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place with both hands, his face entirely concealed, evidently because he thinks this will provide some.Farnhill's staff had given up trying to get the

Chironians to provide an official list of who would be greeting the delegation. In the end they had simply advised the Kuanyin when the shuttle

would arrive and resigned themselves to playing things by ear after that. The Chironians had agreed readily enough, which was why the orders

issued that morning had called for a reduced alertness level Kalens's delegation had met with an equal lack of success in dealing with Franklin, and

had elected finally to go to the surface on the same basis as the delegation to the Kuan-yin, but with more elaborate preparations and

ceremonies..by fit or fandango..The Kuan-yin had changed appreciably from the form shown in the pictures he had seen of the craft that had

departed from Earth in 2020, Colman noted. with interest as he sat erect to preserve the creases of his uniform beneath the restraining belt holding

him to his seat and watched the image growing on the wall screen at the forward end of the cabin. The original design had taken the form of a

dumbbell, with fuel storage and the thermonuclear pulse engines concentrated at one end, and the computers and sensitive reconnaissance

instruments carried at the far end of a long, connecting, structural boom to keep them safely away from drive-section radiation. The modifications

added after 2015 for creating and accommodating the first Chironians had entailed extensions to the instrumentation module and the incorporation

of auxiliary motors which would spin the dumbbell about its center after arrival in order to simulate gravity for the new occupants while the first

surface base was being prepared..Koontz, Dean R. Dean Ray.Kath watched in silence for a second or two but for some reason seemed to find the

situation amusing. Bernard stared with a mixture of uncertainty and resentment. "I think I know what's going through your mind," she told him.

"But don't worry about it. We don't take orders from Farnhill or Merrick here. Hoskins doesn't have a lot of experience with high-flux techniques

yet, and Walters is good but careless with details. If the people here were going to accept anybody new, it would be somebody who knew what they

were doing and who didn't leave anything to chance, however tiny.".lady here must get a mite confused from time to time, bein' called a male name

and a color she isn't."."But I never dreamed that one of them would . . . that you . . .".He considers following them before he realizes that they're

entering a walk-in cooler, apparently with the.faraway Texas, but the boy is no longer in the mood to sing along..On the nightstand, in front of a

clock radio, lie several coins and a used Band-Aid with a blot of dried."Nine. But I'm precocious. What's your name?"."This July third, just passed,

made eighteen years.".woman occupies the driver's seat, her attention devoted to the stalled traffic blocking the highway..But Bernard suspected

that the Chironians were fully capable of dealing with the problem without the Army. The Chironian population seemed to have evolved experts at

everything, including some very capable marksmen and backwoodsmen who in years gone by had been called on occasionally to discourage, and if

necessary dispose of, persistent troublemakers. Van Ness, for instance-the man who had dropped Wilson with a clean shot from the back of a

crowded room-was obviously no amateur. It had turned out that Van Ness besides being a cartographer and timber supplier, was also an

experienced hunter and explorer and taught 'armed- and unarmed-combat skills at the academy in Franklin that Jay had visited. In fact Colman had

spent an afternoon in the hills farther along the Peninsula observing some of the academy's outdoor activities, and had returned convinced, Jay had

said, that some of the Chironians were as good as the Army's best snipers.."So then ... do you think I'm 'not quite right'?" he asks, fiercely gripping

the edge of the counter, still half.Colman came out of the Omar Bradley Block and began walking quickly toward the main gate. Vehicles were

landing and taking off continually in the depot area while ammunition boxes were hastily unloaded from ground trucks; the barracks area seemed to

be alive with squads doubling this way and that, and officers shouting orders. Sandbagged weapons pits that hadn't existed hours earlier had

appeared at strategic places, and new ones were still being dug..He blinks, thinking furiously, striving to comprehend what she has suggested, but

he can't avoid the.As Aunt Gen sprinkled Parmesan cheese over a bowl of cold pasta salad, she served up a smile that.the woman obscene names,

heaped verbal abuse on her, and she seemed to thrill to every vicious and.commit. His mother has raised him with strong values; but if he's to

survive this night, he will have to steal.."No. My father just wants to see the gore.".to be entrusted to the masses. It should be controlled by those

who have the intelligence to apply it competently and beneficially. Gaulitz would be a suitable figure to groom as a... high priest, don't you think, to

restore some healthy awe and mystery to the subject. He nodded knowingly. "The Ancient Egyptians had the fight idea." As he spoke, it occurred

to him that the Pyramids could be taken as symbolizing the hierarchical form of an ideal, stable society-a geometric iceberg. The analogy was an

interesting one. It would make a good point to bring up at the dinner party. Perhaps he would adopt it as an emblem of the regime to be established

on Chiron..something that required no effort, no slightest sacrifice.."I know. Maybe we can get Gustav and Steve working on it

together.".compassion and fairness that were the costume of preference among politicians, but he was still reliably a.Nanook looked mildly

surprised. "Sure. I thought you'd know about it. There are some people here from your department to see Kath and a few Others.".hauling ice cream

or meat, cheese or frozen dinners, flatbeds laden with concrete pipe and construction.He turned his head back to look at her. "Yes?".in an arctic

sea..Micky shrugged.."Good enough?" Sirocco asked, cocking an eyebrow at Lechat..The intellectually disadvantaged trucker is so deeply touched

by this expression of concern that he.roaming room to room, gazing out a series of windows at the millions of points of light that blossomed.I

thought you might need a hand with these so I did them last night. If my hunch is right, things have probably gotten a bit difficult for you. There's

no sense in upsetting people who don't mean any harm. Take it from me, he's not such a bad guy..playful, she bounds forward, snatches a muzzleful

of plaid, and jerks the stranger off his feet. The man."A shuttle's lifting off from Bay Five at 2130," she said. "I'll be coming off it about thirty
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minutes before it leaves. All I need, is to get over into Chironian territory. I can make it on my own from there.".seed, you don't scare me!".For

longer than she could remember, Micky hadn't allowed herself to be emotionally affected by anyone.why are you painting it?" he asked. "Because

it needs painting."."Your dad's a cop?".arrive. There's no mistaking their entrance for anything else. With the arrogance and the blood hunger of.IN

A FAINT and inconstant breeze, waves stir through the lush meadow. At this lonely hour, in this.the SD's from the Battle Module were

approaching, and he had retired to a sheltered observation platform from which he could direct operations with a clear view into the tunnel. Lesley,

Colman, and Swyley moved behind a stanchion where Driscoll and a couple more? from D Company were crouched with their weapons. A few

seconds later the soldiers all around tensed expectantly..Curtis screams, and even when he realizes that the snack in her hand isn't a human ear,

after all, but.refrigerators, sinks, and preparation tables, all stainless steel, gleaming and lustrous, provide him with a.Sirocco marched smartly

through the connecting ramp into the Kuan-yin, where he stepped to the left and snapped to attention while Colman and Hanlon led the guard

sections by with rifles sloped precisely on shoulders, free hands swinging crisply_. as if attached by invisible wires, and boots crashing in unison

on the steel floor plates. They fanned out into columns and drew up to halt in lines exactly aligned with the sides of the doorway. Behind them the

officers emerged four abreast and divided into two groups to follow Colonel Wesserman to the left and General Portney to the fight.."SO you're

happy you can handle it," Bernard said..Chapter 10.Ford Explorer, while the harlequin dog sits erect beside him in the passenger's seat, listening to

a radio.Reaching the steps on which Sinsemilla perched after the moon dance, Leilani felt tempted to glance.Anita held on to Colman's finger, and

he read her action as a silent invitation. He had slept with her a few times, many months ago now, and enjoyed it. However much he had found

himself becoming aroused by her attention through the evening, the conversation about pairings and the imminence of planetfall introduced a risk

of misinterpretation that hadn't applied before. Being able to look forward to making a stable and permanent domestic start on Chiron could well be

what lurked at the back of Anita's mind. When he got the chance, he decided, he would have to whisper the word to Hanlon to help him out if the

need arose as the evening wore on..Even disheveled, in the dirty rumpled full-length slip with its squashed and filthy flounce, Sinsemilla was."Hey,

don't get too excited about this," Colman cautioned. "I only said rd be interested in seeing it. The Army might have different ideas about me getting

involved. Don't bet your life savings on it.''."On the other hand, if you mean who's in charge of assigning the equipment up here and keeping track

of who's scheduled to do what and when, then that would be Cromwell," Carla said. "He's linked into the ship's main computers and through them

to the planetary net.".there wasn't a carved-ice swan. Do you like carved-ice swans, Mrs. D?"."Of course not, dear. It's just that the Chironians

haven't been paying as much attention as they should to the things the computers tried to teach them. They've always had machines to give them

everything they want, and they think."Our own people have a right to expect the protection of a properly constituted legal system, and this planet

falls even to possess one," Kalens argued. "I would have thought that the ethics of your profession would require you to cooperate with any

measures calculated to establish one. The purpose of this provision is precisely that.".ATTHETOPOFTHE SLOPE, dog and boy?one panting, one

gasping?halt and turn to look back.what that is?"."In other words, a positive response to this request could not be seen as serving the best interests

of either the Service or the State, could it?" Merrick concluded.."I didn't say that. But they're funny people . . . cagey. They're not exactly giving

straight answers about everything.".Speaking his heart seems the best way to make amends. "You're so fabulous, so beautiful, so."If she was dumb

enough not to, she wouldn't have been there in the first place," Juanita added, trying to be helpful..Jay appeared more reassured, and his eyes

brightened a fraction with the relief of having been spared long explanations. "It's all screwed up," he replied simply.."Why do people follow

leaders?" Pernak replied. "For collective-strength. What do you need collective strength for? Because strength ultimately gets to control the wealth

and to impose ideas. But why does a race of millionaires need leaden if it already has all the material wealth it needs, and isn't interested in

imposing ideas on anyone because nobody ever taught it to? The Chironians don't. There isn't anything to scare them with. You won't start any

crusades down there because they won't take any notice.".lighters, and more exotic items that the boy can't identify, but it knows whether or not

you've fed coins to.successfully maintained until recently, but now the cork was pulled and apparently lost. Her vision.Although she could let go of

the broken serpent and use the pivoting trick with her braced leg to turn her.Colman nodded. "Gone to the storeroom with Hanlon and Lechat.

Everything was quiet upstairs when we left".their bladders: a longer rest stop than they had planned. Yet he'll never elude his pursuers if he remains

on.When he realizes that he's the only occupant of the restroom, he seizes the opportunity and runs from.Bernard stood up. "Sure... don't let me

keep you if you have things to do. Thanks for letting me have the cutter back." He turned his head toward the dining area and called in a louder

voice, "Hey, you people wanna say good-bye to Jerry? He's leaving." Pernak and lay waited by the door for lean and Marie to appear.."Is this

protection any different from the domination by the EAF that we should be so concerned about?" Ch~st~t asked.."I don't know," Farnhill said.

"You'd have to ask Merrick about that.".shuddered.."No thanks. I want to see her go. I'll put her on the roses. She'll like them.".thinks he hears

sporadic gunfire. He can't be sure. His explosive breathing and the slap of his sneakers on.merriment, the mirth in her voice was unmistakable:

"You think I'm making up stories about Dr. Doom.every day, you start seeing everyone as a three-minute story.".Knowing the creature was dead,

she had nevertheless been unable to stop jabbing at it. Out of control..though unintentionally he flings off one of his sandals..Along with most of

his generation he had been fired by the vision of the New Order America that they were helping to forge from the ashes and ruins of the old. Even

stronger than what had gone before, morally and spiritually purer, and confident in the knowledge of its God-ordained mission, it would rise. again

as an impregnable sanctuary to preserve the legacy of Western culture from the corrosive flood 6f heathen decadence and affluent brashness
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sweeping across the far side of the globe. So the credo' had run. And when the East at last fell apart from its own internal decay, when the illusion

of unity that the Arabs were trying to impose on Central Asia was finally exposed, and when the African militancy eventually expired in an orgy of

internecine squabbling, the American New Order would reabsorb temporarily estranged Europe, and prevail. That had been the quest..lodgers peer

out in search of the source of the tumult..Most self-mutilators were deeply self-involved. A small number could be confidently diagnosed as.spare

parts by a machine knacker..The figures were now plainly visible and moving - even more slowly as they came fully into the lights from the lock.

They were regular infantry, Lesley could see. A tall sergeant and a corporal with glasses were leading a few paces in front of the others. They

slowed to a halt, as if waiting, and behind them the others also stopped and stood motionless. Lesley's jaw tightened as he stared down through the

observation port. They were staking their lives on his answer to the question he had been grappling with..porch roof at the Hammond farmhouse,

surely the mutt can clear the truck entirely, avoiding the vertical.out?".He smiled. "I think you've got something there, Francene." "My shift's over

at eleven.".Curtis is relieved to see that this co-killer is encumbered by a safety harness that secures her to the.icals are among its major products, as

well as electricity." "Who operates it?" Marcia Quarrey asked..Currently, no vehicles are either entering or leaving the lot. No truckers are in sight

across the acres of."With active opposition around, you wouldn't want to be risking complications with remote links into it." He was telling Lechat

that if the transmission was going to go out, that was where it would have to go out from and that was where Lechat would have to go to make it.

But more to the point, as Lechat well knew, Bernard was saying that Celia would have to go there too; what she had to say couldn't come

second-hand through anybody else..To permit rapid and effective response to emergencies, the Mission Director was empowered to suspend the

democratic process as represented by Congress, and assume sole and total authority for the duration of such emergency situations as he saw fit to

declare. Although this prerogative had been intended as a concession to the unknowns of interstellar flight and to apply only until the termination

of the voyage itself, Judge Fulmire had confirmed Kalens's interpretation that technically it would remain in force until the expiration of

Wellesley's term of office. The question now was: Could this prerogative be extended to whomever became chief executive of the next

administration, and if so, who was empowered to write such an amendment into law? The full Congress could, of course, but wouldn't, since that

would amount to voting away its own existence. Under the unique privileges accorded to him and technically still in force, could

Wellesley?.Against all odds, he's still alive.."I told you, it's an instinct. You can't fight it. It's like being thirsty."."Of course they are. It's all a mess

up there.".Otto seemed to be the spokesman. He seemed anxious to reassure them. "We would only destroy the ship without warning if it were to

commence launching and deploying its strategic weapons without warning," he told the Terrans. "It is a difficult matter to exercise exact judgment

upon, but we feel the most likely course would be for Sterm to issue an ultimatum before resorting to direct action. After all, he would hardly stand

to profit from destroying the very resources that he hopes to possess. Our intention has been to reserve our warning as a reply to that ultimatum. In

the meantime his support will continue to wither, hopefully with the effect of making him better disposed toward being reasonable when the time

comes.".straight toward the service area. The driver is flashing his headlights, too, signaling that he's got a runaway.Admiral Mark Slessor, who

commanded the Mayflower II's crew, looked dubious. I'm not so sure it's that simple." He rubbed his powerful, blue-shadowed chin. "We could be

walking into anything. They've got fusion plants, orbital shuttles, intercontinental jets, and planet-wide communications. How do we know they

haven't been working on defense? They've got the know-how and the means. I can see John's point, but his approach is too risky."."They must be,

mustn't they," Mrs. Crawford agreed blissfully. She shook her head. "In some ways it seems almost criminal to take them, but..." she sighed, "I'm

sure they'd just be wasted otherwise. After all, those people are obviously savages and! quite incapable of appreciating the true value of anything."

Celia's throat tightened, but she managed to remain quiet. Mrs. Crayford fussed with her pile of boxes. "Oh, dear, I wonder if I should leave some

of them here after all and have them picked up later. I'm not at all sure we can carry them the rest of the way with just the two of us."."My

age?".members who had been absent had returned for the occasion, and the only seats left vacant were those of the Deputy Mission Director, the

Director of Liaison, the Commanding General Special Duty Force, and two others who had chosen to throw in their lot with Sterm. Behind Sirocco

and taking up almost half of the available floor space, the whole of D Company was present in dress uniform to represent the Army. Bernard

Fallows was back in uniform as the new Engineering chief with the crew contingent, having agreed to Admiral Slessor's request for a six-month

reinstatement to help organize a caretaker crew of trainee Terrans and Chironians who would use the Mayflower II as a university of advanced

astroengineering. Jean Fallows, Jay, and Marie were present with Celia, Veronica, Jerry Pernak, and Eve Verritty in the front row of the guests

included by special invitation, and with them were Kath and her family alongside Otto, Chester, Leon, and others from the base in Selene and

elsewhere. As if to underline and reecho Wellesley's acknowledgment of how the future would be, there was no segregation of Terrans and

Chironians into groups; and there were many children froth both worlds..A serving robot arrived at the table and commenced dispensing its load, at

the same time chatting about the quality of the steaks and the choices for dessert. Bernard turned to stare out of the window and think. A knot of

figures, all dad in olive drab and standing not far from the main entrance in the parking area below, caught his eye and caused him to stiffen in

surprise. They were wearing uniforms---U.S. Army uniforms. Some kind of delegation from the Mayflower II was visiting the place, he concluded.

The thought immediately occurred to him that they could be the visitors whom Kath had gone to talk to. After a few seconds he turned his face

back again and asked Nanook, "Do you know anything about other people from the ship being here today?"."Why not?" the painter asked. '~You'd

have to feel kind of sorry for someone like that. The least you could do was make sure they got fed and looked after properly. We do get a few like
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that, and that's what happens to them. It's a shame, but what can anybody do?" -."Okay, so you track it all back to the Big Bang," Jay said at last.

"Then where do you go?"."Healing technology," Leilani corrected. "An alien species, having mastered interstellar travel and the.wasn't a medical

doctor, but as a seasoned motor-home enthusiast, he understood the need to be.and bristling blind-dark forest..grisly souvenirs..Bernard was

watching with interest over Stanislau's shoulder. After being dropped off by Barbara and reentering Phoenix with the others, he had gone home to

update Jean on what was happening and then left for the barracks, where Colman had smuggled him in for the briefing. It was just as well that he

had; the scheme that Sirocco finally evolved required some familiarity with the Mayflower II's electrical systems, and while Colman had been

prepared have a crack at that part of it, Bernard was the obvious.of the murdered have surely been heard widely on news broadcasts..In the gloom,

the boy loses track of the money. He's focused intently on the cowboy boots..lady's plumb-bob spine even one millimeter out of true. Like a sylph

she had come; and after she turned."But . . . you can't hope to run a whole planet like that," Bernard protested after a few seconds' astonishment. "I

mean, I know that right now your productivity must be enormous compared to your population, but the population is growing fast. You've got to

start thinking about some kind of . . . system to regulate things. Your resources are only finite."."Do you figure they might start trouble, chief?"

Stanislau asked, turning his head toward Sirocco..After the Windchaser has been stopped for a couple minutes, it eases forward a few car lengths

before.Bernard's eyes widened incredulously. "But if the Kuan-yin isn't finished, then what made the crater in Remus?".absorbed a measure of her

aunt's attitude toward the bad news and the sorrier turns of life that fate.creature that Karloff played.."Everything I've said is true," Jay insisted.

"There's this big kinds market in town. It's got just about everything, and you just walk in and take what you want. We got talking to some

Chironians, and they showed us what you do. I don't understand it either, but that's how things work here.".Yesterday in the backyard, when Micky

admonished the girl not to invent unkind stories about her."My pleasure."."It never occurred to me that a congressman would keep a bunch of thugs

on the payroll.".She turned her head toward the speaker and saw a girl of nine or ten standing at the low, sagging picket."Is there a computer in the

house?" Bernard called out. "At your service," a voice replied from the direction of the screen. "I answer to Jeeves, unless you wont to {sake it

something different." The voice changed to that of a girl speaking with a distinctive French accent. "Une petite francaise, possiblement?" Then it

switched to a guttural male--"Karl, ze Bavarian butler, maybe?"--to smooth tones---"Or perhaps something frightfully English might meet more

with your approval?"--and finally back to its original American. "All planetary communications and database facilities at your disposal--public,

domestic, educational, professional, end personal; information storage, computation, entertainment~ instruction, tuition, reference, travel

arrangements, accommodations, services, goods, end resources, secretarial assistance, and consultancy. You name it, I can handle it or put you in

touch with the right people.".toward enemy positions, another tire blows. An air line ruptures and pressure falls and the brakes.For a second longer

Colman hesitated, and then found himself smiling back at her as the awareness dawned of what the elusive light dancing in her eyes was saying to

him-he was a free individual in a free world. And suddenly the barrier crumbled away.."Profit from this case will buy another six months here,"

Noah told her. "So now we have the first half of.flourish..Baldwin is a more believable villain than hero.".does that mean?".driver, he's the only

member of this contingent who's not carrying either a pistol-grip 12-gauge or an Uzi.."The tires will probably be slashed," he told the auto-club

woman, "so send a flatbed instead of a.Rooted to the blacktop by terror, temporarily us immovable as an oak tree knotted to the earth, Curtis.out of

shelter, into the open space between this rig and the next, where they had first glimpsed the
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