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115. The Malice of Women dcccclxxix.Therewithal El Abbas smiled and her verses pleased him. Then he bade the fourth damsel come forward

and sing. Now she was from the land of Morocco and her name was Belekhsha. So she came forward and taking the lute and the psaltery, tightened

the strings thereof and smote thereon in many modes; then returned to the first mode and improvising, sang the following verses:.All intercessions

come and all alike do ill succeed, ii. 218..Officer's Story, The Ninth, ii. 167..When Tuhfeh heard this, she gave a great cry, that the folk heard her

and Kemeriyeh said, 'Relief is at hand.' Then she looked out to them and called to them, saying, 'O daughters of mine uncle, I am a lonely maid, an

exile from folk and country. So, for the love of God the Most High, repeat that song!' So Kemeriyeh repeated it and Tuhfeh swooned away. When

she came to herself, she said to Jemreh, 'By the virtue of the Apostle of God (whom may He bless and preserve!) except thou suffer me go down to

them and look on them and sit with them awhile, [I swear] I will cast myself down from this palace, for that I am weary of my life and know that I

am slain without recourse; wherefore I will slay myself, ere thou pass sentence upon me.' And she was instant with her in asking..One day, as the

[chief] painter wrought at his work, there came in to him a poor man, who looked long upon him and observed his handicraft; whereupon quoth the

painter to him, "Knowest thou aught of painting?" "Yes," answered the stranger; so he gave him tools and paints and said to him, "Make us a rare

piece of work." So the stranger entered one of the chambers of the bath and drew [on the walls thereof] a double border, which he adorned on both

sides, after a fashion than which never saw eyes a fairer. Moreover, [amiddleward the chamber] he drew a picture to which there lacked but the

breath, and it was the portraiture of Mariyeh, the king's daughter of Baghdad. Then, when he had made an end of the portrait, he went his way [and

told none of what he had done], nor knew any the chambers and doors of the bath and the adornment and ordinance thereof..The news reached his

father, who said to him, 'O my son, this damsel to whom thy heart cleaveth is at thy commandment and we have power over her; so wait till I

demand her [in marriage] for thee.' But the prince said, 'I will not wait.' So his father hastened in the matter and sent to demand her of her father,

who required of him a hundred thousand dinars to his daughter's dowry. Quoth Bihzad's father, 'So be it,' and paid down what was in his treasuries,

and there remained to his charge but a little of the dower. So he said to his son, 'Have patience, O my son, till we gather together the rest of the

money and send to fetch her to thee, for that she is become thine.' Therewith the prince waxed exceeding wroth and said, 'I will not have patience;'

so he took his sword and his spear and mounting his horse, went forth and fell to stopping the way, [so haply that he might win what lacked of the

dowry]..We abode thus till the setting-in of the time of mid-afternoon, when she said, "Needs must I wash before I go." Quoth I, "Get water

wherewithal we may wash," and pulled out from my pocket about a score of dirhems, thinking to give them to her; but she said, "I seek refuge with

God!" and brought out of her pocket a handful of silver, saying, "But for destiny and that God hath caused the love of thee fall into my heart, there

had not happened that which hath happened." Quoth I, "Take this in requital of that which thou hast spent;" and she said, "O my lord, by and by,

whenas companionship is prolonged between us, thou wilt see if the like of me looketh unto money and gain or no." Then she took a pitcher of

water and going into the lavatory, washed (111) and presently coming forth, prayed and craved pardon of God the Most High for that which she

had done..Then they displayed Shehrzad in the third dress and the fourth and the fifth, and she became as she were a willow-wand or a thirsting

gazelle, goodly of grace and perfect of attributes, even as saith of her one in the following verses:.Chamberlain's Wife, The King and his, ii.

53..Then he looked at her and seeing her eyes fixed on the young Damascene, for that in very deed he had ravished her with his beauty and grace,

went up to the latter and said to him, "O my lord, art thou a looker-on or a buyer? Tell me." Quoth Noureddin, "I am both looker-on and buyer.

Wilt thou sell me yonder slave-girl for sixteen hundred dinars?" And he pulled out the purse of gold. So the dealer returned, dancing and clapping

his hands and saying, "So be it, so be it, or not [at all]!" Then he came to the damsel and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, shall I sell thee to yonder

young Damascene for sixteen hundred dinars?" But she answered, "No," of shamefastness before her master and the bystanders; whereupon the

people of the bazaar and the slave-merchant departed, and Abou Nuwas and Ali Noureddin arose and went each his own way, whilst the damsel

returned to her master's house, full of love for the young Damascene..? ? ? ? ? Behold, I am clad in a robe of leaves green And a garment of honour

of ultramarine..? ? ? ? ? a. The Merchant and the Two Sharpers clii.HAROUN ER RESHID AND THE WOMAN OF THE BARMECIDES. (84).?

? ? ? ? e. King Dadbin and his Viziers cccclv.?OF THE ADVANTAGES OF PATIENCE..Meanwhile, the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis and his son Es

Shisban set out, as we have said, with their troops, who were of the doughtiest of the Jinn and the most accomplished of them in valour and

horsemanship, [and fared on till they drew near the Crescent Mountain], When the news of their approach reached Meimoun, he cried out with a

great cry to the troops, who were twenty thousand horse, [and bade them make ready for departure]. Then he went in to Tuhfeh and kissing her,

said to her, 'Know that thou art presently my life of the world, and indeed the Jinn are gathered together to wage war on me on thine account. If I

am vouchsafed the victory over them and am preserved alive, I will set all the kings of the Jinn under thy feet and thou shall become queen of the

world.' But she shook her head and wept; and he said, 'Weep not, for, by the virtue of the mighty inscription engraven on the seal-ring of Solomon,

thou shall never again see the land of men! Can any one part with his life? So give ear unto that which I say; else will I kill thee.' And she was

silent..? ? ? ? ? For no hand is there but the hand of God is over it And no oppressor but shall be with worse than he opprest..? ? ? ? ? My secret is

disclosed, the which I strove to hide; Of thee and of thy love enough have I abyed..As I sat one day at the door of the prefecture, a woman entered

and said to me privily, "O my lord, I am the wife of such an one the physician, and with him is a company of the notables (114) of the city, drinking
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wine in such a place." When I heard this, I misliked to make a scandal; so I rebuffed her and sent her away. Then I arose and went alone to the

place in question and sat without till the door opened, when I rushed in and entering, found the company engaged as the woman had set out, and

she herself with them. I saluted them and they returned my greeting and rising, entreated me with honour and seated me and brought me to eat.

Then I informed them how one had denounced them to me, but I had driven him (115) away and come to them by myself; wherefore they thanked

me and praised me for my goodness. Then they brought out to me from among them two thousand dirhems (116) and I took them and went away..?

? ? ? ? Yea, wonder-words I read therein, my trouble that increased And caused emaciation wear my body to a shred..67. The Khalif El Hakim and

the Merchant dcliii.? ? ? ? ? Drink ever, O lovers, I rede you, of wine And praise his desert who for yearning doth pine,.The Fifteenth Night of the

Month..? ? ? ? ? Peace on you, people of my troth! With peace I do you greet. Said ye not truly, aforetime, that we should live and meet?.? ? ? ? ? A

good it is to have one's loved ones ever near,.It befell one day that the king had occasion to make a journey; so he called his Vizier Kardan and said

to him, 'I have a trust to commit to thy care, and it is yonder damsel, my wife, the daughter of the Vizier [Zourkhan], and I desire that thou keep her

and guard her thyself, for that there is not in the world aught dearer to me than she.' Quoth Kardan in himself, 'Of a truth, the king honoureth me

with an exceeding honour [in entrusting me] with this damsel.' And he answered 'With all my heart.'.? ? ? ? ? Thou layst on me a load too great to

bear, and thus thou dost But that my burdens I may bind and so towards thee fare..So the girl's owner betook himself to the bazaar, where he found

the youth seated at the upper end of the merchants' place of session, selling and buying and taking and giving, as he were the moon on the night of

its full, and saluted him. The young man returned his salutation and he said to him, "O my lord, be not thou vexed at the girl's speech the other day,

for her price shall be less than that [which thou badest], to the intent that I may propitiate thy favour. If thou desire her for nought, I will send her to

thee, or if thou wouldst have me abate thee of her price, I will well, for I desire nought but what shall content thee; for that thou art a stranger in our

land and it behoveth us to entreat thee hospitably and have consideration for thee." "By Allah," answered the youth, "I will not take her from thee

but at an advance on that which I bade thee for her aforetime; so wilt thou now sell her to me for seventeen hundred dinars?" And the other

answered," O my lord, I sell her to thee, may God bless thee in her.".He gained him wealth and returning to his native land, after twenty years'

absence, alighted in the neighbourhood of an old woman, whom he bespoke fair and entreated with liberality, requiring of her a wench whom he

might lie withal. Quoth she, 'I know none but a certain fair woman, who is renowned for this fashion.' (12) Then she described her charms to him

and made him lust after her, and he said, 'Hasten to her forthright and lavish unto her that which she asketh, [in exchange for her favours].' So the

old woman betook herself to the damsel and discovered to her the man's wishes and bade her to him; but she answered, saying, 'It is true that I was

on this [fashion of] whoredom [aforetime]; but now I have repented to God the Most High and hanker no more after this; nay, I desire lawful

marriage; so, if he be content with that which is lawful, I am at his service.'.?STORY OF THE MAN WHOSE CAUTION WAS THE CAUSE OF

HIS DEATH..58. The King's Daughter and the Ape ccclv.Now the late king had left a wife and a daughter, and the people would fain have married

the latter to the new king, to the intent that the kingship might not pass out of the old royal family. So they proposed to him that he should take her

to wife, and he promised them this, but put them off from him, (64) of his respect for the covenant he had made with his former wife, to wit, that he

would take none other to wife than herself. Then he betook himself to fasting by day and standing up by night [to pray], giving alms galore and

beseeching God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) to reunite him with his children and his wife, the daughter of his father's

brother..Then she turned and saw within the chamber an old man, comely of hoariness, venerable of aspect, who was dancing on apt and goodly

wise, a dance the like whereof none might avail unto. So she sought refuge with God the Most High from Satan the Stoned (193) and said, 'I will

not give over what I am about, for that which God decreeth, He carrieth into execution.' Accordingly, she went on singing till the old man came up

to her and kissed the earth before her, saying, 'Well done, O Queen of the East and the West! May the world be not bereaved of thee! By Allah,

indeed thou art perfect of qualities and ingredients, O Tuhfet es Sudour! (194) Dost thou know me?' 'Nay, by Allah,' answered she; 'but methinks

thou art of the Jinn.' Quoth he, 'Thou sayst sooth; I am the Sheikh Aboultawaif (195) Iblis, and I come to thee every night, and with me thy sister

Kemeriyeh, for that she loveth thee and sweareth not but by thy life; and her life is not pleasant to her, except she come to thee and see thee, what

while thou seest her not. As for me, I come to thee upon an affair, wherein thou shall find thine advantage and whereby thou shalt rise to high rank

with the kings of the Jinn and rule them, even as thou rulest mankind; [and to that end I would have thee come with me and be present at the

festival of my son's circumcision; (196)] for that the Jinn are agreed upon the manifestation of thine affair.' And she answered, 'In the name of

God.'.? ? ? ? ? What is the pleasance of the world, except it be to see My lady's face, to drink of wine and ditties still to hear?.Presently, her

brothers returned, whereupon the old man acquainted them with the whole case and said to them, "O my sons, know that your sister purposed not

aught but good, and if ye slay this man, ye will earn abiding reproach and ye will wrong him, ay, and wrong yourselves and your sister, to boot; for

indeed there appeareth no cause [of offence] such as calleth for slaughter, and it may not be denied that this incident is a thing the like whereof may

well betide and that he may well have been baffled by the like of this chance." Then he turned to me and questioned me of my lineage; so I set forth

to him my genealogy and he said, "A man of equal rank, honourable [and] understanding." And he offered me [his daughter in] marriage. I

consented to him of this and marrying her, took up my abode with him and God the Most High hath opened on me the gates of weal and fortune, so

that I am become the most abounding in substance of the folk of the tribe; and He hath stablished me in that which He hath given me of His

bounties.'.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Chief of the Boulac Police cccxliv.All this time, the young Damascene was hearkening, and whiles he likened her
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voice to that of his slave-girl and whiles he put away from him this thought, and the damsel had no whit of knowledge of him. Then she broke out

again into song and chanted the following verses:.The billows of thy love o'erwhelm me passing sore, ii. 226..Now the king had a son, a pleasant

child, called the Amir Mohammed, who was comely of youth and sweet of speech; he had read in books and studied histories and above all things

in the world he loved the telling and hearing of verses and stories and anecdotes. He was dear to his father King Jemhour, for that he had none other

son than he on life, and indeed he had reared him in the lap of fondness and he was gifted with the utterest of beauty and grace and brightness and

perfection. Moreover, he had learnt to play upon the lute and upon all manner instruments of music and he was used to [carouse and] company with

friends and brethren. Now it was of his wont that, when the king rose to go to his sleeping-chamber, he would sit in his place and seek of me that I

should entertain him with stories and verses and pleasant anecdotes; and on this wise I abode with them a great while in all cheer and delight, and

the prince still loved me with an exceeding great love and entreated me with the utmost kindness..The Twenty-Second Night of the Month..169.

Marouf the Cobbler and his Wife Fatimeh dcccclxxxix-Mi.?OF THE SPEEDY RELIEF OF GOD..TABLE OF CONTENTS OF THE BRESLAU

(TUNIS)EDITION OF THE ARABIC TEXT OF THE BOOK OF THE THOUSAND NIGHTS AND ONE NIGHT..Ramazan in my life ne'er I

fasted, nor e'er, i. 49..? ? ? ? ? I crave none other than thou for friend, beloved of my heart; So trust in my speech, for the generous are true and

trusty still..Now this vizier had many enemies, who envied him his high place and still sought to do him hurt, but found no way thereunto, and God,

in His fore-knowledge and His fore-ordinance from time immemorial, decreed that the king dreamt that the Vizier Er Rehwan gave him a fruit from

off a tree and he ate it and died. So he awoke, affrighted and troubled, and when the vizier had presented himself before him [and withdrawn] and

the king was alone with those in whom he trusted, he related to them his dream and they counselled him to send for the astrologers and interpreters

[of dreams] and commended to him a sage, for whose skill and wisdom they vouched. So the king sent for him and entreated him with honour and

made him draw near to himself. Now there had been private with the sage in question a company of the vizier's enemies, who besought him to

slander the vizier to the king and counsel him to put him to death, in consideration of that which they promised him of wealth galore; and he agreed

with them of this and told the king that the vizier would slay him in the course of the [ensuing] month and bade him hasten to put him to death, else

would he surely slay him..When the king heard this, his admiration redoubled and he said, "Of a truth, destiny is forewritten to all creatures, and I

will not accept (14) aught that is said against my vizier the loyal counsellor." And he bade him go to his house..An if my substance fail, no one

there is will succour me, i. 6..So saying, she rose [and going] to a chest, took out therefrom six bags full of gold and said to me, "This is what I took

from Amin el Hukm's house. So, if thou wilt, restore it; else the whole is lawfully thine; and if thou desire other than this, [thou shalt have it;] for I

have wealth in plenty and I had no design in this but to marry thee." Then she arose and opening [other] chests, brought out therefrom wealth

galore and I said to her, "O my sister, I have no desire for all this, nor do I covet aught but to be quit of that wherein I am." Quoth she, "I came not

forth of the [Cadi's] house without [making provision for] thine acquittance.".She abode awaiting him thus till the end of the month, but discovered

no tidings of him neither happened upon aught of his trace; wherefore she was troubled with an exceeding perturbation and despatching her

servants hither and thither in quest of him, abode in the sorest that might be of grief and concern. When it was the beginning of the new month, she

arose in the morning and bidding cry him throughout the city, sat to receive visits of condolence, nor was there any in the city but betook himself to

her, to condole with her; and they were all concerned for her, nothing doubting but she was a man..? ? ? ? ? "Forget him," quoth my censurers,

"forget him; what is he?" "If I forget him, ne'er may God," quoth I, "remember me!".? ? ? ? ? Whenas the fire of passion flamed in my breast, with

tears, Upon the day of wailing, to quench it I was fain..135. Jouder and his Brothers dcvi.Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The Seventh, iii. 224..? ? ?

? ? The huntress of th' eyes (60) by night came to me. "Turn in peace," [Quoth I to her;] "This is no time for visiting, I ween.".?STORY OF THE

HAWK AND THE LOCUST..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Eunuch Bekhit xxxix.? ? ? ? ? Yea, "Welcome! Fair welcome to those who draw near!" I

called out aloud, as to meet you I flew..Then they left him and dispersed and one of the sons fell to spying upon his father, so that he saw him hide

the treasure without the city. When he had made an end of burying it, he returned to his house; and when the morning morrowed, his son repaired

to the place where he had seen his father bury the treasure and dug and took it and went his way. When the [hour of the] old man's admission [to

the mercy of God] drew nigh, he called his sons to him and acquainted them with the place where he had hidden his riches. As soon as he was dead,

they went and dug up the treasure and found wealth galore, for that the money, which the first son had taken by stealth, was on the surface and he

knew not that under it was other money. So they took it and divided it and the first son took his share with the rest and laid it to that which he had

taken aforetime, behind [the backs of] his father and his brethren. Then he took to wife the daughter of his father's brother and was vouchsafed by

her a male child, who was the goodliest of the folk of his time..The following story occupies the last five Nights (cxcv-cc) of the unfinished

Calcutta Edition of 1814-18. The only other text of it known to me is that published by Monsieur Langles (Paris, 1814), as an appendix to his

Edition of the Voyages of Sindbad, and of this I have freely availed myself in making the present translation, comparing and collating with it the

Calcutta (1814-18) Text and filling up and correcting omissions and errors that occur in the latter. In the Calcutta (1814-18) Text this story (Vol. II.

pp. 367-378) is immediately succeeded by the Seven Voyages of Sindbad (Vol. II. pp. 378-458), which conclude the work..[When the appointed

day arrived], I arose and changing my clothes and favour, donned sailor's apparel; then I took with me a purse full of gold and buying good [victual

for the] morning-meal, accosted a boatman [at Deir et Tin] and sat down and ate with him; after which said I to him, "Wilt thou hire me thy boat?"

Quoth he, "The Commander of the Faithful hath commanded me to be here;" and he told me the story of the concubines and how the Khalif
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purposed to drown them that day. When I heard this from him, I brought out to him half a score dinars and discovered to him my case, whereupon

quoth he to me, "O my brother, get thee empty calabashes, and when thy mistress cometh, give me to know of her and I will contrive the trick.".For

the uses of food I was fashioned and made, ii. 223..Then they drew up the contract of marriage and the merchant said, "I desire to go in to her this

night." So they carried her to him in procession that very night, and he prayed the prayer of eventide and entered the privy chamber prepared for

him; but, when he lifted the veil from the face of the bride and looked, he saw a foul face and a blameworthy aspect; yea, he beheld somewhat the

like whereof may God not show thee! loathly, dispensing from description, inasmuch as there were reckoned in her all legal defects. (259) So he

repented, whenas repentance availed him not, and knew that the girl had cheated him. However, he lay with the bride, against his will, and abode

that night sore troubled in mind, as he were in the prison of Ed Dilem. (260) Hardly had the day dawned when he arose from her and betaking

himself to one of the baths, dozed there awhile, after which he made the ablution of defilement (261) and washed his clothes. Then he went out to

the coffee-house and drank a cup of coffee; after which he returned to his shop and opening the door, sat down, with discomfiture and chagrin

written on his face..? ? ? ? ? d. The Lover's Trick against the Chaste Wife dlxxx.151. The Adventures of Quicksilver Ali of Cairo, a Sequel to the

Rogueries of Delileh the Crafty dccviil.EN NUMAN AND THE ARAB OF THE BENOU TAI. (168).As I was passing one day in the market, I

found that a thief had broken into the shop of a money-changer and taken thence a casket, with which he had made off to the burial-grounds. So I

followed him thither [and came up to him, as] he opened the casket and fell a-looking into it; whereupon I accosted him, saying, "Peace be on

thee!" And he was startled at me. Then I left him and went away from him..5. Noureddin Ali of Cairo and his Son Bedreddin Hassan xx.? ? ? ? ?

My kinsmen and my friends for thee I did forsake And left them weeping tears that poured as 'twere a tide..? ? ? ? ? How long shall I for justice sue

to you, whilst, with desire For aid, ye war on me and still on slaying me are bent!.King Bihkerd, Story of, i. 121..Meinsoun drank off his cup and

said to her, 'Well done, O perfect of attributes!' Then he signed to her and was absent awhile, after which he returned and with him a tray of jewels

worth an hundred thousand dinars, [which he gave to Tuhfeh]. So Kemeriyeh arose and bade her slave-girl open the closet behind her, wherein she

laid all that wealth. Then she delivered the key to Tuhfeh, saying, 'All that cometh to thee of riches, lay thou in this closet that is by thy side, and

after the festival, it shall be carried to thy palace on the heads of the Jinn.' Tuhfeh kissed her hand, and another king, by name Munir, took the cup

and filling it, said to her, 'O fair one, sing to me over my cup upon the jasmine.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and improvised the

following verses:.When the king heard his vizier's words, he marvelled with the utmost wonderment and bade him retire to his lodging. [So Er

Rehwan withdrew to his house and abode there till eventide of the next day, when he again presented himself before the king.]."There was once a

king named Bihkerd aed he had wealth galore and many troops; but his deeds were evil and he would punish for a slight offence and never forgave.

He went forth one day to hunt and one of his servants shot an arrow, which lit on the king's ear and cut it off. Quoth Bihkerd, 'Who shot that

arrow?' So the guards brought him in haste the offender, whose name was Yetrou, and he of his fear fell down on the ground in a swoon. Then said

the king, 'Put him to death;' but Yetrou said, 'O King, this that hath befallen was not of my choice nor of my knowledge; so do thou pardon me, in

the hour of thy power over me, for that clemency is of the goodliest of things and belike it shall be [in this world] a provision and a good work [for

which thou shall be requited] one of these days, and a treasure [laid up to thine account] with God in the world to come. Pardon me, therefore, and

fend off evil from me, so shall God fend off from thee evil the like thereof.' When the king heard this, it pleased him and he pardoned the servant,

albeit he had never before pardoned any..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Calender's Story xxxvii.40. The Khalif El Mamoun and the Strange Doctor

cccvi.When his brother saw him on this wise, he doubted not but that this had betided him by reason of severance from his people and family and

said to him, 'Come, let us go forth a-hunting.' But he refused to go with him; so the elder brother went forth to the chase, whilst the younger abode

in the pavilion aforesaid. As he was diverting himself by looking out upon the garden from the window of the palace, behold, he saw his brother's

wife and with her ten black slaves and as many slave-girls. Each slave laid hold of a damsel [and swived her] and another slave [came forth and]

did the like with the queen; and when they had done their occasions, they all returned whence they came. Therewithal there betided the King of

Samarcand exceeding wonder and solacement and he was made whole of his malady, little by little..?THE THIRD OFFICER'S STORY.Then the

rest of the women of the palace came all to him and lifted him into a sitting posture, when he found himself upon a couch, stuffed all with floss-silk

and raised a cubit's height from the ground. (19) So they seated him upon it and propped him up with a pillow, and he looked at the apartment and

its greatness and saw those eunuchs and slave-girls in attendance upon him and at his head, whereat he laughed at himself and said, "By Allah, it is

not as I were on wake, and [yet] I am not asleep!" Then he arose and sat up, whilst the damsels laughed at him and hid [their laughter] from him;

and he was confounded in his wit and bit upon his finger. The bite hurt him and he cried "Oh!" and was vexed; and the Khalif watched him,

whence he saw him not, and laughed..IBN ES SEMMAK AND ER RESHID. (161).? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother cliv.? ?

? ? ? In her revolving scheme, to bitter sweetness still Succeeds and things become straight, after crookedness..? ? ? ? ? God keep the days of

love-delight! How dearly sweet they were! How joyous and how solaceful was life in them whilere!.King and his Chamberlain's Wife, The, ii. 53..?

? ? ? ? O blamer of me for the love of him who denieth his grace, Which be the delightsome of things, but those which the people deny?.It is related

that Ibn es Semmak (162) went in one day to Er Reshid and the Khalif, being athirst, called for drink. So his cup was brought him, and when he

took it, Ibn es Semmak said to him, "Softly, O Commander of the Faithful! If thou wert denied this draught, with what wouldst thou buy it?" "With

the half of my kingdom," answered the Khalif; and Ibn es Semmak said, "Drink and God prosper it to thee!" Then, when he had drunken, he said to
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him, "If thou wert denied the going forth of the draught from thy body, with what wouldst thou buy its issue?" "With the whole of my kingdom,"

answered Er Reshid: and Ibn es Semmak said, "O Commander of the Faithful, verily, a kingdom that weigheth not in the balance against a draught

[of water] or a voiding of urine is not worth the striving for." And Haroun wept..? ? ? ? ? Lo under my command the land of Yemen is And

trenchant is my sword against the foe in fight..? ? ? ? ? God to a tristful lover be light! A man of wit, Yet perishing for yearning and body-worn is

he..It befell one day that the king's son came to me, after his father had withdrawn, and said to me, "Harkye, Ibn Nafil" "At thy service, O my lord,"

answered I; and he said, "I would have thee tell me an extraordinary story and a rare matter, that thou hast never related either to me or to my father

Jemhour." "O my lord," rejoined I, "what story is this that thou desirest of me and of what kind shall it be of the kinds?" Quoth he, "It matters little

what it is, so it be a goodly story, whether it befell of old days or in these times." "O my lord," said I, "I know many stories of various kinds; so

whether of the kinds preferrest thou, and wilt thou have a story of mankind or of the Jinn?" "It is well," answered he; "if thou have seen aught with

thine eyes and heard it with thine ears, [tell it me."Then he bethought himself] and said to me, "I conjure thee by my life, tell me a story of the

stories of the Jinn and that which thou hast heard and seen of them!" "O my son," replied I, "indeed thou conjurest [me] by a mighty conjuration; so

[hearken and thou shalt] hear the goodliest of stories, ay, and the most extraordinary of them and the pleasantest and rarest." Quoth the prince, "Say

on, for I am attentive to thy speech." And I said, "Know, then, O my son, that.As for Aboulhusn, he gave not over sleeping till God the Most High

brought on the morning, when he awoke, crying out and saying, "Ho, Tuffaheh! Ho, Rahet el Culoub! Ho, Miskeh! Ho, Tuhfeh!" And he gave not

over calling upon the slave-girls till his mother heard him calling upon strange damsels and rising, came to him and said, "The name of God

encompass thee! Arise, O my son, O Aboulhusn! Thou dreamest." So he opened his eyes and finding an old woman at his head, raised his eyes and

said to her, "Who art thou?" Quoth she, "I am thy mother;" and he answered, "Thou liest! I am the Commander of the Faithful, the Vicar of God."

Whereupon his mother cried out and said to him, "God preserve thy reason! Be silent, O my son, and cause not the loss of our lives and the spoiling

of thy wealth, [as will assuredly betide,] if any hear this talk and carry it to the Khalif.".Then he turned to a damsel of the damsels and said to her,

"Who am I?" Quoth she, "Thou art the Commander of the Faithful;" and he said, "Thou liest, O calamity! (33) If I be indeed the Commander of the

Faithful, bite my finger." So she came to him and bit it with her might, and he said to her, "It sufficeth." Then he said to the chief eunuch, "Who am

I?" And he answered, "Thou art the Commander of the Faithful." So he left him and turning to a little white slave, said to him, "Bite my ear;" and

he bent down to him and put his ear to his mouth. Now the slave was young and lacked understanding; so he closed his teeth upon Aboulhusn's ear

with his might, till he came near to sever it; and he knew not Arabic, so, as often as Aboulhusn said to him, "It sufficeth," he concluded that he said,

"Bite harder," and redoubled his bite and clenched his teeth upon the ear, whilst the damsels were diverted from him with hearkening to the

singing-girls, and Aboulhusn cried out for succour from the boy and the Khalif [well-nigh] lost his senses for laughter..How long shall I thus

question my heart that's drowned in woe? iii. 42..142. El Asmai and the three Girls of Bassora dclxxxvi.Daughter of the Poor Old Man, The Rich

Man who married his Fair, i. 247..? ? ? ? ? When in the sitting-chamber we for merry-making sate, With thine eyes' radiance the place thou didst

illuminate.My heart will never credit that I am far from thee, ii. 275..56. El Mutawekkil and his Favourite Mehboubeh cccli.? ? ? ? ? Thou madest

known to us therein the road of righteousness, When we had wandered from the Truth, what while in gloom it lay..When the evening evened, the

king withdrew to his privy sitting-chamber and bade fetch the vizier. When he presented himself before him, he said to him, "Tell me the story of

the wealthy man who married his daughter to the poor old man." "It is well," answered the vizier. "Know, O puissant king, that.So each of them

went up to the [supposed] dead man and dealt him nigh upon a hundred blows, exclaiming the while, one, 'This is for (45) my father!' and another,

'This is for my grandfather!' whilst a third said, 'This is for my brother!' and a fourth, 'This is for my mother!' And they gave not over taking turns at

him and beating him, till they were weary, what while El Merouzi stood laughing and saying in himself, 'It is not I alone who have entered into sin

against him. There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Supreme!'.90. The Apples of Paradise dclxxvi.? ? ? ? ? El Abbas from

Akil his stead is come again; Prize hath he made of steeds and many a baggage-train;.ABDALLAH BEN NAFI AND THE KING'S SON OF

CASHGHAR. (157).First Officer's Story, The, ii. 122..I went forth one day, purposing to make a journey, and fell in with a man whose wont it was

to stop the way. When he came up with me, he offered to slay me and I said to him, "I have nothing with me whereby thou mayst profit." Quoth he,

"My profit shall be the taking of thy life." "What is the cause of this?" asked I. "Hath there been feud between us aforetime?" And he answered,

"No; but needs must I slay thee." Therewithal I fled from him to the river-side; but he overtook me and casting me to the ground, sat down on my

breast. So I sought help of the Sheikh El Hejjaj (156) and said to him, "Protect me from this oppressor!" And indeed he had drawn a knife,

wherewith to cut my throat, when, behold, there came a great crocodile forth of the river and snatching him up from off my breast, plunged with

him into the water, with the knife still in his hand; whilst I abode extolling the perfection of God the Most High and rendering thanks for my

preservation to Him who had delivered me from the hand of that oppressor.'.When came the time [of the accomplishment] of the foreordered fate

and the fortune graven on the forehead and there abode for the boy but ten days till the seven years should be complete, there came to the mountain

hunters hunting wild beasts and seeing a lion, gave chase to him. He fled from them and seeking refuge in the mountain, fell into the pit in its

midst. The nurse saw him forthright and fled from him into one of the closets; whereupon the lion made for the boy and seizing upon him, tore his

shoulder, after which he sought the closet wherein was the nurse and falling upon her, devoured her, whilst the boy abode cast down in a swoon.

Meanwhile, when the hunters saw that the lion had fallen into the pit, they came to the mouth thereof and heard the shrieking of the boy and the
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woman; and after awhile the cries ceased, whereby they knew that the lion had made an end of them..? ? ? ? ? Ye sleep; by Allah, sleep comes not

to ease my weary lids; But from mine eyes, since ye have passed away, the blood doth rain..At this I trembled and replied, 'By the Most Great God,

O my lord, I have taken a loathing to travel, and whenas any maketh mention to me of travel by sea or otherwise, I am like to swoon for affright, by

reason of that which hath befallen me and what I have suffered of hardships and perils. Indeed, I have no jot of inclination left for this, and I have

sworn never again to leave Baghdad.' And I related to him all that had befallen me, first and last; whereat he marvelled exceedingly and said, 'By

the Most Great God, O Sindbad, never was heard from time immemorial of one whom there betided that which hath betided thee and well may it

behove thee never again to mention travel! But for my sake go thou this once and carry my letter to the King of Serendib and return in haste, if it be

the will of God the Most High, so we may not remain indebted to the king for favour and courtesy.' And I answered him with 'Hearkening and

obedience,' for that I dared not gainsay his commandment.?STORY OF THE SHARPER AND THE MERCHANTS..Then said the Khalif to her,

'Repeat thy playing, O Tuhfeh.' So she repeated it and he said to her, 'Well done!' Moreover, he said to Ishac, 'Thou hast indeed brought me that

which is extraordinary and worth in mine eyes the empire of the earth.' Then he turned to Mesrour the eunuch and said to him, 'Carry Tuhfeh to the

lodging of honour.' (189) Accordingly, she went away with Mesrour and the Khalif looked at her clothes and seeing her clad in raiment of choice,

said to Ishac, 'O Ishac, whence hath she these clothes?' 'O my lord, answered he, 'these are somewhat of thy bounties and thy largesse, and they are

a gift to her from me. By Allah, O Commander of the Faithful, the world, all of it, were little in comparison with her!' Then the Khalif turned to the

Vizier Jaafer and said to him, 'Give Ishac fifty thousand dirhems and a dress of honour of the apparel of choice.' 'Hearkening and obedience,'

replied Jaafer and gave him that which the Khalif ordered him..As for that which hath befallen thee, verily, it hath befallen [many] kings before

thee and their women have played them false, for all they were greater of puissance than thou, yea, and mightier of kingship and more abounding in

troops. If I would, I could relate unto thee, O king, concerning the wiles of women, that whereof I could not make an end all my life long; and

indeed, aforetime, in all these my nights that I have passed before thee, I have told thee [many stories and anecdotes] of the artifices of women and

of their craft and perfidy; but indeed the things abound on me; (173) wherefore, if it like thee, O king, I will relate unto thee [somewhat] of that

which befell kings of old time of the perfidy of their women and of the calamities which overtook them by reason of these latter." "How so?" asked

the king. "Tell on." "Hearkening and obedience,"answered Shehrzad."It hath been told me, O king, that a man once related to a company and spoke

as follows:.All those who were present laughed at her mockery of Iblis and marvelled at the goodliness of her observation (209) and her readiness

in improvising verses; whilst the Sheikh himself rejoiced and said to her, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, the night is gone; so arise and rest thyself ere the

day; and to-morrow all shall be well.' Then all the kings of the Jinn departed, together with those who were present of guards, and Tuhfeh abode

alone, pondering the affair of Er Reshid and bethinking her of how it was with him, after her, and of that which had betided him for her loss, till the

dawn gleamed, when she arose and walked in the palace. Presently she saw a handsome door; so she opened it and found herself in a garden

goodlier than the first, never saw eyes a fairer than it. When she beheld this garden, delight moved her and she called to mind her lord Er Reshid

and wept sore, saying, 'I crave of the bounty of God the Most High that my return to him and to my palace and my home may be near at hand!'.? ? ?

? ? When love-longing for her sweet sake I took upon myself, The railers flocked to me anon, on blame and chiding bent;.? ? ? ? ? His justice and

his truth all creatures do embrace; The erring he corrects and those of wandering mind..? ? ? ? ? The sweet of slumber after thee I have forsworn;

indeed The loss of thee hath smitten me with trouble and affright..?Story of the Unlucky Merchant..? ? ? ? ? t. The two Pigeons dxcvii.One day the

Commander of the Faithful bade bring him to the presence; so his slave-girl changed his raiment and clothing him in sumptuous apparel, mounted

him on the mule. Then he rode to the palace and presenting himself before the Khalif, saluted him with the goodliest of salutations and bespoke

him with eloquent and deep-thoughted speech. When Er Reshid saw him, he marvelled at the goodliness of his favour and his eloquence and the

readiness of his speech and enquiring of him, was told that he was Sitt el Milah's lord; whereupon quoth he, "Indeed, she is excusable in her love

for him, and if we had put her to death unrighteously, as we were minded to do, her blood would have been upon our heads." Then he turned to the

young man and entering into discourse with him, found him well bred, intelligent, quick of wit and apprehension, generous, pleasant, elegant,

erudite. So he loved him with an exceeding love and questioned him of his native city and of his father and of the manner of his journey to

Baghdad. Noureddin acquainted him with that which he would know in the goodliest of words and with the concisest of expressions; and the Khalif

said to him, "And where hast thou been absent all this while? Indeed, we sent after thee to Damascus and Mosul and other the towns, but lit on no

tidings of thee." "O my lord," answered the young man, "there betided thy slave in thy city that which never yet betided any." And he acquainted

him with his case from first to last and told him that which had befallen him of evil [from El Muradi and his crew]..Then he lighted him three

candles and three lamps and spreading the drinking-cloth, brought clarified wine, limpid, old and fragrant, the scent whereof was as that of virgin

musk. He filled the first cup and saying, "O my boon-companion, by thy leave, be ceremony laid aside between us! I am thy slave; may I not be

afflicted with thy loss!" drank it off and filled a second cup, which he handed to the Khalif, with a reverence. His fashion pleased the Khalif and the

goodliness of his speech and he said in himself, "By Allah, I will assuredly requite him for this!" Then Aboulhusn filled the cup again and handed it

to the Khalif, reciting the following verses:.So she did this and fair fortune aided her and the Divine favour was vouchsafed unto her and she

discovered her intent to her father, who forbade her therefrom, fearing her slaughter. However, she repeated her speech to him a second and a third

time, but he consented not. Then he cited unto her a parable, that should deter her, and she cited him a parable in answer to his, and the talk was
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prolonged between them and the adducing of instances, till her father saw that he availed not to turn her from her purpose and she said to him,

'Needs must I marry the king, so haply I may be a sacrifice for the children of the Muslims; either I shall turn him from this his heresy or I shall

die.' When the vizier despaired of dissuading her, he went up to the king and acquainted him with the case, saying, 'I have a daughter and she

desireth to give herself to the king.' Quoth the king, 'How can thy soul consent unto this, seeing that thou knowest I lie but one night with a girl and

when I arise on the morrow, I put her to death, and it is thou who slayest her, and thou hast done this again and again?' 'Know, O king,' answered

the vizier, 'that I have set forth all this to her, yet consented she not unto aught, but needs must she have thy company and still chooseth to come to

thee and present herself before thee, notwithstanding that I have cited to her the sayings of the sages; but she hath answered me to the contrary

thereof with more than that which I said to her.' And the king said, 'Bring her to me this night and to-morrow morning come thou and take her and

put her to death; and by Allah, an thou slay her not, I will slay thee and her also!'.? ? ? ? ? On the dear nights of union, in you was our joy, But

afflicted were we since ye bade us adieu..Officer's Story, The Sixteenth, ii. 193..The company marvelled at the generosity of this man and his

clemency (152) and courtesy, and the Sultan said, 'Tell us another of thy stories.' (153) 'It is well,' answered the officer, 'They avouch that.? ? ? ? ?

Thou that the dupe of yearning art, how many a melting wight In waiting for the unkept tryst doth watch the weary night!.? ? ? ? ? All intercessions

come and all alike do ill succeed, Save Tuhfeh's, daughter of Merjan, for that, in very deed,.Meanwhile, the news spread abroad that Bihzad, son of

the king, was lost, whereupon his father sent letters in quest of him [to all the kings and amongst others to him with whom he was imprisoned].

When the letter reached the latter, he praised God the Most High for that he had not anydele hastened in Bihzad's affair and letting bring him before

himself, said to him, 'Art thou minded to destroy thyself?' Quoth Bihzad, '[I did this] for fear of reproach;' and the king said, 'An thou fear reproach,

thou shouldst not practise haste [in that thou dost]; knowest thou not that the fruit of haste is repentance? If we had hasted, we also, like unto thee,

we had repented.'.As the version of the sixth and seventh voyages of Sindbad the Sailor contained in (197) the Calcutta Edition (1814-18) of the

first two hundred Nights and in the text of the Voyages published by M. Langles (Paris, 1814) differs very materially from that of the complete

Calcutta (1839-42) Edition (198) (which is, in this case, practically identical with those of Boulac and Breslau), adopted by me as my standard text

in the translation of "The Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night," the story of the seventh voyage in particular turning upon an altogether

different set of incidents, related nearly as in the old version of M. Galland, I now give a translation of the text of the two voyages in question

afforded by the Calcutta (1814-18) Edition, corrected and completed by collation with that of M. Langles, from which it differs only in being

slightly less full. It will be observed that in this version of the story the name Sindbad is reserved for the Sailor, the porter being called

Hindbad..When the cook heard this, he said in himself, 'It will do me no hurt if I imprison him and shackle him and bring him what he may work

at. If he tell truth, I will let him live, and if he prove a liar, I will slay him.' So he took a pair of stout shackles and clapping them on Selim's legs,

imprisoned him within his house and set over him one who should guard him. Then he questioned him of what tools he needed to work withal.

Selim set forth to him that which he required, and the cook went out from him and presently returning, brought him all he needed. So Selim sat and

wrought at his craft; and he used every day to earn two dinars; and this was his wont and usance with the cook, whilst the latter fed him not but half

his fill..? ? ? ? ? Thou that wast absent from my stead, yet still with me didst bide, Thou wast removed from mine eye, yet still wast by my side..I

marvel for that to my love I see thee now incline, iii. 112..Viziers, The Ten, i. 61..? ? ? ? ? The best of all religions your love is, for in you Are love

and life made easeful, untroubled and sincere..There came to a king of the kings, in his old age, a son, who grew up comely, quick-witted and

intelligent, and when he came to years of discretion and became a young man, his father said to him, 'Take this kingdom and govern it in my stead,

for I desire to flee [from the world] to God the Most High and don the gown of wool and give myself up to devotion.' Quoth the prince, 'And I also

desire to take refuge with God the Most High.' And the king said, 'Arise, let us flee forth and make for the mountains and worship in them, for

shamefastness before God the Most High.'.38. The Lover who feigned himself a Thief to save his Mistress's Honour dlvii.So he opened to me and I

went out and had not gone far from the house when I met a woman, who said to me, "Methinks a long life was fore-ordained to thee; else hadst

thou not come forth of yonder house." "How so?" asked I, and she answered, "Ask thy friend [such an one," naming thee,] "and he will acquaint

thee with strange things." So, God on thee, O my friend, tell me what befell thee of wonders and rarities, for I have told thee what befell me.' 'O my

brother,' answered I, 'I am bound by a solemn oath.' And he said, 'O my friend, break thine oath and tell me.' Quoth I, 'Indeed, I fear the issue of

this.' [But he importuned me] till I told him all, whereat he marvelled. Then I went away from him and abode a long while, [without farther

news]..A certain assessor was one day taken with a woman and much people assembled before his house and the lieutenant of police and his men

came to him and knocked at the door. The assessor looked out of window and seeing the folk, said, "What aileth you?" Quoth they, "[Come,] speak

with the lieutenant of police such an one." So he came down and they said to him, "Bring forth the woman that is with thee." Quoth he, "Are ye not

ashamed? How shall I bring forth my wife?" And they said, "Is she thy wife by contract (118) or without contract?" ["By contract,"] answered he,

"according to the Book of God and the Institutes of His Apostle." "Where is the contract?" asked they; and he replied, "Her contract is in her

mother's house." Quoth they, "Arise and come down and show us the contract." And he said to them, "Go from her way, so she may come forth."

Now, as soon as he got wind of the matter, he had written the contract and fashioned it after her fashion, to suit with the case, and written therein

the names of certain of his friends as witnesses and forged the signatures of the drawer and the wife's next friend and made it a contract of marriage

with his wife and appointed it for an excuse. (119) So, when the woman was about to go out from him, he gave her the contract that be had forged,
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and the Amir sent with her a servant of his, to bring her to her father. So the servant went with her and when she came to her door, she said to him,

"I will not return to the citation of the Amir; but let the witnesses (120) present themselves and take my contract.".When the morning morrowed,

the draper went out, still angered against his wife, and the old woman returned to her and found her changed of colour, pale of face, dejected and

heart-broken. [So she questioned her of the cause of her dejection and she told her how her husband was angered against her (as she supposed) on

account of the burns in the turban-cloth.] "O my daughter," rejoined the old woman, "be not concerned; for I have a son, a fine-drawer, and he, by

thy life, shall fine-draw [the holes] and restore the turban-cloth as it was. "The wife rejoiced in her saying and said to her, "And when shall this

be?" "To-morrow, if it please God the Most High," answered the old woman, "I will bring him to thee, at the time of thy husband's going forth from

thee, and he shall mend it and depart forth-right." Then she comforted her heart and going forth from her, returned to the young man and told him

what had passed..When King Shah Bekht heard this, he said, "Most like all they say of the vizier is leasing and his innocence will appear, even as

that of the pious woman appeared." Then he comforted the vizier's heart and bade him go to his house..? ? ? ? ? Saying, "Thy fill of union take; no

spy is there on us, Whom we should fear, nor yet reproach our gladness may abate.".Then she was silent, and when the king heard her speech and

profited by that which she said, he summoned up his reasoning faculties and cleansed his heart and caused his understanding revert [to the right

way] and turned [with repentance] to God the Most High and said in himself, "Since there befell the kings of the Chosroes more than that which

hath befallen me, never, whilst I abide [on life], shall I cease to blame myself [for that which I did in the slaughter of the daughters of the folk]. As

for this Shehrzad, her like is not found in the lands; so extolled be the perfection of Him who appointed her a means for the deliverance of His

creatures from slaughter and oppression!" Then he arose from his session and kissed her head, whereat she rejoiced with an exceeding joy, she and

her sister Dinarzad..? ? ? ? ? l. The Foolish Fisherman dccccxviii.How many, in Yemameh, dishevelled widows plain! i. 50..Now the king was

leaning back upon the cushion, when he heard the man's words, he knew the purport thereof; so he sat up and said, "Return to thy garden in all

assurance and ease of heart; for, by Allah, never saw I the like of thy garden nor stouter of ward than its walls over its trees!" So Firouz returned to

his wife, and the cadi knew not the truth of the affair, no, nor any of those who were in that assembly, save the king and the husband and the

damsel's brother. (176)
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