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The vizier's story pleased the king and he bade depart to his dwelling..How many, in Yemameh, dishevelled widows plain! i. 50..65. The Simpleton
and the Sharper dclii.86. The Three Unfortunate Lovers dclxxii.Ill Effects of Precipitation, Of the, i. 98..Then they attired Dinarzad in a dress of
blue brocade and she became as she were the full moon, whenas it shineth forth. So they displayed her in this, for the first dress, before King
Shahzeman, who rejoiced in her and well-nigh took leave of his wits for longing and amorous desire; yea, he was distraught with love for her,
whenas he saw her, for, indeed, she was as saith of her one of her describers in the following verses:.Now she was righteous in all her dealings and
swerved not from one word; (3) so, when he saw that she consented not unto him, he misdoubted that she would tell his brother, when he returned
from his journey, and said to her, 'An thou consent not to this whereof I require thee, I will cause thee fall into suspicion and thou wilt perish.'
Quoth she, 'Be God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) [judge] betwixt me and thee, and know that, shouldst thou tear me limb from
limb, I would not consent to that whereto thou biddest me.' His folly (4) persuaded him that she would tell her husband; so, of his exceeding
despite, he betook himself to a company of people in the mosque and told them that he had witnessed a man commit adultery with his brother's
wife. They believed his saying and took act of his accusation and assembled to stone her. Then they dug her a pit without the city and seating her
therein, stoned her, till they deemed her dead, when they left her..? ? ? ? ? a. The Christian Broker's Story cvii.Er Reshid considered her beauty and
the goodliness of her singing and her eloquence and what not else she comprised of qualities and rejoiced with an exceeding joyance; and for the
stress of that which overcame him of delight, he descended from the couch and sitting down with her upon the ground, said to her, 'Thou hast done
well, O Tuhfeh. By Allah, thou art indeed a gift' (187) Then he turned to Ishac and said to him, 'Thou dealtest not equitably, O Ishac, in the
description of this damsel, (188) neither settest out all that she compriseth of goodliness and skill; for that, by Allah, she is incomparably more
skilful than thou; and I know of this craft that which none knoweth other than I!' 'By Allah,' exclaimed Jaafer, 'thou sayst sooth, O my lord, O
Commander of the Faithful. Indeed, this damsel hath done away my wit' Quoth Ishac, 'By Allah, O Commander of the Faithful, I had said that there
was not on the face of the earth one who knew the craft of the lute like myself; but, when I heard her, my skill became nothing worth in mine
eyes.'.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Old Man's Story viii.The Eighteenth Night of the Month..So Iblis the Accursed drank and said, 'Well done, O desire of
hearts! but thou owest me yet another song.' Then he filled the cup and signed to her to sing. Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience,' and sang the
following verses:.Then the thieves addressed themselves to sharing their booty and presently fell out concerning a sword that was among the spoil,
who should take it. Quoth the captain, 'Methinks we were better prove it; so, if it be good, we shall know its worth, and if it be ill, we shall know
that.' And they said, 'Try it on this dead man, for he is fresh.' So the captain took the sword and drawing it, poised it and brandished it; but, when Er
Razi saw this, he made sure of death and said in himself, 'I have borne the washing and the boiling water and the pricking with the knife and the
grave and its straitness and all this [beating], trusting in God that I might be delivered from death, and [hitherto] I have been delivered; but, as for
the sword, I may not brook that, for but one stroke of it, and I am a dead man.'.I am content, for him I love, to all abide, iii. 25..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of
the Physician Douban xi.To return to the queen his wife. When the Magian fled with her, he proffered himself to her and lavished unto her wealth
galore, but she rejected his suit and was like to slay herself for chagrin at that which had befallen and for grief for her separation from her husband.
Moreover, she refused meat and drink and offered to cast herself into the sea; but the Magian shackled her and straitened her and clad her in a gown
of wool and said to her, 'I will continue thee in misery and abjection till thou obey me and consent to my wishes.' So she took patience and looked
for God to deliver her from the hand of that accursed one; and she ceased not to travel with him from place to place till he came with her to the city
wherein her husband was king and his goods were put under seal..When it was the appointed time, there came to us the man of the Sultan's guards,
[who had accompanied the Jew, when he came to complain of the loss of the money,] and said, "The Sultan biddeth you nail up (143) the Jew and
bring the money, for that there is no way by which five thousand dinars can be lost." Wherefore we knew that our device sufficed not. So I went
forth and finding a young man, a Haurani, (144) passing the road, laid hands on him and stripped him and beat him with palm-rods. Then I clapped
him in irons and carrying him to the prefecture, beat him again, saying to them, "This is the thief who stole the money." And we strove to make him
confess; but he would not confess. So we beat him a third and a fourth time, till we were weary and exhausted and he became unable to return an
answer. But, when we had made an end of beating and tormenting him, he said, "I will fetch the money forthright.".? ? ? ? ? All, all, for thy sweet
sake, I left; ay, I forsook Aziz, my sire, and those akin to me that hight.The First Night of the Month.Numan (En) and the Arab of the Benou Tai, i.
203..? ? ? ? ? But the Merciful yet may incline thee to me And unite us again, in despite of our foes!.N.B.--The Roman numerals denote the
volume, the Arabic the page.76. The Khalif El Hakim and the Merchant ccclxxxix.Officer's Story, The Twelfth, ii. 179..? ? ? ? ? Haste not to that
thou dost desire, for haste is still unblest; Be merciful to men, as thou on mercy reckonest;.145. The Bedouin and his Wife dcxci.Idiot and the
Sharper, The, i. 298..8. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar clxiii.? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlxiii.? ? ? ? ? Though they
their journey's goal, alas I have hidden, in their track Still will I follow on until the very planets wane..? ? ? ? ? For 'twixt the closing of an eye and
th'opening thereof, God hath it in His power to change a case from foul to fair..85. Jaafer the Barmecide and the Old Bedouin cccxcv.When the
morning morrowed, the king went forth and sitting down on the throne of the kingship, summoned the grandees of his empire; whereupon the
chamberlains and deputies and captains of the host went in to him and kissed the earth before him. He distinguished the vizier with his especial
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favour and bestowed on him a dress of honour and entreated him with the utmost kindness, after which he set forth briefly to his chief officers that
which had betided him with Shehrzad and how he had turned from that his former usance and repented him of what he had done aforetime and
purposed to take the vizier's daughter Shehrzad to wife and let draw up the contract of marriage with her..He [seated himself on the divan and] leant
upon a cushion, whilst she put out her hand to her veil and did it off. Then she put off her heavy outer clothes and discovered her charms,
whereupon he embraced her and kissed her and swived her; after which they washed and returned to their place and he said to her, 'Know that I
have little knowledge [of what goes on] in my house, for that I trust to my servant; so arise thou and see what the boy hath made ready in the
kitchen.' Accordingly, she arose and going down into the kitchen, saw cooking pots over the fire, wherein were all manner of dainty meats, and
manchet-bread and fresh almond-and-honey cakes. So she set bread on a dish and ladled out [what she would] from the pots and brought it to
him..70. Aboulaswed and his squinting Slave-girl ccclxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Old Man's Story ii.?Story of King Dadbin and His Viziers..? ?
? ? ? My heart belike shall his infect with softness, even as me His body with disease infects, of its seductive air..65. The Loves of the Boy and Girl
at School ccclxxxv.King Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er Rehwan, i. 215..Calcutta (1814-18) Text..? ? ? ? ? Upon that day my loves my presence did
depart;.As I sat one day at the door of the prefecture, a woman entered and said to me privily, "O my lord, I am the wife of such an one the
physician, and with him is a company of the notables (114) of the city, drinking wine in such a place." When I heard this, I misliked to make a
scandal; so I rebuffed her and sent her away. Then I arose and went alone to the place in question and sat without till the door opened, when I
rushed in and entering, found the company engaged as the woman had set out, and she herself with them. I saluted them and they returned my
greeting and rising, entreated me with honour and seated me and brought me to eat. Then I informed them how one had denounced them to me, but
I had driven him (115) away and come to them by myself; wherefore they thanked me and praised me for my goodness. Then they brought out to
me from among them two thousand dirhems (116) and I took them and went away..He gained him wealth and returning to his native land, after
twenty years' absence, alighted in the neighbourhood of an old woman, whom he bespoke fair and entreated with liberality, requiring of her a
wench whom he might lie withal. Quoth she, 'I know none but a certain fair woman, who is renowned for this fashion.' (12) Then she described her
charms to him and made him lust after her, and he said, 'Hasten to her forthright and lavish unto her that which she asketh, [in exchange for her
favours].' So the old woman betook herself to the damsel and discovered to her the man's wishes and bade her to him; but she answered, saying, 'It
is true that I was on this [fashion of] whoredom [aforetime]; but now I have repented to God the Most High and hanker no more after this; nay, I
desire lawful marriage; so, if he be content with that which is lawful, I am at his service.'.? ? ? ? ? bb. The King of Hind and his Visier
dccccxxviii.'I was aforetime in such a city and hid a thousand dirhems in a monastery there. After awhile, I went thither and taking the money,
bound it about my middle. [Then I set out to return] and when I came to the desert, the carrying of the money was burdensome to me. Presently, I
espied a horseman pricking after me; so I [waited till he came up and] said to him, "O horseman, carry this money [for me] and earn reward and
recompense [from God]." "Nay," answered he; "I will not do it, for I should weary myself and weary my horse." Then he went on, but, before he
had gone far, he said in himself, "If I take up the money and spur my horse and forego him, how shall he overtake me?" And I also said in myself,
"Verily, I erred [in asking him to carry the money]; for, had he taken it and made off, I could have done nought." Then he turned back to me and
said to me, "Hand over the money, that I may carry it for thee." But I answered him, saying, "That which hath occurred to thy mind hath occurred
to mine also; so go in peace."'.? ? ? ? ? q. The Lady and her five Suitors dxciii.? ? ? ? ? d. The Crow and the Serpent dcccciii.?THE THIEF'S
STORY..Then they displayed Shehrzad in the third dress and the fourth and the fifth, and she became as she were a willow-wand or a thirsting
gazelle, goodly of grace and perfect of attributes, even as saith of her one in the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? And whenas the dogs at a fountain have
lapped, The lions to drink of the water forbear.".? ? ? ? ? Lo! in the garden-ways, the place of ease and cheer, Still, like the moon at full, my light
thou mayst espy..? ? ? ? ? Him I beseech our loves who hath dissevered, Us of his grace once more to reunite..Uselessness of Endeavour against
Persistent Ill Fortune, Of the, i. 70.? ? ? ? ? The huntress of th' eyes (60) by night came to me. "Turn in peace," [Quoth I to her;] "This is no time for
visiting, I ween.".? ? ? ? ? My fruit is a jewel all wroughten of gold, Whose beauty amazeth all those that behold..Now the uncle's son of the king of
the city had aforetime disputed [the kingship] with him, and the people misliked the king; but God the Most High decreed that he should get the
better of his cousin. However, jealousy of him abode in his heart and he acquainted the vizier, who hid it not and sent [him] money. Moreover, he
fell to summoning [all strangers who came to the town], man after man, and questioning them of their faith and their worldly estate, and whoso
answered him not [to his liking], he took his good. (231) Now a certain wealthy man of the Muslims was on a journey and it befell that he arrived
at that city by night, unknowing what was to do, and coming to the ruin aforesaid, gave the old woman money and said to her, 'No harm upon thee.'
Whereupon she lifted up her voice and prayed [for him], He set down his merchandise by her [and abode with her] the rest of the night and the next
day..? ? ? ? ? k. The Vizier's Son and the Bathkeeper's Wife dcccclxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? Nay, though ye read therein discourse that sure should speak To
heart and soul, no word thereunto ye replied,.?STORY OF THE MAN WHOSE CAUTION WAS THE CAUSE OF HIS DEATH..60. Uns el
Wujoud and the Vizier's Daughter Rose-in-bud ccclxxi.? ? ? ? ? Still, as my transports wax, grows restlessness on me And woes have ta'en the
place of love-delight denied.."By Allah, he treadeth no carpet of mine! Who is at the door other than he?" "Jerir ibn el Khetefa," answered Adi; and
Omar said, "It is he who saith ... " [And he recited as follows:].Razi (Er) and El Merouzi, ii. 28..So Belehwan the froward abode king in his father's
room and his affairs prospered, what while the young Melik Shah lay in the underground dungeon four full-told years, till his charms faded and his
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favour changed. When God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) willed to relieve him and bring him forth of the prison, Belehwan sat
one day with his chief officers and the grandees of his state and discoursed with them of the story of King Suleiman Shah and what was in his
heart. Now there were present certain viziers, men of worth, and they said to him, 'O king, verily God hath been bountiful unto thee and hath
brought thee to thy wish, so that thou art become king in thy father's stead and hast gotten thee that which thou soughtest. But, as for this boy, there
is no guilt in him, for that, from the day of his coming into the world, he hath seen neither ease nor joyance, and indeed his favour is faded and his
charms changed [with long prison]. What is his offence that he should merit this punishment? Indeed, it is others than he who were to blame, and
God hath given thee the victory over them, and there is no fault in this poor wight.' Quoth Belehwan, 'Indeed, it is as ye say; but I am fearful of his
craft and am not assured from his mischief; belike the most part of the folk will incline unto him.' 'O king,' answered they, 'what is this boy and
what power hath he? If thou fear him, send him to one of the frontiers.' And Belehwan said, 'Ye say sooth: we will send him to be captain over such
an one of the marches.'.El Abbas looked at them and saw the ensigns displayed and the standards loosed and heard the drums beating; so he bade
his servant saddle him a charger and look to the girths and bring him his harness of war. Quoth Aamir, "And indeed I saw El Abbas his eyes flash
and the hair of his hands stood on end, for that indeed horsemanship (69) abode [rooted in his heart]."So he mounted his charger, whilst Aamir also
bestrode a war-horse, and they went forth with the troops and fared on two days. On the third day, after the hour of the mid-afternoon prayer, they
came in sight of the enemy and the two armies met and the ranks joined battle. The strife raged amain and sore was the smiting, whilst the dust rose
in clouds and hung vaulted [over them], so that all eyes were blinded; and they ceased not from the battle till the night overtook them, when the two
hosts drew off from the mellay and passed the night, perplexed concerning themselves [and the issue of their affair]..136. The History ot Gherib
and his Brother Agib dcxxiv."Except," continued the Khalif, "he were the enemy of God, he had wished for her in this world, so he might after
[repent and] return to righteous dealing. By Allah, he shall not come in to me! Who is at the door other than he?" Quoth Adi, "Jemil ben Mamer el
Udhri (51) is at the door;" and Omar said, "It is he who says in one of his odes" ... [And he recited the following:].So he repaired to the vizier and
repeated to him the answer; and he marvelled at its justness and said to him, 'Go; by Allah, I will ask thee no more questions, for thou with thy skill
marrest my foundation.' (233) Then he entreated him friendly and the merchant acquainted him with the affair of the old woman; whereupon quoth
the vizier, 'Needs must the man of understanding company with those of understanding.' Thus did this weak woman restore to that man his life and
good on the easiest wise. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the credulous husband.".?Story of King Ibrahim and
His Son..When twenty days had passed by, each [egg] was hatched, and the vizier bade them pair the chickens, male and female, and rear them
well. So they did this and it was found a charge unto no one. Then they waited for them awhile and after this the vizier enquired of the chickens and
was told that they were become fowls. Moreover, they brought him all their eggs and he bade set them; and after twenty days there were hatched
from each [pair] of them thirty or five-and-twenty or fifteen [chickens] at the least. The vizier let note against each man the number of chickens that
pertained to him, and after two months, he took the old hens and the cockerels, and there came to him from each man nigh half a score, and he left
the [young] hens with them. On like wise he sent to the country folk and let the cocks abide with them. So he got him young ones [galore] and
appropriated to himself the sale of the fowls, and on this wise he got him, in the course of a year, that which the regal estate required of the king
and his affairs were set right for him by the vizier's contrivance. And he peopled (258) the country and dealt justly by his subjects and returned to
them all that he took from them and lived a happy and prosperous life. Thus good judgment and prudence are better than wealth, for that
understanding profiteth at all times and seasons. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the man whose caution slew
him.".My fortitude fails, my endeavour is vain, ii. 95..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? wa. The Hawk and the Locust dccccxvi.Then he sat down again upon the
throne of his kingship, whilst the vizier stood before him, and they returned to their former estate, but they had nought of the [goods of the world].
So the king said to his vizier, 'How shall we avail to abide in this city, and we in this state of poverty?' And he answered, 'Be at thine ease and have
no concern.' Then he singled out one of the soldiers (255) and said to him, 'Send us thy service (256) for the year.' Now there were in the city fifty
thousand subjects (257) and in the hamlets and villages a like number; and the vizier sent to each of these, saying, 'Let each of you get an egg and
lay it under a hen.' So they did this and it was neither burden nor grievance to them..? ? ? ? ? Oft as I strove to make her keep the troth of love, Unto
concealment's ways still would she turn aside..One day, I changed my clothes and putting money in my sleeve, sallied forth to explore the holes
and corners of this city, and as I was going about, I saw a handsome house. Its goodliness pleased me; so I stood looking on it, and behold, a lovely
woman [at the lattice]. When she saw me, she made haste and descended, whilst I abode confounded. Then I betook myself to a tailor there and
questioned him of the house and to whom it belonged. Quoth he, "It belongeth to such an one the notary, may God curse him!" "Is he her father?"
asked I; [and he replied, "Yes."] So I repaired in haste to a man, with whom I had been used to deposit my goods for sale, and told him that I
desired to gain access to such an one the notary. Accordingly he assembled his friends and we betook ourselves to the notary's house. When we
came in to him, we saluted him and sat with him, and I said to him, "I come to thee as a suitor, desiring the hand of thy daughter in marriage."
Quoth he, "I have no daughter befitting this man." And I rejoined, "God aid thee! My desire is for thee and not for her." (213) But he still refused
and his friends said to him, "This is an honourable man and thine equal in estate, and it is not lawful to thee that thou hinder the girl of her fortune."
Quoth he to them, "Verily, my daughter whom ye seek is passing foul-favoured and in her are all blameworthy qualities." And I said, "I accept her,
though she be as thou sayest." Then said the folk, "Extolled be the perfection of God! A truce to talk! [The thing is settled;] so say the word, how
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much wilt thou have [to her dowry]?" Quoth he, "I must have four thousand dinars." And I said, "Hearkening and obedience.".Accordingly,
Shefikeh went out and repairing to the nurse's house, found her clad in apparel other (100) than that which she had been wont to wear aforetime. So
she saluted her and said to her, "Whence hadst thou this dress, than which there is no goodlier?" "O Shefikeh," answered the nurse, "thou deemest
that I have gotten (101) no good save of thy mistress; but, by Allah, had I endeavoured for her destruction, I had done [that which was my right],
for that she did with me what thou knowest (102) and bade the eunuch beat me, without offence of me committed; wherefore do thou tell her that
he, on whose behalf I bestirred myself with her, hath made me quit of her and her humours, for that he hath clad me in this habit and given me two
hundred and fifty dinars and promised me the like thereof every year and charged me serve none of the folk.".Then he called Sitt el Milah and said
to her, "The house [wherein thou lodgest] and that which is therein Is a guerdon [from me] to thy lord. So do thou take him and depart with him in
the safeguard of God the Most High; but absent not yourselves from our presence." [So she went forth with Noureddin and] when she came to the
house, she found that the Commander of the Faithful had sent them gifts galore and abundance of good things. As for Noureddin, he sent for his
father and mother and appointed him agents and factors in the city of Damascus, to take the rent of the houses and gardens and khans and baths;
and they occupied themselves with collecting that which accrued to him and sending it to him every year. Meanwhile, his father and mother came
to him, with that which they had of monies and treasures and merchandise, and foregathering with their son, saw that he was become of the chief
officers of the Commander of the Faithful and of the number of his session-mates and entertainers, wherefore they rejoiced in reunion with him and
he also rejoiced in them..? ? ? ? ? Your water I'll leave without drinking, for there Too many already have drunken whilere..The Eighth Day..Then
the rest of the women of the palace came all to him and lifted him into a sitting posture, when he found himself upon a couch, stuffed all with
floss-silk and raised a cubit's height from the ground. (19) So they seated him upon it and propped him up with a pillow, and he looked at the
apartment and its greatness and saw those eunuchs and slave-girls in attendance upon him and at his head, whereat he laughed at himself and said,
"By Allah, it is not as I were on wake, and [yet] I am not asleep!" Then he arose and sat up, whilst the damsels laughed at him and hid [their
laughter] from him; and he was confounded in his wit and bit upon his finger. The bite hurt him and he cried "Oh!" and was vexed; and the Khalif
watched him, whence he saw him not, and laughed..So he did this, and when it was night, he covered the pit with a light covering, so that, whenas
the vizier stepped upon it, it would give way with him. Then he sent to him and summoned him to the presence in the king's name, and the
messenger bade him enter by the privy door. So he entered in thereat, alone, and when he stepped upon the covering of the pit, it gave way with
him and he fell to the bottom; whereupon the king's brother fell to pelting him with stones. When the vizier saw what had betided him, he gave
himself up for lost; so he stirred not and lay still. The prince, seeing him make no motion, [deemed him dead]; so he took him forth and wrapping
him up in his clothes, cast him into the billows of the sea in the middle of the night. When the vizier felt the water, he awoke from the swoon and
swam awhile, till a ship passed by him, whereupon he cried out to the sailors and they took him up..? ? ? ? ? Who letteth us or hind'reth our way, I
spring on him, As springeth lynx or panther upon the frighted deer;.The king read the letter and said to Abou Temam, "We will do what behoveth
in the matter; but, O Abou Temam, needs must thou see my daughter and she thee, and needs must thou hear her speech and she thine.' So saying,
he sent him to the lodging of the princess, who had had notice of this; so that they had adorned her sitting-chamber with the costliest that might be
of utensils of gold and silver and the like, and she seated herself on a throne of gold, clad in the most sumptuous of royal robes and ornaments.
When Abou Temam entered, he bethought himself and said, 'The wise say, he who restraineth his sight shall suffer no evil and he who guardeth his
tongue shall hear nought of foul, and he who keepeth watch over his hand, it shall be prolonged and not curtailed.' (121) So he entered and seating
himself on the ground, [cast down his eyes and] covered his hands and feet with his dress. (122) Quoth the king's daughter to him, 'Lift thy head, O
Abou Temam, and look on me and speak with me.' But he spoke not neither raised his head, and she continued, 'They sent thee but that thou
mightest look on me and speak with me, and behold, thou speakest not at all. Take of these pearls that be around thee and of these jewels and gold
and silver. But he put not forth his hand unto aught, and when she saw that he paid no heed to anything, she was angry and said, 'They have sent me
a messenger, blind, dumb and deaf.'.? ? ? ? ? A good it is to have one's loved ones ever near,.Meanwhile, the king and queen abode in the island,
over against the old man and woman, and ate of the fruits that were in the island and drank of its waters, till, one day, as they sat, there came a ship
and moored to the side of the island, to fill up with water, whereupon they (63) looked at each other and spoke. The master of the ship was a
Magian and all that was therein, both men and goods, belonged to him, for that he was a merchant and went round about the world. Now covetise
deluded the old man, the owner of the island, and he went up [into the ship] and gave the Magian news of the king's wife, setting out to him her
charms, till he made him yearn unto her and his soul prompted him to use treachery and practise upon her and take her from her hnsband. So he
sent to her, saying, 'With us in the ship is a woman with child, and we fear lest she be delivered this night. Hast thou skill in the delivering of
women?' And she answered, 'Yes.' Now it was the last of the day; so he sent to her to come up into the ship and deliver the woman, for that the
pangs of labour were come upon her; and he promised her clothes and spending-money. Accordingly, she embarked in all assurance, with a heart at
ease for herself, and transported her gear to the ship; but no sooner was she come thither than the anchors were weighed and the canvas spread and
the ship set sail..? ? ? ? ? They left me and content forthright forsook my heart,.? ? ? ? ? Tirewomen to the bride, who whiskers, ay, and beard Upon
her face produce, they never would assign. (194).?THE KING'S SON WHO FELL IN LOVE WITH THE PICTURE..A certain singing-woman
was fair of favour and high in repute, and it befell one day that she went out apleasuring. As she sat, (133) behold, a man lopped of the hand
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stopped to beg of her, and he entered in at the door. Then he touched her with his stump, saying, "Charity, for the love of God!" but she answered,
"God open [on thee the gate of subsistence]!" and reviled him. Some days after this, there came to her a messenger and gave her the hire of her
going forth. (134) So she took with her a handmaid and an accompanyist; (135) and when she came to the appointed place, the messenger brought
her into a long passage, at the end whereof was a saloon. So (quoth she) we entered and found none therein, but saw the [place made ready for an]
entertainment with candles and wine and dessert, and in another place we saw food and in a third beds..? ? ? ? ? To Baghdad upon a matter of all
moment do I fare, For the love of one whose beauties have my reason led astray..?STORY OF THE SHARPERS WITH THE
MONEY-CHANGER AND THE ASS..Then he conferred on him a dress of honour and engaged to him for the completion of the dowry and sent
to his father, giving him the glad news and comforting his heart with [the tidings of] his son's safety; after which he said to Bihzad, Arise, O my
son, and go to thy father.' 'O king,' rejoined the prince, 'complete thy kindness to me by [hastening] my going-in to my wife; for, if I go back to my
father, till he send a messenger and he return, promising me, the time will be long.' The king laughed and marvelled at him and said to him, 'I fear
for thee from this haste, lest thou come to shame and attain not thy desire.' Then he gave him wealth galore and wrote him letters, commending him
to the father of the princess, and despatched him to them. When he drew near their country, the king came forth to meet him with the people of his
realm and assigned him a handsome lodging and bade hasten the going-in of his daughter to him, in compliance with the other king's letter.
Moreover, he advised the prince's father [of his son's coming] and they busied themselves with the affair of the damsel..? ? ? ? ? She shot at me a
shaft that reached my heart and I became The bond- man of despair, worn out with effort all in vain..When the evening evened, the king summoned
his vizier and bade him tell the [promised] story. So he said, "It is well. Know, O king, that.Then he bade set up for her a tent and another for
himself, facing hers, so he might worship God with her, and fell to sending her food; and she said in herself, 'This is a king and it is not lawful for
me that I suffer him forsake his subjects and his kingdom for my sake. So she said to the serving-woman, who used to bring her the food, 'Speak to
the king, so he may return to his women, for he hath no need of me and I desire to abide in this place, so I may worship God the Most High therein.'
The slave-girl returned to the king and told him this, whereupon he sent back to her, saying, 'I have no need of the kingship and I also desire to
abide here and worship God with thee in this desert.' When she found this earnestness in him, she consented to his wishes and said, 'O king, I will
consent unto thee in that which thou desirest and will be to thee a wife, but on condition that thou bring me Dadbin the king and his Vizier Kardan
and his chamberlain (116) and that they be present in thine assembly, so I may speak a word with them in thy presence, to the intent that thou
mayest redouble in affection for me.' Quoth Kisra, 'And what is thine occasion unto this?' So she related to him her story from first to last, how she
was the wife of Dadbin the king and how the latter's vizier had miscalled her honour..As for King Shehriyar, he marvelled at Shehrzad with the
utmost wonder and drew her near to his heart, of his much love for her; and she was magnified in his eyes and he said in himself, "By Allah, the
like of this woman is not deserving of slaughter, for indeed the time affordeth not her like. By Allah, I have been heedless of mine affair, and had
not God overcome me with His mercy and put this woman at my service, so she might adduce to me manifest instances and truthful cases and
goodly admonitions and edifying traits, such as should restore me to the [right] road, [I had come to perdition!]. Wherefore to God be the praise for
this and I beseech Him to make my end with her like unto that of the vizier and Shah Bekht." Then sleep overcame the king and glory be unto Him
who sleepeth not!.? ? ? ? ? His love on him took pity and wept for his dismay: Of those that him did visit she was, as sick he lay..As for his mother,
Shah Khatoun, great was her longing for her son and she [still] thought of him and news of him was cut off from her, wherefore her life was
troubled and she forswore sleep and could not make mention of him before King Caesar her husband. Now she had an eunuch who had come with
her from the court of her uncle King Suleiman Shah, and he was intelligent, quickwitted, a man of good counsel. So she took him apart one day and
said to him, 'Thou hast been my servant from my childhood to this day; canst thou not therefore avail to get me news of my son, for that I cannot
speak of his matter?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'this is an affair that thou hast concealed from the first, and were thy son here, it would not be
possible for thee to harbour him, lest thine honour fall into suspicion with the king; for they would never credit thee, since the news hath been
spread abroad that thy son was slain by his uncle.' Quoth she, 'The case is even as thou sayst and thou speakest truly; but, provided I know that my
son is alive, let him be in these parts pasturing sheep and let me not see him nor he me.' And he said to her, 'How shall we contrive in this affair?'
'Here are my treasures and my wealth,' answered she. 'Take all thou wilt and bring me my son or else news of him.'.? ? ? ? ? So get thee gone, then,
from a house wherein thou art abased And let not severance from friends lie heavy on thy spright..? ? ? ? ? O thou my inclining to love him that
blamest, Shall lovers be blamed for the errors of Fate?.83. The Woman's Trick against her Husband cccxciii.? ? ? ? ? Then was my heart by that
which caused my agitation seared, And from mine eyelids still the tears poured down without relent..So El Merouzi went away and the other turned
to his wife and said to her, 'We have gotten us great plenty of money, and yonder dog would fain take the half of it; but this shall never be, for that
my mind hath been changed against him, since I heard him solicit thee; wherefore I purpose to play him a trick and enjoy all the money; and do not
thou cross me.' ' It is well,' answered she, and he said to her, '[To-morrow] at day-peep I will feign myself dead and do thou cry out and tear thy
hair, whereupon the folk will flock to me. Then lay me out and bury me, and when the folk are gone away [from the burial-place], do thou dig
down to me and take me; and have no fear for me, for I can abide two days in the tomb [without hurt].' And she answered, 'Do what thou wilt.'.? ? ?
? ? Lo, since the day I left you, O my masters, Life is not sweet, no aye my heart is light..When the night was half spent, I arose [and went forth the
tent] to do an occasion of mine, and none knew of my case save this woman. The dogs misdoubted of me and followed me and gave not over
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besetting me, till I fell on my back into a deep pit, wherein was water, and one of the dogs fell in with me. The woman, who was then a girl in the
first bloom of youth, full of strength and spirit, was moved to pity on me, for that wherein I was fallen, and coming to me with a rope, said to me,
"Lay hold of this rope." So I laid hold of the rope and clung to it and she pulled me up; but, when I was halfway up, I pulled her [down] and she fell
with me into the pit; and there we abode three days, she and I and the dog..? ? ? ? ? O friends, the tears flow ever, in mockery of my pain; My heart
is sick for sev'rance and love-longing in vain..When the evening came, the king bade fetch the vizier; so he presented himself before him and the
king bade him tell the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king (but God alone knoweth His secret purpose and is
versed in all that is past and was foredone among bygone peoples), that.? ? ? ? ? Assemble, ye people of passion, I pray; For the hour of our
torment hath sounded to-day..Like the full moon she shows upon a night of fortune fair, iii. 191..? ? ? ? ? a. The King and his Vizier's Wife
dcccclxxx.30. Isaac of Mosul's Story of Khedijeh and the Khalif Mamoun cclxxix.112. Aboulhusn and his Slave-girl Taweddud ccccxxxvi."Be it as
thou deemest," answered Er Reshid and caused return the damsel to her chamber, saying to her, "The Lady Zubeideh saith thus and thus." Quoth
she, "God requite her for me with good! Indeed, thou dealest equitably, O Commander of the Faithful, in this judgment." And he answered, "Go
now to thy place, and to-morrow we will let bring thy lord." So she kissed the earth and recited the following verses:
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