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All those who were present laughed at her mockery of Iblis and marvelled at the goodliness of her observation (209) and her readiness in

improvising verses; whilst the Sheikh himself rejoiced and said to her, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, the night is gone; so arise and rest thyself ere the day;

and to-morrow all shall be well.' Then all the kings of the Jinn departed, together with those who were present of guards, and Tuhfeh abode alone,

pondering the affair of Er Reshid and bethinking her of how it was with him, after her, and of that which had betided him for her loss, till the dawn

gleamed, when she arose and walked in the palace. Presently she saw a handsome door; so she opened it and found herself in a garden goodlier

than the first, never saw eyes a fairer than it. When she beheld this garden, delight moved her and she called to mind her lord Er Reshid and wept

sore, saying, 'I crave of the bounty of God the Most High that my return to him and to my palace and my home may be near at hand!'.When it was

the third day, the third vizier came in to the king and said to him, "O king, delay not the affair of this youth, for that his deed hath caused us fall

into the mouths of the folk, and it behoveth that thou slay him presently, so the talk may be estopped from us and it be not said, 'The king saw on

his bed a man with his wife and spared him.'"* The king was chagrined by this speech and bade bring the youth. So they brought him in shackles,

and indeed the king's anger was roused against him by the speech of the vizier and he was troubled; so he said to him, "O base of origin, thou hast

dishonoured us and marred our repute, and needs must I do away thy life from the world." Quoth the youth, "O king, make use of patience in all

thine affairs, so wilt thou attain thy desire, for that God the Most High hath appointed the issue of patience [to be] in abounding good, and indeed

by patience Abou Sabir ascended from the pit and sat down upon the throne." "Who was Abou Sabir," asked the king, "and what is his story?" And

the youth answered, saying, "O king,.? ? ? ? ? By Allah, I knew not their worth nor yet how dear.So the prefect carried him up to the Sultan and he

said, "I have an advertisement for thee, O my lord." "What is thine advertisement?" asked the Sultan; and the thief said, "I repent and will deliver

into thy hand all who are evildoers; and whomsoever I bring not, I will stand in his stead." Quoth the Sultan, "Give him a dress of honour and

accept his profession of repentance." So he went down from the presence and returning to his comrades, related to them that which had passed and

they confessed his subtlety and gave him that which they had promised him. Then he took the rest of the stolen goods and went up with them to the

Sultan. When the latter saw him, he was magnified in his eyes and he commanded that nought should be taken from him. Then, when he went

down, [the Sultan's] attention was diverted from him, little by little, till the case was forgotten, and so he saved the booty [for himself].' The folk

marvelled at this and the fifteenth officer came forward and said, 'Know that among those who make a trade of knavery are those whom God the

Most High taketh on their own evidence against themselves.' 'How so?' asked they; and he said..Second Officer's Story, The, ii. 134..? ? ? ? ? My

heart belike shall his infect with softness, even as me His body with disease infects, of its seductive air..When she heard their words, in the

presence of the folk, she said, 'Praise be to God, the King who availeth unto all things, and blessing upon His prophets and apostles!' Then quoth

she [to the assembly], ' Bear witness, O ye who are present, to these men's speech, and know that I am that woman whom they confess that they

wronged.' And she turned to her husband's brother and said to him, 'I am thy brother's wife and God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He

I) delivered me from that whereinto thou castedst me of false accusation and suspect and from the frowardness whereof thou hast spoken, and

[now] hath He shown forth my innocence, of His bounty and generosity. Go, for thou art absolved of the wrong thou didst me.' Then she prayed for

him and he was made whole of his sickness..Reshid (Er), Tuhfet el Culoub and, ii. 203..Awaken, O ye sleepers all, and profit, whilst it's here, ii.

234..So Kemeriyeh cried out to an Afrit of the Afrits and a calamity of the calamities, (240) by name El Ased et Teyyar, (241) and said to him, 'Go

with my message to the Crescent Mountain, the abiding-place of Meimoun the Sworder, and enter in to him and salute him in my name and say to

him, "How canst thou be assured for thyself, O Meimoun? (242) Couldst thou find none on whom to vent thy drunken humour and whom to

maltreat save Tuhfeh, more by token that she is a queen? But thou art excused, for that thou didst this not but of thine intoxication, and the Shekh

Aboultawaif pardoneth thee, for that thou wast drunken. Indeed, thou hast outraged his honour; but now restore her to her palace, for that she hath

done well and favoured us and done us service, and thou knowest that she is presently our queen. Belike she may bespeak Queen Es Shuhba,

whereupon the matter will be aggravated and that wherein there is no good will betide. Indeed, thou wilt get no tittle of profit [from this thine

enterprise]; verily, I give thee good counsel, and so peace be on thee!"'.When he had made an end of his verses, he folded the letter and gave it to

the nurse, who took it and carried it to Mariyeh. When she came into the princess's presence, she saluted her; but Mariyeh returned not her

salutation and she said, "O my lady, how hard is thy heart that thou grudgest to return the salutation! Take this letter, for that it is the last of that

which shall come to thee from him." Quoth Mariyeh, "Take my warning and never again enter my palace, or it will be the cause of thy destruction;

for I am certified that thou purposest my dishonour. So get thee gone from me." And she commanded to beat the nurse; whereupon the latter went

forth fleeing from her presence, changed of colour and absent of wits, and gave not over going till she came to the house of El Abbas..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?

? ? ea. Story of the Barber's First Brother ci.Then he turned to the woman and said to her, 'And thou, what sayst thou?' So she expounded to him her

case and recounted to him all that had betided her and her husband, first and last, up to the time when they took up their abode with the old man

and woman who dwelt on the sea-shore. Then she set out that which the Magian had practised on her of knavery and how he had carried her off in

the ship and all that had betided her of humiliation and torment, what while the cadis and judges and deputies hearkened to her speech. When the

king heard the last of his wife's story, he said, 'Verily, there hath betided thee a grievous matter; but hast thou knowledge of what thy husband did
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and what came of his affair?' 'Nay, by Allah,' answered she; 'I have no knowledge of him, save that I leave him no hour unremembered in fervent

prayer, and never, whilst I live, will he cease to be to me the father of my children and my father's brother's son and my flesh and my blood.' Then

she wept and the king bowed his head, whilst his eyes brimmed over with tears at her story..? ? ? ? ? Quoth Sherik, "On me be his warranty, may

God assain the king!" So the Tai departed, after a term had been assigned him for his coming..? ? ? ? ? h. Ilan Shah and Abou Temam

cccclxvi.Therewithal the young man was moved to delight and exclaimed, "By Allah, thou sayest well, O Sitt el Milan! Let me hear more." Then

he handselled her with fifty dinars and they drank and the cups went round among them; and her seller said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, this is the

season of leave-taking; so let us hear somewhat on the subject." Accordingly she struck the lute and avouching that which was in her heart, sang the

following verses:.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Before I rent my clothes, reproach me not, I pray..? ? ? ? ? a. The Christian Broker's Story cix.? ? ? ? ? And if a

creature in his tears could swim, as in a sea, I to do this of all that breathe were surely first and sole..31. The City of Lebtait dxxxii.? ? ? ? ? The

true believer is pinched for his daily bread, Whilst infidel rogues enjoy all benefit..And for another story of the same kind,' continued the officer,.So

El Merouzi went away and the other turned to his wife and said to her, 'We have gotten us great plenty of money, and yonder dog would fain take

the half of it; but this shall never be, for that my mind hath been changed against him, since I heard him solicit thee; wherefore I purpose to play

him a trick and enjoy all the money; and do not thou cross me.' ' It is well,' answered she, and he said to her, '[To-morrow] at day-peep I will feign

myself dead and do thou cry out and tear thy hair, whereupon the folk will flock to me. Then lay me out and bury me, and when the folk are gone

away [from the burial-place], do thou dig down to me and take me; and have no fear for me, for I can abide two days in the tomb [without hurt].'

And she answered, 'Do what thou wilt.'.The company marvelled at this story and the ninth officer came forward and said, 'I will tell you a right

goodly story I heard at a wedding..? ? ? ? ? Fain, fain would I forget thy love. Alack, my heart denies To be consoled, and 'gainst thy wrath nought

standeth me in stead..All this while, Selim lay in shackles and strait prison, and melancholy possessed him by reason of that whereinto he had

fallen of that tribulation. Then, when troubles waxed on him and affliction was prolonged, he fell sick of a sore sickness. When the cook saw his

plight (and indeed he was like to perish for much suffering), he loosed him from the shackles and bringing him forth of the prison, committed him

to an old woman, who had a nose the bigness of a jug, and bade her tend him and medicine him and serve him and entreat him kindly, so haply he

might be made whole of that his sickness. So the old woman took him and carrying him to her lodging, fell to tending him and giving him to eat

and drink; and when he was quit of that torment, he recovered from his malady..The learned man bethought him awhile of this, then made for

Khelbes's house, which adjoined his own, still holding the latter; and when they entered, they found the young man lying on the bed with Khelbes's

wife; whereupon quoth he to him, 'O accursed one, the calamity is with thee and in thine own house!' So Khelbes put away his wife and went forth,

fleeing, and returned not to his own land. This, then," continued the vizier, "is the consequence of lewdness, for whoso purposeth in himself craft

and perfidy, they get possession of him, and had Khelbes conceived of himself that (266) which he conceived of the folk of dishonour and

calamity, there had betided him nothing of this. Nor is this story, rare and extraordinary though it be, more extraordinary or rarer than that of the

pious woman whose husband's brother accused her of lewdness.".?STORY OF THE OLD WOMAN, THE MERCHANT AND THE KING..? ? ? ?

? Whenas the burdens all were bounden on and shrill The camel-leader's call rang out across the air,.Therewithal Noureddin's life was troubled; so

he arose and donned his clothes, and his host said, "Whither away this night, O my lord?" Quoth Noureddin, "I mean to go to my lodging, and

to-morrow I will betake myself to the palace of the Commander of the Faithful and demand my slave-girl." "Sleep till the morning," said the other,

"and go not forth at the like of this hour." But he answered, "Needs must I go;" and the host said to him, "[Go] in the safeguard of God." So

Noureddin went forth, and drunkenness had got the mastery of him, wherefore he threw himself down on [a bench before one of] the shops. Now

the watch were at that hour making their round and they smelt the sweet scent [of essences] and wine that exhaled from him; so they made for it

and found the youth lying on the bench, without sense or motion. They poured water upon him, and he awoke, whereupon they carried him to the

house of the Chief of the Police and he questioned him of his affair. "O my lord," answered Noureddin, "I am a stranger in this town and have been

with one of my friends. So I came forth from his house and drunkenness overcame me.".As for the king, he arose in haste and disguising himself,

repaired to the house of Firouz and knocked at the door. Quoth Firouz's wife, "Who is at the door?" And he answered, saying, "I am the king, thy

husband's master." So she opened the door and he entered and sat down, saying, "We are come to visit thee." Quoth she, "I seek refuge [with God]

from this visitation, for indeed I deem not well thereof." And the king said, "O desire of hearts, I am thy husband's master and methinks thou

knowest me not." "Nay," answered she, "I know thee, O my lord and master, and I know thy purpose and that which thou seekest and that thou art

my husband's lord. I understand what thou wishest, and indeed the poet hath forestalled thee in his saying of the following verses, in reference to

thy case:.When the news reached El Aziz, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy in the coming of his son and straightway took horse, he and all his

army, what while the trumpets sounded and the musicians played, that the earth quaked and Baghdad also trembled, and it was a notable day. When

Mariyeh beheld all this, she repented with the uttermost of repentance of that which she had wroughten against El Abbas his due and the fires still

raged in her vitals. Meanwhile, the troops (104) sallied forth of Baghdad and went out to meet those of El Abbas, who had halted in a meadow

called the Green Island. When he espied the approaching host, he knew not what they were; so he strained his sight and seeing horsemen coming

and troops and footmen, said to those about him, "Among yonder troops are ensigns and banners of various kinds; but, as for the great green

standard that ye see, it is the standard of my father, the which is reserved [unto him and never displayed save] over his head, and [by this] I know
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that he himself is come out in quest of me." And he was certified of this, he and his troops..Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who gave his Fair

Daughter in Marriage to the, i. 247..The Thirteenth Night of the Month..?STORY OF THE SINGER AND THE DRUGGIST..King Ibrahim and his

Son, Story of, i. 138..Sons, The Merchant and his, i. 81..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ba. The Envier and the Envied xlvi.21. Kemerezzeman and Budour

clxx.Meanwhile, El Abbas abode with his cousin Akil twenty days, after which he made ready for the journey to Baghdad and letting bring the

booty he had gotten of King Zuheir, divided it between himself and his cousin. Then he set out for Baghdad, and when he came within two days'

journey of the city, he called his servant Aamir and bade him mount his charger and forego him with the baggage-train and the cattle. So Aamir

[took horse and] fared on till he came to Baghdad, and the season of his entering was the first of the day; nor was there little child or hoary old man

in the city but came forth to divert himself with gazing on those flocks and herds and upon the goodliness of those slave-girls, and their wits were

amazed at what they saw. Presently the news reached the king that the young man El Abbas, who had gone forth from him, was come back with

herds and rarities and slaves and a mighty host and had taken up his sojourn without the city, whilst his servant Aamir was presently come to

Baghdad, so he might make ready dwelling- places for his lord, wherein he should take up his abode..? ? ? ? ? For whom is thy departure even as a

father's loss! To fly or creep, like nestlings, alone, they strive in vain..Then she went up into the house and put off her [walking] clothes and I found

her as she were the full moon. I brought her what I had by me of meat and drink and said to her, 'O my lady, excuse me: this is that which is ready.'

Quoth she, 'This is abundant kindness and indeed it is what I sought' And she ate and gave the slave-girl that which was left; after which I brought

her a casting-bottle of rose-water, mingled with musk, and she washed her hands and abode with me till the season of afternoon-prayer, when she

brought out of the parcel that she had with her a shirt and trousers and an upper garment (176) and a kerchief wroughten with gold and gave them

to me; saying, 'Know that I am one of the favourites of the Khalif, and we are forty favourites, each one of whom hath a lover who cometh to her as

often as she would have him; and none is without a lover save myself, wherefore I came forth to-day to find me a gallant and behold, I have found

thee. Thou must know that the Khalif lieth each night with one of us, whilst the other nine-and-thirty favourites take their ease with the

nine-and-thirty men, and I would have thee be with me on such a day, when do thou come up to the palace of the Khalif and wait for me in such a

place, till a little eunuch come out to thee and say to thee a [certain] word, to wit, "Art thou Sendel?" And do thou answer, "Yes," and go with

him.'.Idiot and the Sharper, The, i. 298..ABDALLAH BEN NAFI AND THE KING'S SON OF CASHGHAR. (157).O'er all the fragrant flowers

that be I have the pref'rence aye, ii. 235..The Seventh Night of the Month..Then she returned home, troubled and careful; and when her husband

saw her on this wise, he questioned her of her case and she said to him, 'Verily, my breast is straitened by reason of thee and of the simpleness of

thine intent. Straitness liketh me not and thou in thy [present] craft gaiuest nought; so either do thou seek out a craft other than this or pay me my

due (17) and let me go my way.' Her husband chid her for this and admonished her; (18) but she would not be turned from her intent and said to

him, 'Go forth and watch yonder physician how he doth and leam from him what he saith.' Quoth he, 'Let not thy heart be troubled: I will go every

day to the physician's assembly.'.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Old Man's Story ii.? ? ? ? ? The priests from all the convent came flocking onto it: With

cries of joy and welcome their voices they did rear..? ? ? ? ? Know, then, the woes that have befall'n a lover, neither grudge Her secret to conceal,

but keep her counsel still, I pray..? ? ? ? ? An if I live, in love of her I'll live, and if I die Of love and longing for her sight, O rare! O excellent!.? ? ?

? ? The sable torrent of her locks falls down unto her hips; Beware the serpents of her curls, I counsel thee, beware!.As for the princess Mariyeh,

when she returned to her palace, she bethought herself concerning the affair of El Abbas, repenting her of that which she had done, and the love of

him took root in her heart. So, when the night darkened upon her, she dismissed all her women and bringing out the letters, to wit, those which El

Abbas had written, fell to reading them and weeping. She gave not over weeping her night long, and when she arose in the morning, she called a

damsel of her slave-girls, Shefikeh by name, and said to her, "O damsel, I purpose to discover to thee mine affair, and I charge thee keep my secret;

to wit, I would have thee betake thyself to the house of the nurse, who used to serve me, and fetch her to me, for that I have grave occasion for

her.".When the princess heard this her slave-girl's report, she wept and lamented and was like to depart the world. Then she clave to her pillow and

said, "O Shefikeh, I will instruct thee of somewhat that is not hidden from God the Most High, and it is that thou watch over me till God the Most

High decree the accomplishment of His commandment, and when my days are ended, take thou the necklace and the mantle that El Abbas gave me

and return them to him. Indeed, I deem not he will live after me, and if God the Most High decree against him and his days come to an end, do thou

give one charge to shroud us and bury us both in one grave.".Were not the darkness still in gender masculine, iii. 193..Meanwhile, Isfehend the

Vizier wrote a letter and despatched it to all the Amirs, acquainting them with that which had betided him with King Azadbekht and how he had

taken his daughter by force and adding, "And indeed he will do with you more than he hath done with me." When the letter reached the chiefs [of

the people and troops], they all assembled together to Isfehend and said to him, "What is to do with him?" (96) So he discovered to them the affair

of his daughter and they all agreed, of one accord, that they should endeavour for the slaughter of the king and taking horse with their troops, set

out, intending for him. Azadbekht knew not [of their design] till the noise [of the invasion] beset his capital city, when he said to his wife Behrjaur,

"How shall we do?" And she answered, saying, "Thou knowest best and I am at thy commandment." So he let bring two swift horses and bestrode

one himself, whilst his wife mounted the other. Then they took what they might of gold and went forth, fleeing, in the night, to the desert of

Kerman; what while Isfehend entered the city and made himself king..? ? ? ? ? n. The Fourteenth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.Issues of Good and

Evil Actions, Of the, i. 103..104. Mesrour and Zein el Mewasif dcccxxi.49. The Chief of the Cous Police and the Sharper cccxlv.? ? ? ? ? Lo! in the
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garden-ways, the place of ease and cheer, Still, like the moon at full, my light thou mayst espy..The master of police held his hand from him,

saying, "Belike he is of the kinsmen of the Commander of the Faithful," and said to the second, "Who art thou?" Quoth he, "I am the son of him

whose rank (75) time abaseth not, and if it descend (76) one day, it will assuredly return [to its former height]; thou seest the folk [crowd] in troops

to the light of his fire, some standing around it and some sitting." So the master of the police refrained from slaying him and said to the third, "Who

art thou?" Quoth he, "I am the son of him who plungeth through the ranks (77) with his might and correcteth (78) them with the sword, (79) so that

they stand straight; (80) his feet are not loosed from the stirrup, (81) whenas the horsemen on the day of battle are weary." So the master of police

held his hand from him also, saying, "Belike, he is the son of a champion of the Arabs.".Then she changed the measure and the mode [and played]

so that she amazed the wits of those who were present, and Queen Es Shuhba was moved to mirth and said, 'Well done, O queen of delight!' Then

she returned to the first mode and improvised the following verses on the water-lily:.? ? ? ? ? "What is the taste of love?" quoth one, and I replied,

"Sweet water 'tis at first; but torment lurks behind.".Now the old woman had heard from the folk of the lady who gave alms to the sick, and indeed

[the news of] her bounties reached both poor and rich; so she arose and bringing out Selim to the door of her house, laid him on a mat and wrapped

him in a mantle and sat over against him. Presently, it befell that the charitable lady passed by them, which when the old woman saw, she rose to

her and offered up prayers for her, saying, 'O my daughter, O thou to whom pertain goodness and beneficence and charity and almsdoing, know

that this young man is a stranger, and indeed want and vermin and hunger and nakedness and cold slay him.' When the lady heard this, she gave her

alms of that which was with her; and indeed her heart inclined unto Selim, [but she knew him not for her husband]..Twelfth Officer's Story, The, ii.

I79..? ? ? ? ? q. The Shepherd and the Thief dcxxxii.?OF TRUST IN GOD..Temam (Abou), Story of Ilan Shah and, i. 126..? ? ? ? ? m. The

Thirteenth Officer's Story dccccxxxix."Be it as thou deemest," answered Er Reshid and caused return the damsel to her chamber, saying to her,

"The Lady Zubeideh saith thus and thus." Quoth she, "God requite her for me with good! Indeed, thou dealest equitably, O Commander of the

Faithful, in this judgment." And he answered, "Go now to thy place, and to-morrow we will let bring thy lord." So she kissed the earth and recited

the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Is there a man of you will come, that I may heal his paint With blows right profitful for him who's sick for lust of

fight?.So he repaired to the vizier and repeated to him the answer; and he marvelled at its justness and said to him, 'Go; by Allah, I will ask thee no

more questions, for thou with thy skill marrest my foundation.' (233) Then he entreated him friendly and the merchant acquainted him with the

affair of the old woman; whereupon quoth the vizier, 'Needs must the man of understanding company with those of understanding.' Thus did this

weak woman restore to that man his life and good on the easiest wise. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the

credulous husband.".O friends, the East wind waxeth, the morning draweth near, iii. 123..155. Hassan of Bassora and the King's Daughter of the

Jinn dcclxxviii.After a few days, his brother returned and finding him healed of his sickness, said to him, 'Tell me, O my brother, what was the

cause of thy sickness and thy pallor, and what is the cause of the return of health to thee and of rosiness to thy face after this?' So he acquainted him

with the whole case and this was grievous to him; but they concealed their affair and agreed to leave the kingship and fare forth pilgrim-wise,

wandering at a venture, for they deemed that there had befallen none the like of this which had befallen them. [So they went forth and wandered on

at hazard] and as they journeyed, they saw by the way a woman imprisoned in seven chests, whereon were five locks, and sunken in the midst of

the salt sea, under the guardianship of an Afrit; yet for all this that woman issued forth of the sea and opened those locks and coming forth of those

chests, did what she would with the two brothers, after she had circumvented the Afrit..Presently up came the kings of the Jinn from every side and

kissed the earth before the queen and stood in her service; and she thanked them for this, but stirred not for one of them. Then came the Sheikh

Aboultawaif Iblis (God curse him!) and kissed the earth before her, saying, 'O my lady, may I not be bereft of these steps!' (229) O Sheikh

Aboultawalf,' answered she, 'it behoveth thee to thank the bounty of the Lady Tuhfeh, who was the cause of my coming.' 'True,' answered he and

kissed the earth. Then the queen fared on [towards the palace] and there [arose and] alighted upon the trees an hundred thousand birds of various

colours. Quoth Tuhfeh, 'How many are these birds!' And Queen Wekhimeh said to her, 'Know, O my sister, that this queen is called Queen Es

Shuhba and that she is queen over all the Jinn from East to West. These birds that thou seest are of her troops, and except they came in this shape,

the earth would not contain them. Indeed, they came forth with her and are present with her presence at this circumcision. She will give thee after

the measure of that which hath betided thee (230) from the first of the festival to the last thereof; and indeed she honoureth us all with her

presence.'.Oft as my yearning waxeth, my heart consoleth me, ii. 228..When she came to Alaeddin's shop, she sat down thereat and said to him,

"May the day be blessed to thee, O my lord Alaeddin! God prosper thee and be good to thee and accomplish thy gladness and make it a wedding of

weal and content!" He knitted his brows and frowned in answer to her; then said he to her, "Tell me, how have I failed of thy due, or what have I

done to injure thee, that thou shouldst play me this trick?" Quoth she, "Thou hast no wise offended against me; but this inscription that is written on

the door of thy shop irketh me and vexeth my heart. If thou wilt change it and write up the contrary thereof, I will deliver thee from thy

predicament." And he answered, "This that thou seekest is easy. On my head and eyes be it." So saying, he brought out a ducat (264) and calling

one of his mamelukes, said to him, "Get thee to such an one the scribe and bid him write us an inscription, adorned with gold and ultramarine, in

these words, to wit, 'THERE IS NO CRAFT BUT WOMEN'S CRAFT, FOR THAT INDEED THEIR CRAFT IS A MIGHTY CRAFT AND

OVERCOMETH AND HUMBLETH THE FABLES (265) OF MEN.'" And she said to the servant, "Go forthright.".? ? ? ? ? She let him taste her

honey and wine (183) before his death: This was his last of victual until the Judgment Day..Now the king was seated at the lattice, hearkening to
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their talk, and Abou Sabir's words angered him; so he bade bring him before him and they brought him forthright. Now there was in the king's

palace an underground dungeon and therein a vast deep pit, into which the king caused cast Abou Sabir, saying to him, 'O lackwit, now shall we

see how thou wilt come forth of the pit to the throne of the kingdom.' Then he used to come and stand at the mouth of the pit and say, 'O lackwit, O

Abou Sabir, I see thee not come forth of the pit and sit down on the king's throne!' And he assigned him each day two cakes of bread, whilst Abou

Sabir held his peace and spoke not, but bore with patience that which betided him..? ? ? ? ? With ruin I o'erwhelm him and abjectness and woe And

cause him quaff the goblet of death and distance drear..When El Abbas heard these words from the damsel, his heart irked him for Mariyeh and her

case was grievous to him; so he said to Shefikeh, "Canst thou avail to bring me in company with her, so haply I may discover her affair and allay

that which aileth her?" "Yes," answered the damsel, "I can do that, and thine will be the bounty and the favour." So he arose and followed her, and

she forewent him, till they came to the palace. Then she [opened and] locked behind them four-and-twenty doors and made them fast with bolts;

and when he came to Mariyeh, he found her as she were the setting sun, cast down upon a rug of Taifi leather, (111) among cushions stuffed with

ostrich down, and not a limb of her quivered. When her maid saw her in this plight, she offered to cry out; but El Abbas said to her, "Do it not, but

have patience till we discover her affair; and if God the Most High have decreed the ending of her days, wait till thou have opened the doors to me

and I have gone forth. Then do what seemeth good to thee.".They gave not over drinking and carousing till the middle of the night, when the Khalif

said to his host, "O my brother, hast thou in thy heart a wish thou wouldst have accomplished or a regret thou wouldst fain do away?" "By Allah,"

answered he, "there is no regret in my heart save that I am not gifted with dominion and the power of commandment and prohibition, so I might do

what is in my mind!" Quoth the Khalif, "For God's sake, O my brother, tell me what is in thy mind!" And Aboulhusn said, "I would to God I might

avenge myself on my neighbours, for that in my neighbourhood is a mosque and therein four sheikhs, who take it ill, whenas there cometh a guest

to me, and vex me with talk and molest me in words and threaten me that they will complain of me to the Commander of the Faithful, and indeed

they oppress me sore, and I crave of God the Most High one day's dominion, that I may beat each of them with four hundred lashes, as well as the

Imam of the mosque, and parade them about the city of Baghdad and let call before them, 'This is the reward and the least of the reward of whoso

exceedeth [in talk] and spiteth the folk and troubleth on them their joys.' This is what I wish and no more.".? ? ? ? ? r. Prince Behram of Persia and

the Princess Ed Detma dccccxciv.? ? ? ? ? In my soul the fire of yearning and affliction rageth aye; Lo, I burn with love and longing; nought in

answer can I say..? ? ? ? ? An if my substance fail, no one there is will succour me,.? ? ? ? ? Though they their journey's goal, alas I have hidden, in

their track Still will I follow on until the very planets wane..So Selim came forward and kissing the earth before the [supposed] king, praised him

and related to him his story from beginning to end, till the time of their coming to that city, he and his sister, telling him how he had entered the

place and fallen into the hands of the cook and that which had betided him [with him] and what he had suffered from him of beating and bonds and

shackles and pinioning. Moreover, he told him how the cook had made him his brother's slave and how the latter had sold him in Hind and he had

married the princess and become king and how life was not pleasant to him till he should foregather with his sister and how the cook had fallen in

with him a second time and acquainted her with that which had betided him of sickness and disease for the space of a full-told year..When Ibrahim

heard this, he let fetch the thieves and said to them, 'Tell me truly, which of you shot the arrow that wounded me.' Quoth they, 'It was this youth

that is with us.' Whereupon the king fell to looking upon him and said to him, 'O youth, acquaint me with thy case and tell me who was thy father

and thou shalt have assurance from God.' 'O my lord,' answered the youth, 'I know no father; as for me, my father lodged me in a pit [when I was

little], with a nurse to rear me, and one day, there fell in upon us a lion, which tore my shoulder, then left me and occupied himself with the nurse

and rent her in pieces; and God vouchsafed me one who brought me forth of the pit.' Then he related to him all that had befallen him, first and last;

which when Ibrahim heard, he cried out and said, 'By Allah, this is my very son!' And he said to him, 'Uncover thy shoulder.' So he uncovered it

and behold, it was scarred..The folk took compassion on him and gave him to eat and drink and he abode with them awhile. Then he questioned

them of the way that led to the kingdom of his uncle Belehwan, but told them not that he was his uncle. So they taught him the way and he ceased

not to go barefoot, till he drew near his uncle's capital, and he naked and hungry, and indeed his body was wasted and his colour changed. He sat

down at the gate of the city, and presently up came a company of King Belehwan's chief officers, who were out a-hunting and wished to water their

horses. So they lighted down to rest and the youth accosted them, saying, 'I will ask you of somewhat, wherewith do ye acquaint me.' Quoth they,

'Ask what thou wilt.' And he said, 'Is King Belehwan well?' They laughed at him and answered, 'What a fool art thou, O youth! Thou art a stranger

and a beggar, and what concern hast thou with the king's health?' Quoth he, 'Indeed, he is my uncle;' whereat they marvelled and said, 'It was one

question (135) and now it is become two.' Then said they to him, 'O youth, it is as thou wert mad. Whence pretendest thou to kinship with the king?

Indeed, we know not that he hath aught of kinsfolk, except a brother's son, who was prisoned with him, and he despatched him to wage war upon

the infidels, so that they slew him.' 'I am he,' answered Melik Shah, 'and they slew me not, but there betided me this and that.'.Now the treasuries

aforetime had been in the viziers' hand, so they might do with them what they would, and when they came under the youth's hand, that of the

viziers was straitened from them, and the youth became dearer to the king than a son and he could not brook to be separated from him. When the

viziers saw this, they were jealous of him and envied him and cast about for a device against him whereby they might oust him from the king's

favour, but found no opportunity. At last, when came the destined hour, (101) it chanced that the youth one day drank wine and became drunken

and wandered from his wits; so he fell to going round about within the palace of the king and fate led him to the lodging of the women, in which
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there was a little sleeping-chamber, where the king lay with his wife. Thither came the youth and entering the chamber, found there a couch spread,

to wit, a sleeping place, and a candle burning. So he cast himself on the couch, marvelling at the paintings that were in the chamber, and slept and

slumbered heavily till eventide, when there came a slave-girl, bringing with her all the dessert, eatables and drinkables, that she was wont to make

ready for the king and his wife, and seeing the youth lying on his back, (and none knowing of his case and he in his drunkenness unknowing where

he was,) thought that he was the king asleep on his bed; so she set the censing-vessel and laid the essences by the couch, then shut the door and

went away..King Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er Rehwan, i. 215..Tither, The Unjust King and the, i. 273..So they gat them raiment of wool and

clothing themselves therewith, went forth and wandered in the deserts and wastes; but, when some days had passed over them, they became weak

for hunger and repented them of that which they had done, whenas repentance profited them not, and the prince complained to his father of

weariness and hunger. 'Dear my son,' answered the king, 'I did with thee that which behoved me, (205) but thou wouldst not hearken to me, and

now there is no means of returning to thy former estate, for that another hath taken the kingdom and become its defender; but I will counsel thee of

somewhat, wherein do thou pleasure me.' Quoth the prince, 'What is it?' And his father said, 'Take me and go with me to the market and sell me and

take my price and do with it what thou wilt, and I shall become the property of one who will provide for my support,' 'Who will buy thee of me,'

asked the prince, 'seeing thou art a very old man? Nay, do thou rather sell me, for the demand for me will be greater.' But the king said, 'An thou

wert king, thou wouldst require me of service.'.Women's Craft, ii. 287..Galen heard that which he avouched of his understanding and it was

certified unto him and established in his mind that the man was a skilled physician of the physicians of the Persians and [he said in himself],

'Except he had confidence in his knowledge and were minded to confront me and contend with me, he had not sought the door of my house neither

spoken that which he hath spoken.' And concern gat hold upon Galen and doubt. Then he looked out upon (21) the weaver and addressed himself to

see what he should do, whilst the folk began to flock to him and set out to him their ailments, and he would answer them thereof [and prescribe for

them], hitting the mark one while and missing it another, so that there appeared unto Galen of his fashion nothing whereby his mind might be

assured that he had formed a just opinion of his skill..She abode with Ins ben Cais twelve years, during which time he was blessed with no children

by her; wherefore his breast was straitened, by reason of the failure of lineage, and he besought his Lord to vouchsafe him a child. Accordingly the

queen conceived, by permission of God the Most High; and when the days of her pregnancy were accomplished, she gave birth to a maid-child,

than whom never saw eyes a goodlier, for that her face was as it were a pure pearl or a shining lamp or a golden (50) candle or a full moon breaking

forth of a cloud, extolled be the perfection of Him who created her from vile water (51) and made her a delight to the beholders! When her father

saw her on this wise of loveliness, his reason fled for joy, and when she grew up, he taught her the art of writing and polite letters (52) and

philosophy and all manner of tongues. So she excelled the folk of her time and overpassed her peers; (53) and the sons of the kings heard of her and

all of them desired to look upon her..?OF LOOKING TO THE ISSUES OF AFFAIRS..Thy loss is the fairest of all my heart's woes, iii. 43..Tuhfeh

entered the bath, after she had put off her clothes, and behold, the basin thereof was overlaid with gold set with pearls and red rubies and green

emeralds and other jewels; so she extolled the perfection of God the Most High and hallowed Him for the magnificence of that which she saw of

the attributes of that bath. Then she made her ablutions in that basin and pronouncing the Magnification of Prohibition, (207) prayed the morning

prayer and what else had escaped her of prayers; (208) after which she went out and walked in that garden among jessamine and lavender and roses

and camomile and gillyflowers and thyme and violets and sweet basil, till she came to the door of the pavilion aforesaid and sat down therein,

pondering that which should betide Er Reshid after her, whenas he should come to her pavilion and find her not. She abode sunken in the sea of her

solicitude, till presently sleep took her and she slept.When King Shah Bekht heard his vizier's story, he gave him leave to withdraw to his own

house and he abode there the rest of the night and the next day till the evening..? ? ? ? ? c. The Sparrow and the Eagle clii.? ? ? ? ? l. The Foolish

Fisherman dccccxviii.Meanwhile, Belehwan the froward addressed himself to pay court to Caesar, King of the Greeks, (131) and seek help of him

in making war upon his father, and he inclined unto him and gave him a numerous army. His father the king heard of this and sent to Caesar,

saying, 'O king of illustrious might, succour not an evil-doer. This is my son and he hath done thus and thus and cut his brother's throat and that of

his brother's son in the cradle.' But he told not the King of the Greeks that the child [had recovered and] was alive. When Caesar heard [the truth] of

the matter, it was grievous to him and he sent back to Suleiman Shah, saying, 'If it be thy will, O king, I will cut off his head and send it to thee.'

But he made answer, saying, 'I reck not of him: the reward of his deed and his crimes shall surely overtake him, if not to-day, then to-morrow.' And

from that day he continued to correspond with Caesar and to exchange letters and presents with him..There was once a king of the kings, by name

Ibrahim, to whom the kings abased themselves and did obedience; but he had no son and was straitened of breast because of this, fearing lest the

kingship go forth of his hand. He ceased not vehemently to desire a son and to buy slave-girls and lie with them, till one of them conceived,

whereat he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and gave gifts and largesse galore. When the girl's months were accomplished and the season of her

delivery drew near, the king summoned the astrologers and they watched for the hour of her child-bearing and raised astrolabes [towards the sun]

and took strait note of the time. The damsel gave birth to a male child, whereat the king rejoiced with an exceeding joy, and the people heartened

each other with the glad news of this..She passed the night in his lodging and when she arose in the morning, she said to him, "O elder, may I not

lack thy kind offices for the morning-meal! Go to the money-changer and fetch me from him the like of yesterday's food." So he arose and betaking

himself to the money-changer, acquainted him with that which she had bidden him. The money-changer brought him all that she required and set it
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on the heads of porters; and the old man took them and returned with them to Sitt el Milah. So she sat down with him and they ate their sufficiency,

after which he removed the rest of the food. Then she took the fruits and the flowers and setting them over against herself, wrought them into rings

and knots and letters, whilst the old man looked on at a thing whose like he had never in his life seen and rejoiced

therein..INTRODUCTION.--Story of King Shehriyar and his Brother..113. Noureddin Ali and Sitt el Milah dcccclviii.?STORY OF THE KING OF

HIND AND HIS VIZIER..When Sindbad the Sailor had made an end of his story, all who were present marvelled at that which had befallen him.

Then he bade his treasurer give the porter an hundred mithcals of gold and dismissed him, charging him return on the morrow, with the rest of the

folk, to hear the history of his seventh voyage. So the porter went away to his house, rejoicing; and on the morrow he presented himself with the

rest of the guests, who sat down, as of their wont, and occupied themselves with eating and drinking and merry-making till the end of the day,

when their host bade them hearken to the story of his seventh voyage. Quoth Sindbad the Sailor,.King who knew the Quintessence of Things, The,

i. 230..? ? ? ? ? Who art thou, wretch, that thou shouldst hope to win me? With thy rhymes What wouldst of me? Thy reason, sure, with passion is

forspent..Sitt el Milah filled a cup and emptied it; after which she drank a second and a third. Then she filled the cup a fourth time and handed it to

the old man, but he would not accept it from her. However, she conjured him, by her own head and that of the Commander of the Faithful, that he

should take it from her, till he took the cup from her hand and kissed it and would have set it down; but she conjured him by her life to smell it. So

he smelt it and she said to him, "How deemest thou?" "Its smell is sweet," replied he; and she conjured him, by the life of the Commander of the

Faithful, to taste it. So he put it to his mouth and she rose to him and made him drink; whereupon, "O princess of the fair," said he, "this is none

other than good." Quoth she, "So deem I. Hath not our Lord promised us wine in Paradise?" And he answered, "Yes. Quoth the Most High, 'And

rivers of wine, a delight to the drinkers.' (36) And we will drink it in this world and the world to come." She laughed and emptying the cup, gave

him to drink, and he said, "O princess of the fair, indeed thou art excusable in thy love for this." Then he took from her another and another, till he

became drunken and his talk waxed great and his prate..When the morning morrowed, the king went forth and sitting down on the throne of the

kingship, summoned the grandees of his empire; whereupon the chamberlains and deputies and captains of the host went in to him and kissed the

earth before him. He distinguished the vizier with his especial favour and bestowed on him a dress of honour and entreated him with the utmost

kindness, after which he set forth briefly to his chief officers that which had betided him with Shehrzad and how he had turned from that his former

usance and repented him of what he had done aforetime and purposed to take the vizier's daughter Shehrzad to wife and let draw up the contract of

marriage with her..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother cliv.Meanwhile, news was brought that Khorassan had been conquered;

(23) whereupon Er Reshid rejoiced and bade decorate Baghdad and release all who were in the prisons, giving each of them a dinar and a dress. So

Jaafer addressed himself to the decoration of the city and bade his brother El Fezl ride to the prison and clothe and release the prisoners. El Fezl did

his brother's bidding and released all but the young Damascene, who abode still in the Prison of Blood, saying, "There is no power and no virtue

save in God the Most High, the Sublime! Verily, we are God's and to Him we return." Then said El Fezl to the gaoler, "Is there any prisoner left in

the prison?" "No," answered he, and El Fezl was about to depart, when Noureddin called out to him from within the prison, saying, "O my lord,

tarry, for there remaineth none in the prison other than I and indeed I am oppressed. This is a day of clemency and there is no disputing concerning

it." El Fezl bade release him; so they set him free and he gave him a dress and a dinar. So the young man went out, bewildered and knowing not

whither he should go, for that he had abidden in the prison nigh a year and indeed his condition was changed and his favour faded, and he abode

walking and turning round, lest El Muradi should come upon him and cast him into another calamity..? ? ? ? ? My patience underneath the loss of

friends and folk With pallor's sorry garb hath clad me, comrades dear..? ? ? ? ? His eyelids' sorcery from mine eyes hath banished sleep; since he

From me departed, nought see I except a drowsy fair. (137).42. Er Reshid and the Barmecides dlxvii.Tuhfet el Culoub and Er Reshid, ii. 203..When

Tuhfeh heard this, she gave a great cry, that the folk heard her and Kemeriyeh said, 'Relief is at hand.' Then she looked out to them and called to

them, saying, 'O daughters of mine uncle, I am a lonely maid, an exile from folk and country. So, for the love of God the Most High, repeat that

song!' So Kemeriyeh repeated it and Tuhfeh swooned away. When she came to herself, she said to Jemreh, 'By the virtue of the Apostle of God

(whom may He bless and preserve!) except thou suffer me go down to them and look on them and sit with them awhile, [I swear] I will cast myself

down from this palace, for that I am weary of my life and know that I am slain without recourse; wherefore I will slay myself, ere thou pass

sentence upon me.' And she was instant with her in asking..? ? ? ? ? c. The Fishes and the Crab dcxi.Most like a wand of emerald my shape it is,

trow I, ii. 245..? ? ? ? ? d. The Lover's Trick against the Chaste Wife dlxxx.Then she changed the measure and the mode and sang the following

verses:.Mariyeh opened the mantle, and when she saw that necklace, and indeed the place was illumined with the lustre thereof, she looked at her

slave-girl and said to her, "By Allah, O Shefikeh, one look at him were liefer to me than all that my hand possesseth! Would I knew what I shall do,

whenas Baghdad is empty of him and I hear no tidings of him!" Then she wept and calling for inkhorn* and paper and pen of brass, wrote the

following verses:.Presently, Jesus, son of Mary (on whom be peace!) passed by and seeing this, besought God the Most High for tidings of their

case; so He told him what had betided them, whereat great was his wonderment and he related to his disciples what he had seen. Quoth one of

them, 'O Spirit of God, (251) nought resembleth this but my own story.' 'How so?' asked Jesus, and the other said,.137. Otbeh and Reyya

dclxxx.158. Ali Noureddin and the Frank King's Daughter dccclxiii.? ? ? ? ? Endowed with amorous grace past any else am I; Graceful of shape

and lithe and pleasing to the eye..Whenas mine eyes behold thee not, that day, iii. 47..? ? ? ? ? p. The Sixteenth Officer's Story dccccxl.? ? ? ? ?
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Whose wits (like mine, alack!) thou stalest and whose hearts With shafts from out thine eyes bewitching thou didst smite..Sixth Officer's Story,

The, ii. 146..Death, The Man whose Caution was the Cause of his, i. 291..A Damsel made for love and decked with subtle grace, iii. 192..? ? ? ? ?

y. The foul-favoured Man and his Fair Wife dccccxviii
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