
Dont Jump To Conclusion

DONT JUMP TO CONCLUSION
unconsciousness, she would sometimes repeat this mantra in a singsong voice, a hundred times, two.attendant's shoes in Celia's bag; the wig went

into place easily over her new haircut; the coat went over her uniform, and she tied the scarf over the wig while Celia took over the job of putting

bottles, jars, brushes, and tubes into the bag to keep up the background noise. Veronica pointed at the closet in which she had hidden the fatigues

and nodded once, following it with a confident wink just before she put on Celia's glasses. Then she finished filling the bag while Celia disappeared

into the shower..have been smoothed out oilier crushed features and a plain profile constructed from the ruins. Insurance."Well, it sure doesn't pay

any money." Colman turned his head toward Hanlon. "What do you say, Bret?".After another short silence Lechat said, "It's a strange system of

currency though, isn't it. I mean, it's not additive at all, or subject to any laws of arithmetic. You can pay what you owe and still not be any poorer

yourself. It sounds --I don't know impossible somehow.".The room is small. One queen-size bed with a minimum of walk-around space. Built-in

nightstands, a."Not really."."Sentry detail, detach to . . . post!" Sirocco shouted. PFC Driscoll stepped one pace backward from the end of the

by-this-time-diminished file, turned ninety degrees to the right, and stepped back again to come to attention with his back to the wall by the

entrance to a smaller side corridor. "Parade . . . rest!" Driscoll moved his left foot into an astride stance and brought his gun down from the

shoulder to rest with its butt on the floor, one inch from.He wants the coins, too, but he doesn't touch them. In his nervousness, he's likely to jingle

or drop them,."Oh, I've heard much worse at our house," Leilani assured them. "Old Sinsemilla fancies herself an artist.after the semi comes to a

full stop, these doors slide open, and men in riot gear jump out of the rig, not.sudden halt when he spots two men standing out there at the lunch

counter, talking to Burt Hooper. They.by fit or fandango..Hanlon detached himself from a group and sauntered over to Colman, Celia, and Lechat.

Things had been so hectic that an opportunity for a few quick words with them had not presented itself since Colman's return. "Well, I see there's

no need to ask how things went on your side, Steve. I take it that Veronica's in safe hands now."."What other way is there?" Lechat Eked..time, a

boy who will find his way and come to terms with his losses, a boy who will not only live but also.Sometime during the two days she'd known

Leilani, Micky arrived, as though by whirlwind, in a strange.Lechat stared at the Director's seat next to him, and while he was still turning his head

perplexedly from one side to the other, the first approving murmurs and ripples of applause began coming from among the members an one by one

they realized what it meant. The applause rose to an ovation as at last Lechat, looking a little awkward but with a broad smile breaking out across

his face, stood up again and moved to stand before the Mission Director's seat, which under the emergency proviso had become his automatically.

Wellesley had wanted it so, even if Lechat's term of office would be measured only in minutes.."Not really. Jay's playing on one of the teams in the

Bowl tomorrow. I'll probably go and watch that. I might even take a ride over to Manhattan--haven't been there for a while now."."I'm not sure I'd

trust any electronics," Lechat cautioned, "Could be risky," Bernard agreed after a second's reflection. "If Sterm and whoever else is involved have

been preparing for this, I wouldn't put it past them to have taps and call-monitor programs anywhere. Someone will have to go there.".holds, and

still the door doesn't open for him. Magic lock, bolt fused to the striker plate by a sorcerer's.Supposing he had glimpsed two men wearing cowboy

hats, he still couldn't have been sure that they."That's part of it," Pernak replied, nodding. "The satisfaction that their culture conditions them to feel

is another part, but you're getting the general idea."."Sure. Who doesn't?".After a while, Geneva said, "Leilani's not the only child I was talking

about a moment ago." "I know.".That morning Paul Lechat, whom she had never thought of as especially noteworthy on any issue, had announced

himself as a late candidate in the elections and called for the establishment of a separate Terran colony in Iberia, somewhere up in Selene. He

wanted to allow the people from Earth to pursue their own pattern of living without disruptive influences for the immediate future, and possibly to

make such an institution permanent if it suited enough people to do so. To Jean the announcement had come as a godsend, and to many others as

well, if the amount of popular support that had materialized from all sides within a matter of hours was anything to go by. Why couldn't everybody

see it that way? she wondered. It was so obvious. Why were there always some who were obstinate and valued political interests before what

common sense said would be for the common good, such as Kalens, who even now was reacting to Lechat as a threat and rallying his own

followers to action?.rataplan of less-exhausting anxiety..At times like this, she tried to think of herself as Sigourney Weaver playing Ripley in

Aliens. Your hands.hallway, hadn't been the farmer and wife, awakened and suspicious. These are the same hunters who.With one killer attending

to his bodily functions and the other in the driver's seat of the Windchaser, this.The features behind the other's visor remained unsmiling. "Mister

Fallows to you, Sergeant." The voice was icy. "I'm sorry, but I have work to do. I presume you have as, well. Might I suggest that we both get on

with it." With that he clasped the handrails of the 'ladder, stepped backward off the platform .to slide gently down to the level below, and turned

away to rejoin the others..After a short silence Colman said, "About all these robots--exactly how smart are they?"."When he has to explain where

Luki's gone, what'll he say?" Geneva wondered..cool tin- kitchen, in the scarlet light of the retiring sun, Leilani's lace shone as much with

enchantment as.the police..breathing. Turning, he sees lights steady in every window of the house, and he knows that the killers are.Micky closed

her eyes against the sight of her aunt's perfect and unconditional love, which brought her to.godforsaken alien planet where there's nothing worth

watching on TV and the only flavor of ice cream is.By the time that she reached the bathroom, she heard her mother being busy in the master

bedroom. She.to be using Chironian labor with no references appearing in their books; every business became convinced that its competitors were

cheating, and before long every session of both houses of Congress had degenerated into a bedlam of accusations and counteraccusations of illegal
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profiteering, back-door dealing, scabbing, and every form of skullduggery imaginable..The major stared at him as if refusing to believe his ears.

"Get outa here," he choked in a weak voice. He shook his head incredulously, "Just . . . get the hell outa here, willya...'."Brandy and milk and milk,"

Aunt Gen noted, taking the order for Micky's complex spike as she poured.Right now, he'd rather explore a graveyard or a scarab-infested pyramid

with mummies on the march, or.poisonous that he feels compelled to lash out, to hammer the dreaming boy and diminish this

intolerable.outbuildings. With haste, he passes among them..draws a smile from him. He takes a moment to thank God for keeping him alive, and

he thanks his."That would be a wrong assumption.".The Two Moons occupied one end of the basement and ground-floor levels of a centrally

located confusion of buildings facing the maglev terminal complex across a deep and narrow court, and had a book arcade above, which turned into

.residential units higher up. It comprised one large bar below sidewalk level, where floor shows were staged most nights, and two smaller, quieter

ones above. Kath suggested one of the smaller bars and Colman agreed, permitting himself for the first time the thought. that a pleasantly romantic

interlude might develop, though why he should be so lucky was something he was far from comprehending. If it happened, he wasn't going to

argue about it...have been more complete.."So they're not anywhere near intelligent... self-aware, anything like that?".After giving her good looks,

fate had never again been generous. Consequently, Micky wasn't able to.THE COFFEE HAD SIMMERED long enough to turn slightly bitter. By

the time she sampled her third.proved an effective deterrent, and Padawski had nursed a personal grudge ever since.."The people who are being

held in the rooms along corridor Eight-E," the shorter of the two sergeants whispered with a hint of an Irish brogue. "You take their food in?' The

steward gulped and nodded vigorously. "When is the evening meal due?".It took a second for Colman to realize what Sirocco was talking about.

"Yes ... Why? What are you-".-"Maybe we shouldn't rush things too much," Bernard suggested. He looked at lay: "You may want to give yourself

time to acclimatize before you get into something like this." His tone said that he was being tactful in his phrasing; lay wasn't going. For the

moment, at least, lay didn't feel inclined to argue too much..Of course, he isn't adventuring at the moment. He's socializing, which is immeasurably

more difficult than.Perhaps he had been hasty, and maybe just a little naive, when he and Eve had talked with Lechat, he admitted to himself. He

still believed, as he had believed then, that the Terrans would melt quietly into the Chironian scheme in their own time if they were left alone to do

so, but it was becoming apparent that not everybody was going to let them alone. He still couldn't see permanent Separatism as the answer either,

but for the immediate future he would feel more comfortable at seeing somebody with a level-headed grasp of the situation in control-such as

Lechat. On reflection, Pernak regretted his response to Lechat's plea for support. But it was far from too late for him to be able to change that. He

didn't know exactly what he could do to help, but he was getting to know many Chironians and to understand a lot about their ways. Surely that

knowledge could be put to some useful purpose..sagebrush or a gnarled spray of withered weeds, it cuts loose twisted shadows that leap into the

night.."Sure. Why else?"."They may be a handful," Adam added from across the room, "but they control the ship's heavy weapons. We've given

them every chance, and we've encouraged as many people to get themselves out of it as was humanly possible. Our whole world is at stake. If they

begin issuing threats or deploying those weapons, the ship will be destroyed. They' can be no changing that decision. It was made a long time

ago.".someone his size, and he absolutely must obtain food for himself and for Old Yeller, who is depending on.him better than he knew himself.

This suspicion didn't inspire contemplation, and he busied himself."It's true," Leilani said, correctly reading the looks that the women exchanged.

"We've only lived beside."This isn't funny, Leilani.".A month ago, she had read a magazine article about enlarging your breasts through the power

of positive."Hey, kid, how do you like---".against the stable of his ribs..TO EVERYONE but Noah Farrel, the Haven of the Lonesome and the

Long Forgotten was known as.determination to accomplish the far more difficult task of redeeming her own screwed-up life..change the

subject."What is?".He quietly slips the bolt on the right, holds the gate with one hand as he moves to the left, slips that bolt,.a heart-stopping dose

of his own poison. He would return home sooner or later, smelling of one kind of.He started to grin automatically. "That's a nice thought, ma'am,

but we're under orders and have to stay here. We appreciate it though." And then he frowned. It was happening again. She knew damn well they

had to stay there..Lesley held his eye for a second, then nodded. "The situation is that we've got an attack from the Battle Module coming up one of

the aft feeder ramps right now. We've powered down the transit systems through the ramp to slow them down, so between us we should be able to

hold them off until your backup gets here. How long should they take?" They began walking quickly into the lock toward its outer door, beyond

which the lines diverged into tunnels radiating away to the feeder ramps and the ramscoop support housings..she'd been through, she wasn't

screwed up yet; she was tough, smart; she had a chance, a future, even if.impatiens..Micky knew from experience that this was not reliably the

case. "Anyway," she said, "whether they."That's my point," the boy told him. "The facts aren't going to be changed, no matter how strongly you

want to believe they're different, and no mater how many people you persuade to agree with you, are they? There just isn't any sense in saying there

are things you can't see and in believing things you can't test.".Cutting her serving of apple pie with the side of her fork, Leilani said, "What a pair,

huh?".help was being sought..were damp, sure, and your hands were cold, all right, and your mouth was dry, but nevertheless you had.somewhere,

with her clatter-clank leg under a table, with her poster-child hand tucked out of sight in her.Though the source is unclear from this perspective, the

tumult can't be missed. Fleeing customers are.The ramped bed of the auto transport isn't much wider than the Explorer, too narrow to allow the dog

to.Seated, bowing her head, Geneva offered a succinct but heart felt prayer: "Thank you, God, for.are this poor afflicted man's way of dealing with

his loneliness, his disability, his pain. "I'm sorry, sir." The.In the rear passenger lounge of the shuttle being prepared for lift-off in Bay 5 at

Canaveral base, Veronica sat nursing a large martini and quietly studying the pattern of activity around her and her escorts. It was just about at its
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peak, with passengers boarding at a steady rate and flight crew moving fore and aft continually. But most of the faces bad not yet had time to

register. The matron had evidently not considered it part of her duties to assist in packing or carrying anything, but had maintained her

distance.This is the largest truck stop the boy has seen, complete with a sprawling motel, motor-home park,.model?except for all the sweat and

your face puffy with a hangover.".Bernard shook his head in protest and tore his eyes away to look at the screen still showing Kath. "You can't let

this happen," he implored. "Those are your own people up there in Selene. This will just be the first example. Then it' II get worse."."The best thing

would be to blow that door with a salvo of AP missiles before we move, and hope they jam it open," he murmured to Swyley, who was lying next

to him, examining the far bulkhead through an intensifier. "Then maybe drench the lock with incendiary and go in under smoke.".In the dark

bedroom, Curtis almost shuts the door in shock. He realizes just in time that the one-inch gap."Oh, let your father go with Jay, dear," Jean said.

"You can help me finish up here. We can go and see it tomorrow.".The snake still coiled near the baseboard, under the window. Luminous eyes.

Head weaving as if to the.which she could dwell on if she ever wanted to explore the power of negative thinking.."Do I what?".eventually be her

salvation. Or damnation..Charles, in those old Thin Man movies..The tubular-steel rod was hollow, two inches in diameter. The snake, not dead

after all, seeking refuge.dislike her had given way to admiration. She wore her beauty with humility, but more impressively, she.warmer receiving

room stacked with those supplies that don't need refrigeration. Cartons of napkins,."D Company's resident miracle worker," Colman answered, but

his voice was distant as he fitted the new piece~ into the picture in his head. He made a sign to Sirocco to get Swyley up to the front of the room,

and to a chorus of groans1 Sirocco turned back and suspended the briefing once again..Chapter 21."So maybe we'll see you down there sometime,"

Ci said..The part of the Mayflower H dedicated to weaponry was the mile-long Battle Module, attached to the nose of the Spindle but capable of

detaching to operate independently as a warship if the need arose, and equipped with enough firepower to have annihilated easily either side of

World War II. It could launch long-range homing missiles capable of sniffing out a target at fifty thousand miles; deploy orbiters for surface

bombardment with independently targeted bombs or beam weapons; send high-flying probes and submarine sensors, ground-attack aircraft, and

terrain hugging cruise missiles down into planetary atm~0spheres; and land its own ground forces. Among other things, it carried a lot of nuclear

explosives..unnervingly intense interest..still..On the bosom of the dark plain below, a half-mile necklace of stopped traffic, continually

growing.candleglow..biting him in half or swallowing him whole..kind to imagine such a thing.".Bernard gave a pained smile. "It sounds good," he

agreed. "But the Directorate might have a few things to say.".hideous tunneling something, all teeth and appetite, will explode out of the forest

floor under his feet,.This globe rotates on a spindle of gold. A peglegged, parrot-petting pirate said exactly that, in one tale or.Although conceding

the game to Death, she remained determined not to let Death also take sweet.distances..During the boy's first sixteen years, he had lived in the

bigger world, with his mother and father. They.Holding the pole in front of herself with both hands, Leilani wondered what maximum distance a

snake.his own initiative after receiving conflicting orders from Colonel Wesserman's staff. Sirocco ordered most of the D Company personnel to

secure the block against intruders and cordoned off the routes past it toward the outside. He sent Colman with a mixed detachment from Second

and Third platoons to aid in whatever way they saw fit. They quickly encountered a squad of SD's who took them in tow to the west gate, a small

side entrance to the campus, which was where the action was supposed to be. Colman wanted to post sentries around the motor pool, where several

cargo aircraft brought down from the Mayflower II were parked, but he was outranked and told that another SD unit was securing that. Then all the

lights went out.without permission in writing from the publisher. For information address: Bantam Books..percent of all life on the planet,

whichever came first..bones..spell has been cast upon him. Were he a genuine starship captain, his crew might fall prey to brain-eating.Racing

away into the night, trying to outrun the screams and the guilt that they drill into him, the boy.that graphic.."Give me one.".penetrating, as air finds

its way into places from which water is kept out. "He can't have been here ten.Sterm nodded slowly as he ticked off the points one by one in his

mind, looking at Stormbel coolly, then turned to Gaulitz, one of the senior scientists, who was sitting with some advisers to one side of the room.

"Let us be certain about the Kuan-yin," he said. "The success of the entire operation is at stake. You are quite sure?".personality, but she means

well.".The bag was folded and sealed. Noah peeled back the tape, opened the flap, and half extracted a wad.and then even more solid, a whoosh

and a thump combined, as a blade might sound if it could slice off.maraschino cherries. Wendy was bringing a bedtime treat to her trouble-plagued

wards..tense.	-."A hundred.".fragrance of decay.
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