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? ? ? ? ? She let him taste her honey and wine (183) before his death: This was his last of victual until the Judgment Day..? ? ? ? ? Reproach me not

for what I did, but be thou kind to one Who's sick of body and whose heart is wasted all away..The old woman returned to the man and told him

what the damsel said; and he lusted after her, by reason of her beauty and her repentance; so he took her to wife, and when he went in to her, he

loved her and she also loved him. On this wise they abode a great while, till one day he questioned her of the cause of a mark (13) he espied on her

body, and she said, 'I know nought thereof save that my mother told me a marvellous thing concerning it.' 'What was that?' asked he, and she

answered, 'She avouched that she gave birth to me one night of the nights of the winter and despatched a hired man, who was with us, in quest of

fire for her. He was absent a little while and presently returning, took me and slit my belly and fled. When my mother saw this, affliction overcame

her and compassion possessed her; so she sewed up my belly and tended me till, by the ordinance of God (to whom belong might and majesty), the

wound healed up.".Then the king took counsel with himself to build his son a bath and adorn it with various paintings, so he might show it to him

and divert him with the sight thereof, to the intent that his body might be solaced thereby and that the obsession of travel might cease from him and

he be turned from [his purpose of] removal from his parents. So he addressed himself to the building of the bath and assembling architects and

builders and artisans from all the towns and citadels and islands [of his dominions], assigned them a site and marked out its boundaries. Then the

workmen occupied themselves with the making of the bath and the setting out and adornment of its cabinets and roofs. They used paints and

precious stones of all kinds, according to the variousness of their hues, red and green and blue and yellow and what not else of all manner colours;

and each artisan wrought at his handicraft and each painter at his art, whilst the rest of the folk busied themselves with transporting thither

varicoloured stones..99. The Three Unfortunate Lovers ccccix.When her mother went out from her, Mariyeh fell to chiding the damsel for that

which she had done and said to her, "Verily, death were leifer to me than this; so look thou discover not my affair to any and I charge thee return

not to the like of this fashion." Then she swooned away and lay awhile without life, and when she came to herself, she saw Shefikeh weeping over

her; whereupon she took the necklace from her neck and the mantle from her body and said to the damsel, "Lay them in a napkin of damask and

carry them to El Abbas and acquaint him with that wherein I am for the persistence of estrangement and the effects of forbiddance." So Shefikeh

took them and carried them to El Abbas, whom she found in act to depart, for that he was about to take horse for Yemen. She went in to him and

gave him the napkin and that which was therein, and when he opened it and saw what it contained, to wit, the mantle and the necklace, his vexation

was excessive and his eyes were distorted, [so that the whites thereof appeared] and his rage was manifest in them..154. King Mohammed ben

Sebaik and the Merchant Hassan dcclvi.? ? ? ? ? Thus unto thee have I set forth my case; consider well My words, so thou mayst guided be aright

by their intent..One day, as he went wandering about the streets, he espied a woman of the utmost beauty and grace, and what he saw of her charms

amazed him and there betided him what made him forget his present plight. She accosted him and jested with him and he besought her of

foregathering and companionship. She consented to this and said to him, 'Let us go to thy lodging.' With this he repented and was perplexed

concerning his affair and grieved for that which must escape him of her company by reason of the straitness of his hand, (261) for that he had no jot

of spending money. But he was ashamed to say, 'No,' after he had made suit to her; so he went on before her, bethinking him how he should rid

himself of her and casting about for an excuse which he might put off on her, and gave not over going from street to street, till he entered one that

had no issue and saw, at the farther end, a door, whereon was a padlock..The news reached his father, who said to him, 'O my son, this damsel to

whom thy heart cleaveth is at thy commandment and we have power over her; so wait till I demand her [in marriage] for thee.' But the prince said,

'I will not wait.' So his father hastened in the matter and sent to demand her of her father, who required of him a hundred thousand dinars to his

daughter's dowry. Quoth Bihzad's father, 'So be it,' and paid down what was in his treasuries, and there remained to his charge but a little of the

dower. So he said to his son, 'Have patience, O my son, till we gather together the rest of the money and send to fetch her to thee, for that she is

become thine.' Therewith the prince waxed exceeding wroth and said, 'I will not have patience;' so he took his sword and his spear and mounting

his horse, went forth and fell to stopping the way, [so haply that he might win what lacked of the dowry]..I am filled full of longing pain and

memory and dole, iii. 15..All those who were present laughed at her mockery of Iblis and marvelled at the goodliness of her observation (209) and

her readiness in improvising verses; whilst the Sheikh himself rejoiced and said to her, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, the night is gone; so arise and rest

thyself ere the day; and to-morrow all shall be well.' Then all the kings of the Jinn departed, together with those who were present of guards, and

Tuhfeh abode alone, pondering the affair of Er Reshid and bethinking her of how it was with him, after her, and of that which had betided him for

her loss, till the dawn gleamed, when she arose and walked in the palace. Presently she saw a handsome door; so she opened it and found herself in

a garden goodlier than the first, never saw eyes a fairer than it. When she beheld this garden, delight moved her and she called to mind her lord Er

Reshid and wept sore, saying, 'I crave of the bounty of God the Most High that my return to him and to my palace and my home may be near at

hand!'.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? eb. Story of the Barber's Second Brother xxxi.Now this present was a horse worth ten thousand dinars and all its housings

and trappings of gold set with jewels, and a book and five different kinds of suits of apparel and an hundred pieces of fine white linen cloths of

Egypt and silks of Suez and Cufa and Alexandria and a crimson carpet and another of Tebaristan (217) make and an hundred pieces of cloth of silk

and flax mingled and a goblet of glass of the time of the Pharaohs, a finger-breadth thick and a span wide, amiddleward which was the figure of a
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lion and before him an archer kneeling, with his arrow drawn to the head, and the table of Solomon son of David, (218) on whom be peace; and the

contents of the letter were as follows: 'From the Khalif Haroun er Reshid, unto whom and to his forefathers (on whom be peace) God hath

vouchsafed the rank of the noble and exceeding glory, to the august, God-aided Sultan, greeting. Thy letter hath reached us and we rejoiced therein

and have sent thee the book [called] "The Divan of Hearts and the Garden of Wits," of the translation whereof when thou hast taken cognizance, its

excellence will be established in thine eyes; and the superscription of this book we have made unto thee. Moreover, we send thee divers other

kingly presents; (219) so do thou favour us by accepting them, and peace be on thee!'.As for the king their father, he abode with his wife, their

mother, what while God (to whom belong might and majesty) willed, and they rejoiced in reunion with each other. The kingship endured unto them

and glory and victory, and the king continued to rule with justice and equity, so that the people loved him and still invoked on him and on his sons

length of days and durance; and they lived the most delightsome of lives till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of

Companies, He who layeth waste the palaces and peopleth the tombs; and this is all that hath come down to us of the story of the king and his wife

and children. Nor," added the vizier, "if this story be a solace and a diversion, is it pleasanter or more diverting than that of the young man of

Khorassan and his mother and sister.".When Sindbad the Sailor had made an end of his story, all who were present marvelled at that which had

befallen him. Then he bade his treasurer give the porter an hundred mithcals of gold and dismissed him, charging him return on the morrow, with

the rest of the folk, to hear the history of his seventh voyage. So the porter went away to his house, rejoicing; and on the morrow he presented

himself with the rest of the guests, who sat down, as of their wont, and occupied themselves with eating and drinking and merry-making till the end

of the day, when their host bade them hearken to the story of his seventh voyage. Quoth Sindbad the Sailor,.When Abou Temam returned with

[news of] the accomplishment of his errand and brought the presents and the letter, King Ilan Shah rejoiced in this and redoubled in showing him

honour and made much of him. Some days thereafterward, the king of Turkestan sent his daughter and she went in to King Ilan Shah, who rejoiced

in her with an exceeding joy and Abou Temam's worth was exalted in his sight. When the viziers saw this, they redoubled in envy and despite and

said, 'An we contrive us not a device to rid us of this man, we shall perish of rage.' So they bethought them [and agreed upon] a device they should

practise..? ? ? ? ? d. The Tailor's Story cxxxvii.When the boy grew up, his father feared for him from poverty and change of case, so he said to him,

'Dear my son, know that in my youth I wronged my brothers in the matter of our father's good, and I see thee in weal; but, if thou [come to] need,

ask not of one of them nor of any other, for I have laid up for thee in yonder chamber a treasure; but do not thou open it until thou come to lack thy

day's food.' Then he died, and his wealth, which was a great matter, fell to his son. The young man had not patience to wait till he had made an end

of that which was with him, but rose and opened the chamber, and behold, it was [empty and its walls were] whitened, and in its midst was a rope

hanging down and half a score bricks, one upon another, and a scroll, wherein was written, 'Needs must death betide; so hang thyself and beg not of

any, but kick away the bricks, so there may be no escape (225) for thee, and thou shall be at rest from the exultation of enemies and enviers and the

bitterness of poverty.'.Then she gave out among the folk that the king's father's brother's son was come and bade the grandees and troops go forth to

meet him. Moreover, she decorated the city in his honour and the drums of good tidings beat for him, whilst all the king's household [went out to

meet him and] dismounting before him, [escorted him to the city and] lodged him with the queen-mother in her palace. Then she bade the chiefs of

the state attend his assembly; so they presented themselves before him and saw of his breeding and accomplishments that which amazed them and

made them forget the breeding of those who had foregone him of the kings..Then he returned to the city and forgot the youth; so the servants went

in to him and said to him, 'O king, if thou keep silence concerning yonder youth, who would have slain thee, all thy servants will presume upon

thee, and indeed the folk talk of this matter.' With this the king waxed wroth and saying, 'Fetch him hither,' commanded the headsman to strike off

his head. So they [brought the youth and] bound his eyes; and the headsman stood at his head and said to the king, 'By thy leave, O my lord, I will

strike off his head.' But the king said, 'Stay, till I look into his affair. Needs must I put him to death and the slaying of him will not escape [me].' So

he restored him to the prison and there he abode till it should be the king's will to put him to death..15. Ghanim ben Eyoub the Slave of Love

cccxxxii.? ? ? ? ? Where lavender, myrtle, narcissus entwine, With all sweet-scented herbs, round the juice of the vine..On the morrow they (199)

returned to their place, as of their wont, and betook themselves to eating and drinking and merry-making and sporting till the last of the day, when

Sindbad bade them hearken to his relation concerning his sixth voyage, the which (quoth he) is of the most extraordinary of pleasant stories and the

most startling [for that which it compriseth] of tribulations and disasters. Then said he,.? ? ? ? ? k. The Vizier's Son and the Bathkeeper's Wife

dlxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? Camphor itself to me doth testify And in my presence owns me white as snow..165. Ibrahim and Jemileh dcccciii.When the king

heard this, he was certified that the youth was his very son; so he cried out at the top of his voice and casting himself upon him, embraced him and

wept and said, "Had I put thee to death, as was my intent, I should have died of regret for thee." Then he cut his bonds and taking his crown from

his head, set it on that of his son, whereupon the people raised cries of joy, whilst the trumpets sounded and the drums beat and there befell a great

rejoicing. They decorated the city and it was a glorious day; the very birds stayed their flight in the air, for the greatness of the clamour and the

noise of the crying. The army and the folk carried the prince [to the palace] in magnificent procession, and the news came to his mother Behrjaur,

who came forth and threw herself upon him. Moreover, the king bade open the prison and bring forth all who were therein, and they held high

festival seven days and seven nights and rejoiced with a mighty rejoicing; whilst terror and silence and confusion and affright fell upon the viziers

and they gave themselves up for lost..? ? ? ? ? I'll lay Upon their threshold's dust my cheeks and to my soul,.When the day departed and the evening
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came, the king sat in his privy chamber and summoned the vizier, who presented himself to him and he questioned him of the story. So the vizier

said, "Know, O august king, that.Khalif, El Mamoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant of Cairo and the Favourite of the, iii. 171..? ? ? ? ? How

many a king for my sweet sake with other kings hath vied, Still craving union with me and suing for my sight!.Viziers, The Ten, i. 61..So the friend

turned to the sharper and said to him, 'O my lord, O such an one, thou goest under a delusion. The purse is with me, for it was with me that thou

depositedst it, and this elder is innocent of it.' But the sharper answered him with impatience and impetuosity, saying, 'Extolled be the perfection of

God! As for the purse that is with thee, O noble and trusty man, I know that it is in the warrant of God and my heart is at ease concerning it, for that

it is with thee as it were with me; but I began by demanding that which I deposited with this man, of my knowledge that he coveteth the folk's

good.' At this the friend was confounded and put to silence and returned not an answer; [and the] only [result of his interference was that] each of

them (52) paid a thousand dinars..When she came to Alaeddin's shop, she sat down thereat and said to him, "May the day be blessed to thee, O my

lord Alaeddin! God prosper thee and be good to thee and accomplish thy gladness and make it a wedding of weal and content!" He knitted his

brows and frowned in answer to her; then said he to her, "Tell me, how have I failed of thy due, or what have I done to injure thee, that thou

shouldst play me this trick?" Quoth she, "Thou hast no wise offended against me; but this inscription that is written on the door of thy shop irketh

me and vexeth my heart. If thou wilt change it and write up the contrary thereof, I will deliver thee from thy predicament." And he answered, "This

that thou seekest is easy. On my head and eyes be it." So saying, he brought out a ducat (264) and calling one of his mamelukes, said to him, "Get

thee to such an one the scribe and bid him write us an inscription, adorned with gold and ultramarine, in these words, to wit, 'THERE IS NO

CRAFT BUT WOMEN'S CRAFT, FOR THAT INDEED THEIR CRAFT IS A MIGHTY CRAFT AND OVERCOMETH AND HUMBLETH

THE FABLES (265) OF MEN.'" And she said to the servant, "Go forthright.".134. The Malice of Women dlxxviii.? ? ? ? ? The Lord's alternatives

are these, wherewith He's wont The needy wretch to ply and those in sore duresse..? ? ? ? ? i The Ninth Officer's Story dccccxxxviii.Therewith the

king was filled with wrath and said, "Bring him forthright," So they brought the youth before him, shackled, and the king said to him, "Out on thee!

Thou hast sinned a great sin and the time of thy life hath been long; (112) but needs must we put thee to death, for that there is for us no ease in thy

life after this," "O king," answered he, "know that I, by Allah, am guiltless, and by reason of this I hope for life, for that he who is guiltless of

offence goeth not in fear of punishment neither maketh great his mourning and his concern; but whoso hath sinned, needs must his sin be expiated

upon him, though his life be prolonged, and it shall overtake him, even as it overtook Dadbin the king and his vizier." "How was that?" asked

Azadbekht, and the youth said,.Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The Seventh, iii. 224..Now he had a nurse, a foster-mother, on whose knees he had

been reared, and she was a woman of understanding and misdoubted of him, but dared not accost him [with questions]. So she went in to Shah

Khatoun and finding her in yet sorrier plight than he, asked her what was to do; but she refused to answer. However, the nurse gave not over

coaxing and questioning her, till she exacted of her an oath of secrecy. So the old woman swore to her that she would keep secret all that she should

say to her, whereupon the queen related to her her history from first to last and told her that the youth was her son. With this the old woman

prostrated herself before her and said to her, 'This is an easy matter.' But the queen answered, saying, 'By Allah, O my mother, I choose my

destruction and that of my son rather than defend myself by avouching a thing whereof they will not credit me; for they will say, "She avoucheth

this, but that she may fend off reproach from herself" And nought will avail me but patience.' The old woman was moved by her speech and her

intelligence and said to her, 'Indeed, O my daughter, it is as thou sayst, and I hope in God that He will show forth the truth. Have patience and I will

presently go in to the king and hear what he saith and contrive somewhat in this matter, if it be the will of God the Most High.'.? ? ? ? ? m. The

Dethroned King whose Kingdom and Good were Restored to Him dcccci.When Er Reshid heard this, he waxed exceeding wroth and said, "May

God not reunite you twain in gladness!" Then he summoned the headsman, and when he presented himself, he said to him, "Strike off the head of

this accursed slave-girl." So Mesrour took her by the hand and [led her away; but], when she came to the door, she turned and said to the Khalif, "O

Commander of the Faithful, I conjure thee, by thy fathers and forefathers, give ear unto that I shall say!" Then she improvised and recited the

following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Lo, since the day I left you, O my masters, Life is not sweet, no aye my heart is light..Barmecides, Er Reshid and the, i.

189..Quoth the king, "Belike, if I hear this story, I shall gain wisdom from it; so I will not hasten in the slaying of this vizier, nor will I put him to

death before the thirty days have expired." Then he gave him leave to withdraw, and he went away to his own house..? ? ? ? ? In every

halting-place like Joseph (17) she appears And he in every stead with Jacob's grief (18) is pined..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? eb. Story of the Barber's Second

Brother cliv.7. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar clxix.Then he looked at her and seeing her eyes fixed on the young Damascene, for that in very

deed he had ravished her with his beauty and grace, went up to the latter and said to him, "O my lord, art thou a looker-on or a buyer? Tell me."

Quoth Noureddin, "I am both looker-on and buyer. Wilt thou sell me yonder slave-girl for sixteen hundred dinars?" And he pulled out the purse of

gold. So the dealer returned, dancing and clapping his hands and saying, "So be it, so be it, or not [at all]!" Then he came to the damsel and said to

her, "O Sitt el Milah, shall I sell thee to yonder young Damascene for sixteen hundred dinars?" But she answered, "No," of shamefastness before

her master and the bystanders; whereupon the people of the bazaar and the slave-merchant departed, and Abou Nuwas and Ali Noureddin arose and

went each his own way, whilst the damsel returned to her master's house, full of love for the young Damascene..? ? ? ? ? By Allah, but that I trusted

that I should meet you again, Your camel-leader to parting had summoned you in vain!.When El Aziz had sat awhile, he summoned the mamelukes

of his son El Abbas, and they were five-and-twenty in number, besides half a score slave-girls, as they were moons, five of whom the king had
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brought with him and other five he had left with the prince's mother. When the mamelukes came before him, he cast over each of them a mantle of

green brocade and bade them mount like horses of one and the same fashion and enter Baghdad and enquire concerning their lord El Abbas. So

they entered the city and passed through the [streets and] markets, and there abode in Baghdad nor old man nor boy but came forth to gaze on them

and divert himself with the sight of their beauty and grace and the goodliness of their aspect and of their clothes and horses, for that they were even

as moons. They gave not over going till they came to the royal palace, where they halted, and the king looked at them and seeing their beauty and

the goodliness of their apparel and the brightness of their faces, said, "Would I knew of which of the tribes these are!" And he bade the eunuch

bring him news of them..Meinsoun drank off his cup and said to her, 'Well done, O perfect of attributes!' Then he signed to her and was absent

awhile, after which he returned and with him a tray of jewels worth an hundred thousand dinars, [which he gave to Tuhfeh]. So Kemeriyeh arose

and bade her slave-girl open the closet behind her, wherein she laid all that wealth. Then she delivered the key to Tuhfeh, saying, 'All that cometh

to thee of riches, lay thou in this closet that is by thy side, and after the festival, it shall be carried to thy palace on the heads of the Jinn.' Tuhfeh

kissed her hand, and another king, by name Munir, took the cup and filling it, said to her, 'O fair one, sing to me over my cup upon the jasmine.'

'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and improvised the following verses:.Presently, the king [of the city] was minded to go forth to his

garden, (206) a-pleasuring, and bade the cook forego him thither and appoint in his stead one who should dress meat for the king, so that, when he

returned, he might find it ready. So the cook fell a-considering of whom he should appoint and was bewildered concerning his affair. As he was on

this wise, the old man came to him and seeing him perplexed how he should do, said to him, 'Tell me what is in thy mind; belike, I may avail to

relieve thee.' So he acquainted him with the king's wishes and he said, 'Have no care for this, but leave me one of the serving-men and go thou in

peace and surety, for I will suffice thee of this.' So the cook departed with the king, after he had brought the old man what he needed and left him a

man of the guards..?OF THE ADVANTAGES OF PATIENCE..When Merjaneh had made an end of her song, the prince said to her, "Well done, O

damsel! Indeed, thou sayest a thing that had occurred to my mind and my tongue was like to speak it." Then he signed to the fourth damsel, who

was a Cairene, by name Sitt el Husn, and bade her tune her lute and sing to him upon the [same] subject. So she tuned her lute and sang the

following verses:.When he felt the water, he struck out, and gave not over swimming till he landed upon an island, where he abode five days,

finding nothing which he might eat or drink; but, on the sixth day, when he despaired of himself, he caught sight of a passing ship; so he made

signals to the crew and they came and took him up and fared on with him to an inhabited country, where they set him ashore, naked as he was.

There he saw a man tilling; so he sought guidance of him and the husbandman said, 'Art thou a stranger?' 'Yes,' answered the king and sat with him

and they talked. The husbandman found him quickwitted and intelligent and said to him, 'If thou sawest a comrade of mine, thou wouldst see him

the like of what I see thee, for his case is even as thy case, and he is presently my friend.'.? ? ? ? ? The flames of long desire wax on me day by day

And far away are pitched the tent-poles of my fair..? ? ? ? ? b. The Controller's Story cxix.When the company heard the seventh officer's story, they

were moved to exceeding mirth, and El Melik ez Zahir Bibers rejoiced in that which he heard and said, 'By Allah, there betide things in this world,

from which kings are shut out, by reason of their exalted station!" Then came forward another man from amongst the company and said, 'There

hath reached me from one of my friends another story bearing on the malice of women and their craft, and it is rarer and more extraordinary and

more diverting than all that hath been told to you.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ha. The Thief's Story dccccxxxviii.Thus," continued Shehrzad, "none is safe

from the calamities of fortune and the vicissitudes of time, and [in proof of this], I will relate unto thee yet another story still rarer and more

extraordinary than this. Know, O King, that one said to me, 'A friend of mine, a merchant, told me the following story. Quoth he,.? ? ? ? ? They left

me and content forthright forsook my heart,.? ? ? ? ? Ramazan in my life ne'er I fasted, nor e'er Have I eaten of flesh, save in public (57) it were..As

for the king, he arose in haste and disguising himself, repaired to the house of Firouz and knocked at the door. Quoth Firouz's wife, "Who is at the

door?" And he answered, saying, "I am the king, thy husband's master." So she opened the door and he entered and sat down, saying, "We are come

to visit thee." Quoth she, "I seek refuge [with God] from this visitation, for indeed I deem not well thereof." And the king said, "O desire of hearts,

I am thy husband's master and methinks thou knowest me not." "Nay," answered she, "I know thee, O my lord and master, and I know thy purpose

and that which thou seekest and that thou art my husband's lord. I understand what thou wishest, and indeed the poet hath forestalled thee in his

saying of the following verses, in reference to thy case:.? ? ? ? ? Be patient under its calamities, For all things have an issue soon or late..? ? ? ? ?

Ye sleep; by Allah, sleep comes not to ease my weary lids; But from mine eyes, since ye have passed away, the blood doth rain..So the young man

went to his lodging and fetching a purse, returned to the girl's owner and counted out to him the price aforesaid, whilst the draper was between

them. Then said he, "Bring her forth;" but the other answered, "She cannot come forth at this present; but be thou my guest the rest of this day and

night, and on the morrow thou shall take thy slave-girl and go in the protection of God." The youth fell in with him of this and he carried him to his

house, where, after a little, he let bring meat and wine, and they [ate and] drank. Then said Noureddin to the girl's owner, "I beseech thee bring me

the damsel, for that I bought her not but for the like of this time." So he arose and [going in to the girl], said to her, "O Sitt el Milan, the young man

hath paid down thy price and we have bidden him hither; so he hath come to our dwelling and we have entertained him, and he would fain have

thee be present with him.".?STORY OF THE SHARPERS WITH THE MONEY-CHANGER AND THE ASS..? ? ? ? ? Nor troops have I nor

henchmen nor one to lend me aid Save God, to whom, my Maker, my voice in praise I rear..When the king had departed on his journey, the vizier

said in himself, 'Needs must I look upon this damsel whom the king loveth with all this love.' So he hid himself in a place, that he might look upon
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her, and saw her overpassing description; wherefore he was confounded at her and his wit was dazed and love got the mastery of him, so that he

said to her, saying, 'Have pity on me, for indeed I perish for the love of thee.' She sent back to him, saying, 'O vizier, thou art in the place of trust

and confidence, so do not thou betray thy trust, but make thine inward like unto thine outward (113) and occupy thyself with thy wife and that

which is lawful to thee. As for this, it is lust and [women are all of] one taste. (114) And if thou wilt not be forbidden from this talk, I will make

thee a byword and a reproach among the folk.' When the vizier heard her answer, he knew that she was chaste of soul and body; wherefore he

repented with the utmost of repentance and feared for himself from the king and said, 'Needs must I contrive a device wherewithal I may destroy

her; else shall I be disgraced with the king.'.? ? ? ? ? The herald of good news my hearing shall delight,.49. The Chief of the Cous Police and the

Sharper cccxlv.Accordingly, the trooper bought him a house near at hand and made therein an underground passage communicating with his

mistress's house. When he had accomplished his affair, the wife bespoke her husband as her lover had lessoned her and he went out to go to the

trooper's house, but turned back by the way, whereupon quoth she to him, 'By Allah, go forthright, for that my sister asketh of thee.' So the dolt of a

fuller went out and made for the trooper's house, whilst his wife forewent him thither by the secret passage, and going up, sat down beside her

lover. Presently, the fuller entered and saluted the trooper and his [supposed] wife and was confounded at the coincidence of the case. (230) Then

doubt betided him and he returned in haste to his dwelling; but she forewent him by the underground passage to her chamber and donning her

wonted clothes, sat [waiting] for him and said to him, 'Did I not bid thee go to my sister and salute her husband and make friends with them?'

Quoth he, 'I did this, but I misdoubted of my affair, when I saw his wife.' And she said, 'Did I not tell thee that she resembleth me and I her, and

there is nought to distinguish between us but our clothes? Go back to her.'.Then said the prince to him, 'Make ready to go with me to my country.'

So he made ready and went with the prince till he drew near the frontiers of his father's kingdom, where the people received him with the utmost

honour and sent to acquaint his father with his son's coming. The king came out to meet him and they entreated the goldsmith with honour. The

prince abode awhile with his father, then set out, [he and the goldsmith] to return to the country of the fair one, the daughter of the King of Hind;

but there met him robbers by the way and he fought the sorest of battles and was slain. The goldsmith buried him and marked his grave (229) and

returned, sorrowing and distraught to his own country, without telling any of the prince's death..'There was once, of old time, a hawk who made

himself a nest hard by that of a locust, and the latter gloried in his neighbourhood and betaking herself to him, saluted him and said, "O my lord and

chief of the birds, indeed the nearness unto thee delighteth me and thou honourest me with thy neighbourhood and my soul is fortified with thee."

The hawk thanked her for this and there ensued friendship between them. One day, the locust said to the hawk, "O chief of the birds, how cometh it

that I see thee alone, solitary, having with thee no friend of thy kind of the birds, to whom thou mayst incline in time of easance and of whom thou

mayst seek succour in time of stress? Indeed, it is said, 'Man goeth about seeking the ease of his body and the preservation of his strength, and in

this there is nought more necessary to him than a friend who shall be the completion of his gladness and the mainstay of his life and on whom shall

be his dependence in his stress and in his ease.' Now I, albeit I ardently desire thy weal in that which beseemeth thy condition, yet am I weak [and

unable] unto that which the soul craveth; but, if thou wilt give me leave, I will seek out for thee one of the birds who shall be conformable unto thee

in thy body and thy strength." And the hawk said, "I commit this to thee and rely upon thee therein.".?THE TENTH OFFICER'S

STORY..Damascus (Noureddin Ali of) and Sitt el Milah, iii. 3..? ? ? ? ? t. The two Pigeons dxcvii.? ? ? ? ? O breeze of heaven, from me a charge I

prithee take And do not thou betray the troth of my despair;.Merchant and the King, The Old Woman, the, i. 265..Thirteenth Officer's Story, The,

ii. 181..? ? ? ? ? The intercessor who to thee herself presenteth veiled Is not her like who naked comes with thee to intercede.'.? ? ? ? ? r. The Pious

Woman accused of Lewdness dccccvii.? ? ? ? ? j. The Two Kings dccccix.Tuhfeh arose and kissed the earth and the queen thanked her for this and

bade her sit. So she sat down and the queen called for food; whereupon they brought a table of gold, inlaid with pearls and jacinths and jewels and

spread with various kinds of birds and meats of divers hues, and the queen said, 'O Tuhfeh, in the name of God, let us eat bread and salt together,

thou and I.' So Tuhfeh came forward and ate of those meats and tasted somewhat the like whereof she had never eaten, no, nor aught more

delicious than it, what while the slave-girls stood compassing about the table and she sat conversing and laughing with the queen. Then said the

latter, 'O my sister, a slave-girl told me of thee that thou saidst, "How loathly is yonder genie Meimoun! There is no eating [in his presence]."' (227)

'By Allah, O my lady,' answered Tuhfeh, 'I cannot brook the sight of him, (228) and indeed I am fearful of him.' When the queen heard this, she

laughed, till she fell backward, and said, 'O my sister, by the virtue of the inscription upon the seal-ring of Solomon, prophet of God, I am queen

over all the Jinn, and none dare so much as look on thee a glance of the eye.' And Tuhfeh kissed her hand. Then the tables were removed and they

sat talking..When King Shah Bekht heard his vizier's story, he gave him leave to withdraw to his own house and he abode there the rest of the night

and the next day till the evening..? ? ? ? ? r. Prince Behram of Persia and the Princess Ed Detma dccccxciv.?STORY OF THE UNJUST KING

AND THE TITHER..? ? ? ? ? a. The Ox and the Ass.? ? ? ? ? Yet shall thou suffer that which I from thee have borne And with love's woes thy

heart shall yet be mortified..Then they spread him a prayer-carpet and he prayed. Now he knew not how to pray and gave not over bowing and

prostrating himself, [till he had prayed the prayers] of twenty inclinations, (21) pondering in himself the while and saying, "By Allah, I am none

other than the Commander of the Faithful in very sooth! This is assuredly no dream, for all these things happen not in a dream." And he was

convinced and determined in himself that he was Commander of the Faithful; so he pronounced the Salutation (22) and made an end (23) of his

prayers; whereupon the slaves and slave-girls came round about him with parcels of silk and stuffs (24) and clad him in the habit of the Khalifate
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and gave him the royal dagger in his hand. Then the chief eunuch went out before him and the little white slaves behind him, and they ceased not

[going] till they raised the curtain and brought him into the hall of judgment and the throne-room of the Khalifate. There he saw the curtains and

the forty doors and El Ijli and Er Recashi (25) and Ibdan and Jedim and Abou Ishac (26) the boon-companions and beheld swords drawn and lions

(27) encompassing [the throne] and gilded glaives and death-dealing bows and Persians and Arabs and Turks and Medes and folk and peoples and

Amirs and viziers and captains and grandees and officers of state and men of war, and indeed there appeared the puissance of the house of Abbas

(28) and the majesty of the family of the Prophet..So the vizier went in to his daughter and said to her, 'O my daughter, the king seeketh thee of me

and desireth to marry thee.' 'O my father,' answered she 'I desire not a husband and if thou wilt marry me, marry me not but with one who shall be

below me in rank and I nobler than he, so he may not turn to other than myself nor lift his eyes upon me, and marry me not to one who is nobler

than I, lest I be with him as a slave-girl and a serving-woman.' So the vizier returned to the king and acquainted him with that which his daughter

had said, whereat he redoubled in desire and love-liking for her and said to her father, 'An thou marry me not to her of good grace, I will take her

by force in thy despite.' The vizier again betook himself to his daughter and repeated to her the king's words, but she replied, 'I desire not a

husband.' So he returned to the king and told him what she said, and he was wroth and threatened the vizier, whereupon the latter took his daughter

and fled with her..? ? ? ? ? e. The Barber's Story cxlix.When the prince came before him, he sought of him his daughter in marriage, and the king

said, 'Indeed, thou art her equal, but none dare name a man to her, because of her aversion to men.' So the prince pitched his tents under the

windows of the princess's palace, till one day he got hold of one of her favourite slave-girls and gave her wealth galore. Quoth she to him, 'Hast

thou a wish?' 'Yes,' answered he and acquainted her with his case; and she said, 'Indeed thou puttest thyself in peril.' Then he abode, flattering

himself with false hopes, till all that he had with him was gone and the servants fled from him; whereupon quoth he to one in whom he trusted, 'I

am minded to go to my country and fetch what may suffice me and return hither.' And the other answered, 'It is for thee to decide.' So they set out

to return, but the way was long to them and all that the prince had with him was spent and his company died and there abode but one with him, on

whom he loaded what remained of the victual and they left the rest and fared on. Then there came out a lion and ate the servant, and the prince

abode alone. He went on, till his beast stood still, whereupon he left her and fared on afoot till his feet swelled..Then he wept again and El Abbas

said to him, "Fear not for me, for thou knowest my prowess and my puissance in returning answers in the assemblies of the land and my good

breeding (63) and skill in rhetoric; and indeed he whose father thou art and whom thou hast reared and bred and in whom thou hast united

praiseworthy qualities, the repute whereof hath traversed the East and the West, thou needest not fear for him, more by token that I purpose but to

seek diversion (64) and return to thee, if it be the will of God the Most High." Quoth the king, "Whom wilt thou take with thee of attendants and

[what] of good?" "O father mine," replied El Abbas, "I have no need of horses or camels or arms, for I purpose not battle, and I will have none go

forth with me save my servant Aamir and no more.".? ? ? ? ? Sore, sore doth rigour me beset, its onslaughts bring me near Unto the straitness of the

grave, ere in the shroud I'm dight.
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