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When the waiter had gone, -Tom said, "Don't worry about abetting a crime. If I had to pop Cain to prevent him from hurting someone, I wouldn't

hesitate. But I'd never act as judge and jury otherwise.".According to the brief biographic note with the picture, Celestina White was a graduate of

San Francisco's Academy of Art College. She had been born and raised in Spruce Hills, Oregon, the daughter of a minister..The ship of night

floated over the city and cast down nets of darkness, gathering millions of lights like luminous fishes in its black toils..Highly impressed by the

spot-on hyena scream with which Frieda had purged herself of the childhood emotional trauma inflicted by an authoritarian grandmother, Junior

asked her to go out with him.."I'll teach her," Wally said, moving past them to the apartment door, fishing a ring of keys out of his coat pocket..The

paramedic, fingers pressed to the radial artery in Junior's right wrist, must have felt a rocket-quick acceleration in his pulse rate..But she knew.

Barty, buoyant as ever, seemed not to be much worried about the problem with his vision. He appeared to expect that it would pass like any

sneezing fit or cold..A door slammed, and after the briefest of internal debates about whether to ize or act, Junior left Ichabod straddling the

threshold. He must get to Celestina before she reached a telephone, and then he could come back and finish moving the body..His previous plan to

create a tableau-butter on the floor, open oven door-to portray Victoria's death as an accident was no longer adequate. A new strategy was

required..Taking her silence for assent, Tom continued: "Your father is gone from here, gone forever, but he still lives in other worlds. This isn't a

statement of faith alone. If Albert Einstein were still alive and standing here, he'd tell you that it's true. Your father is with you in many places, and

so is Phimie. In many places, she didn't die in childbirth. In some worlds, she was never raped, her life never blighted. But there's an irony in that,

isn't there? Because in those worlds, Angel doesn't exist-yet Angel is a miracle and a blessing." He looked up from the city to the woman. "So when

you're lying in bed tonight, kept awake by grief, don't think just about what you've lost with your father and Phimie. Think about what you have in

this world that you've never known in some others-Angel. Whether God's a Catholic, a Baptist, a Jew, a Muslim, or a quantum mechanic, He gives

us compensation for our pain, compensation right here in this world, not just in those parallel to it and not just in some afterlife. Always

compensation for the pain ... if we recognize it when we see it.".Sapphires and emeralds, dazzling gems set in clearest white, ebony pupils at the

center. Beautiful mysteries, these eyes, but no different now than they had ever been, as far as she could tell..During this same period, having

subscribed to the opera, Junior attended a performance of Wagner's The Ring of the Nibelung..The rain-washed street shimmered greasily under the

tires, and the intersection lay halfway up a long hill, so gravity was aligned with fate against them. The driver's side of the Pontiac lifted. Beyond

the windshield, the main drag of Bright Beach tilted crazily. The passenger's side slammed against the pavement..In this case, he was sure that

vanity was not a fault, not the result of a swollen ego, but merely healthy self-esteem. That he was irresistible to women wasn't simply his biased

opinion, but an observable and undeniable fact, like gravity or the order in which the planets revolved t around the sun..MONEY FOR THE

DEAD. The decomposing flesh of a beloved wife and an unborn baby transmuted into a fortune was an achievement that put to shame the

alchemists' dreams of turning lead to gold..Barty sat at the kitchen table, reading Between Planets. From time to time, Agnes discovered him

watching her at work or studying Maria's face and her dexterous hands.."It was... the only dream that mattered," Joey said. "You ... loving me. It

was a good life because of you."."At home," Otter said. It wasn't a lie. He did have a pouch at home. He kept his fine-work tools and his bubble

level in it. And he wasn't altogether lying about the wind. Several times he had managed to bring a bit of magewind into the sail of a boat, though

he had no idea how to combat or control a storm, as a ship's weatherworker must do. But he thought he'd rather drown in a gale than be murdered in

this hole..He got behind the wheel of the Studebaker, started the engine, did a hard 180-degree turn, using more lawn than driveway, and cried out

in terror when Vanadium moved noisily in the backseat..He drove his yellow-and-white 1955 Ford Country Squire station wagon. He'd bought the

car with some of the last money he earned in the years when he had been able to hold a job, before his ... problem..Rudy's blue suit, as usual,

pinched and shorted his shambling frame. Here in a boneyard, he appeared to be not just a man with a bad tailor, but a grave robber who looted the

dead for his wardrobe..The glimmering bay and the shimmering amber candlelight provided the perfect atmosphere for the song that arose now

from the piano in the bar..Holding hands, Barty and Angel led the adults into the kitchen, to the back door. This procession had a ceremonial

quality that intrigued Tom, and by the time they stepped onto the porch, he was impatient to know why everyone-except he and Wally-was

emotionally airborne, one degree of altitude below euphoria..She cupped his face in both of her hands and was barely able to lift his head, for fear

of what she would see..voice was flat, a drone; he had delivered not an emotional threat, but a quiet promise..This humble house wasn't where you

expected to hear an elaborate custom doorbell-or even any doorbell at all, since knuckles on wood were the cheapest announcement of a

visitor..Only a few theater goers attended the matinee. No one sat near, so Google and Junior openly swapped packages: a five-by-six manila

envelope to Google, a nine-by-twelve to Junior..spades. Friday night, she had ripped the cards in thirds and had been carrying the twelve pieces

with her since then, waiting for this quiet Sunday evening..Jacob was hiding something. Until he had spoken of Josef Krepp, his every response had

been formed as a question, which had always been his preferred method of avoidance when conversation involved a subject that made him

uncomfortable..Agnes discovered that watching her child be totally consumed by a new enthusiasm was an unparalleled delight. Through Barty,

she had a tantalizing sense of what her own childhood might have been like if her father had allowed her to have one, and at times, listening to the

boy exclaim about the space-faring Stone family or about the mysteries of Mars, she discovered that at least some part of a child still lived within
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her, untouched by either cruelty or time..Paul set the nightstand down but waited, ready to shove the furniture into the stairwell if the swaddled

gunman dared return..lawn before they knew that the prodigy's invisible cloak wouldn't accommodate him as it did the girl. Cool, drenching rain

pounded Tom at once, and he scooped Barty off the steps as Grace had gathered up.Then the police in Spruce Hills would want to know why he

had been screwing around with an underage Negro girl if his marriage to Naomi had been as perfect, as fulfilling, as he claimed. Unfair as it seems,

there is no statute of limitations on murder. Closed files can be dusted off and opened again; investigations can be resumed. And although

authorities would have little or no hope of convicting him of murder on whatever meager evidence they could dig up, be would be forced to spend

another significant portion of his fortune on attorney fees..Against the sight of Franklin Chan's pity, which implied the hopelessness of Barty's

condition, Agnes closed her eyes. But she opened them at once, because this chosen darkness reminded her that unwanted darkness might be

Barty's fate..Symptoms of food poisoning usually appear within two hours of dining. The hideous intestinal spasms had rocked him at least six

hours after he'd eaten. Besides, if the culprit were food poisoning, he would have vomited; but he hadn't felt any urge to spew..Agnes was able to

respond, Paul sprang up and moved away. Other friends knelt and crouched and bent to her, and she lost sight of the pharmacist as he moved off

through the dispersing crowd..Indeed, she found it difficult to talk with her son in their usual easy way. She heard a stiffness in her voice that she

knew would sooner or later be apparent to him..The sound made by the dropping corpse indicated that cushioning trash lined the bottom of the bin,

and also that it was no more than half full. This improved chances that Neddy wouldn't be discovered until a dump truck tumbled him into a

landfill-and even then perhaps no eyes would alight upon him again except those of hungry rats..". . . then how come you couldn't walk where your

eyes were healthy and leave the tumors there," she remembered..almost recoiled in disgust. She held the newborn so that its mother could look

into.His words echoed back to her from July: My cold's just here, not every place I am..Beveled, crackled, distorted, divided into petals and leaves,

Deed's face beyond the lead-ad glass, as he leaned closer to try to peer inside, was the countenance of a dream demon swimming up out of a

nightmare lake..He was filled with bitter remorse for having suspected Naomi of poisoning his cheese sandwich or his apricots. She-had in fact

adored him, as he had always believed. She would never have lifted a hand against him, never. Dear Naomi would have died for him. In fact, she

had.."Imagine me thinking you'd be gone," she said to Barty. "Your old mum is losing it. I never made a deal with Rumpelstiltskin, so there's

nothing for him to collect.".Following a month of recuperation and postoperative medical care, Junior was able to return to his twice-a-week

classes in art appreciation. He resumed, as well, his almost daily strolls through the city's better galleries and fine museums..Instead, he sat in the

breakfast nook with his phone books and resumed the grueling search for Bartholomew..Alone with Agnes, the physician said, "I want you to take

Barty to a specialist in Newport Beach. Franklin Chan. He's a wonderful ophthalmologist and ophthalmological surgeon, and right now we don't

have anyone like that here in town.".As always, curious about how others lived-or, in this case, bad lived-Junior explored the house, poking in

drawers and closets. For a widower, Bartholomew Prosser was neat and well-organized..He gently drew the covers over his wife's ruined body, to

her thin shoulders, but arranged her right arm on top of the blankets. He straightened and smoothed the folded-back flap of the top sheet..Curiously,

reciting these facts usually calmed him, as though speaking of disaster would ward it off. Since Friday, however, he had found no comfort in his

usual routines..He didn't rely on sounds to help him find his way, though here and there one served as a marker of his progress. Twelve paces from

his room, a floorboard squeaked almost inaudibly under the hallway carpet, which told him that he was seventeen paces from the head of the stairs.

He didn't need that muffled creak to know exactly where he was, but it always reassured him..So it became dangerous to practice sorcery, except

under the protection of a strong warlord; and even then, if a wizard met up with one whose powers were greater than his own, he might be

destroyed. And if a wizard let down his guard among the common folk, they too might destroy him if they could, seeing him as the source of the

worst evils they suffered, a malign being. In those years, in the minds of most people, all magic was black..She curled up in the armchair, watching

Barty. She was greedy for the sight of him. She thought she would not doze off, but would spend the night watching over him, yet exhaustion

defeated her.."As long as the case was open and you were the sole suspect," said the lawyer, "they couldn't negotiate an out-of-court settlement

with you. But they were afraid that if eventually they couldn't prove you killed her, then they'd be in an even worse position when a wrongful death

suit finally went before a jury.".During the past three years, he'd suffered much because of these sisters, including most recently the humiliation in

the Dumpster with the dead musician, Celestina's pencil-necked friend with a propensity for postmortem licking. The memory of that horror flared

so vividly-every grotesque detail condensed into one intense and devastating flash of recollection-that Junior's bladder suddenly felt swollen and

full, although he had taken a long satisfying leak in an alleyway across the street from the restaurant at which the postcard-painting poseur had

enjoyed a leisurely dinner with Ichabod..With the infant in her arms, the heavyset nurse pressed in beside Celestina, who.When Seraphim's bastard

baby was dead, evidence of paternity would die with it-and any claim for child support. Even Vanadium's stubborn, selfish, greedy, grubbing,

vicious, psychotic, evil spirit would have to recognize that all hope of bringing Junior down was lost, and it would at last either dissipate in

frustration or be reincarnated..No turning back. In the fuming blackness, they would become disoriented in seconds, fall, and suffocate as surely as

they would burn. Besides, the open window, providing draft, would draw the fire rapidly down the hallway at their backs.."Miss White was

admitted to St. Mary's late January fifth," said Nolly, "with dangerous hypertension, a complication of pregnancy."."No pie!" Agnes agreed. She

parenthesized his head with her hands and punctuated his sweet face with kisses..At the grave, they arrived with red and white roses. Agnes carried

the red, and Barty brought the white..Never before had she put faith in any form of prognostication. In the whispery falling of those twelve cards,
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however, she heard the faint voice of truth, not quite a coherent truth, not as clear a message as she might have wished, but a murmur that she

couldn't ignore..The sign promised topless dancers. Although Junior had been in San Francisco for over a week, he had not yet sampled this

avant-garde art form..In the sermon that brought him a moment of fame that he'd found more uncomfortable than not, Daddy had used the life of

Bartholomew to illustrate his point that every day in every life is of the most profound importance. Bartholomew is arguably the most obscure of

the twelve disciples. Some would say Lebbaeus is less known, some might even point to Thomas the doubter. But Bartholomew certainly casts a

shadow far shorter than those of Peter, Matthew, James, John, and Philip. Daddy's purpose in proclaiming Bartholomew the most obscure of the

twelve was then to imagine in vivid detail how that apostle's actions, seemingly of little consequence at the time, had resonated down through

history, through hundreds of millions of lives-and then to assert that the life of each chambermaid listening to this sermon, the life of each car

mechanic, each teacher, each truck driver, each waitress, each doctor, each janitor, was as important as the resonant life of Bartholomew, although

each dwelt beyond the lamp of fame and labored without the applause of multitudes..Junior suspected that no one other than this man's mother

called him Tom. He was probably "Detective" to some and "Vanadium" to most who knew him..Daylight had retreated from the windows. Winter

night, wound in scarfs of fog, like a leprous mendicant, rattled out a breath as though begging their attention beyond the glass..Angel raised her

attention from the salt shaker to Tom's face, studied his scars for a moment, and said, "No.".Spinning off the stool, the bun cap in one hand and the

mustard dispenser clutched in the other, Junior surveyed the long narrow diner. Looking for the maniac cop. The dead maniac cop. He half

expected to see Thomas Vanadium: head crusted in blood, face bashed to pulp, caked in quarry silt, and dripping water as though he'd climbed out

of his Studebaker coffin just minutes ago..No inquiring voice echoed off the passage walls, no accusatory shout. He was alone with the cadaver in

this mist-shrouded moment of the metropolitan night-but perhaps not for long,.The rain was colder than it had been earlier, almost as icy as sleet.

Or perhaps she was far hotter than before and felt the chill more keenly on her fevered skin. Each droplet seemed to hiss against her face, to sizzle

against her hands, with which she tightly gripped her swollen abdomen as if she could deny Death the baby that it had come to collect..dropping on

the conversation between Dr. Parkhurst and Vanadium, and  later failing and respond to Vanadium's pointed accusations, his deception would

inevitably be read as an admission of guilt in the murder.She figured that she could stay home, devoting herself to Barty, for perhaps three years

before she would be wise to find work..holding hands as they watched John Wayne in The Searchers, David Niven in Around the World in 80

Days. They were so young then, sure they would live forever, and they were still young now, but for one of them, forever had arrived..Worse, to

make credible his anguish and to avoid suspicion, he would have to play the devastated widower for at least another couple weeks, perhaps for as

long as a month. As a dedicated follower of the self-improvement advice of Dr. Caesar Zedd, Junior was impatient with those who were ruled by

sentimentality and by the expectations of society, and now he was required to pretend to be one of them-and for an interminable period of

time..Unobtrusively, Junior followed the musician across the large front room, but by an indirect arc, using the babbling bourgeoisie for

cover.."Just that she's aware of all the ways things are," Maria added. "Like you and Barty.".This galerieur was tall, with silver hair, chiseled

features, and the all-knowing, imperious manner of a gynecologist to royalty. He wore a well-tailored gray suit, and his gold Rolex was the very

watch that Wroth Griskin might have killed for in his salad days..Her hands shook, her entire body shook, and in her mind was a hard clatter of fear

like the wheels of a roller coaster rattling over poorly seamed tracks..The universe was vast and Barty small, yet the boy's immortal soul made him

as important as galaxies, as important as anything in Creation. This Agnes believed. She couldn't tolerate life without the conviction that it had

meaning and design, though sometimes she felt that she was a sparrow whose fall had gone unnoticed. Barty sat on the edge of the doctor's desk,

legs dangling, holding Red Planet, his place marked by an inserted finger..In January 1965, Magusson had sent Cain to Nolly as a client, not sure

why the creep needed a private detective. That had turned out to be the business about Seraphim White's baby. Simon's warning to be careful of

Enoch Cain had helped to shape Nolly's decision to withhold the information about the child's placement..From serviceway to alley to serviceway

to street, into the city and the fog and the night, Junior ran from the Cain past into the Pinchbeck future..The hum, the buzz, the rattle, the grinding

of machinery, power tools. Sheet steel and tougher structural steel snarling against the teeth of a metal-cutting saw..This comment left Tom

nonplussed. He could only imagine that Jacob had known someone who died in that crash-yet the twin's tone of voice and his expression seemed to

suggest that a world without the Bakersfield train wreck would be a less convivial place than one that included it..She twisted her sweat-drenched

face in what might have been frustration, closed her.If killing the wrong Bartholomew had broken a dam in Junior and released a lake of tension,

whacking the right Bartholomew would set loose an ocean of pent-up stress, and he would feel free as he'd not felt since the fire tower. Freer than

he'd been in his entire life..His mouth was dry when he said to Angel, "Well, it seems pretty magical to me-that flipped-coin trick.".Off the hard

surfaces of cabinets, refrigerator, and ovens, the twin reports crashed and rattled. The windowpanes briefly thrummed..Edom removed two of the

pies from the table and put them on the counter near the ovens..The bandaged man stormed up from the ruin of the living room, gauze fluttering

around his lips as his hard exhalations seemed to prove that he wasn't a long-dead pharaoh reanimated to punish some heedless archaeologist who

had ignored all warnings and violated his tomb. So this wasn't a Weird Tales moment.."When the Iroquois Theater in Chicago burned on December

30, 1903" he said aloud, testing his memory, "during a matinee of Mr Blue Beard, six hundred two people perished, mostly women and

children.".The boy didn't at once answer, and when Agnes looked up from Red Planet, she saw that he was staring oddly at her. He squinted, as if

puzzled, and said, "The twisty spots just jumped off the page right up on your face.".Barty approached stair climbing as a mathematical problem,
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calculating the precise movement of each leg and placement of each foot necessary to successfully negotiate the obstacle. He proceeded less slowly

on the next three steps than he had on the first three, and thereafter he ascended with growing confidence, pumping his legs with machinelike

precision..Other rooms were furnished as sparely as those in a monastery. Indeed, the dining room contained nothing whatsoever..The kids insisted

on knowing what was meant by the line about the chicken, and this led to the laying of a coopful of Why-did-the chicken-cross-the-road jokes,

which Edom and Jacob had memorized in childhood as an act of rebellion against their humorless father..Kathleen expected this would prove to be

true. She herself was not frightened by Thomas Vanadium's appearance; but then she had been prepared for it before she first saw him. And she

wasn't a murderer, fearful of retribution, to whom this particular face would seem like Judgment personified..Aware of the mortician's new

edginess, Jacob was convinced that his initial distrust of Panglo was justified. This twitchy little guy seemed to have something to hide. Jacob

didn't have to be a cop to recognize nervousness born of guilt.."Oh, Wally, I am worried. I'm deeply worried. My mama is going to buy herself a

first-class ticket to the fiery pit if she doesn't stop this prevaricatin'.".Too late for interrogation now, with Vanadium bludgeoned into eternal sleep

and resting under many fathoms of cold bedding..Slow deep breathing forgotten, gasping like a drowning swimmer, a sudden sweat dripping from

his brow, Junior used one foot to prod the fallen man..And suddenly Celestina believed that Bellini was a cop, not because his voice contained such

authority, but because her heart told her that the time had come, that the long-anticipated danger had at last materialized: the dark advent that

Phimie had warned her about three years ago..face looked familiar, and he sensed that he had seen it before in a disquieting context, although the

man's identity eluded him..At home, after phoning her folks, Celestina made a ham sandwich. She ate a quarter of it. Then two bites of a chocolate

croissant. One spoonful of butter pecan ice cream. Everything was without taste, more bland than Phimie's hospital food, and it cloyed in her

throat..The sight of the heavily bandaged face apparently pressed all of the compassion buttons in the reverend, because he broke out of his

paralytic shock and started forward-before he registered the weapon.."Yes, I'm nicely rounding myself into an early grave," he said almost

cheerfully. "And I must admit to enjoying it."."This card to mean also is family love, and is love from many friends, not just to be kissy-kissy

love," Maria elucidated..Young boys, however, are not moved by scenery, especially not when their hearts are adventuring on Mars..The family

didn't exist in anticipation of developments with Barty and Angel, didn't put the pair at the center of their world. Instead, they did the good work,

shared the satisfactions that came daily with being part of Pie Lady Services, and got on with life..FOR AMERICANS OF Chinese descent-and San

Francisco has a large Chinese population-1965 was the Year of the Snake. For Junior Cain, it was the Year of the Gun, though it didn't start out that

way..Assuming this criticism was amusing hyperbole, Junior laughed, but Sklent squinted those virtually colorless eyes, and Junior's laugh

withered in his throat. "Well, maybe that's how it'll work out," he said, wanting to be on Sklent's good side, but he was at once sorry he'd spoken

those words in front of witnesses.."Making too many wrong choices," Grace White said, "produces too many branches-a gnarled, twisted, ugly

growth.".Edom bit his lower lip, shook his head, and stubbornly clung to Barty's left foot..As long as Junior continued to fake sleep, the cop

couldn't be absolutely sure that any deception was taking place..He hadn't seen Thomas Vanadium since Monday, at the cemetery, and Vanadium

hadn't pulled any tricks since leaving twenty-five cents at his bedside that same night. Almost four days undisturbed by the hectoring detective. In

matters Vanadium, however, Junior had learned to be wary, prudent..Grace dropped the phone. Harrison let the frosting knife slip out of his

fingers..Words eluded him again, and he surveyed the coffee shop, as if someone might step forward to speak for him. He realized people were

staring, and embarrassment drew a tighter knot in his tongue..Usually, he remained still, tense, listening, until enough silence convinced him that

the sounds he'd heard had been in the dream, not in the real world. If silence didn't settle him, he went into the living room, only to discover that

she was always where he had left her, fork-and-fan-blade face wrenched in a soundless scream..he had sat here with a pencil, making shopping

lists. Now, instead of a pencil, there was the Italian-made .22 pistol..At the mention of her son's name, Agnes stiffened. There were numerous ways

for Deed to have learned the baby's name, yet it seemed wrong for him to know it, wrong to use it, the name of this child he had nearly orphaned,

had almost killed.
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