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AVIGERA LETTERS TO THE WORKMEN AND LABOURERS OF GREAT BRITAIN LETT
One day, I changed my clothes and putting money in my sleeve, sallied forth to explore the holes and corners of this city, and as I was going about,
I saw a handsome house. Its goodliness pleased me; so I stood looking on it, and behold, a lovely woman [at the lattice]. When she saw me, she
made haste and descended, whilst I abode confounded. Then I betook myself to a tailor there and questioned him of the house and to whom it
belonged. Quoth he, "It belongeth to such an one the notary, may God curse him!" "Is he her father?" asked I; [and he replied, "Yes."] So I repaired
in haste to a man, with whom I had been used to deposit my goods for sale, and told him that I desired to gain access to such an one the notary.
Accordingly he assembled his friends and we betook ourselves to the notary's house. When we came in to him, we saluted him and sat with him,
and I said to him, "I come to thee as a suitor, desiring the hand of thy daughter in marriage." Quoth he, "I have no daughter befitting this man." And
I rejoined, "God aid thee! My desire is for thee and not for her." (213) But he still refused and his friends said to him, "This is an honourable man
and thine equal in estate, and it is not lawful to thee that thou hinder the girl of her fortune." Quoth he to them, "Verily, my daughter whom ye seek
is passing foul-favoured and in her are all blameworthy qualities." And I said, "I accept her, though she be as thou sayest." Then said the folk,
"Extolled be the perfection of God! A truce to talk! [The thing is settled;] so say the word, how much wilt thou have [to her dowry]?" Quoth he, "I
must have four thousand dinars." And I said, "Hearkening and obedience.".Speedy Relief of God, Of the, i. 174..Meanwhile, Queen Kemeriyeh and
her company sailed on, without ceasing, till they came under the palace wherein was Tuhfeh, to wit, that of Meimoun the Sworder; and by the
ordinance of destiny, Tuhfeh herself was then sitting on the belvedere of the palace, pondering the affair of Haroun er Reshid and her own and that
which had befallen her and weeping for that she was doomed to slaughter. She saw the ship and what was therein of those whom we have named,
and they in mortal guise, and said, 'Alas, my sorrow for yonder ship and the mortals that be therein!' As for Kemeriyeh and her company, when
they drew near the palace, they strained their eyes and seeing Tuhfeh sitting, said, 'Yonder sits Tuhfeh. May God not bereave [us] of her!' Then
they moored their ship and making for the island, that lay over against the palace, spread carpets and sat eating and drinking; whereupon quoth
Tuhfeh, 'Welcome and fair welcome to yonder faces! These are my kinswomen and I conjure thee by Allah, O Jemreh, that thou let me down to
them, so I may sit with them awhile and make friends with them and return.' Quoth Jemreh, 'I may on no wise do that.' And Tuhfeh wept. Then the
folk brought out wine and drank, what while Kemeriyeh took the lute and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? From mine own land, to visit thee, I
came at love's command, For all the distance did forbid,'twixt me and thee that spread..To his beloved one the lover's heart's inclined, iii. 22..King,
The Old Woman, the Merchant and the, i. 265..Then he bade lodge him near himself and was bountiful to him and took him apart and said to him,
'Expound to me the story of the phial and whence then knewest that the water therein was that of a man, and he a stranger and a Jew, and that his
ailment was indigestion?' ' It is well,' answered the weaver. ' Thou must know that we people of Persia are skilled in physiognomy (23) and I saw
the woman to be rosy-cheeked, blue-eyed and tall. Now these attributes belong to women who are enamoured of a man and are distraught for love
of him; (24) moreover, I saw her consumed [with anxiety]; wherefore I knew that the patient was her husband. As for his strangerhood, I observed
that the woman's attire differed from that of the people of the city, wherefore I knew that she was a stranger; and in the mouth of the phial I espied a
yellow rag, (25) whereby I knew that the patient was a Jew and she a Jewess. Moreover, she came to me on the first day [of the week]; (26) and it is
the Jews' custom to take pottages (27) and meats that have been dressed overnight (28) and eat them on the Sabbath day, (29) hot and cold, and
they exceed in eating; wherefore indigestion betideth them. On this wise I was directed and guessed that which thou hast heard.'.Then he looked at
her and seeing her eyes fixed on the young Damascene, for that in very deed he had ravished her with his beauty and grace, went up to the latter
and said to him, "O my lord, art thou a looker-on or a buyer? Tell me." Quoth Noureddin, "I am both looker-on and buyer. Wilt thou sell me yonder
slave-girl for sixteen hundred dinars?" And he pulled out the purse of gold. So the dealer returned, dancing and clapping his hands and saying, "So
be it, so be it, or not [at all]!" Then he came to the damsel and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, shall I sell thee to yonder young Damascene for sixteen
hundred dinars?" But she answered, "No," of shamefastness before her master and the bystanders; whereupon the people of the bazaar and the
slave-merchant departed, and Abou Nuwas and Ali Noureddin arose and went each his own way, whilst the damsel returned to her master's house,
full of love for the young Damascene..Things, The King who knew the Quintessence of, i. 239.? ? ? ? ? "Be thou not hard of heart," quoth I. Had ye
but deigned To visit me in dreams, I had been satisfied..After this, news came to the king of robbers in his land; so he set out in quest of them and
ceased not to follow after them, till he seized on them all, and behold, they were the [very] thieves who had despoiled him [and his wife] by the
way and taken his children. So he bade bring them before him, and when they came into his presence, he questioned them, saying, 'Where are the
two boys ye took on such a day?' Quoth they, 'They are with us and we will present them to our lord the king for slaves to serve him and give him
wealth galore that we have gotten together and divest ourselves of all that we possess and repent from sin and fight in thy service.' Abou Sabir,
however, paid no heed to their speech, but took all their good and bade put them all to death. Moreover, he took the two boys and rejoiced in them
with an exceeding joy, whereat the troops murmured among themselves, saying, 'Verily, this is a greater tyrant than his brother! There come to him
a sort of robbers and seek to repent and proffer two boys [by way of peace-offering], and he taketh the two boys and all their good and slayeth
them!'.But she said, 'There is a thing wherewith we will make her confess, and all that is in her heart shall be discovered to thee.' 'What is that?'
asked the king, and she answered, 'I will bring thee a hoopoe's heart, (138) which, when she sleepeth, do thou lay upon her heart and question her
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of all thou wilt, and she will discover this unto thee and show forth the truth to thee." The king rejoiced in this and said to his nurse, 'Hasten and let
none know of thee.' So she arose and going in to the queen, said to her, 'I have done thine occasion and it is on this wise. This night the king will
come in to thee and do thou feign thyself asleep; and if he ask thee of aught, do thou answer him, as if in thy sleep.' The queen thanked her and the
old woman went away and fetching the hoopoe's heart, gave it to the king..The messenger wished him joy of the bath and exceeded in doing him
worship. Then he said to him, "The king biddeth thee in weal." (82) "Hearkening and obedience," answered El Abbas and accompanied the
messenger to the king's palace..There was once a man, a headman [of a village], by name Abou Sabir, and he had much cattle and a fair wife, who
had borne him two sons. They abode in a certain village and there used to come thither a lion and devour Abou Sabir's cattle, so that the most part
thereof was wasted and his wife said to him one day, 'This lion hath wasted the most part of our cattle. Arise, mount thy horse and take thy men and
do thine endeavour to kill him, so we may be at rest from him.' But Abou Sabir said, 'Have patience, O woman, for the issue of patience is praised.
This lion it is that transgresseth against us, and the transgressor, needs must Allah destroy him. Indeed, it is our patience that shall slay him, and he
that doth evil, needs must it revert upon him.' A little after, the king went forth one day to hunt and falling in with the lion, he and his troops, gave
chase to him and ceased not [to follow] after him till they slew him. This came to Abou Sabir's knowledge and he said to his wife, 'Said I not to
thee, O woman, that whoso doth evil, it shall revert upon him? Belike, if I had sought to slay the lion myself, I had not availed against him, and this
is the issue of patience.'.Accordingly, the trooper bought him a house near at hand and made therein an underground passage communicating with
his mistress's house. When he had accomplished his affair, the wife bespoke her husband as her lover had lessoned her and he went out to go to the
trooper's house, but turned back by the way, whereupon quoth she to him, 'By Allah, go forthright, for that my sister asketh of thee.' So the dolt of a
fuller went out and made for the trooper's house, whilst his wife forewent him thither by the secret passage, and going up, sat down beside her
lover. Presently, the fuller entered and saluted the trooper and his [supposed] wife and was confounded at the coincidence of the case. (230) Then
doubt betided him and he returned in haste to his dwelling; but she forewent him by the underground passage to her chamber and donning her
wonted clothes, sat [waiting] for him and said to him, 'Did I not bid thee go to my sister and salute her husband and make friends with them?'
Quoth he, 'I did this, but I misdoubted of my affair, when I saw his wife.' And she said, 'Did I not tell thee that she resembleth me and I her, and
there is nought to distinguish between us but our clothes? Go back to her.'.? ? ? ? ? I crave none other than thou for friend, beloved of my heart; So
trust in my speech, for the generous are true and trusty still..As for the Khalif, he swooned away for laughing and said, "O Aboulhusn, thou wilt
never cease to be a wag and do rarities and oddities!" Quoth he, "O Commander of the Faithful, I played off this trick, for that the money was
exhausted, which thou gavest me, and I was ashamed to ask of thee again. When I was single, I could never keep money; but since thou marriedst
me to this damsel here, if I possessed thy wealth, I should make an end of it. So, when all that was in my hand was spent, I wrought this trick, so I
might get of thee the hundred dinars and the piece of silk; and all this is an alms from our lord. But now make haste to give me the thousand dinars
and quit thee of thine oath.".? ? ? ? ? The priests from all the convent came flocking onto it: With cries of joy and welcome their voices they did
rear..Issues of Good and Evil Actions, Of the, i. 103..? ? ? ? ? Fair patience use, for ease still followeth after stress And all things have their time
and ordinance no less..? ? ? ? ? The herald of good news my hearing shall delight,.48. The Thief and the Money-Changer ccxliv.All those who were
present marvelled at this story with the utmost marvel, and the twelfth officer came forward and said, 'I will tell you a pleasant trait that I had from
a certain man, concerning an adventure that befell him with one of the thieves. (Quoth he).? ? ? ? ? Your coming to-me-ward, indeed, with
"Welcome! fair welcome!" I hail. Your sight to me gladness doth bring and banisheth sorrow and bale;.So I arose and putting in my sleeve a
handkerchief, wherein was a good sum of money, followed the woman, who went on before me and gave not over walking till she brought me to a
by-street and to a door, which she bade me open. I refused and she opened it and brought me into the vestibule. As soon as I had entered, she
locked the door of entrance from within and said to me, 'Sit [here] till I go in to the slave-girls and cause them enter a place where they shall not see
me.' 'It is well,' answered I and sat down; whereupon she entered and was absent from me a moment, after which she returned to me, without a veil,
and said, 'Arise, [enter,] in the name of God.' (127) So I arose and went in after her and we gave not over going till we entered a saloon. When I
examined the place, I found it neither handsome nor agreeable, but unseemly and desolate, without symmetry or cleanliness; nay, it was loathly to
look upon and there was a foul smell in it..Then the Khalif went forth and bade decorate the city: [so they decorated it] and the drums of glad
tidings were beaten. Moreover they made banquets to the people and the tables were spread seven days. And Tuhfeh and the Commander of the
Faithful ceased not to be in the most delightsome of life and the most prosperous thereof till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the
Sunderer of Companies; and thu is all that hath come down to as of their story.".He returned them the most gracious of answers and bade carry the
Magian forth of the town and set him on a high scaffold that had been builded for him there; and he said to the folk, 'Behold, I will torture him with
all kinds of fashions of torment.' Then he fell to telling them that which he had wrought of knavery with the daughter of his father's brother and
what he had caused betide her of severance between her and her husband and how he had required her of herself, but she had sought refuge against
him with God (to whom belong might and majesty) and chose rather humiliation than yield to his wishes, notwithstanding stress of torment; neither
recked she aught of that which he lavished to her of wealth and raiment and jewels..When the evening evened, the king sent for the vizier to his
privy sitting chamber and bade him [tell] the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. They avouch, O king, that.When it was the
sixth day, the viziers' wrath redoubled, for that they had not compassed their desire of the youth and they feared for themselves from the king; so
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three of them went in to him and prostrating themselves before him, said to him, "O king, indeed we are loyal counsellors to thy dignity and
tenderly solicitous for thee. Verily, thou persistest long in sparing this youth alive and we know not what is thine advantage therein. Every day
findeth him yet on life and the talk redoubleth suspicions on thee; so do thou put him to death, that the talk may be made an end of." When the king
heard this speech, he said, "By Allah, indeed, ye say sooth and speak rightly!" Then he let bring the young treasurer and said to him, "How long
shall I look into thine affair and find no helper for thee and see them all athirst for thy blood?".The folk marvelled at this story and as for the prefect
and El Melik ez Zahir, they said, 'Wrought ever any the like of this device?' And they marvelled with the utterest of wonderment Then arose a third
officer and said, 'Hear what betided me, for it is yet stranger and more extraordinary..? ? ? ? ? My favours I deny not all the year; Though cessation
be desired, I nothing heed..Now there accosted him once, on his day of ill-omen, an Arab of the Benou Tai, (170) and En Numan would have put
him to death; but the Arab said, "God quicken the king! I have two little girls and have made none guardian over them; so, if the king see fit to
grant me leave to go to them, I will give him the covenant of God (171) that I will return to him, whenas I have appointed them a guardian." En
Numan had compassion on him and said to him, "If a man will be surety for thee of those who are with us, [I will let thee go], and if thou return
not, I will put him to death." Now there was with En Numan his vizier Sherik ben Amrou; so the Tai (172) looked at him and said,.? ? ? ? ? I'm the
keeper of the promise and the troth, And my gathering is eath, without impede..Now the uncle's son of the king of the city had aforetime disputed
[the kingship] with him, and the people misliked the king; but God the Most High decreed that he should get the better of his cousin. However,
jealousy of him abode in his heart and he acquainted the vizier, who hid it not and sent [him] money. Moreover, he fell to summoning [all strangers
who came to the town], man after man, and questioning them of their faith and their worldly estate, and whoso answered him not [to his liking], he
took his good. (231) Now a certain wealthy man of the Muslims was on a journey and it befell that he arrived at that city by night, unknowing what
was to do, and coming to the ruin aforesaid, gave the old woman money and said to her, 'No harm upon thee.' Whereupon she lifted up her voice
and prayed [for him], He set down his merchandise by her [and abode with her] the rest of the night and the next day..? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh
Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.58. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh (232) dcxlvi.There was once an Arab of [high] rank and [goodly] presence, a
man of exalted generosity and magnanimity, and he had brethren, with whom he consorted and caroused, and they were wont to assemble by turns
in each other's houses. When it came to his turn, he made ready in his house all manner goodly and pleasant meats and dainty drinks and exceeding
lovely flowers and excellent fruits, and made provision of all kinds of instruments of music and store of rare apothegms and marvellous stories and
goodly instances and histories and witty anedotes and verses and what not else, for there was none among those with whom he was used to
company but enjoyed this on every goodly wise, and in the entertainment he had provided was all whereof each had need. Then he sallied forth and
went round about the city, in quest of his friends, so he might assemble them; but found none of them in his house..? ? ? ? ? Peace upon thee! Ah,
how bitter were the severance from thee! Be not this thy troth-plight's ending nor the last of our delight!.? ? ? ? ? l. The Three Men and our Lord
Jesus dcccci.Then Khelbes used to attend the learned man's assembly, whilst the other would go in to his wife and abide with her, on such wise as
he thought good, till the learned man arose from his session; and when Khelbes saw that he purposed rising, he would speak a word for the lover to
hear, whereupon he went forth from Khelbes's wife, and the latter knew not that calamity was in his own house. At last the learned man, seeing
Khelbes do on this wise every day, began to misdoubt of him, more by token of that which he knew of his character, and suspicion grew upon him;
so, one day, he advanced the time of his rising before the wonted hour and hastening up to Khelbes, laid hold of him and said to him, 'By Allah, an
thou speak a single syllable, I will do thee a mischief!' Then he went in to his wife, with Khelbes in his grasp, and behold, she was sitting, as of her
wont, nor was there about her aught of suspicious or unseemly..? ? ? ? ? The Lord's alternatives are these, wherewith He's wont The needy wretch
to ply and those in sore duresse..? ? ? ? ? Whenas mine eyes behold thee not, that day As of my life I do not reckon aye;.Then they spread the
ensigns and the standards, whilst the drums beat and the trumpets sounded, and set out upon the homeward journey. The King of Baghdad rode
forth with them and brought them three days' journey on their way, after which he took leave of them and returned with his troops to Baghdad. As
for King El Aziz and his son, they fared on night and day and gave not over going till there abode but three days' journey between them and
Yemen, when they despatched three men of the couriers to the prince's mother [to acquaint her with their return], safe and laden with spoil,
bringing with them Mariyeh, the king's daughter of Baghdad. When the queen-mother heard this, her wit fled for joy and she adorned El Abbas his
slave-girls after the goodliest fashion. Now he had ten slave-girls, as they were moons, whereof his father had carried five with him to Baghdad, as
hath aforetime been set out, and other five abode with his mother. When the dromedary-posts (125) came, they were certified of the approach of El
Abbas, and when the sun rose and their standards appeared, the prince's mother came out to meet her son; nor was there great or small, old man or
infant, but went forth that day to meet the king..? ? ? ? ? O my God! Who is stronger than Thou in resource? The Subtle, Thou knowest my plight
and my pain..? ? ? ? ? The fires in my vitals that rage if I did but discover to view, Their ardour the world to consume, from the East to the West,
might avail..One day as she sang before the Commander of the Faithful, he was moved to exceeding delight, so that he took her and offered to kiss
her hand; but she drew it away from him and smote upon her lute and broke it and wept Er Reshid wiped away her tears and said, 'O desire of the
heart, what is it maketh thee weep? May God not cause an eye of thine to weep!' 'O my lord,' answered she, 'what am I that thou shouldst kiss my
hand? Wilt thou have God punish me for this and that my term should come to an end and my felicity pass away? For this is what none ever
attained unto.' Quoth he, 'Well said, O Tuhfeh. Know that thy rank in my esteem is mighty and for that which wondered me of what I saw of thee, I
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offered to do this, but I will not return unto the like thereof; so be of good heart and cheerful eye, for I have no desire for other than thyself and will
not die but in the love of thee, and thou to me art queen and mistress, to the exclusion of all humankind.' Therewith she fell to kissing his feet; and
this her fashion pleased him, so that his love for her redoubled and he became unable to brook an hour's severance from her..77 The Draper and the
Thief (234) dclxi.Thy loss is the fairest of all my heart's woes, iii. 43..? ? ? ? ? What strength have I solicitude and long desire to bear? Why art
thou purposed to depart and leave me to despair?.15. The Cat and the Crow cl.? ? ? ? ? Fawn of the palace, knowst thou not that I, to look on thee,
The world have traversed, far and wide, o'er many a hill and plain?.? ? ? ? ? bb. The King of Hind and his Visier dccccxxviii.How long shall I thus
question my heart that's drowned in woe? iii. 42..? ? ? ? ? c. Story of the Chief of the Old Cairo Police cccxliv.When she had made an end of her
verses, she folded the letter and delivered it to the nurse, who took it and carried it to El Abbas. He broke it open and read it and apprehended its
purport; then took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.The old man betook himself to the city, as she bade him, and enquired for the
money-changer, to whom they directed him. So he gave him the ring and the letter, which when he saw, he kissed the letter and breaking it open,
read it and apprehended its purport. Then he repaired to the market and buying all that she bade him, laid it in a porter's basket and bade him go
with the old man. So the latter took him and went with him to the mosque, where he relieved him of his burden and carried the meats in to Sitt el
Milah. She seated him by her side and they ate, he and she, of those rich meats, till they were satisfied, when the old man rose and removed the
food from before her..2. The Fisherman and the Genie iii.70. Khusrau and Shirin and the Fisherman dclvi.Now the king was a very old man and
destiny decreed the ending of his term of life; so he died and when he was buried, the folk assembled and many were the sayings of the people and
of the king's kinsfolk and officers, and they took counsel together to slay the princess and the young pilgrim, saying, 'This fellow dishonoureth us
with yonder strumpet and none accepteth dishonour but the base.' So they fell upon them and slew the princess, without questioning her of aught;
whereupon the pious woman (whom they deemed a boy) said to them, 'Out on ye, O misbelievers I Ye have slain the pious lady.' Quoth they,
'Lewd fellow that thou art, dost thou bespeak us thus? Thou lovedst her and she loved thee, and we will slay thee without mercy.' 'God forbid!'
answered she, 'Indeed, the affair is the contrary of this.' 'What proof hast thou of that?' asked they, and she said, 'Bring me women.' So they brought
her women, and when they looked on her, they found her a woman..? ? ? ? ? For thy sweet sake, as 'twere, indeed, an exile I had been, Lone and
deserted I became, lamenting, weeping-eyed..19. The Sparrow and the Peacock clii.? ? ? ? ? Ramazan in my life ne'er I fasted, nor e'er Have I eaten
of flesh, save in public (57) it were..Then they brought trays and tables and amongst the rest a platter of red gold, inlaid with pearls and jewels; its
margents were of gold and emerald, and thereon were graven the following verses:.45. The Man who stole the Dog's Dish of Gold cccxl.When the
king heard his speech, he turned to him and said, "It is grievous to me, O vizier of good counsel." And he told him that the [other] sages testified [to
the correctness of their fellow's interpretation of the dream]; whereupon Er Rehwan sighed and knew that the king went in fear of him; but he
showed him fortitude and said to him, "God assain the king! My counsel is that the king accomplish his commandment and execute his ordinance,
for that needs must death be and it is liefer to me that I die, oppressed, than that I die, an oppressor. But, if the king see fit to defer the putting of me
to death till the morrow and will pass this night with me and take leave of me, when the morrow cometh, the king shall do what he will.".King
Azadbekht and his Son, History of, i. 61..108. Ali ben Tahir and the Girl Mounis ccccxxiv.I went forth one day, purposing to make a journey, and
fell in with a man whose wont it was to stop the way. When he came up with me, he offered to slay me and I said to him, "I have nothing with me
whereby thou mayst profit." Quoth he, "My profit shall be the taking of thy life." "What is the cause of this?" asked I. "Hath there been feud
between us aforetime?" And he answered, "No; but needs must I slay thee." Therewithal I fled from him to the river-side; but he overtook me and
casting me to the ground, sat down on my breast. So I sought help of the Sheikh El Hejjaj (156) and said to him, "Protect me from this oppressor!"
And indeed he had drawn a knife, wherewith to cut my throat, when, behold, there came a great crocodile forth of the river and snatching him up
from off my breast, plunged with him into the water, with the knife still in his hand; whilst I abode extolling the perfection of God the Most High
and rendering thanks for my preservation to Him who had delivered me from the hand of that oppressor.'.The Seventeenth Night of the
Month..Presently she felt a breath upon her face; whereupon she awoke and found Queen Kemeriyeh kissing her, and with her her three sisters,
Queen Jemreh, Queen Wekhimeh and Queen Sherareh. So she arose and kissed their hands and rejoiced in them with the utmost joy and they
abode, she and they, in talk and converse, what while she related to them her history, from the time of her purchase by the Mughrebi to that of her
coming to the slave-dealers' barrack, where she besought Ishac en Nedim to buy her, and how she won to Er Reshid, till the moment when Iblis
came to her and brought her to them. They gave not over talking till the sun declined and turned pale and the season of sundown drew near and the
day departed, whereupon Tuhfeh was instant in supplication to God the Most High, on the occasion of the prayer of sundown, that He would
reunite her with her lord Er Reshid..When the poor man heard the merchant's story, he became desirous of marrying his daughter. So he took her to
wife and was vouchsafed of her exceeding love. Nor," added the vizier, "is this story more extraordinary than that of the rich man and his wasteful
heir.".? ? ? ? ? By God, forgetfulness of her shall never cross my mind, What while I wear the bonds of life nor when of death they're rent.131. The
Queen of the Serpents cccclxxxii.142. El Asmai and the three Girls of Bassora dclxxxvi.Zubeideh, El Mamoun and, i. 199.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the
Eunuch Kafour ,,.On like wise, O king," continued the young treasurer, "is it with thee. If God have written aught on my forehead, needs must it
befall me and my speech to the king shall not profit me, no, nor my adducing to him of [illustrative] instances, against the fore-ordinance of God.
So with these viziers, for all their eagerness and endeavour for my destruction, this shall not profit them; for, if God [be minded to] save me, He
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will give me the victory over them.".Now, by the ordinance of God the Most High, a company of thieves fell in upon a caravan hard by that
mountain and made prize of that which was with them of merchandise. Then they betook themselves to the mountain, so they might share their
booty, and looking at the foot thereof, espied the gown of brocade. So they descended, to see what it was, and finding the child wrapped therein and
the gold laid at his head, marvelled and said, "Extolled be the perfection of God! By what wickedness cometh this child here?" Then they divided
the money between them and the captain of the thieves took the boy and made him his son and fed him with sweet milk and dates, till he came to
his house, when he appointed him a nurse, who should rear him..Young Men, El Hejjaj and the Three, i. 53..Officer's Story, The Thirteenth, ii.
181..Meanwhile, he ceased not, he and his beloved, Queen Mariyeh, in the most delightsome of life and the pleasantest thereof, and he was
vouchsafed by her children; and indeed there befell friendship and love between them and the longer their companionship was prolonged, the more
their love waxed, so that they became unable to endure from each other a single hour, save the time of his going forth to the Divan, when he would
return to her in the utterest that might be of longing. Aud on this wise they abode in all solace and delight of life, till there came to them the
Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies. So extolled be the perfection of Him whose kingdom endureth for ever, who is never
heedless neither dieth nor sleepeth! This is all that hath come down to us of their story, and so peace [be on you!].? ? ? ? ? For nought of worldly
fortune I weep! my only joy In seeing thee consisteth and in thy seeing me..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fox and the Wild Ass dcccciv.? ? ? ? ? Camphor itself
to me doth testify And in my presence owns me white as snow..? ? ? ? ? b. The Fakir and his Pot of Butter dcx.? ? ? ? ? When I recall the season of
love-delight with them, The sweet of sleep forsakes me, my body wastes amain..The Twenty-Sixth Night of the Month..105. El Feth ben Khacan
and El Mutawekkil ccccxix.The raft fared on with me, running along the surface of the river, and entered into the inward of the mountain, where
the light of day forsook me and I abode dazed and stupefied, unknowing whither I went. Whenas I hungered, I ate a little of the victual I had with
me, till it was all spent and I abode expecting the mercy of the Lord of all creatures. (206) Presently I found myself in a strait [channel] in the
darkness and my head rubbed against the roof of the cave; and in this case I abode awhile, knowing not night from day, whilst anon the channel
grew straiter and anon widened out; and whenas my breast was straitened and I was confounded at my case, sleep took me and I knew neither little
nor much..Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba was moved to exceeding delight and said, 'Well done, O queen of delight! None can avail to describe
thee. Sing to us on the apple,' Quoth Tuhfeh, 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then she improvised and sang the following verses:.Then they told the
damsel, who came forth and looked upon him and knew him not. But he knew her; so he bowed his head and wept. She was moved to compassion
for him and gave him somewhat and returned to her place, whilst the youth returned with the stewardess to the chamberlain and told him that she
was in the king's house, whereat he was chagrined and said, 'By Allah, I will assuredly contrive a device for her and deliver her!' Whereupon the
youth kissed his hands and feet. Then he turned to the old woman and bade her change her apparel and her favour. Now this old woman was goodly
of speech and nimble of wit; so he gave her costly and delicious perfumes and said to her, 'Get thee to the king's slave girls and sell them these
[perfumes] and make thy way to the damsel and question her if she desire her master or not.' So the old woman went out and making her way to the
palace, went in to the damsel and drew near her and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? The earth is my birth-place, indeed; but my place Of
abidance is still in the cheeks of the fair..Then the thieves addressed themselves to sharing their booty and presently fell out concerning a sword
that was among the spoil, who should take it. Quoth the captain, 'Methinks we were better prove it; so, if it be good, we shall know its worth, and if
it be ill, we shall know that.' And they said, 'Try it on this dead man, for he is fresh.' So the captain took the sword and drawing it, poised it and
brandished it; but, when Er Razi saw this, he made sure of death and said in himself, 'I have borne the washing and the boiling water and the
pricking with the knife and the grave and its straitness and all this [beating], trusting in God that I might be delivered from death, and [hitherto] I
have been delivered; but, as for the sword, I may not brook that, for but one stroke of it, and I am a dead man.'.Ishac entered, he and his company,
and seating themselves in the place of honour, amused themselves by looking on the slave-girls and mamelukes and watching how they were sold,
till the sale came to an end, when some of the folk went away and other some sat. Then said the slave-dealer, 'Let none sit with us except him who
buyeth by the thousand [dinars] and upwards.' So those who were present withdrew and there remained none but Er Reshid and his company;
whereupon the slave-dealer called the damsel, after he had caused set her a chair of fawwak, (170) furnished with Greek brocade, and it was as she
were the sun shining in the clear sky. When she entered, she saluted and sitting down, took the lute and smote upon it, after she had touched its
strings and tuned it, so that all present were amazed. Then she sang thereto the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Wherefore, O stranger, dare thou not
approach me with desire, Lest ruin quick and pitiless thy hardihood requite..When the prince saw her in this plight, he was as a sleeper awakened
and said to her, "What hath befallen thee? Set out to me thy case." "God on thee," answered she, "nevermore send me to Mariyeh, and do thou
protect me, so may God protect thee from the fires of hell!" Then she related to him that which had bedded her with Mariyeh; which when he
heard, there took him the shamefastness of the generous and this was grievous unto him. The love of Mariyeh fled forth of his heart and he said to
the nurse, "How much hadst thou of Mariyeh every month?" "Ten dinars," answered she, and he said, "Be not concerned." Then he put his hand to
his poke and bringing out two hundred dinars, gave them to her and said, "Take this for a whole year's wage and turn not again to serve any one.
When the year is out, I will give thee two years' wage, for that thou hast wearied thyself with us and on account of the cutting off of thy dependence
upon Mariyeh.".EN NUMAN AND THE ARAB OF THE BENOU TAI. (168).Would God upon that bitterest day, when my death calls for me, i.
47.On the morrow, he betook himself to the shop of his friend the druggist, who welcomed him and questioned him of his case and how he had
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fared that day. Quoth the singer, 'May God requite thee with good, O my brother! For that thou hast directed me unto easance!' And he related to
him his adventure with the woman, till he came to the mention of her husband, when he said, 'And at midday came the cuckold her husband and
knocked at the door. So she wrapped me in the mat, and when he had gone about his business, I came forth and we returned to what we were
about.' This was grievous to the druggist and he repented of having taught him [how he should do] and misdoubted of his wife. So he said to the
singer, 'And what said she to thee at thy going away?' And the other answered, 'She bade me come back to her on the morrow. So, behold, I am
going to her and I came not hither but that I might acquaint thee with this, lest thy heart be occupied with me.' Then he took leave of him and went
his way. As soon as the druggist was assured that he had reached the house, he cast the net over his shop (195) and made for his house,
misdoubting of his wife, and knocked at the door..8. Ghanim ben Eyoub the Slave of Love xxxix.? ? ? ? ? Were not the darkness (193) still in
gender masculine, As ofttimes is the case with she-things passing fine,.? ? ? ? ? When from your land the breeze I scent that cometh, as I were A
reveller bemused with wine, to lose my wits I'm fain..74. The Simpleton and the Sharper ccclxxxviii.When the king had departed on his journey,
the vizier said in himself, 'Needs must I look upon this damsel whom the king loveth with all this love.' So he hid himself in a place, that he might
look upon her, and saw her overpassing description; wherefore he was confounded at her and his wit was dazed and love got the mastery of him, so
that he said to her, saying, 'Have pity on me, for indeed I perish for the love of thee.' She sent back to him, saying, 'O vizier, thou art in the place of
trust and confidence, so do not thou betray thy trust, but make thine inward like unto thine outward (113) and occupy thyself with thy wife and that
which is lawful to thee. As for this, it is lust and [women are all of] one taste. (114) And if thou wilt not be forbidden from this talk, I will make
thee a byword and a reproach among the folk.' When the vizier heard her answer, he knew that she was chaste of soul and body; wherefore he
repented with the utmost of repentance and feared for himself from the king and said, 'Needs must I contrive a device wherewithal I may destroy
her; else shall I be disgraced with the king.'.? ? ? ? ? All charms, indeed, thou dost comprise; so who shall vie with thee And who shall blame me if
for love of such a fair I'm sped?.Arab of the Benou Tai, En Numan and the, i. 203..The Fourth Day..? ? ? ? ? Would he were not who sundered us
upon the parting day! How many a body hath he slain, how many a bone laid bare?.53. Abou Hassan es Ziyadi and the Man from Khorassan Night
ccxlix.? ? ? ? ? o. The Merchant and the Thieves dccccxx.? ? ? ? ? Were I cut off, beloved, from hope of thy return, Slumber, indeed, for ever my
wakeful lids would flee..When the vizier came to the King of Samarcand [and acquainted him with his errand], he submitted himself to the
commandment [of his brother and made answer] with 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then he equipped himself and made ready for the journey and
brought forth his tents and pavilions. A while after midnight, he went in to his wife, that he might take leave of her, and found with her a strange
man, sleeping with her in one bed. So he slew them both and dragging them out by the feet, cast them away and set forth incontinent on his
journey. When he came to his brother's court, the latter rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy and lodged him in the pavilion of entertainment, [to
wit, the guest-house,] beside his own palace. Now this pavilion overlooked a garden belonging to the elder king and there the younger brother
abode with him some days. Then he called to mind that which his wife had done with him and remembered him of her slaughter and bethought him
how he was a king, yet was not exempt from the vicissitudes of fortune; and this wrought upon him with an exceeding despite, so that it caused him
abstain from meat and drink, or, if he ate anything, it profited him not..75 El Fezl ben Rebiya (233) and the Old Bedouin dclx.When the evening
evened, the king summoned his vizier and bade him tell the [promised] story. So he said, "It is well. Know, O king, that.Endowed with amorous
grace past any else am I, ii 253..I abode in my house, ill, a whole month; after which I went to the bath and coming out, opened my shop [and sat
selling and buying as usual], but saw no more of the man or the woman, till, one day, there stopped before my shop a young man, [a Turcoman], as
he were the full moon; and he was a sheep-merchant and had with him a bag, wherein was money, the price of sheep that he had sold. He was
followed by the woman, and when he stopped at my shop, she stood by his side and cajoled him, and indeed he inclined to her with a great
inclination. As for me, I was consumed with solicitude for him and fell to casting furtive glances at him and winked at him, till he chanced to look
round and saw me winking at him; whereupon the woman looked at me and made a sign with her hand and went away. The Turcoman followed her
and I counted him dead, without recourse; wherefore I feared with an exceeding fear and shut my shop. Then I journeyed for a year's space and
returning, opened my shop; whereupon, behold, the woman came up to me and said, 'This is none other than a great absence.' Quoth I, 'I have been
on a journey;' and she said, 'Why didst thou wink at the Turcoman?' 'God forbid!' answered I. 'I did not wink at him.' Quoth she, 'Beware lest thou
cross me;' and went away..The Twenty-Eighth and Last Night of the Month.Officer's Story, The Second, ii. 134..The absent ones' harbinger came
us unto, iii. 153..Then she folded the letter and giving it to her slave-girl, bade her carry it to El Abbas and bring back his answer thereto.
Accordingly, Shefikeh took the letter and carried it to the prince, after the doorkeeper had sought leave of him to admit her. When she came in to
him, she found with him five damsels, as they were moons, clad in [rich] apparel and ornaments; and when he saw her, he said to her, "What is
thine occasion, O handmaid of good?" So she put out her hand to him with the letter, after she had kissed it, and he bade one of his slave-girls
receive it from her. Then he took it from the girl and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport; whereupon "We are God's and to Him
we return!" exclaimed he and calling for ink- horn and paper, wrote the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Chief of the Boulac Police
cccxliv..43. The Man of Yemen and his six Slave-girls cccxxxiv.68. Kisra Anoushirwan and the Village Damsel dcliii.When the king heard this
story, he smiled and it pleased him and he bade the vizier go away to his own house..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclii.The
kings of the Jinn were moved to delight by that fair singing and fluent speech and praised Tuhfeh; and Queen Kemeriyeh rose to her and embraced
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her and kissed her between the eyes, saying, 'By Allah, it is good, O my sister and solace of mine eyes and darling of my heart!' Then said she, 'I
conjure thee by Allah, give us more of this lovely singing.' And Tuhfeh answered with 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and
playing thereon after a different fashion from the former one, sang the following verses:.So, on the morrow, she made her ready and donning the
costliest of apparel, adorned herself with the most magnificent of ornaments and the highest of price and stained her hands with henna. Then she let
down her tresses upon her shoulders and went forth, walking along with coquettish swimming gait and amorous grace, followed by her slave-girls,
till she came to the young merchant's shop and sitting down thereat, under colour of seeking stuffs, saluted him and demanded of him somewhat of
merchandise. So he brought out to her various kinds of stuffs and she took them and turned them over, talking with him the while. Then said she to
him, "Look at the goodliness of my shape and my symmetry. Seest thou in me any default?" And he answered, "No, O my lady." "Is it lawful,"
continued she, "in any one that he should slander me and say that I am humpbacked?".Now there was in the camp a wise woman, (11) and she
questioned him of the new-born child, if it was male or female. Quoth he, 'It is a girl;' and she said, 'She shall do whoredom with a hundred men
and a journeyman shall marry her and a spider shall slay her.' When the journeyman heard this, he returned upon his steps and going in to the
woman, took the child from her by wile and slit its paunch. Then he fled forth into the desert at a venture and abode in strangerhood what [while]
God willed..? ? ? ? ? At their appointed terms souls die; but for despair My soul is like to die, or ere its term betide..Now he was the king of the
land of Serendib, (207) and he welcomed me and entreated me with kindness, bidding me be seated and admitting me to his table and converse. So
I talked with him and called down blessings upon him and he took pleasure in my discourse and showed me satisfaction and said to me, 'What is
thy name?' 'O my lord,' answered I, 'my name is Sindbad the Sailor;' and he said, 'And what countryman art thou?' Quoth I, 'I am of Baghdad.' 'And
how earnest thou hither?' asked he. So I told him my story and he marvelled mightily thereat and said, 'By Allah, O Sindbad, this thy story is
marvellous and it behoveth that it be written in characters of gold.'.Now there was a ruined building hard by and he climbed up on to a high wall
and gave not over clambering hither and thither, of the excess of his carefulness, till his feet betrayed him and he slipped [and fell] to the bottom
and died, whilst his companions arose in the morning in health [and weal]. Now, if he had overmastered his corrupt (259) judgment and submitted
himself to fate and fortune fore-ordained, it had been safer and better [for him]; but he made light of the folk and belittled their wit and was not
content to take example by them; for his soul whispered him that he was a man of understanding and he imagined that, if he abode with them, he
would perish; so his folly cast him into perdition. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the man who was lavish of his
house and his victual to one whom he knew not".Thy presence honoureth us and we, i. 13..Presently, there came in upon us a spunger, without
leave, and we went on playing, whilst he played with us. Then quoth the Sultan to the Vizier, "Bring the spunger who cometh in to the folk, without
leave or bidding, that we may enquire into his case. Then will I cut off his head." So the headsman arose and dragged the spunger before the Sultan,
who bade cut off his head. Now there was with them a sword, that would not cut curd; (151) so the headsman smote him therewith and his head
flew from his body. When we saw this, the wine fled from our heads and we became in the sorriest of plights. Then my friends took up the body
and went out with it, that they might hide it, whilst I took the head and made for the river..?THE TENTH OFFICER'S STORY..So he went round
about, as the druggist bade him, till the sun grew hot, but found none drinking. Then he entered a by-street, that he might rest himself, and seeing
there a handsome and lofty house, stood in its shade and fell to observing the goodliness of its ordinance. As he was thus engaged, behold, a
window opened and there appeared thereat a face, as it were the moon. Quoth she, (193) 'What aileth thee to stand there? Dost thou want aught?'
And he answered, 'I am a stranger,' and acquainted her with his case; whereupon quoth she, 'What sayst thou to meat and drink and the enjoyment
of a fair-face[d one] and getting thee what thou mayst spend?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'this is my desire and that in quest whereof I am going
about.'.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Calender's Story xiv.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. Story of Aziz and Azizeh cxliii.May the place of my session ne'er lack thee!
Oh, why, iii. 118.Fair fall the maid whose loosened locks her cheeks do overcloud! iii. 191..? ? ? ? ? A talking-stock among the folk for ever I
abide; Life and the days pass by, yet ne'er my wishes I attain),
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