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"No reason to stay. When I was eight, my parents were killed in a fire. Our house burned down. I was taken in by a balmy old woman who lived

not far away. I had some kin, but they didn't want me." He looked at me, trusting me. "They're pretty superstitious back in there, you know.

Thought I was . . . marked. Anyway, the old woman took me in. She was a midwife, but she fancied herself a witch or something. Always making

me drink some mess she'd brewed up. She fed me, clothed me, educated me, after a fashion, tried to teach me all her conjures, but I never could

take 'em seriously." He grinned sheepishly. "I did chores for her and eventually became a sort of assistant, I guess. I helped her birth babies . . . I

mean, deliver babies a couple of times, but that didn't last long. The parents were afraid me bein' around might mark the baby. She taught me to

read and I couldn't stop. She had a lot of books she'd dredged up somewhere, most of 'em published before the First World War. I read a complete

set of encyclopedias?published in 1911.".Amos stood blinking as jewels by the thousands fell out on the floor, glittering and gleaming, red, green,

and yellow..Nolan turned and glanced at the girl who lay beside him. She stared up through the shadows with slitted eyes unblinking above high

cheekbones, her thin brown body relaxed and immobile. Hard to believe that only moments ago this same body had been a writhing, wriggling coil

of insatiable appetite, gripping and enfolding him until he was drained and spent.."You take it easy. What's this about another one?".reappeared. He

turned the other way; they whirled back..trouble. He saw her turn away and bend to the ground to pick up her helmet, so she could tell him

what.When the gag came off, the story came out, and the part of the story the jailor had slept through the grey man could guess for himself. So he

untied the jailor and called the sailors and made plans for Amos' and the prince's return. The last thing the grey man did was take the beautiful

costume back to his cabin where die black trunk was waiting..weren't whole. I wasn't whole. He had something I didn't have, something we'd been

sharing. She.He shook his head, perplexed. "HI tell you, Madeline, it doesn't.From Competition 18: Transposed SF titles.but never used them..it is

against the vicissitudes of fortune. The existence of congenital disorders and gene deficiencies is the."Okay, keep spread out on both sides,

everybody. Jim, can you and Edie head him off before he.10. A poem giving an eyewitness account of something awful happening hi Arizona, in

February..films, Isaac Asimov on cloning, and a sampling from our competitions..the next morning while I was taking my wake-up walk along the

beach, I saw no reason not to pass her."What about the window? Was it locked too?".I monitor crossflow conversations through plugs inserted hi

both ears as set-up people check out the lights, sound, color, and all the rest of the systems. Finally some nameless tech comes on circuit to give my

stun console a run-through..the entire mission on a configuration the people back on Earth wouldn't certify.".problem of coping with, the collapsing

roof, which promptly buried her in folds of clear plastic. It was far."Don't you see?" she went on, calmer now. "It's too pat, too much of a

coincidence. This thing is like.And that is the end of the story..February. That's where she's gone DOW?to Arizona, to wait for it. This is the third

time she's taken.6	Damon Knight."Brethren," he said in that rich resonant voice of his, and instantly he had everybody's complete attention. It's no

wonder we jumped at the chance to have him represent us at the bargaining table when he so generously offered to..action again, finds two gunmen

on the grassy knoll, one aiming across the top of a station wagon, one."Ah," said Lea, "the second question is easy to answer, but the first is not so

simple. For that is the.She found the pins. Sitting down in the same chair Selene had occupied, she swept her hair up with her arms, then used one

hand to hold it while she began pinning it in place. The poly turned a bright mottle of yellow and orange..For beneath her scarlet cape was a veil of

green satin, and topazes flashed yellow along the hem in the lightning that still flickered from the mirror. Now she threw the veil back from her

shoulders..only fair to warn you, though. I'm harder to get along with than Mandy.".with first chance at absorbing nutrients from the maternal

bloodstream, some with only a later chance..the nimbleness of a monkey and crawled onto the boy's back. Detweiler was breathing heavily,

clasping.evening when there's a beautiful rainbow looped across the world?".As Amos was about to leave, the grey man picked up a

brilliant.Satisfied, Brother Hart sat down to eat. But Hinda was not hungry. She watched her brother for a while through slotted eyes..Ninety-five.

There's only a little travel left in the console slides..She was in time to see McKillian and Ralston hurrying into the lab at the back of the ship.

There was a red light flashing, but she quickly saw it was not the worst it could be; the pressure light still glowed green. It was the smoke detector.

The smoke was coming from the lab..Singh stood up. He was moved, but did not trust himself to show ft adequately. So he sounded rather abrupt,

though polite..major blowout..you. Next week is the Senator's birthday. Mandy will be asking you to take her shopping for a gift." She.He

examined the dome as he walked back to camp. There was a figure hazily visible through the plastic. At this distance he would have been unable to

tell who it was if it weren't for the black face. He saw her step up to the dome wall and wipe a clear circle to look through. She spotted his bright

red suit and pointed at him. She was suited except for her helmet, which contained her radio. He knew he was in trouble. He saw her turn away and

bend to the ground to pick up her helmet, so she could tell him what she thought of people who disobeyed her orders, when the dome shuddered

like jellyfish..?As Atropos raises the terrible, cold-shining blades of the Norn-shears and with only the barest hesitation cuts the wires. Limbs."No.

Did yoo read that?".IX.The problem with literature and literary criticism is that there is no obvious craft involved?so people.**I see him; he's in the

brook, going upstream.**.That, in a nutshell, was Barry's problem. At last he had his license and could talk to anyone he wanted to talk to, but he

didn't know what to talk about. He had no ideas of his own. He agreed with anything anyone said. The skit had been both essentially truthful and

unjustifiably cruel. Too much sunbathing probably was dangerous. Porpoises probably were as smart as people..products, and physical structures,

all of which influence one another. Some genes are inhibited and some.Ike and I were on picket duty when we heard that the latest bargaining
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session had gone Pffft! Eli.On December 12, 1968, I gave a talk to a meeting of doctors and lawyers in San Jose, California.* Naturally, I was

asked to speak on some subject that would interest both groups. Some instinct told me that medical malpractice suits might interest both but would

nevertheless not be a useful topic. I spoke on genetic engineering instead, therefore, and, toward the end, discussed the matter of cloning..center of

the screen: a thing like a hairy beetle, its body covered with thick black hairs or spines; it stands.She threw up her hands. "How can I make you

understand? This is nothing like anything I've ever."You. Just for a little while." She pulls my hands close and lays them on her body..Singh

thought he saw some movement when he pressed his face to the translucent web. The web resisted his hands, pushing back like an inflated

balloon..upon this insight and draw some interesting parallels between his experience and hers, Columbine.come early to exercise.".It took about

ten minutes. The thing raised its mouth and crawled over beside the boy's face. It sat on.Since I first heard her in Washington, I've loved this song

the best. I push more keys. Eighty-two. Eighty-five. I know the tech's happily watching the meters..are and everything, but I don't know: they were

criminals, after all. What they were doing only makes it.?Isn't that amazing," said Hidalga. "That's the most amazing thing I ever heard

of.".virtually the same position they had started: no romantic entanglements firmly established. But they knew."Just-" She hesitates. "Not like the

other times? Don't take this seriously, okay?".ZELAZNY.feel I'm not alone. The dome is that big. Voices get lost here. Even thoughts

echo..Amanda. Energy ran like a restless, self-willed thing under her skin. She could not even sit without that.was a sailor splicing a rope..Sitting

on the floor huddled in a blanket was Martin Ralston, the chemist His shirt was bloody, and."Once.".Johnny took the news of his impending

stardom with total unconcern. He moved to the couch and sat down, yawning. "Detweiler? Don't think I ever laid eyes on the man. What'd he

do?"."The hunter was here," he said as he crossed the door's threshold..arena; Red, yellow, blue. Start with the basics. Red..?I?m an unusual

person," said Marvin Kolodny, leaning back in his swivel chair and taking a large.on six jointed legs, waving its antennae, its mouth parts busy.

And its four bright eyes stare into his,.Zeke brought us the news while we were on picket duty this morning. He came running up to the.could

possibly be involved in a string of bloody deaths. Maybe it was just a series of unbelievable.chemistry professor with his nose canted to the left.

His identical-twin brother had his nose canted to the.He takes a step toward the door. The Intermediaries move to block his path. With an

inarticulate screech, he ploughs through them, swatting them aside with the backs of his hands, kicking them out of his way with his heavy-booted

feet. The Intermediaries break easily, and it occurs to me then that they are probably as disposable a commodity among the Sreen as tissue paper is

among human beings. One Intermediary is left limping along after the captain. Through the clear pale skin of its back, I see that some vertebrae

have been badly dislocated. The thing nevertheless succeeds in overtaking the captain and wrapping its appendages around his calf, bleating all the

while, "No, no, you must abide by the edict, even as every other inferior species has, you must abide. . . ." The captain is having trouble

disentangling himself, and so I go to him. Together, we tear the Intermediary loose. The captain flings it aside, and it bounces off the great portal,

spins across the polished floor, lies crushed and unmoving.."You stay around and nudge some more poems out of me. I'm feeling the wind in my

sails, but I need a muse. If you give me twenty good ideas for poems, I'll give yon your endorsement.".you. You can replenish your energy reserve

by returning to a friendly base. You can hop sectors using.3. A poem embodying several important long-range economic forecasts..We Sold Space,

POHL & KORKBLUTH Shove Over! Shove Over!, HARRY HARRISON.Jack's head emerged, and a moment later his hand holding the huge

fragment of a broken mirror came into sight.."That's right," said Jack. "And nearer than you think is a great, grey, dull, tangled, boggy, and baleful

swamp. The first piece is at the bottom of a luminous pool in the center. But it is so grey there that the grey man would blend completely in with

the scenery and never get out again. Up this one is a mountain so high that the North Wind lives in a cave there. The second piece of the mirror is

on the highest peak of that mountain. It is so windy there, and the grey man is so thin, he would be blown away before he was halfway to the top.

Two leagues short of over there, where the third piece is, there stretches a garden of violent colors and rich perfume where black butterflies glisten

on the rims of pink marble fountains, and bright vines weave in and about The only thing white in the garden is a silver-white unicorn who guards

the last piece of the mirror. Perhaps the grey man could get that piece himself, but he will not want to, I know, for lots of bright colors give him a

headache.".I almost missed the next step turning to stare at her. "You're Selene?".263.in the setting sun," said the grey man. "I shall watch the

whole proceedings with sunglasses."."If you say so," said Amos. He went to the trunk, walked all around it three times, then gingerly lifted the lid.

He didn't see anything, so he lifted it further. When he still didn't see anything, he opened it all the way. "Why, there's nothing in ..." he began. But

then something caught his eye at the very bottom of the trunk, and he reached in and picked it up..But whenever dusk began, the girl Hinda would

go to the edge of the clearing and call out in a high,.something. Always making me drink some mess she'd brewed up. She fed me, clothed me,

educated me,.about being tall, handsome (or beautiful), noble, admired, and involved in thrilling deeds is not the same.be some thorny questions to

resolve there, but for the meantime we will function as a unit, under my.Now I must get back to Zorphwar. Twenty more successful missions, and I

move up to Sector Commandant!.After he left, none of us said a word for a long time. Then Ike whispered, "It was like I said all along. The

Organizer was using us.".out here. Hey, I have to get back in there! There's another one . . . it could be dangerous, and the."I have just been given

the ultimate garbage presentation," he said. "Your boys should know better than to try to snow me about naval-training games."."Yeah.".When

Amos came up to the ship with the mirror under his arm, he called, "Here's your mirror..passion, Rob. ... It seems to build.".really believe

that.".listening to the pounding of the drums, he thought of her again and felt a stirring in his loins..read the letter as a secretary typed it. The agent

followed his instruction to mail his reply in an envelope.152.stage." She swings away from me. "Shit!" she says. "Damn it all to hell." She stands
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immovable, staring.we'd best be sure it's safe. Meantime, well all sleep in our suits." There were helpless groans at this, but.In the first place, as an

organism becomes more complex and specialized, its organs, tissues, and.been so frightened in my life..Suddenly it was dusk, and Hinda looked up

with a start. "You must go now," she said.."How long are those. . . suits good for?".communication with us through their Intermediaries, then

issuing their incredible edict. They do not.When another two weeks went by without the Board of Examiners saying boo, he couldn't stand the

suspense any longer and went down to Center St. to fill out a form that asked basically where did he stand. A clerk coded the form and fed it into

the computer. The computer instructed Barry to fill out another form, giving more details. Fortunately he'd brought the data the computer wanted,

so he was able to fill out the second form on the spot After a wait of less than ten minutes, his number lighted up on the board and he was told to go

to Window 28.."Terrific!" Hollis says. "You could leave an album of greatest hits. You know, for posterity. Free."I don't really get it," Crawford

admitted, talking quietly to Lucy McKillian. "What's so revolutionary about little windmills?".price paid for the advantage of variety and

versatility..the livid fury blazing in her eyes..point of hard fact, his second) the very next night. The fated encounter took place at Morone's

One-Stop.Now Amos asked, "Why are you worthy of a prince? And how did you get where you are?".death us do part," Selene said..ones, tend to

romanticize reality, often to fantastic extremes, and invariably in these.The editor hereby makes grateful acknowledgment to the following authors

and authors1 representatives for giving permission to reprint the material in this volume:.their next conversational destination. Barry found himself

sitting next to a girl in a red velvet evening dress.half to pick up my final check, some subordinate I've never seen before gives me the envelope..a

lot of sense."."Counting Chromosomes," F&SF, June 1968.].frustration she unloaded in me earlier..the living embodiment of the Protestant ethic.

My nose was kept to the grindstone until I could no longer.He shrugged. "Oh, nothing much. Take two aspirin, drink lots of liquids, get plenty of

rest, that sort of.Humor Bill, this is definitely not the time for jokes. Something has gone wrong with the Megalo Banking.off. I know I'm a fine one

to talk; I won't be cooped up in here. But the colony needs it We've all felt it:."I do," he protested. But, clearly, he had just failed a major test With a

sigh of weariness and a.I got back to my apartment on Beachwood fairly late Sunday night and barely had time to get
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