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End of Volume |..Razi (Er) and El Merouzi, ii. 28..? ? ? ? ? Though they their journey's goal, aas | have hidden, in their track Still will | follow on
until the very planetswane..? ? ? ? ? The camel-leader singing came with the belov'd; our wish Accomplished was and we were quit of all the
railers prate..? ? ? ? ? But now hath Allah from my heart blotted the love of thee, After for constancy I'd grown a name of wonderment..Vizier, The
King of Hind and his, ii. 105..And indeed, O my brother, the night thou camest to me and we caroused together, | and thou, it was asif the Devil
cameto me and troubled me that night." "And who is he, the Devil?" asked the Khalif. "He is none other than thou," answered Aboulhusn; whereat
the Khalif smiled and sitting down by him, coaxed him and spoke him fair, saying, "O my brother, when | went out from thee, | forgot [to shut] the
door [and left it] open, and belike Satan came in to thee." Quoth Aboulhusn, "Ask me not of that which hath betided me. What possessed thee to
leave the door open, so that the Devil came in to me and there befell me with him this and that?' And he related to him all that had befallen him,
from first to last, aud there is no advantage in the repetition of it; what while the Khalif laughed and hid his laughter..As for the merchant, he
bought him a sheep and slaughtering it, roasted it and dressed birds and [other] meats of various kinds and colours and bought dessert and
sweetmeats and fresh fruits. Then he repaired to El Abbas and conjured him to accept of his hospitality and enter his house and eat of hisvictual.
The prince consented to his wishes and went with him till they came to his house, when the merchant bade him enter. So El Abbas entered and saw
agoodly house, wherein was a handsome saloon, with a vaulted estrade. When he entered the saloon, he found that the merchant had made ready
food and dessert and perfumes, such as overpass description; and indeed he had adorned the table with sweet-scented flowers and sprinkled musk
and rose-water upon the food. Moreover, he had smeared the walls of the saloon with ambergris and set [the smoke of burning] aloes-wood abroach
therein..? ? ?? ? Now God forbid thou shouldst attain thy wishes! What care | If thou have looked on me alook that caused thee
languishment?.144. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh dclxxxviii.When the Khalif returned from the chase, he betook himself to Tuhfeh's pavilion
and bringing out the key, opened the door and went in to her. She rose to receive him and kissed his hand, and he took her to his breast and seated
her on his knee. Then food was brought to them and they ate and washed their hands; after which she took the lute and sang, till Er Reshid was
moved to sleep. When she was ware of this, she left singing and told him her adventure with the Lady Zubeideh, saying, 'O Commander of the
Faithful, | would have thee do me afavour and heal my heart and accept my intercession and reject not my word, but go forthright to the Lady
Zubeideh'slodging.' Now this talk befell after he had stripped himself naked and she also had put off her clothes; and he said, 'Thou shouldst have
named this before we stripped ourselves naked.' But she answered, saying, ' O Commander of the Faithful, | did this not but in accordance with the
saying of the poet in the following verses:.Prince who fell in Love with the Picture, The, i. 256.. Therewith Nuzhet el Fuad rejoiced and said,
"Indeed, thisis an excellent device." [Then Aboulhusn stretched himself out] forthright and she shut his eyes and tied his feet and covered him with
the kerchief and did what [else] her lord had bidden her; after which she rent her dress and uncovering her head, let down her hair and went in to
the Lady Zubeideh, crying out and weeping, When the princess saw her in this case, she said to her, "What plight isthis[in which | see thee]? What
isthy story and what maketh thee weep?' And Nuzhet el Fuad answered, weeping and crying out the while, "O my lady, may thy head live and
mayst thou survive Aboulhusn el Khelial For heis dead.” The Lady Zubeideh mourned for him and said, "Alas for Aboulhusn el Khelial" And she
wept for him awhile. Then she bade her treasuress give Nuzhet el Fuad a hundred dinars and a piece of silk and said to her, "O Nuzhet el Fuad, go,
lay him out and carry him forth.".Asfor the king, he arose in haste and disguising himself, repaired to the house of Firouz and knocked at the door.
Quoth Firouz's wife, "Who is at the door?* And he answered, saying, "I am the king, thy husband's master." So she opened the door and he entered
and sat down, saying, "We are come to visit thee." Quoth she, "l seek refuge [with God] from this visitation, for indeed | deem not well thereof."
And theking said, "O desire of hearts, | am thy husband's master and methinks thou knowest me not." "Nay," answered she, "I know thee, O my
lord and master, and | know thy purpose and that which thou seekest and that thou art my husband's lord. | understand what thou wishest, and
indeed the poet hath forestalled thee in his saying of the following verses, in reference to thy case:.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Voyage of Sindbad the
Sailor ccliii.The first who sought her in marriage was King Nebhan of Mosul, who came to her with a great company, bringing with him an
hundred she-camels laden with musk and a oes-wood and ambergris and as many laden with camphor and jewels and other hundred laden with
silver money and yet other hundred laden with raiment of silken and other stuffs and brocade, besides an hundred slave-girls and an hundred
magnificent horses of swift and generous breeds, completely housed and accoutred, as they were brides; and al this he laid before her father,
demanding her of himin marriage. Now King Ins ben Cais had bound himself by an oath that he would not marry his daughter but to him whom
she should choose; so, when King Nebhan sought her in marriage, her father went in to her and consulted her concerning his affair. She consented
not and he repeated to Nebhan that which she said, whereupon he departed from him. After this came King Behram, lord of the White Island, with
riches more than the first; but she accepted not of him and he returned, disappointed; nor did the kings give over coming to her father, on her
account, one after other, from the farthest of the lands and the climes, each glorying in more (54) than those who forewent him; but she paid no
heed unto any of one them..Y our water I'll leave without drinking, for there, i. 210..Then the Khalif took him into his especial favour and married
him and bestowed largesse on him and lodged him with himself in the palace and made him of the chief of his boon-companions, and indeed he
was preferred with him above them and the Khalif advanced him over them all. Now they were ten in number, to wit, El Ijli and Er Recashi and
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Ibdan and Hassan el Feresdec and El Lauz and Es Seker and Omar et Tertis and Abou Nuwas (34) and Abou Ishac en Nedim and Aboulhusn el
Khelia, and by each of them hangeth a story that istold in other than this book. And indeed Aboulhusn became high in honour with the Khalif and
favoured above all, so that he sat with him and the Lady Zubeideh bint el Casim and married the latter's treasuress, whose name was Nuzhet €l
Fuad.. Then the astrologers made their cal culations and looked into his nativity and his ascendant, whereupon their colour changed and they were
confounded. Quoth the king to them, 'Acquaint me with his horoscope and ye shall have assurance and fear ye not of aught' 'O king,' answered
they, 'this child's nativity denotes that, in the seventh year of his age, thereis to be feared for him from alion, which will attack him; and if he be
saved from the lion, there will betide an affair yet sorer and more grievous.' 'What is that? asked the king; and they said, 'We will not speak, except
the king command us thereto and give us assurance from [that which we] fear.' Quoth the king, ‘God assure you!" And they said, 'If he be saved
from the lion, the king's destruction will be at his hand.' When the king heard this, his colour changed and his breast was straitened; but he said in
himself, 'l will be watchful and do my endeavour and suffer not the lion to eat him. It cannot be that he will kill me, and indeed the astrologers
lied.".? ? ?? ? For the longing that abideth in my heart is hard to bear. Fare with me, then, to my loved one. Answer nothing, but obey..7. Noureddin
Ali and the Damsel Enis el Jelis xxxiv.The merchant believed her and she took leave of him and went away, leaving in his heart a thousand regrets,
for that the love of her had gotten possession of him and he knew not how he should win to her; wherefore he abode enamoured, love-distraught,
unknowing if he were alive or dead. As soon as she was gone, he shut his shop and going up to the Court, went in to the Chief Cadi and saluted
him. The magistrate returned his salutation and entreated him with honour and seated him by his side. Then said Alaeddin to him, "I cometo thee, a
suitor, seeking thine alliance and desiring the hand of thy noble daughter.” "O my lord merchant," answered the Cadi, "indeed my daughter
beseemeth not the like of thee, neither sorteth she with the goodliness of thy youth and the pleasantness of thy composition and the sweetness of
thy discourse;" but Alaeddin rejoined, saying, "This talk behoveth thee not, neither isit seemly in thee; if | be content with her, how should thisirk
thee?' So they came to an accord and concluded the treaty of marriage at a dower precedent of five purses (257) paid down then and there and a
dower contingent of fifteen purses, (258) so it might be uneath unto him to put her away, forasmuch as her father had given him fair warning, but
he would not be warned..? ? ? ? ? Whilere, the verses that | made it was thy wont to flout, Saying, "No passer by the way (105) hath part in me or
mine..The Fourth Day..When the king heard these tidings of Aamir, he sent for him and let bring him before him; and when he entered his
presence, he kissed the earth and saluted and showed forth his breeding and greeted him with the goodliest of compliments. The king bade him
raise his head and questioned him of hislord El Abbas; whereupon he acquainted him with his tidings and told him that which had betided him
with King Zuheir and of the army that was become at his commandment and of the spail that he had gotten. Moreover, he gave him to know that El
Abbas was coming on the morrow, and with him more than fifty thousand cavaliers, obedient to his commandment. When the king heard his
speech, he bade decorate Baghdad and commanded [the inhabitants] to equip themselves with the richest of their apparel, in honour of the coming
of El Abbas. Moreover, he sent to give King El Aziz the glad tidings of his son's return and acquainted him with that which he had heard from the
prince's servant.. There was once a man who was exceeding cautious over himself, and he set out one day on ajourney to aland abounding in wild
beasts. The caravan wherein he was came by night to the gate of a city; but the warders refused to open to them; so they passed the night without
the city, and there were lions there. The man aforesaid, of the excess of his caution, could not fix upon a place wherein he should pass the night, for
fear of the wild beasts and reptiles; so he went about seeking an empty place wherein he might lie..89. Mesrour and Ibn el Caribi ccexcix.Khalif, El
Mamoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant of Cairo and the Favourite of the, iii. 171..1f, in his own land, midst his folk, abjection and despite,
ii. 196..? ??? ? Drink of the first-run wine, that shows as very flame it were, When from the pitcher 'tis outpoured, or ere the day appear..Then he
commanded one of the slave-girlsto take the lute and strike it at Aboulhusn's head, whilst the rest smote upon their instruments. [So they played
and sang,] till Aboulhusn awoke at the last of the night and heard the noise of lutes and tabrets and the sound of the pipes and the singing of the
dave-girls, whereupon he opened his eyes and finding himself in the palace, with the slave-girls and eunuchs about him, exclaimed, 'Thereis no
power and no virtue but in God the Most High, the Supreme! Verily, | am fearful of the hospital and of that which | suffered therein aforetime, and
| doubt not but the Devil is come to me again, as before. O my God, put thou Satan to shame!" Then he shut his eyes and laid his head in his Sleeve
and fell to laughing softly and raising his head [bytimes], but [still] found the apartment lighted and the girls singing..Then she went up into the
house and put off her [walking] clothes and | found her as she were the full moon. | brought her what | had by me of meat and drink and said to her,
'O my lady, excuse me: thisisthat which isready.' Quoth she, 'Thisis abundant kindness and indeed it iswhat | sought' And she ate and gave the
dave-girl that which was left; after which | brought her a casting-bottle of rose-water, mingled with musk, and she washed her hands and abode
with metill the season of afternoon-prayer, when she brought out of the parcel that she had with her a shirt and trousers and an upper garment (176)
and a kerchief wroughten with gold and gave them to me; saying, 'Know that | am one of the favourites of the Khalif, and we are forty favourites,
each one of whom hath alover who cometh to her as often as she would have him; and none is without alover save myself, wherefore | came forth
to-day to find me agallant and behold, | have found thee. Thou must know that the Khalif lieth each night with one of us, whilst the other
nine-and-thirty favourites take their ease with the nine-and-thirty men, and | would have thee be with me on such aday, when do thou come up to
the palace of the Khalif and wait for me in such a place, till alittle eunuch come out to thee and say to thee a[certain] word, to wit, "Art thou
Sendel?' And do thou answer, "Yes," and go with him.".As an instance of the extreme looseness with which the book was edited, | may observe
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that the first four Vols. were published without tables of contents, which were afterwards appended en bloc to the fifth Volume. The state of
corruption and incoherence in which the printed Text was placed before the public by the two learned Editors, who were responsible for its
production, is such as might well drive atranslator to despair: the uncorrected errors of the press would alone fill avolume and the verse especially
is so corrupt that one of the most laborious of English Arabic scholars pronounced its tranglation a hopeless task. | have not, however, in any single
instance, allowed myself to be discouraged by the difficulties presented by the condition of the text, but have, to the best of my ability, rendered
into English, without abridgment or retrenchment, the whole of the tales, prose and verse, contained in the Breslau Edition, which are not found in
those of Calcutta (1839-42) and Boulac. In this somewhat ungrateful task, | have again had the cordial assistance of Captain Burton, who has (asin
the case of my "Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night") been kind enough to look over the proofs of my translation and to whom | beg once
more to tender my warmest thanks..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Ox and the Ass.There was once, in the parts of Khorassan, a man of the affluent of the
country, who was a merchant of the chiefest of the merchants and was blessed with two children, a son and a daughter. He was assiduous in rearing
them and making fair their education, and they grew up and throve after the goodliest fashion. He used to teach the boy, who taught his sister all
that he learnt, so that the girl became perfect in the knowledge of the Traditions of the Prophet and in polite letters, by means of her brother. Now
the boy's name was Selim and that of the girl Selma. When they grew up and waxed, their father built them a mansion beside his own and lodged
them apart therein and appointed them slave-girls and servants to tend them and assigned unto each of them pensions and allowances and all that
they needed of high and low, meat and bread and wine and raiment and vessels and what not else. So Selim and Selma abode in that mansion, as
they were one soul in two bodies, and they used to sleep on one couch; and rooted in each one's heart was love and affection and familiar friendship
[for the other of them]..69. The Water-Carrier and the Goldsmith's Wife dcliv.?THE THIRD OFFICER'S STORY .After that | tarried till three days
had elapsed, when 1 went to the bath and changing my clothes, betook myself to her house, but found the door locked and covered with dust. So |
questioned the neighbours of her and they said, "This house hath been empty these many days; but three days agone there came awoman with an
ass, and yesternight, at eventide, she took her gear and went away." So | turned back, confounded in my wit, and every day [after this, for many a
day,] | inquired of the inhabitants [of the street] concerning her, but could light on no tidings of her. And indeed | marvelled at the eloquence of her
tongue and [the readiness of] her speech; and thisis the most extraordinary of that which hath betided me.".111. The Pilgrim and the Old Woman
who dwelt in the Desert cccexxxiv.So he abode in this employ, till he had sowed and reaped and threshed and winnowed, and all was sheer in his
hand and the owner appointed neither inspector nor overseer, but relied altogether upon him. Then he bethought himself and said, ' _|_* misdoubt
me the owner of this grain will not give me my due; so | were better take of it, after the measure of my hire; and if he give me my due, | will restore
him that which | have taken.' So he took of the grain, after the measure of that which fell to him, and hid it in aprivy place. Then he carried the rest
to the old man and meted it out to him, and he said to him, 'Come, take [of the grain, after the measure of] thy hire, for which | agreed with thee,
and sell it and buy with the price clothes and what not else; and though thou abide with me half a score years, yet shall thou still have this wage and
I will acquit it to thee thus." Quoth the merchant in himself, 'Indeed, | have done afoul thing in that | look it without his leave.".Quoth En Numan,
"What prompted thee to keep faith, the case being as thou sayest?' "O king," answered the Arab, "it was my religion.” And En Numan said, "What
isthy religion?" "The Christian," replied the other. Quoth the king, "Expound it unto me." [So the Tai expounded it to him] and En Numan became
aChristian. (174).When his sister Selma heard what he said, she could no longer contain herself, but cast herself upon him and discovered to him
her case. When he knew her, he threw himself upon her [and lay without life] awhile; after which he came to himself and said, 'Praised be God, the
Bountiful, the Beneficent!" Then they complained to each other of that which they had suffered for the anguish of separation, whilst Selim's wife
abode wondered at this and Selma's patience and constancy pleased her. So she saluted her and thanked her for her fashion, saying, 'By Allah, O
my lady, all that we arein of gladnessis of thy blessing alone; so praised be God who hath vouchsafed us thy sight!" Then they abode al threein
joy and happiness and delight three days, sequestered from the folk; and it was bruited abroad in the city that the king had found his brother, who
was lost years agone..Old Woman and the Draper's Wife, The, ii. 55..Porter, Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the, iii. 199.Whenas the soul desireth
one other than its peer, ii 207..? ?? ? ? Sandhill (132) and down (133) betwixt there blooms a yellow willow-flower, (134) Pomegranate-blossoms
(135) and for fruits pomegranates (136) that doth bear..Presently, the old woman came in to her and saw her sitting at Aboulhusn's head, weeping
and lamenting; and when she saw the old woman, she cried out and said to her, " See what hath betided me! Indeed, Aboulhusn is dead and hath |eft
me aone and forlorn!" Then she cried out and tore her clothes and said to the old woman, "O my mother, how good he was!" Quoth the other,
"Indeed thou art excused, for thou wast used to him and he to thee." Then she considered what Mesrour had reported to the Khalif and the Lady
Zubeideh and said to her, "Indeed, Mesrour goeth about to sow discord between the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh." "And what is the [cause of]
discord, O my mother?" asked Nuzhet el Fuad. "O my daughter," answered the old woman, "Mesrour came to the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh
and gave them news of thee that thou wast dead and that Aboulhusn was well. "And Nuzhet el Fuad said to her, "O my aunt, | was with my lady
but now and she gave me a hundred dinars and a piece of silk; and now see my condition and that which hath befallen me! Indeed, | am bewildered,
and how shall | do, and | alone, forlorn? Would God | had died and he had lived!"." Away with him from me! Who is at the door?" "Kutheiyir

palace, knowst thou not that I, to look on thee, The world have traversed, far and wide, o'er many a hill and plain?.? ? ? ? ? Peace upon thee! Ah,
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how bitter were the severance from thee! Be not thisthy troth-plight's ending nor the last of our delight!.The crown of the flow'retsam 1, in the

instantly of God we've craved to be vouchsafed your sight..? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Enchanted Y outh vii 3. The Porter and the Three Ladies of
Baghdad ix.Then they accosted the owner of the ass and chaffered with him and he said, 'l will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' They
offered him athousand dirhems; but he refused and swore that he would not sell the ass but for that which he had said. They ceased not to add to
their bidding, till the price reached five thousand dirhems, whilst their fellow still said, 'l will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' The
money-changer counselled him to sell, but he would not do this and said to him, 'Harkye, gaffer! Thou hast no knowledge of this ass's case.
Concern thyself with silver and gold and what pertaineth thereto of change and exchange; for indeed the virtue of this ass passeth thy
comprehension. To every craft its craftsman and to every means of livelihood itsfolk.".? ? ? ? ? f. King Bekhtzeman cccclxi.When she had made an
end of her song, Queen Es Shuhba arose and said, ‘Never heard | from any the like of this." And she drew Tuhfeh to her and fell to kissing her. Then
she took leave of her and flew away; and all the birds took flight with her, so that they walled the world; whilst the rest of the kings tarried
behind..Then they drank till they were drunken, and when they had taken leave [of their wits], the host turned to me and said, "Thou dealtest not
friendly with him who sought an alms of thee and thou saidst to him, '"How loathly thou art!™ | considered him and behold, he was the lophand who
had accosted mein my pleasaunce. So | said, "O my lord, what is this thou sayest?' And he answered, saying, "Wait; thou shall remember it." So
saying, he shook his head and stroked his beard, whilst | sat down for fear. Then he put out his hand to my veil and shoes and laying them by his
side, said to me, "Sing, O accursed one!" So | sang till | was weary, whilst they occupied themselves with their case and intoxicated themselves and
their heat redoubled. (136) Presently, the doorkeeper came to me and said, "Fear not, O my lady; but, when thou hast a mind to go, let me know."
Quoth I, "Thinkest thou to delude me?' And he said, "Nay, by Allah! But | have compassion on thee for that our captain and our chief purposeth
thee no good and methinketh he will slay thee this night." Quoth | to him, "An thou be minded to do good, now isthetime." And he answered,
saying, "When our chief riseth to do his occasion and goeth to the draught-house, | will enter before him with the light and |eave the door open; and
do thou go whithersoever thou wilt.".When the king heard this, he said, "Restore him to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair;
for that deliberation in affairsis advisable and the slaughter of this[youth] shall not escape [us].".When she had made an end of her song, Sherareh
was moved to exceeding delight and drinking off her cup, said to her, 'Well done, O gift of hearts!' Then she ordered her an hundred dresses of
brocade and an hundred thousand dinars and passed the cup to Queen Wekhimeh. Now she had in her hand somewhat of blood-red anemone; so
she took the cup from her sister and turning to Tuhfeh, said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on this.' Quoth she, 'l hear and obey,’ and improvised the

or nill..When the king returned from his journey, he questioned his vizier of the affairs of his kingdom and the latter answered, 'All iswell, O king,
save avile matter, which | have discovered here and wherewith | am ashamed to confront the king; but, if | hold my peace thereof, | fear lest other
than | discover it and | [be deemed to] have played traitor to the king in the matter of my [duty of] loya warning and my trust." Quoth Dabdin,
'Speak, for thou art none other than atruth-teller, atrusty one, aloyal counsellor in that which thou sayest, undistrusted in aught.' And the vizier
said, 'O king, this woman to whose love thy heart cleaveth and of whose piety thou talkest and her fasting and praying, | will make plain to thee
that thisis craft and guile.’ At this, the king was troubled and said, 'What isto do? 'Know," answered the vizier, 'that some days after thy departure,
one came to me and said to me, "Come, O vizier, and look." So | went to the door of the [queen's] sleeping-chamber and beheld her sitting with
Aboulkhair, her father's servant, whom she favoureth, and she did with him what she did, and this is the manner of that which | saw and
heard.".Thus," continued Shehrzad, "none is safe from the calamities of fortune and the vicissitudes of time, and [in proof of thig], | will relate unto
thee yet another story still rarer and more extraordinary than this. Know, O King, that one said to me, ‘A friend of mine, a merchant, told me the
following story. Quoth he,.Then they told the damsel, who came forth and looked upon him and knew him not. But he knew her; so he bowed his
head and wept. She was moved to compassion for him and gave him somewhat and returned to her place, whilst the youth returned with the
stewardess to the chamberlain and told him that she wasin the king's house, whereat he was chagrined and said, 'By Allah, | will assuredly contrive
adevicefor her and deliver her!" Whereupon the youth kissed his hands and feet. Then he turned to the old woman and bade her change her apparel
and her favour. Now this old woman was goodly of speech and nimble of wit; so he gave her costly and delicious perfumes and said to her, 'Get
theeto the king's slave girls and sell them these [perfumes] and make thy way to the damsel and question her if she desire her master or not.' So the
old woman went out and making her way to the palace, went in to the damsel and drew near her and recited the following verses:..? ????b. The

STORY ..????? For the uses of food | was fashioned and made; The hands of the noble me wrought and inlaid..? ? ??? c. The Third Voyage of
Sindbad the Sailor.Poets, The Khalif Omar ben Abdulaziz and the, i. 45..0One day, there came a ship and in it a merchant from their own country,
who knew them and rejoiced in them with an exceeding joy and clad them in goodly apparel. Moreover, he acquainted them with the manner of the
treachery that had been practised upon them and counselled them to return to their own land, they and he with whom they had made friends, (254)
assuring them that God the Most High would restore them to their former estate. So the king returned and the folk joined themselves to him and he
fell upon his brother and his vizier and took them and clapped them in prison..When Belekhsha had made an end of her verses, all present were
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moved to delight and El Abbas said to her, "Well done, O damsel!" Then he bade the fifth damsel come forward and sing. Now she was from the
land of Syriaand her name was Rihaneh; she was surpassing of voice and when she appeared in an assembly, all eyes were fixed upon her. So she
came forward and taking the rebeck (for that she was used to play upon [all manner] instruments) improvised and sang the following verses..Two
months after this occurrence, there came to me one of the Cadi's officers, with a scroll, wherein was the magistrate's writ, summoning me to him.
So | accompanied the officer and went in to the Cadi, whereupon the plaintiff, to wit, he who had taken out the summons, sued me for two
thousand dirhems, avouching that | had borrowed them of him as the woman's agent. (117) | denied the debt, but he produced against me a bond for
the amount, attested by four of those who were in company [on the occasion]; and they were present and bore witness to the loan. So | reminded
them of my kindness and paid the amount, swearing that | would never again follow awoman's counsel. Is not this marvellous?.Meanwhile, the
eunuch betook himself, he and the horsemen, to her father and said to him, "O my lord, the king is beholden to thee for many years' service and
thou hast not failed him aday of the days; and now, behold, he hath taken thy daughter against thy wish and without thy permission.” And he
related to him what had passed and how the king had taken her by force. When Isfehend heard the eunuch's story, he was exceeding wroth and
assembling many troops, said to them, "Whenas the king was occupied with his women [and concerned not himself with the affairs of his
kingdom], we took no reck of him; but now he putteth out his hand to our harem; wherefore methinketh we should do well to look us out a place,

this while Meimoun's eye was upon her and presently he said to her, 'Harkye, Tuhfeh! Sing to me.' But Queen Zelzeleh cried out at him and said,
‘Desist, O Meimoun. Thou sufferest not Tuhfeh to pay heed unto us.' Quoth he, 'l will have her sing to me." And words waxed between them and
Queen Zelzeleh cried out at him. Then she shook and became like unto the Jinn and taking in her hand a mace of stone, said to him, '‘Out on thee!
What art thou that thou shouldst bespeak us thus? By Allah, but for the king's worship and my fear of troubling the session and the festival and the
mind of the Sheikh Iblis, | would assuredly beat the folly out of thy head!" When Meimoun heard these her words, he rose, with the fire issuing
from his eyes, and said, 'O daughter of Imlac, what art thou that thou shouldst outrage me with the like of thistalk? 'Out on thee, O dog of the Jinn,’
replied she, 'knowest thou not thy place? So saying, sheran at him and offered to strike him with the mace, but the Sheikh Iblis arose and casting
his turban on the ground, said, 'Out on thee, O Meimoun! Thou still dost with us on this wise. Wheresoever thou art present, thou troubl eth our lifel
Canst thou not hold thy peace till thou goest forth of the festival and this bride-feast (222) be accomplished? When the circumcision is at an end
and ye all return to your dwelling-places, then do as thou wilt. Out on thee, O Meimoun! Knowest thou not that Imlac is of the chiefs of the Jinn?
But for my worship, thou shouldst have seen what would have betided thee of humiliation and punishment; but by reason of the festival none may
speak. Indeed thou exceedest: knowest thou not that her sister Wekhimeh is doughtier than any of the Jinn? Learn to know thyself: hast thou no
regard for thy life?.Then she cast the lute from her hand and wept till she made the Lady Zubeideh weep, and she said to her, "O Sitt el Milah,
methinks he whom thou lovest is not in thisworld, for that the Commander of the Faithful hath sought him in every place, but hath not found him."
Whereupon the damsel arose and kissing the Lady Zubeideh's hands, said to her, "O my lady, if thou wouldst have him found, | have arequest to
make to thee, wherein thou mayst accomplish my occasion with the Commander of the Faithful." Quoth the princess, "And what isit?' "It is,"
answered Sitt el Milah, "that thou get me leave to go forth by myself and go round about in quest of him three days, for the adage saith, 'She who
mourneth for herself is not the like of her who is hired to mourn.’ (29) If | find him, I will bring him before the Commander of the Faithful, so he
may do with uswhat he will; and if I find him not, | shall be cut off from hope of him and that which iswith me will be assuaged." Quoth the Lady
Zubeideh, "I will not get thee leave from him but for awhole month; so be of good heart and cheerful eye." Whereupon Sitt el Milah was glad and
rising, kissed the earth before her once more and went away to her own place, rejoicing..Then said El Aziz to the King of Baghdad, "I would fain
speak aword to thee; but do thou not exclude from us those who are present. If thou consent unto my wish, that which is ours shall be thine and
that which isincumbent on thee shall be incumbent on us, (121) and we will be to thee a mighty aid against all enemies and opposites." Quoth Ins
ben Cais, "Say what thou wilt, O King, for indeed thou excellest in speech and attainest [the mark] in that which them sayest" So El Aziz said to
him," | desire that thou give thy daughter Mariyeh in marriage to my son El Abbas, for thou knowest that wherewithal he is gifted of beauty and
loveliness and brightness and perfection and how he beareth himself in the frequentation of the valiant and his constancy in the stead of smiting and
thrusting." "By Allah, O king," answered Ins ben Cais, "of my love for Mariyeh, | have appointed her disposal to bein her own hand; wherefore,
whomsoever she chooseth of the folk, | will marry her to him.".So the youth returned to his house, and indeed the world was grown black in his
eyes and he said, 'My father said sooth.' Then he opened the chamber door and piling up the bricks under his feet, put the rope about his neck and
kicked away the bricks and swung himself off; whereupon the rope gave way with him [and he fell] to the ground and the ceiling clove in sunder
and there poured down on him wealth galore, So he knew that his father meant to discipline (226) him by means of this and invoked God's mercy
on him. Then he got him again that which he had sold of lands and houses and what not else and became once more in good case. Moreover, his
friends returned to him and he entertained them some days..Lackpenny and the Cook, The, i. 9..Now the uncl€'s son of the king of the city had
aforetime disputed [the kingship] with him, and the people misliked the king; but God the Most High decreed that he should get the better of his
cousin. However, jealousy of him abode in his heart and he acquainted the vizier, who hid it not and sent [him] money. Moreover, hefell to
summoning [all strangers who came to the town], man after man, and questioning them of their faith and their worldly estate, and whoso answered
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him not [to hisliking], he took his good. (231) Now a certain wealthy man of the Muslims was on ajourney and it befell that he arrived at that city
by night, unknowing what was to do, and coming to the ruin aforesaid, gave the old woman money and said to her, 'No harm upon thee.'
Whereupon she lifted up her voice and prayed [for him], He set down his merchandise by her [and abode with her] the rest of the night and the next
day..?????c. The Sparrow and the Eagle clii.Damascusis all gardens decked for the pleasance of the eyes; For the seeker there are black-eyed

and said to him, 'Know, O Razi, that | will not leave thee till after ten days and their nights, wherein | will wake and sleep by thy grave. So arise
and be not afool.' But he answered him not and El Merouzi [drew his knife and] fell to sticking it into the other's hands and feet, thinking to make
him move; but [he stirred not and] he presently grew weary of this and concluded that the sharper was dead in good earnest. [However, he still
misdoubted of the case] and said in himself, 'Thisfellow is dissembling, so he may enjoy al the money.' Therewith he addressed himself to prepare
him [for burial] and bought him perfumes and what [not else] was needed. Then they brought him to the washing-place and El Merouzi came to
him and heating water till it boiled and bubbled and athird of it was wasted, (40) fell to pouring it on his skin, so that it turned red and blue and
blistered; but he abode still on one case [and stirred not]..? ?? ? ? Full many a man incited me to infidelity, But | refused, for all the talk wherewith
they set on me..Wasteful Son, The Rich Man and his, i. 252..Noureddin thanked him and they entered the slave-merchant's house. When the people
of the house saw Abou Nuwas, they rose to do him worship, for that which they knew of his station with the Commander of the Faithful. Moreover,
the slave-dealer himself came up to them with two chairs, and they seated themselves thereon. Then the slave-merchant went into the house and
returning with the slave-girl, as she were awillow-wand or a bamboo-cane, clad in a vest of damask silk and tired with a black and white turban,
the ends whereof fell down over her face, seated her on a chair of ebony; after which quoth he to those who were present, "1 will discover to you a
face asit were afull moon breaking forth from under a cloud." And they said, "Do so0." So he unveiled the damsel's face and behold, she was like
the shining sun, with comely shape and day-bright face and slender [waist and heavy] hips; brief, she was endowed with elegance, the description
whereof existeth not, [and was] even as saith of her the poet:.Presently, the chief workman came to the palace and sought an audience of the king,
who bade admit him. So he entered and kissing the earth, saluted him with a salutation beseeming kings and said, "O king of the time and lord of
the age and the day, may felicity endure unto thee and acceptance and be thy rank exalted over al the kings both morning and evening! (58) The
work of the bath is accomplished, by the king's fair fortune and the eminence of his magnanimity, (59) and indeed we have done all that behoved us
and there remaineth but that which behoveth the king." El Aziz ordered him a sumptuous dress of honour and expended monies galore, giving unto
each who had wroughten, after the measure of his work. Then he assembled in the bath al the grandees of his state, amirs and viziers and
chamberlains and lieutenants, and the chief officers of his realm and household, and sending for his son El Abbas, said to him,"O my son, | have
builded thee a bath, wherein thou mayst take thy pleasance; so enter thou therein, that thou mayst seeit and divert thyself by gazing upon it and
viewing the goodliness of its ordinance and decoration.” "With all my heart," replied the prince and entered the bath, he and the king and the folk
about them, so they might divert themselves with viewing that which the workmen's hands had wroughten..? ? ? ? ? My patience underneath the
loss of friends and folk With pallor's sorry garb hath clad me, comrades dear..Son, The Rich Man and his Wasteful, i. 252..So the chamberlain went
about that which he needed and assembling hiswife's kinsfolk, said to them, 'l am resolved to put away my wife." They took thisill of him and
complained of him and summoning him before the king, sat pleading with him. Now the king had no knowledge of that which had passed; so he
said to the chamberlain, "Why wilt thou put her away and how can thy soul consent unto this and why takest thou unto thyself a goodly piece of
land and after forsakest it? 'May God amend the king!" answered the husband. '‘By Allah, O king, | saw therein the track of the lion and fear to enter
the land, lest the lion devour me; and indeed the like of my affair with her is that which befell between the old woman and the draper's wife.' 'What
istheir story? asked the king; and the chamberlain said, 'Know, O king, that. Then came forward the fourteenth officer and said, 'Know that the
story | haveto tell is pleasanter and more extraordinary than this; and it is as follows..9. Kemerezzeman and Budour ccxviii.Now the magistrate
knew of the theft of the pearls; so he bade clap the merchant in prison. Accordingly they imprisoned him and flogged him, and he abode in the
prison awhole year, till, by the ordinance of God the Most High, the Master of Police arrested one of the divers aforesaid and imprisoned him in
the prison where the merchant lay. He saw the latter and knowing him, questioned him of his case; whereupon he told them his story and that
which had befallen him, and the diver marvelled at the sorriness of his luck. So, when he came forth of the prison, he acquainted the Sultan with the
merchant's case and told him that it was he who had given him the pearls. The Sultan bade bring him forth of the prison and questioned him of his
story, whereupon he told him all that had befallen him and the Sultan pitied him and assigned him alodging in his own palace, together with an

dcccexvi.When the king heard his chamberlain's story, he was confounded and abashed and said to him, 'Abide on thy wonted service and till thy
land, for that the lion entered it, but marred it not, and he will never more return thither.' (61) Then he bestowed on him a dress of honour and made
him a sumptuous present; and the man returned to his wife and people, rejoicing and glad, for that his heart was set at rest concerning hiswife.
Nor," added the vizier, "O king of the age, isthisrarer or more extraordinary than the story of the fair and lovely woman, endowed with amorous
grace, with the foul-favoured man.”.The Tenth Night of the Month..Now IImeddin Senjer was at that time Master of Police and he was a man of
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experience, well versed in affairs: so the king sent for him and when he came before him, he discovered to him that which wasin his mind. Quoth
Ilmeddin Senjer, 'l will do my endeavour for that which our lord the Sultan seeketh.' Then he arose and returning to his house, summoned the
captains of the watch and the lieutenants of police and said to them, 'Know that | purpose to marry my son and make him a bride-feast, and it is my
wish that ye assemble, al of you, in one place. | also will be present, | and my company, and do ye relate that which ye have heard of extraordinary
occurrences and that which hath betided you of experiences.’ And the captains and sergeants and agents of police made answer to him, saying, ‘'Itis
well: in the name of God! We will cause thee see all this with thine eyes and hear it with thine ears.’ Then the master of police arose and going up
to El Melik ez Zahir, informed him that the assembly would take place on such aday at his house; and the Sultan said, ‘It iswell,' and gave him

putting off that which was upon them of harness of war, came before El Abbas and tendered him allegiance and sued for his protection. So he held
his hand from them and bade them gather together the spoils. Then he took the riches and the slaves and the camels, and they all became his
liege-men and his retainers, to the number (according to that which is said) of fifty thousand horse. Moreover, the folk heard of him and flocked to
him from all sides; whereupon he divided [the spoil amongst them] and gave gifts and abode thus three days, and there came presents to him. Then
he bade set out for Akil's abiding-place; so they fared on six days and on the seventh day they came in sight of the camp. El Abbas bade his man
Aamir forego him and give Akil the glad news of his cousin's coming. So he rode on to the camp and going in to Akil, gave him the glad news of
Zuheir's daughter and the conquest of histribe..The vizier's story pleased the king and he bade depart to his dwelling..When they knew that there
was left him no estate that the king might covet, they feared lest he be brought to release him, by the incidence of the vizier's [good] counsel upon
the king's heart, and he return to his former case, so should their plots be marred and their ranks degraded, for that they knew that the king would
have need of that which he had known from that man nor would forget that wherewith he was familiar in him. Now it befell that a certain man of
corrupt purpose (78) found away to the perversion of the truth and a means of glozing over falsehood and adorning it with a semblance of
fair-seeming and there proceeded from him that wherewith the hearts of the folk were occupied, and their minds were corrupted by hislying tales;
for that he made use of Indian subtleties and forged them into a proof for the denial of the Maker, the Creator, extolled be His might and exalted be
He! Indeed, God is exalted and magnified above the speech of the deniers. He avouched that it is the planets (79) that order the affairs of all
creatures and he set down twelve mansions to twelve signs [of the Zodiac] and made each sign thirty degrees, after the number of the days of the
month, so that in twelve mansions there are three hundred and threescore [degrees], after the number of the days of the year; and he wrought a
scheme, wherein he lied and was an infidel and denied [God]. Then he got possession of the king's mind and the enviers and haters aided him
against the vizier and insinuated themselvesinto his favour and corrupted his counsel against the vizier, so that he suffered of him that which he
suffered and he banished him and put him away..There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, in the city of Baghdad, the Abode of
Peace, aking mighty of estate, lord of understanding and beneficence and liberality and generosity, and he was strong of sultanate and endowed
with might and majesty and magnificence. His name was Ins ben Cais ben Rebiya es Sheibani, (47) and when he took horse, there rode unto him
[warriors] from the farthest parts of the two Iraks. (48) God the Most High decreed that he should take to wife awoman hight Afifeh, daughter of
Ased es Sundusi, who was endowed with beauty and grace and brightness and perfection and justness of shape and symmetry; her face was like
unto the new moon and she had eyes as they were gazelle's eyes and an aquiline nose like the crescent moon. She had learned horsemanship and the
use of arms and had thoroughly studied the sciences of the Arabs; moreover, she had gotten by heart all the dragomanish (49) tongues and indeed
she was a ravishment to mankind..Accordingly, the hangman took him and bringing out the knife, offered to cut off his hand, what while El Muradi
said to him, "Cut and sever the bone and sear (24) it not for him, so he may lose his blood and we be rid of him." But Ahmed, he who had af oretime
been the means of his deliverance, sprang up to him and said, "O folk, fear God in [your dealings with] this youth, for that | know his affair from
first to last and he is void of offence and guiltless. Moreover, he is of the folk of condition, (25) and except ye desist from him, | will go up to the
Commander of the Faithful and acquaint him with the case from first to last and that the youth is guiltless of crime or offence." Quoth El Muradi,
"Indeed, we are not assured from his mischief." And Ahmed answered, "Release him and commit him to me and | will warrant you against his
affair, for ye shall never see him again after this." So they delivered Noureddin to him and he took him from their hands and said to him, "O youth,
have compassion on thyself, for indeed thou hast fallen into the hands of these folk twice and if they lay hold of thee athird time, they will make an
end of thee; and [in dealing thus with thee], | aim at reward and recompense for thee (26) and answered prayer.” (27).When thou comest to the
house, begin by searching the roofs; then search the closets and cabinets; and if thou find nought, humble thyself unto the Cadi and make a show of
abjection and feign thyself defeated, and after stand at the door and look as if thou soughtest a place wherein to make water, for that thereis a dark
corner there. Then come forward, with a heart stouter than granite, and lay hold upon ajar of the jars and raise it from its place. Thou wilt find
under it the skirt of aveil; bring it out publicly and call the prefect in aloud voice, before those who are present. Then open it and thou wilt find it
full of blood, exceeding of redness, (103) and in it [thou wilt find also] awoman's shoes and a pair of trousers and somewhat of linen." When |
heard this from her, | rose to go out and she said to me, "Take these hundred dinars, so they may advantage thee; and thisis my guest-gift to thee."
So | took them and bidding her farewell, returned to my lodging..? ? ? ? ?t. The Sandalwood Merchant and the Sharpers dcceexcviii.We sat down
and | looked at him who had opened the door to us, and behold he was lopped of the hand. | misliked this of him, and when | had sat alittle longer,
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there entered a man, who filled the lampsin the saloon and lit the candles; and behold, he also was handlopped. Then came the folk and there
entered none except he were lopped of the hand, and indeed the house was full of these. When the assembly was compl ete, the host entered and the
company rose to him and seated him in the place of honour. Now he was none other than the man who had fetched me, and he was clad in
sumptuous apparel, but his hands were in his sleeves, so that | knew not how it was with them. They brought him food and he ate, he and the
company; after which they washed their hands and the host fell to casting furtive glances at me..105. Ali Noureddin and the Frank King's Daughter
dccexxxi.Then said he to them one day, "There was with us bread and the locusts ate it; so we put in its place a stone, a cubit long and the like
broad, and the locusts came and gnawed away the stone, because of the smell of the bread.' Quoth one of his friends (and it was he who had given
him the lie concerning the dog and the bread and milk), ‘Marvel not at this, for mice do more than that.' And he said, 'Go to your houses. In the days
of my poverty, | wasaliar [when | told you] of the dog's climbing upon the shelf and eating the bread and spoiling the milk; and to-day, for that |
amrich again, | say sooth [when | tell you] that locusts devoured a stone a cubit long and a cubit broad.' They were confounded at his speech and
departed from him; and the youth's good flourished and his case was amended. (227) Nor," added the vizier,"is this stranger or more extraordinary
than the story of the king's son who fell in love with the picture.". Then said she to him, 'When the king saw him and questioned thee of him, what
saidst thou to him? And he answered, 'l said to him, "Thisisthe son of anurse who belonged to us. We left him little and he grew up; so | brought
him, that he might be servant to the king,"' Quoth she, 'Thou didst well." And she charged him to be instant in the service of the prince. Asfor the
king, he redoubled in kindness to the eunuch and appointed the youth aliberal allowance and he abode going in to the king's house and coming out
therefrom and standing in his service, and every day he grew in favour with him; whilst, as for Shah Khatoun, she used to stand a-watch for him at
the windows and bal conies and gaze upon him, and she on coals of fire on his account, yet could she not speak..Then he bade lodge him near
himself and was bountiful to him and took him apart and said to him, '‘Expound to me the story of the phial and whence then knewest that the water
therein was that of a man, and he a stranger and a Jew, and that his ailment wasindigestion? ' It iswell,' answered the weaver. ' Thou must know
that we people of Persia are skilled in physiognomy (23) and | saw the woman to be rosy-cheeked, blue-eyed and tall. Now these attributes belong
to women who are enamoured of a man and are distraught for love of him; (24) moreover, | saw her consumed [with anxiety]; wherefore | knew
that the patient was her husband. Asfor his strangerhood, | observed that the woman's attire differed from that of the people of the city, wherefore |
knew that she was a stranger; and in the mouth of the phial | espied ayellow rag, (25) whereby | knew that the patient was a Jew and she a Jewess.
Moreover, she came to me on the first day [of the week]; (26) and it is the Jews' custom to take pottages (27) and meats that have been dressed
overnight (28) and eat them on the Sabbath day, (29) hot and cold, and they exceed in eating; wherefore indigestion betideth them. On thiswise |
was directed and guessed that which thou hast heard.".? ? ? ? ? Could they who reproach me but see my sufferings, their hearts would relent; They'd
marvel, indeed, at my case and the loss of my loved ones bewail..? ? ? ? ? Let destiny with loosened rein its course appointed fare And lie thou
down to sleep by night, with heart devoid of care;.Now he had no treasure; but the thief believed him not and insisted upon him with threats and
blows. When he saw that he got no profit of him, he said to him, 'Swear by the oath of divorce from thy wife (247) [that thou hast nothing].' So he
swore and hiswife said to him, 'Out on thee! Wilt thou divorce me? I's not the treasure buried in yonder chamber? Then she turned to the thief and
conjured him to multiply blows upon her husband, till he should deliver to him the treasure, concerning which he had sworn falsely. So he drubbed
him grievously, till he carried him to a certain chamber, wherein she signed to him that the treasure was and that he should take it up..One day my
master said to me, '‘Knowest thou not some art or handicraft? And | answered, saying, ‘O my lord, | am amerchant and know nought but traffic.'
Quoth he, 'Knowest thou how to shoot with abow and arrows? And | replied, 'Yes, | know that.' So he brought me a bow and arrows and mounting
me behind him on an elephant, set out with me, at the last of the night, and fared on till we came to aforest of great trees; whereupon he made me
climb ahigh and stout tree and giving me the bow and arrows, said to me, 'Sit here, and when the elephants come hither by day, shoot at them, so
haply thou shalt hit one of them; and if any of them fall, come at nightfall and tell me." Then he went away and left me trembling and fearful. |
abode hidden in the tree till the sun rose, when the elephants came out and fared hither and thither among the trees, and | gave not over shooting at
them with arrows, till | brought down one of them. So, at eventide, | went and told my master, who rejoiced in me and rewarded me; then he came
and carried away the dead elephant..When the Baghdadis saw this succour that had betided them against their enemies [and the victory that El
Abbas had gotten them], they turned back and gathering together the spoils [of the defeated host], arms and treasures and horses, returned to
Baghdad, victorious, and all by the valour of El Abbas. Asfor Saad, he foregathered with the prince, and they fared on in company till they cameto
the place where El Abbas had taken horse, whereupon the latter dismounted from his charger and Saad said to him, "O youth, wherefore alightest
thou in other than thy place? Indeed, thy due isincumbent upon us and upon our Sultan; so go thou with us to the dwellings, that we may ransom
thee with our souls." "O Amir Saad," replied El Abbas, "from this place | took horse with thee and herein is my lodging. So, God on thee, name me

us was; We feared no enemies' despite, no envious neighbour's hate..Then | sang and the captain said, "It is good," Quoth I, "Nay, but thou art
loathly." He looked at me and said, "By Allah, thou shalt never more scent the odour of the world!" But his comrades said to him, "Do it not," and
appeased him, till he said, "If it must be so, she shall abide here awhole year, not going forth." And | said, "I am content to submit to whatsoever
pleaseth thee. If | have erred, thou art of those to whom pertaineth clemency.” He shook his head and drank, then arose and went out to do his
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occasion, what while his comrades were occupied with what they were about of merry-making and drunkenness and sport. So | winked to my
fellows and we dlipped out into the corridor. We found the door open and fled forth, unveiled and knowing not whither we went; nor did we halt till
we had |eft the house far behind and happened on a cook cooking, to whom said I, "Hast thou a mind to quicken dead folk?' And he said, "Come
up." So we went up into the shop, and he said, 'Lie down." Accordingly, we lay down and he covered us with the grass, (137) wherewith he was
used to kindle [the fire] under the food..Foul-favoured Man and his Fair Wife, The, ii. 61..? ? ?? ? | rede thee vaunt thee not of praise from us, for
lo! Even as adocktailed cur thou art esteemed of me..? ?? ? ? Those who our parting plotted our sev'rance still delights; The spies, for fearful
prudence, their wish of us attain..As for the woman, whenas the man went out from her, she resolved to depart; so she went forth, saying in herself,
"There is no journeying for me in woman's attire.' Then she donned men's apparel, such asisworn of the pious, and set out and wandered over the
earth; nor did she leave going till she entered a certain city. Now the king of that city had an only daughter in whom he gloried and whom he loved,
and she saw the devotee and deeming her a pilgrim youth, said to her father, 'l would fain have this youth take up his abode with me, so | may learn
of him wisdom and renunciation and religion.' Her father rejoiced in this and commanded the [supposed] pilgrim to take up his sojourn with his
daughter in his palace. Now they were in one place and the king's daughter was strenuous to the utterest in continence and chastity and nobility of
mind and magnanimity and devotion to the worship of God; but the ignorant slandered her (5) and the folk of the realm said, 'The king's daughter
loveth the pilgrim youth and he loveth her.".? ? ? ? ? Between mine eyes and wake ye have your dwelling-place, and thus My tears flow on
unceasingly, my sighs know no relent..Sixth Officer's Story, The, ii. 146..So she sent for him in private and said to him, 'l purpose to do thee a
service, so thou canst but keep a secret.' He promised her all that she desired and she discovered to him her secret in the matter of her daughter,
saying, 'l will marry thee to her and commit to thee the governance of her affair and make thee king and ruler over this city.' He thanked her and
promised to uphold all that she should order him, and she said to him, 'Go forth to such an one of the neighbouring provinces privily.' So he went
forth and on the morrow she made ready bales and gear and presents and bestowed on him a great matter, all of which they loaded on the backs of

fortune fair, Slender of shape and charming all with her seductive air..Quoth Ishac, 'Indeed, this was of thy fair fortune. By Allah, | know not that
which thou knowest in this craft!" Then he arose and going to a chest, brought out therefrom striped clothes of great price, netted with jewels and
great pearls, and said to her, 'In the name of God, don these, O my lady Tuhfeh.' So she arose and donned those clothes and veiled herself and went
up [with Ishac] to the palace of the Khalifate, where he made her stand without, whilst he himself went in to the Commander of the Faithful (with
whom was Jaafer the Barmecide) and kissing the earth before him, said to him, 'O Commander of the Faithful, | have brought thee a damsel, never
saw eyes her like for excellence in singing and touching the lute; and her name is Tuhfeh." (186) 'And where," asked Er Reshed, 'is this Tuhfeh,
who hath not her like in the world? Quoth Ishac, 'Y onder she stands, O Commander of the Faithful;' and he acquainted the Khalif with her case
from first to last. Then said Er Reshid, 'It isamarvel to hear thee praise adave-girl after this fashion. Admit her, so we may see her, for that the
morning may not be hidden.'
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