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Merry Jest of a Thief, A, ii. 186..? ? ? ? ? n. The Man who never Laughed again dccccxci.Quoth the merchant, 'Indeed, it is as the old man
avoucheth and he is an excellent judge.' And the king said, 'Increase his allowance.' But the old man stood still and did not go away. So the king
said to him, 'Why dost thou not go about thy business?' And he answered, 'My business is with the king.' 'Name what thou wouldst have,' said the
king, and the other replied, 'I would have thee question me of the quintessences of men, even as thou hast questioned me of the quintessences of
horses.' Quoth the king, 'We have no occasion to question thee of [this].' But the old man replied, 'I have occasion to acquaint thee.' 'Say what thou
pleasest,' rejoined the king, and the old man said, 'Verily, the king is the son of a baker.' Quoth the king 'How knowest thou that?' And the other
replied, 'Know, O king, that I have examined into degrees and dignities (210) and have learnt this.'.? ? ? ? ? Lo! in the garden-ways, the place of
ease and cheer, Still, like the moon at full, my light thou mayst espy..145. The Bedouin and his Wife dcxci.Then said she, "O king, comest thou to a
[watering-]place whereat thy dog hath drunken and wilt thou drink thereof?" The king was abashed at her and at her words and went out from her,
but forgot his sandal in the house..When the evening evened, the king sat in his sitting- chamber and sending for his vizier, bade him relate the
story of the wealthy man who lost his wealth and his wit. So he said, "Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? Great in delight, beloved mine, your presence is
with me; Yet greater still the miseries of parting and its bane..? ? ? ? ? No exhorter am I to abstain from the fair, Nor to love Mecca's vale for my
profit I care;.The vizier's story pleased King Shah Bekht and his heart clave to the story of the merchant and the old woman; so he bade Er Rehwan
withdraw to his lodging, and he went away to his house and abode there the next day..The king marvelled at what he saw and questioned him of
[how he came by] the knowledge of this. 'O king,' answered the old man, 'this [kind of] jewel is engendered in the belly of a creature called the
oyster and its origin is a drop of rain and it is firm to the touch [and groweth not warm, when held in the hand]; so, when [I took the second pearl
and felt that] it was warm to the touch, I knew that it harboured some living thing, for that live things thrive not but in heat.' (209) So the king said
to the cook, 'Increase his allowance.' And he appointed to him [fresh] allowances..So he rose from his sleep and finding himself in his own saloon
and his mother by him, misdoubted of his wit and said to her, "By Allah, O my mother, I saw myself in a dream in a palace, with slave-girls and
servants about me and in attendance upon me, and I sat upon the throne of the Khalifate and ruled. By Allah, O my mother, this is what I saw, and
verily it was not a dream!" Then he bethought himself awhile and said, "Assuredly, I am Aboulhusn el Khelia, and this that I saw was only a
dream, and [it was in a dream that] I was made Khalif and commanded and forbade." Then he bethought himself again and said, "Nay, but it was
no dream and I am no other than the Khalif, and indeed I gave gifts and bestowed dresses of honour." Quoth his mother to him, "O my son, thou
sportest with thy reason: thou wilt go to the hospital and become a gazing-stock. Indeed, that which thou hast seen is only from the Devil and it was
a delusion of dreams, for whiles Satan sporteth with men's wits in all manner ways.".104. Mesrour and Zein el Mewasif dcccxxi.Now the uncle's
son of the king of the city had aforetime disputed [the kingship] with him, and the people misliked the king; but God the Most High decreed that he
should get the better of his cousin. However, jealousy of him abode in his heart and he acquainted the vizier, who hid it not and sent [him] money.
Moreover, he fell to summoning [all strangers who came to the town], man after man, and questioning them of their faith and their worldly estate,
and whoso answered him not [to his liking], he took his good. (231) Now a certain wealthy man of the Muslims was on a journey and it befell that
he arrived at that city by night, unknowing what was to do, and coming to the ruin aforesaid, gave the old woman money and said to her, 'No harm
upon thee.' Whereupon she lifted up her voice and prayed [for him], He set down his merchandise by her [and abode with her] the rest of the night
and the next day..WP="BR1">.King's Son of Cashghar, Abdullah ben Nafi and the, ii. 195..169. Marouf the Cobbler and his Wife Fatimeh
dcccclxxxix-Mi.One day, Ishac let bring all who were with him of slave-girls from the house of instruction and carried them up to Er Reshid's
palace, leaving none in his house save Tuhfeh and a cookmaid; for that he bethought him not of Tuhfeh, nor did she occur to his mind, and none of
the damsels remembered him of her. When she saw that the house was empty of the slave-girls, she took the lute (now she was unique in her time
in smiting upon the lute, nor had she her like in the world, no, not Ishac himself, nor any other) and sang thereto the following verses:.Damascus is
all gardens decked for the pleasance of the eyes; For the seeker there are black-eyed girls and boys of Paradise.".Now the late king had left a wife
and a daughter, and the people would fain have married the latter to the new king, to the intent that the kingship might not pass out of the old royal
family. So they proposed to him that he should take her to wife, and he promised them this, but put them off from him, (64) of his respect for the
covenant he had made with his former wife, to wit, that he would take none other to wife than herself. Then he betook himself to fasting by day and
standing up by night [to pray], giving alms galore and beseeching God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) to reunite him with his
children and his wife, the daughter of his father's brother..? ? ? ? ? And eye that knoweth not the sweet of sleep; yet she, who caused My dole, may
Fortune's perfidies for aye from her abstain!.? ? ? ? ? e. The Barber's Story xxxi.The old man kissed his hand and went away; whereupon quoth Er
Reshid to him, 'O Ishac, who is yonder man and what is his occasion?' 'O my lord,' answered the other, 'this is a man called Said the Slave-dealer,
and he it is who buyeth us slave-girls and mamelukes. (169) He avoucheth that with him is a fair [slave-girl, a] lutanist, whom he hath withheld
from sale, for that he could not fairly sell her till he had shown her to me.' 'Let us go to him,' said the Khalif,'so we may look on her, by way of
diversion, and see what is in the slave-dealer's barrack of slave-girls.' And Ishac answered, 'Commandment belongeth to God and to the
Commander of the Faithful.' Then he went on before them and they followed in his track till they came to the slave-dealer's barrack and found it
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high of building and spacious of continence, with sleeping-cells and chambers therein, after the number of the slave-girls, and folk sitting upon the
benches..? ? ? ? ? God keep the days of love-delight! How dearly sweet they were! How joyous and how solaceful was life in them whilere!.The
company marvelled at the goodliness of his story and it pleased El Melik ez Zahir; and the prefect said, 'By Allah, this story is extraordinary!' Then
came forward the sixth officer and said to the company, 'Hear my story and that which befell me, to wit, that which befell such an one the assessor,
for it is rarer than this and stranger.."Away with him from me! Who is at the door?" "Kutheiyir Azzeh," (52) replied Adi, and Omar said, "It is he
who says in one of his odes ... " [And he repeated the following verses:].? ? ? ? ? o. The King's Son and the Merchant's Wife dccccxciii.? ? ? ? ?
The hands of noble folk do tend me publicly; With waters clear and sweet my thirsting tongue they ply..It chanced one day that one of the
horsemen, who had fallen in with the young Melik Shah by the water and clad him and given him spending-money, saw the eunuch in the city,
disguised as a merchant, and recognizing him, questioned him of his case and of [the reason of] his coming. Quoth he, 'I come to sell merchandise.'
And the horseman said, 'I will tell thee somewhat, if thou canst keep it secret.' 'It is well,' answered the eunuch; 'what is it?' And the other said, 'We
met the king's son Melik Shah, I and certain of the Arabs who were with me, and saw him by such a water and gave him spending-money and sent
him towards the land of the Greeks, near his mother, for that we feared for him, lest his uncle Belehwan should kill him.' Then he told him all that
had passed between them, whereupon the eunuch's countenance changed and he said to the cavalier, 'Assurance!' 'Thou shalt have assurance,'
answered the other, 'though thou come in quest of him.' And the eunuch rejoined, saying, 'Truly, that is my errand, for there abideth no repose for
his mother, lying down or rising up, and she hath sent me to seek news of him.' Quoth the cavalier, 'Go in safety, for he is in a [certain] part of the
land of the Greeks, even as I said to thee.'.Then said Shehrzad, "They avouch, O king, (but God [alone] knowest the secret things,) that.161. King
Jelyaad of Hind and his Vizier Shimas: whereafter ensueth the History of King Wird Khan son of King Jelyaad and his Women and Viziers
dcccxciz.The young man marvelled at his story and lay the night with him; and when he arose in the morning, he found his strays. So he took them
and returning [to his family.], acquainted them with what he had seen and that which had betided him. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more
marvellous or rarer than the story of the king who lost kingdom and wealth and wife and children and God restored them unto him and requited
him with a kingdom more magnificent than that which he had lost and goodlier and rarer and greater of wealth and elevation.".? ? ? ? ? b. The Fakir
and his Pot of Butter dccccii.When the king heard this story, he was fortified in his resolve to spare the vizier and to leave haste in an affair whereof
he was not assured; so he comforted him and bade him withdraw to his lodging..Then we sat down on the edge of the estrade and presently I espied
a closet beside me; so I looked into it and my friend said to me, 'What seest thou?' Quoth I, 'I see therein good galore and bodies of murdered folk.
Look.' So he looked and said, 'By Allah, we are lost men!' And we fell a-weeping, I and he. As we were thus, behold, there came in upon us, by the
door at which we had entered, four naked men, with girdles of leather about their middles, and made for my friend. He ran at them and dealing one
of them a buffet, overthrew him, whereupon the other three fell all upon him. I seized the opportunity to escape, what while they were occupied
with him, and espying a door by my side, slipped into it and found myself in an underground chamber, without window or other issue. So I gave
myself up for lost and said, 'There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Supreme!' Then I looked to the top of the vault and
saw in it a range of glazed lunettes; so I clambered up for dear life, till I reached the lunettes, and I distracted [for fear]. I made shift to break the
glass and scrambling out through the frames, found a wall behind them. So I bestrode the wall and saw folk walking in the road; whereupon I cast
myself down to the ground and God the Most High preserved me, so that I reached the earth, unhurt. The folk flocked round me and I acquainted
them with my story..As they were thus in the enjoyment of all that in most delicious of easance and delight, and indeed the wine was sweet to them
and the talk pleasant, behold, there came a knocking at the door. So the master of the house went out, that he might see what was to do, and found
ten men of the Khalif's eunuchs at the door. When he saw this, he was amazed and said to them, "What is to do?" Quoth they, "The Commander of
the Faithful saluteth thee and requireth of thee the slave-girl whom thou hast for sale and whose name is Sitt el Milah." By Allah," answered the
other, "I have sold her." And they said, "Swear by the head of the Commander of the Faithful that she is not in thy dwelling." He made oath that he
had sold her and that she was no longer at his disposal; but they paid no *need to his word and forcing their way into the house, found the damsel
and the young Damascene in the sitting-chamber. So they laid hands upon her, and the youth said, "This is my slave-girl, whom I have bought with
my money." But they hearkened not to his speech and taking her, carried her off to the Commander of the Faithful..? ? ? ? ? It is as the jasmine,
when it I espy, As it glitters and gleams midst its boughs, were a sky.'There was once, of old time, a hawk who made himself a nest hard by that of
a locust, and the latter gloried in his neighbourhood and betaking herself to him, saluted him and said, "O my lord and chief of the birds, indeed the
nearness unto thee delighteth me and thou honourest me with thy neighbourhood and my soul is fortified with thee." The hawk thanked her for this
and there ensued friendship between them. One day, the locust said to the hawk, "O chief of the birds, how cometh it that I see thee alone, solitary,
having with thee no friend of thy kind of the birds, to whom thou mayst incline in time of easance and of whom thou mayst seek succour in time of
stress? Indeed, it is said, 'Man goeth about seeking the ease of his body and the preservation of his strength, and in this there is nought more
necessary to him than a friend who shall be the completion of his gladness and the mainstay of his life and on whom shall be his dependence in his
stress and in his ease.' Now I, albeit I ardently desire thy weal in that which beseemeth thy condition, yet am I weak [and unable] unto that which
the soul craveth; but, if thou wilt give me leave, I will seek out for thee one of the birds who shall be conformable unto thee in thy body and thy
strength." And the hawk said, "I commit this to thee and rely upon thee therein.".?STORY OF THE OLD WOMAN AND THE DRAPER'S
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WIFE..? ? ? ? ? "Console thou thyself for his love," quoth they, "with another than he;" But, "Nay, by his life," answered I, "I'll never forget him
my dear!".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? la. The Disciple's Story dcccci.66. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Er Reshid and Zubeideh dclii.With this the king bade
the vizier go away to his lodging, and when he arose in the morning, he abode his day in his house..Officer's Story, The Sixteenth, ii. 193..? ? ? ? ?
a. The Man of Khorassan, his Son and his Governor dccclxxxvi.13. The Wolf and the Fox cxlviii.? ? ? ? ? The zephyr's sweetness on the coppice
blew, And as with falling fire 'twas clad anew;.? ? ? ? ? The sable torrent of her locks falls down unto her hips; Beware the serpents of her curls, I
counsel thee, beware!.Then said I, "A man cannot well accomplish all whereof he hath need in the market-places." "Hast thou a house?" asked she.
"No, by Allah," answered I; "nor is this town my dwelling-place." "By Allah," rejoined she, "nor have I a place; but I will contrive for thee." Then
she went on before me and I followed her till she came to a lodging-house and said to the housekeeper, "Hast thou an empty chamber?" "Yes,"
answered she; and my mistress said, "Give us the key." So we took the key and going up to see the room, entered it; after which she went out to the
housekeeper and [giving her a dirhem], said to her, "Take the key-money, (110) for the room pleaseth us, and here is another dirhem for thy
trouble. Go, fetch us a pitcher of water, so we may [refresh ourselves] and rest till the time of the noonday siesta pass and the heat decline, when
the man will go and fetch the [household] stuff." Therewith the housekeeper rejoiced and brought us a mat and two pitchers of water on a tray and a
leather rug..Hakim (El) bi Amrillah, The Merchant and the Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun, iii. 171..IBN ES SEMMAK AND ER RESHID.
(161).When the night came, the king sat in his privy chamber and sending after the vizier, sought of him the promised story; and he said, "Know, O
august king, that.The Ninth Day.? ? ? ? ? The huntress of th' eyes (60) by night came to me. "Turn in peace," [Quoth I to her;] "This is no time for
visiting, I ween.".Then she came down from the tree and rent her clothes and said, 'O villain, if these be thy dealings with me before my eyes, how
dost thou when thou art absent from me?' Quoth he, 'What aileth thee?' and she said, 'I saw thee swive the woman before my very eyes.' 'Not so, by
Allah!' cried he. 'But hold thy peace till I go up and see.' So he climbed the tree and no sooner did he begin to do so than up came the lover [from
his hiding-place] and taking the woman by the legs, [fell to swiving her]. When the husband came to the top of the tree, he looked and beheld a
man swiving his wife. So he said, 'O strumpet, what doings are these?' And he made haste to come down from the tree to the ground; [but
meanwhile the lover had returned to his hiding- place] and his wife said to him, 'What sawest thou?' 'I saw a man swive thee,' answered he; and she
said, 'Thou liest; thou sawest nought and sayst this but of conjecture.'.?STORY OF THE KING OF HIND AND HIS VIZIER..? ? ? ? ? She shot at
me a shaft that reached my heart and I became The bond- man of despair, worn out with effort all in vain..Now this was at the beginning of the
month, and when it was the end thereof, Aboulhusn longed to drink wine and returning to his former usance, furnished his saloon and made ready
food and let bring wine; then, going forth to the bridge, he sat there, expecting one whom he should carouse withal, as of his wont. As he sat thus,
behold, up came the Khalif [and Mesrour] to him; but Aboulhusn saluted them not and said to them, "No welcome and no greeting to the
perverters! (31) Ye are no other than devils." However, the Khalif accosted him and said to him, "O my brother, did I not say to thee that I would
return to thee?" Quoth Aboulhusn, "I have no need of thee; and as the byword says in verse:.When came the time [of the accomplishment] of the
foreordered fate and the fortune graven on the forehead and there abode for the boy but ten days till the seven years should be complete, there came
to the mountain hunters hunting wild beasts and seeing a lion, gave chase to him. He fled from them and seeking refuge in the mountain, fell into
the pit in its midst. The nurse saw him forthright and fled from him into one of the closets; whereupon the lion made for the boy and seizing upon
him, tore his shoulder, after which he sought the closet wherein was the nurse and falling upon her, devoured her, whilst the boy abode cast down
in a swoon. Meanwhile, when the hunters saw that the lion had fallen into the pit, they came to the mouth thereof and heard the shrieking of the boy
and the woman; and after awhile the cries ceased, whereby they knew that the lion had made an end of them..104. El Amin and his Uncle Ibrahim
ben el Mehdi ccccxviii.As for King Shehriyar, he marvelled at Shehrzad with the utmost wonder and drew her near to his heart, of his much love
for her; and she was magnified in his eyes and he said in himself, "By Allah, the like of this woman is not deserving of slaughter, for indeed the
time affordeth not her like. By Allah, I have been heedless of mine affair, and had not God overcome me with His mercy and put this woman at my
service, so she might adduce to me manifest instances and truthful cases and goodly admonitions and edifying traits, such as should restore me to
the [right] road, [I had come to perdition!]. Wherefore to God be the praise for this and I beseech Him to make my end with her like unto that of the
vizier and Shah Bekht." Then sleep overcame the king and glory be unto Him who sleepeth not!.65. The Simpleton and the Sharper dclii.Then she
gave out among the folk that the king's father's brother's son was come and bade the grandees and troops go forth to meet him. Moreover, she
decorated the city in his honour and the drums of good tidings beat for him, whilst all the king's household [went out to meet him and] dismounting
before him, [escorted him to the city and] lodged him with the queen-mother in her palace. Then she bade the chiefs of the state attend his
assembly; so they presented themselves before him and saw of his breeding and accomplishments that which amazed them and made them forget
the breeding of those who had foregone him of the kings..160. The Ruined Man of Baghdad and his Slave-girl dcccxcvi.When the Cadi heard this,
his colour changed and he was troubled and waxed exceeding wroth and was rike to burst for excess of rage. Then said he to the merchant, "God
forbid that this should be! How shall it be permitted that the daughter of the Cadi of the Muslims abide with a man of the dancers and vile of
origin? By Allah, except thou divorce her forthright, I will bid beat thee and cast thee into prison till thou die! Had I foreknown that thou wast of
them, I had not suffered thee to approach me, but had spat in thy face, for that thou art filthier (268) than a dog or a hog." Then he gave him a push
and casting him down from his stead, commanded him to divorce; but he said, "Be clement to me, O Effendi, for that God is clement, and hasten
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not. I will not divorce my wife, though thou give me the kingdom of Irak.".Were not the darkness still in gender masculine, iii. 193..They lighted
down without the place and when they arose in the morning, they saw a populous and goodly city, fair of seeming and great, abounding in trees and
streams and fruits and wide of suburbs. So the young man said to his sister Selma, 'Abide thou here in thy place, till I enter the city and examine it
and make assay of its people and seek out a place which we may buy and whither we may remove. If it befit us, we will take up our abode therein,
else will we take counsel of departing elsewhither.' Quoth she, 'Do this, trusting in the bounty of God (to whom belong might and majesty) and in
His blessing.'.? ? ? ? ? The Lord's alternatives are these, wherewith He's wont The needy wretch to ply and those in sore duresse..11. Sindbad the
Sailor and Hindbad the Porter (239).? ? ? ? ? e. The Story of the Portress xviii.? ? ? ? ? O breeze of heaven, from me a charge I prithee take And do
not thou betray the troth of my despair;.? ? ? ? ? Of me he got not what he sought and brideless did return, For that estrangement and disdain were
pleasing in my sight..One day, King Suleiman Shah went in to his brother's daughter and kissing her head, said to her, 'Thou art my daughter and
dearer to me than a child, for the love of thy father deceased; wherefore I am minded to marry thee to one of my sons and appoint him my heir
apparent, so he may be king after me. Look, then, which thou wilt have of my sons, for that thou hast been reared with them and knowest them.'
The damsel arose and kissing his hand, said to him, 'O my lord, I am thine handmaid and thou art the ruler over me; so whatsoever pleaseth thee,
do, for that thy wish is higher and more honourable and nobler [than mine] and if thou wouldst have me serve thee, [as a handmaid], the rest of my
life, it were liefer to me than any [husband].'.Thief and the Woman, The, i. 278.? ? ? ? ? How many a victim of the pangs of love-liking hath died!
Tired is my patience, but of blame my censors never tire..76. The Khalif El Hakim and the Merchant ccclxxxix.? ? ? ? ? Read then my writ and pity
thou the blackness of my fate, Sick, love- distraught, without a friend to whom I may complain..? ? ? ? ? Ye sleep; by Allah, sleep comes not to
ease my weary lids; But from mine eyes, since ye have passed away, the blood doth rain..All those who were present marvelled at this story with
the utmost marvel, and the twelfth officer came forward and said, 'I will tell you a pleasant trait that I had from a certain man, concerning an
adventure that befell him with one of the thieves. (Quoth he).When King Shehriyar heard his brother's words, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy
and said, "Verily, this is what I had wished, O my brother. So praised be God who hath brought about union between us!" Then he sent after the
Cadis and learned men and captains and notables, and they married the two brothers to the two sisters. The contracts were drawn up and the two
kings bestowed dresses of honour of silk and satin on those who were present, whilst the city was decorated and the festivities were renewed. The
king commanded each amir and vizier and chamberlain and deputy to decorate his palace and the folk of the city rejoiced in the presage of
happiness and content. Moreover, King Shehriyar bade slaughter sheep and get up kitchens and made bride-feasts and fed all comers, high and
low..Therewithal Sindbad the Sailor bestowed largesse upon him and made him his boon-companion, and he abode, leaving him not night or day,
to the last of their lives. Praise be to God the Glorious, the Omnipotent, the Strong, the Exalted of estate, Creator of heaven and earth and land and
sea, to whom belongeth glorification! Amen. Amen. Praise be to God, the Lord of the Worlds! Amen..So the folk resorted to her from all parts and
she used to pray God (to whom belong might and majesty) for the oppressed and God granted him relief, and against his oppressor, and He broke
him in sunder. Moreover, she prayed for the sick and they were made whole; and on this wise she abode a great space of time. As for her husband,
when he returned from the pilgrimage, his brother and the neighbours acquainted him with his wife's affair, whereat he was sore concerned and
misdoubted of their story, for that which he knew of her chastity and prayerfulness; and he wept for her loss..Presently, as they stood by the mouth
of the pit, the lion came scrambling up the sides and would have issued forth; but, as often as he showed his head, they pelted him with stones, till
they beat him down and he fell; whereupon one of the hunters descended into the pit and despatched him and saw the boy wounded; after which he
went to the cabinet, where he found the woman dead, and indeed the lion had eaten his fill of her. Then he noted that which was therein of clothes
and what not else, and advising his fellows thereof, fell to passing the stuff up to them. Moreover, he took up the boy and bringing him forth of the
pit, carried him to their dwelling-place, where they dressed his wounds and he grew up with them, but acquainted them not with his affair; and
indeed, when they questioned him, he knew not what he should say, for that he was little, when they let him down into the pit. The hunters
marvelled at his speech and loved him with an exceeding love and one of them took him to son and abode rearing him with him [and instructing
him] in hunting and riding on horseback, till he attained the age of twelve and became a champion, going forth with the folk to the chase and to the
stopping of the way..The Eleventh Night of the Month..When he heard her words, the dregs of the drunkenness wrought in him and he imagined
that he was indeed a Turk. So he went out from her and putting his hand to his sleeve, found therein a scroll and gave it to one who read it to him.
When he heard that which was written in the scroll, his mind was confirmed in the false supposition; but he said in himself, 'Maybe my wife
seeketh to put a cheat on me; so I will go to my fellows the fullers; and if they know me not, then am I for sure Khemartekeni the Turk.' So he
betook himself to the fullers and when they espied him afar off, they thought that he was one of the Turks, who used to wash their clothes with
them without payment and give them nothing..? ? ? ? ? Yea, nevermore I ceased from that wherewith I stricken was; My night with wakefulness
was filled, my heart with dreariment..When the evening evened, the king sat in his privy closet and summoning the vizier, required of him the
promised story. So Er Rehwan said, "Know, O king, that.105. El Feth ben Khacan and El Mutawekkil ccccxix.After this, news came to the king of
robbers in his land; so he set out in quest of them and ceased not to follow after them, till he seized on them all, and behold, they were the [very]
thieves who had despoiled him [and his wife] by the way and taken his children. So he bade bring them before him, and when they came into his
presence, he questioned them, saying, 'Where are the two boys ye took on such a day?' Quoth they, 'They are with us and we will present them to
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our lord the king for slaves to serve him and give him wealth galore that we have gotten together and divest ourselves of all that we possess and
repent from sin and fight in thy service.' Abou Sabir, however, paid no heed to their speech, but took all their good and bade put them all to death.
Moreover, he took the two boys and rejoiced in them with an exceeding joy, whereat the troops murmured among themselves, saying, 'Verily, this
is a greater tyrant than his brother! There come to him a sort of robbers and seek to repent and proffer two boys [by way of peace-offering], and he
taketh the two boys and all their good and slayeth them!'.? ? ? ? ? Mohammed, then, I do confess, God's chosen prophet is, And every man requited
is for that which he doth say..Hejjaj (El) and the Three Young Men, i. 53..Love to its victim clings without relent, and he Of torments and unease
complaineth evermore..There was once in the city of Hemadan (191) a young man of comely aspect and excellently skilled in singing to the lute,
and he was well seen of the people of the city. He went forth one day of his city, with intent to travel, and gave not over journeying till his travel
brought him to a goodly city. Now he had with him a lute and what pertained thereto, (192) so he entered and went round about the city till he fell
in with a druggist, who, when he espied him, called to him. So he went up to him and he bade him sit down. Accordingly, he sat down by him and
the druggist questioned him of his case. The singer told him what was in his mind and the other took him up into his shop and brought him food
and fed him. Then said he to him, 'Arise and take up thy lute and beg about the streets, and whenas thou smellest the odour of wine, break in upon
the drinkers and say to them, "I am a singer." They will laugh and say, "Come, [sing] to us." And when thou singest, the folk will know thee and
bespeak one another of thee; so shall thou become known in the city and thine affairs will prosper.'.? ? ? ? ? I watch the stars for wake and pray that
the belov'd May yet to me relent and bid my tears be dried..?STORY OF THE RICH MAN AND HIS WASTEFUL SON..Meanwhile, when
Aboulhusn went out from the presence of the Khalif and went to lay out Nuzhet el Fuad, the prince mourned for her and dismissing the divan, arose
and betook himself, leaning upon Mesrour, the swordsman of his vengeance, [to the pavilion of the harem, where he went in] to the Lady Zubeideh,
that he might condole with her for her slave-girl. He found the princess sitting weeping and awaiting his coming, so she might condole with him for
[his boon-companion] Aboulhusn el Khelia. So he said to her, "May thy head outlive thy slave-girl Nuzhet el Fuad!" And she answered, saying, "O
my lord, God preserve my slave-girl! Mayst thou live and long survive thy boon-companion Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead.".? ? ? ? ? Thou,
thou enjoy'st repose and comfortable sleep, Nor of the mis'ries reckst by which my heart is wried..The merchant believed her and she took leave of
him and went away, leaving in his heart a thousand regrets, for that the love of her had gotten possession of him and he knew not how he should
win to her; wherefore he abode enamoured, love-distraught, unknowing if he were alive or dead. As soon as she was gone, he shut his shop and
going up to the Court, went in to the Chief Cadi and saluted him. The magistrate returned his salutation and entreated him with honour and seated
him by his side. Then said Alaeddin to him, "I come to thee, a suitor, seeking thine alliance and desiring the hand of thy noble daughter." "O my
lord merchant," answered the Cadi, "indeed my daughter beseemeth not the like of thee, neither sorteth she with the goodliness of thy youth and the
pleasantness of thy composition and the sweetness of thy discourse;" but Alaeddin rejoined, saying, "This talk behoveth thee not, neither is it
seemly in thee; if I be content with her, how should this irk thee?" So they came to an accord and concluded the treaty of marriage at a dower
precedent of five purses (257) paid down then and there and a dower contingent of fifteen purses, (258) so it might be uneath unto him to put her
away, forasmuch as her father had given him fair warning, but he would not be warned..Then they fell to journeying night and day, and as they
went, behold, they sighted a camp of the camps of the Arabs. So El Abbas enquired thereof and was told that it was the camp of the Benou Zuhreh.
Now there were around them sheep and cattle, such as filled the earth, and they were enemies to El Akil, the cousin of El Abbas, upon whom they
still made raids and took his cattle; wherefore he used to pay them tribute every year, for that he availed not to cope with them. When El Abbas
came near the camp, he dismounted from his courser and his servant Aamir also dismounted; and they set down the victual and ate their sufficiency
and rested awhile of the day. Then said the prince to Aamir, "Fetch water and give the horses to drink and draw water for us in thy water-bag, by
way of provision for the road.".Cashghar, Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of, ii. 195..? ? ? ? ? By Allah, but that I trusted that I should meet
you again, Your camel-leader to parting had summoned you in vain!.55. The Poor Man and his Generous Friend dcxliii.30. Maan ben Zaideh and
the Bedouin dxxxii.Then they displayed Shehrzad in the third dress and the fourth and the fifth, and she became as she were a willow-wand or a
thirsting gazelle, goodly of grace and perfect of attributes, even as saith of her one in the following verses:.The kings and all those who were
present rejoiced in this with an exceeding delight and the accursed Iblis came up to Tuhfeh and kissing her hand, said to her, 'There abideth but
little of the night; so do thou tarry with us till the morrow, when we will apply ourselves to the wedding (203) and the circumcision.' Then all the
Jinn went away, whereupon Tuhfeh rose to her feet and Iblis said, 'Go ye up with Tuhfeh to the garden for the rest of the night.' So Kemeriyeh took
her and carried her into the garden. Now this garden contained all manner birds, nightingale and mocking-bird and ringdove and curlew (204) and
other than these of all the kinds, and therein were all kinds of fruits. Its channels (205) were of gold and silver and the water thereof, as it broke
forth of its conduits, was like unto fleeing serpents' bellies, and indeed it was as it were the Garden of Eden. (206).? ? ? ? ? The camel-leader
singing came with the belov'd; our wish Accomplished was and we were quit of all the railers' prate..?Story of King Dadbin and His Viziers..Now
it was the enemy's wont, at every year's end, to bring forth their prisoners and cast them down from the top of the citadel to the bottom. So they
brought them forth, at the end of the year, and cast them down, and Melik Shah with them. However, he fell upon the [other] men and the earth
touched him not, for his term was [God-]guarded. Now those that were cast down there were slain and their bodies ceased not to lie there till the
wild beasts ate them and the winds dispersed them. Melik Shah abode cast down in his place, aswoon, all that day and night, and when he
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recovered and found himself whole, he thanked God the Most High for his safety [and rising, fared on at a venture]. He gave not over walking,
unknowing whither he went and feeding upon the leaves of the trees; and by day he hid himself whereas he might and fared on all his night at
hazard; and thus he did some days, till he came to an inhabited land and seeing folk there, accosted them and acquainted them with his case, giving
them to know that he had been imprisoned in the fortress and that they had cast him down, but God the Most High had delivered him and brought
him off alive..? ? ? ? ? For death in your absence to us was decreed; But, when ye came back, we were quickened anew..? ? ? ? ? Thy loss is the
fairest of all my heart's woes; My case it hath altered and banished repose..31. The City of Lebtait dxxxii.FIROUZ AND HIS WIFE (175).64. Tht
Vizier of Yemen and his young Brother ccclxxxiv.The folk of the quarter heard him and assembled under the window; and when he was ware of
them, he opened the window and said to them, "Are ye not ashamed, O pimps? Every one in his own house doth what he will and none hindereth
him; but we drink one poor day and ye assemble and come, cuckoldy varlets that ye are! To-day, wine, and to-morrow [another] matter; and from
hour to hour [cometh] relief." So they laughed and dispersed. Then the girl drank till she was intoxicated, when she called to mind her lord and
wept, and the old man said to her, "What maketh thee weep, O my lady?" "O elder," replied she, "I am a lover and separated [from him I love]."
Quoth he, "O my lady, what is this love?" "And thou," asked she, "hast thou never been in love?" "By Allah, O my lady," answered he, "never in all
my life heard I of this thing, nor have I ever known it! Is it of the sons of Adam or of the Jinn?" She laughed and said, "Verily, thou art even as
those of whom the poet speaketh, when as he saith ..." And she repeated the following verses:.Now the merchant their father lay asleep in the ship,
and the crying of the boys troubled him; so he rose to call out to them [and silence them] and let the purse [with the thousand dinars therein] fall
among the bales of merchandise. He sought for it and finding it not, buffeted his head and seized upon the boys, saying, 'None took the purse but
you. Ye were playing about the bales, so ye might steal somewhat, and there was none here but you.' Then he took a staff and laying hold of the
children, fell to beating them and flogging them, whilst they wept, and the sailors came round about them and said, 'The boys of this island are all
thieves and robbers.' Then, of the greatness of the merchant's wrath, he swore that, if they brought not out the purse, he would drown them in the
sea; so when [by reason of their denial] his oath became binding upon him, he took the two boys and lashing them [each] to a bundle of reeds, cast
them into the sea.."O king," answered the youth, "there is no great forgiveness save in case of a great crime, for according as the offence is great, in
so much is forgiveness magnified and it is no dishonour to the like of thee if he spare the like of me. Verily, Allah knoweth that there is no fault in
me, and indeed He commandeth unto clemency, and no clemency is greater than that which spareth from slaughter, for that thy forgiveness of him
whom thou purposest to put to death is as the quickening of a dead man; and whoso doth evil shall find it before him, even as it was with King
Bihkerd." "And what is the story of King Bihkerd?" asked the king. "O king," answered the youth,.95. Abdurrehman the Moor's Story of the Roc
cccciv.On like wise, O king," continued the young treasurer, "is it with thee. If God have written aught on my forehead, needs must it befall me and
my speech to the king shall not profit me, no, nor my adducing to him of [illustrative] instances, against the fore-ordinance of God. So with these
viziers, for all their eagerness and endeavour for my destruction, this shall not profit them; for, if God [be minded to] save me, He will give me the
victory over them.".? ? ? ? ? So, by Allah, O richest of all men in charms, Vouchsafe to a lover, who's bankrupt well-nigh.? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest
Lady's Story (237) lxiv.? ? ? ? ? l. The Foolish Fisherman dccccxviii.? ? ? ? ? How many a king to me hath come, of troops and guards ensued, And
Bactrian camels brought with him, in many a laden line,.? ? ? ? ? In glory's raiment clad, by thee the stars of heaven are shamed And in amaze the
full moon stares to see thy goodlihead..? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.139. Khuzeimeh ben Bishr and Ikrimeh el Feyyas
dclxxxii.Then said he whom she had delivered from torture and for whom she had paid a thousand dirhems and who had required her of herself in
his house, for that her beauty pleased him, and [when she refused to yield to him] had forged a letter against her and treacherously denounced her to
the Sultan and requited her bounty with ingratitude, 'I am he who wronged her and lied against her, and this is the issue of the oppressor's affair.'.? ?
? ? ? What had it irked them, had they'd ta'en farewell of him they've left Lone, whilst estrangement's fires within his entrails rage amain?.? ? ? ? ?
How oft I've waked, how many a cup of sorrow have I drained, Watching the stars of night go by, for sleepless languishment!.? ? ? ? ? j. The Tenth
Officer's Story dccccxxxviii.Calcutta (1814-18) Text..On this wise they did three times, and every time [he climbed the tree] the lover came up out
of the underground place and bestrode her, whilst her husband looked on and she still said, 'O liar, seest thou aught?' 'Yes,' would he answer and
came down in haste, but saw no one and she said to him, 'By my life, look and say nought but the truth!' Then said he to her, 'Arise, let us depart
this place, (234) for it is full of Jinn and Marids.' [So they returned to their house] and passed the night [there] and the man arose in the morning,
assured that this was all but imagination and illusion. And so the lover accomplished his desire. (235) Nor, O king of the age," added the vizier, "is
this more extraordinary than the story of the king and the tither.".?Story of Ilan Shah and Abou Teman.
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