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Then he kept them under guard, and when the morning morrowed, he referred their case to El Hejjaj, who caused bring them before him and

enquiring into their affair, found that the first was the son of a barber-surgeon, the second of a [hot] bean-seller and the third of a weaver. So he

marvelled at their readiness of speech (82) and said to his session-mates, "Teach your sons deportment; (83) for, by Allah, but for their ready wit, I

had smitten off their heads!".Twere better and meeter thy presence to leave, For, if the eye see not, the heart doth not grieve.'.Thereupon the king

went in to his mother and questioned her of his father, and she told him that me king her husband was weak; (211) 'wherefore,' quoth she, 'I feared

for the kingdom, lest it pass away, after his death; so I took to my bed a young man, a baker, and conceived by him [and bore a son]; and the

kingship came into the hand of my son, to wit, thyself.' So the king returned to the old man and said to him, 'I am indeed the son of a baker; so do

thou expound to me the means whereby thou knewest me for this.' Quoth the other, 'I knew that, hadst thou been a king's son, thou wouldst have

given largesse of things of price, such as rubies [and the like]; and wert thou the son of a Cadi, thou hadst given largesse of a dirhem or two

dirhems, and wert thou the son of a merchant, thou hadst given wealth galore. But I saw that thou guerdonest me not but with cakes of bread [and

other victual], wherefore I knew that thou wast the son of a baker.' Quoth the king, 'Thou hast hit the mark.' And he gave him wealth galore and

advanced him to high estate.".There was once, in the land of Fars, (15) a man who took to wife a woman higher than himself in rank and nobler of

lineage, but she had no guardian to preserve her from want. It misliked her to marry one who was beneath her; nevertheless, she married him,

because of need, and took of him a bond in writing to the effect that he would still be under her commandment and forbiddance and would nowise

gainsay her in word or deed. Now the man was a weaver and he bound himself in writing to pay his wife ten thousand dirhems, [in case he should

make default in the condition aforesaid]..? ? ? ? ? By thy ransom, (109) who dwellest alone in my heart, In despair for the loss of the loved one am

I..Then he girt his middle with a handkerchief and entering, saluted the young merchant, who said to him, 'Where hast thou been?' Quoth he, 'I have

done thine errands;' and the youth said, 'Go and eat and come hither and drink.' So he went away, as he bade him, and ate. Then he washed and

returning to the saloon, sat down on the carpet and fell to talking with them; whereupon the young merchant's heart was comforted and his breast

dilated and he addressed himself to joyance. They abode in the most delightsome life and the most abounding pleasance till a third part of the night

was past, when the master of the house arose and spreading them a bed, invited them to lie down. So they lay down and the youth abode on wake,

pondering their affair, till daybreak, when the woman awoke and said to her companion, 'I wish to go.' So he bade her farewell and she departed;

whereupon the master of the house followed her with a purse of money and gave it to her, saying, 'Blame not my master,' and made his excuse to

her for the young merchant..107. Abou Suweid and the Handsome Old Woman ccccxxiii.There was once an Arab of [high] rank and [goodly]

presence, a man of exalted generosity and magnanimity, and he had brethren, with whom he consorted and caroused, and they were wont to

assemble by turns in each other's houses. When it came to his turn, he made ready in his house all manner goodly and pleasant meats and dainty

drinks and exceeding lovely flowers and excellent fruits, and made provision of all kinds of instruments of music and store of rare apothegms and

marvellous stories and goodly instances and histories and witty anedotes and verses and what not else, for there was none among those with whom

he was used to company but enjoyed this on every goodly wise, and in the entertainment he had provided was all whereof each had need. Then he

sallied forth and went round about the city, in quest of his friends, so he might assemble them; but found none of them in his house..The Thirteenth

Night of the Month..Asleep and Awake, i. 5..So he went out to them and questioned them of their case, whereupon, "Return to thy lord," answered

they, "and question him of Prince El Abbas, if he have come unto him, for that he left his father King El Aziz a full-told year agone, and indeed

longing for him troubleth the king and he hath levied a part of his army and his guards and is come forth in quest of his son, so haply he may light

upon tidings of him." Quoth the eunuch, "Is there amongst you a brother of his or a son?" "Nay, by Allah!" answered they. "But we are all his

mamelukes and the boughten of his money, and his father El Aziz hath despatched us to make enquiry of him. So go thou to thy lord and question

him of the prince and return to us with that which he shall answer you." "And where is King El Aziz?" asked the eunuch; and they replied, "He is

encamped in the Green Meadow." (96).? ? ? ? ? For 'twixt the closing of an eye and th'opening thereof, God hath it in His power to change a case

from foul to fair..110. King Shah Bekhi and his Vizier Er Rehwan dccclxxxv.So he sat down at the sharper's head, and said to him, 'Know, O Razi,

that I will not leave thee till after ten days and their nights, wherein I will wake and sleep by thy grave. So arise and be not a fool.' But he answered

him not and El Merouzi [drew his knife and] fell to sticking it into the other's hands and feet, thinking to make him move; but [he stirred not and]

he presently grew weary of this and concluded that the sharper was dead in good earnest. [However, he still misdoubted of the case] and said in

himself, 'This fellow is dissembling, so he may enjoy all the money.' Therewith he addressed himself to prepare him [for burial] and bought him

perfumes and what [not else] was needed. Then they brought him to the washing-place and El Merouzi came to him and heating water till it boiled

and bubbled and a third of it was wasted, (40) fell to pouring it on his skin, so that it turned red and blue and blistered; but he abode still on one

case [and stirred not]..Khorassan, his Son and his Governor, Story of the Man of, i. 218..So the king bade fetch the old man and he came and stood

before the Sultan, who showed him the two pearls. Quoth he, 'As for this one, it is worth a thousand dinars.' And the king said, 'So saith its owner.'

'But for this other,' continued the old man, 'it is worth but five hundred.' The folk laughed and marvelled at his saying, and the merchant, [the owner

of the second pearl], said to him, 'How can this, which is greater of bulk and purer of water and more perfect of rondure, be less of worth than that?'
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And the old man answered, 'I have said what is with me.' (208) Then said the king to him, 'Indeed, the outward appearance thereof is like unto that

of the other pearl; why then is it worth but the half of its price?' 'Yes,' answered the old man, '[its outward resembleth the other]; but its inward is

corrupt.' 'Hath a pearl then an outward and an inward?' asked the merchant, and the old man said, 'Yes. In its inward is a boring worm; but the other

pearl is sound and secure against breakage.' Quoth the merchant, 'Give us a token of this and prove to us the truth of thy saying.' And the old man

answered, 'We will break the pearl. If I prove a, liar, here is my head, and if I speak truth, thou wilt have lost thy pearl.' And the merchant said, 'I

agree to that.' So they broke the pearl and it was even as the old man had said, to wit, in its midst was a boring worm.."Away with him from me!

Who is at the door?" "Kutheiyir Azzeh," (52) replied Adi, and Omar said, "It is he who says in one of his odes ... " [And he repeated the following

verses:].Envy and Malice, Of, i. 125..So he abode in this employ, till he had sowed and reaped and threshed and winnowed, and all was sheer in his

hand and the owner appointed neither inspector nor overseer, but relied altogether upon him. Then he bethought himself and said, '_I_* misdoubt

me the owner of this grain will not give me my due; so I were better take of it, after the measure of my hire; and if he give me my due, I will restore

him that which I have taken.' So he took of the grain, after the measure of that which fell to him, and hid it in a privy place. Then he carried the rest

to the old man and meted it out to him, and he said to him, 'Come, take [of the grain, after the measure of] thy hire, for which I agreed with thee,

and sell it and buy with the price clothes and what not else; and though thou abide with me half a score years, yet shall thou still have this wage and

I will acquit it to thee thus.' Quoth the merchant in himself, 'Indeed, I have done a foul thing in that I look it without his leave.'.Forehead, Of that

which is written on the, i. 136..Your water I'll leave without drinking, for there, i. 210..? ? ? ? ? c. Story of the Chief of the Old Cairo Police

cccxliv.When she had made an end of her song and laid down the lute, Ishac looked fixedly on her, then took her hand and offered to kiss it; but

she snatched it from him and said to him, 'Allah, O my lord, do not that!' Quoth he, 'Be silent. By Allah, I had said that there was not in the world

the like of me; but now I have found my dinar (180) in the craft but a danic, (181) "for thou art, beyond comparison or approximation or reckoning,

more excellent of skill than I! This very day will I carry thee up to the Commander of the Faithful Haroun er Reshid, and whenas his glance

lighteth on thee, thou wilt become a princess of womankind. So, Allah, Allah upon thee, O my lady, whenas thou becomest of the household of the

Commander of the Faithful, do not thou forget me!' And she replied, saying, 'Allah, O my lord, thou art the source of my fortunes and in thee is my

heart fortified.' So he took her hand and made a covenant with her of this and she swore to him that she would not forget him..? ? ? ? ? Whose

streams beneath the myrtle's shade and cassia's welled amain And birds made carol jubilant from every blossomed spray..? ? ? ? ? In wine, as the

glittering sunbeams bright, my heart's contentment is, That banishes hence, with various joys, all kinds of care and dole..? ? ? ? ? Between mine

eyes and wake ye have your dwelling-place, and thus My tears flow on unceasingly, my sighs know no relent..Then they betook themselves to two

boys affected to the [special] service of the king, who slept not but on their knee, (125) and they lay at his head, for that they were his pages of the

chamber, and gave them each a thousand dinars of gold, saying, 'We desire of you that ye do somewhat for us and take this gold as a provision

against your occasion.' Quoth the boys, 'What is it ye would have us do?' And the viziers answered, 'This Abou Temam hath marred our affairs for

us, and if his case abide on this wise, he will estrange us all from the king's favour; and what we desire of you is that, when ye are alone with the

king and he leaneth back, as he were asleep, one of you say to his fellow, "Verily, the king hath taken Abou Temam into his especial favour and

hath advanced him to high rank with him, yet is he a transgressor against the king's honour and an accursed one." Then let the other of you ask,

"And what is his transgression?" And the first make answer, "He outrageth the king's honour and saith, 'The King of Turkestan was used, whenas

one went to him to seek his daughter in marriage, to slay him; but me he spared, for that she took a liking to me, and by reason of this he sent her

hither, because she loved me.'" Then let his fellow say, "Knowest thou this for truth?" And the other reply, "By Allah, this is well known unto all

the folk, but, of their fear of the king, they dare not bespeak him thereof; and as often as the king is absent a-hunting or on a journey, Abou Temam

comes to her and is private with her."' And the boys answered, 'We will say this.'.?STORY OF THE SINGER AND THE DRUGGIST..Sindbad the

Sailor, The Seventh Voyage of, iii. 224..? ? ? ? ? So fell and fierce my stroke is, if on a mountain high It lit, though all of granite, right through its

midst 'twould shear..61. Musab ben ez Zubeir and Aaisheh his Wife dcxlix.When the morning morrowed and the folk came forth of the city, they

found a murdered man cast down in a corner of the burial-ground and seeing Bihkerd there, doubted not but it was he who had slain him; so they

laid hands on him and carried him up to the king and said to him, 'This fellow hath slain a man.' The king bade imprison him; [so they clapped him

in prison] and he fell a-saying in himself, what while he was in the prison, 'All that hath befallen me is of the abundance of my sins and my

tyranny, for, indeed, I have slain much people unrighteously and this is the requital of my deeds and that which I have wrought aforetime of

oppression.' As he was thus pondering in himself, there came a bird and lighted down on the coign of the prison, whereupon, of his much eagerness

in the chase, he took a stone and cast it at the bird..69. The Water-Carrier and the Goldsmith's Wife dcliv.O amir of justice, be kind to thy subjects,

iii. 24..Therewith the king was filled with wrath and said, "Bring him forthright," So they brought the youth before him, shackled, and the king said

to him, "Out on thee! Thou hast sinned a great sin and the time of thy life hath been long; (112) but needs must we put thee to death, for that there

is for us no ease in thy life after this," "O king," answered he, "know that I, by Allah, am guiltless, and by reason of this I hope for life, for that he

who is guiltless of offence goeth not in fear of punishment neither maketh great his mourning and his concern; but whoso hath sinned, needs must

his sin be expiated upon him, though his life be prolonged, and it shall overtake him, even as it overtook Dadbin the king and his vizier." "How was

that?" asked Azadbekht, and the youth said,.? ? ? ? ? Woe's me for one who burns for love and longing pain! Alas for the regrets my heart that rend
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and tear!.Presently, the king [of the city] was minded to go forth to his garden, (206) a-pleasuring, and bade the cook forego him thither and

appoint in his stead one who should dress meat for the king, so that, when he returned, he might find it ready. So the cook fell a-considering of

whom he should appoint and was bewildered concerning his affair. As he was on this wise, the old man came to him and seeing him perplexed how

he should do, said to him, 'Tell me what is in thy mind; belike, I may avail to relieve thee.' So he acquainted him with the king's wishes and he said,

'Have no care for this, but leave me one of the serving-men and go thou in peace and surety, for I will suffice thee of this.' So the cook departed

with the king, after he had brought the old man what he needed and left him a man of the guards..So Iblis drank off his cup, and when he had made

an end of his draught, he waved his hand to Tuhfeh, and putting off that which was upon him of clothes, delivered them to her. Amongst them was

a suit worth ten thousand dinars and a tray full of jewels worth a great sum of money. Then he filled again and gave the cup to his son Es Shisban,

who took it from his hand and kissing it, stood up and sat down again. Now there was before him a tray of roses; so he said to her 'O Tuhfeh sing

upon these roses.' Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and sang the following verses:.Poets, The Khalif Omar ben Abdulaziz and the, i. 45..?

? ? ? ? Tow'rds El Akil my journey I take; to visit him, The wastes in praise and safety I traverse, without fear,.? ? ? ? ? b, The Merchant's Wife and

the Parrot dcccclxxx.Now the king was leaning back; so he sat up and said, 'Tell me of this.' 'It is well,' answered the tither. 'I go to the man whom I

purpose to tithe and circumvent him and feign to be occupied with certain business, so that I seclude myself therewith from the folk; and

meanwhile the man is squeezed after the foulest fashion, till nothing is left him. Then I appear and they come in to me and questions befall

concerning him and I say, "Indeed, I was ordered worse than this, for some one (may God curse him!) hath slandered him to the king." Then I take

half of his good and return him the rest publicly before the folk and send him away to his house, in all honour and worship, and he causeth the

money returned to be carried before him, whilst he and all who are with him call down blessings on me. So is it published in the city that I have

returned him his money and he himself saith the like, so he may have a claim on me for the favour due to whoso praiseth me. Then I feign to forget

him till some time (242) hath passed over him, when I send for him and recall to him somewhat of that which hath befallen aforetime and demand

[of him] somewhat privily. So he doth this and hasteneth to his dwelling and sendeth what I bid him, with a glad heart. Then I send to another man,

between whom and the other is enmity, and lay hands upon him and feign to the first man that it is he who hath traduced him to the king and taken

the half of his good; and the people praise me.' (243).? ? ? ? ? The season of my presence is never at an end 'Mongst all their time in gladness and

solacement who spend,.? ? ? ? ? And when I long to look upon thy face, My life is perished with desire straightway..?STORY OF THE MAN

WHO WAS LAVISH OF HIS HOUSE AND HIS VICTUAL TO ONE WHOM HE KNEW NOT..So he carried her to a place wherein was

running water and setting her down on the ground, left her and went away, marvelling at her. After he left her, he found his camels, by her blessing,

and when he returned, King Kisra asked him, 'Hast thou found the camels?' ['Yes,' answered he] and acquainted him with the affair of the damsel

and set out to him her beauty and grace; whereupon the king's heart clave to her and he mounted with a few men and betook himself to that place,

where he found the damsel and was amazed at her, for that he saw her overpassing the description wherewith the camel-driver had described her to

him. So he accosted her and said to her, 'I am King Kisra, greatest of the kings. Wilt thou not have me to husband?' Quoth she, 'What wilt thou do

with me, O king, and I a woman abandoned in the desert?' And he answered, saying, 'Needs must this be, and if thou wilt not consent to me, I will

take up my sojourn here and devote myself to God's service and thine and worship Him with thee.'.? ? ? ? ? O hills of the sands and the rugged

piebald plain, Shall the bondman of love win ever free from pain!.Then she was silent, and when the king heard her speech and profited by that

which she said, he summoned up his reasoning faculties and cleansed his heart and caused his understanding revert [to the right way] and turned

[with repentance] to God the Most High and said in himself, "Since there befell the kings of the Chosroes more than that which hath befallen me,

never, whilst I abide [on life], shall I cease to blame myself [for that which I did in the slaughter of the daughters of the folk]. As for this Shehrzad,

her like is not found in the lands; so extolled be the perfection of Him who appointed her a means for the deliverance of His creatures from

slaughter and oppression!" Then he arose from his session and kissed her head, whereat she rejoiced with an exceeding joy, she and her sister

Dinarzad..18. The Thief and his Monkey clii.105. Ali Noureddin and the Frank King's Daughter dcccxxxi.? ? ? ? ? u. Prince Behram of Persia and

the Princess Ed Detma dxcvii.Meanwhile, when the thieves halted, one of them said to the others, 'Let us return and see;' and the captain said, 'This

thing is impossible of the dead: never heard we that they came to life on this wise. So let us return and take our good, for that the dead have no

occasion for good.' And they were divided in opinion as to returning: but [presently they came to a decision and] said, 'Indeed, our arms are gone

and we cannot avail against them and will not draw near the place where they are: only let one of us [go thither and] look at it, and if he hear no

sound of them, let him advertise us what we shall do.' So they agreed that they should send a man of them and assigned him [for this service] two

parts [of the booty]..Daughters, The Two Kings and the Vizier's, iii. 145..Ibn es Semmak and Er Reshid, i. 195..Noureddin fell to kissing his hand

and calling down blessings on him and said to him, "Know that I am a stranger in this your city and the completion of kindness is better than the

beginning thereof; wherefore I beseech thee of thy favour that thou complete to me thy good offices and kindness and bring me to the gate of the

city. So will thy beneficence be accomplished unto me and may God the Most High requite thee for me with good!" ["Fear not,"] answered Ahmed;

"no harm shall betide thee. Go; I will bear thee company till thou come to thy place of assurance." And he left him not till he brought him to the

gate of the city and said to him, "O youth, go in the safeguard of God and return not to the city; for, if they fall in with thee [again], they will make

an end of thee." Noureddin kissed his hand and going forth the city, gave not over walking till he came to a mosque that stood in one of the suburbs
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of Baghdad and entered therein with the night..Quoth Ishac, 'Indeed, this was of thy fair fortune. By Allah, I know not that which thou knowest in

this craft!' Then he arose and going to a chest, brought out therefrom striped clothes of great price, netted with jewels and great pearls, and said to

her, 'In the name of God, don these, O my lady Tuhfeh.' So she arose and donned those clothes and veiled herself and went up [with Ishac] to the

palace of the Khalifate, where he made her stand without, whilst he himself went in to the Commander of the Faithful (with whom was Jaafer the

Barmecide) and kissing the earth before him, said to him, 'O Commander of the Faithful, I have brought thee a damsel, never saw eyes her like for

excellence in singing and touching the lute; and her name is Tuhfeh." (186) 'And where,' asked Er Reshed, 'is this Tuhfeh, who hath not her like in

the world?' Quoth Ishac, 'Yonder she stands, O Commander of the Faithful;' and he acquainted the Khalif with her case from first to last. Then said

Er Reshid, 'It is a marvel to hear thee praise a slave-girl after this fashion. Admit her, so we may see her, for that the morning may not be

hidden.'.Draper's Wife, The Old Woman and the, ii. 55..33. Ali the Persian and the Kurd Sharper ccxciv.?STORY OF KHELBES AND HIS WIFE

AND THE LEARNED MAN..The old woman returned to the man and told him what the damsel said; and he lusted after her, by reason of her

beauty and her repentance; so he took her to wife, and when he went in to her, he loved her and she also loved him. On this wise they abode a great

while, till one day he questioned her of the cause of a mark (13) he espied on her body, and she said, 'I know nought thereof save that my mother

told me a marvellous thing concerning it.' 'What was that?' asked he, and she answered, 'She avouched that she gave birth to me one night of the

nights of the winter and despatched a hired man, who was with us, in quest of fire for her. He was absent a little while and presently returning, took

me and slit my belly and fled. When my mother saw this, affliction overcame her and compassion possessed her; so she sewed up my belly and

tended me till, by the ordinance of God (to whom belong might and majesty), the wound healed up.".As for his mother, Shah Khatoun, great was

her longing for her son and she [still] thought of him and news of him was cut off from her, wherefore her life was troubled and she forswore sleep

and could not make mention of him before King Caesar her husband. Now she had an eunuch who had come with her from the court of her uncle

King Suleiman Shah, and he was intelligent, quickwitted, a man of good counsel. So she took him apart one day and said to him, 'Thou hast been

my servant from my childhood to this day; canst thou not therefore avail to get me news of my son, for that I cannot speak of his matter?' 'O my

lady,' answered he, 'this is an affair that thou hast concealed from the first, and were thy son here, it would not be possible for thee to harbour him,

lest thine honour fall into suspicion with the king; for they would never credit thee, since the news hath been spread abroad that thy son was slain

by his uncle.' Quoth she, 'The case is even as thou sayst and thou speakest truly; but, provided I know that my son is alive, let him be in these parts

pasturing sheep and let me not see him nor he me.' And he said to her, 'How shall we contrive in this affair?' 'Here are my treasures and my wealth,'

answered she. 'Take all thou wilt and bring me my son or else news of him.'.? ? ? ? ? Desire hath left me wasted, afflicted, sore afraid, For the spy

knows the secret whereof I do complain..Then he bade lodge him near himself and was bountiful to him and took him apart and said to him,

'Expound to me the story of the phial and whence then knewest that the water therein was that of a man, and he a stranger and a Jew, and that his

ailment was indigestion?' ' It is well,' answered the weaver. ' Thou must know that we people of Persia are skilled in physiognomy (23) and I saw

the woman to be rosy-cheeked, blue-eyed and tall. Now these attributes belong to women who are enamoured of a man and are distraught for love

of him; (24) moreover, I saw her consumed [with anxiety]; wherefore I knew that the patient was her husband. As for his strangerhood, I observed

that the woman's attire differed from that of the people of the city, wherefore I knew that she was a stranger; and in the mouth of the phial I espied a

yellow rag, (25) whereby I knew that the patient was a Jew and she a Jewess. Moreover, she came to me on the first day [of the week]; (26) and it is

the Jews' custom to take pottages (27) and meats that have been dressed overnight (28) and eat them on the Sabbath day, (29) hot and cold, and

they exceed in eating; wherefore indigestion betideth them. On this wise I was directed and guessed that which thou hast heard.'.On the morrow

they (199) returned to their place, as of their wont, and betook themselves to eating and drinking and merry-making and sporting till the last of the

day, when Sindbad bade them hearken to his relation concerning his sixth voyage, the which (quoth he) is of the most extraordinary of pleasant

stories and the most startling [for that which it compriseth] of tribulations and disasters. Then said he,.The king marvelled, he and his company, and

praised God the Most High for that he had come thither; after which he turned to the eunuch and said to him, 'What is this youth thou hast with

thee?' 'O king,' answered he, 'this is the son of a nurse who belonged to us and we left him little. I saw him to-day and his mother said to me, 'Take

him with thee.' So I brought him with me, that he might be a servant to the king, for that he is an adroit and quickwitted youth.' Then the king fared

on, he and his company, and the eunuch and the youth with them, what while he questioned the former of Belehwan and his dealing with his

subjects, and he answered, saying, 'As thy head liveth, O king, the folk with him are in sore straits and not one of them desireth to look on him,

gentle or simple.'.Then said she to him, "O elder, I would fain drink." So he arose and brought her a gugglet of water; but she said to him, "Who

bade thee fetch that?" Quoth he, "Saidst thou not to me, 'I would fain drink'?" And she answered, "I want not this; nay, I want wine, the delight of

the soul, so haply, O elder, I may solace myself therewith." "God forbid," exclaimed the old man, "that wine should be drunk in my house, and I a

stranger in the land and a Muezzin and an imam, (32) who prayeth with the true-believers, and a servant of the house of the Lord of the Worlds!

"Quoth she, "Why wilt thou forbid me to drink thereof in thy house?" "Because," answered he, "it is unlawful." "O elder," rejoined she, "God hath

forbidden [the eating of] blood and carrion and hog's flesh. Tell me, are grapes and honey lawful or unlawful?" Quoth he, "They are lawful;" and

she said, "This is the juice of grapes and the water of honey." But he answered, "Leave this thy talk, for thou shall never drink wine in my house."

"O Sheikh," rejoined she, "folk eat and drink and enjoy themselves and we are of the number of the folk and God is very forgiving, clement." (33)
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Quoth he, "This is a thing that may not be." And she said, "Hast thou not heard what the poet saith ... ?" And she recited the following verses:.? ? ?

? ? o. The King's Son and the Merchant's Wife dccccxciii.God, Of Trust in, i. 114..Then, when it was night, she brought her to me, after she had

adorned her and perfumed her, and said to her, "Gainsay not this thy lord in aught that he shall seek of thee." When she came to bed with me, I said

in myself, "Verily, this damsel (216) is more generous than I!" Then I sent away the slave-girl and drew not nigh unto her, but arose forthright and

betaking myself to my wife, lay with her and did away her maidenhead. She straightway conceived by me and accomplishing the time of her

pregnancy, gave birth to this dear little daughter; in whom I rejoiced, for that she was lovely to the utterest, and she hath inherited her mother's wit

and her father's comeliness..? ? ? ? ? Beard of the old he-goat, the one-eyed, what shall be My saying of a knave, his fashion and degree?.His

hospitality pleased the Khalif and the goodliness of his fashion, and he said to him, "O youth, who art thou? Make me acquainted with thyself, so I

may requite thee thy kindness." But Aboulhusn smiled and said, "O my lord, far be it that what is past should recur and that I be in company with

thee at other than this time!" "Why so?" asked the Khalif. "And why wilt thou not acquaint me with thy case?" And Aboulhusn said, "Know, O my

lord, that my story is extraordinary and that there is a cause for this affair." Quoth the Khalif, "And what is the cause?" And he answered, "The

cause hath a tail." The Khalif laughed at his words and Aboulhusn said, "I will explain to thee this [saying] by the story of the lackpenny and the

cook. Know, O my lord, that.Then I bought of the best and finest of the produce and rarities of the country and all I had a mind to and a good

hackney (221) and we set out again and traversed the deserts from country to country till we came to Baghdad. Then I went in to the Khalif and

saluted him and kissed his hand; after which I acquainted him with all that had passed and that which had befallen me. He rejoiced in my

deliverance and thanked God the Most High; then he caused write my story in letters of gold and I betook myself to my house and foregathered

with my brethren and family. This, then," added Sindbad, "is the last of that which befell me in my travels, and praise be to God, the One, the

Creator, the Maker!".Officer's Story, The Twelfth, ii. 179..? ? ? ? ? Leave rhyming, madman that thou art, lest, bound upon the cross, Thou thy

presumption in the stead of abjectness repent..Then she sent to acquaint her father with this; whereupon the king called Abou Temam to him and

said to him, 'Thou camest not but to see my daughter. Why, then, hast thou not looked upon her?' Quoth Abou Temam, 'I saw everything.' And the

king said, 'Why didst thou not take somewhat of that which thou sawest of jewels and the like? For they were set for thee.' But he answered, 'It

behoveth me not to put out my hand to aught that is not mine.' When the king heard his speech, he gave him a sumptuous dress of honour and loved

him exceedingly and said to him, 'Come, look at this pit.' So Abou Temam went up [to the mouth of the pit] and looked, and behold, it was full of

heads of men; and the king said to him, 'These are the heads of ambassadors, whom I slew, for that I saw them without loyalty to their masters, and

I was used, whenas I saw an ambassador without breeding, (123) to say, "He who sent him is less of breeding than he, for that the messenger is the

tongue of him who sendeth him and his breeding is of his master's breeding; and whoso is on this wise, it befitteth not that he be akin to me." (124)

So, because of this, I used to put the messengers to death; but, as for thee, thou hast overcome us and won my daughter, of the excellence of thy

breeding; so be of good heart, for she is thy master's.' Then he sent him back to king Ilan Shah with presents and rarities and a letter, saying, 'This

that I have done is in honour of thee and of thine ambassador.'.? ? ? ? ? o. The King's Son and the Merchant's Wife dxci.The company marvelled at

the goodliness of his story and it pleased El Melik ez Zahir; and the prefect said, 'By Allah, this story is extraordinary!' Then came forward the

sixth officer and said to the company, 'Hear my story and that which befell me, to wit, that which befell such an one the assessor, for it is rarer than

this and stranger..? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.So she sent for him in private and said to him, 'I purpose to do thee a

service, so thou canst but keep a secret.' He promised her all that she desired and she discovered to him her secret in the matter of her daughter,

saying, 'I will marry thee to her and commit to thee the governance of her affair and make thee king and ruler over this city.' He thanked her and

promised to uphold all that she should order him, and she said to him, 'Go forth to such an one of the neighbouring provinces privily.' So he went

forth and on the morrow she made ready bales and gear and presents and bestowed on him a great matter, all of which they loaded on the backs of

camels..King's Son of Cashghar, Abdullah ben Nafi and the, ii. 195..Fifth Officer's Story, The, ii. 144..? ? ? ? ? Assemble, ye people of passion, I

pray; For the hour of our torment hath sounded to-day..As for Zubeideh, she went in to the Khalif and talked with him awhile; then she fell to

kissing him between the eyes and on his hand and asked him that which she had promised Sitt el Milah, saying, "O Commander of the Faithful, I

doubt me her lord is not found in this world; but, if she go about in quest of him and find him not, her hopes will be cut off and her mind will be set

at rest and she will sport and laugh; for that, what while she abideth in hope, she will never cease from her frowardness." And she gave not over

cajoling him till he gave Sitt el Milah leave to go forth and make search for her lord a month's space and ordered her an eunuch to attend her and

bade the paymaster [of the household] give her all she needed, were it a thousand dirhems a day or more. So the Lady Zubeideh arose and returning

to her palace, sent for Sitt el Milah and acquainted her with that which had passed [between herself and the Khalif]; whereupon she kissed her hand

and thanked her and called down blessings on her..There was once, in a province of Persia, a king of the kings, who was mighty of estate, endowed

with majesty and venerance and having troops and guards at his command; but he was childless. Towards the end of his life, his Lord vouchsafed

him a male child, and the boy grew up and was comely and learned all manner of knowledge. He made him a private place, to wit, a lofty palace,

builded with coloured marbles and [adorned with] jewels and paintings. When the prince entered the palace, he saw in its ceiling the picture [of a

woman], than whom he had never beheld a fairer of aspect, and she was compassed about with slave-girls; whereupon he fell down in a swoon and

became distraught for love of her. Then he sat under the picture, till, one day, his father came in to him and finding him wasted of body and
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changed of colour, by reason of his [continual] looking on that picture, thought that he was ill and sent for the sages and physicians, that they might

medicine him. Moreover, he said to one of his boon- companions, 'If thou canst learn what aileth my son, thou shalt have of me largesse.' So the

courtier went in to the prince and spoke him fair and cajoled him, till he confessed to him that his malady was caused by the picture. Then he

returned to the king and told him what ailed his son, whereupon he transported the prince to another palace and made his former lodging the

guest-house; and whosoever of the Arabs was entertained therein, he questioned of the picture, but none could give him tidings thereof..79. The

Devout Prince dclxiv.? ? ? ? ? Then was my heart by that which caused my agitation seared, And from mine eyelids still the tears poured down

without relent..Then said the prince to him, 'Make ready to go with me to my country.' So he made ready and went with the prince till he drew near

the frontiers of his father's kingdom, where the people received him with the utmost honour and sent to acquaint his father with his son's coming.

The king came out to meet him and they entreated the goldsmith with honour. The prince abode awhile with his father, then set out, [he and the

goldsmith] to return to the country of the fair one, the daughter of the King of Hind; but there met him robbers by the way and he fought the sorest

of battles and was slain. The goldsmith buried him and marked his grave (229) and returned, sorrowing and distraught to his own country, without

telling any of the prince's death..For the uses of food I was fashioned and made, ii. 223..Noureddin thanked him and they entered the

slave-merchant's house. When the people of the house saw Abou Nuwas, they rose to do him worship, for that which they knew of his station with

the Commander of the Faithful. Moreover, the slave-dealer himself came up to them with two chairs, and they seated themselves thereon. Then the

slave-merchant went into the house and returning with the slave-girl, as she were a willow-wand or a bamboo-cane, clad in a vest of damask silk

and tired with a black and white turban, the ends whereof fell down over her face, seated her on a chair of ebony; after which quoth he to those who

were present, "I will discover to you a face as it were a full moon breaking forth from under a cloud." And they said, "Do so." So he unveiled the

damsel's face and behold, she was like the shining sun, with comely shape and day-bright face and slender [waist and heavy] hips; brief, she was

endowed with elegance, the description whereof existeth not, [and was] even as saith of her the poet:.129. The King of the Island cccclxxix.As the

version of the sixth and seventh voyages of Sindbad the Sailor contained in (197) the Calcutta Edition (1814-18) of the first two hundred Nights

and in the text of the Voyages published by M. Langles (Paris, 1814) differs very materially from that of the complete Calcutta (1839-42) Edition

(198) (which is, in this case, practically identical with those of Boulac and Breslau), adopted by me as my standard text in the translation of "The

Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night," the story of the seventh voyage in particular turning upon an altogether different set of incidents,

related nearly as in the old version of M. Galland, I now give a translation of the text of the two voyages in question afforded by the Calcutta

(1814-18) Edition, corrected and completed by collation with that of M. Langles, from which it differs only in being slightly less full. It will be

observed that in this version of the story the name Sindbad is reserved for the Sailor, the porter being called Hindbad..Then she took leave of the

princess and veiling her face, disguised herself; (30) after which she mounted the mule and sallying forth, went round about seeking her lord in the

thoroughfares of Baghdad three days' space, but lit on no tidings of him; and on the fourth day, she rode forth without the city. Now it was the

noontide hour and great was the heat, and she was aweary and thirst waxed upon her. Presently, she came to the mosque, wherein the young

Damascene had taken shelter, and lighting down at the door, said to the old man, [the Muezzin], "O elder, hast thou a draught of cold water?

Indeed, I am overcome with heat and thirst." Quoth he, "[Come up] with me into my house." So he carried her up into his lodging and spreading

her [a carpet and cushions], seated her [thereon]; after which he brought her cold water and she drank and said to the eunuch, "Go thy ways with

the mule and on the morrow come back to me here." [So he went away] and she slept and rested herself..Then she came down from the tree and

rent her clothes and said, 'O villain, if these be thy dealings with me before my eyes, how dost thou when thou art absent from me?' Quoth he,

'What aileth thee?' and she said, 'I saw thee swive the woman before my very eyes.' 'Not so, by Allah!' cried he. 'But hold thy peace till I go up and

see.' So he climbed the tree and no sooner did he begin to do so than up came the lover [from his hiding-place] and taking the woman by the legs,

[fell to swiving her]. When the husband came to the top of the tree, he looked and beheld a man swiving his wife. So he said, 'O strumpet, what

doings are these?' And he made haste to come down from the tree to the ground; [but meanwhile the lover had returned to his hiding- place] and his

wife said to him, 'What sawest thou?' 'I saw a man swive thee,' answered he; and she said, 'Thou liest; thou sawest nought and sayst this but of

conjecture.'.164. The Merchant of Oman dccccxlvi.When the night darkened on her, she called him to mind and her heart clave to him and sleep

visited her not; and on this wise she abode days and nights, till she sickened and abstained from food. So her lord went in to her and said to her, "O

Sitt el Milah, how findest thou thyself?" "O my lord," answered she, "I am dead without recourse and I beseech thee to bring me my shroud, so I

may look on it before my death." Therewithal he went out from her, sore concerned for her, and betook himself to a friend of his, a draper, who had

been present on the day when the damsel was cried [for sale]. Quoth his friend to him, "Why do I see thee troubled?" And he answered, "Sitt el

Milah is at the point of death and these three days she hath neither eaten nor drunken. I questioned her to-day of her case and she said, 'O my lord,

buy me a shroud, so I may look on it before my death.'" Quoth the draper, "Methinks nought ails her but that she is enamoured of the young

Damascene and I counsel thee to mention his name to her and avouch to her that he hath foregathered with thee on her account and is desirous of

coming to thy house, so he may hear somewhat of her singing. If she say, 'I reck not of him, for there is that to do with me which distracteth me

from the Damascene and from other than he,' know that she saith sooth concerning her sickness; but, if she say to thee other than this, acquaint me

therewith.'".Quoth Selim to her, 'It is for thee to decide and excellent is that which thou counsellest; so let us do this, in the name of God the Most
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High, trusting in Him for grace and guidance.' So they arose and took the richest of their clothes and the lightest of that which was in their

treasuries of jewels and things of price and gathered together a great matter. Then they equipped them ten mules and hired them servants of other

than the people of the country; and Selim bade his sister Selma don man's apparel. Now she was the likest of all creatures to him, so that, [when she

was clad in man's attire,] the folk knew no difference between them, extolled be the perfection of Him who hath no like, there is no God but He!

Then he bade her mount a horse, whilst he himself bestrode another, and they set out, under cover of the night. None of their family nor of the

people of their house knew of them; so they fared on into the wide world of God and gave not over going night and day two months' space, at the

end of which time they came to a city on the sea-shore of the land of Mekran, by name Es Sherr, and it is the first city in Sind..Officer's Story, The

Fourteenth, ii. 183..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of Prince Seif el Mulouk and the Princess Bediya el Jemal dcclviii.? ? ? ? ? O skinker of the vine-juice, let the

cup 'twixt us go round, For in its drinking is my hope and all I hold most dear..? ? ? ? ? e. The Niggard and the Loaves of Bread dlxxx.On this wise,

O King Shah Bekht," continued the vizier, "is the issue of eagerness for [the goods of] the world and covetise of that which our knowledge

embraceth not; indeed, [whoso doth thus] shall perish and repent Nor, O king of the age, (added he) is this story more extraordinary than that of the

sharper and the merchants.".? ? ? ? ? Forbear thy verse-making, O thou that harbourest in the camp, Lest to the gleemen thou become a name of

wonderment..Then she drank three cups and filling the old man other three, sang the following verses:.After three days, the old woman came to him

and bringing him the [thousand dinars, the] price of the stuffs, demanded the casket. (122) When he saw her, he laid hold of her and carried her to

the prefect of the city; and when she came before the Cadi, he said to her, "O Sataness, did not thy first deed suffice thee, but thou must come a

second time?" Quoth she, "I am of those who seek their salvation (123) in the cities, and we foregather every month; and yesterday we

foregathered." "Canst thou [bring me to] lay hold of them?" asked the prefect; and she answered, "Yes; but, if thou wait till to-morrow, they will

have dispersed. So I will deliver them to thee to-night." Quoth he to her, "Go;" and she said, "Send with me one who shall go with me to them and

obey me in that which I shall say to him, and all that I bid him he shall give ear unto and obey me therein." So he gave her a company of men and

she took them and bringing them to a certain door, said to them, "Stand at this door, and whoso cometh out to you, lay hands on him; and I will

come out to you last of all." "Hearkening and obedience," answered they and stood at the door, whilst the old woman went in. They waited a long

while, even as the Sultan's deputy had bidden them, but none came out to them and their standing was prolonged. When they were weary of

waiting, they went up to the door and smote upon it heavily and violently, so that they came nigh to break the lock. Then one of them entered and

was absent a long while, but found nought; so he returned to his comrades and said to them,"This is the door of a passage, leading to such a street;

and indeed she laughed at you and left you and went away."When they heard his words, they returned to the Amir and acquainted him with the

case, whereby he knew that the old woman was a crafty trickstress and that she had laughed at them and cozened them and put a cheat on them, to

save herself. Consider, then, the cunning of this woman and that which she contrived of wiles, for all her lack of foresight in presenting herself [a

second time] to the draper and not apprehending that his conduct was but a trick; yet, when she found herself in danger, she straightway devised a

shift for her deliverance.'.97. The Woman who had a Boy and the other who had a Man to Lover dclxxxviii."O king," answered the youth, "I hope

for succour only from God, not from created beings: if He aid me, none can avail to harm me, and if He be with me and on my side, because of the

truth, who is it I shall fear, because of falsehood? Indeed, I have made my intent with God a pure and sincere intent and have severed my

expectation from the help of the creature; and whoso seeketh help [of God] findeth of his desire that which Bekhtzeman found." Quoth the king,

"Who was Bekhtzeman and what is his story?" "O king," replied the youth,.One night, when the night was half spent, as Selim and Selma sat

talking and devising with each other, they heard a noise below the house; so they looked out from a lattice that gave upon the gate of their father's

mansion and saw a man of goodly presence, whose clothes were hidden by a wide cloak, which covered him. He came up to the gate and laying

hold of the door-ring, gave a light knock; whereupon the door opened and out came their sister, with a lighted flambeau, and after her their mother,

who saluted the stranger and embraced him, saying, 'O beloved of my heart and light of mine eyes and fruit of mine entrails, enter.' So he entered

and shut the door, whilst Selim and Selma abode amazed..Then she turned to her father and said to him, 'Give ear unto that which I shall say to

thee.' Quoth he, 'Say on;' and she said, 'Take thy troops and go to him, for that, when he heareth this, he in his turn will levy his troops and come

forth to thee; wherepon do thou give him battle and prolong the fighting with him and make a show to him of weakness and giving way. Meantime,

I will practise a device for winning to Tuhfeh and delivering her, what while he is occupied with you in battle; and when my messenger cometh to

thee and giveth thee to know that I have gotten possession of Tuhfeh and that she is with me, do thou return upon Meimoun forthright and destroy

him, him and his hosts, and take him prisoner. But, if my device succeed not with him and we avail not to deliver Tuhfeh, he will assuredly go

about to slay her, without recourse, and regret for her will abide in our hearts.' Quoth Iblis, 'This is the right counsel,' and let call among the troops

to departure, whereupon an hundred thousand cavaliers, doughty men of war, joined themselves to him and set out for Meimoun's country..? ? ? ? ?

s. The House with the Belvedere dccccxcv.134. The Malice of Women dlxxviii.Now King Azadbekht's wife was big with child and the pains of

labour took her in the mountain; so they alighted at the mountain-foot, by a spring of water, and she gave birth to a boy as he were the moon.

Behrjaur his mother pulled off a gown of gold-inwoven brocade and wrapped the child therein, and they passed the night [in that place], what while

she gave him suck till the morning. Then said the king to her, "We are hampered by this child and cannot abide here nor can we carry him with us;

so methinks we were better leave him here and go, for Allah is able to send him one who shall take him and rear him." So they wept over him
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exceeding sore and left him beside the spring, wrapped in the gown of brocade: then they laid at his head a thousand dinars in a bag and mounting

their horses, departed, fleeing..It befell, after this, that a man was slain in Abou Sabir's village; wherefore the Sultan caused plunder the village, and

they plundered the headman's goods with the rest So his wife said to him, 'All the Sultan's officers know thee; so do thou prefer thy plaint to the

king, that he may cause thy beasts to be restored to thee.' But he said to her, 'O woman, said I not to thee that he who doth evil shall suffer it?

Indeed, the king hath done evil, and he shall suffer [the consequences of] his deed, for whoso taketh the goods of the folk, needs must his goods be

taken.' A man of his neighbours heard his speech, and he was an envier of his; so he went to the Sultan and acquainted him therewith, whereupon

he sent and plundered all [the rest of] his goods and drove him forth from the village, and his wife [and children] with him. So they went wandering

in the desert and his wife said to him, 'All that hath befallen us cometh of thy slothfulness in affairs and thy default.' But he said to her, 'Have

patience, for the issue of patience is good.'.Meanwhile, Queen Kemeriyeh and her company sailed on, without ceasing, till they came under the

palace wherein was Tuhfeh, to wit, that of Meimoun the Sworder; and by the ordinance of destiny, Tuhfeh herself was then sitting on the belvedere

of the palace, pondering the affair of Haroun er Reshid and her own and that which had befallen her and weeping for that she was doomed to

slaughter. She saw the ship and what was therein of those whom we have named, and they in mortal guise, and said, 'Alas, my sorrow for yonder

ship and the mortals that be therein!' As for Kemeriyeh and her company, when they drew near the palace, they strained their eyes and seeing

Tuhfeh sitting, said, 'Yonder sits Tuhfeh. May God not bereave [us] of her!' Then they moored their ship and making for the island, that lay over

against the palace, spread carpets and sat eating and drinking; whereupon quoth Tuhfeh, 'Welcome and fair welcome to yonder faces! These are my

kinswomen and I conjure thee by Allah, O Jemreh, that thou let me down to them, so I may sit with them awhile and make friends with them and

return.' Quoth Jemreh, 'I may on no wise do that.' And Tuhfeh wept. Then the folk brought out wine and drank, what while Kemeriyeh took the lute

and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? I'll lay Upon their threshold's dust my cheeks and to my soul,.?STORY OF THE KING OF HIND AND

HIS VIZIER.."When I returned from my fifth voyage, I gave myself up to eating and drinking and passed my time in solace and delight and forgot

that which I had suffered of stresses and afflictions, nor was it long before the thought of travel again presented itself to my mind and my soul

hankered after the sea. So I brought out the goods and binding up the bales, departed from Baghdad, [intending] for certain of the lands, and came

to the sea-coast, where I embarked in a stout ship, in company with a number of other merchants of like mind with myself, and we [set out and]

sailed till we came among certain distant islands and found ourselves in difficult and dangerous case..Now it befell, by the ordinance of God the

Most High and His providence, that Caesar, king of the Greeks, the husband of Melik Shah's mother Shah Khatoun, [went forth to the chase that

day]. He started a head of game, he and his company, and chased it, till they came up with it by that pit, whereupon one of them lighted down from

his horse, to slaughter it, hard by the mouth of the pit. He heard a sound of low moaning from the bottom of the pit} so he arose and mounting his

horse, waited till the troops were assembled. Then he acquainted the king with this and he bade one of his servants [descend into the pit]. So the

man descended and brought out the youth [and the eunuch], aswoon..Presently, the mother of the two boys, finding that they tarried from her, went

searching for them, till she came to the ship and fell to saying, 'Who hath seen two boys of mine? Their fashion is thus and thus and their age thus

and thus.' When they heard her words, they said, 'This is the description of the two boys who were drowned in the sea but now.' Their mother heard

and fell to calling on them and saying, 'Alas, my anguish for your loss, O my sons! Where was the eye of your father this day, that it might have

seen you?' Then one of the crew questioned her, saying, 'Whose wife art thou?' And she answered, 'I am the wife of such an one the merchant. I

was on my way to him, and there hath befallen me this calamity.' When the merchant heard her speech, he knew her and rising to his feet, rent his

clothes and buffeted his head and said to his wife, 'By Allah, I have destroyed my children with mine own hand! This is the end of whoso looketh

not to the issues of affairs.' Then he fell a-wailing and weeping over them, he and his wife, and he said, 'By Allah, I shall have no ease of my life,

till I light upon news of them!' And he betook himself to going round about the sea, in quest of them, but found them not..? ? ? ? ? m. The

Thirteenth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.? ? ? ? ? But deemed yourself secure from every changing chance Nor recked the ebb and flow of Fortune's

treacherous tide..?THE FIFTH OFFICER'S STORY..Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The, iii. 224..When the Baghdadis saw this succour

that had betided them against their enemies [and the victory that El Abbas had gotten them], they turned back and gathering together the spoils [of

the defeated host], arms and treasures and horses, returned to Baghdad, victorious, and all by the valour of El Abbas. As for Saad, he foregathered

with the prince, and they fared on in company till they came to the place where El Abbas had taken horse, whereupon the latter dismounted from

his charger and Saad said to him, "O youth, wherefore alightest thou in other than thy place? Indeed, thy due is incumbent upon us and upon our

Sultan; so go thou with us to the dwellings, that we may ransom thee with our souls." "O Amir Saad," replied El Abbas, "from this place I took

horse with thee and herein is my lodging. So, God on thee, name me not to the king, but make as if thou hadst never seen me, for that I am a

stranger in the land.".When her master heard this, his reason fled for joy and he went to his friend the draper and said to him, "Thou wast right in

the matter of the damsel, for that she is enamoured of the young Damascene; so how shall I do?" Quoth the other, "Go to the bazaar and when thou

seest him, salute him and say to him, 'Indeed, thy departure the other day, without accomplishing thine occasion, was grievous to me; so, if thou be

still minded to buy the girl, I will abate thee an hundred dinars of that which thou badest for her, by way of hospitable entreatment of thee and

making myself agreeable to thee; for that thou art a stranger in our land.' If he say to thee, 'I have no desire for her' and hold off from thee, know

that he will not buy; in which case, let me know, so I may contrive thee another device; and if he say to thee other than this, conceal not from me
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aught..133. The City of Brass dlxvi.? ? ? ? ? Who letteth us or hind'reth our way, I spring on him, As springeth lynx or panther upon the frighted

deer;.? ? ? ? ? Alack, my grief! Thou wast, indeed, grown absent from my yiew, Yet art the apple of mine eye nor couldst from me divide..Here

they halted and took up their lodging with the old man, who questioned the husband of his case and that of his brother and the reason of their

journey, and he said, 'I purpose to go with my brother, this sick man, to the holy woman, her whose prayers are answered, so she may pray for him

and God may make him whole by the blessing of her prayers.' Quoth the villager, 'By Allah, my son is in a parlous plight for sickness and we have

heard that the holy woman prayeth for the sick and they are made whole. Indeed, the folk counsel me to carry him to her, and behold, I will go in

company with you. And they said, 'It is well.' So they passed the night in that intent and on the morrow they set out for the dwelling of the holy

woman, this one carrying his son and that his brother..Presently, it chanced that an enemy attacked King Khedidan; so he sent out his troops to him

and made Bekhtzeman head of the army. Then they went forth to the field and Khedidan also came forth and ranged his troops and took the spear

and sallied out in person and fought a sore battle and overcame his enemy, who fled, he and his troops, ignominiously. When the king and his army

returned in triumph, Bekhtzeman said to him, 'Harkye, O king! Meseemeth this is a strange thing of thee that thou art compassed about with this

vast army, yet dost thou apply thyself in person to battle and adventurest thyself.' Quoth the king, 'Dost thou call thyself a cavalier and a man of

learning and deemest that victory is in abundance of troops?' 'Ay,' answered Bekhtzeman; 'that is indeed my belief.' And Khedidan said, 'By Allah,

then, thou errest in this thy belief! Woe and again woe to him whose trust is in other than God! Indeed, this army is appointed only for adornment

and majesty, and victory is from God alone. I too, O Bekhtzeman, believed aforetime that victory was in the multitude of men, and an enemy came

out against me with eight hundred men, whilst I had eight hundred thousand. I trusted in the number of my troops, whilst mine enemy trusted in

God; so he defeated me and routed me and I was put to a shameful flight and hid myself in one of the mountains, where I met with a recluse, [who

had] withdrawn [himself from the world]. So I joined myself to him and complained to him of my case and acquainted him with all that had

befallen me. Quoth he, "Knowest thou why this befell thee and thou wast defeated?" "I know not," answered I, and he said, "Because thou puttest

thy trust in the multitude of thy troops and reliedst not upon God the Most High. Hadst thou put thy trust in God and believed in Him that it is He

[alone] who advantageth and endamageth thee, thine enemy had not availed to cope with thee. Return unto God." So I returned to myself and

repented at the hands of the solitary, who said to me, "Turn back with what remaineth to thee of troops and confront thine enemies, for, if their

intents be changed from God, thou wilt overcome them, wert thou alone." When I heard these words, I put my trust in God the Most High, and

gathering together those who remained with me, fell upon mine enemies at unawares in the night. They deemed us many and fled on the

shamefullest wise, whereupon I entered my city and repossessed myself of my place by the might of God the Most High, and now I fight not but

[trusting] in His aid.'.? ? ? ? ? c. The King who knew the Quintessence of Things dcccxci.14. Khelif the Fisherman (227) cccxxi.? ? ? ? ? And

dromedaries, too, of price and goodly steeds and swift Of many a noble breed, yet found no favour in my eyne!"
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