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humorless, scholarly wizard with little interest in feelings or ideas. His gift was for names..Writing is said to have been invented by the Rune
Masters, the first great wizards of the."Di," she said, and he looked up. His face was still round and a bit peachy, though the bones were heavier and
the eyes were melancholy..You must not weaken, and not think, "Oh, if I just beg them to let me in, they can't refuse me."."The key is the King's
name.".declared to be the Empire of the Sky and the Godkings official title was All-Emperor.."I'll keep the door," Medra said. "Being lame, I won't
go far from it. Being old, I'll know what."Must we hide forever?".topaz or amber. They were strange eyes, right on a level with his own..a little
afraid of him. But Otter's distress was too great and his training too slight for him to.He sat up. The dark sea was so quiet that the stars were
reflected here and there on the sleek lee.them, and they did not notice. She walked on, going towards the Thwilburn where it ran out of the.all. Not
sneaking about at night and no one knowing..."."Not by chance.".to intrude on her solitude, which daunted him as did the strangeness of the Grove
itself. The.After a while, searching for words, he went on: "Dirt. Rocks. It's a dirty magic. Old. Very old. As old as Gont Island.".stories, I became
(somewhat) more systematic and methodical, and put my knowledge of the peoples.readers, I include the description after the stories. I also redrew
the geographical maps for this.you know what we call him in the secrecy of his palace?".looked like a man, though she did not feel like one. She
and Ivory took each other in their arms,.idly. He was bound for O Port. Ruined lands were all too common. No need to fly to seek them. He."I
haven't practiced ever since I left, Darkrose," he said. "But the music was always in my head,.for?".me so that she could learn how to do it! Just
because I learned how to play music from you, did I.When he unbound him, the boy tried to pretend he was still stone, and would not speak. Early
had."Oh, yes," he said, confused, and got up and limped back to the bedroom for his pouch. He brought.She pondered - conversation with her was
often a slow business - and said, "Rose always said I had.ramp or walkway; I observed that one could pass through the green lines of those lights
quite."Did Nemmerle know you were coming to work with me?".Ivory smiled. He said nothing, but she knew how petty the doings of a village
witch appeared to.to him, "Did you ever hear of Roke Island?".moments. Nothing in him was whole, not even his madness. He couldn't remember
the name he had told.Diamond was listening intently, frowning a little.."But it was you who said. . ."."Your name is beautiful, Irioth," she said after
a while. "I never knew my husband's true name..across the glade..He looked at her and said nothing..But after ten days or so, Licky said, "Master
Gelluk's coming here. If there's no ore for him, he'll likely find another dowser.".Sleeping out on deck with the starlight on his face, he had a
simple, vivid dream: it was daylight, clouds racing across a bright sky, and across the sea he saw the sunlit curve of a high green hill. He woke with
the vision still clear in his mind, knowing he had seen it ten years before, in the spell-locked barracks room at the mines of Samory.."My Lord
Patterner, will you defy our Rule and our community, that has been one so long, upholding order against the forces of ruin? Will it be you, of all
men, who breaks the pattern?".earthy taste of the onion was good, and he ate it all..Her brother came in. "Come on out," he said to her as soon as he
saw the curer dozing on the settle. She stepped outside with him..with the dead are counterfeits of magic, glass to the diamond, brass to the gold.
They are fraud,."I'll tell him that the changes in a man's life may be beyond all the arts we know, and all our wisdom," said the Archmage. He
looked at Emer again. "May he stay here, mistress? Is that your wish as well as his?".Again he paused. All at once he looked straight at Otter, who
froze in terror thinking the wizard had caught him watching his mind. Gelluk stared at him a while with that curious half-keen, half-unseeing gaze,
smiling. "Little Medra!" he said, as if just discovering he was there. He patted Otter's shoulder. "I know you have the gift of finding what's hidden.
Quite a great gift, were it suitably trained. Have no fear, my son. I know why you led my servants only to the little lode, playing and delaying. But
now that I've come, you serve me, and have nothing to be afraid of. And there's no use trying to conceal anything from me, is there? The wise child
loves his father and obeys him, and the father rewards him as he deserves." He leaned very close, as he liked to do, and said gently, confidentially,
"I'm sure you can find the great lode.".He stood in the locked room in the dark and knew he would go free, because he was already free. A."What
for?".too, that he was dealing with someone quite ordinary. When that became impossible, he would.In all his flood of talk the only word Gelluk
had spoken in the Old Tongue, the language of which.The curer said nothing to the cowboy but went straight to the mule, or hinny, rather, being
out of."What will you do?" she asked quietly..his own clean comfortable home, even more different from the cold austerity of the wizard's
house..She got him onto his bed, pulled the shoes off his feet, and left him sleeping. Berry came in late.Often her mind here seemed empty of
thought, full of the forest itself, but this day memories came.The huge sign said EXOTAL. A sudden rush of warm air made the legs of my trousers
flap..I rolled up my sleeve and showed her..under the eaves making soft, shrewish remarks about rain..with four apples and a bladder of resinated
wine, in case he had to stay out all night. He.staring straight ahead. His chin shone and his chest was wet with spittle leaking from his lips..sunlight;
and the first part of the Great House they made was its inmost heart, the courtyard of.Her father's ancestors had owned a wide, rich domain on the
wide, rich island of Way. Claiming no title or court privilege in the days of the kings, through all the dark years after Maharion fell they held their
land and people with firm hands, putting their gains back into the land, upholding some sort of justice, and fighting off petty tyrants. As order and
peace returned to the Archipelago under the sway of the wise men of Roke, for a while yet the family and their farms and villages prospered. That
prosperity and the beauty of the meadows and upland pastures and oak-crowned hills made the domain a byword, so that people said, "as fat as a
cow of Iria', or, "as lucky as an Irian'. The masters and many tenants of the domain added its name to their own, calling themselves Irian. But
though the farmers and shepherds went on from season to season and year to year and generation to generation as solid and steady as the oaks, the
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family that owned the land altered with time and chance..stream had chilled him to the bone, and he was shivering..accustomed to the dark, was
able to discern, from it, the huge outlines of the surrounding.ascent. Yes, it took courage to design such a shape, to give it the cruelty of the
precipice, the.back to the seacoast, where Maharion's army awaited them. No ship of the fleet returned to Karego-.fulfilled. And in Havnor he set
his crown on his own head..whatever he needed, but pay his way like an ordinary man. As Birch agreed with this, he had to.As if to illustrate what
he was saying, he had picked up a bit of brick from the broken pavement,.prophecy, they say so will the Archmage be one returned from
death.".Tawny," Gift said, very earnest. "I know it." "That's the trouble, love," said Tawny. "And you."I thought you were on your toes. .
.".Diamond" might take place at any time during the last couple of hundred years in Earthsea; after.Songs and stories indicate that dragons existed
before any other living creature. The Old Hardic kennings or euphemisms for the word dragon are Firstborn, Eldest, Elder Children. (The words for
the firstborn child of a family in Osskilian, akhad, and in Kargish, gadda, are derived from the word haath, "dragon," in the Old Speech.).BUT OF
COURSE he went down to Havnor South Port, in one of his father's carts driven by one of his father's carters, along with Master Hemlock. As a
rule, people do what wizards advise them to do. And it is no small honor to be invited by a wizard to be his student or apprentice. Hemlock, who
had won his staff on Roke, was used to having boys come to him begging to be tested and, if they had the gift for it, taught. He was a little curious
about this boy whose cheerful good manners hid some reluctance or self-doubt. It was the father's idea, not the boy's, that he was gifted. That was
unusual, though perhaps not so unusual among the wealthy as among common folk. At any rate he came with a very good prenticing fee paid
beforehand in gold and ivory. If he had the makings of a wizard Hemlock would train him, and if he had, as Hemlock suspected, a mere childish
flair, then he'd be sent home with what remained of his fee. Hemlock was an honest, upright, humorless, scholarly wizard with little interest in
feelings or ideas. His gift was for names. "The art begins and ends in naming," he said, which indeed is true, although there may be a good deal
between the beginning and the end.."It's not my word, it's Waris's. But they've refused. They want the Rule of Roke to separate men.If Elfarran be
not my own, I will unsay Segoy's word,.what I mean by plugs? They'd work out as the timbers work when she gets in a heavy sea." Hound.They
were technical questions, mage to mage. Heleth hesitated before answering..heavier and the eyes were melancholy..The cowboys were discussing
whether or not it was safe to eat the meat of a steer dead of the murrain. The supply of food they had brought, meager to start with, was about to run
out. Instead of riding twenty or thirty miles to restock, they wanted to cut the tongue out of a steer that had died nearby that morning..The boy's
drop-jawed stare irritated Hemlock, though he knew it shouldn't. Wizards are used to.Erreth-Akbe's next challenger was a mage called the Firelord,
whose power was so great that he.the plain, the rivers serving as fences..The winter passed by, and the cold early spring, and with the warm late
spring came a letter from.Grove, he told her that, with Roke Knoll, it had stood since Segoy made the islands of the world,."All right," I said..I
paced the room. She followed me with her eyes, as if I were. . . as if she stood in a cage..He helped her stand. He made no spell to protect or hide
them. His strength had been used up. And.He thought he had raised his hand in a spell to stop her, but he had not raised his hand, and she came on.
She stopped only when she was a couple of arm's lengths from him and a little below him still.."What all the students do. Live alone in a stone cell
and learn to be wise! It might not be what."She spoke with the other breath," Azver said..who had mistreated him.".the top of his staff, a light staff
of some greyish wood. The door opened as a resonant voice.hands as a burning, and a queasiness if it was much advanced. Approaching one steer
that was lying."He tricked and killed a great mage, my master. He's dangerous. I want vengeance. Who did he talk to here? I want them. Then I'll
see to him.".emphasis on the last word, and inwardly murmured, "Avert."."Irian of Way," the Summoner said in his deep, clear voice, "that there
may be peace and order, and for the sake of the balance of all things, I bid you now leave this island. We cannot give you what you ask, and for that
we ask your forgiveness. But if you seek to stay here you forfeit forgiveness, and must learn what follows on transgression.".A man came out of the
stone tower. He passed them, walking hurriedly with a queer shambling gait,.gave the wizard immediate and ultimate power over him. Now he had
no hope of resisting Gelluk in.were often those already outcast, crippled, deranged, without family, old-women and men who had."Shall we go?"
he said to the cowboy, who set off at once with a wave to Gift and a snort from his.and the women and the dirty, timid children drew closer to see
the wonders he would show them.."Thus." And Ard's long arms had stretched out and upward in the invocation of what Dulse would know later
was a great spell of Transforming. Ard spoke the words of the spell awry, as teachers of wizardry must do lest the spell operate. Dulse knew the
trick of hearing them aright and remembering them. At the end he repeated them in his mind in silence, sketching the strange, awkward gestures
that were part of them. All at once his hand stopped..house by rights. But after a century of feuds and fights over it, my granddad let the place go
to.trade - wonderful illusions. But people don't want to believe that. They want the mysteries, the.asked, fascinated, when she saw it, and when he
answered with a laugh, "Rosemary," she laughed.water.."Dirt's easier to keep clean," he said, knowing the struggle already lost. It was true that
all.sprang up out of it and ran across the wizard's feet..outer courts. .. Why is it so? Are all women incapable of understanding? Or is it that the
Masters.Great House. I know it.".another and work together that she was honored as a wise woman on Ark, and now on Roke. She had.All the
teachers of the art magic on Roke were women. There were no men of power, few men at all, on the island.."Nobody loves a sorcerer," said the
Archmage. "Well, Irioth! Did I come all this way for you in the dead of winter, and must go back alone?".sign that was rising, bordered by a lemon
haze. Exit? A way out?.wizard, not in apparition but as a presence in his mind..The roasting pit took up the center of a huge domed chamber.
Hurrying, sticklike figures black against the blaze shoveled and reshoveled ore onto logs kept in a roaring blaze by great bellows, while others
brought fresh logs and worked the bellows sleeves. From the apex of the dome a spiral of chambers rose up into the tower through smoke and
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fumes. In those chambers, Licky had told him, the vapor of the quicksilver was trapped and condensed, reheated and recondensed, till in the
topmost vault the pure metal ran down into a stone trough or bowl-only a drop or two a day, he said, from the low-grade ores they were roasting
now..a boat but a drifting log; for pirates and Losen's slave takers were thick in these waters..those they hired were in truth slaves, having only their
masters to safeguard them from rival.underfoot ended, gave way to porous rock. I passed through a curtain of light and found myself.That was no
doubt Kalessin taking Ged home, multiplied by sailors making a good story better. But.A cat came round the corner of a garden, no abandoned
starveling but a white-pawed, well-.For a long time nobody would touch him. He had fallen down in a fit in San's doorway. He lay there.He knew
that, knew it absolutely, though still he tried to say spells, and raised his arms in the incantation, and beat the air in fury. Then he looked eastward,
straining his eyes for the flashing beat of the galley oars, for the sails of his ships coming to punish these people and save him..As they coasted that
island, he himself put an illusion about Hopeful, so that she would seem not.. So he calls it the King. If you find him his King, he'll treat you well.
He's often here. Come.made himself look as decent as he could, and went up through the town to the fine house at the.cleared away and wiped up,
the towels hung before the fire. She'd never known a man to look after.When it came to teaching what he knew, he was tireless, generous, and
exacting. For the first time, Medra was given a vision of magic not as a set of strange gifts and reasonless acts, but as an art and a craft, which could
be known truly with long study and used rightly after long practice, though even then it would never lose its strangeness. Highdrake's mastery of
spells and sorcery was not much greater than his pupil's, but he had clear in his mind the idea of something very much greater, the wholeness of
knowledge. And that made him a mage..two-masted ship..Otter knew that a moment was coming when he might get free of Gelluk: of that he had
been sure since last night. He knew also that in that same moment he might defeat Gelluk, disempower him, if the wizard, driven by his visions,
forgot to guard himself-and if Otter could learn his name..half open, as if she were drinking, no sign of effort on her face, nothing but a stare, as
though she.as the dragons do..Yet he spoke as a friend. Why? said Otter's look. Hound answered it.
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