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CONSERVATIONS FOR FREEDOMS CAUSE
Fortune its arrows all, through him I love, let fly, iii. 31..Son and his Governor, Story of the Man of Khorassan, his, i. 218.The Fifth Night of the

Month.My flower a marvel on your heads doth show, ii. 254..Then said he to them one day, 'There was with us bread and the locusts ate it; so we

put in its place a stone, a cubit long and the like broad, and the locusts came and gnawed away the stone, because of the smell of the bread.' Quoth

one of his friends (and it was he who had given him the lie concerning the dog and the bread and milk), 'Marvel not at this, for mice do more than

that.' And he said, 'Go to your houses. In the days of my poverty, I was a liar [when I told you] of the dog's climbing upon the shelf and eating the

bread and spoiling the milk; and to-day, for that I am rich again, I say sooth [when I tell you] that locusts devoured a stone a cubit long and a cubit

broad.' They were confounded at his speech and departed from him; and the youth's good flourished and his case was amended. (227) Nor," added

the vizier,"is this stranger or more extraordinary than the story of the king's son who fell in love with the picture.".When Galen heard this, he

ordered the weaver the amount of his wife's dowry and bade him pay it to her and divorce her. Moreover, he forbade him from returning to the

practice of physic and warned him never again to take to wife a woman of better condition than himself; and he gave him his spending-money and

bade him return to his [former] craft. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary or rarer than the story of the two sharpers who cozened

each his fellow.".? ? ? ? ? Look at the moss-rose, on its branches seen, Midmost its leafage, covered all with green..So she arose and tearing her

clothes, went in to the king, in the presence of the viziers, and cast herself upon him, saying, "O king, falleth my shame not upon thee and fearest

thou not reproach? Indeed, this is not of the behoof of kings that their jealousy over their women should be thus [laggard]. Thou art heedless and all

the folk of the realm prate of thee, men and women. So either slay him, that the talk may be cut off, or slay me, if thy soul will not consent to his

slaughter." Thereupon the king's wrath waxed hot and he said to her, "I have no pleasure in his continuance [on life] and needs must I slay him this

day. So return to thy house and comfort thy heart.".Bihzad, Story of Prince, i. 99..She abode with Ins ben Cais twelve years, during which time he

was blessed with no children by her; wherefore his breast was straitened, by reason of the failure of lineage, and he besought his Lord to vouchsafe

him a child. Accordingly the queen conceived, by permission of God the Most High; and when the days of her pregnancy were accomplished, she

gave birth to a maid-child, than whom never saw eyes a goodlier, for that her face was as it were a pure pearl or a shining lamp or a golden (50)

candle or a full moon breaking forth of a cloud, extolled be the perfection of Him who created her from vile water (51) and made her a delight to

the beholders! When her father saw her on this wise of loveliness, his reason fled for joy, and when she grew up, he taught her the art of writing

and polite letters (52) and philosophy and all manner of tongues. So she excelled the folk of her time and overpassed her peers; (53) and the sons of

the kings heard of her and all of them desired to look upon her..? ? ? ? ? c. Hemmad the Bedouin's Story cxliv.The Fifth Day.Now he had with him

nought wherewithal he might cover himself; so he wrapped himself up in one of the rugs of the mosque [and abode thus till daybreak], when the

Muezzins came and finding him sitting in that case, said to him, "O youth, what is this plight?" Quoth he, "I cast myself on your hospitality,

imploring your protection from a company of folk who seek to kill me unjustly and oppressively, without cause." And [one of] the Muezzin[s] said,

"Be of good heart and cheerful eye." Then he brought him old clothes and covered him withal; moreover, he set before him somewhat of meat and

seeing upon him signs of gentle breeding, said to him, "O my son, I grow old and desire thee of help, [in return for which] I will do away thy

necessity." "Hearkening and obedience," answered Noureddin and abode with the old man, who rested and took his ease, what while the youth [did

his service in the mosque], celebrating the praises of God and calling the faithful to prayer and lighting the lamps and filling the ewers (28) and

sweeping and cleaning out the place..118. The Jewish Cadi and his Pious Wife cccclxv.Then said the Khalif to her, "I lie and my eunuch lieth, and

thou liest and thy waiting-woman lieth; so methinks we were best go, all four of us together, that we may see which of us telleth the truth." Quoth

Mesrour, "Come, let us go, that I may put this ill-omened old woman to shame (37) and deal her a sound drubbing for her lying." And she

answered him, saying, "O dotard, is thy wit like unto my wit? Indeed, thy wit is as the hen's wit." Mesrour was incensed at her words and would

have laid violent hands on her, but the Lady Zubeideh warded him off from her and said to him, "Her sooth-fastness will presently be distinguished

from thy sooth-fastness and her leasing from thy leasing.".? ? ? ? ? All, all, for thy sweet sake, I left; ay, I forsook Aziz, my sire, and those akin to

me that hight.A sun of beauty she appears to all who look on her, iii. 191..Woman accused of Lewdness, The Pious, ii. 5...? ? ? ? ? How long shall I

anights distracted be for love Of thee? How long th' assaults of grief and woes abide?.125. The Muslim Champion and the Christian Lady

cccclxxiv.A friend of mine once invited me to an entertainment; so I went with him, and when we came into his house and sat down on his couch,

he said to me, "This is a blessed day and a day of gladness, and [blessed is] he who liveth to [see] the like of this day. I desire that thou practise

with us and deny (124) us not, for that thou hast been used to hearken unto those who occupy themselves with this." (125) I fell in with this and

their talk happened upon the like of this subject. (126) Presently, my friend, who had invited me, arose from among them and said to them,

"Hearken to me and I will tell you of an adventure that happened to me. There was a certain man who used to visit me in my shop, and I knew him

not nor he me, nor ever in his life had he seen me; but he was wont, whenever he had need of a dirhem or two, by way of loan, to come to me and

ask me, without acquaintance or intermediary between me and him, [and I would give him what he sought]. I told none of him, and matters abode

thus between us a long while, till he fell to borrowing ten at twenty dirhems [at a time], more or less..40. The Khalif El Mamoun and the Strange

Doctor cccvi.When it was the third day, the third vizier came in to the king and said to him, "O king, delay not the affair of this youth, for that his
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deed hath caused us fall into the mouths of the folk, and it behoveth that thou slay him presently, so the talk may be estopped from us and it be not

said, 'The king saw on his bed a man with his wife and spared him.'"* The king was chagrined by this speech and bade bring the youth. So they

brought him in shackles, and indeed the king's anger was roused against him by the speech of the vizier and he was troubled; so he said to him, "O

base of origin, thou hast dishonoured us and marred our repute, and needs must I do away thy life from the world." Quoth the youth, "O king, make

use of patience in all thine affairs, so wilt thou attain thy desire, for that God the Most High hath appointed the issue of patience [to be] in

abounding good, and indeed by patience Abou Sabir ascended from the pit and sat down upon the throne." "Who was Abou Sabir," asked the king,

"and what is his story?" And the youth answered, saying, "O king,.When Er Razi heard this, he said, 'Yonder wittol lusteth after my wife; but I will

do him a mischief.' Then he rushed in upon them, and when El Merouzi saw him, he marvelled at him and said to him, 'How didst thou make thine

escape?' So he told him the trick he had played and they abode talking of that which they had collected from the folk [by way of alms], and indeed

they had gotten great store of money. Then said El Merouzi, 'Verily, mine absence hath been prolonged and fain would I return to my own country.'

Quoth Er Rasi,' As thou wilt;' and the other said, 'Let us divide the money we have gotten and do thou go with me to my country, so I may show

thee my tricks and my fashions.' 'Come to-morrow,' replied Er Razi, 'and we will divide the money.'.When the king had departed on his journey, the

vizier said in himself, 'Needs must I look upon this damsel whom the king loveth with all this love.' So he hid himself in a place, that he might look

upon her, and saw her overpassing description; wherefore he was confounded at her and his wit was dazed and love got the mastery of him, so that

he said to her, saying, 'Have pity on me, for indeed I perish for the love of thee.' She sent back to him, saying, 'O vizier, thou art in the place of trust

and confidence, so do not thou betray thy trust, but make thine inward like unto thine outward (113) and occupy thyself with thy wife and that

which is lawful to thee. As for this, it is lust and [women are all of] one taste. (114) And if thou wilt not be forbidden from this talk, I will make

thee a byword and a reproach among the folk.' When the vizier heard her answer, he knew that she was chaste of soul and body; wherefore he

repented with the utmost of repentance and feared for himself from the king and said, 'Needs must I contrive a device wherewithal I may destroy

her; else shall I be disgraced with the king.'.? ? ? ? ? Fawn of the palace, knowst thou not that I, to look on thee, The world have traversed, far and

wide, o'er many a hill and plain?.?STORY OF THE SHARPER AND THE MERCHANTS..?STORY OF THE IDIOT AND THE SHARPER..It is

told that there was once, in the city of Baghdad, a comely and well-bred youth, fair of face, tall of stature and slender of shape. His name was

Alaeddin and he was of the chiefs of the sons of the merchants and had a shop wherein he sold and bought One day, as he sat in his shop, there

passed by him a girl of the women of pleasure, (253) who raised her eyes and casting a glance at the young merchant, saw written in a flowing hand

on the forepart (254) of the door of his shop, these words, "VERILY, THERE IS NO CRAFT BUT MEN'S CRAFT, FORASMUCH AS IT

OVERCOMETH WOMEN'S CRAFT." When she beheld this, she was wroth and took counsel with herself, saying, "As my head liveth, I will

assuredly show him a trick of the tricks of women and prove the untruth of (255) this his inscription!".? ? ? ? ? Thou whose desire possesseth my

soul, the love of whom Hold on my reins hath gotten and will not let me free,.Tuhfet el Culoub and Er Reshid, ii. 203..? ? ? ? ? Ask mine eyes

whether slumber hath lit on their lids since the hour of your loss Or if aye on a lover they've looked. Nay, an ye believe not their tale,.46. The

Sharper of Alexandria and the Master of Police cccxli.? ? ? ? ? d. The Lover's Trick against the Chaste Wife dlxxx.46. The Loves of Budour and

Jubeir ben Umeir dlxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? A fire in mine entrails burns, than which the fire of the hells denounced For sinners' torment less scathing is: it

seeketh me to slay..One day, there came a traveller and seeing the picture, said, 'There is no god but God! My brother wrought this picture.' So the

king sent for him and questioned him of the affair of the picture and where was he who had wrought it. 'O my lord,' answered the traveller, 'we are

two brothers and one of us went to the land of Hind and fell in love with the king's daughter of the country, and it is she who is the original of the

portrait. In every city he entereth, he painteth her portrait, and I follow him, and long is my journey.' When the king's son heard this, he said,'Needs

must I travel to this damsel.' So he took all manner rarities and store of riches and journeyed days and nights till he entered the land of Hind, nor

did he win thereto save after sore travail. Then he enquired of the King of Hind and he also heard of him..When the princess heard this her

slave-girl's report, she wept and lamented and was like to depart the world. Then she clave to her pillow and said, "O Shefikeh, I will instruct thee

of somewhat that is not hidden from God the Most High, and it is that thou watch over me till God the Most High decree the accomplishment of

His commandment, and when my days are ended, take thou the necklace and the mantle that El Abbas gave me and return them to him. Indeed, I

deem not he will live after me, and if God the Most High decree against him and his days come to an end, do thou give one charge to shroud us and

bury us both in one grave.".29. Maan ben Zaideh and the three Girls dxxxii.Sailor and Hindbad the Porter, Sindbad the, iii. 199..The Merciful dyed

me with that which I wear, ii. 245..When the king heard this, he was certified that the youth was his very son; so he cried out at the top of his voice

and casting himself upon him, embraced him and wept and said, "Had I put thee to death, as was my intent, I should have died of regret for thee."

Then he cut his bonds and taking his crown from his head, set it on that of his son, whereupon the people raised cries of joy, whilst the trumpets

sounded and the drums beat and there befell a great rejoicing. They decorated the city and it was a glorious day; the very birds stayed their flight in

the air, for the greatness of the clamour and the noise of the crying. The army and the folk carried the prince [to the palace] in magnificent

procession, and the news came to his mother Behrjaur, who came forth and threw herself upon him. Moreover, the king bade open the prison and

bring forth all who were therein, and they held high festival seven days and seven nights and rejoiced with a mighty rejoicing; whilst terror and

silence and confusion and affright fell upon the viziers and they gave themselves up for lost..? ? ? ? ? So, by Allah, O richest of all men in charms,
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Vouchsafe to a lover, who's bankrupt well-nigh.There was once a man who was exceeding cautious over himself, and he set out one day on a

journey to a land abounding in wild beasts. The caravan wherein he was came by night to the gate of a city; but the warders refused to open to

them; so they passed the night without the city, and there were lions there. The man aforesaid, of the excess of his caution, could not fix upon a

place wherein he should pass the night, for fear of the wild beasts and reptiles; so he went about seeking an empty place wherein he might lie..I was

once an officer in the household of the Amir Jemaleddin El Atwesh El Mujhidi, who was invested with the governance of the Eastern and Western

districts, (107) and I was dear to his heart and he concealed from me nought of that which he purposed to do; and withal he was master of his

reason. (108) It chanced one day that it was reported to him that the daughter of such an one had wealth galore and raiment and jewels and she

loved a Jew, whom every day she invited to be private with her, and they passed the day eating and drinking in company and he lay the night with

her. The prefect feigned to give no credence to this story, but one night he summoned the watchmen of the quarter and questioned them of this.

Quoth one of them, "O my lord, I saw a Jew enter the street in question one night; but know not for certain to whom he went in." And the prefect

said, "Keep thine eye on him henceforth and note what place he entereth." So the watchman went out and kept his eye on the Jew..Then he

conferred on him a dress of honour and engaged to him for the completion of the dowry and sent to his father, giving him the glad news and

comforting his heart with [the tidings of] his son's safety; after which he said to Bihzad, Arise, O my son, and go to thy father.' 'O king,' rejoined

the prince, 'complete thy kindness to me by [hastening] my going-in to my wife; for, if I go back to my father, till he send a messenger and he

return, promising me, the time will be long.' The king laughed and marvelled at him and said to him, 'I fear for thee from this haste, lest thou come

to shame and attain not thy desire.' Then he gave him wealth galore and wrote him letters, commending him to the father of the princess, and

despatched him to them. When he drew near their country, the king came forth to meet him with the people of his realm and assigned him a

handsome lodging and bade hasten the going-in of his daughter to him, in compliance with the other king's letter. Moreover, he advised the prince's

father [of his son's coming] and they busied themselves with the affair of the damsel..When the vizier returned to the king, the latter sought of him

the story of the man whose caution slew him and be said, "Know, O august king, that.Term, Of the Appointed, i. 147..? ? ? ? ? What is there in the

tents? Their burdens are become A lover's, whose belov'd is in the litters' shrined..Pease on thee! Would our gaze might light on thee once more! ii.

89..Now there was in his neighbourhood a poor man, who had a slave-girl of surpassing beauty and loveliness, and the youth became enamoured of

her and suffered grief and concern for the love of her and her loveliness, so that he was like to perish for passion; and she also loved him with a

love yet greater than his love for her. So she called an old woman who used to visit her and acquainted her with her case, saying, 'An I foregather

not with him, I shall die.' The old woman promised her that she would do her endeavour to bring her to her desire; so she veiled herself and

repairing to the young man, saluted him and acquainted him with the girl's case, saying, 'Her master is a covetous man; so do thou invite him [to

thy lodging] and tempt him with money, and he will sell thee the damsel.'.90. The Apples of Paradise dclxxvi.143. Ibrahim of Mosul and the Devil

dclxxxvii.?STORY OF THE RICH MAN WHO GAVE HIS FAIR DAUGHTER IN MARRIAGE TO THE POOR OLD MAN..? ? ? ? ? Oft for

thy love as I would be consoled, my yearning turns To-thee- ward still and my desires my reason still gainsay..One day, as I was thus feigning

sleep, I felt a hand in my lap, and in it a magnificent purse. So I seized the hand and behold, it was that of a fair woman. Quoth I to her, "O my

lady, who art thou?" And she said, "Rise [and come away] from here, that I may make myself known to thee." So I arose and following her, fared

on, without tarrying, till she stopped at the door of a lofty house, whereupon quoth I to her,"O my lady, who art thou? Indeed, thou hast done me

kindness, and what is the reason of this?" "By Allah," answered she, "O Captain Mum, I am a woman on whom desire and longing are sore for the

love of the daughter of the Cadi Amin el Hukm. Now there was between us what was and the love of her fell upon my heart and I agreed with her

upon meeting, according to possibility and convenience. But her father Amin el Hukm took her and went away, and my heart cleaveth to her and

love-longing and distraction are sore upon me on her account.".When the boy saw what the treasure-seeker had done with him he committed his

affair to God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) and abode perplexed concerning his case and said, 'How bitter is this death!' For that

indeed the world was darkened on him and the pit was blinded to him. So he fell a-weeping and saying, 'I was delivered from the lion and the

thieves and now is my death [appointed to be] in this pit, where I shall die lingeringly.' And he abode confounded and looked for nothing but death.

As he pondered [his affair], behold, he heard a sound of water running with a mighty noise; so he arose and walked in the pit, following after the

sound, till he came to a corner and heard the mighty running of water. So he laid his ear to the sound of the current and hearing it a great strength,

said in himself, 'This is the running of a mighty water and needs must I die in this place, be it to-day or to-morrow; so I will cast myself into the

water and not die a lingering death in this pit.'.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Ox and the Ass.Then she sent to acquaint her father with this; whereupon the

king called Abou Temam to him and said to him, 'Thou camest not but to see my daughter. Why, then, hast thou not looked upon her?' Quoth Abou

Temam, 'I saw everything.' And the king said, 'Why didst thou not take somewhat of that which thou sawest of jewels and the like? For they were

set for thee.' But he answered, 'It behoveth me not to put out my hand to aught that is not mine.' When the king heard his speech, he gave him a

sumptuous dress of honour and loved him exceedingly and said to him, 'Come, look at this pit.' So Abou Temam went up [to the mouth of the pit]

and looked, and behold, it was full of heads of men; and the king said to him, 'These are the heads of ambassadors, whom I slew, for that I saw

them without loyalty to their masters, and I was used, whenas I saw an ambassador without breeding, (123) to say, "He who sent him is less of

breeding than he, for that the messenger is the tongue of him who sendeth him and his breeding is of his master's breeding; and whoso is on this
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wise, it befitteth not that he be akin to me." (124) So, because of this, I used to put the messengers to death; but, as for thee, thou hast overcome us

and won my daughter, of the excellence of thy breeding; so be of good heart, for she is thy master's.' Then he sent him back to king Ilan Shah with

presents and rarities and a letter, saying, 'This that I have done is in honour of thee and of thine ambassador.'.99. The Three Unfortunate Lovers

ccccix.When the king heard this from the vizier, he bade him go away [and he withdrew to his house]..Say, by the lightnings of thy teeth and thy

soul's pure desire, iii. 19..? ? ? ? ? So, O Aamir, haste thy going, e'en as I do, so may I Heal my sickness and the draining of the cup of love essay;.?

? ? ? ? Full many a man incited me to infidelity, But I refused, for all the talk wherewith they set on me..28. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the

Barber-surgeon cclxxiii.Noureddin fell to kissing his hand and calling down blessings on him and said to him, "Know that I am a stranger in this

your city and the completion of kindness is better than the beginning thereof; wherefore I beseech thee of thy favour that thou complete to me thy

good offices and kindness and bring me to the gate of the city. So will thy beneficence be accomplished unto me and may God the Most High

requite thee for me with good!" ["Fear not,"] answered Ahmed; "no harm shall betide thee. Go; I will bear thee company till thou come to thy place

of assurance." And he left him not till he brought him to the gate of the city and said to him, "O youth, go in the safeguard of God and return not to

the city; for, if they fall in with thee [again], they will make an end of thee." Noureddin kissed his hand and going forth the city, gave not over

walking till he came to a mosque that stood in one of the suburbs of Baghdad and entered therein with the night..10. The Enchanted Horse

ccxlir.Two Kings and the Vizier's Daughters, The, iii. 145.On this wise, O King Shah Bekht," continued the vizier, "is the issue of eagerness for

[the goods of] the world and covetise of that which our knowledge embraceth not; indeed, [whoso doth thus] shall perish and repent Nor, O king of

the age, (added he) is this story more extraordinary than that of the sharper and the merchants.".?STORY OF THE FOUL-FAVOURED MAN

AND HIS FAIR WIFE..75. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Haroun er Reshld and Zubeideh ccclxxxviii.Meanwhile, Queen Kemeriyeh and her

company sailed on, without ceasing, till they came under the palace wherein was Tuhfeh, to wit, that of Meimoun the Sworder; and by the

ordinance of destiny, Tuhfeh herself was then sitting on the belvedere of the palace, pondering the affair of Haroun er Reshid and her own and that

which had befallen her and weeping for that she was doomed to slaughter. She saw the ship and what was therein of those whom we have named,

and they in mortal guise, and said, 'Alas, my sorrow for yonder ship and the mortals that be therein!' As for Kemeriyeh and her company, when

they drew near the palace, they strained their eyes and seeing Tuhfeh sitting, said, 'Yonder sits Tuhfeh. May God not bereave [us] of her!' Then

they moored their ship and making for the island, that lay over against the palace, spread carpets and sat eating and drinking; whereupon quoth

Tuhfeh, 'Welcome and fair welcome to yonder faces! These are my kinswomen and I conjure thee by Allah, O Jemreh, that thou let me down to

them, so I may sit with them awhile and make friends with them and return.' Quoth Jemreh, 'I may on no wise do that.' And Tuhfeh wept. Then the

folk brought out wine and drank, what while Kemeriyeh took the lute and sang the following verses:.When her husband heard this, he said to her,

'What is thy name and what are the names of thy father and mother?' She told him their names and her own, whereby he knew that it was she whose

belly he had slit and said to her, 'And where are thy father and mother?' 'They are both dead,' answered she, and he said, 'I am that journeyman who

slit thy belly.' Quoth she, 'Why didst thou that?' And he replied, 'Because of a saying I heard from the wise woman.' 'What was it?' asked his wife,

and he said, 'She avouched that thou wouldst play the harlot with a hundied men and that I should after take thee to wife.' Quoth she, 'Ay, I have

whored it with a hundred men, no more and no less, and behold, thou hast married me.' 'Moreover,' continued her husband, 'the wise woman

foresaid, also, that thou shouldst die, at the last of thy life, of the bite of a spider. Indeed, her saying hath been verified of the harlotry and the

marriage, and I fear lest her word come true no less in the matter of thy death.'.? ? ? ? ? Yea, all my passion and desire and love-longing in verse,

As pearls in goodly order strung it were, I did enshrine..? ? ? ? ? l. The Three Men and our Lord Jesus dcccci.?STORY OF THE MAN WHO WAS

LAVISH OF HIS HOUSE AND HIS VICTUAL TO ONE WHOM HE KNEW NOT..So Belehwan the froward abode king in his father's room and

his affairs prospered, what while the young Melik Shah lay in the underground dungeon four full-told years, till his charms faded and his favour

changed. When God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) willed to relieve him and bring him forth of the prison, Belehwan sat one day

with his chief officers and the grandees of his state and discoursed with them of the story of King Suleiman Shah and what was in his heart. Now

there were present certain viziers, men of worth, and they said to him, 'O king, verily God hath been bountiful unto thee and hath brought thee to

thy wish, so that thou art become king in thy father's stead and hast gotten thee that which thou soughtest. But, as for this boy, there is no guilt in

him, for that, from the day of his coming into the world, he hath seen neither ease nor joyance, and indeed his favour is faded and his charms

changed [with long prison]. What is his offence that he should merit this punishment? Indeed, it is others than he who were to blame, and God hath

given thee the victory over them, and there is no fault in this poor wight.' Quoth Belehwan, 'Indeed, it is as ye say; but I am fearful of his craft and

am not assured from his mischief; belike the most part of the folk will incline unto him.' 'O king,' answered they, 'what is this boy and what power

hath he? If thou fear him, send him to one of the frontiers.' And Belehwan said, 'Ye say sooth: we will send him to be captain over such an one of

the marches.'.El Abbas from Akil his stead is come again, iii. 108..Eleventh Officer's Story, The, ii. 175..On this wise he continued to do for the

space of a whole year, till, one day, as he sat on the bridge, according to his custom, expecting who should come to him, so he might take him and

pass the night with him, behold, [up came] the Khalif and Mesrour, the swordsman of his vengeance, disguised [in merchants' habits] as of their

wont. So he looked at them and rising up, for that he knew them not, said to them, "What say ye? Will you go with me to my dwelling-place, so ye

may eat what is ready and drink what is at hand, to wit, bread baked in the platter (8) and meat cooked and wine clarified?" The Khalif refused this,
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but he conjured him and said to him, "God on thee, O my lord, go with me, for thou art my guest this night, and disappoint not my expectation

concerning thee!" And he ceased not to press him till he consented to him; whereat Aboulhusn rejoiced and going on before him, gave not over

talking with him till they came to his [house and he carried the Khalif into the] saloon. Er Reshid entered and made his servant abide at the door;

and as soon as he was seated, Aboulhusn brought him somewhat to eat; so he ate, and Aboulhusn ate with him, so eating might be pleasant to him.

Then he removed the tray and they washed their hands and the Khalif sat down again; whereupon Aboulhusn set on the drinking vessels and

seating himself by his side, fell to filling and giving him to drink and entertaining him with discourse..The company marvelled at this story with the

utmost wonderment, and the eleventh officer rose and said, 'I know a story yet rarer than this: but it happened not to myself..Presently, her brothers

returned, whereupon the old man acquainted them with the whole case and said to them, "O my sons, know that your sister purposed not aught but

good, and if ye slay this man, ye will earn abiding reproach and ye will wrong him, ay, and wrong yourselves and your sister, to boot; for indeed

there appeareth no cause [of offence] such as calleth for slaughter, and it may not be denied that this incident is a thing the like whereof may well

betide and that he may well have been baffled by the like of this chance." Then he turned to me and questioned me of my lineage; so I set forth to

him my genealogy and he said, "A man of equal rank, honourable [and] understanding." And he offered me [his daughter in] marriage. I consented

to him of this and marrying her, took up my abode with him and God the Most High hath opened on me the gates of weal and fortune, so that I am

become the most abounding in substance of the folk of the tribe; and He hath stablished me in that which He hath given me of His bounties.'.? ? ? ?

? j. The Two Kings dccccix.? ? ? ? ? And unto Irak fared, my way to thee to make, And crossed the stony wastes i' the darkness of the night..Four

sharpers once plotted against a money-changer, a man of abounding wealth, and agreed upon a device for the taking of somewhat of his money. So

one of them took an ass and laying on it a bag, wherein was money, lighted down at the money-changer's shop and sought of him change for the

money. The money- changer brought out to him the change and bartered it with him, whilst the sharper was easy with him in the matter of the

exchange, so he might give him confidence in himself. [As they were thus engaged,] up came the [other three] sharpers and surrounded the ass; and

one of them said, '[It is] he,' and another said, 'Wait till I look at him.' Then he fell to looking on the ass and stroking him from his mane to his

crupper; whilst the third went up to him and handled him and felt him from head to tail, saying, ' Yes, [it is] in him.' Quoth another, ['Nay,] it is not

in him.' And they gave not over doing the like of this..When the king heard this, he said in himself, "Since the tither repented, in consequence of the

admonitions [of the woodcutter], it behoves that I spare this vizier, so I may hear the story of the thief and the woman." And he bade Er Rehwan

withdraw to his lodging..God keep the days of love-delight! How passing sweet they were! ii. 96.? ? ? ? ? Yea, he thou lov'st shall be hard-hearted,

recking not Of fortune's turns or fate's caprices, in his pride..When he heard her words, the dregs of the drunkenness wrought in him and he

imagined that he was indeed a Turk. So he went out from her and putting his hand to his sleeve, found therein a scroll and gave it to one who read it

to him. When he heard that which was written in the scroll, his mind was confirmed in the false supposition; but he said in himself, 'Maybe my

wife seeketh to put a cheat on me; so I will go to my fellows the fullers; and if they know me not, then am I for sure Khemartekeni the Turk.' So he

betook himself to the fullers and when they espied him afar off, they thought that he was one of the Turks, who used to wash their clothes with

them without payment and give them nothing..The folk flocked about them, to divert themselves with watching the play, and they called the

bystanders to witness of the wager and fell a-playing. El Abbas forbore the merchant, so he might lead him on, and procrastinated with him awhile;

and the merchant won and took of him the hundred dinars. Then said the prince, "Wilt thou play another game?" And the other answered, "O youth,

I will not play again, except it be for a thousand dinars." Quoth the prince, "Whatsoever thou stakest, I will match thy stake with the like thereof."

So the merchant brought out a thousand dinars and the prince covered them with other thousand. Then they fell a-playing, but El Abbas was not

long with him ere he beat him in the square of the elephant, (77) nor did he leave to do thus till he had beaten him four times and won of him four

thousand dinars..Then he sat down again upon the throne of his kingship, whilst the vizier stood before him, and they returned to their former

estate, but they had nought of the [goods of the world]. So the king said to his vizier, 'How shall we avail to abide in this city, and we in this state of

poverty?' And he answered, 'Be at thine ease and have no concern.' Then he singled out one of the soldiers (255) and said to him, 'Send us thy

service (256) for the year.' Now there were in the city fifty thousand subjects (257) and in the hamlets and villages a like number; and the vizier

sent to each of these, saying, 'Let each of you get an egg and lay it under a hen.' So they did this and it was neither burden nor grievance to

them..Presently, El Abbas cried out at Hudheifeh a cry that astonied him and dealt him a blow, saying, "Take this from the hand of a champion who

feareth not the like of thee." Hudheifeh met the stroke with his shield, thinking to ward it off from him; but the sword shore the target in sunder and

descending upon his shoulder, came forth gleaming from the tendons of his throat and severed his arm at the armpit; whereupon he fell down,

wallowing in his blood, and El Abbas turned upon his host; nor had the sun departed the pavilion of the heavens ere Hudheifeh's army was in full

flight before El Abbas and the saddles were empty of men. Quoth Saad, "By the virtue of the Chosen [Prophet], whom God bless and keep, I saw

El Abbas with the blood upon his saddle pads, [in gouts] like camels' livers, smiting with the sword right and left, till he scattered them abroad in

every mountain-pass and desert; and when he turned [back to the camp], the men of Baghdad were fearful of him.".As they abode thus on the

fourth day, behold, a company of folk giving their beasts the rein and crying aloud and saying, "Quick! Quick! Haste to our rescue, O King!"

Therewithal the king's chamberlains and officers accosted them and said to them, "What is behind you and what hath befallen you?" Quoth they,

"Bring us before the king." [So they carried them to Ins ben Cais;] and when they saw him, they said to him, "O king, except thou succour us, we
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are dead men; for that we are a folk of the Benou Sheiban, (67) who have taken up our abode in the parts of Bassora, and Hudheifeh the Arab (68)

hath come down on us with his horses and his men and hath slain our horsemen and carried off our women and children; nor was one saved of the

tribe but he who fled; wherefore we crave help [first] by God the Most High, then by thy life."."There was once a king in the land of Teberistan, by

name Dadbin, and he had two viziers, called one Zourkhan and the other Kardan. The Vizier Zourkhan had a daughter, there was not in her time a

handsomer than she nor yet a chaster nor a more pious, for she was a faster, a prayer and a worshipper of God the Most High, and her name was

Arwa. Now Dadbin heard tell of her charms; so his heart clave to her and he called the vizier [her father] and said to him, 'I desire of thee that thou

marry me to thy daughter.' Quoth Zourkhan, 'Allow me to consult her, and if she consent, I will marry thee with her.' And the king said, 'Hasten

unto this.'.56. The Ruined Man who became Rich again through a Dream dcxliv.?STORY OF THE LACKPENNY AND THE COOK..THE

MERCHANT OF CAIRO AND THE FAVOURITE OF THE KHALIF EL MAMOUN EL HAKIM BI AMRILLAH. (180).Accordingly, the

hangman took him and bringing out the knife, offered to cut off his hand, what while El Muradi said to him, "Cut and sever the bone and sear (24)

it not for him, so he may lose his blood and we be rid of him." But Ahmed, he who had aforetime been the means of his deliverance, sprang up to

him and said, "O folk, fear God in [your dealings with] this youth, for that I know his affair from first to last and he is void of offence and guiltless.

Moreover, he is of the folk of condition, (25) and except ye desist from him, I will go up to the Commander of the Faithful and acquaint him with

the case from first to last and that the youth is guiltless of crime or offence." Quoth El Muradi, "Indeed, we are not assured from his mischief." And

Ahmed answered, "Release him and commit him to me and I will warrant you against his affair, for ye shall never see him again after this." So they

delivered Noureddin to him and he took him from their hands and said to him, "O youth, have compassion on thyself, for indeed thou hast fallen

into the hands of these folk twice and if they lay hold of thee a third time, they will make an end of thee; and [in dealing thus with thee], I aim at

reward and recompense for thee (26) and answered prayer." (27).? ? ? ? ? Her eye is sharper than a sword; the soul with ecstasy It takes and longing

leaves behind, that nothing may assain..? ? ? ? ? h. The Drop of Honey dcccclxxxvi
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