
Cradle Lands

CRADLE LANDS
"Frequently, symptoms appear early enough that radiation therapy in one or both eyes has a chance to succeed. Sometimes strabismus-in which one

eye diverges from the other, either inward toward the nose or outward toward the temple-can be an early sign, though more often we're alerted

when the patient reports problems with vision.".The morning that it happened, Tom Vanadium rose later than usual, shaved, showered, and then

used the telephone in Paul's downstairs study to call Max Bellini in San Francisco and to speak, as well, with authorities in both the Oregon State

Police and the Spruce Hills Police Department..Lifted from his despair by this exhilarating wrath, Junior turned away from the mirror, looking for

the bright side once more. Perhaps it was the bathroom window.."It's chilly and foggy and late, and there might be villains afoot at this hour," he

intoned with mock gravity. "The two of you are Lipscomb women now, or soon will be, and Lipscomb women never go unescorted through the

dangerous urban night.".use it. The cop was no threat to the English army, as Joan had been, but as far as Junior was concerned, the creep most

definitely deserved to be burned at the stake..From serviceway to alley to serviceway to street, into the city and the fog and the night, Junior ran

from the Cain past into the Pinchbeck future..As the paramedic shoved the gurney across the step-notched bumper, its collapsible legs scissored

down. Agnes was rolled headfirst into the ambulance..Now her mooring was Wally Lipscomb-obstetrician, pediatrician, landlord, and best

friend--who arrived halfway through the reception. As she listened to Helen Greenbaum's sales report, Celestina held Wally's hand so tightly that

had it been a plastic champagne flute, it would have cracked..By now he recognized that the man approaching from the other graveside service was

neither a Negro nor a stranger. Detective Thomas Vanadium was annoying enough to be an honorary Hackachak..By nature, she was unable to hold

fast to resentment, couldn't nurture a grudge, and was incapable of vengeance. She had forgiven even her father, who had put her through hell for

so long, who had blighted the lives of her brothers, and who had killed her mother. Forgiving was not the same as condoning. Forgiving did not

mean that you had to exonerate or forget..At first light, a nurse arrived to perform preliminary surgical prep on Barty. She pulled the boy's hair back

and captured it under a tight fitting cap. With cream and a safety razor, she shaved off his eyebrows..And God has four hundred billion billion

fingers, and He plays a really hot version of "Hawaiian Holiday..If her beautiful son was to be a prodigy of any kind, she would thank God for his

talent and would do anything she could to help him achieve his destiny..THE SUN ROSE above clouds, above fog, and with the gray day came a

silver drizzle. The city was lanced by needles of rain, and filth drained from it, swelling the gutters with a poisonous flood..When Agnes woke at

1:50 A.M., she was in the grip of a vague apprehension for which she couldn't identify a source.."As I explained, he might have thought I was you,"

Edom said, staring at the neatly ordered volumes on the nearby bookshelves..Barefoot, in midnight-blue silk pajamas, he walked through his rooms

turning on lights in a considered pattern, which he had settled upon after much thought and planning..This bond between the Lampion and White

families, which Grace had already heard about from Paul, came as news to Celestina as much as to Agnes. It inspired more reminiscences of lost

husbands and the wistful wish that Joey and Harrison could have met..Nolly finally disturbed the quiet: "Well, sir ... you're quite a psychologist.".In

the morning, at breakfast, from this calmer perspective, he looked back at his tantrum in the middle of the night and wondered if he might be in

psychological trouble. He decided not. In November and December, Junior studied arcane texts on the supernatural, went through new women at a

pace prodigious even for him, found three Bartholomews, and finished ten needlepoint pillows..Maybe the bright side was that the musician hadn't

either wet his pants or taken a dump while in his death throes. Sometimes, during a comparatively slow death like strangulation, the victim lost

control of all bodily functions. He'd read it in a novel, something from the Book-of-the-Month Club and therefore both life-enriching and reliable.

Probably not Eudora Welty. Maybe Norman Mailer. Anyway, the men's room didn't smell as fresh as a flower shop, but it didn't reek, either..The

Selective Service physician quickly declared Junior to be maimed and unfit. Quietly but with passion, Junior pleaded for a chance to prove his

value to the armed forces, but the examiner was unmoved by patriotism, interested only in keeping the cattle line of other potential draftees moving

past him at a steady pace..Everyone confronted Agnes with expressions of puzzlement and expectation, and she looked from one to another. Paul.

Maria. Francesca. Bonita. Grace. Edom. Jacob. Finally Celestina..were uniformly negative, frequently hilarious, but never as succinct and violent

as Sklent's..By air from San Francisco south to Orange County Airport, then farther south along the coast by rental car, one week in the wake of

Paul Damascus and his three charges, following directions provided by Paul, Tom Vanadium brought Wally Lipscomb to the Lampion

house..Knuckle over knuckle, snared in the web of thumb and forefinger, vanishing into the purse of the palm, secretly traversing the hand,

reappearing, knuckle over knuckle, the coin glimmered as it turned..buttery sunshine, and emerald-black where the shadows of limbs and leaves

overlay it. Fat crows as black as.During the cleaning, installation of new carpet, and painting that had followed the removal of the diarrheic pig set

loose by one of Cain's disgruntled girlfriends, the wife killer had spent a few nights in a hotel. Nolly took advantage of the opportunity to bring his

associate James Hunnicolt--Jimmy Gadget-onto the premises to provide a customized, undetectable, exterior window-latch release..Although the

Rolex was expensive, Junior cared nothing about the monetary loss. He could afford to buy an armful of Rolexes, and wear them from wrist to

shoulder..For reasons of mice and dust, doors at the Lampion house were never left ajar, let alone open this wide..And so at the age of thirty-one,

after more than twenty-eight years of blindness with a few short reprieves, Barty Lampion received the gift of sight from his ten-year-old daughter.

1996 through 2000: Day after day, the work was done in memory of Agnes Lampion, Joey Lampion, Harrison White, Seraphim White, Jacob

Isaacson, Simon Magusson, Tom Vanadium, Grace White, and most recently Wally Lipscomb, in memory of all those who had given so much and,
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though perhaps still alive in other places, were gone from here..EARTHSEA.Then he closed his eyes, held the revolver in both hands, and at

point-blank range, he shot the dead woman twice..From the public hallway on the ground level, stairs led to the upper three floors. He would be

able to hear anyone descending long before they arrived.."Search me. But I didn't tell him different. The less he knows, the better. I can't figure his

motivation, but if you were tracking this guy by his spoor, you'd want to look for the imprint of cloven hooves.".At the end of the famous sermon,

Celestina's father had wished to all well-meaning people that into their lives should fall a rain of benign effects from the kind and selfless actions of

countless Bartholomews whom they would never meet. And he assures those who are selfish or envious or lacking in compassion, or who in fact

commit acts of great evil, that their deeds will return to them, magnified beyond imagining, for they are at war with the purpose of life. If the spirit

of Bartholomew cannot enter their hearts and change them, then it will find them and mete out the terrible judgment they deserve..During the day

and then following a dinner break, the Hackachaks persisted. The hospital had never witnessed such a spectacle. Shifts changed, and new nurses

came to attend to Junior in greater numbers than necessary, using any excuse to get a glimpse of the freak show..Barty rode with his mother in her

green Chevrolet station wagon. Because the cakes, pies, and gifts were too numerous to be contained in one vehicle, Edom followed them in his

flashier yellow-and-white '54 Ford Country Squire..At the foot of the bed: a cedar chest. Four feet long, two feet wide, perhaps three high. Brass

handles..He didn't rely, either, on a sixth sense to detect obstacles or open spaces, which some blind people claimed to have. Sometimes instinct

told him that in his path was an object that ordinarily would not have been there; but as often as not, it went undetected, and unless he was using his

cane, he tripped over it. The sixth sense was greatly overrated.."-and wherever he went, between his shows, he always gave free performances at

nursing homes, schools for the deaf-"."Does my dad like Christmas?" Barty asked, sitting on the grave grass in front of the headstone..Paul stayed

with her, sometimes wincing at the ground as though the danger were there, not above-which, in a sense, it was, because impact rather than the fall

itself is the killer-and at other times putting his arms around her, staring up at the boy above. But he, too, was silent..He wanted to say: The vain,

power-mad politicians who milk cheers from ignorant crowds, the sports stars and preening actors who hear themselves called heroes and never

object, they should all wither with shame at the mention of your name. Your vision, your struggle, the years of grueling work, your enduring faith

when others doubted, the risk you took with career and reputation--it's one of the great stories of science, and I'd be honored if I could shake your

band..A pianist or saxophonist could go a long way on his talent and self instruction, but a would-be stage magician eventually needed a mentor to

reveal the most closely guarded secrets of illusion and to help him master the skills of deception needed for the highest-level prestidigitation. In a

craft practiced almost exclusively by white men, a young man.Junior decided to attend the festivities, after all, motivated by the prospect of

connecting with a woman more pliant than the Bavol Poriferan sculpture..Junior jammed on the brakes, slammed the gearshift into park, threw

open the door, and plunged from the car. He spun around to face the menace, loose gravel shifting treacherously underfoot..At first all had gone

well. Agnes, Maria, and Edom were rightly amazed. A thrill of wonder and big smiles all around the table. They were enthralled by the

astoundingly favorable fall of cards, a breathtaking mathematical improbability..The ghost cop was forty feet behind him, beyond ranks of other

pedestrians, every one of whom might as well have been faceless now, smooth and featureless from brow to chin, because suddenly Junior could

see no countenance other than that of the walking dead man. The haunting visage bobbed up and down as the grim spirit strode along, vanishing

and reappearing and then vanishing again among all the bobbing and swaying heads of the intervening multitudes..The wedding reception-big,

noisy, and joyous-spread across the three properties without fences. His mother's name was so often mentioned, her presence so strongly felt in all

the lives that she had touched, that sometimes it seemed that she was actually there with them..Whereas Paul had been confounded in his desire to

express his admiration for Salk, he was able to speak about Perri at length and with ease. Her wit, her heart, her wisdom, her kindness, her beauty,

he goodness, her courage were the threads in a narrative tapestry that Pad could have continued weaving for all the rest of his days. Since her death,

he hadn't been able to talk about her with anyone he knew, because his friends tended to focus on him, on his suffering, when he wanted them only

to understand Perri better, to realize what an exceptional person she had been. He wanted her to be remembered, after he was gone, wanted her

grace and her fortitude to be recalled and respected. She was too fine a woman to leave without a ripple in her wake, and the thought that her

memory might pass away with Paul himself was anguishing..Repressing a smirk, feigning a respectful solemnity, he dared to glance at Vanadium,

but the detective stared into Naomi's grave as though he hadn't heard the mockery-or, having heard it, didn't recognize it for what it was..Grace and

Celestina fell at once into the rhythms of kitchen work, not only brewing the coffee, but also helping Agnes with the pies.."You may be eating

yourself into an early grave, Vinnie, but poor Jacob has murdered his own soul, and that's infinitely worse.".Charmed by the vulnerability of the

young, he'd never slept with an older woman. The prospect intrigued him. She would have tricks in her repertoire that younger women were too

inexperienced to know.."I want you to adopt the baby." Before they could react, she hurried on: "I won't be twenty-one for four months yet, and

even then they might give me trouble about adopting, even though I'm her aunt, because I'm single. But if you adopt her, I'll raise her. I promise I

will. I'll take full responsibility. You don't have to worry that I'll regret it or that I'll ever want to drop her in your laps and escape the responsibility.

She'll have to be the center of my life from here on. I understand that. I accept it. I embrace it."."It was. But maybe that's not the whole story.

Anyway, we know the usual poses these guys strike, the attitudes they think are deceptive and clever. Most of them are so obvious, they might as

well just stick their willy in a light socket and save us a lot of trouble. This, however, is a new approach. Tends to make you want to believe in the

poor guy."."If Phimie wasn't here," Celestina said, "and then she came back, she was somewhere during that minute, wasn't she?".Tom said, "Now
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I'm going to add a human touch and a spiritual spin to all this. When each of us comes to a point where he has to make a significant moral decision

affecting the development of his character and the lives of others, and each time he makes the less wise choice, that's where I myself believe a new

world splits off. When I make an immoral or just a foolish choice, another world is created in which I did the right thing, and in that world, I am

redeemed for a while, given a chance to become a better version of the Tom Vanadium who lives on in the other world of the wrong choice. There

are so many worlds with imperfect Tom Vanadiums, but always someplace ... someplace I'm moving steadily toward a state of grace.".At the

stream Serrenen, where it runs within the north wall of the city, the midwife gave Otter his true name, by which he is remembered in islands far

from Havnor..quiet pool, sweet with the fragrance of jasmine. Under the huge spreading oak. Grass oiled to a glossy green by the.From the

bathroom, Junior gathered an electric razor and toiletries. He added these to the suitcases..Glass in the door next to Agnes cracked, dissolved.

Pebbly blacktop like a dragon flank of glistening scales hissed past the broken window, inches from her face..Raise high the candlestick. In spite of

the masking music, breathe shallowly and through the mouth. Remain poised, ready..Certain disbelief insulated her against immediate surprise. She

shook her head. "That's not possible.".Junior glimpsed Vanadium first in profile-and then, as the cop rode down and away, only the back of his

head. He hadn't seen this man in almost three years, yet he was instantly certain that this was no coincidental look-alike. Here went the

filthy-scabby-monkey spirit itself..If Cain had been attracted to one woman by her looks, surely he would be attracted to the other. And perhaps the

sisters shared a quality other than beauty that drew Cain with even greater power. Innocence, perhaps, or goodness: both foods for a

demon..Whether or not the visitor in the client's chair had ever known much romance, he unquestionably had experienced too much adventure and

more than his share of tragedy. Thomas Vanadium's face was a quake-rocked landscape: cracked by white scars like fault lines in a strata of

granite; the planes of brow, cheeks, and jaws canted in odd relationships to one another. The hemangioma that surrounded his right eye and

discolored his face had been with him since birth, but the awful damage to his bone structure was the work of man, not God..Ordinarily, a child of

three would be too young to learn the use of a blind man's cane, but Barty wasn't ordinary. Initially, no cane was available for such a small child, so

Barty began with a yardstick sawn off to twenty-six inches. By his last day, they had for him a custom cane, white with a black tip; the sight of it

and all that it implied brought tears to Agnes just when she thought her heart had toughened for the task ahead..Celestina didn't hear gunfire, but

she couldn't mistake the bullets for anything else when they cracked through the door..He half expected to hear Thomas Vanadium in the distance,

softly singing "Someone to Watch over Me.".No doubt thinking about the land of the big bugs, into which she had pushed Enoch Cain, which was

exactly what Barty had suddenly thought about, Angel said, "Honey, this is amazing, it's wonderful, but you've got to be careful.".The hum, the

buzz, the rattle, the grinding of machinery, power tools. Sheet steel and tougher structural steel snarling against the teeth of a metal-cutting saw..As

he'd been instructed, Vanadium felt along the return edge of the carved limestone casing to the right of the window until he located a

quarter-inch-diameter steel pin that protruded an inch. The pin was grooved to facilitate a grip. An insistent, steady pull was required, but as

promised, the thumb-turn latch on the inside disengaged..Friday night, he slept more soundly than he'd slept since coming home from the pharmacy

to discover Joshua Nunn and the paramedic in solemn silence at Perri's bedside. He didn't dream of trekking across a wasteland, neither salt flats

nor snow-whipped plains of ice, and when he woke in the morning, he felt rested in body, mind, and soul..In her arms, little Barty burbled

contentedly, unaware that his destiny supposedly included epic love, fabulous riches, and violence..After a while, a voice broke the vacuum-perfect

silence. Bob Chicane. His instructor..A half bath downstairs. Two bedrooms and a full bath on the upper floor. All deserted..At the bed, he spread

the garment across his pillow. Lying down, he pressed his face into the sweater. The sweet subtle scent of Naomi was as effective as a lullaby, and

soon he dozed off..In the bedroom, as he opened a suitcase on the bed, he saw the quarter. Shiny. Heads-up. On the nightstand..A door slammed,

and after the briefest of internal debates about whether to ize or act, Junior left Ichabod straddling the threshold. He must get to Celestina before

she reached a telephone, and then he could come back and finish moving the body..After supper in a roadside diner, Paul returned to his room and

studied a tattered map of the western United States, the latest of several he'd worn out over the years. Depending on the weather and the steepness

of the terrain, he might be able to reach Spruce Hills, Oregon, in ten days..sky grew sullen in the early twilight, and the city once more arrayed

itself in the red gesso and gold leaf that had indirectly illuminated Celestina's apartment ceiling the previous night..Not one day in anyone's life, so

her father taught, is an uneventful day, no day without profound meaning, no matter how dull and boring it might seem, no matter whether you are

a seamstress or a queen, a shoeshine boy or a movie star, a renowned philosopher or a Downs syndrome child. Because in every day of your life,

there are opportunities to perform little kindnesses for others, both by conscious acts of will and unconscious example. Each smallest act of

kindness-even just words of hope when they are needed, the remembrance of a birthday, a compliment that engenders a smile-reverberates across

great distances and spans of time, affecting lives unknown to the one whose generous spirit was the source of this good echo, because kindness is

passed on and grows each time it's passed, until a simple courtesy becomes an act of selfless courage years later and far away. Likewise, each small

meanness, each thoughtless expression of hatred, each envious and bitter act, regardless of how petty, can inspire others, and is therefore the seed

that ultimately produces evil fruit, poisoning people whom you have never met and never will. All human lives are so profoundly and intricately

entwined-those dead, those living, those generations yet to come-that the fate of all is the fate of each, and the hope of humanity rests in every heart

and in every pair of hands. Therefore, after every failure, we are obliged to strive again for success, and when faced with the end of one thing, we

must build something new and better in the ashes, just as from pain and grief, we must weave hope, for each of us is a thread critical to the
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strength-to the very survival-of the human tapestry. Every hour in every life contains such often-unrecognized potential to affect the world that the

great days for which we, in our dissatisfaction, so often yearn are already with us; all great days and thrilling possibilities are combined always in

this momentous day..During the past week, Junior had undertaken quiet background research on the prestidigitator with a badge. The cop was

unmarried. He lived alone, so this bold visit entailed no risk..All these punctures in the wall. Gouges. Slashes. So much rage required to make

them..She twisted her sweat-drenched face in what might have been frustration, closed her.For just one hour, which was not too taxing, he walked

in the idea of a world where he had healthy eyes, and shared the vision of other Barty's in other places, so he would be able to see his bride as she

walked down the aisle and as, beside him, she took their vows with him, and as she held out her hand to receive the ring..Earlier, the dirty-sheet

clouds had been wrung dry. Now, the trees that overhung the house had finally stopped dripping on the cedar shingled roof The night was so still

that Agnes could hear the sea softly breaking upon the shore more than half a mile away..With the dead woman's guest on the way, minutes were

precious. Attention to detail was essential, however, regardless of how much time was required to properly stage the little tableau that might

disguise murder as a domestic accident..Yet his heart slammed hard and heavy against his confining ribs, and fear stippled the nape of his neck..She

only half understood their frantic conversation, partly because the ability to concentrate was draining from her along with her lifeblood, but also

because she was distracted by Joey. He was no longer in the wreck, but standing at the open rear door of the ambulance.."Simon's a good man.

Now that he pretty much knows Cain pushed the wife, he doesn't feel better about representing him just because the payoff was big. And in the

current case, he's not Cain's lawyer, so there's no conflict of interest, no ethics problem, so he's got a chance to set things right a little.".The

boy-wonder physician turned to Junior again and assumed an expression of compassion so inauthentic that if he'd been playing a doctor on even the

cheesiest daytime soap opera, he'd have been stripped of his actor's-union card, fired, and possibly horsewhipped on a live television special. "We'll

be doing the procedure this afternoon, so I wouldn't want to give you anything much for the pain just prior to anesthesia and sedation. But don't you

worry, Mr. Pinchbeck. Once we've lanced these boils, when you wake up, ninety percent of the pain will be gone.".Opening his eyes blinking back

his tears just as more agonizing contractions knotted his abdomen, he could see ribbons of red in the watery green mess that gushed from him.

Bright red. Gastric blood would be dark. This must be pharyngeal blood. Unless an artery had ruptured in his stomach, torn by the incredible

violence of these intransigent spasms, in which case he was puking his life away..break and conversation among the customers fell into a lull.

When the bar phone rang, though it was muted, he heard it at his table..He got everything he ordered-full value, and more. When he lifted off the

top of the bun to squeeze mustard onto the burger, he discovered a shiny quarter pressed into the half-melted cheese.."At the back of the second

gallery, on the left, there's a corridor. The rest rooms are at the end of it, beyond the offices.".Only madmen were capable of such butchery.

Hopeless lunatics like Ed Gein, out there in Wisconsin, arrested just seven years ago, when Junior had been sixteen. Ed, the inspiration for Psycho,

had constructed mobiles out of human noses and lips. He used human skin to make lampshades and to upholster furniture. His soup bowls had once

been human skulls. He ate the hearts and selected other organs of his victims, wore a belt fashioned from nipples, and occasionally danced under

the moon while masked by the scalp and face of a woman he had murdered..Junior was reminded of a scene in an old movie, something Naomi

wanted to watch, a love story set during the Black Plague: a horse drawn cart rolling through the medieval streets of London or Paris, the driver

ringing a hand bell and crying, "Bring out your dead, bring out your dead!" If contemporary San Francisco had provided such a convenient service,

he wouldn't have had to toss Neddy Gnathic in the Dumpster in the first place..He felt lightheaded again. But this time he knew why. Not an

oncoming case of the flu. He was straining against the cocoon of his life to date, straining to be born in a new and better form. He had been a pupa,

encased in a chrysalis of fear and confusion, but now he was an imago, a fully evolved butterfly, because he had used the power of his beautiful

rage to improve himself. When Bartholomew was dead, Junior Cain would at last spread his wings and fly..He prepared his knives and guns.

Blades and bullets. Fortune favors the bold, the self-improved, the self-evolved, the focused.."I didn't know her well. She didn't hang out or party

much--especially after the baby.".The three adults exclaimed at the disappearance of the quarter, applauded again, and looked knowingly at Tom's

hands, which had closed at the sudden conclusion of all the flourishes..The barren white walls, the stark furniture starkly arranged, the rigorous

exclusion of bric-a-brac and mementos: this resulted in the closest thing to a true monastic cell to be found outside of a monastery. The only quality

of the apartment that identified it as a secular residence was its comfortable size, and if Industrial Woman had been replaced with a crucifix, even

size might have been insufficient to rule out residence by some fortunate friar..Celestina finally zipped shut the satchel. "You better watch out for

the big bad wolf.".Bill wasn't impressed. "They build houses out of mud in China. No wonder everything falls down."
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