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"There was once a king of the kings, whose name was Bekhtzeman, and he was a great eater and drinker and carouser. Now enemies of his made
their appearance in certain parts of his realm and threatened him; and one of his friends said to him, 'O king, the enemy maketh for thee: be on thy
guard against him.' Quoth Bekhtzeman, 'I reck not of him, for that I have arms and wealth and men and am not afraid of aught.' Then said his
friends to him, 'Seek aid of God, O king, for He will help thee more than thy wealth and thine arms and thy men.' But he paid no heed to the speech
of his loyal counsellors, and presently the enemy came upon him and waged war upon him and got the victory over him and his trust in other than
God the Most High profited him nought. So he fled from before him and seeking one of the kings, said to him, 'I come to thee and lay hold upon
thy skirts and take refuge with thee, so thou mayst help me against mine enemy.'.The old man carried Tuhfeh up [to the dais and seated her] on a
chair of gold beside the throne, whilst she was amazed at that which she saw in that place and magnified her Lord (extolled be His perfection and
exalted be He!) and hallowed Him. Then the kings of the Jinn came up to the throne and seated themselves thereon; and they were in the semblance
of mortals, excepting two of them, who were in the semblance of the Jinn, with eyes slit endlong and jutting horns and projecting tusks. After this
there came up a young lady, fair of favour and pleasant of parts; the light of her face outshone that of the flambeaux, and about her were other three
women, than whom there were no fairer on the face of the earth. They saluted Tuhfeh and she rose to them and kissed the earth before them;
whereupon they embraced her and sat down on the chairs aforesaid..4. The Three Apples lxix.Then they attired Dinarzad in a dress of blue brocade
and she became as she were the full moon, whenas it shineth forth. So they displayed her in this, for the first dress, before King Shahzeman, who
rejoiced in her and well-nigh took leave of his wits for longing and amorous desire; yea, he was distraught with love for her, whenas he saw her,
for, indeed, she was as saith of her one of her describers in the following verses:.When Galen heard this, he ordered the weaver the amount of his
wife's dowry and bade him pay it to her and divorce her. Moreover, he forbade him from returning to the practice of physic and warned him never
again to take to wife a woman of better condition than himself; and he gave him his spending-money and bade him return to his [former] craft.
Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary or rarer than the story of the two sharpers who cozened each his fellow.".? ? ? ? ? a. The First
Calender's Story xxxvii.147. Isaac of Mosul and his Mistress and the Devil dcxcr.? ? ? ? ? My patience underneath the loss of friends and folk With
pallor's sorry garb hath clad me, comrades dear..So saying, he turned away from him and Saad fared on to the palace, where he found all the suite
in attendance on the king and recounting to him that which had betided them with El Abbas. Quoth the king, "Where is he?" And they answered,
"He is with the Amir Saad." [So, when the latter entered], the king [looked, but] found none with him; and Saad, seeing that he hankered after the
youth, cried out to him, saying, "God prolong the king's days! Indeed, he refuseth to present himself before thee, without leave or commandment."
"O Saad," asked the king, "whence cometh this man?" And the Amir answered, "O my lord, I know not; but he is a youth fair of favour, lovesome
of aspect, accomplished in discourse, goodly of repartee, and valour shineth from between his eyes.".Meanwhile, the eunuch betook himself, he and
the horsemen, to her father and said to him, "O my lord, the king is beholden to thee for many years' service and thou hast not failed him a day of
the days; and now, behold, he hath taken thy daughter against thy wish and without thy permission." And he related to him what had passed and
how the king had taken her by force. When Isfehend heard the eunuch's story, he was exceeding wroth and assembling many troops, said to them,
"Whenas the king was occupied with his women [and concerned not himself with the affairs of his kingdom], we took no reck of him; but now he
putteth out his hand to our harem; wherefore methinketh we should do well to look us out a place, wherein we may have sanctuary.".?THE
THIEF'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? For those whom we cherish are parted and gone; They have left us in torment to pine for dismay..? ? ? ? ? The road of
right thou hast made straight, that erst was crooked grown; Yea, for its path of old had fall'n to ruin and decay..Presently, one of the eunuchs sat
down at his head and said to him, "Sit up, O Commander of the Faithful, and look on thy palace and thy slave-girls." Quoth Aboulhusn, "By the
protection of God, am I in truth Commander of the Faithful and dost thou not lie? Yesterday, I went not forth neither ruled, but drank and slept, and
this eunuch cometh to rouse me up." Then he sat up and bethought himself of that which had betided him with his mother and how he had beaten
her and entered the hospital, and he saw the marks of the beating, wherewithal the superintendant of the hospital had beaten him, and was
perplexed concerning his affair and pondered in himself, saying, "By Allah, I know not how my case is nor what is this that betideth me!".? ? ? ? ?
In her revolving scheme, to bitter sweetness still Succeeds and things become straight, after crookedness..The kings and all those who were present
rejoiced in this with an exceeding delight and the accursed Iblis came up to Tuhfeh and kissing her hand, said to her, 'There abideth but little of the
night; so do thou tarry with us till the morrow, when we will apply ourselves to the wedding (203) and the circumcision.' Then all the Jinn went
away, whereupon Tuhfeh rose to her feet and Iblis said, 'Go ye up with Tuhfeh to the garden for the rest of the night.' So Kemeriyeh took her and
carried her into the garden. Now this garden contained all manner birds, nightingale and mocking-bird and ringdove and curlew (204) and other
than these of all the kinds, and therein were all kinds of fruits. Its channels (205) were of gold and silver and the water thereof, as it broke forth of
its conduits, was like unto fleeing serpents' bellies, and indeed it was as it were the Garden of Eden. (206).? ? ? ? ? O'erbold art thou in that to me, a
stranger, thou hast sent These verses; 'twill but add to thee unease and miscontent..? ? ? ? ? n. The Man who never Laughed again dccccxci.It is
said that the most extraordinary of that which happened to Er Reshid was as follows: His brother El Hadi, (153) when he succeeded to the
Khalifate, enquired of a seal-ring of great price, that had belonged to his father El Mehdi, (154) and it came to his knowledge that Er Reshid had
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taken it. So he required it of the latter, who refused to give it up, and El Hadi insisted upon him, but he still denied the seal-ring of the Khalifate.
Now this was on the bridge [over the Tigris], and he threw the ring into the river. When El Hadi died and Er Reshid succeeded to the Khalifate, he
came in person to that bridge, with a seal-ring of lead, which he threw into the river at the same place, and bade the divers seek it. So they did [his
bidding] and brought up the first ring, and this was reckoned [an omen] of Er Reshid's good fortune and [a presage of] the continuance of his reign.
(155).?SINDBAD THE SAILOR AND HINDBAD THE PORTER..? ? ? ? ? z. The Stolen Purse dcv.? ? ? ? ? All intercessions come and all alike
do ill succeed, Save Tuhfeh's, daughter of Merjan, for that, in very deed,.? ? ? ? ? His love on him took pity and wept for his dismay: Of those that
him did visit she was, as sick he lay..Twere better and meeter thy presence to leave, For, if the eye see not, the heart doth not grieve.'.? ? ? ? ? Yea,
to Baghdad I came, where rigour gave me chase And I was overthrown of cruelty and pride..Women's Craft, ii. 287..Police, El Melik ez Zahir
Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of, ii. 117..Presently, the vizier entered and the king signed to him to cause avoid the
place. So he signed to those who were present to withdraw, and they departed; whereupon quoth the king to him, "How deemest thou, O excellent
vizier, O loyal counsellor in all manner of governance, of a vision I have seen in my sleep?" "What is it, O king?" asked the vizier, and Shah Bekht
related to him his dream, adding, "And indeed the sage interpreted it to me and said to me, 'An thou put not the vizier to death within a month, he
will slay thee.' Now I am exceeding both to put the like of thee to death, yet do I fear to leave thee on life. What then dost thou counsel me that I
should do in this matter?" The vizier bowed his head awhile, then raised it and said, "God prosper the king! Verily, it skills not to continue him on
life of whom the king is afraid, and my counsel is that thou make haste to put me to death.".? ? ? ? ? Lo! in the garden-ways, the place of ease and
cheer, Still, like the moon at full, my light thou mayst espy..Now this present was a horse worth ten thousand dinars and all its housings and
trappings of gold set with jewels, and a book and five different kinds of suits of apparel and an hundred pieces of fine white linen cloths of Egypt
and silks of Suez and Cufa and Alexandria and a crimson carpet and another of Tebaristan (217) make and an hundred pieces of cloth of silk and
flax mingled and a goblet of glass of the time of the Pharaohs, a finger-breadth thick and a span wide, amiddleward which was the figure of a lion
and before him an archer kneeling, with his arrow drawn to the head, and the table of Solomon son of David, (218) on whom be peace; and the
contents of the letter were as follows: 'From the Khalif Haroun er Reshid, unto whom and to his forefathers (on whom be peace) God hath
vouchsafed the rank of the noble and exceeding glory, to the august, God-aided Sultan, greeting. Thy letter hath reached us and we rejoiced therein
and have sent thee the book [called] "The Divan of Hearts and the Garden of Wits," of the translation whereof when thou hast taken cognizance, its
excellence will be established in thine eyes; and the superscription of this book we have made unto thee. Moreover, we send thee divers other
kingly presents; (219) so do thou favour us by accepting them, and peace be on thee!'.? ? ? ? ? Nor, like others a little ere morning appear who
bawl, "Come to safety!" (58) I stand up to prayer..77. King Kisra Anoushirwan and the Village Damsel ccclxxxix.? ? ? ? ? Ah, then will I begin on
you with chiding than the breeze More soft, ay pleasanter than clear cold water and more sweet..How long will ye admonished be, without avail or
heed? iii. 40..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? My pleasant life for loss of friends is troubled aye..Then said he to her, 'By Allah, thou art the desire of the
Commander of the Faithful! (182) So take the lute and sing a song that thou shalt sing to the Khalif, whenas thou goest in to him.' So she took the
lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Now God forbid thou shouldst attain thy wishes! What care I If thou have looked on me a
look that caused thee languishment?.Rich Man and his Wasteful Son, The, i. 252..89. Firous and his Wife dclxxv.Tuhfeh entered the bath, after she
had put off her clothes, and behold, the basin thereof was overlaid with gold set with pearls and red rubies and green emeralds and other jewels; so
she extolled the perfection of God the Most High and hallowed Him for the magnificence of that which she saw of the attributes of that bath. Then
she made her ablutions in that basin and pronouncing the Magnification of Prohibition, (207) prayed the morning prayer and what else had escaped
her of prayers; (208) after which she went out and walked in that garden among jessamine and lavender and roses and camomile and gillyflowers
and thyme and violets and sweet basil, till she came to the door of the pavilion aforesaid and sat down therein, pondering that which should betide
Er Reshid after her, whenas he should come to her pavilion and find her not. She abode sunken in the sea of her solicitude, till presently sleep took
her and she slept.So the girl's owner betook himself to the bazaar, where he found the youth seated at the upper end of the merchants' place of
session, selling and buying and taking and giving, as he were the moon on the night of its full, and saluted him. The young man returned his
salutation and he said to him, "O my lord, be not thou vexed at the girl's speech the other day, for her price shall be less than that [which thou
badest], to the intent that I may propitiate thy favour. If thou desire her for nought, I will send her to thee, or if thou wouldst have me abate thee of
her price, I will well, for I desire nought but what shall content thee; for that thou art a stranger in our land and it behoveth us to entreat thee
hospitably and have consideration for thee." "By Allah," answered the youth, "I will not take her from thee but at an advance on that which I bade
thee for her aforetime; so wilt thou now sell her to me for seventeen hundred dinars?" And the other answered," O my lord, I sell her to thee, may
God bless thee in her.".Now a party of the troops had banded themselves together for Belehwan; so they sent to him and bringing him privily, went
in to the little Melik Shah and seized him and seated his uncle Belehwan on the throne of the kingship. Then they proclaimed him king and did
homage to him all, saying, 'Verily, we desire thee and deliver to thee the throne of the kingship; but we wish of thee that thou slay not thy brother's
son, for that on our consciences are the oaths we swore to his father and grandfather and the covenants we made with them.' So Belehwan granted
them this and imprisoned the boy in an underground dungeon and straitened him. Presently, the heavy news reached his mother and this was
grievous to her; but she could not speak and committed her affair to God the Most High, daring not name this to King Caesar her husband, lest she
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should make her uncle King Suleiman Shah a liar..Then they displayed Shehrzad in the third dress and the fourth and the fifth, and she became as
she were a willow-wand or a thirsting gazelle, goodly of grace and perfect of attributes, even as saith of her one in the following verses:.When they
came to themselves, they wept awhile and the folk assembled about them, marvelling at that which they saw, and questioned them of their case. So
the young men vied with each other who should be the first to discover the story to the folk; and when the Magian saw this, he came up, crying out,
'Alas!' and 'Woe worth the day!' and said to them, 'Why have ye broken open my chest? I had in it jewels and ye have stolen them, and this damsel
is my slave-girl and she hath agreed with you upon a device to take the good.' Then he rent his clothes and called aloud for succour, saying, 'I
appeal to God and to the just king, so he may quit me of these wrong-doing youths!' Quoth they, 'This is our mother and thou stolest her.' Then
words waxed many between them and the folk plunged into talk and prate and discussion concerning their affair and that of the [pretended]
slave-girl, and the strife waxed amain between them, so that [at last] they carried them up to the king..? ? ? ? ? Whenas the couriers came with news
of thee, how fair Thou wast and sweet and how thy visage shone with light,.HAROUN ER RESHID AND THE WOMAN OF THE
BARMECIDES. (84).Ali of Damascus and Sitt el Milah, Noureddin, iii. 3..To return to King El Aziz. When his son El Abbas left him, he was
desolated for him with an exceeding desolation, he and his mother; and when tidings of him tarried long and the appointed time passed [and the
prince returned not], the king caused public proclamation to be made, commanding all his troops to make ready to mount and go forth in quest of
his son El Abbas at the end of three days, after which time no cause of hindrance nor excuse should be admitted unto any. So on the fourth day, the
king bade number the troops, and behold, they were four-and-twenty thousand horse, besides servants and followers. Accordingly, they reared the
standards and the drums beat to departure and the king set out [with his army], intending for Baghdad; nor did he cease to fare on with all diligence,
till he came within half a day's journey of the city and bade his troops encamp in [a place there called] the Green Meadow. So they pitched the tents
there, till the country was straitened with them, and set up for the king a pavilion of green brocade, broidered with pearls and jewels..The
Twenty-Seventh Night of the Month.The Tenth Night of the Month..Then she sent to acquaint her father with this; whereupon the king called Abou
Temam to him and said to him, 'Thou camest not but to see my daughter. Why, then, hast thou not looked upon her?' Quoth Abou Temam, 'I saw
everything.' And the king said, 'Why didst thou not take somewhat of that which thou sawest of jewels and the like? For they were set for thee.' But
he answered, 'It behoveth me not to put out my hand to aught that is not mine.' When the king heard his speech, he gave him a sumptuous dress of
honour and loved him exceedingly and said to him, 'Come, look at this pit.' So Abou Temam went up [to the mouth of the pit] and looked, and
behold, it was full of heads of men; and the king said to him, 'These are the heads of ambassadors, whom I slew, for that I saw them without loyalty
to their masters, and I was used, whenas I saw an ambassador without breeding, (123) to say, "He who sent him is less of breeding than he, for that
the messenger is the tongue of him who sendeth him and his breeding is of his master's breeding; and whoso is on this wise, it befitteth not that he
be akin to me." (124) So, because of this, I used to put the messengers to death; but, as for thee, thou hast overcome us and won my daughter, of the
excellence of thy breeding; so be of good heart, for she is thy master's.' Then he sent him back to king Ilan Shah with presents and rarities and a
letter, saying, 'This that I have done is in honour of thee and of thine ambassador.'.? ? ? ? ? Yet, an thou wilt vouchsafe thy favours unto me, My
sabre thou shalt see the foemen put to flight;.To return to El Abbas, when he alighted from his charger, he put off his harness of war and rested
awhile; after which he brought out a shirt of Venetian silk and a gown of green damask and donning them, covered himself with a turban of
Damietta stuff and girt his middle with a handkerchief. Then he went out a-walking in the thoroughfares of Baghdad and fared on till he came to
the bazaar of the merchants. There he found a merchant, with chess before him; so he stood watching him and presently the other looked up at him
and said to him, "O youth, what wilt thou stake upon the game?" And he answered, "Be it thine to decide." "Then be it a hundred dinars," said the
merchant, and El Abbas consented to him, whereupon quoth he, "O youth, produce the money, so the game may be fairly stablished." So El Abbas
brought out a satin purse, wherein were a thousand dinars, and laid down an hundred dinars therefrom on the edge of the carpet, whilst the
merchant did the like, and indeed his reason fled for joy, whenas he saw the gold in El Abbas his possession..? ? ? ? ? My maker reserved me for
generous men And the niggard and sland'rer to use me forebade..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? How many an one, with loss of wealth, hath turned mine
enemy!.? ? ? ? ? b. The Merchant's Wife and the Parrot dlxxix.Then the rest of the women of the palace came all to him and lifted him into a sitting
posture, when he found himself upon a couch, stuffed all with floss-silk and raised a cubit's height from the ground. (19) So they seated him upon it
and propped him up with a pillow, and he looked at the apartment and its greatness and saw those eunuchs and slave-girls in attendance upon him
and at his head, whereat he laughed at himself and said, "By Allah, it is not as I were on wake, and [yet] I am not asleep!" Then he arose and sat up,
whilst the damsels laughed at him and hid [their laughter] from him; and he was confounded in his wit and bit upon his finger. The bite hurt him
and he cried "Oh!" and was vexed; and the Khalif watched him, whence he saw him not, and laughed..Then he wept again and El Abbas said to
him, "Fear not for me, for thou knowest my prowess and my puissance in returning answers in the assemblies of the land and my good breeding
(63) and skill in rhetoric; and indeed he whose father thou art and whom thou hast reared and bred and in whom thou hast united praiseworthy
qualities, the repute whereof hath traversed the East and the West, thou needest not fear for him, more by token that I purpose but to seek diversion
(64) and return to thee, if it be the will of God the Most High." Quoth the king, "Whom wilt thou take with thee of attendants and [what] of good?"
"O father mine," replied El Abbas, "I have no need of horses or camels or arms, for I purpose not battle, and I will have none go forth with me save
my servant Aamir and no more.".As for Belehwan, when he fled and fortified himself, his power waxed amain and there remained for him but to
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make war upon his father, who had cast his affection upon the child and used to rear him on his knees and supplicate God the Most High that he
might live, so he might commit the commandment to him. When he came to five years of age, the king mounted him on horseback and the people
of the city rejoiced in him and invoked on him length of life, so he might take his father's leavings (130) and [heal] the heart of his grandfather..So
each of them fared on with that which was with him and gave not over going till they met in one of the inns (33) and each complained to the other
of that which he had abidden of travel [in quest of custom] and of the lack of demand for his wares. Now each of them had it in mind to cheat his
fellow; so El Merouzi said to Er Razi, 'Wilt thou sell me that?' 'Yes,' answered he, and the other continued, 'And wilt thou buy that which is with
me?' Er Razi assented; so they agreed upon this and each of them sold his fellow that which was with him [in exchange for the other's ware]; after
which they bade each other farewell and parted. As soon as they were out of each other's sight, they examined their loads, to see what was therein,
and one of them found that he had a load of sheep's dung and the other that he had a load of goat's dung; whereupon each of them turned back in
quest of his fellow. They met in the inn aforesaid and laughed at each other and cancelling their bargain, agreed to enter into partnership and that all
that they had of money and other good should be in common between them, share and share alike..55. The Poor Man and his Generous Friend
dcxliii.? ? ? ? ? Yea, by Allah, my longing for you ne'er waneth nor passetb away; For your like among creatures is rare and sought for in mountain
and vale..Woman accused of Lewdness, The Pious, ii. 5..116. The Two Kings and the Vizier's Daughters M.So he sat down upon the throne of the
Khalifate and laid the dagger in his lap, whereupon all [present] came up to kiss the earth before him and called down on him length of life and
continuance [of glory and prosperity]. Then came forward Jaafer the Barmecide and kissing the earth, said, "May the wide world of God be the
treading of thy feet and may Paradise be thy dwelling-place and the fire the habitation of thine enemies! May no neighbour transgress against thee
nor the lights of fire die out for thee, (29) O Khalif of [all] cities and ruler of [all] countries!".King Shehriyar marvelled [at this story (146)] and
said "By Allah, verily, injustice slayeth its folk!" (147) And he was edified by that wherewith Shehrzad bespoke him and sought help of God the
Most High. Then said he to her, "Tell me another of thy stories, O Shehrzad; let it be a pleasant one and this shall be the completion of the
story-telling." "With all my heart," answered Shehrzad. "It hath reached me, O august King, that a man once said to his fellows, 'I will set forth to
you a means (148) of security (149) against vexation. (150) A friend of mine once related to me and said, "We attained [whiles] to security (151)
against vexation, (152)and the origin of it was other than this; to wit, it was as follows. (153).The king approved her speech and bestowed on her a
dress of honour and gave her magnificent gifts; after which, for that his choice had fallen upon his younger son, Melik Shah, he married her with
him and made him his heir apparent and caused the folk swear fealty to him. When this came to the knowledge of his brother Belehwan and he was
ware that his younger brother had been preferred over him, his breast was straitened and the affair was grievous to him and envy entered into him
and rancour; but he concealed this in his heart, whilst fire raged therein because of the damsel and the kingship..'Know, then,' said the merchant,
'that I am a man from the land of China and was in my youth well-favoured and well-to-do. Now I made no account of womankind, one and all, but
followed after boys, and one night I saw, in a dream, as it were a balance set up, and it was said by it, "This is the portion of such an one."
Presently, I heard my own name; so I looked and beheld a woman of the utmost loathliness; whereupon I awoke in affright and said, "I will never
marry, lest haply this loathly woman fall to my lot." Then I set out for this city with merchandise and the voyage was pleasant to me and the
sojourn here, so that I took up my abode here awhile and got me friends and factors, till I had sold all my merchandise and taken its price and there
was left me nothing to occupy me till the folk (212) should depart and depart with them..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef. Story of the Barber's Sixth Brother
clxiv.So saying, he left him and went away, whereupon up came the three other sharpers, the comrades of him of the ass, and said to the
money-changer, 'God requite thee for us with good, for that thou hast bought him! How can we requite thee!' Quoth he, 'I will not sell him but for
ten thousand dirhems.' When they heard this, they returned to the ass and fell again to examining him and handling him. Then said they to the
money-changer, 'We were mistaken in him. This is not the ass we sought and he is not worth more than half a score paras to us.' Then they left him
and offered to go away, whereat the money-changer was sore chagrined and cried out at their speech, saying, 'O folk, ye besought me to buy him
for you and now I have bought him, ye say, "We were deceived [in him], and he is not worth more than ten paras to us."' Quoth they, 'We supposed
that in him was that which we desired; but, behold, in him is the contrary of that which we want; and indeed he hath a default, for that he is short of
back.' And they scoffed at him and went away from him and dispersed..11. Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the Porter (239).? ? ? ? ? With ruin I
o'erwhelm him and abjectness and woe And cause him quaff the goblet of death and distance drear..? ? ? ? ? Ramazan in my life ne'er I fasted, nor
e'er Have I eaten of flesh, save in public (57) it were..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Old Man's Story iv.Then they betook themselves to a place without the
city, where he builded him a mansion of solid stone and white plaster and stopped its inner [walls] and stuccoed them; yea, he left not therein
cranny nor crevice and set in it two serving-women to sweep and wipe, for fear of spiders. Here he abode with his wife a great while, till one day he
espied a spider on the ceiling and beat it down. When his wife saw it, she said, 'This is that which the wise woman avouched would kill me; so, by
thy life [I conjure thee], suffer me to slay it with mine own hand.' Her husband forbade her from this, but she conjured him to let her kill the spider;
then, of her fear and her eagerness, she took a piece of wood and smote it. The wood broke in sunder, of the force of the blow, and a splinter from it
entered her hand and wrought upon it, so that it swelled. Then her arm swelled also and the swelling spread to her side and thence grew till it
reached her heart and she died. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary or more wonderful than the story of the weaver who became a
physician by his wife's commandment.".Then the two kings entered the bath, and when they came forth, they sat down on a couch, inlaid with
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pearls and jewels, whereupon the two sisters came up to them and stood before them, as they were moons, swaying gracefully from side to side in
their beauty and grace. Presently they brought forward Shehrzad and displayed her, for the first dress, in a red suit; whereupon King Shehriyar rose
to look upon her and the wits of all present, men and women, were confounded, for that she was even as saith of her one of her describers:.123. The
Blacksmith who could Handle Fire without Hurt cccclxxi.So they made ready his affair and the king conferred on him a dress of honour, and he
took with him a present and a letter under the king's hand and setting out, fared on till he came to the [capital] city of Turkestan. When the king of
the Turks knew of his coming, he despatched his officers to receive him and entreated him with honour and lodged him as befitted his rank. Then
he entertained him three days, after which he summoned him to his presence and Abou Temam went in to him and prostrating himself before him,
as beseemeth unto kings, laid the present before him and gave him the letter..159. The Man of Upper Egypt and his Frank Wife dcccxciv.El Abbas
went in and passed from place to place and chamber to chamber, till he came to the chamber aforesaid and espied the portrait of Mariyeh,
whereupon he fell down in a swoon and the workmen went to his father and said to him, "Thy son El Abbas hath swooned away." So the king came
and finding the prince cast down, seated himself at his head and bathed his face with rose-water. After awhile he revived and the king said to him,
"God keep thee, (60) O my son! What hath befallen thee?" "O my father," answered the prince, "I did but look on yonder picture and it bequeathed
me a thousand regrets and there befell me that which thou seest." Therewithal the king bade fetch the [chief] painter, and when he stood before
him, he said to him, "Tell me of yonder portrait and what girl is this of the daughters of the kings; else will I take thy head." "By Allah, O king,"
answered the painter, "I limned it not, neither know I who she is; but there came to me a poor man and looked at me. So I said to him, 'Knowest
thou the art of painting?' And he replied, 'Yes.' Whereupon I gave him the gear and said to him, 'Make us a rare piece of work.' So he wrought
yonder portrait and went away and I know him not neither have I ever set eyes on him save that day.".Then they betook themselves to two boys
affected to the [special] service of the king, who slept not but on their knee, (125) and they lay at his head, for that they were his pages of the
chamber, and gave them each a thousand dinars of gold, saying, 'We desire of you that ye do somewhat for us and take this gold as a provision
against your occasion.' Quoth the boys, 'What is it ye would have us do?' And the viziers answered, 'This Abou Temam hath marred our affairs for
us, and if his case abide on this wise, he will estrange us all from the king's favour; and what we desire of you is that, when ye are alone with the
king and he leaneth back, as he were asleep, one of you say to his fellow, "Verily, the king hath taken Abou Temam into his especial favour and
hath advanced him to high rank with him, yet is he a transgressor against the king's honour and an accursed one." Then let the other of you ask,
"And what is his transgression?" And the first make answer, "He outrageth the king's honour and saith, 'The King of Turkestan was used, whenas
one went to him to seek his daughter in marriage, to slay him; but me he spared, for that she took a liking to me, and by reason of this he sent her
hither, because she loved me.'" Then let his fellow say, "Knowest thou this for truth?" And the other reply, "By Allah, this is well known unto all
the folk, but, of their fear of the king, they dare not bespeak him thereof; and as often as the king is absent a-hunting or on a journey, Abou Temam
comes to her and is private with her."' And the boys answered, 'We will say this.'.Then she discovered to him a part of her bosom, and when he saw
her breasts, his reason took flight from his head and he said to her, "Cover it up, so may God have thee in His safeguard!" Quoth she, "Is it fair of
any one to missay of my charms?" And he answered, "How shall any missay of thy charms, and thou the sun of loveliness?" Then said she, "Hath
any the right to say of me that I am lophanded? "And tucking up her sleeves, showed him forearms, as they were crystal; after which she unveiled
to him a face, as it were a full moon breaking forth on its fourteenth night, and said to him, "Is it lawful for any to missay of me [and avouch] that
my face is pitted with smallpox or that I am one-eyed or crop-eared?" And he answered her, saying, "O my lady, what is it moveth thee to discover
unto me that lovely face and those fair members, [of wont so jealously] veiled and guarded? Tell me the truth of the matter, may I be thy ransom!"
And he recited the following verses:.Behold, I am clad in a robe of leaves green, ii. 242..So El Merouzi went away and the other turned to his wife
and said to her, 'We have gotten us great plenty of money, and yonder dog would fain take the half of it; but this shall never be, for that my mind
hath been changed against him, since I heard him solicit thee; wherefore I purpose to play him a trick and enjoy all the money; and do not thou
cross me.' ' It is well,' answered she, and he said to her, '[To-morrow] at day-peep I will feign myself dead and do thou cry out and tear thy hair,
whereupon the folk will flock to me. Then lay me out and bury me, and when the folk are gone away [from the burial-place], do thou dig down to
me and take me; and have no fear for me, for I can abide two days in the tomb [without hurt].' And she answered, 'Do what thou wilt.'.? ? ? ? ?
Whenas the burdens all were bounden on and shrill The camel-leader's call rang out across the air,.? ? ? ? ? Who art thou, wretch, that thou shouldst
hope to win me? With thy rhymes What wouldst of me? Thy reason, sure, with passion is forspent..End of Volume I..Then he sprang up [and
going] to the place wherein was the other half of his good, [took it] and lived with it well; and he swore that he would never again consort with
those whom he knew, but would company only with the stranger nor entertain him but one night and that, whenas it morrowed, he would never
know him more. So he fell to sitting every night on the bridge (7) and looking on every one who passed by him; and if he saw him to be a stranger,
he made friends with him and carried him to his house, where he caroused with him till the morning. Then he dismissed him and would never more
salute him nor ever again drew near unto him neither invited him..How long shall I thus question my heart that's drowned in woe? iii. 42..? ? ? ? ?
My kinsmen and my friends for thee I did forsake And left them weeping tears that poured as 'twere a tide..One day, the Commander of the
Faithful's breast was straitened; so he sent after his Vizier Jaafer the Barmecide and Ishac the boon-companion and Mesrour the eunuch, the
swordsman of his vengeance; and when they came, he changed his raiment and disguised himself, whilst Jaafer [and Ishac] and Mesrour and El
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Fezll (164) and Younus (165) (who were also present) did the like. Then he went out, he and they, by the privy gate, to the Tigris and taking boat,
fared on till they came to near Et Taf, (166) when they landed and walked till they came to the gate of the thoroughfare street. (167) Here there met
them an old man, comely of hoariness and of a venerable and dignified bearing, pleasing (168) of aspect and apparel. He kissed the earth before
Ishac el Mausili (for that be knew but him of the company, the Khalif being disguised, and deemed the others certain of his friends) and said to
him, 'O my lord, there is presently with me a slave-girl, a lutanist, never saw eyes the like of her nor the like of her grace, and indeed I was on my
way to pay my respects to thee and give thee to know of her; but Allah, of His favour, hath spared me the trouble. So now I desire to show her to
thee, and if she be to thy liking, well and good: else I will sell her.' Quoth Ishac, 'Go before me to thy barrack, till I come to thee and see her.'.So
she took the hundred dinars and the piece of silk and returned to her dwelling, rejoicing, and went in to Aboulhusn and told him what had befallen,
whereupon he arose and rejoiced and girt his middle and danced and took the hundred dinars and the piece of silk and laid them up. Then he laid
out Nuzhet el Fuad and did with her even as she had done with him; after which he rent his clothes and plucked out his beard and disordered his
turban [and went forth] and gave not over running till he came in to the Khalif, who was sitting in the hall of audience, and he in this plight, beating
upon his breast. Quoth the Khalif to him, "What aileth thee, O Aboulhusn!" And he wept and said, "Would thy boon-companion had never been
and would his hour had never come!" "Tell me [thy case,]" said the Khalif; and Aboulhusn said, "O my lord, may thy head outlive Nuzhet el
Fuad!" Quoth the Khalif, "There is no god but God!" And he smote hand upon hand. Then he comforted Aboulhusn and said to him, "Grieve not,
for we will give thee a concubine other than she." And he bade the treasurer give him a hundred dinars and a piece of silk. So the treasurer gave
him what the Khalif bade him, and the latter said to him,"Go, lay her out and carry her forth and make her a handsome funeral." So Aboulhusn took
that which he had given him and returning to his house, rejoicing, went in to Nuzhet el Fuad and said to her, "Arise, for the wish is accomplished
unto us." So she arose and he laid before her the hundred dinars and the piece of silk, whereat she rejoiced, and they added the gold to the gold and
the silk to the silk and sat talking and laughing at one another.."Forget him," quoth my censurers, "forget him; what is he?" iii. 42..? ? ? ? ? Beauty
her appanage is grown in its entirety, And for this cause all hearts must bow to her arbitrament..? ? ? ? ? Desire hath left me wasted, afflicted, sore
afraid, For the spy knows the secret whereof I do complain..? ? ? ? ? w. The Sharper and the Merchants dccccxv.The king marvelled, he and his
company, and praised God the Most High for that he had come thither; after which he turned to the eunuch and said to him, 'What is this youth thou
hast with thee?' 'O king,' answered he, 'this is the son of a nurse who belonged to us and we left him little. I saw him to-day and his mother said to
me, 'Take him with thee.' So I brought him with me, that he might be a servant to the king, for that he is an adroit and quickwitted youth.' Then the
king fared on, he and his company, and the eunuch and the youth with them, what while he questioned the former of Belehwan and his dealing with
his subjects, and he answered, saying, 'As thy head liveth, O king, the folk with him are in sore straits and not one of them desireth to look on him,
gentle or simple.'.52. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Merchant's Sister dcvi.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Until they left my heart on fire without
allay..Bekhtzeman, Story of King, i. 115..Khorassan, his Son and his Governor, Story of the Man of, i. 218.
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