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Adding new growth to his forest of frustration, Tom got up from the study desk, fetched the newspaper from the front doorstep, and went to the

kitchen to make his morning coffee. He boiled up a pot of strong brew and sat down at the knotty-pine table with a steaming mug full of black and

sugarless solace..The muffling fog quieted the city as much as obscured it, and the alley was surprisingly still. Many of the businesses were closed

for the night, and as far as Junior could discern, no delivery trucks or other vehicles were parked the length of the block..The sirens shrieked so

loud that he felt a sympathetic vibration in his dental fillings, and with a sharp cry of brakes, a great red truck turned the comer, at once followed by

a second..Here, now, the dinner guest, entering the kitchen. He carried the wineglass and the rose in his left hand. The Merlot was tucked under his

arm. In his right hand was a small, brightly wrapped gift box..hearts represented either a rival in love or a lover who would betray an enemy who

would deeply wound the heart. The knave of diamonds was someone who would cause financial grief. The knave of clubs was someone who would

wound with words: one who libeled or slandered, or who assaulted you with mean-spirited and unjust criticism..She twisted her sweat-drenched

face in what might have been frustration, closed her.After too many years investigating homicides, after too much experience of human evil,

perhaps he had grown both misanthropic and paranoid..Nellie found the strength to rise, but having risen, she was unable to speak. Her mouth

shaped words, but her voice deserted her..As he stepped out of the street, Don't Walk shortened to Walk, and when he checked for pursuit, he found

it. Here came Vanadium, who would have been shivering in want of a topcoat if his flesh had been real..With the stocky detective looming, Junior

wasn't able to stroke his imagination into an erotic mood. In his mind's eye, Victoria's ample bosom remained concealed behind a starched white

uniform..He surprised himself by sitting up in bed and shouting, "Shut up, shut up, shut up!".With some sharp instrument, probably a knife, Cain

had stabbed and gouged the red letters, working on the wall with such fury that two of the Bartholomews were barely readable anymore. The

Sheetrock was marked by hundreds of scores and punctures..If the policeman's gray eyes had earlier been as hard as nailheads, they were now

points, and behind them was willpower strong enough to drive spikes through stone..He met her eyes, but at once shifted his gaze to the porch floor

again. "I've come to say ... how sorry I am, how miserably sorry.".Backing off, trying to feel his way to the foyer and front door, afraid that if he

stumbled over a chair, she'd descend upon him like a screaming hawk upon a mouse, Junior denied her accusation. "You're crazy. How could I

know? Look at you! How could 1 possibly know?".She traded silence for silence. Then: "Kiddo, I'm still totally confused by this stuff.".The maniac

detective was still on the floor where he had died. The red rose and the gift box occupied his hands..Junior held the silencer-fitted 9-mm pistol

under his left arm, clamped against his side, freeing both hands to use the automatic pick..Dr. Daines spoke with Celestina in the corridor, outside

the door to 724. Some of the passing nurses were nuns in wimples and full-length habits, drifting like spirits along the hallway..He spat on his right

thumb, scrubbed the thumb against one of the dried drips on the floor, rubbed thumb and forefinger together, and brought the freshened spoor to his

nose. He smelled blood..The night was in flight, however, and he had a lot to do before it swooped straight into morning..Otter said

nothing..Usually, he remained still, tense, listening, until enough silence convinced him that the sounds he'd heard had been in the dream, not in the

real world. If silence didn't settle him, he went into the living room, only to discover that she was always where he had left her, fork-and-fan-blade

face wrenched in a soundless scream..Nevertheless, when the points of soreness in his brow and cheeks gradually grew worse, he stopped at a

service station near Courtland, bought a bottle of Pepsi from a vending machine, and washed down yet another capsule of antihistamines. He also

took another antiemetic, four aspirin, and-although he felt no trembling in his bowels-one more dose of paregoric..Lord, listen to me-but I've really

got to know if you can, if you are, how you feel, whether you feel, I mean, whether you think you could feel--".When together in Agnes's company,

Edom and Jacob were brothers, comfortable with each other. But together, just the two, no Agnes, they were more awkward than strangers, because

strangers had no shared history to overcome..He knew that the only movement in those staring, sightless eyes was the restless reflection of the

flashlight beam as he probed the trash with it. He knew he was being irrational, but nevertheless he was reluctant to turn his back on the corpse.

Repeatedly in the midst of searching, he snapped his head up, whipping his attention to Neddy, certain that from the comer of his eye, he had seen

the dead gaze following him..They introduced themselves as Knacker, Hisscus, and Nork, but Junior didn't bother to associate names with faces,

partly because the men were so alike in appearance and manner that their own mothers might have had difficulty figuring out which of them to

blame for never calling. Besides, he was still tired from his recent ramble through the hospital-and unnerved by the thought of some baleful-eyed

Bartholomew prowling the world in search of him..They came to the house in Boatwright Street after dark. They kicked the door in, and Hound,

standing among the armed and armored men, said, "Him. Let the others be." And to Otter he said, "Don't move," in a low, amicable voice. He

sensed great power in the young man, enough that he was a little afraid of him. But Otter's distress was too great and his training too slight for him

to think of using magic to free himself or stop the men's brutality. He flung himself at them and fought them like an animal till they knocked him

on the head. They broke Otter's father's jaw and beat his aunt and mother senseless to teach them not to bring up crafty men. Then they carried

Otter away..Paul withdrew the pistol from the drawer. The weapon didn't feel as good to him as guns always felt in the hands of pulp heroes..Junior

glanced over his shoulder even as Celestina turned and fled. He caught only a glimpse of her disappearing into the inner hallway..Celestina hardly

knew Paul, and although he'd saved her mother's life, his offer raised a look of doubt from her..For eight months following that night, until late

September of 1965, Vanadium had been in a coma, and his doctors had not expected him to regain consciousness. A passing motorist had found
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him lying along the highway near the lake, soaked and muddy. When, after his long sleep, he awakened in the hospital, withered and weak, he'd

had no memory of anything after walking into Victoria's kitchen-except a vague, dreamlike recollection of swimming up from a sinking car..In the

motel office, Junior paid for another night in advance. His preference in lodgings didn't run to greasy carpeting, cigarette-scarred furniture, and the

whispery scuttling of cockroaches in the dark, but though feeling better, he was too tired and shaky to drive..Holding his precious face between her

hands, she kissed him. She met his gaze, and furiously she blinked away her tears, for she wanted to be clear-sighted, to be looking into his eyes, to

see him, the truest part of him in there beyond his eyes, until that very last moment when she could not have him anymore..When Junior opened the

trunk, he discovered that fishing gear and two wooden carriers full of carpenter's tools left no room for a dead detective. He would be able to make

the body fit only if he dismembered it first..Agnes hoped that the boy would spend a night or two in her room, until he was reoriented to the house.

But Barty wanted to sleep in his own bed..Nolly liked to watch her hands while she worked. They were slim, graceful, the hands of an adolescent

girl.."Your forgiveness won't make any of it right," he said, "nothing could, but it might start to give me a little peace.".Barty let go of the girl's

hand, and although he remained dry, the storm at once found her where she'd been hiding in the silver-black folds of its curtains..Junior took two

steps toward him, sighting the gun on his face. "Why should I be afraid of a stumbling blind boy no bigger than a midget?".With his bent thumb

against the crook of his forefinger, he flipped the quarter. Even as the coin snapped off the thumbnail and began to stir the air, Tom flung up both

hands, fingers spread to show them empty and to distract. Yet on a second look, the coin was not airborne as it had seemed to be, no longer

spinning-wink, wink-before their dazzled eyes. It had vanished as though into the payment slot of an ethereal vending machine that dispensed

mystery in return..He had nothing against Negroes. He didn't wish them ill. He wasn't prejudiced. Live and let live. He believed that as long as they

stayed with their own kind and abided by the rules of a polite society, like everyone else, they had a right to live in peace.."Loved her? Of course I

loved her. Naomi was beautiful and so kind ... and funny. She was the best ... the best thing that ever happened to me.".By "all of that," he meant

the groceries that she and Joey often sent along with the pies, the occasional mortgage payment they made for someone down on his luck, and the

other quiet philanthropies..stopped by to help Agnes, and some offered to stay with her at night. She gratefully accepted assistance with the

housecleaning, laundry, and shopping, but she declined the all-night company because of her dreams..He vanished through some hole, some slit,

some tear bigger than anything through which Tom flipped his quarters..Between new women and needlepoint pillows, he participated in s?ances,

attended lectures given by ghost hunters, visited haunted houses, and read more strange books. He even sat for the camera of a famous medium

whose photographs sometimes revealed the auras of benign or malevolent presences hovering in the vicinity of her subject, though in his case she

could discern no telltale sign of a spirit..Outside, he turned to look at the display windows. He expected to see the candlestick, supernaturally

apparent only from this side of the glass, but it wasn't there. Throughout the autumn, Junior read book after book about ghosts, poltergeists, haunted

houses, ghost ships, s?ances, spirit rapping, spirit manifestation, spirit writing, spirit recording, trance speaking, conjuration, exorcism, astral

projection, Ouija-board revelation, and needlepoint..Fear clotted in Junior's veins, and he stood like an impacted embolism in the busy flow of

pedestrians, certain that he himself would at any moment succumb to a stroke..Junior was vigilant. He took note of all those who approached the

piano, whether they dropped money in the fishbowl or not.."Don't get me started on cyclones!" Edom hurried through the house and out to the

station wagon, to fetch the boxes of groceries..She struggled, wept, pretended disgust, faked shame, swore to bring the police down on him.

Another man, not as highly skilled at reading men as Junior, might have thought the girl's resistance was genuine, Sat her charges of rape were

sincere. Any other man might have backed off, but Junior was neither fooled nor confused.."Mrs. Lampion, in a case like this, I've found that the

greatest mercy is directness. Your son has retinoblastoma. A malignancy of the retina.".The chest respirator, which Joshua had evidently applied,

lay discarded on the bedclothes beside her. She seldom required this apparatus to assist her breathing, and then only at night..Captivated by

catastrophe, so lost in his book that he might as well have stepped magically inside of it and closed the covers after himself, Uncle Jacob didn't

answer..The next thing he knew, he was at the kitchen sink, turning off the water, which he couldn't remember having turned on. He appeared to

have washed the bloody candlestick-it was clean-but he had no recollection of this bit of housekeeping..ROCKING AS IF AFLOAT on troubled

waters, abused by an unearthly and tormented sound, Junior Cain imagined a gondola on a black river, a carved dragon rising high at the bow as he

had seen on a.A pang of regret pierced her, that her boy's precocity should deny him this fine fantasy, as her morose father had denied it to her.

"He's real," she asserted.."Did they rush you straight in here or did you arrange all the insurance matters at reception, Mr. Pinchbeck?"."The girl's

baby," said Nolly, "was placed with Catholic Family Services for adoption."."Periodic violent emesis without an apparent cause can be one

indication of locomotor ataxia, but you've no other symptoms of it. I wouldn't worry about that unless this happens again."."We do look somewhat

alike," Edom said, shifting his attention to Jacob's left ear..OUR LADY OF SORROWS, quiet and welcoming in the Bright Beach night, humble in

dimension, without groin vaults and grand columns and cavernous transepts, restrained in ornamentation, was as familiar to Maria Elena

Gonzalez--and as comforting-as her own home. God was everywhere in the world, but here in particular. Maria felt happier the instant she stepped

through the entrance door into the narthex..Frankness and tough talk pleased her, because too many people dealt with her as though her spirit were

as frail as her limbs. She laughed with delight-but still refused him..Celestina succumbed to a fit of giggles. Before she could control them, she

used up two Kleenex to blow her nose and to blot the laughter from her eyes..Rolling onto her side, fumbling in the dark, Celestina White snared

the phone on the third ring. Her hello was also a yawn.."They've gone to bed. They're tired," Wally told her as he put the car in gear and released
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the hand brake. "Aren't you?".just as Sinatra broke into song again, Junior thought he heard a footstep on the wood floor of the hallway, and the

creak of a board. The music masked the sounds of the visitor's approach if, indeed, he was approaching..The purpose of life was self--fulfillment,

per Zedd, and Junior was so rapidly realizing his extraordinary potential that surely he would have pleased his guru..Agnes winced. Already,

another contraction. Mild but so soon after the last. She clasped her hands around her immense belly and took slow, deep breaths until the pain

passed.."Because of a certain awareness you've had since childhood," Celestina said, recalling what he'd told her in San Francisco..The 9-mm pistol

and the ammunition were on the foyer table. With trembling hands, Junior tore open the boxes and loaded the gun..Maria Gonzalez brought rice

casseroles, homemade tamales, and chile rellenos. Daily, Jacob made cookies and brownies, always a new variety, and in such volume that Maria's

plates were heaped with baked goods each time they were returned to her..Grace dropped the phone. Harrison let the frosting knife slip out of his

fingers..Then the boy put new and puzzling shadings on his meaning when he said, "Daddy died here, but he didn't die every place I am.".Celestina

rose, heart suddenly clumping in her breast, like heavy footsteps hurrying away from an approaching bearer of bad news, but she herself couldn't

run, could only stand rooted in her hope-and hear in her mind six versions of a bleak prognosis in the two seconds before the doctor actually

spoke..Munching an Almond Joy, Junior returned to the phone book, with no choice but to find Bartholomew the hard way..When Frieda finished

retching and passed out in a heap, Junior left her on the floor and immediately set out to explore her rooms..Earlier, the dirty-sheet clouds had been

wrung dry. Now, the trees that overhung the house had finally stopped dripping on the cedar shingled roof The night was so still that Agnes could

hear the sea softly breaking upon the shore more than half a mile away..In July 1967, at two and a half, he finally contracted his first cold, an

off-season virus with a mean bite. His throat was sore, but he didn't fuss or even complain. He swallowed his medicine without resistance, and

though he rested occasionally, he played with toys and paged through picture books with as much pleasure as ever..He switched off the flashlight

and stood solemnly for a moment, paying his respects to Seraphim. She had been so sweet, so innocent, so supple, so exquisitely proportioned..He

already had the pistol he had taken from Frieda Bliss's collection, but it didn't come with a sound-suppressor. He was preparing for all

contingencies. Focus..Junior didn't believe in gods, devils, Heaven, Hell, life after death. He put his faith in one thing: himself..The man's voice

echoed hollowly in Junior's ears, as if coming from the far end of a tunnel. Or from the terminus of a death-row hallway, on the long walk between

the last meal and the execution chamber..Every nerve in Junior's body was a tautly strung trigger wire. If something set him off, he might explode

so violently that he'd blow himself into a psychiatric ward..That saving smile once more returned lost harmony to the scarred and broken face. "Not

me. From my perspective, psychology is just one more of those easy sources of false meaning-like sex, money, and drugs. But I will admit to

knowing a thing or two about evil."."Sometimes these sympathetic vibrations are very apparent, but alot of the time, they're so subtle that you can

hear them only if you're unusually perceptive."."If I ever get there, I'll be back," she promised the gathered family. "Imagine how much we'll have

to talk about. Maybe I'll even get some new pie recipes from Over There.".This consequence of rape, the baby, was less baby to Celestina than

cancer, a malignancy excised rather than a life delivered. She had been no more impelled to study the child than she would have been, charmed to

examine the glistening gnarls and oozing convolutions of a freshly plucked tumor. Consequently, she could remember nothing of its squinched

face..Now, without realizing when it had happened, he had been lowered from his knees to his right side. Head elevated and tilted by one of the

paramedics. So he could expel the bile, the blood, rather than choke on it..Fed up with them and with this exhibition, Junior half wished that he

would again be stricken by violent nervous emesis. Even in his suffering, he would enjoy spraying these insistently appealing canvases with the

reeking ejecta of his gut: criticism of the most pungent nature..A few gasps and exclamations. A sweet giggle and applause from Angel. The

reactions were surprisingly mild..Barty's reading and writing skills appeared to be related to his talent for math, as well. To him, language was first

phonics, a sort of music that symbolized objects and ideas, and this music was then translated into written "syllables using the alphabet-which he

saw as a system of math employing twenty-six digits instead of ten..In his smooth whiteness, Junior felt a pressure on his eyes, and then came

visual hallucinations, disturbing his deep inner peace. He felt someone peel up his eyelids, and Bob Chicane's worried face-with the sharp features

of a fox, curly black hair, and a walrus mustache-was inches from his..When Agnes was surprised to discover that Barty's name had been inspired

by the reverend's famous sermon, Paul was startled. He had heard "This Momentous Day" on its first broadcast, and learning that it would be rerun

three weeks later by popular demand, he'd urged Joey to listen. Joey had heard it on Sunday, the second of January, 1965-just four days before the

birth of his son..These statements sounded so convoluted and so bizarre to Agnes that they nourished her growing fear for Barty's mental

stability..1969 through 1973: the Year of the Rooster, chased by the Year of the Dog, followed fast by the Pig, faster by the Rat, with the Ox

passing in a stampede pace. Eisenhower dead. Armstrong, Collins, Aldrin on the moon: one giant step on soil untouched by war. Hot pants, plane

hijackings, psychedelic art. Sharon Tate and friends murdered by Manson's girls seven days before Woodstock, the Age of Aquarius stillborn, but

the death unrecognized for years. McCartney split, Beatles dissolved. Earthquake in Los Angeles, Truman dead, Vietnam sliding into chaos, riots

in Ireland, a new war in the Middle East, Watergate..Instead, he focused on the hand in the flashlight beam: four long, thin, chalk-white digits bent

to the heel; thumb thrust up stiffly, as though Neddy hoped to hitchhike out of the Dumpster, out of death, and back to his piano in the cocktail

lounge on Nob Hill..Nevertheless, Junior was thrilled to hear the name Bartholomew, and to know that the boy of whom Celestina spoke was the

Bartholomew of Bartholomews, the menacing presence in his unremembered dream, the threat to his fortune and future that must be

eliminated..nonetheless. The rapist's curse. Healthy, but healthy at the expense of Phimie..A spirit-shredding bleakness clawed at her, but she
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couldn't permit it to leave her in tatters. If she traded hope for despair, as her brothers had done, Bartholomew would be finished before he'd begun.

She owed him optimism, lessons in the joy of life..Her belief in fortune-telling and in the curious ritual she was about to undertake weren't

condoned by the Church. Mysticism of this sort was, in fact, considered to be a sin, a distraction from faith and a perversion of it..Barty, she

explained, would be rich in many ways. Financially rich, but also rich in talent, in spirit, intellect. Rich in courage, honor. With a wealth of

common sense, good judgment, and luck..He had taken refuge in meditation, because he'd been frustrated by his continuing failure in the

Bartholomew hunt and disturbed by his apparently paranormal experiences with quarters and with phone calls from the dead. More deeply

disturbed than he had realized or had been able to admit..The accountant lived in a white Georgian house on a street fined with huge old

evergreens..JUNIOR CAIN WANDERED among the Philistines, in the gray land of conformity, seeking one-just one-refreshingly repellent

canvas, finding only images that welcomed and even charmed, yearning for real art and the vicious emotional whirlpool of despair and disgust that

it evoked, finding instead only themes of uplift and images of hope, surrounded by people who seemed to like everything from the paintings to the

canapes to the cold January night, people who probably hadn't spent even one day of their lives brooding about the inevitability of nuclear

annihilation before the end of this decade, people who smiled too much to be genuine intellectuals, and he felt more alone and threatened than

eyeless Samson chained in Gaza.."I can't.".He tugged on a pair of thin latex surgical gloves. Flexed his hands. All right..When Paul practiced the

quarter trick, he usually did so on the sofa or in an armchair, and always in a room with carpeting, because when dropped on a hard surface, the

coin rolled and required too much chasing.
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