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? ? ? ? ? Yea, so but Selma in the dust my bedfellow may prove, Fair fall it thee! In heaven or hell I reck not if it be..? ? ? ? ? O blamer of me for

the love of him who denieth his grace, Which be the delightsome of things, but those which the people deny?.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Calender's Story

xi.The king marvelled at what he saw and questioned him of [how he came by] the knowledge of this. 'O king,' answered the old man, 'this [kind

of] jewel is engendered in the belly of a creature called the oyster and its origin is a drop of rain and it is firm to the touch [and groweth not warm,

when held in the hand]; so, when [I took the second pearl and felt that] it was warm to the touch, I knew that it harboured some living thing, for that

live things thrive not but in heat.' (209) So the king said to the cook, 'Increase his allowance.' And he appointed to him [fresh] allowances..? ? ? ? ?

Pardon of God for everything I crave, except thy love, For on the day of meeting Him, that will my good deed be..? ? ? ? ? Though little, with

beauty myself I've adorned; So the flowers are my subjects and I am their queen..Meanwhile, when Aboulhusn went out from the presence of the

Khalif and went to lay out Nuzhet el Fuad, the prince mourned for her and dismissing the divan, arose and betook himself, leaning upon Mesrour,

the swordsman of his vengeance, [to the pavilion of the harem, where he went in] to the Lady Zubeideh, that he might condole with her for her

slave-girl. He found the princess sitting weeping and awaiting his coming, so she might condole with him for [his boon-companion] Aboulhusn el

Khelia. So he said to her, "May thy head outlive thy slave-girl Nuzhet el Fuad!" And she answered, saying, "O my lord, God preserve my

slave-girl! Mayst thou live and long survive thy boon-companion Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead.".So Ishac returned to the slave-dealer and

said to him, 'Harkye, Gaffer Said!*' 'At thy service, O my lord,' answered the old man; and Ishac said, 'In the corridor is a cell and therein a damsel

pale of colour. What is her price in money and how much dost thou ask for her?, Quoth the slave-dealer, 'She whom thou mentionest is called

Tuhfet el Hemca.' (174) 'What is the meaning of El Hemca?' asked Ishac, and the old man replied, 'Her price hath been paid down an hundred times

and she still saith, "Show me him who desireth to buy me;" and when I show her to him, she saith, "This fellow is not to my liking; he hath in him

such and such a default." And in every one who would fain buy her she allegeth some default or other, so that none careth now to buy her and none

seeketh her, for fear lest she discover some default in him.' Quoth Ishac, 'She seeketh presently to sell herself; so go thou to her and enquire of her

and see her price and send her to the palace.' 'O my lord,' answered Said, 'her price is an hundred dinars, though, were she whole of this paleness

that is upon her face, she would be worth a thousand; but folly and pallor have diminished her value; and behold, I will go to her and consult her of

this.' So he betook himself to her, and said to her, 'Wilt thou be sold to Ishac ben Ibrahim el Mausili?' 'Yes,' answered she, and he said, 'Leave

frowardness, (175) for to whom doth it happen to be in the house of Ishac the boon-companion?' (176).Then she cast the lute from her hand and

swooned away; so she was carried to her chamber and indeed passion waxed upon her. After a long while, the Commander of the Faithful sent for

her a third time and bade her sing. So she took the lute and sang the following verses:.SINDBAD THE SAILOR AND HINDBAD THE

PORTER..When the prince saw her in this plight, he was as a sleeper awakened and said to her, "What hath befallen thee? Set out to me thy case."

"God on thee," answered she, "nevermore send me to Mariyeh, and do thou protect me, so may God protect thee from the fires of hell!" Then she

related to him that which had bedded her with Mariyeh; which when he heard, there took him the shamefastness of the generous and this was

grievous unto him. The love of Mariyeh fled forth of his heart and he said to the nurse, "How much hadst thou of Mariyeh every month?" "Ten

dinars," answered she, and he said, "Be not concerned." Then he put his hand to his poke and bringing out two hundred dinars, gave them to her

and said, "Take this for a whole year's wage and turn not again to serve any one. When the year is out, I will give thee two years' wage, for that

thou hast wearied thyself with us and on account of the cutting off of thy dependence upon Mariyeh.".My fruit is a jewel all wroughten of gold, ii.

245..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxlvi.? ? ? ? ? For whom is thy departure even as a father's loss! To fly or creep, like

nestlings, alone, they strive in vain..97. The Woman who had a Boy and the other who had a Man to Lover dclxxxviii.Now he had a nurse, a

foster-mother, on whose knees he had been reared, and she was a woman of understanding and misdoubted of him, but dared not accost him [with

questions]. So she went in to Shah Khatoun and finding her in yet sorrier plight than he, asked her what was to do; but she refused to answer.

However, the nurse gave not over coaxing and questioning her, till she exacted of her an oath of secrecy. So the old woman swore to her that she

would keep secret all that she should say to her, whereupon the queen related to her her history from first to last and told her that the youth was her

son. With this the old woman prostrated herself before her and said to her, 'This is an easy matter.' But the queen answered, saying, 'By Allah, O

my mother, I choose my destruction and that of my son rather than defend myself by avouching a thing whereof they will not credit me; for they

will say, "She avoucheth this, but that she may fend off reproach from herself" And nought will avail me but patience.' The old woman was moved

by her speech and her intelligence and said to her, 'Indeed, O my daughter, it is as thou sayst, and I hope in God that He will show forth the truth.

Have patience and I will presently go in to the king and hear what he saith and contrive somewhat in this matter, if it be the will of God the Most

High.'.? ? ? ? ? What is the pleasance of the world, except it be to see My lady's face, to drink of wine and ditties still to hear?.? ? ? ? ? "Knoweth

my loved one when I see her at the lattice high Shine as the sun that flameth forth in heaven's blue demesne?".When the tither heard the old man's

speech, he relented towards him and said to him, 'O old man, I make thee a present of that which is due from thee, and do thou cleave to me and

leave me not, so haply I may get of thee profit that shall do away from me my errors and guide me into the way of righteousness.' So the old man

followed him, and there met him another with a load of wood. Quoth the tither to him, 'Pay what is due from thee.' And he answered, 'Have
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patience with me till to-morrow, for I owe the hire of a house, and I will sell another load of wood and pay thee two days' tithe.' But he refused him

this and the old man said to him, 'If thou constrain him unto this, thou wilt enforce him quit thy country, for that he is a stranger here and hath no

domicile; and if he remove on account of one dirhem, thou wilt lose [of him] three hundred and threescore dirhems a year. Thus wilt thou lose the

much in keeping the little.' Quoth the tither, 'I give him a dirhem every month to the hire of his lodging.'.? ? ? ? ? Our stead, that late was desert,

grew green and eke our trees, That barren were, grew loaded with ripened fruits galore..Then she wept till her voice rose high and her lamentation

was discovered [to those without]; after which she again began to drink and plying the old man with wine, sang the following verses:.Sabir (Abou),

Story of, i. 90..TABLE OF CONTENTS OF THE BRESLAU (TUNIS)EDITION OF THE ARABIC TEXT OF THE BOOK OF THE

THOUSAND NIGHTS AND ONE NIGHT..Then he turned to the viziers and said to them, "Out on ye! What liars ye are! What excuse is left

you?" "O king," answered they, "there abideth no excuse for us and our sin hath fallen upon us and broken us in pieces. Indeed we purposed evil to

this youth and it hath reverted upon us, and we plotted mischief against him and it hath overtaken us; yea, we digged a pit for him and have fallen

ourselves therein." So the king bade hoist up the viziers upon the gibbets and crucify them there, for that God is just and ordaineth that which is

right. Then Azadbekht and his wife and son abode in joyance and contentment, till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and they died all;

and extolled be the perfection of the [Ever-]Living One, who dieth not, to whom be glory and whose mercy be upon us for ever and ever! Amen..?

? ? ? ? Though they their journey's goal, alas I have hidden, in their track Still will I follow on until the very planets wane..109. Abdallah the

Fisherman and Abdallah the Merman dccclxxvii.Ilan Shah and Abou Temam, Story of, i. 126..Three Men and our Lord Jesus, The, i. 282..?Story of

the Unlucky Merchant..124. The Saint to whom God gave a Cloud to serve him and the Devout King cccclxxiii.He abode weeping for the loss of

his wife and children till the morning, when he went forth wandering at a venture, knowing not what he should do, and gave not over faring along

the sea-shore days and nights, unknowing whither he went and taking no food therein other than the herbs of the earth and seeing neither man nor

beast nor other living thing, till his travel brought him to the top of a mountain. He took up his sojourn in the mountain and abode there [awhile]

alone, eating of its fruits and drinking of its waters. Then he came down thence and fared on along the high road three days, at the end of which

time he came upon tilled fields and villages and gave not over going till he sighted a great city on the shore of the sea and came to the gate thereof

at the last of the day. The gatekeepers suffered him not to enter; so he abode his night anhungred, and when he arose in the morning, be sat down

hard by the gate..As we stood, behold, up came the lady, and with her a slave-girl. When she saw the young man, she said to him, "Art thou here?"

And he answered, "Yes, O my lady." Quoth she, "To-day I am bidden by this man. Wilt thou go with us?" And he replied, "Yes." Then said she,

"Thou hast brought me [hither] against my will and perforce. Wilt thou go with us in any event?" (184) "Yes, yes," answered he and we fared on,

[all three,] till we came to Er Rauzeh and entered the pavilion. The lady diverted herself awhile with viewing its ordinance and furniture, after

which she put off her [walking-]clothes and sat down [with the young man] in the goodliest and chiefest place. Then I went forth and brought them

what they should eat at the first of the day; moreover, I went out also and fetched them what they should eat at the last of the day and brought them

wine and dessert and fruits and flowers. On this wise I abode in their service, standing on my feet, and she said not unto me, "Sit," nor "Take, eat"

nor "Take, drink," what while she and the young man sat toying and laughing, and he fell to kissing her and pinching her and hopping about upon

the ground and laughing..When I had made an end of washing, I cried out, saying, "Harkye, my lady Rihaneh!" But none answered me. So I went

out and found her not; and indeed she had taken my clothes and that which was therein of money, to wit, four hundred dirhems. Moreover, she had

taken my turban and my handkerchief and I found not wherewithal to cover my nakedness; wherefore I suffered somewhat than which death is less

grievous and abode looking about the place, so haply I might espy wherewithal to hide my shame. Then I sat a little and presently going up to the

door, smote upon it; whereupon up came the housekeeper and I said to her, "O my sister, what hath God done with the woman who was here?"

Quoth she, "She came down but now and said, 'I am going to cover the boys with the clothes and I have left him sleeping. If he awake, tell him not

to stir till the clothes come to him.'" Then said I, "O my sister, secrets are [safe] with the worthy and the freeborn. By Allah, this woman is not my

wife, nor ever in my life have I seen her before this day!" And I recounted to her the whole affair and begged her to cover me, informing her that I

was discovered of the privities..Eighth Officer's Story, The, ii. 155..Haroun er Reshid, Tuhfet el Culoub and, ii. 203..After this came the horseman,

who had taken Abou Sabir's wife, and complained of her to the king that she would not give him possession of herself, avouching that she was his

wife. The king bade bring her before him, that he might hear her speech and pronounce judgment upon her. So the horseman came with her before

him, and when the king saw her, he knew her and taking her from her ravisher, bade put the latter to death. Then he became aware of the troops,

that they murmured against him and spoke of him as a tyrant; so he turned to his officers and viziers and said to them, 'As for me, by God the

Great, I am not the king's brother! Nay, I am but one whom the king imprisoned upon a word he heard from me and used every day to taunt me

therewith. Ye think that I am the king's brother; but I am Abou Sabir and God hath given me the kingship in virtue of my patience. As for the king

who sought protection of me and I despoiled him, it was he who first wronged me, for that he despoiled me aforetime and drove me forth of my

native land and banished me, without due [cause]; wherefore I requited him with that which he had done to me, in the way of lawful vengeance. As

for the thieves who proffered repentance, there was no repentance for them with me, for that they began upon me with foul [dealing] and waylaid

me by the road and despoiled me and took my good and my sons. Now these two boys, that I took of them and whom ye deemed slaves, are my

very sons; so I avenged myself on the thieves of that which they did with me aforetime and requited them with equity. As for the horseman whom I
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slew, the woman I took from him was my wife and he took her by force, but God the Most High hath restored her [to me]; so this was my right, and

my deed that I have done was just, albeit ye, [judging] by the outward of the matter, deemed that I had done this by way of tyranny.' When the folk

heard this, they marvelled and fell prostrate before him; and they redoubled in esteem for him and exceeding affection and excused themselves to

him, marvelling at that which God had done with him and how He had given him the kingship by reason of his longsuffering and his patience and

how he had raised himself by his patience from the bottom of the pit to the throne of the kingdom, what while God cast down the [late] king from

the throne into the pit. (109) Then Abou Sabir foregathered with his wife and said to her, 'How deemest thou of the fruit of patience and its

sweetness and the fruit of haste and its bitterness? Verily, all that a man doth of good and evil, he shall assuredly abide.' On like wise, O king,"

continued the young treasurer, "it behoveth thee to practise patience, whenas it is possible to thee, for that patience is of the fashion of the noble,

and it is the chiefest of their reliance, especially for kings.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? xa. The Old Woman and the Draper's Wife dccccxvii.Now the dancing

of Iblis pleased Queen Es Shuhba and she said to him, 'By Allah, this is a goodly dancing!' He thanked her for this and said to Tuhfeh, 'O Tuhfeh,

there is not on the face of the earth a skilfuller than Ishac en Nedim; but thou art more skilful than he. Indeed, I have been present with him many a

time and have shown him passages (234) on the lute, and there have betided me such and such things with him. (235) Indeed, the story of my

dealings with him is a long one and this is no time to repeat it; but now I would fain show thee a passage on the lute, whereby thou shall be exalted

over all the folk.' Quoth she to him, 'Do what seemeth good to thee.' So he took the lute and played thereon on wondrous wise, with rare divisions

and extraordinary modulations, and showed her a passage she knew not; and this was liefer to her than all that she had gotten. Then she took the

lute from him and playing thereon, [sang and] presently returned to the passage that he had shown her; and he said, 'By Allah, thou singest better

than I!' As for Tuhfeh, it was made manifest to her that her former usance (236) was all of it wrong and that what she had learnt from the Sheikh

Aboultawaif Iblis was the origin and foundation [of all perfection] in the art. So she rejoiced in that which she had gotten of [new skill in] touching

the lute far more than in all that had fallen to her lot of wealth and raiment and kissed the Sheikh's hand..Dadbin (King) and his Viziers, Story of, i.

104..? ? ? ? ? e. The Niggard and the Loaves of Bread dcccclxxxiv.33. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Barber-Surgeon dxxxiv.43. Ibn es Semmak

and Er Reshid dlxviii.When it was the sixth day, the viziers' wrath redoubled, for that they had not compassed their desire of the youth and they

feared for themselves from the king; so three of them went in to him and prostrating themselves before him, said to him, "O king, indeed we are

loyal counsellors to thy dignity and tenderly solicitous for thee. Verily, thou persistest long in sparing this youth alive and we know not what is

thine advantage therein. Every day findeth him yet on life and the talk redoubleth suspicions on thee; so do thou put him to death, that the talk may

be made an end of." When the king heard this speech, he said, "By Allah, indeed, ye say sooth and speak rightly!" Then he let bring the young

treasurer and said to him, "How long shall I look into thine affair and find no helper for thee and see them all athirst for thy blood?".Hakim (El) bi

Amrillah, The Merchant and the Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun, iii. 171..Here the treasure-seeker brought out a book and reading therein, dug

in the crest of the mountain five cubits deep, whereupon there appeared to him a stone. He pulled it up and behold, it was a trap-door covering the

mouth of a pit. So he waited till the [foul] air was come forth from the midst of the pit, when he bound a rope about the boy's middle and let him

down to the bottom, and with him a lighted flambeau. The boy looked and beheld, at the upper end of the pit, wealth galore; so the treasure-seeker

let down a rope and a basket and the boy fell to filling and the man to drawing up, till the latter had gotten his sufficiency, when he loaded his

beasts and did his occasion, whilst the boy looked for him to let down to him the rope and draw him up; but he rolled a great stone to the mouth of

the pit and went away..Then the Khalif went forth and bade decorate the city: [so they decorated it] and the drums of glad tidings were beaten.

Moreover they made banquets to the people and the tables were spread seven days. And Tuhfeh and the Commander of the Faithful ceased not to

be in the most delightsome of life and the most prosperous thereof till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of

Companies; and thu is all that hath come down to as of their story.".TABLE OF CONTENTS OF THE CALCUTTA (1839-42).? ? ? ? ? g. The

Seventh Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.Endeavour against Persistent Ill Fortune, Of the Uselessness of, i. 70..? ? ? ? ? How many a victim of the pangs

of love-liking hath died! Tired is my patience, but of blame my censors never tire..A white one, from her sheath of tresses now laid bare, ii.

291..They have shut out thy person from my sight, iii. 43..? ? ? ? ? Whenas the couriers came with news of thee, how fair Thou wast and sweet and

how thy visage shone with light,.Then they all four arose, laying wagers with one another, and went forth, walking, from the palace-gate [and fared

on] till they came in at the gate of the street in which Aboulhusn el Khelia dwelt. He saw them and said to his wife Nuzhet el Fuad, "Verily, all that

is sticky is not a pancake and not every time cometh the jar off safe. (38)' Meseemeth the old woman hath gone and told her lady and acquainted

her with our case and she hath disputed with Mesrour the eunuch and they have laid wagers with one another about our death and are come to us,

all four, the Khalif and the eunuch and the Lady Zubeideh and the old woman." When Nuzhet el Fuad heard this, she started up from her lying

posture and said, "How shall we do?" And he said, "We will both feign ourselves dead and stretch ourselves out and hold our breath." So she

hearkened unto him and they both lay down on the siesta[-carpet] and bound their feet and shut their eyes and covered themselves with the veil and

held their breath..'Twere fitter and better my loves that I leave, i. 26..Then the king acquainted the people [of his court] with the matter and said to

them,' O folk, how deem ye of my looking to the issues of affairs?' And they all marvelled at his wisdom and foresight. Then he turned to his father

and said to him, 'Hadst thou looked to the issue of thine affair and dealt deliberately in that which thou didst, there had not betided thee this

repentance and grief all this time.' Then he let bring his mother and they rejoiced in each other and lived all their days in joy and gladness. What
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then," continued the young treasurer, "is more grievous than the lack of looking to the issues of affairs? Wherefore hasten thou not in the slaying of

me, lest repentance betide thee and sore concern.".Precipitation, Of the Ill Effects of, i. 98.So Aamir took the water-skin and made for the water;

but, when he came to the well, behold, two young men with gazelles, and when they saw him, they said to him, "Whither wilt thou, O youth, and of

which of the Arabs art thou?" "Harkye, lads," answered he, "fill me my water-skin, for that I am a stranger man and a wayfarer and I have a

comrade who awaiteth me." Quoth they, "Thou art no wayfarer, but a spy from El Akil's camp." Then they took him and carried him to [their king]

Zuheir ben Shebib; and when he came before him, he said to him, "Of which of the Arabs art thou?" Quoth Aamir, "I am a wayfarer." And Zuheir

said, "Whence comest thou and whither wilt thou?" "I am on my way to Akil," answered Aamir. When he named Akil, those who were present

were agitated; but Zuheir signed to them with his eyes and said to him, "What is thine errand with Akil?" Quoth he, "We would fain see him, my

friend and I.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of the Barber's Fourth Brother clviii.When he saw those many bones, he rejoiced therein with an

exceeding joy and carried away what he had a mind to thereof. Then we returned to his house and he entreated me with increased favour and said to

me, 'Verily, O my son, thou hast directed us to a passing great gain, may God requite thee with all good! Thou art free for the sake of God the Most

High. Every year these elephants used to kill of us much people on account of these bones; but God delivered thee from them and thou hast done us

good service in the matter of these bones, of which thou hast given us to know; wherefore thou meritest a great recompense, and thou art free.' 'O

my lord,' answered I, 'may God free thy neck from the fire! I desire of thee that thou give me leave to return to my own country.' 'So be it,' replied

he; 'but we have a fair, on occasion whereof the merchants come hither to us and take of us these elephants' bones. The time of the fair is now at

hand, and when they come to us, I will send thee with them and give thee somewhat to bring thee to thine own country.'.? ? ? ? ? In every

halting-place like Joseph (17) she appears And he in every stead with Jacob's grief (18) is pined..? ? ? ? ? Ramazan in my life ne'er I fasted, nor e'er

Have I eaten of flesh, save in public (57) it were..One day, as I was thus feigning sleep, I felt a hand in my lap, and in it a magnificent purse. So I

seized the hand and behold, it was that of a fair woman. Quoth I to her, "O my lady, who art thou?" And she said, "Rise [and come away] from

here, that I may make myself known to thee." So I arose and following her, fared on, without tarrying, till she stopped at the door of a lofty house,

whereupon quoth I to her,"O my lady, who art thou? Indeed, thou hast done me kindness, and what is the reason of this?" "By Allah," answered

she, "O Captain Mum, I am a woman on whom desire and longing are sore for the love of the daughter of the Cadi Amin el Hukm. Now there was

between us what was and the love of her fell upon my heart and I agreed with her upon meeting, according to possibility and convenience. But her

father Amin el Hukm took her and went away, and my heart cleaveth to her and love-longing and distraction are sore upon me on her

account.".127. The Justice of Providence cccclxxviii.The head wept exceeding sore and said, 'O my lady, indeed thou hast solaced my heart, and I

have nought but my life; so take it.' Quoth she, 'An I but knew that thou wouldst bring me news of my lord Er Reshid, it were liefer to me than the

empery of the world.' And the head answered her, saying, 'It shall be done as thou desirest.' Then it disappeared and returning to her at the last of

the night, said, 'Know, O my lady, that I have been to thy palace and have questioned one of the haunters thereof of the case of the Commander of

the Faithful and that which befell him after thee; and he said, "When the Commander of the Faithful came to Tuhfeh's lodging and found her not

and saw no sign of her, he buffeted his face and head and rent his clothes. Now there was in thy lodging the eunuch, the chief of thy household, and

he cried out at him, saying, 'Bring me Jaafer the Barmecide and his father and brother forthright.' The eunuch went out, confounded in his wit for

fear of the Commander of the Faithful, and whenas he came to Jaafer, he said to him, 'Come to the Commander of the Faithful, thou and thy father

and brother.' So they arose in haste and betaking themselves to the Khalif's presence, said to him, 'O Commander of the Faithful, what is to do?'

Quoth he, 'There is that to do which overpasseth description. Know that I locked the door and taking the key with me, betook myself to the

daughter of mine uncle, with whom I lay the night; but, when I arose in the morning and came and opened the door, I found no sign of Tuhfeh.' 'O

Commander of the Faithful,' rejoined Jaafer, 'have patience, for that the damsel hath been snatched away, and needs must she return, seeing she

took the lute with her, and it is her [own] lute. The Jinn have assuredly carried her off and we trust in God the Most High that she will return.'

Quoth the Khalif, ' This (221) is a thing that may nowise be' And he abode in her lodging, eating not neither drinking, what while the Barmecides

besought him to go forth to the folk; and he weepeth and abideth on this wise till she shall return." This, then, is that which hath betided him after

thee.'.Caution was the Cause of his Death, The Man whose, i 291..? ? ? ? ? The Lord's alternatives are these, wherewith He's wont The needy

wretch to ply and those in sore duresse..? ? ? ? ? p. The Foxes and the Wolf dcxxx.Now it was the enemy's wont, at every year's end, to bring forth

their prisoners and cast them down from the top of the citadel to the bottom. So they brought them forth, at the end of the year, and cast them down,

and Melik Shah with them. However, he fell upon the [other] men and the earth touched him not, for his term was [God-]guarded. Now those that

were cast down there were slain and their bodies ceased not to lie there till the wild beasts ate them and the winds dispersed them. Melik Shah

abode cast down in his place, aswoon, all that day and night, and when he recovered and found himself whole, he thanked God the Most High for

his safety [and rising, fared on at a venture]. He gave not over walking, unknowing whither he went and feeding upon the leaves of the trees; and

by day he hid himself whereas he might and fared on all his night at hazard; and thus he did some days, till he came to an inhabited land and seeing

folk there, accosted them and acquainted them with his case, giving them to know that he had been imprisoned in the fortress and that they had cast

him down, but God the Most High had delivered him and brought him off alive..? ? ? ? ? d. The Crow and the Serpent dcccciii.When he had made

an end of his speech, his wife came forward forthright and told her story, from first to last, how her mother bought him from the cook's partner and
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the people of the kingdom came under his rule; nor did she leave telling till she came, in her story, to that city [and acquainted the queen with the

manner of her falling in with her lost husband]. When she had made an end of her story, the cook exclaimed, 'Alack, what impudent liars there be!

By Allah, O king, this woman lieth against me, for this youth is my rearling (75) and he was born of one of my slave-girls. He fled from me and I

found him again..Solomon, David and, i. 275..When the princess heard this her slave-girl's report, she wept and lamented and was like to depart the

world. Then she clave to her pillow and said, "O Shefikeh, I will instruct thee of somewhat that is not hidden from God the Most High, and it is that

thou watch over me till God the Most High decree the accomplishment of His commandment, and when my days are ended, take thou the necklace

and the mantle that El Abbas gave me and return them to him. Indeed, I deem not he will live after me, and if God the Most High decree against

him and his days come to an end, do thou give one charge to shroud us and bury us both in one grave.".I went forth one day, purposing to make a

journey, and fell in with a man whose wont it was to stop the way. When he came up with me, he offered to slay me and I said to him, "I have

nothing with me whereby thou mayst profit." Quoth he, "My profit shall be the taking of thy life." "What is the cause of this?" asked I. "Hath there

been feud between us aforetime?" And he answered, "No; but needs must I slay thee." Therewithal I fled from him to the river-side; but he

overtook me and casting me to the ground, sat down on my breast. So I sought help of the Sheikh El Hejjaj (156) and said to him, "Protect me from

this oppressor!" And indeed he had drawn a knife, wherewith to cut my throat, when, behold, there came a great crocodile forth of the river and

snatching him up from off my breast, plunged with him into the water, with the knife still in his hand; whilst I abode extolling the perfection of

God the Most High and rendering thanks for my preservation to Him who had delivered me from the hand of that oppressor.'.87. The Lovers of the

Benou Tai dclxxiii.41. Ali Shar and Zumurrud cccvii.Say, by the lightnings of thy teeth and thy soul's pure desire, iii. 19..? ? ? ? ? i. The Credulous

Husband dcccxcviii.THE KHALIF OMAR BEN ABDULAZIZ AND THE POETS. (41).Old Sharper, Story of the, ii. 187..Then they left him and

dispersed and one of the sons fell to spying upon his father, so that he saw him hide the treasure without the city. When he had made an end of

burying it, he returned to his house; and when the morning morrowed, his son repaired to the place where he had seen his father bury the treasure

and dug and took it and went his way. When the [hour of the] old man's admission [to the mercy of God] drew nigh, he called his sons to him and

acquainted them with the place where he had hidden his riches. As soon as he was dead, they went and dug up the treasure and found wealth galore,

for that the money, which the first son had taken by stealth, was on the surface and he knew not that under it was other money. So they took it and

divided it and the first son took his share with the rest and laid it to that which he had taken aforetime, behind [the backs of] his father and his

brethren. Then he took to wife the daughter of his father's brother and was vouchsafed by her a male child, who was the goodliest of the folk of his

time..The king approved her speech and bestowed on her a dress of honour and gave her magnificent gifts; after which, for that his choice had

fallen upon his younger son, Melik Shah, he married her with him and made him his heir apparent and caused the folk swear fealty to him. When

this came to the knowledge of his brother Belehwan and he was ware that his younger brother had been preferred over him, his breast was

straitened and the affair was grievous to him and envy entered into him and rancour; but he concealed this in his heart, whilst fire raged therein

because of the damsel and the kingship..Now the king, who had plundered Abou Sabir['s goods] and driven him forth of his village, had an enemy;

and the latter took horse against him and overcame him and captured his [capital] city; wherefore he addressed himself to flight and came to Abou

Sabir's city, craving protection of him and seeking that he should succour him. He knew not that the king of the city was the headman whom he had

despoiled; so he presented himself before him and made complaint to him; but Abou Sabir knew him and said to him, 'This is somewhat of the

issue of patience. God the Most High hath given me power over thee.' Then he bade his guards plunder the [unjust] king and his attendants; so they

plundered them and stripping them of their clothes, put them forth of his country. When Abou Sabir's troops saw this, they marvelled and said,

'What is this deed that the king doth? There cometh a king to him, craving protection, and he despoileth him! This is not of the fashion of kings.'

But they dared not [be]speak [him] of this..? ? ? ? ? My heart belike shall his infect with softness, even as me His body with disease infects, of its

seductive air..? ? ? ? ? b. The Cook's Story (238) cxxi.The old man carried Tuhfeh up [to the dais and seated her] on a chair of gold beside the

throne, whilst she was amazed at that which she saw in that place and magnified her Lord (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) and

hallowed Him. Then the kings of the Jinn came up to the throne and seated themselves thereon; and they were in the semblance of mortals,

excepting two of them, who were in the semblance of the Jinn, with eyes slit endlong and jutting horns and projecting tusks. After this there came

up a young lady, fair of favour and pleasant of parts; the light of her face outshone that of the flambeaux, and about her were other three women,

than whom there were no fairer on the face of the earth. They saluted Tuhfeh and she rose to them and kissed the earth before them; whereupon

they embraced her and sat down on the chairs aforesaid..Then the king assembled his nobles and commons and the astrologers and said to them,

'Know that what God hath graven upon the forehead, be it fair fortune or calamity, none may avail to efface, and all that is decreed unto a man he

must needs abide. Indeed, this my caretaking and my endeavour profited me nought, for that which God decreed unto my son, he hath abidden and

that which He decreed unto me hath betided me. Nevertheless, I praise God and thank Him for that this was at my son's hand and not at the hand of

another, and praised be He for that the kingship is come to my son!' And he strained the youth to his breast and embraced him and kissed him,

saying, 'O my son, this matter was on such a wise, and of my care and watchfulness over thee from destiny, I lodged thee in that pit; but caretaking

availed not.' Then he took the crown of the kingship and set it on his son's head and caused the folk and the people swear fealty to him and

commended the subjects to his care and enjoined him to justice and equity. And he took leave of him that night and died and his son reigned in his
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stead..Then the old queen and her daughter and son-in-law embarked in the ship and setting sail, fared on till they came to the land of Mekran.

Their arrival there befell at the last of the day; so they passed the night in the ship, and when the day was near to break, the young king went down

from the ship, that he might go to the bath, and made for the market. As he drew near the bath, the cook met him by the way and knew him; so he

laid hands on him and binding his arms fast behind him, carried him to his house, where he clapped the old shackles on his feet and straightway

cast him back into his whilom place of duresse..With this the Khalif waxed wroth, and the Hashimi vein (36) started out from between his eyes and

he cried out to Mesrour and said to him, "Go forth and see which of them is dead." So Mesrour went out, running, and the Khalif said to Zubeideh,

"Wilt thou lay me a wager?" "Yes," answered she; "I will wager, and I say that Aboulhusn is dead." "And I," rejoined the Khalif, "wager and say

that none is dead save Nuzhet el Fuad; and the stake shall be the Garden of Pleasance against thy palace and the Pavilion of Pictures." So they

[agreed upon this and] abode awaiting Mesrour, till such time as he should return with news..Had we thy coming known, we would for sacrifice, i.

13..So, when they entered with the folk and had prostrated themselves before the king and given him joy and he had raised their rank, [they sat

down]. Now it was the custom of the folk to salute and go forth, so, when they sat down, the king knew that they had a word that they would fain

say. So he turned to them and said, "Ask your need." And the viziers also were present. Accordingly, they bespoke him with all that these latter had

taught them and the viziers also spoke with them; and Azadbekht said to them, "O folk, I know that this your speech, there is no doubt of it,

proceedeth from love and loyal counsel to me, and ye know that, were I minded to slay half these folk, I could avail to put them to death and this

would not be difficult to me; so how shall I not slay this youth and he in my power and under the grip of my hand? Indeed, his crime is manifest

and he hath incurred pain of death and I have only deferred his slaughter by reason of the greatness of the offence; for, if I do this with him and my

proof against him be strengthened, my heart is healed and the heart of the folk; and if I slay him not to-day, his slaughter shall not escape me

to-morrow.".? ? ? ? ? O thou that blamest me for my heart and railest at my ill, Hadst them but tasted my spirit's grief, thou wouldst excuse me

still..At daybreak, my friend returned and opening the door, came in, bringing with him meat-pottage (177) and fritters and bees' honey, (178) and

said to me, 'By Allah, thou must needs excuse me, for that I was with a company and they locked the door on me and have but now let me go.' But I

returned him no answer. Then he set before me that which was with him and I ate a single mouthful and went out, running, so haply I might

overtake that which had escaped me. (179) When I came to the palace, I saw over against it eight-and-thirty gibbets set up, whereon were

eight-and-thirty men crucified, and under them eight-and-thirty concubines as they were moons. So I enquired of the reason of the crucifixion of

the men and concerning the women in question, and it was said unto me, 'The men [whom thou seest] crucified the Khalif found with yonder

damsels, who are his favourites.' When I heard this, I prostrated myself in thanksgiving to God and said, 'God requite thee with good, O my friend!'

For that, had he not invited me [and kept me perforce in his house] that night, I had been crucified with these men, wherefore praise be to

God!.When the two young men presented themselves before him and set forth their case to him and to the folk and the king heard their speech, he

knew them and his heart was like to fly for joyance in them: the tears poured from his eyes at their sight and that of his wife, and he thanked God

the Most High and praised Him for that He had reunited [him with] them. Then he dismissed the folk who were present about him and bade commit

the Magian and the woman and the two youths to his armoury (65) [for the night], commanding that they should keep guard over them till God

caused the morning morrow, so he might assemble the cadis and the judges and assessors and judge between them, according to the Holy Law, in

the presence of the four cadis. So they did his bidding and the king passed the night praying and praising God the Most High for that which He had

vouchsafed him of kingship and puissance and victory over (66) him who had wronged him and thanking Him who had reunited him with his

family..? ? ? ? ? Whenas the folk assemble for birling at the wine, Whether in morning's splendour or when night's shades descend..? ? ? ? ? j. The

Two Kings dccccix.El Abbas went in and passed from place to place and chamber to chamber, till he came to the chamber aforesaid and espied the

portrait of Mariyeh, whereupon he fell down in a swoon and the workmen went to his father and said to him, "Thy son El Abbas hath swooned

away." So the king came and finding the prince cast down, seated himself at his head and bathed his face with rose-water. After awhile he revived

and the king said to him, "God keep thee, (60) O my son! What hath befallen thee?" "O my father," answered the prince, "I did but look on yonder

picture and it bequeathed me a thousand regrets and there befell me that which thou seest." Therewithal the king bade fetch the [chief] painter, and

when he stood before him, he said to him, "Tell me of yonder portrait and what girl is this of the daughters of the kings; else will I take thy head."

"By Allah, O king," answered the painter, "I limned it not, neither know I who she is; but there came to me a poor man and looked at me. So I said

to him, 'Knowest thou the art of painting?' And he replied, 'Yes.' Whereupon I gave him the gear and said to him, 'Make us a rare piece of work.' So

he wrought yonder portrait and went away and I know him not neither have I ever set eyes on him save that day.".Then said the Khalif to her,

'Repeat thy playing, O Tuhfeh.' So she repeated it and he said to her, 'Well done!' Moreover, he said to Ishac, 'Thou hast indeed brought me that

which is extraordinary and worth in mine eyes the empire of the earth.' Then he turned to Mesrour the eunuch and said to him, 'Carry Tuhfeh to the

lodging of honour.' (189) Accordingly, she went away with Mesrour and the Khalif looked at her clothes and seeing her clad in raiment of choice,

said to Ishac, 'O Ishac, whence hath she these clothes?' 'O my lord, answered he, 'these are somewhat of thy bounties and thy largesse, and they are

a gift to her from me. By Allah, O Commander of the Faithful, the world, all of it, were little in comparison with her!' Then the Khalif turned to the

Vizier Jaafer and said to him, 'Give Ishac fifty thousand dirhems and a dress of honour of the apparel of choice.' 'Hearkening and obedience,'

replied Jaafer and gave him that which the Khalif ordered him..Then came up El Abbas to the door of the tent, and therein were four-and-twenty
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golden doves; so he took them, after he had beaten them down with the end of his lance. Then he called out, saying, "Harkye, Zuheir! Doth it not

suffice thee that thou hast quelled El Akil's repute, but thou art minded to quell that of those who sojourn round about him? Knowest thou not that

he is of the lieutenants of Kundeh ben [Hisham of the Benou] Sheiban, a man renowned for prowess? Indeed, covetise of him hath entered into thee

and jealousy of him hath gotten possession of thee. Doth it not suffice thee that thou hast orphaned his children (94) and slain his men? By the

virtue of the Chosen Prophet, I will make thee drink the cup of death!" So saying, he drew his sword and smiting Zuheir on his shoulder, caused the

steel issue, gleaming, from the tendons of his throat. Then he smote the vizier and clove his head in sunder..When it was eventide, the king

summoned the vizier and sought of him the story of the King and the Tither, and he said, "Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? p. The Sixteenth Officer's

Story dccccxl.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlxiii.There was once a

king of the kings of the earth, who dwelt in a populous (236) city, abounding in good; but he oppressed its people and used them foully, so that he

ruined (237) the city; and he was named none other than tyrant and misdoer. Now he was wont, whenas he heard of a masterful man (238) in

another land, to send after him and tempt him with money to take service with him; and there was a certain tither, who exceeded all his brethren in

oppression of the people and foulness of dealing. So the king sent after him and when he stood before him, he found him a mighty man (239) and

said to him, 'Thou hast been praised to me, but meseemeth thou overpassest the description. Set out to me somewhat of thy sayings and doings, so I

may be dispensed therewith from [enquiring into] all thy circumstance.' 'With all my heart,' answered the other. 'Know, O king, that I oppress the

folk and people (240) the land, whilst other than I wasteth (241) it and peopleth it not.'.So the youth returned to his house, and indeed the world was

grown black in his eyes and he said, 'My father said sooth.' Then he opened the chamber door and piling up the bricks under his feet, put the rope

about his neck and kicked away the bricks and swung himself off; whereupon the rope gave way with him [and he fell] to the ground and the

ceiling clove in sunder and there poured down on him wealth galore, So he knew that his father meant to discipline (226) him by means of this and

invoked God's mercy on him. Then he got him again that which he had sold of lands and houses and what not else and became once more in good

case. Moreover, his friends returned to him and he entertained them some days..Like a sun at the end of a cane in a hill of sand, iii. 190..So he

opened to me and I went out and had not gone far from the house when I met a woman, who said to me, "Methinks a long life was fore-ordained to

thee; else hadst thou not come forth of yonder house." "How so?" asked I, and she answered, "Ask thy friend [such an one," naming thee,] "and he

will acquaint thee with strange things." So, God on thee, O my friend, tell me what befell thee of wonders and rarities, for I have told thee what

befell me.' 'O my brother,' answered I, 'I am bound by a solemn oath.' And he said, 'O my friend, break thine oath and tell me.' Quoth I, 'Indeed, I

fear the issue of this.' [But he importuned me] till I told him all, whereat he marvelled. Then I went away from him and abode a long while,

[without farther news]..?STORY OF THE MAN WHO WAS LAVISH OF HIS HOUSE AND HIS VICTUAL TO ONE WHOM HE KNEW

NOT..There was once, of old time, in one of the tribes of the Arabs, a woman great with child by her husband, and they had a hired servant, a man

of excellent understanding. When the woman came to [the time of her] delivery, she gave birth to a maid-child in the night and they sought fire of

the neighbours. So the journeyman went in quest of fire..?STORY OF THE JOURNEYMAN AND THE GIRL..So she made ready and setting out,

traversed the deserts and spent treasures till she came to Sejestan, where she called a goldsmith to make her somewhat of trinkets. [Now the

goldsmith in question was none other than the prince's friend]; so, when he saw her, he knew her (for that the prince had talked with him of her and

had depictured her to him) and questioned her of her case. She acquainted him with her errand, whereupon he buffeted his face and rent his clothes

and strewed dust on his head and fell a-weeping. Quoth she, 'Why dost thou thus?' And he acquainted her with the prince's case and how he was his

comrade and told her that he was dead; whereat she grieved for him and faring on to his father and mother, [acquainted them with the case]..As for

the singer, when his [stay in the oven] grew long upon him, he came forth therefrom, thinking that her husband had gone away. Then he went up to

the roof and looking down, beheld his friend the druggist; whereat he was sore concerned and said in himself, 'Alas, the disgrace of it! This is my

friend the druggist, who dealt kindly with me and wrought me fair and I have requited him with foul' And he feared to return to the druggist; so he

went down and opened the first door and would have gone out; but, when he came to the outer door, he found it locked and saw not the key. So he

stole up again to the roof and cast himself down into the [next] house. The people of the house heard him and hastened to him, deeming him a thief.

Now the house in question belonged to a Persian; so they laid hands on him and the master of the house began to beat him, saying to him, 'Thou art

a thief.' 'Nay,' answered he, 'I am no thief, but a singing-man, a stranger. I heard your voices and came to sing to you.'.? ? ? ? ? From mine own

land, to visit thee, I came at love's command, For all the distance did forbid,'twixt me and thee that spread..68. Kisra Anoushirwan and the Village

Damsel dcliii.Presently, El Abbas cried out at Hudheifeh a cry that astonied him and dealt him a blow, saying, "Take this from the hand of a

champion who feareth not the like of thee." Hudheifeh met the stroke with his shield, thinking to ward it off from him; but the sword shore the

target in sunder and descending upon his shoulder, came forth gleaming from the tendons of his throat and severed his arm at the armpit;

whereupon he fell down, wallowing in his blood, and El Abbas turned upon his host; nor had the sun departed the pavilion of the heavens ere

Hudheifeh's army was in full flight before El Abbas and the saddles were empty of men. Quoth Saad, "By the virtue of the Chosen [Prophet],

whom God bless and keep, I saw El Abbas with the blood upon his saddle pads, [in gouts] like camels' livers, smiting with the sword right and left,

till he scattered them abroad in every mountain-pass and desert; and when he turned [back to the camp], the men of Baghdad were fearful of

him.".? ? ? ? ? His love on him took pity and wept for his dismay: Of those that him did visit she was, as sick he lay..Reshid (Er), Tuhfet el Culoub
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and, ii. 203..36. Jaafer the Barmecide and the Bean-Seller ccxcix.Beard of the old he-goat, the one-eyed, what shall be, ii. 231..? ? ? ? ?

Mohammed, then, I do confess, God's chosen prophet is, And every man requited is for that which he doth say..? ? ? ? ? d. The Rich Man who gave

his Fair Daughter in Marriage to the Poor Old Man dcccxcii.However, after awhile, one of the women took pity on me and brought me a rag of thin

stuff and cast it on me. With this I covered my privities, and no more, and abode awhile thus. Then said I in myself, "The husbands of these women

will presently gather together on me and I shall be disgraced." So I went out by another door of the house, and young and old crowded about me,

running after me and saying, "A madman! A madman!" till I came to my house and knocked at the door; whereupon out came my wife and seeing

me naked, tall, bareheaded, cried out and ran in again, saying,"This is a madman, a Satan!" But, when she and my family knew me, they rejoiced

and said to me, "What aileth thee?" I told them that thieves had taken my clothes and stripped me and had been like to kill me; and when I told

them that they would have killed me, they praised God the Most High and gave me joy of my safety. So consider the craft of this woman and this

device that she practised upon me, for all my pretensions to sleight and quickwittedness.'.19. Hassan of Bassora and the King's Daughter of the Jinn

cclxxxvi.When the king heard this story, he said in himself, "Verily, had I given ear to the sayings of my courtiers and inclined to the idle prate [of

those who counselled me] in the matter of [the slaying of] my vizier, I had repented to the utterest of repentance, but praised be God, who hath

disposed me to mansuetude and long-suffering and hath endowed me with patience!" Then he turned to the vizier and bade him return to his

dwelling and [dismissed] those who were present, as of wont..[One day], as the ship was sailing along, and we unknowing where we were, behold,

the captain came down [from the mast] and casting his turban from his head, fell to buffeting his face and plucking at his beard and weeping and

supplicating [God for deliverance]. We asked him what ailed him, and he answered, saying, 'Know, O my masters, that the ship is fallen among

shallows and drifteth upon a sand-bank of the sea. Another moment [and we shall be upon it]. If we clear the bank, [well and good]; else, we are all

dead men and not one of us will be saved; wherefore pray ye to God the Most High, so haply He may deliver us from these deadly perils, or we

shall lose our lives.' So saying, he mounted [the mast] and set the sail, but at that moment a contrary wind smote the ship, and it rose upon the crest

of the waves and sank down again into the trough of the sea..So he returned to his mother (and indeed his spirit was broken), and related to her that

which had happened to him and what had betided him from his friends, how they, had neither shared with him nor requited him with speech. "O

Aboulhusn," answered she, "on this wise are the sons (5)of this time: if thou have aught, they make much of thee, (6) and if thou have nought, they

put thee away [from them]." And she went on to condole with him, what while he bewailed himself and his tears flowed and he repeated the

following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Rail not at the vicissitudes of Fate, For Fortune still spites those who her berate..All those who were present marvelled at

this story with the utmost marvel, and the twelfth officer came forward and said, 'I will tell you a pleasant trait that I had from a certain man,

concerning an adventure that befell him with one of the thieves. (Quoth he).Learned Man, Khelbes and his Wife and the, i. 301..Then they went on

a little, and thieves met them and despoiling them of that which remained with them, stripped them of their raiment and took the children from

them; whereupon the woman wept and said to her husband, 'O man, put away from thee this folly and arise, let us follow the thieves, so haply they

may have compassion on us and restore the children to us.' 'O woman,' answered he, 'have patience, for he who doth evil shall be requited with evil

and his wickedness shall revert upon him. Were I to follow them, most like one of them would take his sword and smite off my head and slay me;

but have patience, for the issue of patience is praised.' Then they fared on till they drew near a village in the land of Kirman, and by it a river of

water. So he said to his wife, 'Abide thou here, whilst I enter the village and look us out a place wherein we may take up our lodging.' And he left

her by the water and entered the village..The Seventeenth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? Well-ground my polished sword is and thin and keen of

edge And trenchant, eke, for smiting and long my steel-barbed spear..When they were grown familiar with him, the queen-mother fell to sending

[privily] for the amirs, one by one, and swearing them to secrecy; and when she was assured of their trustworthiness, she discovered to them that

the king had left but a daughter and that she had done this but that she might continue the kingship in his family and that the governance should not

go forth from them; after which she told them that she was minded to marry her daughter with the new-comer, her father's brother's son, and that he

should be the holder of the kingship. They approved of her proposal and when she had discovered the secret to the last of them [and assured herself

of their support], she published the news abroad and sent for the cadis and assessors, who drew up the contract of marriage between Selim and the

princess, and they lavished gifts upon the troops and overwhelmed them with bounties. Then was the bride carried in procession to the young man

and the kingship was stablished unto him and the governance of the realm..118. The Merchant of Cairo and the Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun

El Hikim bi Amrillak M.? ? ? ? ? Quoth Sherik, "On me be his warranty, may God assain the king!" So the Tai departed, after a term had been

assigned him for his coming..Then said she to me, "To-morrow morning, when Amin el Hukm cometh, have patience with him till he have made an

end of his speech, and when he is silent, return him no answer; and if the prefect say to thee, 'What ailest thee that thou answereth him not?' do thou

reply, 'O lord, know that the two words are not alike, but there is no [helper] for him who is undermost (101), save God the Most High.' (102) The

Cadi will say, 'What is the meaning of thy saying," The two words are not alike"?' And do thou make answer, saying, 'I deposited with thee a

damsel from the palace of the Sultan, and most like some losel of thy household hath transgressed against her or she hath been privily murdered.

Indeed, there were on her jewels and raiment worth a thousand dinars, and hadst thou put those who are with thee of slaves and slave-girls to the

question, thou hadst assuredly lit on some traces [of the crime].' When he heareth this from thee, his agitation will redouble and he will be

confounded and will swear that needs must thou go with him to his house; but do thou say, 'That will I not do, for that I am the party aggrieved,
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more by token that I am under suspicion with thee.' If he redouble in calling [on God for aid] and conjure thee by the oath of divorce, saying,

'Needs must thou come,' do thou say, 'By Allah, I will not go, except the prefect come also.'.? ? ? ? ? O'er all the fragrant flowers that be I have the

prefrence aye, For that I come but once a year, and but a little stay..My secret is disclosed, the which I strove to hide, iii. 89..When she had made an

end of her song, she threw the lute from her hand and wept till she swooned away. So they sprinkled on her rose-water, mingled with musk, and

willow-flower water; and when she came to herself, Er Reshid said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, this is not fair dealing in thee. We love thee and thou

lovest another." "O Commander of the Faithful," answered she, "there is no help for it." Therewithal he was wroth with her and said, "By the virtue

of Hemzeh (19) and Akil (20) and Mohammed, Prince of the Apostles, if thou name one other than I in my presence, I will bid strike off thy head!"

Then he bade return her to her chamber, whilst she wept and recited the following verses:.Seventh Officer's Story, The, ii. 150..Now the treasuries

aforetime had been in the viziers' hand, so they might do with them what they would, and when they came under the youth's hand, that of the

viziers was straitened from them, and the youth became dearer to the king than a son and he could not brook to be separated from him. When the

viziers saw this, they were jealous of him and envied him and cast about for a device against him whereby they might oust him from the king's

favour, but found no opportunity. At last, when came the destined hour, (101) it chanced that the youth one day drank wine and became drunken

and wandered from his wits; so he fell to going round about within the palace of the king and fate led him to the lodging of the women, in which

there was a little sleeping-chamber, where the king lay with his wife. Thither came the youth and entering the chamber, found there a couch spread,

to wit, a sleeping place, and a candle burning. So he cast himself on the couch, marvelling at the paintings that were in the chamber, and slept and

slumbered heavily till eventide, when there came a slave-girl, bringing with her all the dessert, eatables and drinkables, that she was wont to make

ready for the king and his wife, and seeing the youth lying on his back, (and none knowing of his case and he in his drunkenness unknowing where

he was,) thought that he was the king asleep on his bed; so she set the censing-vessel and laid the essences by the couch, then shut the door and

went away..When in the sitting-chamber we for merry-making sate, iii. 135..When it was the day of the going-in, (110) Bihzad, of his haste and

lack of patience, betook himself to the wall, which was between himself and the princess's lodging and in which there was a hole pierced, and

looked, so he might see his bride, of his haste. But the bride's mother saw him and this was grievous to her; so she took from one of the servants

two red-hot iron spits and thrust them into the hole through which the prince was looking. The spits ran into his eyes and put them out and he fell

down aswoon and joyance was changed and became mourning and sore concern. See, then, O king," continued the youth, "the issue of the prince's

haste and lack of deliberation, for indeed his haste bequeathed him long repentance and his joy was changed to mourning; and on like wise was it

with the woman who hastened to put out his eyes and deliberated not. All this was the doing of haste; wherefore it behoveth the king not to be hasty

in putting me to death, for that I am under the grasp of his hand, and what time soever thou desirest my slaughter, it shall not escape [thee].".78.

Mesrour and Ibn el Caribi dclxii.93. The Ignorant Man who set up for a Schoolmaster cccciii.Merouzi (El) and Er Razi, ii. 28.
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