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holding hands as they watched John Wayne in The Searchers, David Niven in Around the World in 80 Days. They were so young then, sure they

would live forever, and they were still young now, but for one of them, forever had arrived..With a shiver, Kathleen said, "We'd like to know more

about why we did the things we did for you. Why the quarters? Why the song?"."Mom always says that pigs will surely fly one day if ever Daddy

chooses to convince them that they've got wings.".And now she didn't need him anymore. He gazed at her face, held her cooling hand; his anchor

was slipping away from him, leaving him adrift..He didn't rely on sounds to help him find his way, though here and there one served as a marker of

his progress. Twelve paces from his room, a floorboard squeaked almost inaudibly under the hallway carpet, which told him that he was seventeen

paces from the head of the stairs. He didn't need that muffled creak to know exactly where he was, but it always reassured him..For breakfast, he

avoided sugar. He ate cold roast beef and drank milk laced with a double shot of brandy.."Oh," Celestina White replied, "yes, every day. I'm

currently engaged on an entire series of works inspired by Bartholomew.".Her voice was flat and a little hard. Another man might have mistaken

her tone for disapproval, for impatience, even for quiet anger..His request felt like an assault. Agnes almost rocked backward as though struck..The

girl sucked in deep lungsful of the weary clouds. "Better hold tight, Mommy, I'm gonna float.".Reminding himself that nature was merely a dumb

machine, utterly devoid of mystery, and that the unknown would always prove familiar if you dared to lift its veil, Junior discovered he could

move. Each of his feet seemed to weigh as much as one of Wroth Griskin's cast bronzes, but he crossed the sidewalk an went into Galerie

Coquin..THE RAIN THAT HAD threatened to wash out the morning funeral finally rinsed the afternoon, but by nightfall the Oregon sky was clean

and dry. From horizon to horizon spread an infinity of icy stars, and at the center of them hung a bright sickle moon as silver as steel..Heedless of

the rules of standard police procedure, Tom raced to the doorway, crossed the threshold, and saw Barty throw a can of soda at the shaved head and

pocked face of a transformed Enoch Cain..Barty, at the head of the table, sensed Mary's approach only as she was about to touch him. She put a

hand on his arm and said, "Daddy, will you turn your chair away from the table and let me sit on your lap?".Bartholomew was dead but didn't know

it yet. Pistol in hand, cocoon in tatters, ready to spread his butterfly wings, Junior pushed the door to the apartment inward, saw a deserted living

room, softly lighted and pleasantly furnished, and was about to step across the threshold when the street door opened and into the hall came

Ichabod.."Stop it, stop it! " Agnes, only ten years old, slender and shaking, but wild with righteousness, until now held in thrall by her own fear, by

the memory of all the beatings that she herself has taken. She screams at their father and strikes him with a book she's brought from the house. The

Bible. She strikes their father with the Bible, from which he's read to them every night of their lives. He drops the roses, tears the holy book out of

Agnes's hands, and pitches it across the yard. He rakes up a handful of the scattered roses, intending to make his son resume this dinner of sin, but

here comes Agnes once more, the Bible recovered, brandishing it at him, and now she says what all of them know to be true but what none of them

has ever dared say, what even Agnes herself will never again dare to say after this day, not while the old man lives, but she dares to say it now,

holding the Bible toward him, so he can see the gold-embossed cross upon the imitation-leather cover. "Murderer," Agnes says. "Murderer " And

Edom knows that they're all as good as dead now, that their father will slaughter them right here, right this minute, in his rage. "Murderer," she says

accusingly, behind the shield of the Bible, and she doesn't mean that he is killing Edom, but that he killed their mother, that they heard him in the

night, three years before, heard the short but awful struggle, and know that what happened was no accident. Roses fall from his skinned and pierced

hands, a flurry of petals yellow and petals red. He rises and takes a step toward Agnes, his dripping fists crimson with his blood and with Edom's.

Agnes doesn't back away, but thrusts the book toward him, and scintillant sunlight caresses the cross. Instead of tearing the book out of her hands

again, their father stalks away, into the house, surely to return with club or cleaver ... yet they will see no more of him this day. Then Agnes-with

tweezers for the thorns, with a basin full of warm water and a washcloth, with iodine and Neosporin and bandages-kneels beside him in the yard.

Jacob, too, comes forth from the dark crawlspace under the porch, having watched in terror from behind the latticework skirt. He is shaking, crying,

flushed with embarrassment because he didn't intervene, although he was wise to hide, for the disciplinary beating of one twin usually leads to the

pointless beating of the other. Agnes gradually settles Jacob by involving him in the treatment of his brother's wounds, and to Edom she says, often

thereafter, "I love your roses, Edom. I love your roses. God loves your roses, Edom." Overhead, agitated wings quiet to a soft flutter, and the

shrieking crows grow silent. The air pools as still and heavy as the water in a hidden lagoon within a secret glade, in the perfect garden of the

unfallen.....Into her fevered mind came an image of a milk-glass infant, as translucent as Joey at the back door of the ambulance. Fearing that this

vision meant her child would be stillborn, she said, My baby, but no sound escaped her..Smiling, pulling the blanket more tightly around herself,

she said, "You look after your old mom, don't you?".against the operating table. The lights had grown painfully bright, and the air had.Bearing

roses upon their arrival, they hadn't bothered with umbrellas. Besides, although the sky glowered, the forecast had predicted no precipitation..Their

struggle to put their sorrow into words moved Agnes not because they cared so deeply, but because in the end they were unable to express

themselves adequately. Without the relief provided by expression, their anguish grew corrosive. Their lifelong introversion left them without the

social skills to unburden themselves or to provide solace to others. Worse, their obsessions with death, in all its many means and mechanisms, had

prepared them to expect Barty's cancer, which left them neither shocked nor capable of consolation, but merely resigned. Ultimately, in great

frustration, each twin was reduced to fragmented sentences, crippled gestures, quiet tears-and Agnes became the only consoler..Handing Angel to
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Grace, Lipscomb said, "I own some investment properties. There's a two-bedroom unit available in one of them.".He squirmed deep under the

covers, clamped a plump pillow over his head to muffle the singing, and chanted, "Find the father, kill the son," until at last he fell exhausted into

sleep..She told them of Phimie's request that the baby be named Angel. "At the time, I assumed she wasn't able to think clearly because of the

stroke..After a surgeon had lanced fifty-four boils and cut the cores from the thirty-one most intractable (shaving the patient's head to get at the

twelve that were festering on his scalp), and after three days of hospitalization to guard against staphylococcus infection, and after he had been

turned back into the world as bald as Daddy Warbucks and with the promise of permanent scarring, Junior visited the Reno library to catch up with

current events..He closed his eyes again and seemed asleep, but then as she clicked off the lamp, he murmured, "You have your halo

again."."Mommy, watch!" He turned in the deluge with his arms held out from his sides. "Not scary!"."A friend's daughter. They say she died in a

traffic accident down in San Francisco. She was even younger than Naomi.".He wasn't a marksman, anyway. He couldn't handle anything more

than close-up work..After taking a minute to steel himself, Junior squatted next to the dead detective..When she left Our Lady of Sorrows a few

minutes later, she was convinced that the knave of spades--whether a human monster or the devil himself-would never cross paths with Barty

Lampion..Even as the morning matured, the fog and the rain conspired to bar all but a faint gray daylight from St. Mary's. Shadows

flourished..Junior knew that he must remain vigilant. Vigilant and focused until January 12 had come and gone. Eight days to go..Taking no

chances, Junior swung the candlestick again, bending down as he did so. The second impact was not as solid as the first, a glancing blow, but

effective..Before Junior had become a physical therapist, he had considered studying to be a dentist. A low tolerance for the stench of halitosis born

of gum disease had decided him against dentistry, but he still could appreciate a set of teeth as exceptional as these..Celestina had a delayed

reaction to Barty's name. An odd look came over her. "Barty? Short for ... Bartholomew?".Junior reached the window seat and stared down at her.

"I don't believe that's true.".Maria stopped praying with her knuckle rosary and resorted to a long swallow of wine..With his ringleted yellow hair,

coiled mustache, and haughty right file, this was a jack that looked as if he might be a knave in the worst sense of the word..Three and a half days

had passed since he'd pushed his wife off the tower, and in that time he'd had no real fun. He was gregarious by nature, never one to turn down a

party invitation. He liked to laugh, to love, to live, but he couldn't enjoy life when he must remember at all times to appear bereft and to keep

sorrow in his voice..Barty, she explained, would be rich in many ways. Financially rich, but also rich in talent, in spirit, intellect. Rich in courage,

honor. With a wealth of common sense, good judgment, and luck..Stopping at the door without opening it, Vanadium turned to stare at Junior, but

said nothing..Suddenly remembering the doctor's assurance to Neddy that they would be out of this building by week's end, Celestina said, "But

we've nowhere to go.".Turning his patched eyes in the general direction of his mother, Barty said, "Oops.".Refusing to give the cop the satisfaction

of a reply to the news of the unborn baby's paternity, Junior stared unwaveringly into the grave and said, "Whose funeral were you attending?"."I

get peed off, and I miss some things terrible. But I'm not sad. And you've got to not be sad, either, 'cause it spoils everything.".WHEN A GLASS

OF chilled apple juice at dawn stayed on his stomach, Junior Cain was allowed a second glass, though he was admonished He was also given three

saltines..Four blocks from his office, on a street more upscale than his own, Nolly came to the Tollman Building. Built in the 1930s, it had an Art

Deco flair. The public areas featured travertine floors, and a WPA-ers mural extolling the machine age brightened a lobby wall..So. Two monks

they were: one in the service of everlasting light, the other in the service of eternal darkness..After poring through enough sensational newspaper

accounts to be convinced that the curse-casting reverend was undeniably dead, Junior had acquired four pieces of surprising information. Three

were of vital importance to him..Although Dr. Lipscomb spoke almost as softly as the long-winded pianist, and though the physician's narrow face

was homely and devoid of any trace of violent temperament, Neddy Gnathic flinched from him and retreated across the threshold, into the

hallway..After moving all of a hundred feet, Celestina and Wally-with Grace fretting that someone would be hurt-had torn down the high stave

fence between properties, for theirs had become one family with many names: Lampion, White, Lipscomb, Isaacson. When backyards were joined

and a connecting walkway poured, Barty's travels from house to house were greatly simplified, and regular visits by the Gonzalez, Damascus, and

Vanadium branches of the clan were also facilitated..Quick introductions were made in the process of moving from the porch to the foyer, and

Agnes said, "Come on back to the kitchen, I'm baking pies."."Angel," Phimie said thickly, searching her sister's eyes for a sign of

understanding..Although the girl was unable to articulate why she preferred not to have her mother at her side, they all understood the tumult in.

her heart. She couldn't bear to subject her gentle and proper mother to the shame and embarrassment that she herself felt so keenly and that she

imagined would grow intolerably worse in the hours or days ahead, until and even after the birth..The hall was deserted. Then a woman came out of

one of the offices and walked toward the gallery, without glancing at him..Agnes's big brother by six years, Edom had lived in one of the two

apartments above the large detached garage, behind the main house, since he was twenty-five, when he'd left the working world. He was now

thirty-six..Even without the dangling cigarette and without the cynical sneer, Nolly had an air of toughness worthy of Sam Spade, largely because

the face that nature had given him was a splendid disguise for the sentimental sweetie who lived behind it. With his bull neck, with his strong

hands, with his shirt-sleeves rolled up to expose his lovely hairy forearms, he made a properly intimidating impression: as if Humphrey Bogart,

Sydney Greenstreet, and Peter Lorre had been put in a blender and then poured into one suit..Cypresses lined the entry drive to the cemetery. Tall

and solemn, the trees kept guard, as though posted to prevent restless spirits from roaming out into the land of the living..Ten months later, he

finally wore her down. She accepted his proposal, and they set a date for the wedding..Jacob feared what men could do with clubs, knives, guns,
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bombs, with their bare hands, but he was most preoccupied by the unintended death that humanity brought upon itself with its devices, machines,

and structures meant to improve the quality of life..Leaving Frieda unconscious and reeking, a condition in which her bralessness had no power to

arouse him, Junior left..Trying to ignore his phantom toe, which itched furiously, he searched the apartment. He proceeded carefully, determined

not to shoot himself in the foot accidentally this time..They would have given him an antinausea medication. It most likely wasn't going to work

quickly enough to save him..He chased after none of these lovelies beyond a few dates, and none of them pursued him when he was done with

them, although surely they were distressed if not bereft at losing him..Angel was lying on a towel on the convertible sofa, where Grace had just

changed her diaper..For Gammoner, exactly as for Pinchbeck, Google had provided: a driver's license that was actually registered with the

California Department of Motor Vehicles, and that would, therefore, stand up to any cop's inspection; a legitimate social-security card; a birth

certificate actually on file with the cited courthouse; and an authentic, valid passport..He was about to go in search of the canapes when he half

heard one of the guests mention Bartholomew to the reverend's daughter. Only the name rang on his ear, not the words that surrounded it..Hers

were the most feminine hands he'd ever seen. Slender, soft, prettier than Naomi's. He had no idea what she was talking about..Weird, this kid.

Making him uneasy. All in white, with her incomprehensible yammering about talking books and talking dogs and her mother driving pies, and

working on a damn strange drawing for a little girl.."Can't pay us as well as Losen does. But we could live," Otter argued.."-and when I get up off

the street, my clothes are a mess, and I've got this face.".To Edom, humanity was obviously not the greater of these two destructive forces. Men and

women were part of nature, not above it, and their evil was, therefore, just one more example of nature's malignant intent. They had stopped

debating this issue years ago, however, neither man conceding any credibility to the other's dogma..Neighbors might not be home. And by the time

he knocked, asked to use the phone, dialed ... Too great a waste of time..She had lighted one candle for each of eleven apostles, none for the

twelfth, Judas, the betrayer. Consequently, after burning a fragment of the cards in each votive glass, she was left with one piece..So quick, this

violence, over even as it began. Because he had no interest in aftermath, however, Junior suffered no disappointment at the briefness of the thrill.

The past was past, and as he closed the front door and stepped around the body, he focused on the future..Downstairs again, as Agnes reached the

foot of the stairs, she began to worry that she had done too thorough a job on the khakis and that the extent of the damage would raise

suspicions..He desperately needed closure in the matter of Naomi's death. That was what these past three years and these supernatural events were

all about..EARTHSEA.After following the blacktop fifty feet, Junior headed downhill through the close-cropped grass, between the tombstones.

He switched on his flashlight and trod cautiously, for the ground sloped unevenly and, in places, remained soggy and slippery from the

rain..Waking from a bad dream, he sometimes thought he heard the ratcheting of gear-wheel feet. The scrape and creak of rusted iron joints. The

clink of rake-tine fingers rattling against one another.."Oh, it doesn't mean you're nervous in that sense. Nervous in this case means psychologically

induced. Grief, Enoch. brief and shock and horror-they can have profound physical effects.".Walking away, he was aware of the many faces at the

windows, all as stupid as the faces of cud-chewing cows. He had given them something to talk about when they returned from lunch to their shops

and offices. He'd reduced himself to an object of amusement for strangers, had briefly become one of the city's army of eccentrics..While they

waited for the room-service waiter to arrive, Tom got from Paul a detailed report of Enoch Cain's attack on the parsonage. He had heard most of it

from friends in the state-police homicide division, which was assisting the Spruce Hills authorities. But Paul's account was more vivid. The ferocity

of the assault convinced Tom that whatever the killer's twisted motives might be, Celestina and her mother-and not least of all Angel-were in

danger as long as Cain roamed free. Perhaps as long as he lived..She refused to look at him, the way her mother had refused to look at him when

he'd been making love to her in the parsonage. She began twisting a red pencil in a handheld sharpener, making sure that the shavings fell into a

can kept for that purpose. "I saw it here.".Shortly after four o'clock, here was Neddy, already spiffed for work in black tuxedo, pleated white shirt,

and black bow tie, with a red bud rose as a boutonniere, standing just inside the open door to Celestina White's studio apartment, holding forth in

tedious detail as to the reasons why she was in flagrant breach of her lease and obligated to move by the end of the month. The issue was Angel,

lone baby in an otherwise childless building: her crying (though she rarely cried), her noisy play (though Angel wasn't yet strong enough to shake a

rattle), and the potential she represented for damage to the premises (though she was not yet able to get out of a bassinet on her own, let alone go at

the plaster with a ball-peen hammer)..Then he closed his eyes, held the revolver in both hands, and at point-blank range, he shot the dead woman

twice..The poster announced an upcoming show, titled "This Momentous Day," by the young artist calling herself Celestina White. Dates for the

exhibition were Friday, January 12, through Saturday, January 2 7..His apartment, over the large garage, was reached by a set of exterior stairs. The

space was divided into two rooms. The first was a combination living room and kitchenette, with a corner dining table seating two. Beyond was a

small bedroom with adjoining bath..Jacob had spent most of two days baking Barty's favorite pies, cakes, and cookies, and he'd prepared a meal as

well. Maria's girls were at her sister's place this evening, so she stayed for dinner. Edom poured wine for everyone but Barty, root beer for the guest

of honor, and while this couldn't be called a celebration, Agnes's spirits were lifted by a sense of normality, of hope, of family..With his mother, his

uncles, and Maria hovering just two steps behind, Barty followed the driveway, not bothering with the cane, keeping his right foot on the concrete,

his left foot on the grass, until he came to a jog in the pavement, which apparently he'd been seeking. He stopped, facing due north, considered for a

moment, and then pointed due west: "The oak tree's over there.".Friday, after dinner, when he'd heard enough of Maria's method of fortune-telling

to know that four decks were required, that only every third draw was read, and that aces-especially red aces-were the most propitious cards to
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receive, Jacob had taken great pleasure in preparing for Barty the most favorable first eight cards that could possibly be dealt. This was a small gift

to cheer Agnes, on whose heart Joey's death weighed as heavily as iron chains..This wasn't the same Enoch Cain whom Vanadium had known three

years ago in Spruce Hills. That man had been utterly ruthless but not a wild, raging animal, coldly determined but never obsessive. That Cain had

been too calculating and too self-controlled to have been swept into the emotional frenzy required to produce this blood graffiti and to act out the

symbolic mutilation of Bartholomew with a knife..Grace, Celestina, and Paul expressed amusement and amazement at Angel's critical

judgment..With great deliberation, Joey shifted gears and followed the drive way to the street, where he peered left and then right with the

squint-eyed suspicion of a Marine commando scouting dangerous territory. He turned right.."Me too." He closed the ring box. Took a deep breath.

Opened the box again. "Celestina, when I met you, my heart was beating but it was dead. It was cold inside me. I thought it would never be warm

again, but because of you, it is. You have given my life back to me, and I want now to give my life to you. Will you marry me?".Agnes remained

mystified by this talk, but a week before, in the rain-swept cemetery, she had learned there was substance to it..The old man assumed the solemn

and knowing expression of one guarding mysteries, a sphinx without headdress and mane. "If I told you, dear lady, it wouldn't be magic anymore.

Merely a trick."."Well, actually, I owe Phimie. It's what she said between her two deaths on the delivery table that's changed my life.".Having

booked the suite for three nights, Tom expected that he would spend far fewer late hours in his bed than sitting watch in the shared living room..He

had never expressed opposition to starting a family. She'd had no reason to fear telling him that she was carrying their child..The currents of

irrational fear, which bring periodic turbulence to virtually every childhood, didn't disturb the smoothly flowing river of Barty's first three years. He

showed no fear of the doctor or the dentist,.He moved the shaker across the tablecloth, rocking it back and forth to convey that he was strolling

without a care in the world..Paul in the guest room again. Sweeping a bedside lamp to the floor, lifting the nightstand..She shook her head. "No

way back." She pointed to the sketch pad on the floor. "I pushed him there.".With Barty's presence, Christmas Eve dinners had become even more

agreeable, especially this year when he was almost-three-going-on-twenty. He talked about the visits to friends that he and his mother and Edom

had made earlier in the day, about Father Brown, as if that cleric-detective were real, about the puddle-jumping toads that had been singing in the

backyard when he and his mother had arrived home from the cemetery, and his chatter was engaging because it was full of a child's charm yet

peppered with enough precocious observations to make it of interest to adults..To celebrate, upon leaving the gallery, he went to the coffee shop in

the Fairmont Hotel, atop Nob Hill, determined to have a beer and a cheeseburger.."I don't stumble. Not much, anyway." To the girl, Bartholomew

said, "Angel, are you okay?".Ferocious pirates, ruthless secret agents, brain-eating aliens from distant galaxies, super criminals hell-bent on ruling

the world, bloodthirsty vampires, face-gnawing werewolves, savage Gestapo thugs, mad scientists, satanic cultists, insane carnival freaks,

hate-crazed Ku Klux Klansmen, knife-worshiping thrill killers, and emotionless robot soldiers from other planets had slashed, stabbed, burned,

shot, gouged, torn, clubbed, crushed, stomped, hanged, bitten, eviscerated, beheaded, poisoned, drowned, radiated, blown up, mangled, mutilated,

and tortured uncounted victims in the pulp magazines that Paul had been reading since childhood. Yet not one scene in those hundreds upon

hundreds of issues of colorful tales withered a corner of his soul as did a glimpse of Barty's empty sockets. The sight wasn't in the least gory, nor

even gruesome. Paul cringed and looked away only because this evidence of the boy's loss too pointedly made him think about the terrible

vulnerability of the innocent in the freight-train path of nature, and threatened to tear off the fragile scab on the anguish that he still felt over Perri's

death.
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