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? ? ? ? ? The nobles' hands, for that my place I must forsake, Do solace me with beds, whereon at ease I lie..? ? ? ? ? Were not the darkness (193)

still in gender masculine, As ofttimes is the case with she-things passing fine,.When she had made an end of her song, she wept and Noureddin

wept also. Then she took the lute and improvised and sang the following verses:.Fifteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 190..When the messenger came

to King Azadbekht and he read the letter and the present was laid before him, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and occupied himself with eating

and drinking, hour after hour. But the chief Vizier of his Viziers came to him and said, "0 king, know that Isfehend the Vizier is thine enemy, for

that his soul liketh not that which thou hast done with him, and the message that he hath sent thee [is a trick; so] rejoice thou not therein, neither be

thou deluded by the sweetness of his words and the softness of his speech." The king hearkened [not] to his Vizier's speech, but made light of the

matter and presently, [dismissing it from his thought], busied himself with that which he was about of eating and drinking and merrymaking and

delight.Then Ishac seized upon her hand and carrying her into the house, said to her, 'Take the lute and sing; for never saw I nor heard thy like in

smiting upon the lute; no, not even myself!' 'O my lord,' answered she, 'thou makest mock of me. Who am I that thou shouldst say all this to me?

Indeed, this is but of thy kindness.' 'Nay, by Allah,' exclaimed he, 'I said but the truth to thee and I am none of those on whom pretence imposeth.

These three months hath nature not moved thee to take the lute and sing thereto, and this is nought but an extraordinary thing. But all this cometh of

strength in the craft and self-restraint.' Then he bade her sing; and she said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and tightening its

strings, smote thereon a number of airs, so that she confounded Ishac's wit and he was like to fly for delight. Then she returned to the first mode

and sang thereto the following verses:.There was once a man who was exceeding cautious over himself, and he set out one day on a journey to a

land abounding in wild beasts. The caravan wherein he was came by night to the gate of a city; but the warders refused to open to them; so they

passed the night without the city, and there were lions there. The man aforesaid, of the excess of his caution, could not fix upon a place wherein he

should pass the night, for fear of the wild beasts and reptiles; so he went about seeking an empty place wherein he might lie..THE TEN VIZIERS;

OR THE HISTORY OF KING AZADBEKHT AND HIS SON. (94).? ? ? ? ? One of the host am I of lovers sad and sere For waiting long drawn

out and expectation drear..The Thirteenth Night of the Month..So the chamberlain went about that which he needed and assembling his wife's

kinsfolk, said to them, 'I am resolved to put away my wife.' They took this ill of him and complained of him and summoning him before the king,

sat pleading with him. Now the king had no knowledge of that which had passed; so he said to the chamberlain, 'Why wilt thou put her away and

how can thy soul consent unto this and why takest thou unto thyself a goodly piece of land and after forsakest it? 'May God amend the king!'

answered the husband. 'By Allah, O king, I saw therein the track of the lion and fear to enter the land, lest the lion devour me; and indeed the like

of my affair with her is that which befell between the old woman and the draper's wife.' 'What is their story?' asked the king; and the chamberlain

said, 'Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? "My soul be thy ransom,"quoth I,"for thy grace! Indeed, to the oath that thou swor'st thou wast true.".14. The

Mouse and the Weasel cl.25. The City of Brass cccclxxxvii.So he went walking in the thoroughfares of the city and viewing its ordinance and its

markets and thoroughfares and gazing on its folk. Presently, Abou Nuwas met him. (Now he was of those of whom it is said, "They love the fair,"

(8) and indeed there is said what is said concerning him. (9) When he saw Noureddin Ali, he stared at him in amazement and exclaimed, "Say, I

take refuge with the Lord of the Daybreak!" (10) Then he accosted the young Damascene and saluting him, said to him, "Why do I see my lord

alone and forlorn? Meseemeth thou art a stranger and knowest not this country; so, with my lord's permission, I will put myself at his service and

acquaint him with the streets, for that I know this city." Quoth Noureddin, "This will be of thy favour, O uncle." Whereat Abou Nuwas rejoiced and

fared on with him, showing him the markets and thoroughfares, till they came to the house of a slave-dealer, where he stopped and said to the

youth, "From what city art thou?" "From Damascus," answered Noureddin; and Abou Nuwas said, "By Allah, thou art from a blessed city, even as

saith of it the poet in the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? God keep the days of love-delight! How dearly sweet they were! How joyous and how solaceful

was life in them whilere!.? ? ? ? ? The world is upon me all desolate grown. Alack, my long grief and forlornness! Who knows.When the morning

morrowed, the people went seeking for him, but found him not; and when the king knew this, he was perplexed concerning his affair and abode

unknowing what he should do. Then he sought for a vizier to fill his room, and the king's brother said, 'I have a vizier, a sufficient man.' 'Bring him

to me,' said the king. So he brought him a man, whom he set at the head of affairs; but he seized upon the kingdom and clapped the king in irons

and made his brother king in his stead. The new king gave himself up to all manner of wickedness, whereat the folk murmured and his vizier said

to him, 'I fear lest the Indians take the old king and restore him to the kingship and we both perish; wherefore, if we take him and cast him into the

sea, we shall be at rest from him; and we will publish among the folk that he is dead.' And they agreed upon this. So they took him up and carrying

him out to sea, cast him in..? ? ? ? ? Now God forbid a slave forget his liege lord's love! And how Of all things in the world should I forget the love

of thee?.Presently she felt a breath upon her face; whereupon she awoke and found Queen Kemeriyeh kissing her, and with her her three sisters,

Queen Jemreh, Queen Wekhimeh and Queen Sherareh. So she arose and kissed their hands and rejoiced in them with the utmost joy and they

abode, she and they, in talk and converse, what while she related to them her history, from the time of her purchase by the Mughrebi to that of her

coming to the slave-dealers' barrack, where she besought Ishac en Nedim to buy her, and how she won to Er Reshid, till the moment when Iblis

came to her and brought her to them. They gave not over talking till the sun declined and turned pale and the season of sundown drew near and the
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day departed, whereupon Tuhfeh was instant in supplication to God the Most High, on the occasion of the prayer of sundown, that He would

reunite her with her lord Er Reshid..? ? ? ? ? My place is the place of the fillet and pearls And the fair are most featly with jasmine bedight,.God

knows I ne'er recalled thy memory to my thought, iii. 46..? ? ? ? ? Whose subtleness might well infect the understanding folk; And secrets didst

thou, in thy cheer, to us communicate..? ? ? ? ? The herald of good news my hearing shall delight,.Hardly was the night come, when he went in to

his wife and found her lying back, [apparently] asleep; so he sat down by her side and laying the hoopoe's heart on her breast, waited awhile, so he

might be certified that she slept. Then said he to her, 'Shah Khatoun, Shah Khatoun, is this my recompense from thee?' Quoth she, 'What offence

have I committed?' And he, 'What offence can be greater than this? Thou sentest after yonder youth and broughtest him hither, on account of the

desire of thy heart, so thou mightest do with him that for which thou lustedst.' 'I know not desire,' answered she. 'Verily, among thy servants are

those who are comelier and handsomer than he; yet have I never desired one of them.' 'Why, then,' asked he, 'didst thou lay hold of him and kiss

him!' And she said, 'This is my son and a piece of my heart; and of my longing and love for him, I could not contain myself, but sprang upon him

and kissed him.' When the king heard this, he was perplexed and amazed and said to her, 'Hast thou a proof that this youth is thy son? Indeed, I

have a letter from thine uncle King Suleiman Shah, [wherein he giveth me to know] that his unck Belehwan cut his throat.' 'Yes,' answered she, 'he

did indeed cut his throat, but severed not the windpipe; so my uncle sewed up the wound and reared him, [and he lived,] for that his hour was not

come.'.? ? ? ? ? The eyes of lovely women are likened unto me; Indeed, amongst the gardens I open many an eye..? ? ? ? ? I rede thee vaunt thee

not of praise from us, for lo! Even as a docktailed cur thou art esteemed of me..Merchant and his Sons, The, i. 81..Like the full moon she shows

upon a night of fortune fair, iii. 191..Presently up came the kings of the Jinn from every side and kissed the earth before the queen and stood in her

service; and she thanked them for this, but stirred not for one of them. Then came the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis (God curse him!) and kissed the

earth before her, saying, 'O my lady, may I not be bereft of these steps!' (229) O Sheikh Aboultawalf,' answered she, 'it behoveth thee to thank the

bounty of the Lady Tuhfeh, who was the cause of my coming.' 'True,' answered he and kissed the earth. Then the queen fared on [towards the

palace] and there [arose and] alighted upon the trees an hundred thousand birds of various colours. Quoth Tuhfeh, 'How many are these birds!' And

Queen Wekhimeh said to her, 'Know, O my sister, that this queen is called Queen Es Shuhba and that she is queen over all the Jinn from East to

West. These birds that thou seest are of her troops, and except they came in this shape, the earth would not contain them. Indeed, they came forth

with her and are present with her presence at this circumcision. She will give thee after the measure of that which hath betided thee (230) from the

first of the festival to the last thereof; and indeed she honoureth us all with her presence.'.? ? ? ? ? Wherefore fair patience look thou use, for sure

'tis praiseworthy; Yea, and its issues evermore are blessed and benign;.Therewithal he ordered her a handsome house and bade furnish it with

carpets and other furniture and vessels of choice and commanded that all she needed should be given her. This was done during the rest of the day,

and when the night came, she despatched the eunuch with the mule and a suit of clothes, to fetch Noureddin from the Muezzin's lodging. So the

young man donned the clothes and mounting; rode to the house, where he abode in luxury and delight a full-told month, what while she solaced

him with four things, to wit, the eating of fowls and the drinking of wine and the lying upon brocade and the entering the bath after copulation.

Moreover, she brought him six suits of clothes and fell to changing his apparel day by day; nor was the appointed time accomplished ere his beauty

returned to him and his goodliness; nay, his charms waxed tenfold and he became a ravishment to all who looked on him..The End..? ? ? ? ? Yet

with perfidiousness (sure Fortune's self as thou Ne'er so perfidious was) my love thou didst requite.How many, in Yemameh, dishevelled widows

plain! i. 50..? ? ? ? ? Yet, if with him forgotten be the troth-plight of our loves, I have a king who of his grace will not forget me e'er..116. Iskender

Dhoulkernein and a certain Tribe of Poor Folk cccclxiv.? ? ? ? ? In every halting-place like Joseph (17) she appears And he in every stead with

Jacob's grief (18) is pined..141. Haroun er Reshid and the Arab Girl dclxxxv.King Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er Rehwan, i. 215..? ? ? ? ? At their

appointed terms souls die; but for despair My soul is like to die, or ere its term betide..I blessed him and thanked him and abode with him in all

honour and consideration, till, after a little, the merchants came, even as he had said, and bought and sold and bartered; and when they were about

to depart, my master came to me and said, 'The merchants are about to depart; arise, that thou mayst go with them to thy country.' So I betook

myself to the folk, and behold, they had bought great store of elephants' bones and bound up their loads and embarked in the ship; and my master

took passage for me with them and paid my hire and all that was chargeable upon me. (220) Moreover, he gave me great store of goods and we set

sail and passed from island to island, till we traversed the sea and arrived at the port of our destination; whereupon the merchants brought out their

goods and sold; and I also brought out that which was with me and sold it at a good profit..So we went with him till he came to the place where my

slave had buried the money and dug there and brought it out; whereat I marvelled with the utmost wonder and we carried it to the prefect's house.

When the latter saw the money, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and bestowed on me a dress of honour. Then he restored the money straightway

to the Sultan and we left the youth in prison; whilst I said to my slave who had taken the money, "Did yonder young man see thee, what time thou

buriedst the money?" "No, by the Great God!" answered he. So I went in to the young man, the prisoner, and plied him with wine till he recovered,

when I said to him, "Tell me how thou stolest the money." "By Allah," answered he, "I stole it not, nor did I ever set eyes on it till I brought it forth

of the earth!" Quoth I, "How so?" And he said, "Know that the cause of my falling into your hands was my mother's imprecation against me; for

that I evil entreated her yesternight and beat her and she said to me, 'By Allah, O my son, God shall assuredly deliver thee into the hand of the

oppressor!' Now she is a pious woman. So I went out forthright and thou sawest me in the way and didst that which thou didst; and when beating
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was prolonged on me, my senses failed me and I heard one saying to me, 'Fetch it.' So I said to you what I said and he (145) guided me till I came

to the place and there befell what befell of the bringing out of the money.".Then they displayed Shehrzad in the sixth and seventh dresses and clad

her in youths' apparel, whereupon she came forward, swaying coquettishly from side to side; and indeed she ravished wits and hearts and

ensorcelled with her glances [all who looked on her]. She shook her sides and wagged her hips, then put her hair on the hilt of her sword and went

up to King Shehriyar, who embraced her, as the hospitable man embraces the guest, and threatened her in her ear with the taking of the sword; and

indeed she was even as saith of her the poet in these verses:.When it was the sixth day, the viziers' wrath redoubled, for that they had not

compassed their desire of the youth and they feared for themselves from the king; so three of them went in to him and prostrating themselves

before him, said to him, "O king, indeed we are loyal counsellors to thy dignity and tenderly solicitous for thee. Verily, thou persistest long in

sparing this youth alive and we know not what is thine advantage therein. Every day findeth him yet on life and the talk redoubleth suspicions on

thee; so do thou put him to death, that the talk may be made an end of." When the king heard this speech, he said, "By Allah, indeed, ye say sooth

and speak rightly!" Then he let bring the young treasurer and said to him, "How long shall I look into thine affair and find no helper for thee and

see them all athirst for thy blood?".There was once a king of the kings of Hind, who was goodly of polity, praiseworthy in administration, just to

his subjects, beneficent to men of learning and piety and asceticism and devoutness and worship and shunning traitors and froward folk and those

of lewd life. On this wise of polity he abode in his kingship what God the Most High willed of days and hours and years, and he married the

daughter of his father's brother, a beautiful and lovesome woman, endowed with brightness and perfection, who had been reared in the king's house

in splendour and delight. She bore him two sons, the comeliest that might be of boys. Then came fore-ordained fate, which there is no warding off,

and God the Most High raised up against the king another king, who came forth upon his realm, and all the folk of the city, who had a mind unto

evil and lewdness, joined themselves unto him. So he fortified himself against the king and made himself master of his kingdom, putting his troops

to the rout and slaying his guards..When a year had elapsed, there came to the city a ship, wherein were merchants and goods galore. Now it was of

their usance, from time immemorial, that, when there came a ship to the city, the king sent unto it such of his servants as he trusted in, who took

charge of the goods, so they might be [first of all] shown to the king, who bought such of them as befitted him and gave the merchants leave to sell

the rest. So he sent, as of wont, one who should go up to the ship and seal up the goods and set over them who should keep watch over them..When

the banquet was ended and the folk had dispersed, the king said to El Abbas, "I would fain have thee [abide] with me and I will buy thee a house,

so haply we may requite thee the high services for which we are beholden to thee; for indeed thy due is imperative [upon us] and thy worth is

magnified in our eyes; and indeed we have fallen short of thy due in the matter of distance." (83) When the prince heard the king's speech, he rose

and sat down (84) and kissing the earth, returned thanks for his bounty and said, "I am the king's servant, wheresoever I may be, and under his eye."

Then he recounted to him the story of the merchant and the manner of the buying of the house, and the king said, "Indeed, I would fain have had

thee with me and in my neighbourhood.".When she awoke, she said to the old man, "O elder, hast thou aught of food?" And he answered, "O my

lady, I have bread and olives." Quoth she, "That is food fit but for the like of thee. As for me, I will have nought but roast lamb and broths and fat

rissoled fowls and stuffed ducks and all manner meats dressed with [pounded nuts and almond-]kernels and sugar." "O my lady," replied the

Muezzin, "I never heard of this chapter in the Koran, nor was it revealed unto our lord Mohammed, whom God bless and keep!" (31) She laughed

and said, "O elder, the matter is even as thou sayest; but bring me inkhorn and paper." So he brought her what she sought and she wrote a letter and

gave it to him, together with a seal-ring from her finger, saying, "Go into the city and enquire for such an one the money-changer and give him this

my letter.".? ? ? ? ? How long shall I thus question my heart that's drowned in woe? I'm mute for my complaining; but tears speak, as they

flow..There was once a man, a headman [of a village], by name Abou Sabir, and he had much cattle and a fair wife, who had borne him two sons.

They abode in a certain village and there used to come thither a lion and devour Abou Sabir's cattle, so that the most part thereof was wasted and

his wife said to him one day, 'This lion hath wasted the most part of our cattle. Arise, mount thy horse and take thy men and do thine endeavour to

kill him, so we may be at rest from him.' But Abou Sabir said, 'Have patience, O woman, for the issue of patience is praised. This lion it is that

transgresseth against us, and the transgressor, needs must Allah destroy him. Indeed, it is our patience that shall slay him, and he that doth evil,

needs must it revert upon him.' A little after, the king went forth one day to hunt and falling in with the lion, he and his troops, gave chase to him

and ceased not [to follow] after him till they slew him. This came to Abou Sabir's knowledge and he said to his wife, 'Said I not to thee, O woman,

that whoso doth evil, it shall revert upon him? Belike, if I had sought to slay the lion myself, I had not availed against him, and this is the issue of

patience.'.? ? ? ? ? n. The Man who never Laughed again dlxxxvii.King, The Old Woman, the Merchant and the, i. 265..When the cook heard this,

he said in himself, 'It will do me no hurt if I imprison him and shackle him and bring him what he may work at. If he tell truth, I will let him live,

and if he prove a liar, I will slay him.' So he took a pair of stout shackles and clapping them on Selim's legs, imprisoned him within his house and

set over him one who should guard him. Then he questioned him of what tools he needed to work withal. Selim set forth to him that which he

required, and the cook went out from him and presently returning, brought him all he needed. So Selim sat and wrought at his craft; and he used

every day to earn two dinars; and this was his wont and usance with the cook, whilst the latter fed him not but half his fill..?STORY OF THE OLD

WOMAN AND THE DRAPER'S WIFE..? ? ? ? ? Then sent I speech to thee in verses such as burn The heart; reproach therein was none nor yet

unright;.? ? ? ? ? The huntress of th' eyes (60) by night came to me. "Turn in peace," [Quoth I to her;] "This is no time for visiting, I ween.".So,
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when it was the foredawn hour, she tied his beard and spreading a veil over him, cried out, whereupon the people of the quarter flocked to her, men

and women. Presently, up came El Merouzi, for the division of the money, and hearing the crying [of the mourners], said, 'What is to do?" Quoth

they, 'Thy brother is dead;' and he said in himself, 'The accursed fellow putteth a cheat on me, so he may get all the money for himself, but I will do

with him what shall soon bring him to life again.' Then he rent the bosom of his gown and uncovered his head, weeping and saying, 'Alas, my

brother! Alas, my chief! Alas, my lord!' And he went in to the men, who rose and condoled with him. Then he accosted Er Razi's wife and said to

her, 'How came his death about?' 'I know not,' answered she, 'except that, when I arose in the morning, I found him dead.' Moreover, he questioned

her of the money and good that was with her, but she said, 'I have no knowledge of this and no tidings.'.90. The Apples of Paradise dclxxvi.As an

instance of the extreme looseness with which the book was edited, I may observe that the first four Vols. were published without tables of contents,

which were afterwards appended en bloc to the fifth Volume. The state of corruption and incoherence in which the printed Text was placed before

the public by the two learned Editors, who were responsible for its production, is such as might well drive a translator to despair: the uncorrected

errors of the press would alone fill a volume and the verse especially is so corrupt that one of the most laborious of English Arabic scholars

pronounced its translation a hopeless task. I have not, however, in any single instance, allowed myself to be discouraged by the difficulties

presented by the condition of the text, but have, to the best of my ability, rendered into English, without abridgment or retrenchment, the whole of

the tales, prose and verse, contained in the Breslau Edition, which are not found in those of Calcutta (1839-42) and Boulac. In this somewhat

ungrateful task, I have again had the cordial assistance of Captain Burton, who has (as in the case of my "Book of the Thousand Nights and One

Night") been kind enough to look over the proofs of my translation and to whom I beg once more to tender my warmest thanks..Sharper, The Idiot

and the, i. 298..? ? ? ? ? The true believer is pinched for his daily bread, Whilst infidel rogues enjoy all benefit..When the boy grew up, his father

feared for him from poverty and change of case, so he said to him, 'Dear my son, know that in my youth I wronged my brothers in the matter of our

father's good, and I see thee in weal; but, if thou [come to] need, ask not of one of them nor of any other, for I have laid up for thee in yonder

chamber a treasure; but do not thou open it until thou come to lack thy day's food.' Then he died, and his wealth, which was a great matter, fell to

his son. The young man had not patience to wait till he had made an end of that which was with him, but rose and opened the chamber, and behold,

it was [empty and its walls were] whitened, and in its midst was a rope hanging down and half a score bricks, one upon another, and a scroll,

wherein was written, 'Needs must death betide; so hang thyself and beg not of any, but kick away the bricks, so there may be no escape (225) for

thee, and thou shall be at rest from the exultation of enemies and enviers and the bitterness of poverty.'.On this wise he continued to do for the

space of a whole year, till, one day, as he sat on the bridge, according to his custom, expecting who should come to him, so he might take him and

pass the night with him, behold, [up came] the Khalif and Mesrour, the swordsman of his vengeance, disguised [in merchants' habits] as of their

wont. So he looked at them and rising up, for that he knew them not, said to them, "What say ye? Will you go with me to my dwelling-place, so ye

may eat what is ready and drink what is at hand, to wit, bread baked in the platter (8) and meat cooked and wine clarified?" The Khalif refused this,

but he conjured him and said to him, "God on thee, O my lord, go with me, for thou art my guest this night, and disappoint not my expectation

concerning thee!" And he ceased not to press him till he consented to him; whereat Aboulhusn rejoiced and going on before him, gave not over

talking with him till they came to his [house and he carried the Khalif into the] saloon. Er Reshid entered and made his servant abide at the door;

and as soon as he was seated, Aboulhusn brought him somewhat to eat; so he ate, and Aboulhusn ate with him, so eating might be pleasant to him.

Then he removed the tray and they washed their hands and the Khalif sat down again; whereupon Aboulhusn set on the drinking vessels and

seating himself by his side, fell to filling and giving him to drink and entertaining him with discourse..Presently, she came to me again and I said to

her, "Here is thy money and I have gained [with it] other thousand dinars." Quoth she, "Keep it by thee and take these other thousand dinars. As

soon as I have departed from thee, go thou to Er Rauzeh (183) and build there a goodly pavilion, and when the building thereof is accomplished,

give me to know thereof." So saying, she left me and went away. As soon as she was gone, I betook myself to Er Rauzeh and addressed myself to

the building of the pavilion, and when it was finished, I furnished it with the goodliest of furniture and sent to the lady to tell her that I had made an

end of its building; whereupon she sent back to me, saying, "Let him meet me to-morrow at daybreak at the Zuweyleh gate and bring with him a

good ass." So I got me an ass and betaking myself to the Zuweyleh gate, at the appointed time, found there a young man on horse- back, awaiting

her, even as I awaited her..3. The Porter and the Three Ladies of Baghdad xxviii.? ? ? ? ? Yea, "Welcome! Fair welcome to those who draw near!" I

called out aloud, as to meet you I flew..He lay the rest of the night in one of the ruins, and when he arose in the morning, he said, 'None is to blame.

I sought my own good, and he is no fool who seeketh good for himself; and the druggist's wife also sought good for herself; but destiny overcometh

precaution and there remaineth no abiding for me in this town.' So he went forth from the city. Nor (added the vizier) is this story, extraordinary

though it be, more extraordinary than that of the king and his son and that which bedded them of wonders and rarities.".When in the

sitting-chamber we for merry-making sate, iii. 135..? ? ? ? ? aa. Selim and Selma dccccxxii.Then she discovered to him a part of her bosom, and

when he saw her breasts, his reason took flight from his head and he said to her, "Cover it up, so may God have thee in His safeguard!" Quoth she,

"Is it fair of any one to missay of my charms?" And he answered, "How shall any missay of thy charms, and thou the sun of loveliness?" Then said

she, "Hath any the right to say of me that I am lophanded? "And tucking up her sleeves, showed him forearms, as they were crystal; after which she

unveiled to him a face, as it were a full moon breaking forth on its fourteenth night, and said to him, "Is it lawful for any to missay of me [and
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avouch] that my face is pitted with smallpox or that I am one-eyed or crop-eared?" And he answered her, saying, "O my lady, what is it moveth

thee to discover unto me that lovely face and those fair members, [of wont so jealously] veiled and guarded? Tell me the truth of the matter, may I

be thy ransom!" And he recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Yea, so but Selma in the dust my bedfellow may prove, Fair fall it thee! In heaven or

hell I reck not if it be..? ? ? ? ? I am become, for severance from my loved one, Like a left hand, forsaken of the right..? ? ? ? ? My body is

dissolved with sufferance in vain; Relenting, ay, and grace I hoped should yet betide;.Baghdad, El Abbas and the King's Daughter of, iii. 53..? ? ? ?

? g. The Crows and the Hawk dccccvi.Meanwhile, El Abbas abode with his cousin Akil twenty days, after which he made ready for the journey to

Baghdad and letting bring the booty he had gotten of King Zuheir, divided it between himself and his cousin. Then he set out for Baghdad, and

when he came within two days' journey of the city, he called his servant Aamir and bade him mount his charger and forego him with the

baggage-train and the cattle. So Aamir [took horse and] fared on till he came to Baghdad, and the season of his entering was the first of the day; nor

was there little child or hoary old man in the city but came forth to divert himself with gazing on those flocks and herds and upon the goodliness of

those slave-girls, and their wits were amazed at what they saw. Presently the news reached the king that the young man El Abbas, who had gone

forth from him, was come back with herds and rarities and slaves and a mighty host and had taken up his sojourn without the city, whilst his

servant Aamir was presently come to Baghdad, so he might make ready dwelling- places for his lord, wherein he should take up his abode..Police,

El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of, ii. 117..When the tither heard the old man's speech, he relented

towards him and said to him, 'O old man, I make thee a present of that which is due from thee, and do thou cleave to me and leave me not, so haply

I may get of thee profit that shall do away from me my errors and guide me into the way of righteousness.' So the old man followed him, and there

met him another with a load of wood. Quoth the tither to him, 'Pay what is due from thee.' And he answered, 'Have patience with me till to-morrow,

for I owe the hire of a house, and I will sell another load of wood and pay thee two days' tithe.' But he refused him this and the old man said to him,

'If thou constrain him unto this, thou wilt enforce him quit thy country, for that he is a stranger here and hath no domicile; and if he remove on

account of one dirhem, thou wilt lose [of him] three hundred and threescore dirhems a year. Thus wilt thou lose the much in keeping the little.'

Quoth the tither, 'I give him a dirhem every month to the hire of his lodging.'.A white one, from her sheath of tresses now laid bare, ii. 291..? ? ? ? ?

Brother of En Numan, with thee lies an old man's anguish to allay, A graybeard slain, may God make fair his deeds upon the

Reckoning-Day!.Drink ever, O lovers, I rede you, of wine, ii. 230..One day, as the [chief] painter wrought at his work, there came in to him a poor

man, who looked long upon him and observed his handicraft; whereupon quoth the painter to him, "Knowest thou aught of painting?" "Yes,"

answered the stranger; so he gave him tools and paints and said to him, "Make us a rare piece of work." So the stranger entered one of the chambers

of the bath and drew [on the walls thereof] a double border, which he adorned on both sides, after a fashion than which never saw eyes a fairer.

Moreover, [amiddleward the chamber] he drew a picture to which there lacked but the breath, and it was the portraiture of Mariyeh, the king's

daughter of Baghdad. Then, when he had made an end of the portrait, he went his way [and told none of what he had done], nor knew any the

chambers and doors of the bath and the adornment and ordinance thereof..The news came to the rest of the kings; so they [flew after him and]

overtaking him, found him full of trouble and fear, with fire issuing from his nostrils, and said to him, 'O Sheikh Aboultawaif, what is to do?' Quoth

he, 'Know that Meimoun hath carried off Tuhfeh from my palace and outraged mine honour.' When they heard this, they said, 'There is no power

and no virtue but in God the Most High, the Supreme! By Allah, he hath ventured upon a grave matter and indeed he destroyeth himself and his

people!' Then the Sheikh Iblis gave not over flying till he fell in with the tribes of the Jinn, and there gathered themselves together unto him much

people, none may tell the tale of them save God the Most High. So they came to the Fortress of Copper and the Citadel of Lead, (238) and the

people of the strongholds saw the tribes of the Jinn issuing from every steep mountain-pass and said, 'What is to do?' Then Iblis went in to King Es

Shisban and acquainted him with that which had befallen, whereupon quoth he, 'May God destroy Meimoun and his folk! He thinketh to possess

Tuhfeh, and she is become queen of the Jinn! But have patience till we contrive that which befitteth in the matter of Tuhfeh.' Quoth Iblis, 'And what

befitteth it to do?' And Es Shisban said, *We will fall upon him and slay him and his people with the sword.'.A thief of the thieves of the Arabs

went [one night] to a certain man's house, to steal from a heap of wheat there, and the people of the house surprised him. Now on the heap was a

great copper measure, and the thief buried himself in the corn and covered his head with the measure, so that the folk found him not and went

away; but, as they were going, behold, there came a great crack of wind forth of the corn. So they went up to the measure and [raising it],

discovered the thief and laid hands on him. Quoth he, "I have eased you of the trouble of seeking me: for I purposed, [in letting wind], to direct you

to my [hiding-]place; wherefore do ye ease me and have compassion on me, so may God have compassion on you!" So they let him go and harmed

him not..? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.Then they fell to journeying night and day, and as they went, behold, they sighted a camp

of the camps of the Arabs. So El Abbas enquired thereof and was told that it was the camp of the Benou Zuhreh. Now there were around them

sheep and cattle, such as filled the earth, and they were enemies to El Akil, the cousin of El Abbas, upon whom they still made raids and took his

cattle; wherefore he used to pay them tribute every year, for that he availed not to cope with them. When El Abbas came near the camp, he

dismounted from his courser and his servant Aamir also dismounted; and they set down the victual and ate their sufficiency and rested awhile of

the day. Then said the prince to Aamir, "Fetch water and give the horses to drink and draw water for us in thy water-bag, by way of provision for

the road.".? ? ? ? ? a. The King and his Vizier's Wife dlxxviii.When the queen heard the last of the talk, she said to the cook, 'The judgment
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between you shall not be but in accordance with justice.' Then she dismissed all those who were present and turning to her brother, said to him,

'Indeed thy soothfastness is established with me and the truth of thy speech, and praised be God who hath brought about union between thee and

thy wife! So now begone with her to thy country and leave [seeking] thy sister Selma and depart in peace.' But Selim answered, saying, 'By Allah,

by the virtue of the All-knowing King, I will not turn back from seeking my sister till I die or find her, if it please God the Most High!' Then he

called his sister to mind and broke out with the following verses from a heart endolored, afflicted, disappointed, saying:.? ? ? ? ? Your image midst

mine eye sits nor forsakes me aye; Ye are my moons in gloom of night and shadowtide..? ? ? ? ? Whenas the burdens all were bounden on and

shrill The camel-leader's call rang out across the air,.Then the king took counsel with himself to build his son a bath and adorn it with various

paintings, so he might show it to him and divert him with the sight thereof, to the intent that his body might be solaced thereby and that the

obsession of travel might cease from him and he be turned from [his purpose of] removal from his parents. So he addressed himself to the building

of the bath and assembling architects and builders and artisans from all the towns and citadels and islands [of his dominions], assigned them a site

and marked out its boundaries. Then the workmen occupied themselves with the making of the bath and the setting out and adornment of its

cabinets and roofs. They used paints and precious stones of all kinds, according to the variousness of their hues, red and green and blue and yellow

and what not else of all manner colours; and each artisan wrought at his handicraft and each painter at his art, whilst the rest of the folk busied

themselves with transporting thither varicoloured stones..? ? ? ? ? "How call'st thou this thy dress?" quoth we, and she replied A word wherein the

wise a lesson well might trace;.So they carried him into the city and hid him with them. Moreover, they agreed with a company of the king's chief

officers, who had aforetime been those of Bekhtzeman, and acquainted them with this; whereat they rejoiced with an exceeding joy. Then they

assembled together to Bekhtzeman and made a covenant and handfast [of fealty] with him and fell upon the enemy at unawares and slew him and

seated King Bekhtzeman again on the throne of his kingship. And his affairs prospered and God amended his estate and restored His bounty to him,

and he ruled his subjects justly and abode in the obedience of the Most High. On this wise, O king," continued the young treasurer, "he with whom

God is and whose intent is pure, meeteth nought but good. As for me, I have no helper other than God, and I am content to submit myself to His

ordinance, for that He knoweth the purity of my intent.".Rehwan (Er), King Shah Bekht and his Vizier, i. 215..He gained him wealth and returning

to his native land, after twenty years' absence, alighted in the neighbourhood of an old woman, whom he bespoke fair and entreated with liberality,

requiring of her a wench whom he might lie withal. Quoth she, 'I know none but a certain fair woman, who is renowned for this fashion.' (12) Then

she described her charms to him and made him lust after her, and he said, 'Hasten to her forthright and lavish unto her that which she asketh, [in

exchange for her favours].' So the old woman betook herself to the damsel and discovered to her the man's wishes and bade her to him; but she

answered, saying, 'It is true that I was on this [fashion of] whoredom [aforetime]; but now I have repented to God the Most High and hanker no

more after this; nay, I desire lawful marriage; so, if he be content with that which is lawful, I am at his service.'.El Abbas looked at them and saw

the ensigns displayed and the standards loosed and heard the drums beating; so he bade his servant saddle him a charger and look to the girths and

bring him his harness of war. Quoth Aamir, "And indeed I saw El Abbas his eyes flash and the hair of his hands stood on end, for that indeed

horsemanship (69) abode [rooted in his heart]."So he mounted his charger, whilst Aamir also bestrode a war-horse, and they went forth with the

troops and fared on two days. On the third day, after the hour of the mid-afternoon prayer, they came in sight of the enemy and the two armies met

and the ranks joined battle. The strife raged amain and sore was the smiting, whilst the dust rose in clouds and hung vaulted [over them], so that all

eyes were blinded; and they ceased not from the battle till the night overtook them, when the two hosts drew off from the mellay and passed the

night, perplexed concerning themselves [and the issue of their affair]..Hardly had we settled ourselves in the place when we heard a noise of

kicking [at the door] and people running right and left and questioning the cook and saying, "Hath any one passed by thee?" "Nay," answered he;

"none hath passed by me." But they ceased not to go round about the shop till the day broke, when they turned back, disappointed. Then the cook

removed the grass and said to us, "Arise, for ye are delivered from death." So we arose, and we were uncovered, without mantle or veil; but the

cook carried us up into his house and we sent to our lodgings and fetched us veils; and we repented unto God the Most High and renounced

singing, (138) for indeed this was a great deliverance after stress.'.And indeed, O my brother, the night thou camest to me and we caroused

together, I and thou, it was as if the Devil came to me and troubled me that night." "And who is he, the Devil?" asked the Khalif. "He is none other

than thou," answered Aboulhusn; whereat the Khalif smiled and sitting down by him, coaxed him and spoke him fair, saying, "O my brother, when

I went out from thee, I forgot [to shut] the door [and left it] open, and belike Satan came in to thee." Quoth Aboulhusn, "Ask me not of that which

hath betided me. What possessed thee to leave the door open, so that the Devil came in to me and there befell me with him this and that?" And he

related to him all that had befallen him, from first to last, aud there is no advantage in the repetition of it; what while the Khalif laughed and hid his

laughter..Then they drank till they were drunken, and when they had taken leave [of their wits], the host turned to me and said, "Thou dealtest not

friendly with him who sought an alms of thee and thou saidst to him, 'How loathly thou art!'" I considered him and behold, he was the lophand who

had accosted me in my pleasaunce. So I said, "O my lord, what is this thou sayest?" And he answered, saying, "Wait; thou shall remember it." So

saying, he shook his head and stroked his beard, whilst I sat down for fear. Then he put out his hand to my veil and shoes and laying them by his

side, said to me, "Sing, O accursed one!" So I sang till I was weary, whilst they occupied themselves with their case and intoxicated themselves and

their heat redoubled. (136) Presently, the doorkeeper came to me and said, "Fear not, O my lady; but, when thou hast a mind to go, let me know."
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Quoth I, "Thinkest thou to delude me?" And he said, "Nay, by Allah! But I have compassion on thee for that our captain and our chief purposeth

thee no good and methinketh he will slay thee this night." Quoth I to him, "An thou be minded to do good, now is the time." And he answered,

saying, "When our chief riseth to do his occasion and goeth to the draught-house, I will enter before him with the light and leave the door open; and

do thou go whithersoever thou wilt.".Now this present was a horse worth ten thousand dinars and all its housings and trappings of gold set with

jewels, and a book and five different kinds of suits of apparel and an hundred pieces of fine white linen cloths of Egypt and silks of Suez and Cufa

and Alexandria and a crimson carpet and another of Tebaristan (217) make and an hundred pieces of cloth of silk and flax mingled and a goblet of

glass of the time of the Pharaohs, a finger-breadth thick and a span wide, amiddleward which was the figure of a lion and before him an archer

kneeling, with his arrow drawn to the head, and the table of Solomon son of David, (218) on whom be peace; and the contents of the letter were as

follows: 'From the Khalif Haroun er Reshid, unto whom and to his forefathers (on whom be peace) God hath vouchsafed the rank of the noble and

exceeding glory, to the august, God-aided Sultan, greeting. Thy letter hath reached us and we rejoiced therein and have sent thee the book [called]

"The Divan of Hearts and the Garden of Wits," of the translation whereof when thou hast taken cognizance, its excellence will be established in

thine eyes; and the superscription of this book we have made unto thee. Moreover, we send thee divers other kingly presents; (219) so do thou

favour us by accepting them, and peace be on thee!'.So saying, he spat in her face and went out from her; whilst Shah Khatoun made him no

answer, knowing that, if she spoke at that time, he would not credit her speech. Then she humbled herself in supplication to God the Most High and

said, 'O God the Great, Thou knowest the hidden things and the outward parts and the inward' If an advanced term (137) be [appointed] to me, let it

not be deferred, and if a deferred one, let it not be advanced!' On this wise she passed some days, whilst the king fell into perplexity and forswore

meat and drink and sleep and abode knowing not what he should do and saying [in himself], 'If I kill the eunuch and the youth, my soul will not be

solaced, for they are not to blame, seeing that she sent to fetch him, and my heart will not suffer me to slay them all three. But I will not be hasty in

putting them to death, for that I fear repentance.' Then he left them, so he might look into the affair..? ? ? ? ? For death in your absence to us was

decreed; But, when ye came back, we were quickened anew..? ? ? ? ? Like the full moon she shows upon a night of fortune fair, Slender of shape

and charming all with her seductive air..Then he went to fetch that which he had hidden of the grain, but found it not and returned, perplexed and

sorrowful, to the old man, who said to him, 'What aileth thee to be sorrowful?' And he answered, 'Methought thou wouldst not pay me my due; so I

took of the grain, after the measure of my hire; and now thou hast paid me my due and I went to bring back to thee that which I had hidden from

thee, but found it gone, for those who had happened upon it had stolen it.' The old man was wroth, when he heard this, and said to the merchant,

'There is no device [can cope] with ill luck! I had given thee this, but, of the sorriness of thy luck and thy fortune, thou hast done this deed, O

oppressor of thine own self! Thou deemedst I would not acquit thee thy wage; but, by Allah, nevermore will I give thee aught.' And he drove him

away from him.."He shall not come in to me. Who is at the door, other than he?" "Heman ben Ghalib el Ferezdec," (55) answered Adi; and Omar

said, "It is he who saith, glorying in adultery ..." [And he repeated the following verses:].Then the old queen and her daughter and son-in-law

embarked in the ship and setting sail, fared on till they came to the land of Mekran. Their arrival there befell at the last of the day; so they passed

the night in the ship, and when the day was near to break, the young king went down from the ship, that he might go to the bath, and made for the

market. As he drew near the bath, the cook met him by the way and knew him; so he laid hands on him and binding his arms fast behind him,

carried him to his house, where he clapped the old shackles on his feet and straightway cast him back into his whilom place of duresse..As for

Queen Kemeriyeh, she flew off to the palace of her sister Wekhimeh and told her what Meimoun had done and how [he avouched that], whenas he

saw defeat [near at hand], he would slay Tuhfeh; 'and indeed,' added she, 'he is resolved upon this; else had he not dared to commit this outrage. So

do thou contrive the affair as thou deemest well, for thou hast no superior in judgment.' Then they sent for Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Sherareh and

sat down to take counsel, one with another, of that which they should do in the matter. Then said Wekhimeh, 'We were best fit out a ship in this

island [wherein is my palace] and embark therein, in the guise of mortals, and fare on till we come to a little island, that lieth over against

Meimoun's palace. There will we [take up our abode and] sit drinking and smiting the lute and singing. Now Tuhfeh will of a surety be sitting

looking upon the sea, and needs must she see us and come down to us, whereupon we will take her by force and she will be under our hands, so

that none shall avail more to molest her on any wise. Or, if Meimoun be gone forth to do battle with the Jinn, we will storm his stronghold and take

Tuhfeh and raze his palace and put to death all who are therein. When he hears of this, his heart will be rent in sunder and we will send to let our

father know, whereupon he will return upon him with his troops and he will be destroyed and we shall be quit of him.' And they answered her,

saying, 'This is a good counsel.' Then they bade fit out a ship from behind the mountain, (244) and it was fitted out in less than the twinkling of an

eye. So they launched it on the sea and embarking therein, together with four thousand Afrits, set out, intending for Meimoun's palace. Moreover,

they bade other five thousand Afrits betake themselves to the island under the Crescent Mountain and lie in wait for them there..? ? ? ? ? Indeed,

mine eyelids still with tears are ulcered and to you My bowels yearn to be made whole of all their pain and heat..Presently, El Abbas cried out at

Hudheifeh a cry that astonied him and dealt him a blow, saying, "Take this from the hand of a champion who feareth not the like of thee."

Hudheifeh met the stroke with his shield, thinking to ward it off from him; but the sword shore the target in sunder and descending upon his

shoulder, came forth gleaming from the tendons of his throat and severed his arm at the armpit; whereupon he fell down, wallowing in his blood,

and El Abbas turned upon his host; nor had the sun departed the pavilion of the heavens ere Hudheifeh's army was in full flight before El Abbas
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and the saddles were empty of men. Quoth Saad, "By the virtue of the Chosen [Prophet], whom God bless and keep, I saw El Abbas with the blood

upon his saddle pads, [in gouts] like camels' livers, smiting with the sword right and left, till he scattered them abroad in every mountain-pass and

desert; and when he turned [back to the camp], the men of Baghdad were fearful of him.".Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The, iii. 203..When

this came to the king's knowledge, he despatched troops in pursuit of Zourkhan, to stop the road upon him, whilst he himself went out and

overtaking the vizier, smote him on the head with his mace and slew him. Then he took his daughter by force and returning to his dwelling-place,

went in to her and married her. Arwa resigned herself with patience to that which betided her and committed her affair to God the Most High; and

indeed she was used to serve Him day and night with a goodly service in the house of King Dabdin her husband..?OF THE USELESSNESS OF

ENDEAVOUR AGAINST PERSISTENT ILL FORTUNE..Locust, The Hawk and the, ii. 50..? ? ? ? ? But rigour still hath waxed on me and

changed my case And love hath left me bound, afflicted, weeping-eyed..They knew him forthright and rising to him, kissed his hands and rejoiced

in him and said to him, 'O our lord, in good sooth, thou art a king and the son of a king, and we desire thee nought but good and beseech [God to

grant] thee continuance. Consider how God hath rescued thee from this thy wicked uncle, who sent thee to a place whence none came ever off

alive, purposing not in this but thy destruction; and indeed thou fellest into [peril of] death and God delivered thee therefrom. So how wilt thou

return and cast thyself again into thine enemy's hand? By Allah, save thyself and return not to him again. Belike thou shall abide upon the face of

the earth till it please God the Most High [to vouchsafe thee relief]; but, if thou fall again into his hand, he will not suffer thee live a single

hour.'.162. Aboukir the Dyer and Abousir the Barber dccccxxx.165. Ibrahim and Jemileh dcccciii.15. The Cat and the Crow cl.? ? ? ? ? d. The

Crow and the Serpent dcxi.When the evening evened, the king let call his vizier and he presented himself before him, whereupon he required of

him the hearing of the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king. that.How long shall I thus question my heart that's

drowned in woe? iii. 42..A fair one, to idolaters if she herself should show, iii. 10..? ? ? ? ? Read thou my writ and apprehend its purport, for my

case This is and fate hath stricken me with sorrows past allay..Now the woman was in a chest and two youths of the pages of the late king, who

were now in the new king's service, were those who had been charged with the guardianship of the vessel and the goods. When the evening evened

on them, the two youths fell a-talking and recounted that which had befallen them in their days of childhood and the manner of the going forth of

their father and mother from their country and royal estate, whenas the wicked overcame their land, and [called to mind] how they had gone astray

in the forest and how fate had made severance between them and their parents; brief, they recounted their story, from beginning to end. When the

woman heard their talk, she knew that they were her very sons and cried out to them from the chest, saying, 'I am your mother such an one, and the

token between you and me is thus and thus.' The young men knew the token and falling upon the chest, broke the lock and brought out their

mother, who strained them to her breast, and they fell upon her and swooned away, all three..Hindbad the Porter, Sindbad the Sailor and, iii. 199..?

? ? ? ? Whenas the folk assemble for birling at the wine, Whether in morning's splendour or when night's shades descend..? ? ? ? ? To me your

rigour love-delight, your distance nearness is; Ay, your injustice equity, and eke your wrath consent..? ? ? ? ? How long shall I, in weariness, for

this estrangement pine, What while the spies of severance (106) do watch me all the night?.69. Musab ben ez Zubeir and Aaisheh his Wife

ccclxxxvi.Then he carried him to his house and stripping him of his clothes, clad him in rags; after which he called an old woman, who was his

stewardess, and said to her. 'Take this youth and clap on his neck this iron chain and go round about with him in all the thoroughfares of the city;

and when thou hast made an end of this, go up with him to the palace of the king.' And he said to the youth, 'In whatsoever place thou seest the

damsel, speak not a syllable, but acquaint me with her place and thou shall owe her deliverance to none but me.' The youth thanked him and went

with the old woman on such wise as the chamberlain bade him. She fared on with him till they entered the city [and made the round thereof]; after

which she went up to the palace of the king and fell to saying, 'O people of affluence, look on a youth whom the devils take twice in the day and

pray for preservation from [a like] affliction!' And she ceased not to go round about with him till she came to the eastern wing (189) of the palace,

whereupon the slave-girls came out to look upon him and when they saw him they were amazed at his beauty and grace and wept for him..So she

arose and returned to her house, whilst El Merouzi abode in his place till the night was half spent, when he said to himself, 'How long [is this to

last]? Yet how can I let this knavish dog die and lose the money? Methinks I were better open the tomb on him and bring him forth and take my

due of him by dint of grievous beating and torment.' Accordingly, he dug him up and pulled him forth of the tomb; after which he betook himself to

an orchard hard by the burial-ground and cut thence staves and palm sticks. Then he tied the dead man's legs and came down on him with the staff

and beat him grievously; but he stirred not. When the time grew long on him, his shoulders became weary and he feared lest some one of the watch

should pass on his round and surprise him. So he took up Er Razi and carrying him forth of the cemetery, stayed not till he came to the Magians'

burying-place and casting him down in a sepulchre (42) there, rained heavy blows upon him till his shoulders failed him, but the other stirred not

Then he sat down by his side and rested; after which he rose and renewed the beating upon him, [but to no better effect; and thus he did] till the end

of the night.Mariyeh, El Abbas and, iii. 53..? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.Then said the young man, the villager's son, 'And

I, O holy woman, my father brought us a woman who had been stoned, and my people tended her till she recovered. Now she was surpassing of

beauty; so I required her of herself; but she refused and clave fast to God (to whom belong might and majesty), wherefore folly (8) prompted me,

so that I agreed with one of the youths that he should steal clothes and coin from my father's house. Then I laid hands on him [and carried him] to

my father and made him confess. So he avouched that the woman was his mistress from the city and had been stoned on his account and that she
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was of accord with him concerning the theft and had opened the doors to him, and this was a lie against her, for that she had not yielded to me in

that which I sought of her. So there befell me what ye see of punishment." And the young man, the thief, said, 'I am he with whom thou agreedst

concerning the theft and to whom thou openedst the door, and I am he who avouched against her falsely and calumniously and God (extolled be

His perfection and exalted be He!) knoweth that I never did evil with her, no, nor knew her in any wise before then.'.All this while the Khalif was

diverting himself with watching him and laughing, and at nightfall he bade one of the slave-girls drop a piece of henbane in the cup and give it to

Aboulhusn to drink. So she did as he bade her and gave Aboulhusn the cup, whereof no sooner had he drunken than his head forewent his feet [and

he fell down, senseless]. Therewith the Khalif came forth from behind the curtain, laughing, and calling to the servant who had brought Aboulhusn

to the palace, said to him, "Carry this fellow to his own place." So Mesrour took him up [and carrying him to his own house], set him down in the

saloon. Then he went forth from him and shutting the saloon-door upon him, returned to the Khalif, who slept till the morrow..Quoth Selma to

Selim, 'Hasten not to slay him, but ponder the matter and consider the issue to which it may lead; for whoso considereth not the issues [of his

actions], fortune is no friend to him.' Then they arose on the morrow and occupied themselves with devising how they should turn away their

mother from that man, and she forebode mischief from them, by reason of that which she saw in their eyes of alteration, for that she was keen of

wit and crafty. So she took precaution for herself against her children and Selma said to Selim, 'Thou seest that whereinto we have fallen through

this woman, and indeed she hath gotten wind of our purpose and knoweth that we have discovered her secret. So, doubtless, she will plot against us

the like of that which we plot for her; for indeed up to now she had concealed her affair, and now she will forge lies against us; wherefore,

methinks, there is a thing [fore-]written to us, whereof God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) knew in His foreknowledge and

wherein He executeth His ordinances.' 'What is that?' asked he, and she said, 'It is that we arise, I and thou, and go forth this night from this land

and seek us a land wherein we may live and witness nought of the doings of yonder traitress; for whoso is absent from the eye is absent from the

heart, and quoth one of the poets in the following verse:.7. Story of the Hunchback ci.? ? ? ? ? For the uses of food I was fashioned and made; The

hands of the noble me wrought and inlaid..With this the Cadi's wrath redoubled and he swore by the most solemn of oaths that I should go with him

and search his house. "By Allah," replied I, "I will not go, except the prefect be with us; for, if he be present, he and the officers, thou wilt not dare

to presume upon me." And the Cadi rose and swore an oath, saying, "By Him who created mankind, we will not go but with the Amir!" So we

repaired to the Cadi's house, accompanied by the prefect, and going up, searched high and low, but found nothing; whereupon fear gat hold upon

me and the prefect turned to me and said, "Out on thee, O ill-omened fellow! Thou puttest us to shame before the men." And I wept and went round

about right and left, with the tears running down my face, till we were about to go forth and drew near the door of the house. I looked at the place

[behind the door] and said, "What is yonder dark place that I see?" And I said to the sergeants, "Lift up this jar with me." They did as I bade them

and I saw somewhat appearing under the jar and said, "Rummage and see what is under it." So they searched and found a woman's veil and trousers

full of blood, which when I beheld, I fell down in a swoon.
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