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As for the man, he committed his affair to God the Most High, relying upon Him for deliverance, and said in himself, 'What is this affair?' Then he
did away the leaves from himself and rising, saw great plenty of men's bones there, of those whom the lion had devoured. He looked again and saw
a heap of gold lying alongside a girdle; (140) whereat he marvelled and gathering up the gold in his skirts, went forth of the thicket and fled in
affright at hazard, turning neither to the right nor to the left, in his fear of the lion; till he came to a village and cast himself down, as he were dead.
He lay there till the day appeared and he was rested from his fatigue, when he arose and burying the gold, entered the village. Thus God gave him
relief and he came by the gold.".Then her case changed and her colour paled; and when Shefikeh saw her mistress in this plight, she repaired to her
mother and told her that the lady Mariyeh refused meat and drink. "Since when hath this befallen her?" asked the queen, and Shefikeh answered,
"Since yesterday;" whereat the queen was confounded and betaking herself to her daughter, that she might enquire into her case, found her as one
dead. So she sat down at her head and Mariyeh opened her eyes and seeing her mother sitting by her, sat up for shamefastness before her. The
queen questioned her of her case and she said, "I entered the bath and it stupefied me and weakened me and left an exceeding pain in my head; but
I trust in God the Most High that it will cease.".?STORY OF THE IDIOT AND THE SHARPER..The king approved her speech and bestowed on
her a dress of honour and gave her magnificent gifts; after which, for that his choice had fallen upon his younger son, Melik Shah, he married her
with him and made him his heir apparent and caused the folk swear fealty to him. When this came to the knowledge of his brother Belehwan and he
was ware that his younger brother had been preferred over him, his breast was straitened and the affair was grievous to him and envy entered into
him and rancour; but he concealed this in his heart, whilst fire raged therein because of the damsel and the kingship..? ? ? ? ? n. The Man who
never Laughed again dlxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Behold, my loved ones all are ta'en from me away..Peace on you, people of my troth! With peace I
do you greet, ii. 224..There was once a king of the kings of Hind, who was goodly of polity, praiseworthy in administration, just to his subjects,
beneficent to men of learning and piety and asceticism and devoutness and worship and shunning traitors and froward folk and those of lewd life.
On this wise of polity he abode in his kingship what God the Most High willed of days and hours and years, and he married the daughter of his
father's brother, a beautiful and lovesome woman, endowed with brightness and perfection, who had been reared in the king's house in splendour
and delight. She bore him two sons, the comeliest that might be of boys. Then came fore-ordained fate, which there is no warding off, and God the
Most High raised up against the king another king, who came forth upon his realm, and all the folk of the city, who had a mind unto evil and
lewdness, joined themselves unto him. So he fortified himself against the king and made himself master of his kingdom, putting his troops to the
rout and slaying his guards..Presently, in came Mesrour the eunuch to him and saluted him and seeing Nuzhet el Fuad stretched out, uncovered her
face and said, "There is no god but God! Our sister Nuzhet el Fuad is dead. How sudden was the [stroke of] destiny! May God have mercy on thee
and acquit thee of responsibility!" Then he returned and related what had passed before the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh, and he laughing. "O
accursed one,' said the Khalif, "is this a time for laughter? Tell us which is dead of them." "By Allah, O my lord," answered Mesrour, "Aboulhusn
is well and none is dead but Nuzhet el Fuad." Quoth the Khalif to Zubeideh, "Thou hast lost thy pavilion in thy play," and he laughed at her and
said to Mesrour, "O Mesrour, tell her what thou sawest." "Verily, O my lady," said the eunuch, "I ran without ceasing till I came in to Aboulhusn in
his house and found Nuzhet el Fuad lying dead and Aboulhusn sitting at her head, weeping. I saluted him and condoled with him and sat down by
his side and uncovered the face of Nuzhet el Fuad and saw her dead and her face swollen. So I said to him, 'Carry her out forthright [to burial], so
we may pray over her.' He answered, 'It is well;' and I left him to lay her out and came hither, that I might tell you the news.".So saying, he spat in
her face and went out from her; whilst Shah Khatoun made him no answer, knowing that, if she spoke at that time, he would not credit her speech.
Then she humbled herself in supplication to God the Most High and said, 'O God the Great, Thou knowest the hidden things and the outward parts
and the inward' If an advanced term (137) be [appointed] to me, let it not be deferred, and if a deferred one, let it not be advanced!' On this wise she
passed some days, whilst the king fell into perplexity and forswore meat and drink and sleep and abode knowing not what he should do and saying
[in himself], 'If I kill the eunuch and the youth, my soul will not be solaced, for they are not to blame, seeing that she sent to fetch him, and my
heart will not suffer me to slay them all three. But I will not be hasty in putting them to death, for that I fear repentance.' Then he left them, so he
might look into the affair..Then he sprang up [and going] to the place wherein was the other half of his good, [took it] and lived with it well; and he
swore that he would never again consort with those whom he knew, but would company only with the stranger nor entertain him but one night and
that, whenas it morrowed, he would never know him more. So he fell to sitting every night on the bridge (7) and looking on every one who passed
by him; and if he saw him to be a stranger, he made friends with him and carried him to his house, where he caroused with him till the morning.
Then he dismissed him and would never more salute him nor ever again drew near unto him neither invited him..I marvelled at this with the utmost
wonderment and knew that he was of the sons of the pious. So I bestirred myself for his release and tended him [till he recovered] and besought
him of quittance and absolution of responsibility.'.? ? ? ? ? Thy letter reached me; when the words thou wrot'st therein I read, My longing waxed
and pain and woe redoubled on my head..?A MERRY JEST OF A THIEF..? ? ? ? ? e. The Niggard and the Loaves of Bread dlxxx.? ? ? ? ? g. The
King's Son and the Ogress dcccclxxxv.The learned man bethought him awhile of this, then made for Khelbes's house, which adjoined his own, still
holding the latter; and when they entered, they found the young man lying on the bed with Khelbes's wife; whereupon quoth he to him, 'O accursed
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one, the calamity is with thee and in thine own house!' So Khelbes put away his wife and went forth, fleeing, and returned not to his own land.
This, then," continued the vizier, "is the consequence of lewdness, for whoso purposeth in himself craft and perfidy, they get possession of him,
and had Khelbes conceived of himself that (266) which he conceived of the folk of dishonour and calamity, there had betided him nothing of this.
Nor is this story, rare and extraordinary though it be, more extraordinary or rarer than that of the pious woman whose husband's brother accused her
of lewdness.".99. The History of Gherib and his brother Agib dcxcviii.? ? ? ? ? Suppose for distraction he seek in the Spring and its blooms one
day, The face of his loved one holds the only Spring for his eye..(Quoth Abdallah ben Nan) So I became his boon-companion and entertained him
by night [with stories and the like]; and this pleased him to the utmost and he took me into especial favour and bestowed on me dresses of honour
and assigned me a separate lodging; brief, he was everywise bountiful to me and could not brook to be parted from me a single hour. So I abode
with him a while of time and every night I caroused with him [and entertained him], till the most part of the night was past; and when drowsiness
overcame him, he would rise [and betake himself] to his sleeping-place, saying to me, "Forsake not my service for that of another than I and hold
not aloof from my presence." And I made answer with "Hearkening and obedience.".'This is idle talk,' answered the cook. 'Thou canst not deliver
thyself with this, O youth, for that in thy deliverance is my destruction.' Quoth Selim, 'I swear to thee and give thee the covenant of God (to whom
belong might and majesty) and His bond, that He took of His prophets, that I will not discover thy secret ever.' But the cook answered, saying,
'Away! Away! This may no wise be.' However, Selim ceased not to conjure him and make supplication to him and weep, while the cook persisted
in his intent to slaughter him. Then he wept and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Parting hath sundered us, belov'd; indeed, I stood in dread Of
this, whilst yet our happiness in union was complete..? ? ? ? ? Parting afar hath borne you, but longing still is fain To bring you near; meseemeth
mine eye doth you contain..When the evening evened, the king sat in his privy closet and summoning the vizier, required of him the promised
story. So Er Rehwan said, "Know, O king, that.The folk flocked about them, to divert themselves with watching the play, and they called the
bystanders to witness of the wager and fell a-playing. El Abbas forbore the merchant, so he might lead him on, and procrastinated with him awhile;
and the merchant won and took of him the hundred dinars. Then said the prince, "Wilt thou play another game?" And the other answered, "O youth,
I will not play again, except it be for a thousand dinars." Quoth the prince, "Whatsoever thou stakest, I will match thy stake with the like thereof."
So the merchant brought out a thousand dinars and the prince covered them with other thousand. Then they fell a-playing, but El Abbas was not
long with him ere he beat him in the square of the elephant, (77) nor did he leave to do thus till he had beaten him four times and won of him four
thousand dinars..64. Haroun er Reshid and the Three Girls dcli.So he went walking in the thoroughfares of the city and viewing its ordinance and
its markets and thoroughfares and gazing on its folk. Presently, Abou Nuwas met him. (Now he was of those of whom it is said, "They love the
fair," (8) and indeed there is said what is said concerning him. (9) When he saw Noureddin Ali, he stared at him in amazement and exclaimed,
"Say, I take refuge with the Lord of the Daybreak!" (10) Then he accosted the young Damascene and saluting him, said to him, "Why do I see my
lord alone and forlorn? Meseemeth thou art a stranger and knowest not this country; so, with my lord's permission, I will put myself at his service
and acquaint him with the streets, for that I know this city." Quoth Noureddin, "This will be of thy favour, O uncle." Whereat Abou Nuwas rejoiced
and fared on with him, showing him the markets and thoroughfares, till they came to the house of a slave-dealer, where he stopped and said to the
youth, "From what city art thou?" "From Damascus," answered Noureddin; and Abou Nuwas said, "By Allah, thou art from a blessed city, even as
saith of it the poet in the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Whenas in body ye from us are far removed, would God I knew who shall to us himself with
news of you present!.? ? ? ? ? j. The Two Kings dcxvi.?THE FIFTH OFFICER'S STORY..Son, Story of King Ibrahim and his, i. 138..Sindbad the
Sailor, The Seventh Voyage of, iii. 224..? ? ? ? ? How long did the heart for thy love that languished with longing endure A burden of passion,
'neath which e'en mountains might totter and fail!.The news came to the rest of the kings; so they [flew after him and] overtaking him, found him
full of trouble and fear, with fire issuing from his nostrils, and said to him, 'O Sheikh Aboultawaif, what is to do?' Quoth he, 'Know that Meimoun
hath carried off Tuhfeh from my palace and outraged mine honour.' When they heard this, they said, 'There is no power and no virtue but in God
the Most High, the Supreme! By Allah, he hath ventured upon a grave matter and indeed he destroyeth himself and his people!' Then the Sheikh
Iblis gave not over flying till he fell in with the tribes of the Jinn, and there gathered themselves together unto him much people, none may tell the
tale of them save God the Most High. So they came to the Fortress of Copper and the Citadel of Lead, (238) and the people of the strongholds saw
the tribes of the Jinn issuing from every steep mountain-pass and said, 'What is to do?' Then Iblis went in to King Es Shisban and acquainted him
with that which had befallen, whereupon quoth he, 'May God destroy Meimoun and his folk! He thinketh to possess Tuhfeh, and she is become
queen of the Jinn! But have patience till we contrive that which befitteth in the matter of Tuhfeh.' Quoth Iblis, 'And what befitteth it to do?' And Es
Shisban said, *We will fall upon him and slay him and his people with the sword.'.79. Khusrau and Shirin and the Fisherman cccxci.5. Noureddin
Ali of Cairo and his Son Bedreddin Hassan xx.? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.? ? ? ? ? The camel-leader singing came with
the belov'd; our wish Accomplished was and we were quit of all the railers' prate..? ? ? ? ? r. Prince Behram of Persia and the Princess Ed Detma
dccccxciv.As for the king their father, he abode with his wife, their mother, what while God (to whom belong might and majesty) willed, and they
rejoiced in reunion with each other. The kingship endured unto them and glory and victory, and the king continued to rule with justice and equity,
so that the people loved him and still invoked on him and on his sons length of days and durance; and they lived the most delightsome of lives till
there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of Companies, He who layeth waste the palaces and peopleth the tombs; and this is all
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that hath come down to us of the story of the king and his wife and children. Nor," added the vizier, "if this story be a solace and a diversion, is it
pleasanter or more diverting than that of the young man of Khorassan and his mother and sister.".After your loss, nor trace of me nor vestige would
remain, iii. 41..? ? ? ? ? y. The Debauchee and the Three-year-old Child dcv.? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest Lady's Story lxiii.? ? ? ? ? A fair one, to
idolaters if she herself should show, They'd leave their idols and her face for only Lord would know;.I did as she bade me and when I returned, she
said to me, "Sit, so I may relate to thee yonder fellow's case, lest thou be affrighted at that which hath befallen him. Thou must know that I am the
Khalif's favourite, nor is there any more in honour with him than I; and I am allowed six nights in each month, wherein I go down [into the city and
take up my abode] with my [former] mistress, who reared me; and when I go down thus, I dispose of myself as I will. Now this young man was the
son of neighbours of my mistress, when I was a virgin girl. One day, my mistress was [engaged] with the chief [officers] of the palace and I was
alone in the house. When the night came on, I went up to the roof, so I might sleep there, and before I was aware, this youth came up from the
street and falling upon me, knelt on my breast. He was armed with a poniard and I could not win free of him till he had done away my maidenhead
by force; and this sufficed him not, but he must needs disgrace me with all the folk, for, as often as I came down from the palace, he would lie in
wait for me by the way and swive me against my will and follow me whithersoever I went. This, then, is my story, and as for thee, thou pleasest me
and thy patience pleaseth me and thy good faith and loyal service, and there abideth with me none dearer than thou." Then I lay with her that night
and there befell what befell between us till the morning, when she gave me wealth galore and fell to coming to the pavilion six days in every
month..When Dabdin heard this, he burnt with rage and said to one of his eunuchs, (115) 'Go and slay her in her chamber.' But the eunuch said to
him, 'O king, may God prolong thy continuance! Indeed, the killing of her may not be at this time; but do thou bid one of thine eunuchs take her up
on a camel and carry her to one of the trackless deserts and cast her down there; so, if she be at fault, God shall cause her to perish, and if she be
innocent, He will deliver her, and the king shall be free from sin against her, for that this damsel is dear to thee and thou slewest her father by
reason of thy love for her.' Quoth the king, 'By Allah, thou sayst sooth!' Then he bade one of his eunuchs carry her on a camel to one of the far-off
deserts and there leave her and go away, and he forbade [him] to prolong her torment. So he took her up and betaking himself with her to the
desert, left her there without victual or water and returned, whereupon she made for one of the [sand-]hills and ranging stones before her [in the
form of a prayer-niche], stood praying..? ? ? ? ? a. The Hawk and the Partridge cxlix.The first who sought her in marriage was King Nebhan of
Mosul, who came to her with a great company, bringing with him an hundred she-camels laden with musk and aloes-wood and ambergris and as
many laden with camphor and jewels and other hundred laden with silver money and yet other hundred laden with raiment of silken and other
stuffs and brocade, besides an hundred slave-girls and an hundred magnificent horses of swift and generous breeds, completely housed and
accoutred, as they were brides; and all this he laid before her father, demanding her of him in marriage. Now King Ins ben Cais had bound himself
by an oath that he would not marry his daughter but to him whom she should choose; so, when King Nebhan sought her in marriage, her father
went in to her and consulted her concerning his affair. She consented not and he repeated to Nebhan that which she said, whereupon he departed
from him. After this came King Behram, lord of the White Island, with riches more than the first; but she accepted not of him and he returned,
disappointed; nor did the kings give over coming to her father, on her account, one after other, from the farthest of the lands and the climes, each
glorying in more (54) than those who forewent him; but she paid no heed unto any of one them..We were sleeping one night on the roof, when a
woman made her way into the house and gathering into a bundle all that was therein, took it up, that she might go away with it. Now she was great
with child and near upon her term and the hour of her deliverance; so, when she made up the bundle and offered to shoulder it and make off with it,
she hastened the coming of the pangs of labour and gave birth to a child in the dark. Then she sought for the flint and steel and striking a light,
kindled the lamp and went round about the house with the little one, and it was weeping. [The noise awoke us,] as we lay on the roof, and we
marvelled. So we arose, to see what was to do, and looking down through the opening of the saloon, (112) saw a woman, who had kindled the
lamp, and heard the little one weeping. She heard our voices and raising her eyes to us, said, "Are ye not ashamed to deal with us thus and discover
our nakedness? Know ye not that the day belongeth to you and the night to us? Begone from us! By Allah, were it not that ye have been my
neighbours these [many] years, I would bring down the house upon you!" We doubted not but that she was of the Jinn and drew back our heads;
but, when we arose on the morrow, we found that she had taken all that was with us and made off with it; wherefore we knew that she was a thief
and had practised [on us] a device, such as was never before practised; and we repented, whenas repentance advantaged us not.'.? ? ? ? ? An you'd
of evil be quit, look that no evil yon do; Nay, but do good, for the like God will still render to you..The Khalif assigned them pensions and
allowances and as for Noureddin, his father brought him those riches and his wealth waxed and his case was goodly, till he became the richest of
the folk of his time in Baghdad and left not the presence of the Commander of the Faithful night or day. Moreover, he was vouchsafed children by
Sitt el Milah, and he ceased not to live the most delightsome of lives, he and she and his father and mother, a while of time, till Aboulhusn sickened
of a sore sickness and was admitted to the mercy of God the Most High. After awhile, his mother died also and he carried them forth and shrouded
them and buried and made them expiations and nativities. (45) Then his children grew up and became like unto moons, and he reared them in
splendour and fondness, what while his wealth waxed and his case flourished. He ceased not to pay frequent visits to the Commander of the
Faithful, he and his children and his slave-girl Sitt el Milah, and they abode, he and they, in all solace of life and prosperity till there came to them
the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies; and extolled be the perfection of the Abiding One, the Eternal! This is all that hath come
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down to us of their story..61. Musab ben ez Zubeir and Aaisheh his Wife dcxlix.? ? ? ? ? To Baghdad upon a matter of all moment do I fare, For the
love of one whose beauties have my reason led astray..Presently, his friends and acquaintances among the merchants and people of the market
began to come up to him, by ones and twos, to give him joy, and said to him, laughing, "God's blessing on thee! Where an the sweetmeats? Where
is the coffee? (262) It would seem thou hast forgotten us; surely, the charms of the bride have disordered thy reason and taken thy wit, God help
thee! Well, well; we give thee joy, we give thee joy." And they made mock of him, whilst he gave them no answer and was like to tear his clothes
and weep for vexation. Then they went away from him, and when it was the hour of noon, up came his mistress, trailing her skirts and swaying in
her gait, as she were a cassia-branch in a garden. She was yet more richly dressed and adorned and more bewitching (263) in her symmetry and
grace than on the previous day, so that she made the passers stop and stand in ranks to look on her..?Story of King Suleiman Shah and His Sons..3.
The Porter and the Three Ladies of Baghdad xxviii.So, when he arose in the morning, he repaired to the vizier and repeated to him that which the
old woman had taught him; whereat the vizier marvelled and said to him, 'What sayst thou of a man, who seeth in his house four holes, and in each
a viper offering to come out and kill him, and in his house are four staves and each hole may not be stopped but with the ends of two staves? How
shall he stop all the holes and deliver himself from the vipers?' When the merchant heard this, there betided him [of concern] what made him forget
the first and he said to the vizier, 'Grant me time, so I may consider the answer.' 'Go out,' replied the vizier, 'and bring me the answer, or I will seize
thy good.'.THE TEN VIZIERS; OR THE HISTORY OF KING AZADBEKHT AND HIS SON. (94).? ? ? ? ? Yet, if with him forgotten be the
troth-plight of our loves, I have a king who of his grace will not forget me e'er..God, Of the Speedy Relief of, i. 174..? ? ? ? ? n. The Man whose
Caution was the Cause of his Death dcccciii.Then he again began to pay me frequent visits and I entered into converse with him and questioned
him of the band and how he came to escape, he alone of them all. Quoth he, 'I left them from the day on which God the Most High delivered thee
from them, for that they would not obey my speech; wherefore I swore that I would no longer consort with them.' And I said, 'By Allah, I marvel at
thee, for that thou wast the cause of my preservation!' Quoth he, 'The world is full of this sort [of folk]; and we beseech God the Most High for
safety, for that these [wretches] practise upon men with every kind of device.' Then said I to him, 'Tell me the most extraordinary adventure of all
that befell thee in this villainy thou wast wont to practise.' And he answered, saying, 'O my brother, I was not present when they did on this wise,
for that my part with them was to concern myself with selling and buying and [providing them with] food; but I have heard that the most
extraordinary thing that befell them was on this wise..Meanwhile, news was brought that Khorassan had been conquered; (23) whereupon Er
Reshid rejoiced and bade decorate Baghdad and release all who were in the prisons, giving each of them a dinar and a dress. So Jaafer addressed
himself to the decoration of the city and bade his brother El Fezl ride to the prison and clothe and release the prisoners. El Fezl did his brother's
bidding and released all but the young Damascene, who abode still in the Prison of Blood, saying, "There is no power and no virtue save in God the
Most High, the Sublime! Verily, we are God's and to Him we return." Then said El Fezl to the gaoler, "Is there any prisoner left in the prison?"
"No," answered he, and El Fezl was about to depart, when Noureddin called out to him from within the prison, saying, "O my lord, tarry, for there
remaineth none in the prison other than I and indeed I am oppressed. This is a day of clemency and there is no disputing concerning it." El Fezl
bade release him; so they set him free and he gave him a dress and a dinar. So the young man went out, bewildered and knowing not whither he
should go, for that he had abidden in the prison nigh a year and indeed his condition was changed and his favour faded, and he abode walking and
turning round, lest El Muradi should come upon him and cast him into another calamity..122. El Hejjaj ben Yousuf and the Pious Man
cccclxx.KING SHAH BEKHT AND HIS VIZIER ER REHWAN. (177).Then they all four arose, laying wagers with one another, and went forth,
walking, from the palace-gate [and fared on] till they came in at the gate of the street in which Aboulhusn el Khelia dwelt. He saw them and said to
his wife Nuzhet el Fuad, "Verily, all that is sticky is not a pancake and not every time cometh the jar off safe. (38)' Meseemeth the old woman hath
gone and told her lady and acquainted her with our case and she hath disputed with Mesrour the eunuch and they have laid wagers with one another
about our death and are come to us, all four, the Khalif and the eunuch and the Lady Zubeideh and the old woman." When Nuzhet el Fuad heard
this, she started up from her lying posture and said, "How shall we do?" And he said, "We will both feign ourselves dead and stretch ourselves out
and hold our breath." So she hearkened unto him and they both lay down on the siesta[-carpet] and bound their feet and shut their eyes and covered
themselves with the veil and held their breath..120. The Pious Black Slave cccclxvii.Now a party of the troops had banded themselves together for
Belehwan; so they sent to him and bringing him privily, went in to the little Melik Shah and seized him and seated his uncle Belehwan on the
throne of the kingship. Then they proclaimed him king and did homage to him all, saying, 'Verily, we desire thee and deliver to thee the throne of
the kingship; but we wish of thee that thou slay not thy brother's son, for that on our consciences are the oaths we swore to his father and
grandfather and the covenants we made with them.' So Belehwan granted them this and imprisoned the boy in an underground dungeon and
straitened him. Presently, the heavy news reached his mother and this was grievous to her; but she could not speak and committed her affair to God
the Most High, daring not name this to King Caesar her husband, lest she should make her uncle King Suleiman Shah a liar..As I sat one day in my
shop, there came up to me a fair woman, as she were the moon at its rising, and with her a slave-girl. Now I was a handsome man in my time; so
the lady sat down on [the bench before] my shop and buying stuffs of me, paid down the price and went away. I questioned the girl of her and she
said, "I know not her name." Quoth I, "Where is her abode?" "In heaven," answered the slave-girl; and I said, "She is presently on the earth; so
when doth she ascend to heaven and where is the ladder by which she goeth up?" Quoth the girl, "She hath her lodging in a palace between two
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rivers, (181) to wit, the palace of El Mamoun el Hakim bi Amrillah." (182) Then said I, "I am a dead man, without recourse; "but she replied,
"Have patience, for needs must she return unto thee and buy stuffs of thee yet again." "And how cometh it," asked I, "that the Commander of the
Faithful trusteth her to go out?" "He loveth her with an exceeding love," answered she, "and is wrapped up in her and gainsayeth her not.".When it
was the third day, the third vizier came in to the king and said to him, "O king, delay not the affair of this youth, for that his deed hath caused us
fall into the mouths of the folk, and it behoveth that thou slay him presently, so the talk may be estopped from us and it be not said, 'The king saw
on his bed a man with his wife and spared him.'"* The king was chagrined by this speech and bade bring the youth. So they brought him in
shackles, and indeed the king's anger was roused against him by the speech of the vizier and he was troubled; so he said to him, "O base of origin,
thou hast dishonoured us and marred our repute, and needs must I do away thy life from the world." Quoth the youth, "O king, make use of
patience in all thine affairs, so wilt thou attain thy desire, for that God the Most High hath appointed the issue of patience [to be] in abounding
good, and indeed by patience Abou Sabir ascended from the pit and sat down upon the throne." "Who was Abou Sabir," asked the king, "and what
is his story?" And the youth answered, saying, "O king,.Thirteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 181..Then he arose and going in to his daughter, found
her mother with her; so he set out to them the case and Mariyeh said, "O father mine, my wish is subject unto (122) thy commandment and my will
ensueth thy will; so whatsoever thou choosest, I am still obedient unto thee and under thy dominion." Therewithal the King knew that Mariyeh
inclined unto El Abbas; so he returned forthright to King El Aziz and said to him, "May God amend the King! Verily, the occasion is accomplished
and there is no opposition unto that which thou commandest" Quoth El Aziz, "By God's leave are occasions accomplished. How deemest thou, O
King, of fetching El Abbas and drawing up the contract of marriage between Mariyeh and him?" And Ins ben Cais answered, saying, "Thine be it
to decide.".Relief of God, Of the Speedy, i. 174..Now the folk used to go in to her and salute her and crave her prayers; and it was her wont to pray
for none till he had confessed to her his sins, when she would seek pardon for him and pray for him that he might be healed, and he was
straightway made whole of sickness, by permission of God the Most High. [So, when the four sick men were brought in to her,] she knew them
forthright, though they knew her not, and said to them, ' Let each of you confess his sins, so I may crave pardon for him and pray for him.' And the
brother said, 'As for me, I required my brother's wife of herself and she refused; whereupon despite and folly (7) prompted me and I lied against her
and accused her to the townsfolk of adultery; so they stoned her and slew her unjustly and unrighteously; and this is the issue of unright and
falsehood and of the slaying of the [innocent] soul, whose slaughter God hath forbidden.'.And when she had made an end of her song, she wept
sore..? ? ? ? ? Yet shall thou suffer that which I from thee have borne And with love's woes thy heart shall yet be mortified..? ? ? ? ? You swore
you'd be faithful to us and our love, And true to your oath and your troth-plight were you;.Sixth Officer's Story, The, ii. 146..? ? ? ? ? Then sent I
speech to thee in verses such as burn The heart; reproach therein was none nor yet unright;.So he repaired to the scribe, who wrote him the scroll,
and he brought it to his master, who set it on the door and said to the damsel, "Art thou satisfied?" "Yes," answered she. "Arise forthright and get
thee to the place before the citadel, where do thou foregather with all the mountebanks and ape-dancers and bear-leaders and drummers and pipers
and bid them come to thee to-morrow early, with their drums and pipes, what time thou drinkest coffee with thy father-in-law the Cadi, and
congratulate thee and wish thee joy, saying, 'A blessed day, O son of our uncle! Indeed, thou art the vein (266) of our eye! We rejoice for thee, and
if thou be ashamed of us, verily, we pride ourselves upon thee; so, though thou banish us from thee, know that we will not forsake thee, albeit thou
forsakest us.' And do thou fall to strewing dinars and dirhems amongst them; whereupon the Cadi will question thee, and do thou answer him,
saying, 'My father was an ape-dancer and this is our original condition; but out Lord opened on us [the gate of fortune] and we have gotten us a
name among the merchants and with their provost.'.Now there accosted him once, on his day of ill-omen, an Arab of the Benou Tai, (170) and En
Numan would have put him to death; but the Arab said, "God quicken the king! I have two little girls and have made none guardian over them; so,
if the king see fit to grant me leave to go to them, I will give him the covenant of God (171) that I will return to him, whenas I have appointed them
a guardian." En Numan had compassion on him and said to him, "If a man will be surety for thee of those who are with us, [I will let thee go], and
if thou return not, I will put him to death." Now there was with En Numan his vizier Sherik ben Amrou; so the Tai (172) looked at him and
said,.King Azadbekht and his Son, History of, i. 61..Quoth Selim to her, 'It is for thee to decide and excellent is that which thou counsellest; so let
us do this, in the name of God the Most High, trusting in Him for grace and guidance.' So they arose and took the richest of their clothes and the
lightest of that which was in their treasuries of jewels and things of price and gathered together a great matter. Then they equipped them ten mules
and hired them servants of other than the people of the country; and Selim bade his sister Selma don man's apparel. Now she was the likest of all
creatures to him, so that, [when she was clad in man's attire,] the folk knew no difference between them, extolled be the perfection of Him who
hath no like, there is no God but He! Then he bade her mount a horse, whilst he himself bestrode another, and they set out, under cover of the night.
None of their family nor of the people of their house knew of them; so they fared on into the wide world of God and gave not over going night and
day two months' space, at the end of which time they came to a city on the sea-shore of the land of Mekran, by name Es Sherr, and it is the first city
in Sind..? ? ? ? ? The raven of parting croaks loud at our door; Alas, for our raven cleaves fast to us aye!.107. The Ruined Man of Baghdad and his
Slave-girl dccclxiv.Now he had no treasure; but the thief believed him not and insisted upon him with threats and blows. When he saw that he got
no profit of him, he said to him, 'Swear by the oath of divorce from thy wife (247) [that thou hast nothing].' So he swore and his wife said to him,
'Out on thee! Wilt thou divorce me? Is not the treasure buried in yonder chamber?' Then she turned to the thief and conjured him to multiply blows
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upon her husband, till he should deliver to him the treasure, concerning which he had sworn falsely. So he drubbed him grievously, till he carried
him to a certain chamber, wherein she signed to him that the treasure was and that he should take it up..Then she mounted the mule and repairing to
the palace of the Commander of the Faithful, went in to him and kissed the earth before him. Quoth he to her, as who should make mock of her, "I
doubt not but thou hast found thy lord." "By thy felicity and the length of thy continuance [on life,]" answered she, "I have indeed found him!"
Now Er Reshid was leaning back; but, when he heard this, he sat up and said to her, "By my life, [is this thou sayest] true?" "Ay, by thy life!"
answered she; and he said, "Bring him into my presence, so I may see him." But she replied, "O my lord, there have betided him many stresses and
his charms are changed and his favour faded; and indeed the Commander of the Faithful vouchsafed me a month; wherefore I will tend him the rest
of the month and then bring him to do his service to the Commander of the Faithful." Quoth Er Reshid, "True; the condition was for a month; but
tell me what hath betided him." "O my lord," answered she, "may God prolong thy continuance and make Paradise thy place of returning and thy
harbourage and the fire the abiding-place of thine enemies, when he presenteth himself to pay his respects to thee, he will expound to thee his case
and will name unto thee those who have wronged him; and indeed this is an arrear that is due to the Commander of the Faithful, in (41) whom may
God fortify the Faith and vouchsafe him the mastery over the rebel and the froward!".Quoth Jesus (on whom be peace!), 'Had these dealt prudently,
they had taken thought for themselves; but they neglected the issues of events; for that whoso acteth prudently is safe and conquereth, (252) and
whoso neglecteth precaution perisheth and repenteth.' Nor," added the vizier," is this more extraordinary nor goodlier than the story of the king,
whose kingdom was restored to him and his wealth, after he had become poor, possessing not a single dirhem.".The company marvelled at the
goodliness of his story and it pleased El Melik ez Zahir; and the prefect said, 'By Allah, this story is extraordinary!' Then came forward the sixth
officer and said to the company, 'Hear my story and that which befell me, to wit, that which befell such an one the assessor, for it is rarer than this
and stranger..King's Son of Cashghar, Abdullah ben Nafi and the, ii. 195..When the king heard their speech, he bade the crier make proclamation in
the thoroughfares of the city that the troops should prepare [for the march] and that the horsemen should mount and the footmen come forth; nor
was it but the twinkling of the eye ere the drums beat and the trumpets sounded; and scarce was the forenoon of the day passed when the city was
blocked with horse and foot. So the king passed them in review and behold, they were four-and-twenty thousand in number, horsemen and
footmen. He bade them go forth to the enemy and gave the commandment over them to Said ibn el Wakidi, a doughty cavalier and a valiant man of
war. So the horsemen set out and fared on along the bank of the Tigris..110. King Shah Bekhi and his Vizier Er Rehwan dccclxxxv.On this wise he
continued to do for the space of a whole year, till, one day, as he sat on the bridge, according to his custom, expecting who should come to him, so
he might take him and pass the night with him, behold, [up came] the Khalif and Mesrour, the swordsman of his vengeance, disguised [in
merchants' habits] as of their wont. So he looked at them and rising up, for that he knew them not, said to them, "What say ye? Will you go with me
to my dwelling-place, so ye may eat what is ready and drink what is at hand, to wit, bread baked in the platter (8) and meat cooked and wine
clarified?" The Khalif refused this, but he conjured him and said to him, "God on thee, O my lord, go with me, for thou art my guest this night, and
disappoint not my expectation concerning thee!" And he ceased not to press him till he consented to him; whereat Aboulhusn rejoiced and going on
before him, gave not over talking with him till they came to his [house and he carried the Khalif into the] saloon. Er Reshid entered and made his
servant abide at the door; and as soon as he was seated, Aboulhusn brought him somewhat to eat; so he ate, and Aboulhusn ate with him, so eating
might be pleasant to him. Then he removed the tray and they washed their hands and the Khalif sat down again; whereupon Aboulhusn set on the
drinking vessels and seating himself by his side, fell to filling and giving him to drink and entertaining him with discourse..Bibers el Bunducdari
and the Sixteen Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin, ii. 117..Then she cast the lute from her hand and swooned away; so she was
carried to her chamber and indeed passion waxed upon her. After a long while, the Commander of the Faithful sent for her a third time and bade
her sing. So she took the lute and sang the following verses:.As for the princess Mariyeh, when she returned to her palace, she bethought herself
concerning the affair of El Abbas, repenting her of that which she had done, and the love of him took root in her heart. So, when the night darkened
upon her, she dismissed all her women and bringing out the letters, to wit, those which El Abbas had written, fell to reading them and weeping. She
gave not over weeping her night long, and when she arose in the morning, she called a damsel of her slave-girls, Shefikeh by name, and said to her,
"O damsel, I purpose to discover to thee mine affair, and I charge thee keep my secret; to wit, I would have thee betake thyself to the house of the
nurse, who used to serve me, and fetch her to me, for that I have grave occasion for her.".Then the old queen and her daughter and son-in-law
embarked in the ship and setting sail, fared on till they came to the land of Mekran. Their arrival there befell at the last of the day; so they passed
the night in the ship, and when the day was near to break, the young king went down from the ship, that he might go to the bath, and made for the
market. As he drew near the bath, the cook met him by the way and knew him; so he laid hands on him and binding his arms fast behind him,
carried him to his house, where he clapped the old shackles on his feet and straightway cast him back into his whilom place of duresse..They tell
that Haroun er Reshid was sitting one day to do away grievances, when there came up to him a woman and said to him, "O Commander of the
Faithful, may God accomplish thine affair and cause thee rejoice in that which He hath given thee and increase thee in elevation! Indeed, thou hast
done justice (85) and wrought equitably." (86) Quoth the Khalif to those who were present with him, "Know ye what this woman meaneth by her
saying?" And they answered, "Of a surety, she meaneth not otherwise than well, O Commander of the Faithful." "Nay," rejoined Haroun; "she
purposeth only in this an imprecation against me. As for her saying, 'God accomplish thine affair!' she hath taken it from the saying of the poet,
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'When an affair is accomplished, its abatement (87) beginneth. Beware of cessation, whenas it is said, "It is accomplished."' As for her saying 'God
cause thee rejoice in that which He hath given thee,' she took it from the saying of God the Most High, 'Till, whenas they rejoiced in that which
they were given, we took them suddenly and lo, they were confounded!' (88) As for her saying, 'God increase thee in elevation!' she took it from
the saying of the poet, 'No bird flieth and riseth up on high, but, like as he flieth, he falleth.' And as for her saying, 'Indeed, thou hast done justice
and wrought equitably,' it is from the saying of the Most High, '[If ye deviate (89) or lag behind or turn aside, verily, God of that which ye do is
aware;' (90) and] 'As for the transgressors,' (91) they are fuel for hell[-fire]." (92).I was once an officer in the household of the Amir Jemaleddin El
Atwesh El Mujhidi, who was invested with the governance of the Eastern and Western districts, (107) and I was dear to his heart and he concealed
from me nought of that which he purposed to do; and withal he was master of his reason. (108) It chanced one day that it was reported to him that
the daughter of such an one had wealth galore and raiment and jewels and she loved a Jew, whom every day she invited to be private with her, and
they passed the day eating and drinking in company and he lay the night with her. The prefect feigned to give no credence to this story, but one
night he summoned the watchmen of the quarter and questioned them of this. Quoth one of them, "O my lord, I saw a Jew enter the street in
question one night; but know not for certain to whom he went in." And the prefect said, "Keep thine eye on him henceforth and note what place he
entereth." So the watchman went out and kept his eye on the Jew..? ? ? ? ? When in the sitting-chamber we for merry-making sate, With thine eyes'
radiance the place thou didst illuminate.? ? ? ? ? Be patient under its calamities, For all things have an issue soon or late..? ? ? ? ? Desire hath left
me wasted, afflicted, sore afraid, For the spy knows the secret whereof I do complain..Behold, I am clad in a robe of leaves green, ii. 242..Now,
when the draper saw the turban-cloth, he resolved to put away his wife and waited but till he should get together that which was obligatory on him
of the dowry and what not else, (56) for fear of her people. When the old woman arose in the morning, she took the young man and carried him to
the draper's house. The wife opened the door to her and the ill-omened old woman entered with him and said to the lady, "Go, fetch that which thou
wouldst have fine-drawn and give it to my son." So saying, she locked the door on her, whereupon the young man forced her and did his occasion
of her and went forth. Then said the old woman to her, "Know that this is my son and that he loved thee with an exceeding love and was like to lose
his life for longing after thee. So I practised on thee with this device and came to thee with this turban-cloth, which is not thy husband's, but my
son's. Now have I accomplished my desire; so do thou trust in me and I will put a trick on thy husband for the setting thee right with him, and thou
wilt be obedient to me and to him and to my son." (57) And the wife answered, saying, "It is well. Do so.".Then Ishac seized upon her hand and
carrying her into the house, said to her, 'Take the lute and sing; for never saw I nor heard thy like in smiting upon the lute; no, not even myself!' 'O
my lord,' answered she, 'thou makest mock of me. Who am I that thou shouldst say all this to me? Indeed, this is but of thy kindness.' 'Nay, by
Allah,' exclaimed he, 'I said but the truth to thee and I am none of those on whom pretence imposeth. These three months hath nature not moved
thee to take the lute and sing thereto, and this is nought but an extraordinary thing. But all this cometh of strength in the craft and self-restraint.'
Then he bade her sing; and she said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and tightening its strings, smote thereon a number of airs, so
that she confounded Ishac's wit and he was like to fly for delight. Then she returned to the first mode and sang thereto the following
verses:.Ramazan in my life ne'er I fasted, nor e'er, i. 49..? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.When he had made an end of his speech,
his wife came forward forthright and told her story, from first to last, how her mother bought him from the cook's partner and the people of the
kingdom came under his rule; nor did she leave telling till she came, in her story, to that city [and acquainted the queen with the manner of her
falling in with her lost husband]. When she had made an end of her story, the cook exclaimed, 'Alack, what impudent liars there be! By Allah, O
king, this woman lieth against me, for this youth is my rearling (75) and he was born of one of my slave-girls. He fled from me and I found him
again..Marriage to the Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in, i. 247..? ? ? ? ? Yet, I conjure thee, blame me not for passion
and desire, Me whom estrangement long hath brought to sick and sorry plight..There was once a sage of the sages, who had three sons and sons'
sons, and when they waxed many and their posterity multiplied, there befell dissension between them. So he assembled them and said to them, 'Be
ye one hand (219) against other than you and despise (220) not [one another,] lest the folk despise you, and know that the like of you is as the rope
which the man cut, when it was single; then he doubled [it] and availed not to cut it; on this wise is division and union. And beware lest ye seek
help of others against yourselves (221) or ye will fall into perdition, for by whosesoever means ye attain your desire, (222) his word (223) will have
precedence of (224) your word. Now I have wealth which I will bury in a certain place, so it may be a store for you, against the time of your
need.'.?STORY OF THE MAN WHOSE CAUTION WAS THE CAUSE OF HIS DEATH..? ? ? ? ? Forbear thy verse-making, O thou that
harbourest in the camp, Lest to the gleemen thou become a name of wonderment..Then she came down from the tree and rent her clothes and said,
'O villain, if these be thy dealings with me before my eyes, how dost thou when thou art absent from me?' Quoth he, 'What aileth thee?' and she
said, 'I saw thee swive the woman before my very eyes.' 'Not so, by Allah!' cried he. 'But hold thy peace till I go up and see.' So he climbed the tree
and no sooner did he begin to do so than up came the lover [from his hiding-place] and taking the woman by the legs, [fell to swiving her]. When
the husband came to the top of the tree, he looked and beheld a man swiving his wife. So he said, 'O strumpet, what doings are these?' And he made
haste to come down from the tree to the ground; [but meanwhile the lover had returned to his hiding- place] and his wife said to him, 'What sawest
thou?' 'I saw a man swive thee,' answered he; and she said, 'Thou liest; thou sawest nought and sayst this but of conjecture.'.73. The Woman's Trick
against her Husband dclviii.Look at the moss-rose, on its branches seen, ii. 256..As time went on, the boy, the son of the king, grew up and fell to
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stopping the way (99) with the thieves, and they used to carry him with them, whenas they went a-thieving. They sallied forth one day upon a
caravan in the land of Seistan, and there were in that caravan strong and valiant men and with them merchandise galore. Now they had heard that in
that land were thieves; so they gathered themselves together and made ready their arms and sent out spies, who returned and gave them news of the
thieves. Accordingly, they prepared for battle, and when the robbers drew near the caravan, they fell in upon them and they fought a sore battle. At
last the folk of the caravan overmastered the thieves, by dint of numbers, and slew some of them, whilst the others fled. Moreover they took the
boy, the son of King Azadbekht, and seeing him as he were the moon, possessed of beauty and grace, brightfaced and comely of fashion,
questioned him, saying, "Who is thy father, and how camest thou with these thieves?" And he answered, saying, "I am the son of the captain of the
thieves." So they took him and carried him to the capital of his father King Azadbekht.Wife, The Old Woman and the Draper's, ii. 55..Upon the
parting day our loves from us did fare, iii. 114..Man whose Caution was the Cause of his Death, The, i. 291..Then he called his servant Aamir and
said to him, "Saddle the horses." When the nurse heard his words and indeed [she saw that] Aamir brought him the horses and they were resolved
upon departure, the tears ran down upon her cheeks and she said to him, "By Allah, thy separation is grievous to me, O solace of the eye!" Then
said she, "Where is the goal of thine intent, so we may know thy news and solace ourselves with thy report?" Quoth he, "I go hence to visit Akil,
the son of my father's brother, for that he hath his sojourn in the camp of Kundeh ben Hisham, and these twenty years have I not seen him nor he
me; wherefore I purpose to repair to him and discover his news and return hither. Then will I go hence to Yemen, if it be the will of God the Most
High.".? ? ? ? ? But rigour still hath waxed on me and changed my case And love hath left me bound, afflicted, weeping-eyed..? ? ? ? ? q. The
Shepherd and the Thief dcxxxii.? ? ? ? ? a. The Foolish Weaver clii.? ? ? ? ? Thou taught'st me what I cannot bear; afflicted sore am I; Yea, thou
hast wasted me away with rigour and despite..When the evening evened, the king sat in his privy chamber and bade fetch the vizier, who presented
himself before him, and the king required of him the promised story. So the vizier answered, "With all my heart. Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? By
God, forgetfulness of her shall never cross my mind, What while I wear the bonds of life nor when of death they're rent.When it was the second
day, the second of the king's viziers, whose name was Beheroun, came in to him and said, "God advance the king! This that yonder youth hath done
is a grave matter and a foul deed and a heinous against the household of the king." So Azadbekht bade fetch the youth, because of the saying of the
vizier; and when he came into his presence, he said to him, "Out on thee, O youth! Needs must I slay thee by the worst of deaths, for indeed thou
hast committed a grave crime, and I will make thee a warning to the folk." "O king," answered the youth, "hasten not, for the looking to the issues
of affairs is a pillar of the realm and [a cause of] continuance and sure stablishment for the kingship. Whoso looketh not to the issues of affairs,
there befalleth him that which befell the merchant, and whoso looketh to the issues of affairs, there betideth him of joyance that which betided the
merchant's son." "And what is the story of the merchant and his son?" asked the king. "O king," answered the youth,.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef. Story of
the Barber's Sixth Brother clxiv.First Officer's Story, The, ii. 122..? ? ? ? ? And left me all forlorn, to pine for languishment,.? ? ? ? ? Would God
thou knewest that for love of thee which I endure! It hath indeed brought down on me estrangement and dismay..20. Ali ben Bekkar and
Shemsennehar cliii.Fifteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 190.
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