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118. The Merchant of Cairo and the Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun El Hikim bi Amrillak M.? ? ? ? ? My place is the place of the fillet and

pearls And the fair are most featly with jasmine bedight,.A certain thief was a [cunning] workman and used not to steal aught, till he had spent all

that was with him; moreover, he stole not from his neighbours, neither companied with any of the thieves, lest some one should come to know him

and his case get wind. On this wise he abode a great while, in flourishing case, and his secret was concealed, till God the Most High decreed that he

broke in upon a poor man, deeming that he was rich. When he entered the house, he found nought, whereat he was wroth, and necessity prompted

him to wake the man, who was asleep with his wife. So he aroused him and said to him, 'Show me thy treasure.'.This story pleased King Shah

Bekht and he marvelled thereat; but the vizier said to him, "This story is not more extraordinary than that of the rich man who married his fair

daughter to the poor old man." The king's mind was occupied with the [promised] story and he bade the vizier withdraw to his lodging. So he

[returned to his house and] abode there the rest of the night and the whole of the following day..My secret is disclosed, the which I strove to hide,

iii. 89..?STORY OF THE LACKPENNY AND THE COOK..? ? ? ? ? Thou that the dupe of yearning art, how many a melting wight In waiting for

the unkept tryst doth watch the weary night!.? ? ? ? ? f. The Unjust King and the Pilgrim Prince dcxii.Reshid (Er) and the Barmecides, i. 189..79.

The Devout Prince dclxiv.Calcutta (1814-18) Text. 183.? ? ? ? ? The best of all religions your love is, for in you Are love and life made easeful,

untroubled and sincere..? ? ? ? ? The nobles' hands, for that my place I must forsake, Do solace me with beds, whereon at ease I lie..? ? ? ? ? All for

a wild deer's love, whose looks have snared me And on whose brows the morning glitters bright.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Eunuch Kafour

xxxix.'Twere fitter and better my loves that I leave, i. 26..Accordingly, the hangman took him and bringing out the knife, offered to cut off his

hand, what while El Muradi said to him, "Cut and sever the bone and sear (24) it not for him, so he may lose his blood and we be rid of him." But

Ahmed, he who had aforetime been the means of his deliverance, sprang up to him and said, "O folk, fear God in [your dealings with] this youth,

for that I know his affair from first to last and he is void of offence and guiltless. Moreover, he is of the folk of condition, (25) and except ye desist

from him, I will go up to the Commander of the Faithful and acquaint him with the case from first to last and that the youth is guiltless of crime or

offence." Quoth El Muradi, "Indeed, we are not assured from his mischief." And Ahmed answered, "Release him and commit him to me and I will

warrant you against his affair, for ye shall never see him again after this." So they delivered Noureddin to him and he took him from their hands

and said to him, "O youth, have compassion on thyself, for indeed thou hast fallen into the hands of these folk twice and if they lay hold of thee a

third time, they will make an end of thee; and [in dealing thus with thee], I aim at reward and recompense for thee (26) and answered prayer."

(27).A certain wealthy merchant had a fair daughter, who was as the full moon, and when she attained the age of fifteen, her father betook himself

to an old man and spreading him a carpet in his sitting-chamber, gave him to eat and caroused with him. Then said he to him, 'I desire to marry thee

to my daughter.' The other excused himself, because of his poverty, and said to him, 'I am not worthy of her nor am I a match for thee.' The

merchant was instant with him, but he repeated his answer to him, saying, 'I will not consent to this till thou acquaint me with the reason of thy

desire for me. If I find it reasonable, I will fall in with thy wish; and if not, I will not do this ever.'.113. The Angel of Death with the Proud King

and the Devout Man cccclxii.? ? ? ? ? My secret is disclosed, the which I strove to hide; Of thee and of thy love enough have I abyed..The old

woman returned to the man and told him what the damsel said; and he lusted after her, by reason of her beauty and her repentance; so he took her to

wife, and when he went in to her, he loved her and she also loved him. On this wise they abode a great while, till one day he questioned her of the

cause of a mark (13) he espied on her body, and she said, 'I know nought thereof save that my mother told me a marvellous thing concerning it.'

'What was that?' asked he, and she answered, 'She avouched that she gave birth to me one night of the nights of the winter and despatched a hired

man, who was with us, in quest of fire for her. He was absent a little while and presently returning, took me and slit my belly and fled. When my

mother saw this, affliction overcame her and compassion possessed her; so she sewed up my belly and tended me till, by the ordinance of God (to

whom belong might and majesty), the wound healed up.".? ? ? ? ? How many, in Yemameh, (64) dishevelled widows plain! How many a weakling

orphan unsuccoured doth remain,.? ? ? ? ? q. The Shepherd and the Thief dcxxxii.When the king had read this letter, he rejoiced with an exceeding

joy and bestowed on me great store of presents and entreated me with the utmost honour. Some days after this, I sought of him leave to depart, but

he granted it not to me save after much pressing. So I took leave of him and shipped with divers merchants and others, intending for my own

country and having no desire for travel or traffic. We sailed on, without ceasing, till we had passed many islands; but, one day, as we fared on over

a certain tract of the sea, there came forth upon us a multitude of boats full of men like devils, clad in chain-mail and armed with swords and

daggers and bows and arrows, and surrounded us on every side. They entreated us after the cruellest fashion, smiting and wounding and slaying

those who made head against them, and taking the ship, with the crew and all that were therein, carried us to an island, where they sold us all for a

low price. A rich man bought me and taking me into his house, gave me to eat and drink and clothed me and entreated me kindly, till my heart was

comforted and I was somewhat restored..Tai, En Numan and the Arab of the Benou. i. 203..When the evening evened, the king sat in his privy

chamber and bade fetch the vizier, who presented himself before him, and the king required of him the promised story. So the vizier answered,

"With all my heart. Know, O king, that.Presently, the old woman came in to her and saw her sitting at Aboulhusn's head, weeping and lamenting;

and when she saw the old woman, she cried out and said to her, "See what hath betided me! Indeed, Aboulhusn is dead and hath left me alone and
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forlorn!" Then she cried out and tore her clothes and said to the old woman, "O my mother, how good he was!" Quoth the other, "Indeed thou art

excused, for thou wast used to him and he to thee." Then she considered what Mesrour had reported to the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and said

to her, "Indeed, Mesrour goeth about to sow discord between the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh." "And what is the [cause of] discord, O my

mother?" asked Nuzhet el Fuad. "O my daughter," answered the old woman, "Mesrour came to the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and gave them

news of thee that thou wast dead and that Aboulhusn was well. "And Nuzhet el Fuad said to her, "O my aunt, I was with my lady but now and she

gave me a hundred dinars and a piece of silk; and now see my condition and that which hath befallen me! Indeed, I am bewildered, and how shall I

do, and I alone, forlorn? Would God I had died and he had lived!".? ? ? ? ? Thus unto thee have I set forth my case; consider well My words, so

thou mayst guided be aright by their intent..So he repaired to the vizier and repeated to him the answer; and he marvelled at its justness and said to

him, 'Go; by Allah, I will ask thee no more questions, for thou with thy skill marrest my foundation.' (233) Then he entreated him friendly and the

merchant acquainted him with the affair of the old woman; whereupon quoth the vizier, 'Needs must the man of understanding company with those

of understanding.' Thus did this weak woman restore to that man his life and good on the easiest wise. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more

extraordinary than the story of the credulous husband.".?STORY OF THE OLD WOMAN AND THE DRAPER'S WIFE..?OF THE APPOINTED

TERM, (128) WHICH, IF IT BE ADVANCED, MAY NOT BE DEFERRED AND IF IT BE DEFERRED, MAY NOT BE ADVANCED..? ? ? ? ?

An if my substance fail, no one there is will succour me,.Now Ilan Shah had three viziers, in whose hands the affairs [of the kingdom] were

[aforetime] and they had been used to leave not the king night nor day; but they became shut out from him by reason of Abou Temam and the king

was occupied with him to their exclusion. So they took counsel together upon the matter and said, 'What counsel ye we should do, seeing that the

king is occupied from us with yonder man, and indeed he honoureth him more than us? But now come, let us cast about for a device, whereby we

may remove him from the king.' So each of them spoke forth that which was in his mind, and one of them said, 'The king of the Turks hath a

daughter, whose like there is not in the world, and whatsoever messenger goeth to demand her in marriage, her father slayeth him. Now our king

hath no knowledge of this; so, come, let us foregather with him and bring up the talk of her. When his heart is taken with her, we will counsel him

to despatch Abou Temam to seek her hand in marriage; whereupon her father will slay him and we shall be quit of him, for we have had enough of

his affair.".121. The Devout Platter-maker and his Wife cccclxviii.86. Omar ben el Khettab and the Young Bedouin cccxcv.? ? ? ? ? Awaken, O ye

sleepers all, and profit, whilst it's here By what's vouchsafed of fortune fair and life untroubled, clear..? ? ? ? ? And who can tell if ever house shall

us together bring In union of life serene and undisturbed content?.INTRODUCTION.--Story of King Shehriyar and his Brother..When he had made

an end of his verses, he folded the letter and delivering it to the nurse, charged her keep the secret. So she took it and carrying it to Mariyeh, gave it

to her. The princess broke it open and read it and apprehended its purport. Then said she, "By Allah, O nurse, my heart is burdened with an

exceeding chagrin, never knew I a dourer, because of this correspondence and of these verses." And the muse made answer to her, saying, "O my

lady, thou art in thy dwelling and thy place and thy heart is void of care; so return him an answer and reck thou not" Accordingly, the princess

called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? My flower a marvel on your heads doth show, Yet homeless (237) am I in

your land, I trow.."There was once a man, a merchant, who was fortunate in trade, and at one time his [every] dirhem profited [him] fifty.

Presently, his luck turned against him and he knew it not; so he said in himself, 'I have wealth galore, yet do I weary myself and go round about

from country to country; I were better abide in my own country and rest myself in my house from this travail and affliction and sell and buy at

home.' Then he made two parts of his money, with one whereof he bought wheat in summer, saying, 'When the winter cometh, I will sell it at a

great profit.' But, when the winter came, wheat became at half the price for which he had bought it, whereat he was sore concerned and left it till

the next year. However, next year, the price fell yet lower and one of his friends said to him, 'Thou hast no luck in this wheat; so do thou sell it at

whatsoever price.' Quoth the merchant, 'This long while have I profited and it is allowable that I lose this time. God is all- knowing! If it abide

[with me] half a score years, I will not sell it save at a profit.'.Meanwhile, Queen Kemeriyeh and her company sailed on, without ceasing, till they

came under the palace wherein was Tuhfeh, to wit, that of Meimoun the Sworder; and by the ordinance of destiny, Tuhfeh herself was then sitting

on the belvedere of the palace, pondering the affair of Haroun er Reshid and her own and that which had befallen her and weeping for that she was

doomed to slaughter. She saw the ship and what was therein of those whom we have named, and they in mortal guise, and said, 'Alas, my sorrow

for yonder ship and the mortals that be therein!' As for Kemeriyeh and her company, when they drew near the palace, they strained their eyes and

seeing Tuhfeh sitting, said, 'Yonder sits Tuhfeh. May God not bereave [us] of her!' Then they moored their ship and making for the island, that lay

over against the palace, spread carpets and sat eating and drinking; whereupon quoth Tuhfeh, 'Welcome and fair welcome to yonder faces! These

are my kinswomen and I conjure thee by Allah, O Jemreh, that thou let me down to them, so I may sit with them awhile and make friends with

them and return.' Quoth Jemreh, 'I may on no wise do that.' And Tuhfeh wept. Then the folk brought out wine and drank, what while Kemeriyeh

took the lute and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? p. The Foxes and the Wolf dcxxx.N.B.-The Roman numerals denote the volume, the Arabic

the page.When Er Reshid heard this, he waxed exceeding wroth and said, "May God not reunite you twain in gladness!" Then he summoned the

headsman, and when he presented himself, he said to him, "Strike off the head of this accursed slave-girl." So Mesrour took her by the hand and

[led her away; but], when she came to the door, she turned and said to the Khalif, "O Commander of the Faithful, I conjure thee, by thy fathers and

forefathers, give ear unto that I shall say!" Then she improvised and recited the following verses:.87. The Lovers of the Benou Tai dclxxiii.Hardly
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was the night come, when he went in to his wife and found her lying back, [apparently] asleep; so he sat down by her side and laying the hoopoe's

heart on her breast, waited awhile, so he might be certified that she slept. Then said he to her, 'Shah Khatoun, Shah Khatoun, is this my recompense

from thee?' Quoth she, 'What offence have I committed?' And he, 'What offence can be greater than this? Thou sentest after yonder youth and

broughtest him hither, on account of the desire of thy heart, so thou mightest do with him that for which thou lustedst.' 'I know not desire,' answered

she. 'Verily, among thy servants are those who are comelier and handsomer than he; yet have I never desired one of them.' 'Why, then,' asked he,

'didst thou lay hold of him and kiss him!' And she said, 'This is my son and a piece of my heart; and of my longing and love for him, I could not

contain myself, but sprang upon him and kissed him.' When the king heard this, he was perplexed and amazed and said to her, 'Hast thou a proof

that this youth is thy son? Indeed, I have a letter from thine uncle King Suleiman Shah, [wherein he giveth me to know] that his unck Belehwan cut

his throat.' 'Yes,' answered she, 'he did indeed cut his throat, but severed not the windpipe; so my uncle sewed up the wound and reared him, [and

he lived,] for that his hour was not come.'.? ? ? ? ? Wherefore, by Him who letteth waste my frame, have ruth on me And quench my yearning and

the fires by passion in me fed..So the affair was concluded and we drew up the contract of marriage and I made the bride-feast; but on the

wedding-night I beheld a thing (214) than which never made God the Most High aught more loathly. Methought her people had contrived this by

way of sport; so I laughed and looked for my mistress, whom I had seen [at the lattice], to make her appearance; but saw her not. When the affair

was prolonged and I found none but her, I was like to go mad for vexation and fell to beseeching my Lord and humbling myself in supplication to

Him that He would deliver me from her. When I arose in the morning, there came the chamber-woman and said to me, "Hast thou occasion for the

bath?" "No," answered I; and she said, "Art thou for breakfast?" But I replied, "No;" and on this wise I abode three days, tasting neither meat nor

drink..By Him whom I worship, indeed, I swear, O thou that mine eye dost fill, ii. 213..As we stood, behold, up came the lady, and with her a

slave-girl. When she saw the young man, she said to him, "Art thou here?" And he answered, "Yes, O my lady." Quoth she, "To-day I am bidden

by this man. Wilt thou go with us?" And he replied, "Yes." Then said she, "Thou hast brought me [hither] against my will and perforce. Wilt thou

go with us in any event?" (184) "Yes, yes," answered he and we fared on, [all three,] till we came to Er Rauzeh and entered the pavilion. The lady

diverted herself awhile with viewing its ordinance and furniture, after which she put off her [walking-]clothes and sat down [with the young man]

in the goodliest and chiefest place. Then I went forth and brought them what they should eat at the first of the day; moreover, I went out also and

fetched them what they should eat at the last of the day and brought them wine and dessert and fruits and flowers. On this wise I abode in their

service, standing on my feet, and she said not unto me, "Sit," nor "Take, eat" nor "Take, drink," what while she and the young man sat toying and

laughing, and he fell to kissing her and pinching her and hopping about upon the ground and laughing..The damsel rejoiced, when the old man

returned to her with the lute, and taking it from him, tuned its strings and sang the following verses:.Meanwhile, the nurse awoke, that she might

give the child suck, and seeing the bed running with blood, cried out; whereupon the sleepers and the king awoke and making for the place, found

the child with his throat cut and the cradle running over with blood and his father slain and dead in his sleeping chamber. So they examined the

child and found life in him and his windpipe whole and sewed up the place of the wound. Then the king sought his son Belehwan, but found him

not and saw that he had fled; whereby he knew that it was he who had done this deed, and this was grievous to the king and to the people of his

realm and to the lady Shah Katoun. So the king laid out his son Melik Shah and buried him and made him a mighty funeral and they mourned

passing sore; after which he addressed himself to the rearing of the infant.So he arose and taking his weaving gear, sold it and bought with the price

drugs and simples and wrought himself a carpet, with which they set out and journeyed to a certain village, where they took up their abode. Then

the man donned a physician's habit and fell to going round about the hamlets and villages and country parts; and he began to earn his living and

make gain. Their affairs prospered and their case was bettered; wherefore they praised God for their present ease and the village became to them a

home..Things, The King who knew the Quintessence of, i. 239.92. El Amin and his Uncle Ibrahim ben el Mehdi dclxxxii.? ? ? ? ? His sides the

tamarisk's slenderness deride, so lithe they are, Whence for conceit in his own charms still drunken doth he fare..? ? ? ? ? And horses eke wouldst

have led to thee day by day And girls, high- breasted maids, and damsels black and white,.The vizier's story pleased King Shah Bekht and his heart

clave to the story of the merchant and the old woman; so he bade Er Rehwan withdraw to his lodging, and he went away to his house and abode

there the next day..120. The Pious Black Slave cccclxvii.Sixteen Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the, ii.

117..When the Khalif heard this, he laughed heartily and said, "By Allah, O my brother, thou art indeed excused in this matter, now that I know the

cause and that the cause hath a tail. Nevertheless if it please God, I will not sever myself from thee." "O my guest," replied Aboulhusn, "did I not

say to thee, 'Far be it that what is past should recur! For that I will never again foregather with any'?" Then the Khalif rose and Aboulhusn set

before him a dish of roast goose and a cake of manchet-bread and sitting down, fell to cutting off morsels and feeding the Khalif therewith. They

gave not over eating thus till they were content, when Aboulhusn brought bowl and ewer and potash (16) and they washed their hands..When the

king heard this, drowsiness overcame him and he slept and presently awaking, called for the candles. So they were lighted and he sat down on his

couch and seating Shehrzad by him, smiled in her face. She kissed the earth before him and said, "O king of the age and lord of the time and the

day, extolled be the perfection of [God] the Forgiving One, the Bountiful Giver, who hath sent me unto thee, of His favour and beneficence, so I

have informed thee with longing after Paradise; for that this which thou wast used to do was never done of any of the kings before thee. As for

women, God the Most High [in His Holy Book] maketh mention of them, [whenas He saith, 'Verily, men who submit [themselves unto God] and
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women who submit] and true-believing men and true-believing women and obedient men and obedient women and soothfast men and soothfast

women [and long-suffering men and long-suffering women and men who order themselves humbly and women who order themselves humbly and

charitable men and charitable women and men who fast and women who fast] and men who guard their privities and women who guard their

privities [and men who are constantly mindful of God and women who are constantly mindful, God hath prepared unto them forgiveness and a

mighty recompense]. (172).? ? ? ? ? h. The Drop of Honey dlxxxii.95. Abdurrehman the Moor's Story of the Roc cccciv.As soon as his

father-in-law had departed for Samarcand, King Shehriyar summoned the grandees of his realm and made them a magnificent banquet of all

manner rich meats and exquisite sweetmeats. Moreover, he bestowed on them dresses of honour and guerdoned them and divided the kingdoms

between himself and his brother in their presence, whereat the folk rejoiced. Then the two kings abode, ruling each a day in turn and they accorded

with each other, what while their wives continued in the love of God the Most High and in thanksgiving to Him; and the subjects and the provinces

were at peace and the preachers prayed for them from the pulpits, and their report was bruited abroad and the travellers bore tidings of them [to all

countries]..Quoth the king, "O Saad, fetch him to me, for indeed thou describest to me a masterful man." (76) And he answered, saying, "By Allah,

O my lord, hadst thou but seen our case with Hudheifeh, what while he challenged me to the field of war and the stead of thrusting and smiting and

I held back from doing battle with him! Then, whenas I thought to go forth to him, behold, a cavalier gave loose to his bridle-rein and called out to

me, saying, 'O Saad, wilt thou suffer me to fill thy room in waging war with him and I will ransom thee with myself?' And I said, 'By Allah, O

youth, whence cometh thou?' Quoth he, 'This is no time for thy questions.'" Then he recounted to the king all that had passed between himself and

El Abbas from first to last; whereupon quoth Ins ben Cais, "Bring him to me in haste, so we may learn his tidings and question him of his case." "It

is well," answered Saad, and going forth of the king's presence, repaired to his own house, where he put off his harness of war and took rest for

himself..24. Maan ben Zaideh and the three Girls cclxxi.? ? ? ? ? b. The Fakir and his Pot of Butter dccccii.When thou comest to the house, begin

by searching the roofs; then search the closets and cabinets; and if thou find nought, humble thyself unto the Cadi and make a show of abjection

and feign thyself defeated, and after stand at the door and look as if thou soughtest a place wherein to make water, for that there is a dark corner

there. Then come forward, with a heart stouter than granite, and lay hold upon a jar of the jars and raise it from its place. Thou wilt find under it the

skirt of a veil; bring it out publicly and call the prefect in a loud voice, before those who are present. Then open it and thou wilt find it full of blood,

exceeding of redness, (103) and in it [thou wilt find also] a woman's shoes and a pair of trousers and somewhat of linen." When I heard this from

her, I rose to go out and she said to me, "Take these hundred dinars, so they may advantage thee; and this is my guest-gift to thee." So I took them

and bidding her farewell, returned to my lodging..?THE TWELFTH OFFICER'S STORY..55. The Poor Man and his Generous Friend dcxliii.Then

they attired Dinarzad in a dress of blue brocade and she became as she were the full moon, whenas it shineth forth. So they displayed her in this, for

the first dress, before King Shahzeman, who rejoiced in her and well-nigh took leave of his wits for longing and amorous desire; yea, he was

distraught with love for her, whenas he saw her, for, indeed, she was as saith of her one of her describers in the following verses:.One day, another

of my friends came to me and said 'A neighbour of mine hath invited me to hear [music]. [And he would have me go with him;] but I said, 'I will

not foregather with any one.' However, he prevailed upon me [to accompany him]; so we repaired to the place and found there a man, who came to

meet us and said, '[Enter,] in the name of God!' Then he pulled out a key and opened the door, whereupon we entered and he locked the door after

us. Quoth I, 'We are the first of the folk; but where are their voices?' (128) '[They are] within the house,' answered he. 'This is but a privy door; so

be not amazed at the absence of the folk.' And my friend said to me, 'Behold, we are two, and what can they avail to do with us?' [Then he brought

us into the house,] and when we entered the saloon, we found it exceeding desolate and repulsive of aspect Quoth my friend, 'We are fallen [into a

trap]; but there is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Supreme!' And I said, 'May God not requite thee for me with good!'.The

old man took the casting-bottle from the Jew and going up to Noureddin and the damsel, sprinkled their faces, whereupon they came to themselves

and fell to relating to each other that which they had suffered, since their separation, for the anguish of severance. Moreover, Noureddin acquainted

Sitt el Milah with that which he had endured from the folk who would have slain him and made away with him; and she said to him, "O my lord,

let us presently give over this talk and praise God for reunion of loves, and all this shall cease from us." Then she gave him the cup and he said,

"By Allah, I will nowise drink it, whilst I am in this plight!" So she drank it off before him and taking the lute, swept the strings and sang the

following verses:.64. Haroun er Reshid and the Three Girls dcli.So he repaired to the draper and buying of him a turban-cloth of lawn, returned

with it to the old woman, who took it and burned it in two places. Then she donned devotees' apparel and taking the turban-cloth with her, went to

the draper's house and knocked at the door. When the draper's wife saw her, she opened to her and received her kindly and made much of her and

welcomed her. So the old woman went in to her and conversed with her awhile. Then said she to her, "[I desire to make] the ablution [preparatory]

to prayer." So the wife brought her water and she made the ablution and standing up to pray, prayed and did her occasion. When she had made an

end of her prayers, she left the turban-cloth in the place of prayer and went away..Oft as my yearning waxeth, my heart consoleth me, ii. 228..When

the king heard this, wonderment gat hold of him and his admiration for the vizier redoubled; so he bade him go to his house and return to him [on

the morrow], according to his wont. Accordingly, the vizier withdrew to his lodging, where he passed the night and the ensuing day..?STORY OF

THE UNJUST KING AND THE TITHER..Meanwhile, the wind carried the two children [out to sea and thence driving them] towards the land,

cast them up on the sea-shore. As for one of them, a company of the guards of the king of those parts found him and carried him to their master,
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who marvelled at him with an exceeding wonderment and adopted him to his son, giving out to the folk that he was his [very] son, whom he had

hidden, (106) of his love for him. So the folk rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy, for the king's sake, and the latter appointed him his

heir-apparent and the inheritor of his kingdom. On this wise, a number of years passed, till the king died and they crowned the youth king in his

room. So he sat down on the throne of his kingship and his estate flourished and his affairs prospered..So saying, he put his hand to his poke and

bringing out therefrom three hundred dinars, gave them to the merchant, who said in himself, "Except I take the money, he will not abide in the

house." So he pouched the money and sold him the house, taking the folk to witness against himself of the sale. Then he arose and set food before

El Abbas and they ate of the good things which he had provided; after which he brought him dessert and sweetmeats. They ate thereof till they had

enough, when the tables were removed and they washed their hands with rose-water and willow-flower-water. Then the merchant brought El Abbas

a napkin perfumed with the fragrant smoke of aloes-wood, on which he wiped his hand, (80) and said to him, "O my lord, the house is become thy

house; so bid thy servant transport thither the horses and arms and stuffs." El Abbas did this and the merchant rejoiced in his neighbourhood and

left him not night nor day, so that the prince said to him, "By Allah, I distract thee from thy livelihood." "God on thee, O my lord," replied the

merchant, "name not to me aught of this, or thou wilt break my heart, for the best of traffic is thy company and thou art the best of livelihood." So

there befell strait friendship between them and ceremony was laid aside from between them..Then they ate and the tables were removed and they

washed their hands; after which Iblis the Accursed came up to Tuhfeh and said to her, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, thou gladdenest the place and with thy

presence enlightenest and embellishest it; but now fain would these kings hear somewhat of thy singing, for the night hath spread its wings for

departure and there abideth thereof but a little.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and touching its strings on rare wise,

played thereon after a wondrous fashion, so that it seemed to those who were present as if the palace stirred with them for the music. Then she fell

a-singing and chanted the following verses:.Two months after this occurrence, there came to me one of the Cadi's officers, with a scroll, wherein

was the magistrate's writ, summoning me to him. So I accompanied the officer and went in to the Cadi, whereupon the plaintiff, to wit, he who had

taken out the summons, sued me for two thousand dirhems, avouching that I had borrowed them of him as the woman's agent. (117) I denied the

debt, but he produced against me a bond for the amount, attested by four of those who were in company [on the occasion]; and they were present

and bore witness to the loan. So I reminded them of my kindness and paid the amount, swearing that I would never again follow a woman's

counsel. Is not this marvellous?'.When King El Aziz heard the damsel's song, her speech and her verses pleased him and he said to El Abbas, "O

my son, verily, these damsels are weary with long versifying, and indeed they make us yearn after the dwellings and the homesteads with the

goodliness of their songs. Indeed, these five have adorned our assembly with the excellence of their melodies and have done well in that which they

have said before those who are present; wherefore we counsel thee to enfranchise them for the love of God the Most High." Quoth El Abbas,

"There is no commandment but thy commandment;" and he enfranchised the ten damsels in the assembly; whereupon they kissed the hands of the

king and his son and prostrated themselves in thanksgiving to God the Most High. Then they put off that which was upon them of ornaments and

laying aside the lutes [and other] instruments of music, clave to their houses, veiled, and went not forth. (144).Then she took leave of me and I of

her, after I had strained her to my bosom and embraced her and we had kissed awhile. So she went away and I abode expecting the appointed day,

till it came, when I arose and went forth, intending for the trysting-place; but a friend of mine met me by the way [and would have me go home

with him. So I accompanied him to his house] and when I came up [into his sitting-chamber] he locked the door on me and went forth to fetch what

we might eat and drink. He was absent till mid-day, then till the hour of afternoon-prayer, whereat I was sore disquieted. Then he was absent till

sundown, and I was like to die of chagrin and impatience; [and indeed he returned not] and I passed my night on wake, nigh upon death, for that the

door was locked on me, and my soul was like to depart my body on account of the tryst..They have shut out thy person from my sight, iii. 43..God

judge betwixt me and her lord! Away, i. 48..? ? ? ? ? o. The King's Son and the Merchant's Wife dxci.The Merciful dyed me with that which I wear,

ii. 245..14. Khelif the Fisherman (227) cccxxi.Now, as destiny would have it, a certain jeweller of the town had been robbed of ten pearls, like unto

those which were with the merchant; so, when he saw the two pearls in the broker's hand, he said to him, 'To whom do these pearls belong?' and the

broker answered, 'To yonder man.' [The jeweller looked at the merchant and] seeing him in sorry case and clad in tattered clothes, misdoubted of

him and said to him (purposing to surprise him into confession), 'Where are the other eight pearls?' The merchant thought he asked him of those

which were in the gown and answered, 'The thieves stole them from me.' When the jeweller heard his reply, he doubted not but that it was he who

had taken his good; so he laid hold of him and haling him before the chief of the police, said to him, 'This is the man who stole my pearls: I have

found two of them upon him and he confesseth to the other eight.'.Then the king took counsel with himself to build his son a bath and adorn it with

various paintings, so he might show it to him and divert him with the sight thereof, to the intent that his body might be solaced thereby and that the

obsession of travel might cease from him and he be turned from [his purpose of] removal from his parents. So he addressed himself to the building

of the bath and assembling architects and builders and artisans from all the towns and citadels and islands [of his dominions], assigned them a site

and marked out its boundaries. Then the workmen occupied themselves with the making of the bath and the setting out and adornment of its

cabinets and roofs. They used paints and precious stones of all kinds, according to the variousness of their hues, red and green and blue and yellow

and what not else of all manner colours; and each artisan wrought at his handicraft and each painter at his art, whilst the rest of the folk busied

themselves with transporting thither varicoloured stones..68. Kisra Anoushirwan and the Village Damsel dcliii.When she had made an end of her
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verses, Er Reshid said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, thine absence was extraordinary, but thy presence (251) is yet more extraordinary.' 'By Allah, O my lord,'

answered she, 'thou sayst sooth.' And she took his hand and said to him, 'See what I have brought with me.' So he looked and saw riches such as

neither words could describe nor registers avail to set out, pearls and jewels and jacinths and precious stones and great pearls and magnificent

dresses of honour, adorned with pearls and jewels and embroidered with red gold. Moreover, she showed him that which Queen Es Shuhba had

bestowed on her of those carpets, which she had brought with her, and that her throne, the like whereof neither Chosroes nor Cassar possessed, and

those tables inlaid with pearls and jewels and those vessels, that amazed all who looked on them, and the crown, that was on the head of the

circumcised boy, and those dresses of honour, which Queen Es Shuhba and the Sheikh Aboultawaif had put off upon her, and the trays wherein

were those riches; brief, she showed him treasures the like whereof he had never in his life set eyes on and which the tongue availeth not to

describe and whereat all who looked thereon were amazed..Meanwhile, King Azadbekht and his wife stayed not in their flight till they came to [the

court of] the King of Fars, (97) whose name was Kutrou. (98) When they presented themselves to him, he entreated them with honour and

entertained them handsomely, and Azadbekht told him his story, first and last. So he gave him a great army and wealth galore and he abode with

him some days, till he was rested, when he made ready with his host and setting out for his own dominions, waged war upon Isfehend and falling in

upon the capital, defeated the rebel vizier and slew him. Then he entered the city and sat down on the throne of his kingship; and whenas he was

rested and the kingdom was grown peaceful for him, he despatched messengers to the mountain aforesaid in quest of the child; but they returned

and informed the king that they had not found him..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Chief of the New Cairo Police dciv.When it was the day of the going-in,

(110) Bihzad, of his haste and lack of patience, betook himself to the wall, which was between himself and the princess's lodging and in which

there was a hole pierced, and looked, so he might see his bride, of his haste. But the bride's mother saw him and this was grievous to her; so she

took from one of the servants two red-hot iron spits and thrust them into the hole through which the prince was looking. The spits ran into his eyes

and put them out and he fell down aswoon and joyance was changed and became mourning and sore concern. See, then, O king," continued the

youth, "the issue of the prince's haste and lack of deliberation, for indeed his haste bequeathed him long repentance and his joy was changed to

mourning; and on like wise was it with the woman who hastened to put out his eyes and deliberated not. All this was the doing of haste; wherefore

it behoveth the king not to be hasty in putting me to death, for that I am under the grasp of his hand, and what time soever thou desirest my

slaughter, it shall not escape [thee].".Presently, the idiot returned, with somewhat to add to his hoard, but found it not; so he bethought him who had

followed him and remembered that he had found the sharper aforesaid assiduous in sitting with him and questioning him. So he went in quest of

him, assured that he had taken the pot, and gave not over looking for him till he espied him sitting; whereupon he ran to him and the sharper saw

him. [Then the idiot stood within earshot] and muttered to himself and said, 'In the pot are threescore dinars and I have with me other score in such

a place and to-day I will unite the whole in the pot.' When the sharper heard him say this to himself, muttering and mumbling after his fashion, he

repented him of having taken the dinars and said, 'He will presently return to the pot and find it empty; wherefore that (264) for which I am on the

look-out will escape me; and meseemeth I were best restore the dinars [to their place], so he may see them and leave all that is with him in the pot,

and I can take the whole.'.90. The Apples of Paradise dclxxvi.?THE FIFTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? "The glory's not in those whom raiment

rich makes fair, But those who still adorn the raiment that they wear.".16. Uns el Wujoud and the Vizier's Daughter Rose- in-bud cccxli.11.

Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the Porter (239).? ? ? ? ? Nor troops have I nor henchmen nor one to lend me aid Save God, to whom, my Maker,

my voice in praise I rear..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Officer's Story dccccxxx.? ? ? ? ? o. The Fifteenth Officer's Story dccccxl.42. Er Reshid and the

Barmecides dlxvii.? ? ? ? ? s. The Stolen Necklace dxcvi.There was once, in a city of Hind, a just and beneficent king, and he had a vizier, a man of

understanding, just in his judgment, praiseworthy in his policy, in whose hand was the governance of all the affairs of the realm; for he was firmly

stablished in the king's favour and high in esteem with the folk of his time, and the king set great store by him and committed himself to him in all

his affairs, by reason of his contrivance for his subjects, and he had helpers (253) who were content with him..? ? ? ? ? So be thou kind to me, for

love my body wasteth sore, The thrall of passion I'm become its fires consume me quite..106. The Man's Dispute with the Learned Woman of the

relative Excellence of the Sexes ccccxix.Then came forward the thirteenth officer and said, 'I will tell you a story that a man of my friends told me.

(Quoth he).Viziers, The Ten, i. 61..THE BOOK OF THE THOUSAND NIGHTS AND ONE NIGHT..? ? ? ? ? My friends have not accustomed me

to rigour; for, of old, When I forsook them, they to seek accord did not disdain..? ? ? ? ? Tirewomen to the bride, who whiskers, ay, and beard Upon

her face produce, they never would assign. (194).?THE THIEF'S STORY..So saying, he spat in her face and went out from her; whilst Shah

Khatoun made him no answer, knowing that, if she spoke at that time, he would not credit her speech. Then she humbled herself in supplication to

God the Most High and said, 'O God the Great, Thou knowest the hidden things and the outward parts and the inward' If an advanced term (137) be

[appointed] to me, let it not be deferred, and if a deferred one, let it not be advanced!' On this wise she passed some days, whilst the king fell into

perplexity and forswore meat and drink and sleep and abode knowing not what he should do and saying [in himself], 'If I kill the eunuch and the

youth, my soul will not be solaced, for they are not to blame, seeing that she sent to fetch him, and my heart will not suffer me to slay them all

three. But I will not be hasty in putting them to death, for that I fear repentance.' Then he left them, so he might look into the affair..The Seventh

Day..160. The Ruined Man of Baghdad and his Slave-girl dcccxcvi.When King Shehriyar heard his brother's words he rejoiced with an exceeding

joy and arising forthright, went in to his wife Shehrzad and gave her to know of that which his brother purposed, to wit, that he sought her sister
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Dinarzad in marriage; whereupon, "O king of the age," answered she, "we seek of him one condition, to wit, that he take up his abode with us, for

that I cannot brook to be parted from my sister an hour, because we were brought up together and may not brook severance from each other. If he

accept this condition, she is his handmaid." King Shehriyar returned to his brother and acquainted him with that which Shehrzad had said; and he

answered, saying, "Indeed, this is what was in my mind, for that I desire nevermore to be parted from thee. As for the kingdom, God the Most High

shall send unto it whom He chooseth, for that there abideth to me no desire for the kingship.".Merchant and the King, The Old Woman, the, i.

265..? ? ? ? ? b. The Enchanted Youth xxi.? ? ? ? ? Wherefore, O stranger, dare thou not approach me with desire, Lest ruin quick and pitiless thy

hardihood requite..Selim followed him till he brought him to an underground chamber and showed him somewhat of wine that was to his mind. So

he occupied him with looking upon it and taking him at unawares, sprang upon him from behind and cast him to the earth and sat upon his breast.

Then he drew a knife and set it to his jugular; whereupon there betided Selim [that wherewithal] God made him forget all that He had decreed [unto

him], (72) and he said to the cook, 'Why dost thou this thing, O man? Be mindful of God the Most High and fear Him. Seest thou not that I am a

stranger? And indeed [I have left] behind me a defenceless woman. Why wilt thou slay me?' Quoth the cook, 'Needs must I slay thee, so I may take

thy good.' And Selim said, 'Take my good, but slay me not, neither enter into sin against me; and do with me kindness, for that the taking of my

money is lighter (73) than the taking of my life.'.?THE FOURTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? i The Ninth Officer's Story dccccxxxviii.Still do I

yearn, whilst passion's fire flames in my liver are, iii. 111.So the girl's owner betook himself to the bazaar, where he found the youth seated at the

upper end of the merchants' place of session, selling and buying and taking and giving, as he were the moon on the night of its full, and saluted

him. The young man returned his salutation and he said to him, "O my lord, be not thou vexed at the girl's speech the other day, for her price shall

be less than that [which thou badest], to the intent that I may propitiate thy favour. If thou desire her for nought, I will send her to thee, or if thou

wouldst have me abate thee of her price, I will well, for I desire nought but what shall content thee; for that thou art a stranger in our land and it

behoveth us to entreat thee hospitably and have consideration for thee." "By Allah," answered the youth, "I will not take her from thee but at an

advance on that which I bade thee for her aforetime; so wilt thou now sell her to me for seventeen hundred dinars?" And the other answered," O my

lord, I sell her to thee, may God bless thee in her.".Therewithal Aboulhusn cried out at him and said, "O dog of the sons of Bermek, go down

forthright, thou and the master of the police of the city, to such a place in such a street and deliver a hundred dinars to the mother of Aboulhusn the

Wag and bear her my salutation. [Then, go to such a mosque] and take the four sheikhs and the Imam and beat each of them with four hundred

lashes and mount them on beasts, face to tail, and go round with them about all the city and banish them to a place other than the city; and bid the

crier make proclamation before them, saying, 'This is the reward and the least of the reward of whoso multiplieth words and molesteth his

neighbours and stinteth them of their delights and their eating and drinking!'" Jaafer received the order [with submission] and answered with

["Hearkening and] obedience;" after which he went down from before Aboulhusn to the city and did that whereunto he had bidden him..When her

husband came home, she said to him, 'I desire to go a-pleasuring.' And he said, ' With all my heart.' So he went, till he came to a goodly place,

abounding in vines and water, whither he carried her and pitched her a tent beside a great tree; and she betook herself to a place beside the tent and

made her there an underground hiding-place, [in which she hid her lover]. Then said she to her husband, 'I desire to mount this tree.' And he said,

'Do so.' So she climbed up and when she came to the top of the tree, she cried out and buffeted her face, saying, 'Lewd fellow that thou art, are

these thy usages? Thou sworest [fidelity to me] and liedst.' And she repeated her speech twice and thrice..44. Haroun er Reshid with the Damsel

and Abou Nuwas cccxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? The season of my presence is never at an end 'Mongst all their time in gladness and solacement who

spend,.God keep the days of love-delight! How dearly sweet they were! i. 225..Meanwhile, the people of the city rejoiced and were glad and

blessed the vizier's daughter, marvelling for that three days had passed and that the king had not put her to death and exulting in that, [as they

deemed,] he had turned [from his purpose] and would never again burden himself with blood-guiltiness against any of the maidens of the city.

Then, on the fourth night, she related to him a still more extraordinary story, and on the fifth night she told him anecdotes of kings and viziers and

notables. On this wise she ceased not [to do] with him [many] days and nights, what while the king still said in himself, 'When I have heard the end

of the story, I will put her to death,' and the people waxed ever in wonder and admiration. Moreover, the folk of the provinces and cities heard of

this thing, to wit, that the king had turned from his custom and from that which he had imposed upon himself and had renounced his heresy,

wherefore they rejoiced and the folk returned to the capital and took up their abode therein, after they had departed thence; yea, they were constant

in prayer to God the Most High that He would stablish the king in that his present case; and this," said Shehrzad, "is the end of that which my

friend related to me.".? ? ? ? ? m. The Goldsmith and the Cashmere Singing- girl dlxxxvi.Presently, El Abbas cried out at Hudheifeh a cry that

astonied him and dealt him a blow, saying, "Take this from the hand of a champion who feareth not the like of thee." Hudheifeh met the stroke with

his shield, thinking to ward it off from him; but the sword shore the target in sunder and descending upon his shoulder, came forth gleaming from

the tendons of his throat and severed his arm at the armpit; whereupon he fell down, wallowing in his blood, and El Abbas turned upon his host;

nor had the sun departed the pavilion of the heavens ere Hudheifeh's army was in full flight before El Abbas and the saddles were empty of men.

Quoth Saad, "By the virtue of the Chosen [Prophet], whom God bless and keep, I saw El Abbas with the blood upon his saddle pads, [in gouts] like

camels' livers, smiting with the sword right and left, till he scattered them abroad in every mountain-pass and desert; and when he turned [back to

the camp], the men of Baghdad were fearful of him.".6. Story of the Hunchback cii.36. The Mock Khalif dxliii.? ? ? ? ? e. The Fox and the Wild
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Ass dcxi.Then he turned back, pondering upon that sleeping youth, and coming to him, as he slept, lighted down from his horse and sat down by

him. He fixed his eyes upon his face and considered him awhile and said in himself, 'For aught I know, this youth may be Melik Shah.' And he fell

a-hemming and saying, 'Harkye, O youth!' Whereupon the sleeper awoke and sat up; and the eunuch said to him, 'Who is thy father in this village

and where is thy dwelling?' The youth sighed and answered, 'I am a stranger;' and the eunuch said, 'From what land art thou and who is thy father?'

Quoth the other, 'I am from such a land,' and the eunuch ceased not to question him and he to answer him, till he was certified of him and knew

him. So he rose and embraced him and kissed him and wept over his case. Moreover, he told him that he was going about in quest of him and

informed him that he was come privily from the king his mother's husband and that his mother would be content [to know] that he was alive and

well, though she saw him not..So she donned a devotee's habit and betaking herself to the goldsmith, said to him, 'To whom belongeth the bracelet

that is in the king's hand?' Quoth he, 'It belongeth to a man, a stranger, who hath bought him a slave-girl from this city and lodgeth with her in such

a place.' So the old woman repaired to the young man's house and knocked at the door. The damsel opened to her and seeing her clad in devotee's

apparel, (184) saluted her and said to her, ' Belike thou hast an occasion with us?' 'Yes,' answered the old woman; 'I desire privacy and ablution.'

(185) Quoth the girl, 'Enter.' So she entered and did her occasion and made the ablution and prayed. Then she brought out a rosary and began to tell

her beads thereon, and the damsel said to her, 'Whence comest thou, O pilgrim?' (186) Quoth she '[I come] from [visiting] the Idol (187) of the

Absent in such a church. (188) There standeth up no woman [to prayer] before him, who hath an absent friend and discovereth to him her need, but

he acquainteth her with her case and giveth her tidings of her absent one.' 'O pilgrim,' said the damsel, 'we have an absent one, and my lord's heart

cleaveth to him and I desire to go to the idol and question him of him.' Quoth the old woman, '[Wait] till to-morrow and ask leave of thy husband,

and I will come to thee and go with thee in weal.'.? ? ? ? ? Who letteth us or hind'reth our way, I spring on him, As springeth lynx or panther upon

the frighted deer;.Then came forward the fourteenth officer and said, 'Know that the story I have to tell is pleasanter and more extraordinary than

this; and it is as follows..It chanced one night that the king sallied forth without the city and drank and the wine got the mastery of him and he

became drunken. So, of the youth's fearfulness for him, he said, 'I will keep watch myself over the king this night, seeing that he deserveth this

from me, for that which he hath wrought with me of kindnesses.' So he arose forthright and drawing his sword, stationed himself at the door of the

king's pavilion. Now one of the royal servants saw him standing there, with the drawn sword in his hand, and he was of those who envied him his

favour with the king; so he said to him, 'Why dost thou on this wise at this season and in the like of this place?' Quoth the youth, 'I am keeping

watch over the king myself, in requital of his bounties to me.'.? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlix.When the king heard their

speech, he bade the crier make proclamation in the thoroughfares of the city that the troops should prepare [for the march] and that the horsemen

should mount and the footmen come forth; nor was it but the twinkling of the eye ere the drums beat and the trumpets sounded; and scarce was the

forenoon of the day passed when the city was blocked with horse and foot. So the king passed them in review and behold, they were

four-and-twenty thousand in number, horsemen and footmen. He bade them go forth to the enemy and gave the commandment over them to Said

ibn el Wakidi, a doughty cavalier and a valiant man of war. So the horsemen set out and fared on along the bank of the Tigris..When King Shah

Bekht heard his vizier's story, he gave him leave to withdraw to his own house and he abode there the rest of the night and the next day till the

evening.
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