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Then said the sharper, 'O folk, this is my friend and I deposited with him a deposit, but he denieth it; so in whom shall the folk put trust after this?'

And they said, 'This (49) is a man of worth and we have found in him nought but trustiness and loyality and good breeding, and he is endowed with

understanding and generosity. Indeed, he avoucheth no falsehood, for that we have consorted with him and mixed with him and he with us and we

know the sincerity of his religion.' Then quoth one of them to the merchant, 'Harkye, such an one! Bethink thee and consult thy memory. It may not

be but that thou hast forgotten.' But he said, 'O folk, I know nothing of that which he saith, for indeed he deposited nought with me.' And the affair

was prolonged between them. Then said the sharper to the merchant, 'I am about to make a journey and have, praised be God the Most High,

wealth galore, and this money shall not escape me; but do thou swear to me.' And the folk said, 'Indeed, this man doth justice upon himself.' (50)

Whereupon the merchant fell into that which he misliked (51) and came near upon [suffering] loss and ill repute..When Zuheir heard his words, he

bade smite off his head; but his Vizier said to him, "Slay him not, till his friend be present." So he commanded the two slaves to fetch his friend;

whereupon they repaired to El Abbas and called to him, saying, "O youth, answer the summons of King Zuheir." "What would the king with me?"

asked he, and they answered, "We know not." Quoth he, "Who gave the king news of me?" "We went to draw water," answered they, "and found a

man by the water. So we questioned him of his case, but he would not acquaint us therewith; wherefore we carried him perforce to King Zuheir,

who questioned him of his case and he told him that he was going to Akil. Now Akil is the king's enemy and he purposeth to betake himself to his

camp and make prize of his offspring and cut off his traces." "And what," asked El Abbas, "hath Akil done with King Zuheir?" And they replied,

"He engaged for himself that he would bring the king every year a thousand dinars and a thousand she-camels, besides a thousand head of

thoroughbred horses and two hundred black slaves and fifty slave-girls; but it hath reached the king that Akil purposeth to give nought of this;

wherefore he is minded to go to him. So hasten thou with us, ere the king be wroth with thee and with us.".?OF CLEMENCY..? ? ? ? ? All through

the day its light and when the night grows dark, My grief forsakes me not, no, nor my heavy cheer..Then they told the damsel, who came forth and

looked upon him and knew him not. But he knew her; so he bowed his head and wept. She was moved to compassion for him and gave him

somewhat and returned to her place, whilst the youth returned with the stewardess to the chamberlain and told him that she was in the king's house,

whereat he was chagrined and said, 'By Allah, I will assuredly contrive a device for her and deliver her!' Whereupon the youth kissed his hands and

feet. Then he turned to the old woman and bade her change her apparel and her favour. Now this old woman was goodly of speech and nimble of

wit; so he gave her costly and delicious perfumes and said to her, 'Get thee to the king's slave girls and sell them these [perfumes] and make thy

way to the damsel and question her if she desire her master or not.' So the old woman went out and making her way to the palace, went in to the

damsel and drew near her and recited the following verses:.60. Haroun Er Reshid and Zubeideh in the Bath dcxlviii.The season of my presence is

never at an end, ii. 246..?THE KING'S SON WHO FELL IN LOVE WITH THE PICTURE..8. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar

clxiii.WOMEN'S CRAFT.."There was once, of old time, a king and he had a son [named Bihzad], there was not in his day a goodlier than he and

he loved to consort with the folk and to sit with the merchants and converse with them. One day, as he sat in an assembly, amongst a number of

folk, he heard them talking of his own goodliness and grace and saying, 'There is not in his time a goodlier than he.' But one of the company said,

'Indeed, the daughter of King Such-an-one is handsomer than he.' When Bihzad heard this saying, his reason fled and his heart fluttered and he

called the last speaker and said to him, 'Repeat to me that which thou saidst and tell me the truth concerning her whom thou avouchest to be

handsomer than I and whose daughter she is.' Quoth the man, 'She is the daughter of King Such-an-one;' whereupon Bihzad's heart clave to her and

his colour changed..[Then they all flew off in haste and] lighting down in the place where were their father Es Shisban and their grandfather the

Sheikh Aboultawaif, found the folk on the sorriest of plights. When their grandfather Iblis saw them, he rose to them and wept, and they all wept

for Tuhfeh. Then said Iblis to them, 'Yonder dog hath outraged mine honour and taken Tuhfeh, and I doubt not but that she is like to perish [of

concern] for herself and her lord Er Reshid and saying "All that they said and did (239) was false."' Quoth Kemeriyeh, 'O grandfather mine, there is

nothing left for it but [to use] stratagem and contrivance for her deliverance, for that she is dearer to me than everything; and know that yonder

accursed one, whenas he is ware of your coming upon him, will know that he hath no power to cope with you, he who is the least and meanest [of

the Jinn]; but we fear that, when he is assured of defeat, he will kill Tuhfeh; wherefore nothing will serve but that we contrive for her deliverance;

else will she perish.' 'And what hast thou in mind of device?' asked he; and she answered, 'Let us take him with fair means, and if he obey, [all will

be well]; else will we practise stratagem against him; and look thou not to other than myself for her deliverance.' Quoth Iblis, 'The affair is thine;

contrive what thou wilt, for that Tuhfeh is thy sister and thy solicitude for her is more effectual than [that of] any.'.It is said that En Numan (169)

had two boon-companions, one of whom was called Ibn Saad and the other Amrou ben el Melik, and he became one night drunken and bade bury

them alive; so they buried them. When he arose on the morrow, he enquired for them and was acquainted with their case, whereupon he built over

them a monument and appointed to himself a day of ill-luck and a day of good-luck. If any met him on his day of ill-omen, he slew him and with

his blood he washed the monument aforesaid, the which is a place well known in Cufa; and if any met him on his day of grace, he enriched

him..86. The Three Unfortunate Lovers dclxxii.As for the man, he committed his affair to God the Most High, relying upon Him for deliverance,

and said in himself, 'What is this affair?' Then he did away the leaves from himself and rising, saw great plenty of men's bones there, of those
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whom the lion had devoured. He looked again and saw a heap of gold lying alongside a girdle; (140) whereat he marvelled and gathering up the

gold in his skirts, went forth of the thicket and fled in affright at hazard, turning neither to the right nor to the left, in his fear of the lion; till he

came to a village and cast himself down, as he were dead. He lay there till the day appeared and he was rested from his fatigue, when he arose and

burying the gold, entered the village. Thus God gave him relief and he came by the gold.".? ? ? ? ? If in night's blackness thou hast plunged into the

desert's heart And hast denied thine eyes the taste of sleep and its delight,.Now, when the draper saw the turban-cloth, he resolved to put away his

wife and waited but till he should get together that which was obligatory on him of the dowry and what not else, (56) for fear of her people. When

the old woman arose in the morning, she took the young man and carried him to the draper's house. The wife opened the door to her and the

ill-omened old woman entered with him and said to the lady, "Go, fetch that which thou wouldst have fine-drawn and give it to my son." So saying,

she locked the door on her, whereupon the young man forced her and did his occasion of her and went forth. Then said the old woman to her,

"Know that this is my son and that he loved thee with an exceeding love and was like to lose his life for longing after thee. So I practised on thee

with this device and came to thee with this turban-cloth, which is not thy husband's, but my son's. Now have I accomplished my desire; so do thou

trust in me and I will put a trick on thy husband for the setting thee right with him, and thou wilt be obedient to me and to him and to my son." (57)

And the wife answered, saying, "It is well. Do so.".Then he sent for the old man, the Muezzin, and when the messenger came to him and told him

that the Commander of the Faithful sought him, he feared the denunciation of the damsel and accompanied him to the palace, walking and letting

wind (44) as he went, whilst all who passed him by laughed at him. When he came into the presence of the Commander of the Faithful, he fell

a-trembling and his tongue was embarrassed, [so that he could not speak]. The Khalif laughed at him and said to him, "O elder, thou hast done no

offence; so [why] fearest thou?" "O my lord," answered the old man (and indeed he was in the sorest of that which may be of fear,) "by the virtue

of thy pure forefathers, indeed I have done nought, and do thou enquire of my conduct." The Khalif laughed at him and ordering him a thousand

dinars, bestowed on him a sumptuous dress of honour and made him chief of the Muezzins in his mosque..? ? ? ? ? Were not the darkness (193)

still in gender masculine, As ofttimes is the case with she-things passing fine,.Now the lodging in question adjoined the king's house, and whilst the

merchant was rejoicing in this and saying, 'Verily, my luck hath returned and I shall live in this king's shadow the rest of my life,' he espied an

opening walled up with stones and clay. So he pulled out the stones and clearing away the earth from the opening, found that it was a window

giving upon the lodging of the king's women. When he saw this, he was affrighted and rising in haste, fetched clay and stopped it up again. But one

of the eunuchs saw him and misdoubting of him, repaired to the Sultan and told him of this. So he came and seeing the stones pulled out, was wroth

with the merchant and said to him, 'Is this my recompense from thee, that thou seekest to violate my harem?' And he bade pluck out his eyes. So

they did as he commanded and the merchant took his eyes in his hand and said, 'How long [wilt thou afflict me], O star of ill-omen? First my

wealth and now my life!' And he bewailed himself, saying, 'Endeavour profiteth me nought against evil fortune. The Compassionate aided me not

and endeavour was useless.'.Then she turned to the old man who had delivered her from the pit and prayed for him and gave him presents galore

and among them a myriad of money; (9) and they all departed from her, except her husband. When she was alone with him, she made him draw

near unto her and rejoiced in his coming and gave him the choice of abiding with her. Moreover, she assembled the people of the city and set out to

them his virtue and worth and counselled them to invest him with the charge of their governance and besought them to make him king over them.

They fell in with her of this and he became king and took up his abode amongst them, whilst she gave herself up to her religious exercises and

abode with her husband on such wise as she was with him aforetime. (10) Nor," added the vizier, "is this story, O king of the time, more

extraordinary or more delightful than that of the journeyman and the girl whose belly he slit and fled.".Thiefs Story, The, ii. 165..?STORY OF THE

OLD SHARPER..81. The Foolish Schoolmaster dclxvi.With this the king's wrath subsided and he said, "Restore him to the prison till the morrow,

so we may look into his affair.".? ? ? ? ? What is there in the tents? Their burdens are become A lover's, whose belov'd is in the litters' shrined..? ? ?

? ? By Allah, without fail, to-morrow thou shalt see Me with ox-leather dress and drub the nape of thee!.Draper's Wife, The Old Woman and the, ii.

55..Old Woman, the Merchant and the King, The, i. 265..9. Kemerezzeman and Budour ccxviii.The Khalif assigned them pensions and allowances

and as for Noureddin, his father brought him those riches and his wealth waxed and his case was goodly, till he became the richest of the folk of his

time in Baghdad and left not the presence of the Commander of the Faithful night or day. Moreover, he was vouchsafed children by Sitt el Milah,

and he ceased not to live the most delightsome of lives, he and she and his father and mother, a while of time, till Aboulhusn sickened of a sore

sickness and was admitted to the mercy of God the Most High. After awhile, his mother died also and he carried them forth and shrouded them and

buried and made them expiations and nativities. (45) Then his children grew up and became like unto moons, and he reared them in splendour and

fondness, what while his wealth waxed and his case flourished. He ceased not to pay frequent visits to the Commander of the Faithful, he and his

children and his slave-girl Sitt el Milah, and they abode, he and they, in all solace of life and prosperity till there came to them the Destroyer of

Delights and the Sunderer of Companies; and extolled be the perfection of the Abiding One, the Eternal! This is all that hath come down to us of

their story..? ? ? ? ? c. The Sparrow and the Eagle clii.When the Khalif heard this, he said, "By Allah, O Jerir, Omar possesseth but a hundred

dirhems." (66) [And he cried out to his servant, saying,] "Ho, boy! give them to him." Moreover, he gave him the ornaments of his sword; and Jerir

went forth to the [other] poets, who said to him, "What is behind thee?" (67) And he answered, "A man who giveth to the poor and denieth the

poets, and I am well-pleased with him." (68).Thereat Queen Zelzeleh was moved to exceeding delight and bidding her treasuress bring a basket,
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wherein were fifty pairs of bracelets and the like number of earrings, all of gold, set with jewels of price, the like whereof nor men nor Jinn

possessed, and an hundred robes of coloured brocade and an hundred thousand dinars, gave the whole to Tuhfeh. Then she passed the cup to her

sister Sherareh, who had in her hand a stalk of narcissus; so she took it from her and turning to Tuhfeh, said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on this.'

'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and improvised and sang the following verses:.?STORY OF THE THIEF AND THE WOMAN..? ? ? ? ?

Tell me, was ever yet a mortal spared of thee?.Sixteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 193..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. Story of King Sindbad and his Falcon

v.When her husband heard this, he said to her, 'What is thy name and what are the names of thy father and mother?' She told him their names and

her own, whereby he knew that it was she whose belly he had slit and said to her, 'And where are thy father and mother?' 'They are both dead,'

answered she, and he said, 'I am that journeyman who slit thy belly.' Quoth she, 'Why didst thou that?' And he replied, 'Because of a saying I heard

from the wise woman.' 'What was it?' asked his wife, and he said, 'She avouched that thou wouldst play the harlot with a hundied men and that I

should after take thee to wife.' Quoth she, 'Ay, I have whored it with a hundred men, no more and no less, and behold, thou hast married me.'

'Moreover,' continued her husband, 'the wise woman foresaid, also, that thou shouldst die, at the last of thy life, of the bite of a spider. Indeed, her

saying hath been verified of the harlotry and the marriage, and I fear lest her word come true no less in the matter of thy death.'.Then the Khalif

summoned her to his presence a fourth time and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, sing." So she improvised and sang the following verses:.When the

king heard this from the vizier, he bade him go away [and he withdrew to his house]..? ? ? ? ? Quoth Sherik, "On me be his warranty, may God

assain the king!" So the Tai departed, after a term had been assigned him for his coming..There was once an Arab of [high] rank and [goodly]

presence, a man of exalted generosity and magnanimity, and he had brethren, with whom he consorted and caroused, and they were wont to

assemble by turns in each other's houses. When it came to his turn, he made ready in his house all manner goodly and pleasant meats and dainty

drinks and exceeding lovely flowers and excellent fruits, and made provision of all kinds of instruments of music and store of rare apothegms and

marvellous stories and goodly instances and histories and witty anedotes and verses and what not else, for there was none among those with whom

he was used to company but enjoyed this on every goodly wise, and in the entertainment he had provided was all whereof each had need. Then he

sallied forth and went round about the city, in quest of his friends, so he might assemble them; but found none of them in his house..? ? ? ? ? Sore,

sore doth rigour me beset, its onslaughts bring me near Unto the straitness of the grave, ere in the shroud I'm dight.
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