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147. Isaac of Mosul and his Mistress and the Devil dcxcr.When she had made an end of her verses, the Lady Zubeideh bade each damsel sing a
song, till the turn came round to Sitt el Milah, whereupon she took the lute and tuning it, sang thereto four-and-twenty songs in four-and-twenty
modes; then she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.When it was eventide, the king caused avoid his sitting chamber and
summoned the vizier, who presented himself and making his obeisance to the king, kissed the earth before him and bespoke him as follows:.? ? ? ?
? The dwellings, indeed, one and all, I adorned, Bewildered and dazed with delight at your view;.The Third Night of the Month.When Galen saw
what appeared to him of the [mock] physician's incapacity, he turned to his disciples and pupils and bade them fetch the other, with all his gear and
drugs. So they brought him into his presence on the speediest wise, and when Galen saw him before him, he said to him, 'Knowest thou me?' ' No,'
answered the other, 'nor did I ever set eyes on thee before this day.' Quoth the sage, 'Dost thou know Galen?' And the weaver said, 'No.' Then said
Galen, 'What prompted thee to that which thou dost?' So he related to him his story and gave him to know of the dowry and the obligation by which
he was bound with regard to his wife, whereat Galen marvelled and certified himself of the matter of the dower..150. The Rogueries of Delileh the
Crafty and her Daughter Zeyneb the Trickstress dcxcviii.The company marvelled at the generosity of this man and his clemency (152) and
courtesy, and the Sultan said, 'Tell us another of thy stories.' (153) 'It is well,' answered the officer, 'They avouch that.On this wise they abode till
the morning, tasting not the savour of sleep; and when the day lightened, behold, the eunuch came with the mule and said to Sitt el Milah, "The
Commander of the Faithful calleth for thee." So she arose and taking her lord by the hand, committed him to the old man, saying, "I commend him
to thy care, under God, (40) till this eunuch cometh to thee; and indeed, O elder, I owe thee favour and largesse such as filleth the interspace
betwixt heaven and earth.".Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in Marriage to the, i. 247..Shehrzad and Shehriyar, ii. 111, iii.
141, 157..Then said she to him, 'When the king saw him and questioned thee of him, what saidst thou to him?' And he answered, 'I said to him,
"This is the son of a nurse who belonged to us. We left him little and he grew up; so I brought him, that he might be servant to the king,"' Quoth
she, 'Thou didst well.' And she charged him to be instant in the service of the prince. As for the king, he redoubled in kindness to the eunuch and
appointed the youth a liberal allowance and he abode going in to the king's house and coming out therefrom and standing in his service, and every
day he grew in favour with him; whilst, as for Shah Khatoun, she used to stand a-watch for him at the windows and balconies and gaze upon him,
and she on coals of fire on his account, yet could she not speak.."There was once, of old time, a king and he had a son [named Bihzad], there was
not in his day a goodlier than he and he loved to consort with the folk and to sit with the merchants and converse with them. One day, as he sat in
an assembly, amongst a number of folk, he heard them talking of his own goodliness and grace and saying, 'There is not in his time a goodlier than
he.' But one of the company said, 'Indeed, the daughter of King Such-an-one is handsomer than he.' When Bihzad heard this saying, his reason fled
and his heart fluttered and he called the last speaker and said to him, 'Repeat to me that which thou saidst and tell me the truth concerning her
whom thou avouchest to be handsomer than I and whose daughter she is.' Quoth the man, 'She is the daughter of King Such-an-one;' whereupon
Bihzad's heart clave to her and his colour changed..Then they agreed upon a device between them, to wit, that they should feign an occasion in their
own country, under pretext that she had there wealth buried from the time of her husband Melik Shah and that none knew of it but this eunuch who
was with her, wherefore it behoved that he should go and fetch it. So she acquainted the king her husband with this and sought of him leave for the
eunuch to go: and the king granted him permission for the journey and charged him cast about for a device, lest any get wind of him. Accordingly,
the eunuch disguised himself as a merchant and repairing to Belehwan's city, began to enquire concerning the youth's case; whereupon they told
him that he had been prisoned in an underground dungeon and that his uncle had released him and dispatched him to such a place, where they had
slain him. When the eunuch heard this, it was grievous to him and his breast was straitened and he knew not what he should do..JAAFER BEN
YEHYA AND ABDULMEILIK BEN SALIH THE ABBASIDE. (144).Then said she to me, "To-morrow morning, when Amin el Hukm cometh,
have patience with him till he have made an end of his speech, and when he is silent, return him no answer; and if the prefect say to thee, 'What
ailest thee that thou answereth him not?' do thou reply, 'O lord, know that the two words are not alike, but there is no [helper] for him who is
undermost (101), save God the Most High.' (102) The Cadi will say, 'What is the meaning of thy saying," The two words are not alike"?' And do
thou make answer, saying, 'I deposited with thee a damsel from the palace of the Sultan, and most like some losel of thy household hath
transgressed against her or she hath been privily murdered. Indeed, there were on her jewels and raiment worth a thousand dinars, and hadst thou
put those who are with thee of slaves and slave-girls to the question, thou hadst assuredly lit on some traces [of the crime].' When he heareth this
from thee, his agitation will redouble and he will be confounded and will swear that needs must thou go with him to his house; but do thou say,
'That will I not do, for that I am the party aggrieved, more by token that I am under suspicion with thee.' If he redouble in calling [on God for aid]
and conjure thee by the oath of divorce, saying, 'Needs must thou come,' do thou say, 'By Allah, I will not go, except the prefect come also.'.?Story
of Prince Bihzad..? ? ? ? ? u. The Debauchee and the Three-year-old Child dccccxcviii.148. The Lovers of Medina dcxcvi.So saying, she rose [and
going] to a chest, took out therefrom six bags full of gold and said to me, "This is what I took from Amin el Hukm's house. So, if thou wilt, restore
it; else the whole is lawfully thine; and if thou desire other than this, [thou shalt have it;] for I have wealth in plenty and I had no design in this but
to marry thee." Then she arose and opening [other] chests, brought out therefrom wealth galore and I said to her, "O my sister, I have no desire for
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all this, nor do I covet aught but to be quit of that wherein I am." Quoth she, "I came not forth of the [Cadi's] house without [making provision for]
thine acquittance.".Then she arose and going in to the king, found him with his head between his knees, and he lamenting. So she sat down by him
awhile and bespoke him with soft words and said to him, 'Indeed, O my son, thou consumest mine entrails, for that these [many] days thou hast not
mounted to horse, and thou lamentest and I know not what aileth thee.' 'O my mother,' answered he, '[this my chagrin] is due to yonder accursed
woman, of whom I still deemed well and who hath done thus and thus.' Then he related to her the whole story from first to last, and she said to him,
'This thy concern is on account of a worthless woman.' Quoth he, 'I was but considering by what death I should slay them, so the folk may [be
admonished by their fate and] repent.' And she said, 'O my son, beware of haste, for it engendereth repentance and the slaying of them will not
escape [thee]. When thou art assured of this affair, do what thou wilt.' 'O my mother,' rejoined he; 'there needeth no assurance concerning him for
whom she despatched her eunuch and he fetched him.'.Ye know I'm passion-maddened, racked with love and languishment, ii. 230..Therewithal
Queen Es Shuhba was moved to delight and said, 'Well done, O Tuhfeh! Let me have more of thy singing.' So she smote the lute and changing the
mode, improvised the following verses on the moss-rose:.? ? ? ? ? Our Lord, after sev'rance, with them hath conjoined us, for he who doth good
Shall ne'er disappointed abide and kindnesses kindness entail..Wife, The King and his Chamberlain's, ii. 53..Sharpers, The Money-Changer and the
Ass, The, ii. 41..Quoth Ishac, 'Indeed, this was of thy fair fortune. By Allah, I know not that which thou knowest in this craft!' Then he arose and
going to a chest, brought out therefrom striped clothes of great price, netted with jewels and great pearls, and said to her, 'In the name of God, don
these, O my lady Tuhfeh.' So she arose and donned those clothes and veiled herself and went up [with Ishac] to the palace of the Khalifate, where
he made her stand without, whilst he himself went in to the Commander of the Faithful (with whom was Jaafer the Barmecide) and kissing the
earth before him, said to him, 'O Commander of the Faithful, I have brought thee a damsel, never saw eyes her like for excellence in singing and
touching the lute; and her name is Tuhfeh." (186) 'And where,' asked Er Reshed, 'is this Tuhfeh, who hath not her like in the world?' Quoth Ishac,
'Yonder she stands, O Commander of the Faithful;' and he acquainted the Khalif with her case from first to last. Then said Er Reshid, 'It is a marvel
to hear thee praise a slave-girl after this fashion. Admit her, so we may see her, for that the morning may not be hidden.'.Pease on thee! Would our
gaze might light on thee once more! ii. 89..Quoth the Khalif, "God grant thee that thou seekest! Let us drink one last cup and rise before the dawn
draw near, and to-morrow night I will be with thee again." "Far be it!" said Aboulhusn. Then the Khalif filled a cup and putting therein a piece of
Cretan henbane, gave it to his host and said to him, "My life on thee, O my brother, drink this cup from my hand!" "Ay, by thy life," answered
Aboulhusn, "I will drink it from thy hand." So he took it and drank it off; but hardly had he done so, when his head forewent his feet and he fell to
the ground like a slain man; whereupon the Khalif went out and said to his servant Mesrour, "Go in to yonder young man, the master of the house,
and take him up and bring him to me at the palace; and when thou goest out, shut the door.".? ? ? ? ? I wander seeking East and West for you, and
every time Unto a camp I come, I'm told, "They've fared away again.".? ? ? ? ? Now that the clouds have broken their promise to our hope, We
trust the Khalif's bounty will stand to us for rain. (65).38. Yehya ben Khalid and Mensour ccv.22. Alaeddin Abou esh Shamat ccl.Indeed, many of
the notables of the people have sought her of me in marriage, but I would not marry her to any, for that, one night, I saw, in a dream, the balance
aforesaid set up and men and women being weighed, one against the other, therein, and meseemed I saw thee [and her] and it was said to me, "This
is such a man, (217) the allotted portion of such a woman." (218) Wherefore I knew that God the Most High had allotted unto her none other than
thyself, and I choose rather to marry thee to her in my lifetime than that thou shouldst marry her after my death.'.The Khalif smiled and said to his
eunuch, "O Mesrour, verily women are little of wit. I conjure thee, by Allah, say, was not Aboulhusn with me but now?" ["Yes, O Commander of
the Faithful," answered Mesrour] Quoth the Lady Zubeideh, laughing from a heart full of wrath, "Wilt thou not leave thy jesting? Is it not enough
that Aboulhusn is dead, but thou must kill my slave-girl also and bereave us of the two and style me little of wit?" "Indeed," answered the Khalif,
"it is Nuzhet el Fuad who is dead." And Zubeideh said, "Indeed he hath not been with thee, nor hast thou seen him, and none was with me but now
but Nuzhet el Fuad, and she sorrowful, weeping, with her clothes torn. I exhorted her to patience and gave her a hundred dinars and a piece of silk;
and indeed I was awaiting thy coming, so I might condole with thee for thy boon- companion Aboulhusn el Khelia, and was about to send for thee."
The Khalif laughed and said, "None is dead but Nuzhet el Fuad;" and she, "No, no, my lord; none is dead but Aboulhusn.".52. The Devout Israelite
cccxlviii.? ? ? ? ? c. The Fishes and the Crab dcccciii.? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.? ? ? ? ? Wherefore, by Him who
letteth waste my frame, have ruth on me And quench my yearning and the fires by passion in me fed..Sons, The Merchant and his, i. 81..? ? ? ? ?
"How call'st thou this thy dress?" quoth we, and she replied A word wherein the wise a lesson well might trace;.? ? ? ? ? If the rose be entitled the
pride of the morn, Before me nor after she wins it, I ween..Meanwhile, they carried the damsel into the Commander of the Faithful and she pleased
him; so he assigned her a lodging of the apartments of choice. She abode in the palace, eating not neither drinking and ceasing not from weeping
night nor day, till, one night, the Khalif sent for her to his sitting-chamber and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, be of good heart and cheerful eye, for I
will make thy rank higher than [any of] the concubines and thou shall see that which shall rejoice thee." She kissed the earth and wept; whereupon
the Khalif called for her lute and bade her sing. So she improvised and sang the following verses, in accordance with that which was in her
heart:.They have departed, but the steads yet full of them remain, ii. 239..[On this wise he abode a pretty while] and the days ceased not and the
nights to transport him from country to country, till he came to the land of the Greeks and lighted down in a city of the cities thereof, wherein was
Galen the Sage; but the weaver knew him not, nor was he ware who he was. So he went forth, according to his wont, in quest of a place where the
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folk might assemble together, and hired Galen's courtyard. (20) There he spread his carpet and setting out thereon his drugs and instruments of
medicine, praised himself and his skill and vaunted himself of understanding such as none but he might claim..?STORY OF THE HAWK AND
THE LOCUST..8. Ghanim ben Eyoub the Slave of Love xxxix.As for his mother, Shah Khatoun, great was her longing for her son and she [still]
thought of him and news of him was cut off from her, wherefore her life was troubled and she forswore sleep and could not make mention of him
before King Caesar her husband. Now she had an eunuch who had come with her from the court of her uncle King Suleiman Shah, and he was
intelligent, quickwitted, a man of good counsel. So she took him apart one day and said to him, 'Thou hast been my servant from my childhood to
this day; canst thou not therefore avail to get me news of my son, for that I cannot speak of his matter?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'this is an affair
that thou hast concealed from the first, and were thy son here, it would not be possible for thee to harbour him, lest thine honour fall into suspicion
with the king; for they would never credit thee, since the news hath been spread abroad that thy son was slain by his uncle.' Quoth she, 'The case is
even as thou sayst and thou speakest truly; but, provided I know that my son is alive, let him be in these parts pasturing sheep and let me not see
him nor he me.' And he said to her, 'How shall we contrive in this affair?' 'Here are my treasures and my wealth,' answered she. 'Take all thou wilt
and bring me my son or else news of him.'.After a few days, his brother returned and finding him healed of his sickness, said to him, 'Tell me, O
my brother, what was the cause of thy sickness and thy pallor, and what is the cause of the return of health to thee and of rosiness to thy face after
this?' So he acquainted him with the whole case and this was grievous to him; but they concealed their affair and agreed to leave the kingship and
fare forth pilgrim-wise, wandering at a venture, for they deemed that there had befallen none the like of this which had befallen them. [So they
went forth and wandered on at hazard] and as they journeyed, they saw by the way a woman imprisoned in seven chests, whereon were five locks,
and sunken in the midst of the salt sea, under the guardianship of an Afrit; yet for all this that woman issued forth of the sea and opened those locks
and coming forth of those chests, did what she would with the two brothers, after she had circumvented the Afrit..? ? ? ? ? My juice among kings is
still drunken for wine And a present am I betwixt friends, young and old..So he returned to his mother (and indeed his spirit was broken), and
related to her that which had happened to him and what had betided him from his friends, how they, had neither shared with him nor requited him
with speech. "O Aboulhusn," answered she, "on this wise are the sons (5)of this time: if thou have aught, they make much of thee, (6) and if thou
have nought, they put thee away [from them]." And she went on to condole with him, what while he bewailed himself and his tears flowed and he
repeated the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclxvi.When it was the ninth day, the viziers [foregathered and]
said, one to another, "Verily, this youth baffleth us, for as often as the king is minded to put him to death, he beguileth him and ensorcelleth him
with a story; so what deem ye we should do, that we may slay him and be at rest from him?" Then they took counsel together and were of accord
that they should go to the king's wife [and prompt her to urge the king to slaughter the youth. So they betook themselves to her] and said to her,
"Thou art heedless of this affair wherein thou art and this heedlessness will not profit thee; whilst the king is occupied with eating and drinking and
diversion and forgetteth that the folk beat upon tabrets and sing of thee and say, 'The king's wife loveth the youth;' and what while he abideth on
life, the talk will increase and not diminish." Quoth she, "By Allah, it was ye set me on against him, and what shall I do [now]?" And they
answered, "Do thou go in to the king and weep and say to him, 'Verily, the women come to me and tell me that I am become a byword in the city,
and what is thine advantage in the sparing of this youth? If thou wilt not slay him, slay me, so this talk may be estopped from us.'".Husband, The
Credulous, i. 270..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? wa. The Hawk and the Locust dccccxvi.? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.Meanwhile, the
wind carried the two children [out to sea and thence driving them] towards the land, cast them up on the sea-shore. As for one of them, a company
of the guards of the king of those parts found him and carried him to their master, who marvelled at him with an exceeding wonderment and
adopted him to his son, giving out to the folk that he was his [very] son, whom he had hidden, (106) of his love for him. So the folk rejoiced in him
with an exceeding joy, for the king's sake, and the latter appointed him his heir-apparent and the inheritor of his kingdom. On this wise, a number
of years passed, till the king died and they crowned the youth king in his room. So he sat down on the throne of his kingship and his estate
flourished and his affairs prospered..? ? ? ? ? And dar'dst, O dweller in the tents, to lift thine eyes to me, Hoping by stress to win of me the amorous
delight,.Therewithal El Abbas smiled and her verses pleased him. Then he bade the fourth damsel come forward and sing. Now she was from the
land of Morocco and her name was Belekhsha. So she came forward and taking the lute and the psaltery, tightened the strings thereof and smote
thereon in many modes; then returned to the first mode and improvising, sang the following verses:.So he repaired to the vizier and repeated to him
the answer; and he marvelled at its justness and said to him, 'Go; by Allah, I will ask thee no more questions, for thou with thy skill marrest my
foundation.' (233) Then he entreated him friendly and the merchant acquainted him with the affair of the old woman; whereupon quoth the vizier,
'Needs must the man of understanding company with those of understanding.' Thus did this weak woman restore to that man his life and good on
the easiest wise. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the credulous husband."."Forget him," quoth my censurers,
"forget him; what is he?" iii. 42..117. The Favourite and her Lover M.The company marvelled at this story with the utmost wonderment, and the
eleventh officer rose and said, 'I know a story yet rarer than this: but it happened not to myself..'Twere fitter and better my loves that I leave, For, if
the eye see not, the heart will not grieve..First Officer's Story, The, ii. 122..SHEHRZAD AND SHEHRIYAR..So he went walking in the
thoroughfares of the city and viewing its ordinance and its markets and thoroughfares and gazing on its folk. Presently, Abou Nuwas met him.
(Now he was of those of whom it is said, "They love the fair," (8) and indeed there is said what is said concerning him. (9) When he saw Noureddin
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Ali, he stared at him in amazement and exclaimed, "Say, I take refuge with the Lord of the Daybreak!" (10) Then he accosted the young
Damascene and saluting him, said to him, "Why do I see my lord alone and forlorn? Meseemeth thou art a stranger and knowest not this country;
so, with my lord's permission, I will put myself at his service and acquaint him with the streets, for that I know this city." Quoth Noureddin, "This
will be of thy favour, O uncle." Whereat Abou Nuwas rejoiced and fared on with him, showing him the markets and thoroughfares, till they came
to the house of a slave-dealer, where he stopped and said to the youth, "From what city art thou?" "From Damascus," answered Noureddin; and
Abou Nuwas said, "By Allah, thou art from a blessed city, even as saith of it the poet in the following verses:.Awake, Asleep and, i.
5..Accordingly, one night, when they were alone with the king and he leant back, as he were asleep, they said these words and the king heard it all
and was like to die of rage and said in himself, 'These are young boys, not come to years of discretion, and have no intrigue with any; and except
they had heard these words from some one, they had not spoken with each other thereof.' When it was morning, wrath overmastered him, so that he
stayed not neither deliberated, but summoned Abou Temam and taking him apart, said to him, 'Whoso guardeth not his lord's honour, (126) what
behoveth unto him?' Quoth Abou Temam, 'It behoveth that his lord guard not his honour.' 'And whoso entereth the king's house and playeth the
traitor with him,' continued the king, 'what behoveth unto him?' And Abou Temam answered, 'He shall not be left on life.' Whereupon the king spat
in his face and said to him, 'Both these things hast thou done.' Then he drew his dagger on him in haste and smiting him in the belly, slit it and he
died forthright; whereupon the king dragged him to a well that was in his palace and cast him therein..Then will he say to thee, 'Then thou art an
ape-leader of the tribe of the mountebanks?' And do thou reply, 'I may in nowise deny my origin, for the sake of thy daughter and in her honour.'
The Cadi will say, 'It may not be that thou shalt be given the daughter of a sheikh who sitteth upon the carpet of the Law and whose descent is
traceable by genealogy to the loins of the Apostle of God, (267) nor is it seemly that his daughter be in the power of a man who is an ape-dancer, a
minstrel.' And do thou rejoin, 'Nay, O Effendi, she is my lawful wife and every hair of her is worth a thousand lives, and I will not let her go,
though I be given the kingship of the world.' Then be thou persuaded to speak the word of divorce and so shall the marriage be dissolved and ye be
delivered from each other.".The wife of the shopkeeper, to wit, the nurse, came out, with the rest of those who came out, to divert herself with
gazing upon the show, and when she saw El Abbas and beheld his beauty and the goodliness of his army and that which he had brought back with
him of herds and slaves and slave-girls and mamelukes, she improvised and recited the following verses:.However, he would not be denied, and
when he saw her [constant] refusal of herself to him, he feared lest she should tell the folk of him. So, when he arose in the morning, he took a
scroll and wrote in it what he would of forgery and falsehood and going up to the Sultan's palace, said, '[I have] an advisement [for the king].' So he
bade admit him and he delivered him the writ that he had forged, saying, 'I found this letter with the woman, the devotee, the ascetic, and indeed
she is a spy, a secret informer against the king to his enemy; and I deem the king's due more incumbent on me than any other and his advisement
the first [duty], for that he uniteth in himself all the people, and but for the king's presence, the subjects would perish; wherefore I have brought
[thee] warning.' The king put faith in his words and sent with him those who should lay hands upon the woman and put her to death; but they found
her not..'There was once an old man renowned for roguery, and he went, he and his mates, to one of the markets and stole thence a parcel of stuffs.
Then they separated and returned each to his quarter. Awhile after this, the old man assembled a company of his fellows and one of them pulled out
a costly piece of stuff and said, "Will any one of you sell this piece of stuff in its own market whence it was stolen, that we may confess his
[pre-eminence in] sharping?" Quoth the old man, "I will;" and they said, "Go, and God the Most High prosper thee!".? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Old
Man's Story viii.On this wise I abode a while of time, every day shooting an elephant, whereupon my master came and carried it away, till, one
day, as I sat hidden in the tree, there came up elephants without number, roaring and trumpeting, so that meseemed the earth trembled for the din.
They all made for the tree whereon I was and the girth whereof was fifty cubits, and compassed it about. Then a huge elephant came up to the tree
and winding his trunk about it, tugged at it, till he plucked it up by the roots and cast it to the ground. I fell among the elephants, and the great
elephant, coming up to me, as I lay aswoon for affright, wound his trunk about me and tossing me on to his back, made off with me, accompanied
by the others; nor did he leave faring on with me, and I absent from the world, till he brought me to a certain place and casting me down from off
his back, went away, followed by the rest. I lay there awhile, till my trouble subsided and my senses returned to me, when I sat up, deeming myself
in a dream, and found myself on a great hill, stretching far and wide and all of elephants' bones. So I knew that this was their burial-place and that
they had brought me thither on account of the bones..? ? ? ? ? f. The Lady and her Two Lovers dlxxxi.? ? ? ? ? Quoth he, what while from out his
hair the morning glimmered white, "This, this is life indeed, except, alas! it doth not stay.".? ? ? ? ? Quoth I (and mine a body is of passion all
forslain, Ay, and a heart that's all athirst for love and longing pain.? ? ? ? ? Endowed with amorous grace past any else am I; Graceful of shape and
lithe and pleasing to the eye..4. The Three Apples lxix.?THE FIFTH OFFICER'S STORY..There was once a man of the drapers, who had a fair
wife, and she was curtained (54) and chaste. A certain young man saw her coming forth of the bath and loved her and his heart was occupied with
her. So he cast about [to get access to her] with all manner of devices, but availed not to win to her; and when he was weary of endeavour and his
patience was exhausted for weariness and his fortitude failed him and he was at an end of his resources against her, he complained of this to an old
woman of ill-omen, (55) who promised him to bring about union between him and her. He thanked her for this and promised her all manner of
good; and she said to him, "Get thee to her husband and buy of him a turban-cloth of fine linen, and let it be of the goodliest of stuffs.".Therewithal
the cook equipped his brother and freighting him a ship, embarked therein merchandise. Then he committed Selim unto him and they set out and
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departed with the ship. God decreed them safety, so that they arrived [in due course] at the first city [of the land of Hind], the which is known as El
Mensoureh, and cast anchor there. Now the king of that city had died, leaving a daughter and a widow, who was the quickest-witted of women and
gave out that the girl was a boy, so that the kingship might be stablished unto them. The troops and the amirs doubted not but that the case was as
she avouched and that the princess was a male child; so they obeyed her and the queen mother took order for the matter and used to dress the girl in
man's apparel and seat her on the throne of the kingship, so that the folk might see her. Accordingly, the grandees of the kingdom and the chief
officers of the realm used to go in to her and salute her and do her service and go away, nothing doubting but she was a boy..As for that which hath
befallen thee, verily, it hath befallen [many] kings before thee and their women have played them false, for all they were greater of puissance than
thou, yea, and mightier of kingship and more abounding in troops. If I would, I could relate unto thee, O king, concerning the wiles of women, that
whereof I could not make an end all my life long; and indeed, aforetime, in all these my nights that I have passed before thee, I have told thee
[many stories and anecdotes] of the artifices of women and of their craft and perfidy; but indeed the things abound on me; (173) wherefore, if it like
thee, O king, I will relate unto thee [somewhat] of that which befell kings of old time of the perfidy of their women and of the calamities which
overtook them by reason of these latter." "How so?" asked the king. "Tell on." "Hearkening and obedience,"answered Shehrzad."It hath been told
me, O king, that a man once related to a company and spoke as follows:.? ? ? ? ? My friends have not accustomed me to rigour; for, of old, When I
forsook them, they to seek accord did not disdain..Twere better and meeter thy presence to leave, For, if the eye see not, the heart doth not
grieve.'.So El Aziz sent after his son and acquainted him with that which had passed; whereupon El Abbas called for four-and-twenty males and
half a score horses [and as many camels] and loaded the mules with pieces of silk and rags of leather and boxes of camphor and musk and the
camels [and horses] with chests of gold and silver. Moreover, he took the richest of the stuffs and wrapping them in pieces of gold-striped silk, laid
them on the heads of porters, and they fared on with the treasures till they reached the King of Baghdad's palace, whereupon all who were present
dismounted in honour of El Abbas and escorting him to the presence of King Ins ben Cais, displayed unto the latter all that they had with them of
things of price. The king bade carry all this into the harem and sent for the Cadis and the witnesses, who drew up the contract and married Mariyeh
to Prince El Abbas, whereupon the latter commanded to [slaughter] a thousand head of sheep and five hundred buffaloes. So they made the
bride-feast and bade thereto all the tribes of the Arabs, Bedouins and townsfolk, and the tables abode spread for the space of ten days..? ? ? ? ? i.
The Spider and the Wind dccccviii.?THE FOURTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..When he felt the water, he struck out, and gave not over
swimming till he landed upon an island, where he abode five days, finding nothing which he might eat or drink; but, on the sixth day, when he
despaired of himself, he caught sight of a passing ship; so he made signals to the crew and they came and took him up and fared on with him to an
inhabited country, where they set him ashore, naked as he was. There he saw a man tilling; so he sought guidance of him and the husbandman said,
'Art thou a stranger?' 'Yes,' answered the king and sat with him and they talked. The husbandman found him quickwitted and intelligent and said to
him, 'If thou sawest a comrade of mine, thou wouldst see him the like of what I see thee, for his case is even as thy case, and he is presently my
friend.'.Then they returned to Dinarzad and displayed her in the fifth dress and in the sixth, which was green. Indeed, she overpassed with her
loveliness the fair of the four quarters of the world and outshone, with the brightness of her countenance, the full moon at its rising; for she was
even as saith of her the poet in the following verses:.So she arose and returned to her house, whilst El Merouzi abode in his place till the night was
half spent, when he said to himself, 'How long [is this to last]? Yet how can I let this knavish dog die and lose the money? Methinks I were better
open the tomb on him and bring him forth and take my due of him by dint of grievous beating and torment.' Accordingly, he dug him up and pulled
him forth of the tomb; after which he betook himself to an orchard hard by the burial-ground and cut thence staves and palm sticks. Then he tied
the dead man's legs and came down on him with the staff and beat him grievously; but he stirred not. When the time grew long on him, his
shoulders became weary and he feared lest some one of the watch should pass on his round and surprise him. So he took up Er Razi and carrying
him forth of the cemetery, stayed not till he came to the Magians' burying-place and casting him down in a sepulchre (42) there, rained heavy blows
upon him till his shoulders failed him, but the other stirred not Then he sat down by his side and rested; after which he rose and renewed the
beating upon him, [but to no better effect; and thus he did] till the end of the night.? ? ? ? ? They left me and content forthright forsook my
heart,.Ishac stared at her and seizing her hand, said to her, 'Know that I am bound by an oath that, when the singing of a damsel pleaseth me, she
shall not make an end of her song but before the Commander of the Faithful. But now tell me, how came it that thou abodest with the slave-dealer
five months and wast not sold to any, and thou of this skill, more by token that the price set on thee was no great matter?'.But she said, 'There is a
thing wherewith we will make her confess, and all that is in her heart shall be discovered to thee.' 'What is that?' asked the king, and she answered,
'I will bring thee a hoopoe's heart, (138) which, when she sleepeth, do thou lay upon her heart and question her of all thou wilt, and she will
discover this unto thee and show forth the truth to thee." The king rejoiced in this and said to his nurse, 'Hasten and let none know of thee.' So she
arose and going in to the queen, said to her, 'I have done thine occasion and it is on this wise. This night the king will come in to thee and do thou
feign thyself asleep; and if he ask thee of aught, do thou answer him, as if in thy sleep.' The queen thanked her and the old woman went away and
fetching the hoopoe's heart, gave it to the king..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fox and the Wild Ass dcxi.When the king heard this from the youth, his anger
subsided; so he bade restore him to the prison, and the folk dispersed that day..There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a
merchant of the merchants of Damascus, by name Aboulhusn, who had money and riches and slaves and slave-girls and lands and houses and
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baths; but he was not blessed with a child and indeed his years waxed great; wherefore he addressed himself to supplicate God the Most High in
private and in public and in his inclining and his prostration and at the season of the call to prayer, beseeching Him to vouchsafe him, before his
admittance [to His mercy], a son who should inherit his wealth and possessions; and God answered his prayer. So his wife conceived and the days
of her pregnancy were accomplished and her months and her nights and the pangs of her travail came upon her and she gave birth to a male child,
as he were a piece of the moon. He had not his match for beauty and he put to shame the sun and the resplendent moon; for he had a shining face
and black eyes of Babylonian witchery (2) and aquiline nose and ruby lips; brief, he was perfect of attributes, the loveliest of the folk of his time,
without doubt or gainsaying..Rich Man and his Wasteful Son, The, i. 252..Fortune, Of the Uselessness of Endeavour against Persistent Ill, i. 70..66.
The Imam Abou Yousuf with Er Reshid and Zubeideh dclii.? ? ? ? ? e. Story of the Portress lxvii.With this the Khalif waxed wroth, and the
Hashimi vein (36) started out from between his eyes and he cried out to Mesrour and said to him, "Go forth and see which of them is dead." So
Mesrour went out, running, and the Khalif said to Zubeideh, "Wilt thou lay me a wager?" "Yes," answered she; "I will wager, and I say that
Aboulhusn is dead." "And I," rejoined the Khalif, "wager and say that none is dead save Nuzhet el Fuad; and the stake shall be the Garden of
Pleasance against thy palace and the Pavilion of Pictures." So they [agreed upon this and] abode awaiting Mesrour, till such time as he should
return with news..When the king heard this, he said in himself "How like is this to my own story in the matter of the vizier and his slaughter! Had I
not used precaution, I had put him to death." And he bade Er Rehwan depart to his own house..? ? ? ? ? m. The Thirteenth Officer's Story
dccccxxxix.? ? ? ? ? g. The Crows and the Hawk dcxiii.? ? ? ? ? Thou layst on me a load too great to bear, and thus thou dost But that my burdens I
may bind and so towards thee fare..? ? ? ? ? But, when from home it fares, forthright all glory it attains And 'twixt the eyelid and the eye
incontinent 'tis dight..When she had made an end of her verses, she considered her affair and said in herself, 'By Allah, all these things have betided
by the ordinance of God the Most High and His providence and this was written and charactered upon the forehead.' Then she landed and fared on
till she came to a spacious place, where she enquired of the folk and hired a house. Thither she straightway transported all that was in the ship of
goods and sending for brokers, sold all that was with her. Then she took part of the price and fell to enquiring of the folk, so haply she might scent
out tidings [of her lost husband]. Moreover, she addressed herself to lavishing alms and tending the sick, clothing the naked and pouring water
upon the dry ground of the forlorn. On this wise she abode a whole year, and every little while she sold of her goods and gave alms to the sick and
the needy; wherefore her report was bruited abroad in the city and the folk were lavish in her praise.."O king," answered the youth, "if there have
betided thee talk because of me, by Allah, by Allah the Great, those who have brought on thee this talk from the folk are these wicked viziers, who
devise with the folk and tell them foul things and evil concerning the king's house; but I trust in God that He will cause their malice to revert upon
their heads. As for the king's menace of me with slaughter, I am in the grasp of his hand; so let not the king occupy his mind with my slaughter, for
that I am like unto the sparrow in the hand of the fowler; if he will, he slaughtereth him, and if he will, he looseth him. As for the delaying of my
slaughter, it [proceedeth] not [from] the king, but from Him in whose hand is my life; for, by Allah, O king, if God willed my slaughter, thou
couldst not avail to postpone it, no, not for a single hour. Indeed, man availeth not to fend off evil from himself, even as it was with the son of King
Suleiman Shah, whose anxiety and carefulness for the accomplishment of his desire of the new-born child [availed him nothing], for his last hour
was deferred how many a time! and God saved him until he had accomplished his [foreordained] period and had fulfilled [the destined term of] his
life.".? ? ? ? ? Drink ever, O lovers, I rede you, of wine And praise his desert who for yearning doth pine,.? ? ? ? ? Taper of hoofs and straight of
stature, in the dust They prance, as like a flood they pour across the plain;.? ? ? ? ? Full many a man incited me to infidelity, But I refused, for all
the talk wherewith they set on me..? ? ? ? ? t. The Sandalwood Merchant and the Sharpers dccccxcviii.By Allah, but that I trusted that I should meet
you again, ii. 266..When the morning morrowed, the king went forth and sitting down on the throne of the kingship, summoned the grandees of his
empire; whereupon the chamberlains and deputies and captains of the host went in to him and kissed the earth before him. He distinguished the
vizier with his especial favour and bestowed on him a dress of honour and entreated him with the utmost kindness, after which he set forth briefly
to his chief officers that which had betided him with Shehrzad and how he had turned from that his former usance and repented him of what he had
done aforetime and purposed to take the vizier's daughter Shehrzad to wife and let draw up the contract of marriage with her..? ? ? ? ? O friends, the
tears flow ever, in mockery of my pain; My heart is sick for sev'rance and love-longing in vain..64. Tht Vizier of Yemen and his young Brother
ccclxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? 'Tis He who pardoneth errors alike to slave and free; On Him is my reliance in good and evil cheer..As an instance of the
extreme looseness with which the book was edited, I may observe that the first four Vols. were published without tables of contents, which were
afterwards appended en bloc to the fifth Volume. The state of corruption and incoherence in which the printed Text was placed before the public by
the two learned Editors, who were responsible for its production, is such as might well drive a translator to despair: the uncorrected errors of the
press would alone fill a volume and the verse especially is so corrupt that one of the most laborious of English Arabic scholars pronounced its
translation a hopeless task. I have not, however, in any single instance, allowed myself to be discouraged by the difficulties presented by the
condition of the text, but have, to the best of my ability, rendered into English, without abridgment or retrenchment, the whole of the tales, prose
and verse, contained in the Breslau Edition, which are not found in those of Calcutta (1839-42) and Boulac. In this somewhat ungrateful task, I
have again had the cordial assistance of Captain Burton, who has (as in the case of my "Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night") been kind
enough to look over the proofs of my translation and to whom I beg once more to tender my warmest thanks..53. Abou Hassan es Ziyadi and the
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Man from Khorassan Night ccxlix.24. Maan ben Zaideh and the three Girls cclxxi.? ? ? ? ? Up, to our comrade's convent, that we may visit him
And drink of wine more subtle than dust; (115) our trusty fere.'Twere better and meeter thy presence to leave, ii. 85..44. El Mamoun and Zubeideh
dlxviii.Then came forward the fourteenth officer and said, 'Know that the story I have to tell is pleasanter and more extraordinary than this; and it is
as follows..Man and his Fair Wife, The Foul-favoured, ii. 61..Son, The History of King Azadbekht and his, i. 61..Calcutta (1814-18) Text.
183.After your loss, nor trace of me nor vestige would remain, iii. 41..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Physician Douban iv.They tell that El Hejjaj (70)
once commanded the Master of Police [of Bassora] to go round about [the city] by night, and whomsoever he found [abroad] after nightfall, that he
should strike off his head. So he went round one night of the nights and came upon three youths staggering from side to side, and on them signs of
[intoxication with] wine. So the officers laid hold of them and the captain of the watch said to them, "Who are ye that ye transgress the
commandment of the [lieutenant of the] Commander of the Faithful and come abroad at this hour?" Quoth one of the youths, "I am the son of him
to whom [all] necks (71) abase themselves, alike the nose-pierced (72) of them and the [bone-]breaker; (73) they come to him in their own despite,
abject and submissive, and he taketh of their wealth (74) and of their blood."
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