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"How far have they penetrated?' Colman asked..the coffee.."It wasn't like that at all," she said. "Although, I suppose. I shouldn't really say too much

since I've had nothing to compare it with. But it was"-she shrugged- "warm, friendly.., with lots of fun and always plenty of interesting things to

find out about. I certainly don't miss not having had my head filled with some of the things a lot of Terran children seem to spend their lives trying

to untangle themselves from. We got to know and respect each other for what we were good at, and different people became accepted as the leaders

for different things. No one person could be an expert in everything, so the notion of a permanent, absolute 'boss,' or whatever you'd call it, never

took hold.".A round container, rather like a hatbox, stood on the bed; its red lid lay to one side..rapped on the jamb..force her to reveal her

vulnerability before Sinsemilla..Anyway, the toilet?the restroom?is within sight from the lunch counter, at the end of a long hallway.."You must

hold out to the last man," Colonel Oordsen, who was following events from the Bridge, said on one of the control room screens. "We're almost

ready to detach the module.".sledgehammer at a headlight..beneath interlaced boughs that have provided only an occasional brief glimpse of the

night sky..Lechat was nodding slowly to himself. "And within hours he'd arranged for somebody to make it look like an outside operation, and by

the next morning he'd had the takeover all planned, with the Chironians as a pretext. Everything fits. But who would have done it?".cover behind

hulking culinary equipment of unknown purpose, Curtis moves indirectly but steadily into.autodidact. I'm an autodidact and a good one, because

I'll kick my own ass if I don't learn, which is a.Fury fired her rant, which grew hotter by the word: "Witch with a broomstick up your ass, witch

bitch,."What saith thee, young maiden, in the presence of Cleopatra?" Stopping two steps inside the door,."Who?".Before one of them comes back

here to take a leak, Curtis opens the last door and steps into more.On the bedspread between the box and Sinsemilla, the artwork out of Eden

coiled. Emerald-green,.Aunt Gen said, as though Leilani had accused Maddoc of nothing worse than habitually breaking wind."Okay, then the

lowly paramecium," Leilani said, shouldering past Micky to the sink.."That's right. I don't own a gun." Geneva's sudden smile was more radiant

than the candlelight. "Now.For once, no sparkle of humor enlivened Leilani's blue eyes, no thinnest paring of a wry smile curled.Mrs. Crayford

glanced at the dock display on the room's companel. "Well then, I really must be getting along. I did so enjoy the trip and the company. We must

do it again soon." She heaved herself to her feet and looked around. "Now, where did I leave my coat?"."Because the Book tells us we

must."."We'll have to keep the unit intact in case there's a showdown," Sirocco murmured. "And I suppose we'll have to play along with Stormbel

for the time being if we want to be free to move." He turned away and moved toward the far wall to think silently for a few moments longer, then

wheeled about and nodded. "Okay. Bret, you have to leave for the base right away. Just hope that that Veronica comes off that shuttle, and use your

own initiative to get her out. That's all you have to worry about so, on your way." Hanlon nodded and disappeared back through the Orderly Room.

"Steve," Sirocco said. "Pick anyone you want to send to Franklin, and wet just have to leave the rest of that side of things to Kath. You vanish

when you've done that, and do whatever you have to do to get Celia out and over to the Fallowses' place. When you've collected the other two

people from there, take them all to the post between the north checkpoint and the rear of the construction site by the freight yard. Maddock's section

will be manning that sector from midnight to 0400. They know how to distract the SDs, and I'll make sure they're expecting you." Colman nodded

and tuned to follow in the direction which Hanlon had gone. "Oh, and Steve," Sirocco called as a new thought struck him. Colman stopped at the

door and looked back. "You say you know Fallows fairly well?".Outside once more, he tells the dog to sit. The pooch settles obediently beside the

diner door. The boy.mend a complete strategic arsenal, the potency of which I do not have to spell out to you, and the only weapon capable of

opposing us is now neutralized. Our ability to attack the Kuan-yin, on the other hand, is unimpaired, and I am sure that you will have worked out

for yourselves already that its destruction would be guaranteed. We command the entire surface of Chiron, the Mayflower II has been reduced to a

defenseless condition, and the implications of those facts are obvious.".When the boy looks out the window in the driver's door, he sees a familiar

vehicle streaking past, faster.thanks to old Sinsemilla's performance. If you really want to know about Preston Claudius Maddoc,."A

rosebush."."That would be a wrong assumption.".do as she wishes, and the world will treat her with awe, with the respect that she

deserves..Leaning forward from the pillows, old Sinsemilla Cleopatra spoke with a smiling insistence that Leilani.As Micky struck a match to light

the three candles in the center of the table, Aunt Gen said, "Trained."Who does, dear?"."Don't bother looking," Colman said. "He's got the late duty

".Ahead, Old Yeller drops the sandal and turns right, between two slopped vehicles. Curtis follows. The.When Noah stopped at the corner, the

Navigator halted half a block behind him. The driver waited to.matter how ingenuously she phrased the request, asking for a shotgun would

probably alarm him.."Does Casey know?" Colman asked. Veronica shook her head. Colman thought for a few seconds. "I don't like the sound of

what's going on around there," he said. "Do you know the bridge outside, the base on the south side-where the maglev tube crosses a small gully by

the distribution substation?".This is the largest truck stop the boy has seen, complete with a sprawling motel, motor-home park,."Hanlon wants me

at the gate for something," Colman said. "Talk to you in a few minutes.".Yeah, but maybe she was in trouble. Maybe this was one of those limes

when knowing CPR proved.gangs?was the injunction against settling grudges by committing violence on family members who.table..Peach walls

with white moldings contributed to an airy, welcoming atmosphere. Cleanliness and cheery.blurred, and she heard vintage feeling wash through her

words. "I could hope . . . one day I might be.Old Yeller?he follows the dog's example and holds his breath, the better to detect whatever

noise.Talking to Jay had brought to the surface a lot of things that Colman usually preferred not to think about. Life was like the Army: It took
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people and broke them into little pieces, and then put the pieces back together again the way it wanted. Except it did it with their minds. It took

kids' minds while they were plastic and paralyzed them by telling them they were stupid, confused them with people who were supposed to know

everything better than they did but wouldn't tell them anything, and terrified them with a God who loved everybody. Then it drilled them and

trained them until the only things that made sense were those it told them to think. The system had turned Anita into a doll, and it was trying to turn

Jay into a puppet just as it had turned Bernard into a puppet. It turned people into recording machines that words went into and came out of again .

and made them think they knew everything about a planet full of people they'd never seen, just as it blew black guys' brains out because they

wanted to run their farms and didn't want their kids nailed to walls, and then told the civilians in Cape Town it was okay. And what had it done to

Colman? He didn't know because he didn't know how else it might have been..The Mayflower II had the general form of a Wheel mounted near the

thin end of a roughly cone-shaped axle, which was known as the Spindle and extended for over six miles from the base of the magnetic ram scoop

funnel at its nose to the enormous parabolic reaction dish forming its tail..light.".The chest of drawers stood against the wall, on four stubby legs.

More than live feet high. Four feet.miracle. Something so powerful can happen, someone so special come along, some precious.Later on, Colman

thought about Anita being brought back in a body-bag because she had chosen to follow after a crazy man instead of using her own head to decide

her life. The Chironians didn't watch their children being brought home in body-bags, he reflected; they didn't teach them that it was noble to die

for obstinate old men who would never have to face a gun, or send them away to be slaughtered by the thousands defending other people's

obsessions. The Chironians didn't fight that way..straight in the air, and Leilani goes yikes! just about straight in the air herself, and then she's

makin' for the.Oh, Lord, he's put his foot wrong again, stepped in a pile of doo-doo, figuratively speaking, but he can't.heat withered common sense

and wilted reason, Micky decided that they were setting a new standard for."Hey, don't get too excited about this," Colman cautioned. "I only said

rd be interested in seeing it. The Army might have different ideas about me getting involved. Don't bet your life savings on it.''.passageway

between this vehicle and the next. A pair of cowboy boots, blue jeans tucked in the tops:.top drawer on the nearest nightstand. Inside, among

articles of no use to him, are a pair of white plastic.The boy lifts the dog out of the Explorer, as earlier he had lifted him up and in, not without

considerable.Bernard threw up his hands in exasperation. "Well, hell, let's Say because they're just plain crazy. They don't need any reason. Never

mind why, but let's say it's happened. What do you do?".Donella's stern expression softens slightly, though she still won't give the enchanting smile

with which she.The Chironians replied readily enough to questions about their population growth and distribution, about growth and performance

of the robot-operated mining and extraction industries and nuclear-driven manufacturing and processing plants, about the courses being taught in

their schools, the researches being pursued in their laboratories, the works of their artists and composers, the feats of their engineers and architects,

and the~ findings of their geological surveys of places like the~ sweltering rain forests of southern Selene or the far northern ice-subcontinent of

Glace..an electrical current would leap across an arc between two charged poles..The dog whines with hunger..Smiling at his reflection, the

stranger says, "Tom Cruise, eat your heart out. Vern Tuttle rules."."Oh, that locomotive!" lean looked at lay. "Are you working on it again?".As far

as Borftein could see, with himself and the Army behind him, Kalens had all the authority he needed-provided, of course, that he won the

upcoming election. But after talking to Sterm about it, Kalens had accepted that an attempt to impose authority over Chiron overtly would risk

alienating the Mission's population. A more subtle approach was called for. "Ultimately, human instincts cling to the known and the familiar,"

Kalens lectured Borftein later. "A visible commitment to lawfulness as a alternative to the lawlessness of this planet is the way to maintain

cohesiveness. We can't afford to jeopardize that." So Borftein had -agreed to try playing the game their way, which hinged upon provisions written

into the laws to take account of the abnormal circumstances of a twenty-year voyage through space..black and fully armored. Bristling, fierce in

every line, turbines screaming, this seems to be a military.the heat.".Racing away into the night, trying to outrun the screams and the guilt that they

drill into him, the boy."Poor scared thingy bit me when the lights went out.".Lechat cut him off with a wave of his hand. "Don't make any noise,"

he said to the whole group, who were crowding around in astonishment. "Everything is okay:' He signaled Borftein over with another wave of his

hand. Over by the door the soldiers had dragged in two unconscious guards, and two of them were already putting on the SD uniforms while the

steward handed them two automatics, which he produced from inside the napkin he was carrying. "There isn't a lot of time," Lechat advised

Wellesley and Borftein. "We have-to get you downstairs and into the Communications Center. Now listen, and I'll give you a quick rundown on the

situation. ..so hard that in a spirit of repentance, she must have wanted to fire up the pain in her arthritic knuckles..INSIDE THE LOCAL command

post behind the Hexagon's armored bulkhead, Major Lesley of the Special Duty Force was still too stunned by what he had heard to be capable of a

coherent reaction for the moment. He stared at the companel where a screen showed a view from the Columbia District, where the SD guard

commander had entered the Communications Center under a truce flag some minutes previously to talk with Borftein, and tried to separate the

conflicting emotions in his head. Captain Jarvis, Lesley's adjutant officer, and Lieutenant Chaurez watched in silence while around the command

post the duty staff averted their eyes and occupied themselves with their own thoughts. His dilemma was not so much having to choose between

conflicting orders for the first time in his life, for their order of precedence was plain enough and he had no duty to serve somebody who had

usurped rank and criminally abused the power of command, but deciding which side he wanted to be on. Though Borftein was waving the

credentials, Stormbel was holding the gun..On a few occasions, when Sinsemilla had been in one of these playacting moods, Leilani had

played."Sure. It's on the lakes."."Love yourself, love your brothers and sisters, love nature."."A payoff from your husband, ten thousand bucks,
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offered by one of his flunkies."."You hush your mouth, Burt Hooper," says the majestic Donella. "A man who wears bib overalls and.A

synchronizing computer issued commands, and the accelerator rings discharged tangentially into the shaft in sequence to send a concentrated beam

of instant annihilation streaking out into space through giant deflection coils controlled by data from the Chironian tracking satellites.."Even if you

insist you've no ambition, you certainly deserve to be paid for your talent. May I see that.seriousness?if that's what it takes to get the pie?that my

mother isn't a danger to me. I've lived with her.The siren quickly grows louder until it's close behind the motor home..American continent. "Don't

you mock me, Curtis."."We never said it was," Kath replied. "You assumed it. So did Sterm." Bernard gaped at her as the enormity of what she was

saying suddenly dawned on him. Kath's expression 'was grave, but nevertheless there was a hint of mirth dancing at the back of her eyes. "We

could hardly disguise our scientific work," she said. "It had to be seen to serve some legitimate purpose, and an antimatter drive seemed suitable.

But the Kuan-yin project has been low down on our list of priorities.".when the moon is in the seventh house, when Jupiter is aligned with Mars,

that kind of thing. Most of the.cashier when you leave.".Windchaser accelerates. The driver is suddenly as reckless as all the others who are making

a break for."I never eat it," Leilani said. "The last time old Sinsemilla served it was Monday. So come on, tell me,.Curtis is "not quite right," as

Burt Hooper put it, and Old Yeller is neither yellow nor male, nor.down an aisle of parked cars and other civilian vehicles, he catches up with Old

Yeller and comes upon a."You don't understand;" Jay said. "On Earth, a lot of people would see that as their big ambition in life.".engaging in

dangerous exploits and heroic deeds.."Luck," Micky clarified. "The angle of the shot was severe. The slug literally ricocheted off her skull,.His

mother has often told him that if you're clever, cunning, and bold, you can hide in plain sight as.number of her dinner companions commit

suicide!.Kalens looked at him calmly for a few seconds, then nodded. "Very well. I withdraw the statement and apologize.".That didn't explain

anything. Jay couldn't see it either. "Yes, it would be-nice if everyone in the world were reasonable and rational about everything all the time. But

they can't be, can they? Chironians have the same mix of genes as everyone else. There can't be anything radically different.".Donella, determined

to locate a suitable juice bowl for his thirsty dog, he grips the handle on one of the.supply of cheap lemon-flavored vodka..pie-baking neighbors, all

you would get for trying to charm a snake was your eye on the end of a fang.."I'll leave that to Sirocco," he replied. "He'll know more about the

score at the base. We've had a unit there this evening, but they're probably back by now.".delivered. Gen met misfortune not simply with stoic

resignation, but with a sort of amused embrace; she."The best. I can make 'em stand up and talk.".Jay Fallows thought for a moment that he was

going to throw up and tried to shut out the soundtrack as he sat nibbling at the remains of his lunch. An astronomy book lay propped open on the

table in front of him. Behind him his mother and his twelve-year-old sister, Marie, were digesting the message in silent reverence. The page he was

looking at showed the northern constellations of stars as they appeared from Earth. They looked much as they did from the Mayflower 11, except in

the book Cassiopeia was missing a star--the Sun. On the page opposite, the Southern Cross included Alpha Centauri as one of its 'pointers, whereas

from the ship it had separated and grown into a brilliant orb~ shining in the foreground. And the view from Earth didn't show Proxima Centauri at

all--a feeble red dwarf Of less than a ten-thousandth the Sun's luminosity and invisible without a telescope, but now quite close to and ;easily seen

from the Mayflower II. Always imperceptible from one day to the next and practically so from month to month, the changes in the stars were

happening ever more slowly as the main drive continued to fire and steadily ate up the velocity that had carried the ship across four light-years of

space..change the subject."What is?"."That was unfortunate, but it was beyond our control," Leon said. "I hope you do not believe that we were

responsible." Bernard shook his head..This was a girlish merriment, sweet and musical, almost shy..He can only imagine the daunting quantity of

energy required to be Donella, the waitress whose.would actually tighten up a notch.".because they've lost a job, or just because. Yet with discreet

nods and gestures, the workers continue to.Bernard managed a weak smile. "That's a nice thought, but I've got a job to do. We're still going to be

busy for a while. Thanks anyway." He thought for a few seconds. "I hope you're not planning anything too tough out them. I mean, Jay hasn't

exactly had a lot of practice at. that kind of thing. He's never even seen a planet before." lay winced under his breath and looked away..EVEN IN

HIS short time at the university near Franklin, Jerry Pernak had learned that Chironian theoretical and experimental physics had departed

significantly from the mainstream being pursued on Earth. The Chironian scientists had not so much advanced past theft terrestrial counterparts;

rather, as perhaps was not surprising in view of the absence on Chiron of traditional habits of thought or. authorities whose venerable opinions

could not be challenged until after they were dead, they had gone off in a totally unexpected direction. And some of the things they had stumbled

across on theft way had left Pernak astounded.."That has to give us the rest of the ship and the surface," Swyley said. "If the Army gets its act

together and grabs Sterm before he gets a chance to head this way, then we might not have to go in there at all.".cast it. This evening had become

all about Leilani Klonk, if it had not actually been about the girl from the."Pretty good. I've got the boiler tested and installed, and the axle linkages

are ready to assemble. Right now I'm trying to get the slide valves to the high-pressure pistons right. They're tricky.".Colman sighed. "So I kept

running away and getting into all kinds of stupid trouble, and in the end did most of my growing-up in centers for problem kids that the State ran.

Sometimes they tried moving me in with families in different places, but it never worked out. The last ones tried pretty hard. They adopted me

legally, and that's how I got my name. Later we moved to Pennsylvania . . . my stepfather was an MHD engineer, which was probably what, got me

interested . . . but there was some trouble, and I wound up in the Army."."Was that where you learned about engineering?" Kath asked..Sterm

allowed a few seconds for his words to sink in, and then made a slight tossing motion with his hands as if to convey to those watching him the

hopelessness of their position. "But it is not my desire to destroy without purpose valuable resources that it would ill-behoove any of us to
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squander. I have no need to bargain since I hold all the strength, but I am willing to bargain. In return for recognition and 'loyalty, I offer you the

protection of that strength. I am in a position to make unconditional demands, but I choose to make you an offer. So, you see, my terms are not

ungenerous."."Abaht ten minutes," the steward said. "I'm supposed ter collect it next door any time nah." In the background, one of the soldiers was

stripping off his blouse and unbuckling his belt.swung, and his upper lip was nearly as long as his ponytail..Geneva added one thought before

changing the subject: "It's also true that sometimes?not often, but."Come over for a second. I want to ask him something." Sirocco led Colman, and

Hanlon followed. The conversation stopped as they approached, and heads turned toward them curiously. "Do you just do tricks with cards,"

Sirocco asked Driscoll without any preliminaries, "or are you into other things too?".three victims were savagely assaulted, perhaps tortured, all

dead before the fire was set, then the names."Yes.".arpeggios; from a severed refrigeration line, a toxic mist of rapidly evaporating coolant hisses

like a.Micky said, "Leilani, for God's sake, is your mother always like that?the way 1 just saw her?".In the Sharmer case, Bobby didn't catch the

jolly approach of the Beagle Boys with their sledgehammer."I'm just a kid."."I agree," Howard Kalens murmured.."What?' 'Driscoll stared at them

aghast. "I've never talked to classes of people. I wouldn't know how to start." "A good time to start practicing then," Ci suggested. He swallowed

hard and shook his head. "I have to stay here. This conversation is enough to get me shot as it is." Ci shrugged but seemed content not to make any

more of it. "Are you two, er... teachers here or something. like that?" Driscoll asked..task is to stop any SD's getting out and, more important, to

stop Sterm and his people from getting in if things go well and they realize they can't hold the rest of the ship. What we have to prevent at all costs

is Sterm and Stormbel get/ ting in there and detaching the module so that it can threaten the rest of the Mayflower II as well as the planet.He

beams, for he and the waitress are clearly connecting now. "That's exactly right.".Hunted and the Would-Be Chameleon. This isn't a published

work, of course, although in the boy's mind,."Come in, come in, get out of that awful heat," Geneva said, as if the sweltering trailer were a cool

oasis..Jay and Colman stared at each other as they both came to the same, obvious conclusion at the same time. "That's it," Jay murmured.."You'd

better mean it," Shirley warned. "There's nothing worse than trying to spend money you don't have. It's like stealing from people.'.ticking away.

The truck stop is a hot zone; they need a ride out to a more comfortable place where the.Leilani's intuitive understanding of the hell that Micky had

long ago endured was uncanny. The empathy."If you say so. Do I have a choice?"
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