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Then he went on and presently there met him a third woodcutter and he said to him, 'Pay what is due from thee.' And he answered, 'I will pay thee a

dirhem when I enter the city; or take of me four danics (246) [now].' Quoth the tither, 'I will not do it,' but the old man said to him, 'Take of him the

four danics presently, for it is easy to take and hard to restore.' 'By Allah,' quoth the tither, 'it is good!' and he arose and went on, crying out, at the

top of his voice and saying, 'I have no power to-day [to do evil].' Then he put off his clothes and went forth wandering at a venture, repenting unto

his Lord. Nor," added the vizier, "is this story more extraordinary than that of the thief who believed the woman and sought refuge with God

against falling in with her like, by reason of her cunning contrivance for herself.".(Conclusion).? ? ? ? ? How long shall I anights distracted be for

love Of thee? How long th' assaults of grief and woes abide?.? ? ? ? ? Except I be appointed a day [to end my pain], I'll weep until mine eyelids

with blood their tears ensue..? ? ? ? ? A moon is my love, in a robe of loveliness proudly arrayed, And the splendours of new-broken day from his

cheeks and his forehead shine clear..When the morning morrowed, the people went seeking for him, but found him not; and when the king knew

this, he was perplexed concerning his affair and abode unknowing what he should do. Then he sought for a vizier to fill his room, and the king's

brother said, 'I have a vizier, a sufficient man.' 'Bring him to me,' said the king. So he brought him a man, whom he set at the head of affairs; but he

seized upon the kingdom and clapped the king in irons and made his brother king in his stead. The new king gave himself up to all manner of

wickedness, whereat the folk murmured and his vizier said to him, 'I fear lest the Indians take the old king and restore him to the kingship and we

both perish; wherefore, if we take him and cast him into the sea, we shall be at rest from him; and we will publish among the folk that he is dead.'

And they agreed upon this. So they took him up and carrying him out to sea, cast him in..As for Firouz, when he went forth from his house, he

sought the letter, but found it not; so he returned home. Now his return fell in with the king's going forth and he found the latter's sandal in his

house, whereat his wit was dazed and he knew that the king had not sent him away but for a purpose of his own. However, he held his peace and

spoke not a word, but, taking the letter, went on his errand and accomplished it and returned to the king, who gave him a hundred dinars. So Firouz

betook himself to the market and bought what beseemeth women of goodly gifts and returning to his wife, saluted her and gave her all that he had

brought and said to her, "Arise [go] to thy father's house." "Wherefore?" asked she, and he said, "Verily, the king hath been bountiful to me and I

would have thee show forth this, so thy father may rejoice in that which he seeth upon thee." "With all my heart," answered she and arising

forthright, betook herself to the house of her father, who rejoiced in her coming and in that which he saw upon her; and she abode with him a

month's space, and her husband made no mention of her..? ? ? ? ? To his beloved one the lover's heart's inclined; His soul's a captive slave, in

sickness' hands confined..Then he could brook this no longer; so he went forth from the dominions of the Commander of the Faithful, under

pretence of visiting certain of his kinsmen, and took with him servant nor companion, neither acquainted any with his intent, but betook himself to

the road and fared on into the desert and the sandwastes, knowing not whither he went. After awhile, he fell in with travellers intending for the land

of Hind [and journeyed with them]. When he came thither, he lighted down [in a city of the cities of the land and took up his abode] in one of the

lodging-places; and there he abode a while of days, tasting not food neither solacing himself with the delight of sleep; nor was this for lack of

dirhems or dinars, but for that his mind was occupied with musing upon [the reverses of] destiny and bemoaning himself for that the revolving

sphere had turned against him and the days had decreed unto him the disfavour of our lord the Imam. (160).83. The Woman's Trick against her

Husband cccxciii.There came one day an old woman [to the stuff-market], with a casket of precious workmanship, containing trinkets, and she was

accompanied by a damsel great with child. The old woman sat down at the shop of a draper and giving him to know that the damsel was with child

by the prefect of police of the city, took of him, on credit, stuffs to the value of a thousand dinars and deposited with him the casket as security.

[She opened the casket and] showed him that which was therein; and he found it full of trinkets [apparently] of price; [so he trusted her with the

goods] and she took leave of him and carrying the stuffs to the damsel, who was with her, [went her way]. Then the old woman was absent from

him a great while, and when her absence was prolonged, the draper despaired of her; so he went up to the prefect's house and enquired of the

woman of his household, [who had taken his stuffs on credit;] but could get no tidings of her nor lit on aught of her trace..When she had made an

end of her song, all who were in the assembly wept for the daintiness of her speech and the sweetness of her voice and El Abbas said to her, "Well

done, O Merziyeh I Indeed, thou confoundest the wits with the goodliness of thy verses and the elegance of thy speech." All this while Shefikeh

abode gazing upon her, and when she beheld El Abbas his slave-girls and considered the goodliness of their apparel and the nimbleness of their

wits and the elegance of their speech, her reason was confounded. Then she sought leave of El Abbas and returning to her mistress Mariyeh,

without letter or answer, acquainted her with his case and that wherein he was of puissance and delight and majesty and venerance and loftiness of

rank. Moreover, she told her what she had seen of the slave-girls and their circumstance and that which they had said and how they had made El

Abbas desireful of returning to his own country by the recitation of verses to the sound of the strings..? ? ? ? ? g. The Crows and the Hawk

dcxiii.Then she wept till her voice rose high and her lamentation was discovered [to those without]; after which she again began to drink and plying

the old man with wine, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? They have shut out thy person from my sight; They cannot shut thy memory from my

spright..I am content, for him I love, to all abide, iii. 25..? ? ? ? ? Ask mine eyes whether slumber hath lit on their lids since the hour of your loss Or

if aye on a lover they've looked. Nay, an ye believe not their tale,.35. Isaac of Mosul's Story of Khedijeh and the Khalif Mamoun dxl.? ? ? ? ? And
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left me all forlorn, to pine for languishment,.? ? ? ? ? For love with your presence grows sweet, untroubled and life is serene And the star of our

fortune burns bright, that clouds in your absence did veil..Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets, The Khalif, i. 45..? ? ? ? ? What is there in the tents?

Their burdens are become A lover's, whose belov'd is in the litters' shrined..Presently, her brothers returned, whereupon the old man acquainted

them with the whole case and said to them, "O my sons, know that your sister purposed not aught but good, and if ye slay this man, ye will earn

abiding reproach and ye will wrong him, ay, and wrong yourselves and your sister, to boot; for indeed there appeareth no cause [of offence] such as

calleth for slaughter, and it may not be denied that this incident is a thing the like whereof may well betide and that he may well have been baffled

by the like of this chance." Then he turned to me and questioned me of my lineage; so I set forth to him my genealogy and he said, "A man of equal

rank, honourable [and] understanding." And he offered me [his daughter in] marriage. I consented to him of this and marrying her, took up my

abode with him and God the Most High hath opened on me the gates of weal and fortune, so that I am become the most abounding in substance of

the folk of the tribe; and He hath stablished me in that which He hath given me of His bounties.'.Rehwan (Er), King Shah Bekht and his Vizier, i.

215..So the folk resorted to her from all parts and she used to pray God (to whom belong might and majesty) for the oppressed and God granted

him relief, and against his oppressor, and He broke him in sunder. Moreover, she prayed for the sick and they were made whole; and on this wise

she abode a great space of time. As for her husband, when he returned from the pilgrimage, his brother and the neighbours acquainted him with his

wife's affair, whereat he was sore concerned and misdoubted of their story, for that which he knew of her chastity and prayerfulness; and he wept

for her loss..? ? ? ? ? And aloes-wood, to boot, he brought and caskets full of pearls And priceless rubies and the like of costly gems and

bright;.108. Aboukir the Dyer and Abousir the Barber dccclxvii.? ? ? ? ? Your water I'll leave without drinking, for there Too many already have

drunken whilere..Woman, The Thief and the, i. 278..160. The Ruined Man of Baghdad and his Slave-girl dcccxcvi.? ? ? ? ? The fires in my vitals

that rage if I did but discover to view, Their ardour the world to consume, from the East to the West, might avail..Officer's Story, The Fourth, ii.

142..Now this island is under the Equinoctial line; its night is still twelve hours and its day the like. Its length is fourscore parasangs and its breadth

thirty, and it is a great island, stretching between a lofty mountain and a deep valley. This mountain is visible at a distance of three days' journey

and therein are various kinds of jacinths and other precious stones and metals of all kinds and all manner spice-trees, and its soil is of emery,

wherewith jewels are wrought. In its streams are diamonds, and pearls are in its rivers. (208) I ascended to its summit and diverted myself by

viewing all the marvels therein, which are such as beggar description; after which I returned to the king and sought of him permission to return to

my own country. He gave me leave, after great pressure, and bestowed on me abundant largesse from his treasuries. Moreover, he gave me a

present and a sealed letter and said to me, 'Carry this to the Khalif Haroun er Reshid and salute him for us with abundant salutation.' And I said, 'I

hear and obey.'.13. Seif el Mulouk and Bediya el Jemal ccxci.? ? ? ? ? Yea, "Welcome! Fair welcome to those who draw near!" I called out aloud,

as to meet you I flew..? ? ? ? ? Thy loss is the fairest of all my heart's woes; My case it hath altered and banished repose..King Shehriyar marvelled

at these things and Shehrzad said to him, "Thou marvelledst at that which befell thee on the part of women; yet hath there befallen the kings of the

Chosroes before thee what was more grievous than that which befell thee, and indeed I have set forth unto thee that which betided khalifs and kings

and others than they with their women, but the exposition is long and hearkening groweth tedious, and in this [that I have already told thee] is

sufficiency for the man of understanding and admonishment for the wise.".He gave not over going and the journey was pleasant to him, till they

came to a goodly land, abounding in birds and wild beasts, whereupon El Abbas started a gazelle and shot it with an arrow. Then he dismounted

and cutting its throat, said to his servant, "Alight thou and skin it and carry it to the water." Aamir answered him [with "Hearkening and

obedience"] and going down to the water, kindled a fire and roasted the gazelle's flesh. Then they ate their fill and drank of the water, after which

they mounted again and fared on diligently, and Aamir still unknowing whither El Abbas was minded to go. So he said to him, "O my lord, I

conjure thee by God the Great, wilt thou not tell me whither thou intendest?" El Abbas looked at him and made answer with the following

verses:.?STORY OF THE JOURNEYMAN AND THE GIRL..On this wise they abode a long while till one day the wife went out in quest of

water, whereof she had need, and espied a physician who had spread a carpet in the Thereon he had set out great store of drugs and implements of

medicine and he was speaking and muttering [charms], whilst the folk flocked to him and compassed him about on every side. The weaver's wife

marvelled at the largeness of the physician's fortune (16) and said in herself, 'Were my husband thus, he would have an easy life of it and that

wherein we are of straitness and misery would be enlarged unto him.'.Fuller and his Wife, The, i. 261..? ? ? ? ? Wherefore, by Him who letteth

waste my frame, have ruth on me And quench my yearning and the fires by passion in me fed..'It is told of a certain doughty thief, that he used to

rob and stop the way by himself upon caravans, and whenever the prefect of police and the magistrates sought him, he would flee from them and

fortify himself in the mountains. Now it befell that a certain man journeyed along the road wherein was the robber in question, and this man was

alone and knew not the perils that beset his way. So the highwayman came out upon him and said to him, "Bring out that which is with thee, for I

mean to slay thee without fail." Quoth the traveller, "Slay me not, but take these saddle-bags and divide [that which is in] them and take the fourth

part [thereof]." And the thief answered, "I will not take aught but the whole." "Take half," rejoined the traveller, "and let me go." But the robber

replied, "I will take nought but the whole, and I will slay thee [to boot]." And the traveller said, "Take it.".Then she was silent, and when the king

heard her speech and profited by that which she said, he summoned up his reasoning faculties and cleansed his heart and caused his understanding

revert [to the right way] and turned [with repentance] to God the Most High and said in himself, "Since there befell the kings of the Chosroes more
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than that which hath befallen me, never, whilst I abide [on life], shall I cease to blame myself [for that which I did in the slaughter of the daughters

of the folk]. As for this Shehrzad, her like is not found in the lands; so extolled be the perfection of Him who appointed her a means for the

deliverance of His creatures from slaughter and oppression!" Then he arose from his session and kissed her head, whereat she rejoiced with an

exceeding joy, she and her sister Dinarzad..So the girl's owner betook himself to the bazaar, where he found the youth seated at the upper end of the

merchants' place of session, selling and buying and taking and giving, as he were the moon on the night of its full, and saluted him. The young man

returned his salutation and he said to him, "O my lord, be not thou vexed at the girl's speech the other day, for her price shall be less than that

[which thou badest], to the intent that I may propitiate thy favour. If thou desire her for nought, I will send her to thee, or if thou wouldst have me

abate thee of her price, I will well, for I desire nought but what shall content thee; for that thou art a stranger in our land and it behoveth us to

entreat thee hospitably and have consideration for thee." "By Allah," answered the youth, "I will not take her from thee but at an advance on that

which I bade thee for her aforetime; so wilt thou now sell her to me for seventeen hundred dinars?" And the other answered," O my lord, I sell her

to thee, may God bless thee in her.".? ? ? ? ? If near and far thy toiling feet have trod the ways and thou Devils and Marids hast ensued nor wouldst

be led aright,.Now she was righteous in all her dealings and swerved not from one word; (3) so, when he saw that she consented not unto him, he

misdoubted that she would tell his brother, when he returned from his journey, and said to her, 'An thou consent not to this whereof I require thee, I

will cause thee fall into suspicion and thou wilt perish.' Quoth she, 'Be God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) [judge] betwixt me and

thee, and know that, shouldst thou tear me limb from limb, I would not consent to that whereto thou biddest me.' His folly (4) persuaded him that

she would tell her husband; so, of his exceeding despite, he betook himself to a company of people in the mosque and told them that he had

witnessed a man commit adultery with his brother's wife. They believed his saying and took act of his accusation and assembled to stone her. Then

they dug her a pit without the city and seating her therein, stoned her, till they deemed her dead, when they left her..?OF THE SPEEDY RELIEF

OF GOD..? ? ? ? ? My royal couch have I forsworn, sequestering myself From all, and have mine eyes forbid the taste of sleep's delight..98. Isaac

of Mosul and the Merchant ccccvii.Sitt el Milah filled a cup and emptied it; after which she drank a second and a third. Then she filled the cup a

fourth time and handed it to the old man, but he would not accept it from her. However, she conjured him, by her own head and that of the

Commander of the Faithful, that he should take it from her, till he took the cup from her hand and kissed it and would have set it down; but she

conjured him by her life to smell it. So he smelt it and she said to him, "How deemest thou?" "Its smell is sweet," replied he; and she conjured him,

by the life of the Commander of the Faithful, to taste it. So he put it to his mouth and she rose to him and made him drink; whereupon, "O princess

of the fair," said he, "this is none other than good." Quoth she, "So deem I. Hath not our Lord promised us wine in Paradise?" And he answered,

"Yes. Quoth the Most High, 'And rivers of wine, a delight to the drinkers.' (36) And we will drink it in this world and the world to come." She

laughed and emptying the cup, gave him to drink, and he said, "O princess of the fair, indeed thou art excusable in thy love for this." Then he took

from her another and another, till he became drunken and his talk waxed great and his prate..60. Uns el Wujoud and the Vizier's Daughter

Rose-in-bud ccclxxi.As the eunuch was speaking with the king, behold, the damsel raised a corner of the curtain that shut in the litter, so she might

look upon the speaker, and saw the king. When Azadbekht beheld her and noted her fashion and her loveliness (and indeed never set story-teller

(95) eyes on her like,) his soul inclined to her and she took hold upon his heart and he was ravished by her sight. So he said to the eunuch, "Turn

the mule's head and return, for I am King Azadbekht and I will marry her myself, for that Isfehend her father is my vizier and he will accept of this

affair and it will not be grievous to him." "O king," answered the eunuch, "may God prolong thy continuance, have patience till I acquaint my lord

her father, and thou shalt take her in the way of approof, for it befitteth thee not neither is it seemly unto thee that thou take her on this wise, seeing

that it will be an affront to her father if thou take her without his knowledge." Quoth Azadbekht, "I have not patience [to wait] till thou go to her

father and return, and no dishonour will betide him, if I marry her." "O my lord," rejoined the eunuch, "nought that is done in haste is long of

durance nor doth the heart rejoice therein; and indeed it behoveth thee not to take her on this foul wise. Whatsoever betideth thee, destroy not

thyself with [undue] haste, for I know that her father's breast will be straitened by this affair and this that thou dost will not profit thee." But the

king said, "Verily, Isfehend is [my boughten] servant and a slave of my slaves, and I reck not of her father, if he be vexed or pleased." So saying,

he drew the reins of the mule and carrying the damsel, whose name was Behrjaur, to his house, married her..Selim abode in the governance,

invested with the sultanate, and ruled the people a whole year, after which he returned to El Mensoureh and sojourned there another year. And he

[and his wife] ceased not to go from city to city and abide in this a year and that a year, till he was vouchsafed children and they grew up,

whereupon he appointed him of his sons, who was found fitting, to be his deputy in [one] kingdom [and abode himself in the other]; and he lived,

he and his wife and children, what while God the Most High willed. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of the age, is this story rarer or more

extraordinary than that of the king of Hind and his wronged and envied vizier.".King's Daughter of Baghdad, El Abbas and the, iii. 53..? ? ? ? ? p.

The Page who feigned to know the Speech of Birds dxcii.? ? ? ? ? Between mine eyes and wake ye have your dwelling-place, and thus My tears

flow on unceasingly, my sighs know no relent..? ? ? ? ? The sweet of slumber after thee I have forsworn; indeed The loss of thee hath smitten me

with trouble and affright..?STORY OF THE KING WHO LOST KINGDOM AND WIFE AND WEALTH AND GOD RESTORED THEM TO

HIM..Endeavour against Persistent Ill Fortune, Of the Uselessness of, i. 70..? ? ? ? ? Where lavender, myrtle, narcissus entwine, With all

sweet-scented herbs, round the juice of the vine..? ? ? ? ? How many a friend, for money's sake, hath companied with me!.? ? ? ? ? "What is the
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taste of love?" quoth one, and I replied, "Sweet water 'tis at first; but torment lurks behind.".? ? ? ? ? By God, forgetfulness of her shall never cross

my mind, What while I wear the bonds of life nor when of death they're rent.When the king heard this, he could not contain himself, but rushed in

upon them and said to them, 'Out on you! What did ye? Tell me.' And they said, 'Pardon, O king.' Quoth he, 'An ye would have pardon from God

and me, it behoveth you to tell me the truth, for nothing shall save you from me but truth-speaking.' So they prostrated themselves before him and

said, 'By Allah, O king, the viziers gave us this gold and taught us to lie against Abou Teman, so thou mightest put him to death, and what we said

was their words.' When the king heard this, he plucked at his beard, till he was like to tear it up by the roots and bit upon his fingers, till he

well-nigh sundered them in twain, for repentance and sorrow that he had wrought hastily and had not delayed with Abou Temam, so he might look

into his affair..? ? ? ? ? Far though you dwell, I'll ne'er your neighbourhood forget, O friends, whose lovers still for you are stupefied..Hejjaj (El)

and the Three Young Men, i. 53..Then she wept and the old woman with her and the latter went up to Aboulhusn and uncovering his face, saw his

eyes bound and swollen for the binding. So she covered him again and said, "Indeed, O Nuzhet el Fuad, thou art afflicted in Aboulhusn!" Then she

condoled with her and going out from her, ran without ceasing till she came in to the Lady Zubeideh and related to her the story; and the princess

said to her, laughing, "Tell it over again to the Khalif, who maketh me out scant of wit and lacking of religion, and to this ill-omened slave, who

presumeth to contradict me." Quoth Mesrour, "This old woman lieth; for I saw Aboulhusn well and Nuzhet el Fuad it was who lay dead." "It is thou

that liest," rejoined the stewardess, "and wouldst fain sow discord between the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh." And he said, "None lieth but thou, O

old woman of ill-omen, and thy lady believeth thee, and she doteth." Whereupon the Lady Zubeideh cried out at him, and indeed she was enraged

at him and at his speech and wept..I am the champion-slayer he warrior without peer, iii. 94. 249----.The End..When the king heard the vizier's

speech, he deemed it goodly and it pleased him; so he bade him go away to his house, and there he abode his day long..But she said, 'There is a

thing wherewith we will make her confess, and all that is in her heart shall be discovered to thee.' 'What is that?' asked the king, and she answered,

'I will bring thee a hoopoe's heart, (138) which, when she sleepeth, do thou lay upon her heart and question her of all thou wilt, and she will

discover this unto thee and show forth the truth to thee." The king rejoiced in this and said to his nurse, 'Hasten and let none know of thee.' So she

arose and going in to the queen, said to her, 'I have done thine occasion and it is on this wise. This night the king will come in to thee and do thou

feign thyself asleep; and if he ask thee of aught, do thou answer him, as if in thy sleep.' The queen thanked her and the old woman went away and

fetching the hoopoe's heart, gave it to the king..? ? ? ? ? The flames of long desire wax on me day by day And far away are pitched the tent-poles of

my fair..Then he turned to the woman and said to her, "Is it not thus?" "Yes, O Commander of the Faithful," answered she; and he said, "What

prompted thee to this?" Quoth she, "Thou slewest my father and my mother and my kinsfolk and tookest their goods." "Whom meanest thou?"

asked the Khalif, and she replied, "I am of the house of Bermek." (93) Then said he to her, "As for the dead, they are of those who are past away,

and it booteth not to speak of them; but, as for that which I took of wealth, it shall be restored to thee, yea, and more than it." And he was bountiful

to her to the utmost of munificence..? ? ? ? ? a. Nimeh ben er Rebya and Num his Slave-girl ccxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? Why to estrangement and despite

inclin'st thou with the spy? Yet that a bough (14) from side to side incline (15) small wonder 'twere..When the youth had made an end of his

speech, the king said, "Carry him back to the prison;" and when they had done this, he turned to the viziers and said to them, "Yonder youth looseth

his tongue upon you, but I know your affectionate solicitude for the welfare of my empire and your loyal counsel to me; so be of good heart, for all

that ye counsel me I will do." When they heard tnese words, they rejoiced and each of them said his say Then said the king, "I have not deferred his

slaughter but to the intent that the talk might be prolonged and that words might abound, and I desire [now] that ye sit up for him a gibbet without

the town and make proclamation among the folk that they assemble and take him and carry him in procession to the gibbet, with the crier crying

before him and saying, 'This is the recompense of him whom the king delighted to favour and who hath betrayed him!'" The viziers rejoiced, when

they heard this, and slept not that night, of their joy; and they made proclamation in the city and set up the gibbet..When the king heard this,

drowsiness overcame him and he slept and presently awaking, called for the candles. So they were lighted and he sat down on his couch and

seating Shehrzad by him, smiled in her face. She kissed the earth before him and said, "O king of the age and lord of the time and the day, extolled

be the perfection of [God] the Forgiving One, the Bountiful Giver, who hath sent me unto thee, of His favour and beneficence, so I have informed

thee with longing after Paradise; for that this which thou wast used to do was never done of any of the kings before thee. As for women, God the

Most High [in His Holy Book] maketh mention of them, [whenas He saith, 'Verily, men who submit [themselves unto God] and women who

submit] and true-believing men and true-believing women and obedient men and obedient women and soothfast men and soothfast women [and

long-suffering men and long-suffering women and men who order themselves humbly and women who order themselves humbly and charitable

men and charitable women and men who fast and women who fast] and men who guard their privities and women who guard their privities [and

men who are constantly mindful of God and women who are constantly mindful, God hath prepared unto them forgiveness and a mighty

recompense]. (172).Accordingly the nurse returned to El Abbas, without letter or answer; and when she came in to him, he saw that she was

troubled and noted the marks of chagrin on her face; so he said to her, "What is this plight?" Quoth she, "I cannot set out to thee that which

Mariyeh said; for indeed she charged me return to thee without letter or answer." "O nurse of kings," rejoined El Abbas, "I would have thee carry

her this letter and return not to her without it." Then he took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.39. Yehya ben Khalid and the Man

who forged a Letter in his Name ccvi.I abode in my house, ill, a whole month; after which I went to the bath and coming out, opened my shop [and
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sat selling and buying as usual], but saw no more of the man or the woman, till, one day, there stopped before my shop a young man, [a Turcoman],

as he were the full moon; and he was a sheep-merchant and had with him a bag, wherein was money, the price of sheep that he had sold. He was

followed by the woman, and when he stopped at my shop, she stood by his side and cajoled him, and indeed he inclined to her with a great

inclination. As for me, I was consumed with solicitude for him and fell to casting furtive glances at him and winked at him, till he chanced to look

round and saw me winking at him; whereupon the woman looked at me and made a sign with her hand and went away. The Turcoman followed her

and I counted him dead, without recourse; wherefore I feared with an exceeding fear and shut my shop. Then I journeyed for a year's space and

returning, opened my shop; whereupon, behold, the woman came up to me and said, 'This is none other than a great absence.' Quoth I, 'I have been

on a journey;' and she said, 'Why didst thou wink at the Turcoman?' 'God forbid!' answered I. 'I did not wink at him.' Quoth she, 'Beware lest thou

cross me;' and went away..74. The Simpleton and the Sharper ccclxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? Wherefore fair patience look thou use, for sure 'tis praiseworthy;

Yea, and its issues evermore are blessed and benign;.When the king heard this, his mind was occupied [with the story he had heard and that which

the vizier promised him], and he bade the latter depart to his own house..? ? ? ? ? Thou only art the whole of our desire; indeed Thy love is hid

within our hearts' most secret core..Cashghar, Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of, ii. 195..Barmecides, Er Reshid and the, i. 189..? ? ? ? ?

Indeed, mine eyelids still with tears are ulcered and to you My bowels yearn to be made whole of all their pain and heat..? ? ? ? ? w. The Sharper

and the Merchants dccccxv.God judge betwixt me and her lord! Away, i. 48..So Belehwan the froward abode king in his father's room and his

affairs prospered, what while the young Melik Shah lay in the underground dungeon four full-told years, till his charms faded and his favour

changed. When God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) willed to relieve him and bring him forth of the prison, Belehwan sat one day

with his chief officers and the grandees of his state and discoursed with them of the story of King Suleiman Shah and what was in his heart. Now

there were present certain viziers, men of worth, and they said to him, 'O king, verily God hath been bountiful unto thee and hath brought thee to

thy wish, so that thou art become king in thy father's stead and hast gotten thee that which thou soughtest. But, as for this boy, there is no guilt in

him, for that, from the day of his coming into the world, he hath seen neither ease nor joyance, and indeed his favour is faded and his charms

changed [with long prison]. What is his offence that he should merit this punishment? Indeed, it is others than he who were to blame, and God hath

given thee the victory over them, and there is no fault in this poor wight.' Quoth Belehwan, 'Indeed, it is as ye say; but I am fearful of his craft and

am not assured from his mischief; belike the most part of the folk will incline unto him.' 'O king,' answered they, 'what is this boy and what power

hath he? If thou fear him, send him to one of the frontiers.' And Belehwan said, 'Ye say sooth: we will send him to be captain over such an one of

the marches.'.Now the king was seated at the lattice, hearkening to their talk, and Abou Sabir's words angered him; so he bade bring him before him

and they brought him forthright. Now there was in the king's palace an underground dungeon and therein a vast deep pit, into which the king

caused cast Abou Sabir, saying to him, 'O lackwit, now shall we see how thou wilt come forth of the pit to the throne of the kingdom.' Then he used

to come and stand at the mouth of the pit and say, 'O lackwit, O Abou Sabir, I see thee not come forth of the pit and sit down on the king's throne!'

And he assigned him each day two cakes of bread, whilst Abou Sabir held his peace and spoke not, but bore with patience that which betided

him..So he repaired to the draper and buying of him a turban-cloth of lawn, returned with it to the old woman, who took it and burned it in two

places. Then she donned devotees' apparel and taking the turban-cloth with her, went to the draper's house and knocked at the door. When the

draper's wife saw her, she opened to her and received her kindly and made much of her and welcomed her. So the old woman went in to her and

conversed with her awhile. Then said she to her, "[I desire to make] the ablution [preparatory] to prayer." So the wife brought her water and she

made the ablution and standing up to pray, prayed and did her occasion. When she had made an end of her prayers, she left the turban-cloth in the

place of prayer and went away..There was once in the land of Hind a king of illustrious station, endowed with understanding and good sense, and

his name was Shah Bekht. He had a vizier, a man of worth and intelligence, prudent in counsel, conformable to him in his governance and just in

his judgment; wherefore his enviers were many and many were the hypocrites, who sought in him faults and set snares for him, so that they

insinuated into King Shah Bekht's eye hatred and rancour against him and sowed despite against him in his heart; and plot followed after plot, till

[at last] the king was brought to arrest him and lay him in prison and confiscate his good and avoid his estate. (77).? ? ? ? ? v. The Stolen Purse

dccccxcix.Fortune, Of the Uselessness of Endeavour against Persistent Ill, i. 70..The Fifth Day.152. Ardeshir and Heyat en Nufous dccxu.? ? ? ? ?

Yea, he thou lov'st shall be hard-hearted, recking not Of fortune's turns or fate's caprices, in his pride..Now Ilan Shah had three viziers, in whose

hands the affairs [of the kingdom] were [aforetime] and they had been used to leave not the king night nor day; but they became shut out from him

by reason of Abou Temam and the king was occupied with him to their exclusion. So they took counsel together upon the matter and said, 'What

counsel ye we should do, seeing that the king is occupied from us with yonder man, and indeed he honoureth him more than us? But now come, let

us cast about for a device, whereby we may remove him from the king.' So each of them spoke forth that which was in his mind, and one of them

said, 'The king of the Turks hath a daughter, whose like there is not in the world, and whatsoever messenger goeth to demand her in marriage, her

father slayeth him. Now our king hath no knowledge of this; so, come, let us foregather with him and bring up the talk of her. When his heart is

taken with her, we will counsel him to despatch Abou Temam to seek her hand in marriage; whereupon her father will slay him and we shall be

quit of him, for we have had enough of his affair.".? ? ? ? ? O morn, our loves that sunder'st, a sweet and easeful life Thou dost for me prohibit,

with thy regard austere..?STORY OF THE THREE MEN AND OUR LORD JESUS..?STORY OF THE KING AND HIS CHAMBERLAIN'S
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WIFE..? ? ? ? ? Sore, sore doth rigour me beset, its onslaughts bring me near Unto the straitness of the grave, ere in the shroud I'm dight.
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