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Then he lighted him three candles and three lamps and spreading the drinking-cloth, brought clarified wine, limpid, old and fragrant, the scent
whereof was as that of virgin musk. He filled the first cup and saying, "O my boon-companion, by thy leave, be ceremony laid aside between us! I
am thy slave; may I not be afflicted with thy loss!" drank it off and filled a second cup, which he handed to the Khalif, with a reverence. His
fashion pleased the Khalif and the goodliness of his speech and he said in himself, "By Allah, I will assuredly requite him for this!" Then
Aboulhusn filled the cup again and handed it to the Khalif, reciting the following verses:.So the friend turned to the sharper and said to him, 'O my
lord, O such an one, thou goest under a delusion. The purse is with me, for it was with me that thou depositedst it, and this elder is innocent of it.'
But the sharper answered him with impatience and impetuosity, saying, 'Extolled be the perfection of God! As for the purse that is with thee, O
noble and trusty man, I know that it is in the warrant of God and my heart is at ease concerning it, for that it is with thee as it were with me; but I
began by demanding that which I deposited with this man, of my knowledge that he coveteth the folk's good.' At this the friend was confounded
and put to silence and returned not an answer; [and the] only [result of his interference was that] each of them (52) paid a thousand dinars..Now I
was drunken and my clothes were drenched with the blood; and as I passed along the road, I met a thief. When he saw me, he knew me and said to
me, "Harkye, such an one!" "Well?" answered I, and he said, "What is that thou hast with thee?" So I acquainted him with the case and he took the
head from me. Then we went on till we came to the river, where he washed the head and considering it straitly, said, "By Allah, this is my brother,
my father's son. and he used to spunge upon the folk." Then he threw the head into the river. As for me, I was like a dead man [for fear]; but he said
to me, "Fear not neither grieve, for thou art quit of my brother's blood.".The Seventh Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? Haste not to that thou dost desire,
for haste is still unblest; Be merciful to men, as thou on mercy reckonest;.Now there was a man of the kinsfolk of the Khalif [Haroun er Reshid], by
name Abdulmelik ben Salih ben Ali ben Abdallah ben el Abbas, (148) who was great of gravity and piety and decorousness, and Er Reshid was
used instantly to require of him that he should keep him company in his carousals and drink with him and had proffered him, to this end, riches
galore, but he still refused. It chanced that this Abdulmelik es Salih came to the door of Jaafer ben Yehya, that he might bespeak him of certain
occasions of his, and the chamberlain, doubting not but he was the Abdulmelik ben Salih aforesaid, whom Jaafer had charged him admit and that
he should suffer none but him to enter, allowed him to go in to his master..? ? ? ? ? c. Abou Sabir ccccxlviii.? ? ? ? ? e. Story of the Portress
lxvii.King Shehriyar marvelled at these things and Shehrzad said to him, "Thou marvelledst at that which befell thee on the part of women; yet hath
there befallen the kings of the Chosroes before thee what was more grievous than that which befell thee, and indeed I have set forth unto thee that
which betided khalifs and kings and others than they with their women, but the exposition is long and hearkening groweth tedious, and in this [that
I have already told thee] is sufficiency for the man of understanding and admonishment for the wise.".? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Voyage of Sindbad the
Sailor.Then said he to Aboulhusn, "Praised be God who hath done away from thee that which irked thee and that I see thee in weal!" And
Aboulhusn said, "Never again will I take thee to boon-companion or sitting-mate; for the byword saith, 'Whoso stumbleth on a stone and returneth
thereto, blame and reproach be upon him.' And thou, O my brother, nevermore will I entertain thee nor use companionship with thee, for that I have
not found thy commerce propitious to me." (32) But the Khalif blandished him and conjured him, redoubling words upon him with "Verily, I am
thy guest; reject not the guest," till Aboulhusn took him and [carrying him home], brought him into the saloon and set food before him and friendly
entreated him in speech. Then he told him all that had befallen him, whilst the Khalif was like to die of hidden laughter; after which Aboulhusn
removed the tray of food and bringing the wine-tray, filled a cup and emptied it out three times, then gave it to the Khalif, saying, "O
boon-companion mine, I am thy slave and let not that which I am about to say irk thee, and be thou not vexed, neither do thou vex me." And he
recited these verses:.One day, I changed my clothes and putting money in my sleeve, sallied forth to explore the holes and corners of this city, and
as I was going about, I saw a handsome house. Its goodliness pleased me; so I stood looking on it, and behold, a lovely woman [at the lattice].
When she saw me, she made haste and descended, whilst I abode confounded. Then I betook myself to a tailor there and questioned him of the
house and to whom it belonged. Quoth he, "It belongeth to such an one the notary, may God curse him!" "Is he her father?" asked I; [and he
replied, "Yes."] So I repaired in haste to a man, with whom I had been used to deposit my goods for sale, and told him that I desired to gain access
to such an one the notary. Accordingly he assembled his friends and we betook ourselves to the notary's house. When we came in to him, we
saluted him and sat with him, and I said to him, "I come to thee as a suitor, desiring the hand of thy daughter in marriage." Quoth he, "I have no
daughter befitting this man." And I rejoined, "God aid thee! My desire is for thee and not for her." (213) But he still refused and his friends said to
him, "This is an honourable man and thine equal in estate, and it is not lawful to thee that thou hinder the girl of her fortune." Quoth he to them,
"Verily, my daughter whom ye seek is passing foul-favoured and in her are all blameworthy qualities." And I said, "I accept her, though she be as
thou sayest." Then said the folk, "Extolled be the perfection of God! A truce to talk! [The thing is settled;] so say the word, how much wilt thou
have [to her dowry]?" Quoth he, "I must have four thousand dinars." And I said, "Hearkening and obedience.".The king approved her speech and
bestowed on her a dress of honour and gave her magnificent gifts; after which, for that his choice had fallen upon his younger son, Melik Shah, he
married her with him and made him his heir apparent and caused the folk swear fealty to him. When this came to the knowledge of his brother
Belehwan and he was ware that his younger brother had been preferred over him, his breast was straitened and the affair was grievous to him and
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envy entered into him and rancour; but he concealed this in his heart, whilst fire raged therein because of the damsel and the kingship..? ? ? ? ? A
sun of beauty she appears to all who look on her, Glorious in arch and amorous grace, with coyness beautified;.Now this letter was written with
ultramarine upon the skin of the hog-deer, the which is goodlier than parchment or paper and inclineth unto yellow, and was to the following effect:
'From the King of Hind, before whom are a thousand elephants and on the battlements of his palace a thousand jewels, [to the Khalif Haroun er
Reshid, greeting]. To proceed: (209) we send thee some small matter of presents, which do thou accept and be to us as a brother and a friend, for
that the love of thee aboundeth in our heart and we would have thee to know that we look to thee for an answer. Indeed, we are sharers with thee in
love and fear, ceasing (210) never to do thee honour; and for a beginning, we send thee the Book of the Quintessence of Balms and a present after
the measure of that which is fallen to our lot. Indeed, this is unworthy of thy rank, but we beseech thee, O brother, to favour us by accepting it, and
peace be on thee!'.Then he girt his middle with a handkerchief and entering, saluted the young merchant, who said to him, 'Where hast thou been?'
Quoth he, 'I have done thine errands;' and the youth said, 'Go and eat and come hither and drink.' So he went away, as he bade him, and ate. Then
he washed and returning to the saloon, sat down on the carpet and fell to talking with them; whereupon the young merchant's heart was comforted
and his breast dilated and he addressed himself to joyance. They abode in the most delightsome life and the most abounding pleasance till a third
part of the night was past, when the master of the house arose and spreading them a bed, invited them to lie down. So they lay down and the youth
abode on wake, pondering their affair, till daybreak, when the woman awoke and said to her companion, 'I wish to go.' So he bade her farewell and
she departed; whereupon the master of the house followed her with a purse of money and gave it to her, saying, 'Blame not my master,' and made
his excuse to her for the young merchant..? ? ? ? ? Then came I after them, desiring thee, with me No second save my sword, my falchion keen and
bright..When the king heard this, he bowed [his head] in amazement and perplexity and sinking into a seat, clutched at his beard and shook it, till
he came nigh to pluck it out. Then he arose forthright and laid hands on the youth and clapped him in prison. Moreover, he took the eunuch also
and cast them both into an underground dungeon in his house, after which he went in to Shah Khatoun and said to her, 'Thou hast done well, by
Allah, O daughter of nobles, O thou whom kings sought in marriage, for the excellence of thy repute and the goodliness of the reports of thee! How
fair is thy semblance! May God curse her whose inward is the contrary of her outward, after the likeness of thy base favour, whose outward is
comely and its inward foul, fair face and foul deeds! Verily, I mean to make of thee and of yonder good-for-nought an example among the folk, for
that thou sentest not thine eunuch but of intent on his account, so that he took him and brought him into my house and thou hast trampled my head
with him; and this is none other than exceeding hardihood; but thou shall see what I will do with you.'.When Hafizeh had made an end of her song,
El Abbas said to her, "Well done! Indeed, thou quickenest hearts from sorrows." Then he called another damsel of the daughters of the Medes, by
name Merjaneh, and said to her, "O Merjaneh, sing to me upon the days of separation." "Hearkening and obedience," answered she and
improvising, sang the following verses:.May the place of my session ne'er lack thee! Oh, why, iii. 118.? ? ? ? ? How presents in great store thou
didst refuse and eke The givers, great and small, with flouting didst requite..? ? ? ? ? Or if to me "I'm absent" thou sayest, "'Tis a lie," My heart
replies, bewildered 'twixt doubt and certainty..41. Ali Shar and Zumurrud cccvii.Lackpenny and the Cook, The, i. 9..First Officer's Story, The, ii.
122..Awaken, O ye sleepers all, and profit, whilst it's here, ii. 234..96. Ali ben Tahir and the Girl Mounis dclxxxviii.When the king heard this story,
he said, "How like is this to our own case!" Then he bade the vizier retire to his lodging; so he withdrew to his house and on the morrow he abode
at home [till the king should summon him to his presence.]."Except," continued the Khalif, "he were the enemy of God, he had wished for her in
this world, so he might after [repent and] return to righteous dealing. By Allah, he shall not come in to me! Who is at the door other than he?"
Quoth Adi, "Jemil ben Mamer el Udhri (51) is at the door;" and Omar said, "It is he who says in one of his odes" ... [And he recited the
following:].So Aamir took the water-skin and made for the water; but, when he came to the well, behold, two young men with gazelles, and when
they saw him, they said to him, "Whither wilt thou, O youth, and of which of the Arabs art thou?" "Harkye, lads," answered he, "fill me my
water-skin, for that I am a stranger man and a wayfarer and I have a comrade who awaiteth me." Quoth they, "Thou art no wayfarer, but a spy from
El Akil's camp." Then they took him and carried him to [their king] Zuheir ben Shebib; and when he came before him, he said to him, "Of which of
the Arabs art thou?" Quoth Aamir, "I am a wayfarer." And Zuheir said, "Whence comest thou and whither wilt thou?" "I am on my way to Akil,"
answered Aamir. When he named Akil, those who were present were agitated; but Zuheir signed to them with his eyes and said to him, "What is
thine errand with Akil?" Quoth he, "We would fain see him, my friend and I.".'I was aforetime in such a city and hid a thousand dirhems in a
monastery there. After awhile, I went thither and taking the money, bound it about my middle. [Then I set out to return] and when I came to the
desert, the carrying of the money was burdensome to me. Presently, I espied a horseman pricking after me; so I [waited till he came up and] said to
him, "O horseman, carry this money [for me] and earn reward and recompense [from God]." "Nay," answered he; "I will not do it, for I should
weary myself and weary my horse." Then he went on, but, before he had gone far, he said in himself, "If I take up the money and spur my horse
and forego him, how shall he overtake me?" And I also said in myself, "Verily, I erred [in asking him to carry the money]; for, had he taken it and
made off, I could have done nought." Then he turned back to me and said to me, "Hand over the money, that I may carry it for thee." But I
answered him, saying, "That which hath occurred to thy mind hath occurred to mine also; so go in peace."'.Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The
Sixth, iii. 203.."There was once a merchant named Abou Temam, and he was a man of understanding and good breeding, quick-witted and truthful
in all his affairs, and he had wealth galore. Now there was in his land an unjust king and a jealous, and Abou Temam feared for his wealth from this
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king and said, 'I will remove hence to another place where I shall not be in fear.' So he made for the city of Ilan Shah and built himself a palace
therein and transporting his wealth thither, took up his abode there. Presently, the news of him reached King Ilan Shah; so he sent to bid him to his
presence and said to him, 'We know of thy coming to us and thine entry under our allegiance, and indeed we have heard of thine excellence and wit
and generosity; so welcome to thee and fair welcome! The land is thy land and at thy commandment, and whatsoever occasion thou hast unto us, it
is [already] accomplished unto thee; and it behoveth that thou be near our person and of our assembly.' Abou Temam prostrated himself to the king
and said to him, 'O king, I will serve thee with my wealth and my life, but do thou excuse me from nearness unto thee, for that, [if I took service
about thy person], I should not be safe from enemies and enviers.' Then he addressed himself to serve the king with presents and largesses, and the
king saw him to be intelligent, well-bred and of good counsel; so he committed to him the ordinance of his affairs and in his hand was the power to
bind and loose..When Tuhfeh heard this, it was grievous to her and she wept sore; whereupon quoth the head to her, 'The relief of God the Most
High is near at hand; but now let me hear somewhat of thy speech.' So she took the lute and sang three songs, weeping the while. 'By Allah,' said
the head, 'thou hast been bountiful to me, may God be with thee!' Then it disappeared and the season of sundown came. So she arose [and betook
herself] to her place [in the hall]; whereupon the candles rose up from under the earth and kindled themselves. Then the kings of the Jinn appeared
and saluted her and kissed her hands and she saluted them. Presently, up came Kemeriyeh and her three sisters and saluted Tuhfeh and sat down;
whereupon the tables were brought and they ate. Then the tables were removed and there came the wine-tray and the drinking-service. So Tuhfeh
took the lute and one of the three queens filled the cup and signed to Tuhfeh [to sing]. Now she had in her hand a violet; so Tuhfeh sang the
following verses:.? ? ? ? ? He shot me with the shafts of looks launched from an eyebrow's (138) bow; A chamberlain (139) betwixt his eyes hath
driven me to despair..Woman of the Barmecides, Haroun er Reshid and the, i. 57..? ? ? ? ? Those who our parting plotted our sev'rance still
delights; The spies, for fearful prudence, their wish of us attain..Then the king sent for the captain of the thieves and bestowed on him a dress of
honour, (142) commanding that all who loved the king should put off [their raiment and cast it] upon him. (143) So there fell dresses of honour
[and other presents] on him, till he was wearied with their much plenty, and Azadbekht invested him with the mastership of the police of his city.
Then he bade set up other nine gibbets beside the first and said to his son, "Thou art guiltless, and yet these wicked viziers endeavoured for thy
slaughter." "O my father," answered the prince, "I had no fault [in their eyes] but that I was a loyal counsellor to thee and still kept watch over thy
good and withheld their hands from thy treasuries; wherefore they were jealous and envied me and plotted against me and sought to slay me,"
Quoth the king, "The time [of retribution] is at hand, O my son; but what deemest thou we should do with them in requital of that which they did
with thee? For that they have endeavoured for thy slaughter and exposed thee to public ignominy and soiled my honour among the kings.".It befell
one day that the king had occasion to make a journey; so he called his Vizier Kardan and said to him, 'I have a trust to commit to thy care, and it is
yonder damsel, my wife, the daughter of the Vizier [Zourkhan], and I desire that thou keep her and guard her thyself, for that there is not in the
world aught dearer to me than she.' Quoth Kardan in himself, 'Of a truth, the king honoureth me with an exceeding honour [in entrusting me] with
this damsel.' And he answered 'With all my heart.'.Fuller and his Wife, The, i. 261..Journeyman and the Girl, The, ii. 17..As for Zubeideh, she went
in to the Khalif and talked with him awhile; then she fell to kissing him between the eyes and on his hand and asked him that which she had
promised Sitt el Milah, saying, "O Commander of the Faithful, I doubt me her lord is not found in this world; but, if she go about in quest of him
and find him not, her hopes will be cut off and her mind will be set at rest and she will sport and laugh; for that, what while she abideth in hope, she
will never cease from her frowardness." And she gave not over cajoling him till he gave Sitt el Milah leave to go forth and make search for her lord
a month's space and ordered her an eunuch to attend her and bade the paymaster [of the household] give her all she needed, were it a thousand
dirhems a day or more. So the Lady Zubeideh arose and returning to her palace, sent for Sitt el Milah and acquainted her with that which had
passed [between herself and the Khalif]; whereupon she kissed her hand and thanked her and called down blessings on her..Poets, The Khalif Omar
ben Abdulaziz and the, i. 45..Then the two kings appointed their father-in-law the vizier to be viceroy in Samarcand and assigned him five of the
chief amirs to accompany him, charging them attend him and do him service. The vizier kissed the earth and prayed that they might be vouchsafed
length of life. Then he went in to his daughters, whilst the eunuchs and ushers walked before him, and saluted them and bade them farewell. They
kissed his hands and gave him joy of the kingship and bestowed on him treasures galore. Then he took leave of them and setting out, journeyed
days and nights till he came within three days' journey of Samarcand, where the townspeople met him and rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy.
So he entered Samarcand and they decorated the city, and it was a notable day. He sat down on the throne of his kingship and the viziers did him
homage and the grandees and amirs of Samarcand and prayed that he might be vouchsafed justice and victory and length of continuance [on life].
So he bestowed on them dresses of honour and entreated them with worship and they made him Sultan over them..Quoth the king, 'Verily, thou
makest me long to see him. Canst thou not bring us together?' 'With all my heart,' answered the husbandman, and the king sat with him till he had
made an end of his tillage, when he carried him to his dwelling-place and brought him in company with the other stranger, aud behold, it was his
vizier. When they saw each other, they wept and embraced, and the husbandman wept for their weeping; but the king concealed their affair and
said to him, 'This is a man from my country and he is as my brother.' So they abode with the husbandman and helped him for a wage, wherewith
they supported themselves a long while. Meanwhile, they sought news of their country and learned that which its people suffered of straitness and
oppression..? ? ? ? ? h. The Thief and the Woman dcccxcix.So the old woman returned to the lover and said to him, "I have skilfully contrived the
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affair for thee with her; [and now it behoveth us to amend that we have marred]. So go now and sit with the draper and bespeak him of the
turban-cloth, [saying, 'The turban-cloth I bought of thee I chanced to burn in two places; so I gave it to a certain old woman, to get mended, and she
took it and went away, and I know not her dwelling-place.'] When thou seest me pass by, rise and lay hold of me [and demand of me the
turban-cloth], to the intent that I may amend her case with her husband and that thou mayst be even with her." So he repaired to the draper's shop
and sat down by him and said to him, "Thou knowest the turban-cloth I bought of thee?" "Yes," answered the draper, and the other said, "Knowest
thou what is come of it?" "No," replied the husband, and the youth said, "After I bought it of thee, I fumigated myself (58) and it befell that the
turban-cloth was burnt in two places. So I gave it to a woman, whose son, they said, was a fine-drawer, and she took it and went away with it; and I
know not her abiding-place." When the draper heard this, he misdoubted him [of having wrongly suspected his wife] and marvelled at the story of
the turban-cloth, and his mind was set at ease concerning her..? ? ? ? ? v. The House with the Belvedere dxcviii.? ? ? ? ? Ye are the pleasaunce of
my soul; or present though you be Or absent from me, still my heart and thought with you remain..As for the Khalif, he swooned away for laughing
and said, "O Aboulhusn, thou wilt never cease to be a wag and do rarities and oddities!" Quoth he, "O Commander of the Faithful, I played off this
trick, for that the money was exhausted, which thou gavest me, and I was ashamed to ask of thee again. When I was single, I could never keep
money; but since thou marriedst me to this damsel here, if I possessed thy wealth, I should make an end of it. So, when all that was in my hand was
spent, I wrought this trick, so I might get of thee the hundred dinars and the piece of silk; and all this is an alms from our lord. But now make haste
to give me the thousand dinars and quit thee of thine oath.".?THE SEVENTH OFFICER'S STORY..Calcutta (1814-18) Text.."He shall not come in
to me. Who is at the door, other than he?" "El Akhtel et Teghlibi," (56) answered Adi; and Omar said, "He is the unbeliever who says in his verse
..." [And he repeated the following:].? ? ? ? ? Since thou hast looked on her, mine eye, be easy, for by God Nor mote nor ailment needst thou fear
nor evil accident..Queen Es Shubha rejoiced in this with an exceeding delight and said, 'Well done! By Allah, there is none surpasseth thee.' Tuhfeh
kissed the earth, then returned to her place and improvised on the tuberose, saying:.? ? ? ? ? No sin is there in drinking of wine, for it affords All
that's foretold (117) of union and love and happy cheer..Quoth Shefikeh, "My mistress hath occasion for thee; so come thou with me and I will
engage to restore thee to thy dwelling in weal and safety." But the nurse answered, saying, "Indeed, her palace is become forbidden (103) to me and
never again will I enter therein, for that God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) of His favour and bounty hath rendered me
independent of her." So Shefikeh returned to her mistress and acquainted her with the nurse's words and that wherein she was of affluence;
whereupon Mariyeh confessed the unseemliness of her dealing with her and repented, whenas repentance profited her not; and she abode in that her
case days and nights, whilst the fire of longing flamed in her heart..? ? ? ? ? What had it irked them, had they'd ta'en farewell of him they've left
Lone, whilst estrangement's fires within his entrails rage amain?.When the king heard this story, he was fortified in his resolve to spare the vizier
and to leave haste in an affair whereof he was not assured; so he comforted him and bade him withdraw to his lodging..? ? ? ? ? The earth is my
birth-place, indeed; but my place Of abidance is still in the cheeks of the fair..So the notary went up to the lieutenant, who was among the
witnesses, and said "It is well. Is she not such an one whose marriage contract we drew up in such a place?" Then he betook himself to the woman's
house and cried out upon her; whereupon she brought him the [forged] contract and he took it and returned with it to the lieutenant of police. When
the latter had taken cognizance [of the document and professed himself satisfied, the assessor] said [to the notary,] "Go to our lord and master, the
Cadi of the Cadis, and acquaint him with that which befalleth his assessors." The notary rose to go, but the lieutenant of police feared [for himself]
and was profuse in beseeching the assessor and kissing his hands, till he forgave him; whereupon the lieutenant went away in the utterest of
concern and affright. On this wise the assessor ordered the case and carried out the forgery and feigned marriage with the woman; [and thus was
calamity warded off from him] by the excellence of his contrivance." (121).? ? ? ? ? The curtain of delight, perforce, we've lifted through the friend,
(143) For tidings of great joy, indeed, there came to us of late..130. Abulhusn ed Durraj and Abou Jaafer the Leper cccclxxxi.?Story of Ilan Shah
and Abou Teman..16. The Fox and the Crow cl.The old woman went out, running, whilst the Khalif and Mesrour laughed, and gave not over
running till she came into the street. Aboulhusn saw her and knowing her, said to his wife, "O Nuzhet el Fuad, meseemeth the Lady Zubeideh hath
sent to us to see who is dead and hath not given credence to Mesrour's report of thy death; so she hath despatched the old woman, her stewardess,
to discover the truth; wherefore it behoveth me to be dead in my turn, for the sake of thy credit with the Lady Zubeideh." Accordingly, he lay down
and stretched himself out, and she covered him and bound his eyes and feet and sat at his head, weeping..Meanwhile, the news spread abroad that
Bihzad, son of the king, was lost, whereupon his father sent letters in quest of him [to all the kings and amongst others to him with whom he was
imprisoned]. When the letter reached the latter, he praised God the Most High for that he had not anydele hastened in Bihzad's affair and letting
bring him before himself, said to him, 'Art thou minded to destroy thyself?' Quoth Bihzad, '[I did this] for fear of reproach;' and the king said, 'An
thou fear reproach, thou shouldst not practise haste [in that thou dost]; knowest thou not that the fruit of haste is repentance? If we had hasted, we
also, like unto thee, we had repented.'.129. The King of the Island cccclxxix.? ? ? ? ? The two girls let me down from fourscore fathoms' height, As
swoops a hawk, with wings all open in full flight;.On this wise I abode a while of time, every day shooting an elephant, whereupon my master
came and carried it away, till, one day, as I sat hidden in the tree, there came up elephants without number, roaring and trumpeting, so that
meseemed the earth trembled for the din. They all made for the tree whereon I was and the girth whereof was fifty cubits, and compassed it about.
Then a huge elephant came up to the tree and winding his trunk about it, tugged at it, till he plucked it up by the roots and cast it to the ground. I
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fell among the elephants, and the great elephant, coming up to me, as I lay aswoon for affright, wound his trunk about me and tossing me on to his
back, made off with me, accompanied by the others; nor did he leave faring on with me, and I absent from the world, till he brought me to a certain
place and casting me down from off his back, went away, followed by the rest. I lay there awhile, till my trouble subsided and my senses returned
to me, when I sat up, deeming myself in a dream, and found myself on a great hill, stretching far and wide and all of elephants' bones. So I knew
that this was their burial-place and that they had brought me thither on account of the bones..As for that which hath befallen thee, verily, it hath
befallen [many] kings before thee and their women have played them false, for all they were greater of puissance than thou, yea, and mightier of
kingship and more abounding in troops. If I would, I could relate unto thee, O king, concerning the wiles of women, that whereof I could not make
an end all my life long; and indeed, aforetime, in all these my nights that I have passed before thee, I have told thee [many stories and anecdotes] of
the artifices of women and of their craft and perfidy; but indeed the things abound on me; (173) wherefore, if it like thee, O king, I will relate unto
thee [somewhat] of that which befell kings of old time of the perfidy of their women and of the calamities which overtook them by reason of these
latter." "How so?" asked the king. "Tell on." "Hearkening and obedience,"answered Shehrzad."It hath been told me, O king, that a man once related
to a company and spoke as follows:.When it was the fourth night, there came the boy whom they were minded to circumcise, adorned with jewels
such as never saw eye nor heard ear of, and amongst the rest a crown of gold, set with pearls and jewels, the worth whereof was an hundred
thousand dinars. He sat down upon the throne and Tuhfeh sang to him, till the surgeon came and they circumcised him, in the presence of all the
kings, who showered on him great store of jewels and jacinths and gold. Queen Kemeriyeh bade the servants gather up all this and lay it in
Tuhfeh's closet, and it was [as much in value as] all that had fallen to her, from the first of the festival to the last thereof. Moreover, the Sheikh Iblis
(whom God curse!) bestowed upon Tuhfeh the crown worn by the boy and gave the latter another, whereat her reason fled. Then the Jinn departed,
in order of rank, whilst Iblis took leave of them, band by band..There was once, of old days, a king of the kings, whose name was Azadbekht; his
[capital] city was called Kuneim Mudoud and his kingdom extended to the confines of Seistan and from the frontiers of Hindustan to the sea He
had ten viziers, who ordered his state and his dominion, and he was possessed of judgment and exceeding wisdom. One day he went forth with
certain of his guards to the chase and fell in with an eunuch on horseback, holding in his hand the halter of a mule, which he led along. On the
mule's back was a litter of gold-inwoven brocade, garded about with an embroidered band set with gold and jewels, and over against the litter was a
company of horsemen. When King Azadbekht saw this, he separated himself from his companions and making for the mule and the horsemen,
questioned the latter, saying, "To whom belongeth this litter and what is therein?". The eunuch answered, (for he knew not that he was King
Azadbekht,) saying, "This litter belongeth to Isfehend, vizier to King Azadbekht, and therein is his daughter, whom he purposeth to marry to Zad
Shah the King.".So I arose and gathering wood and planks from the wrecks, wrought of them the semblance of a boat [to wit, a raft,] and bound it
fast with ropes, saying, 'I will embark thereon and fare with this water into the inward of the mountain. If it bring me to the mainland or to a place
where I may find relief and safety, [well and good]; else I shall [but] perish, even as my companions have perished.' Then I collected of the riches
and gold and precious stuffs, cast up there, whose owners had perished, a great matter, and of jacinths and crude ambergris and emeralds somewhat
past count, and laid all this on the raft [together with what was left me of victual]. Then I launched it on the river and seating myself upon it, put my
trust in God the Most High and committed myself to the stream..King's Daughter of Baghdad, El Abbas and the, iii. 53..After this, news came to
the king of robbers in his land; so he set out in quest of them and ceased not to follow after them, till he seized on them all, and behold, they were
the [very] thieves who had despoiled him [and his wife] by the way and taken his children. So he bade bring them before him, and when they came
into his presence, he questioned them, saying, 'Where are the two boys ye took on such a day?' Quoth they, 'They are with us and we will present
them to our lord the king for slaves to serve him and give him wealth galore that we have gotten together and divest ourselves of all that we possess
and repent from sin and fight in thy service.' Abou Sabir, however, paid no heed to their speech, but took all their good and bade put them all to
death. Moreover, he took the two boys and rejoiced in them with an exceeding joy, whereat the troops murmured among themselves, saying,
'Verily, this is a greater tyrant than his brother! There come to him a sort of robbers and seek to repent and proffer two boys [by way of
peace-offering], and he taketh the two boys and all their good and slayeth them!'."Be it as thou deemest," answered Er Reshid and caused return the
damsel to her chamber, saying to her, "The Lady Zubeideh saith thus and thus." Quoth she, "God requite her for me with good! Indeed, thou dealest
equitably, O Commander of the Faithful, in this judgment." And he answered, "Go now to thy place, and to-morrow we will let bring thy lord." So
she kissed the earth and recited the following verses:.?OF THE USELESSNESS OF ENDEAVOUR AGAINST PERSISTENT ILL FORTUNE..?
? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ba. The Envier and the Envied xlvi.Now over against the place in question was a host of enemies, hard of heart, and in this he
purposed the youth's slaughter. So he bade bring him forth of the underground dungeon and caused him draw near to him and saw his case. Then he
bestowed on him a dress of honour and the folk rejoiced in this. Moreover, he tied him an ensign (134) and giving him a numerous army,
despatched him to the region aforesaid, whither all who went were still slain or made prisoners. So Melik Shah betook himself thither with his
army and when it was one of the days, behold, the enemy fell in upon them in the night; whereupon some of his men fled and the rest the enemy
took; and they took Melik Shah also and cast him into an underground dungeon, with a company of his men. There he abode a whole year in evil
plight, whilst his fellows mourned over his beauty and grace..Calcutta (1814-18) Text. 183."O king," answered the youth, "there is no great
forgiveness save in case of a great crime, for according as the offence is great, in so much is forgiveness magnified and it is no dishonour to the like
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of thee if he spare the like of me. Verily, Allah knoweth that there is no fault in me, and indeed He commandeth unto clemency, and no clemency is
greater than that which spareth from slaughter, for that thy forgiveness of him whom thou purposest to put to death is as the quickening of a dead
man; and whoso doth evil shall find it before him, even as it was with King Bihkerd." "And what is the story of King Bihkerd?" asked the king. "O
king," answered the youth,.51. The Thief and the Money-changer dcv.So the folk gathered together to them and blamed the lackpenny and said to
him, 'Give him the price of that which thou hast eaten.' Quoth he, 'I gave him a dirhem before I entered the shop;' and the cook said, 'Be everything
I sell this day forbidden (15) to me, if he gave me so much as the name of a piece of money! By Allah, he gave me nought, but ate my food and
went out and [would have] made off, without aught [said I]' 'Nay,' answered the lackpenny, 'I gave thee a dirhem,' and he reviled the cook, who
returned his abuse; whereupon he dealt him a cuff and they gripped and grappled and throttled each other. When the folk saw them on this wise,
they came up to them and said to them, 'What is this strife between you, and no cause for it?' 'Ay, by Allah,' replied the lackpenny, 'but there is a
cause for it, and the cause hath a tail!' Whereupon, 'Yea, by Allah,' cried the cook, 'now thou mindest me of thyself and thy dirhem! Yes, he gave
me a dirhem and [but] a quarter of the price is spent. Come back and take the rest of the price of thy dirhem.' For that he understood what was to
do, at the mention of the tail; and I, O my brother," added Aboulhusn, "my story hath a cause, which I will tell thee.".?STORY OF THE KING
AND HIS CHAMBERLAIN'S WIFE..9. Kemerezzeman and Budour ccxviii.Officer's Story, The Sixteenth, ii. 193..El Abbas looked at them and
saw the ensigns displayed and the standards loosed and heard the drums beating; so he bade his servant saddle him a charger and look to the girths
and bring him his harness of war. Quoth Aamir, "And indeed I saw El Abbas his eyes flash and the hair of his hands stood on end, for that indeed
horsemanship (69) abode [rooted in his heart]."So he mounted his charger, whilst Aamir also bestrode a war-horse, and they went forth with the
troops and fared on two days. On the third day, after the hour of the mid-afternoon prayer, they came in sight of the enemy and the two armies met
and the ranks joined battle. The strife raged amain and sore was the smiting, whilst the dust rose in clouds and hung vaulted [over them], so that all
eyes were blinded; and they ceased not from the battle till the night overtook them, when the two hosts drew off from the mellay and passed the
night, perplexed concerning themselves [and the issue of their affair]..Suleiman Shah and his Sons, Story of King, i. 150..When the Khalif heard
these his verses, he was moved to exceeding delight and taking the cup, drank it off, and they ceased not to drink and carouse till the wine rose to
their heads. Then said Aboulhusn to the Khalif, "O boon-companion mine, of a truth I am perplexed concerning my affair, for meseemed I was
Commander of the Faithful and ruled and gave gifts and largesse, and in very deed, O my brother, it was not a dream." "These were the delusions
of sleep," answered the Khalif and crumbling a piece of henbane into the cup, said to him, "By my life, do thou drink this cup." And Aboulhusn
said, "Surely I will drink it from thy hand." Then he took the cup from the Khalifs hand and drank it off, and no sooner had it settled in his belly
than his head forewent his feet [and he fell down senseless]..? ? ? ? ? If I must die, then welcome death to heal My woes; 'twere lighter than the
pangs I feel..There was once an Arab of [high] rank and [goodly] presence, a man of exalted generosity and magnanimity, and he had brethren,
with whom he consorted and caroused, and they were wont to assemble by turns in each other's houses. When it came to his turn, he made ready in
his house all manner goodly and pleasant meats and dainty drinks and exceeding lovely flowers and excellent fruits, and made provision of all
kinds of instruments of music and store of rare apothegms and marvellous stories and goodly instances and histories and witty anedotes and verses
and what not else, for there was none among those with whom he was used to company but enjoyed this on every goodly wise, and in the
entertainment he had provided was all whereof each had need. Then he sallied forth and went round about the city, in quest of his friends, so he
might assemble them; but found none of them in his house..In every rejoicing a boon (240) midst the singers and minstrels am I, ii. 258.31. The
Scavenger and the Noble Lady of Baghdad cclxxxii.One day, a day of excessive heat, as I stood at the door of my house, I saw a fair woman
approaching, and with her a slave-girl carrying a parcel. They gave not over going till they came up to me, when the woman stopped and said to
me, 'Hast thou a draught of water?' 'Yes,' answered I. 'Enter the vestibule, O my lady, so thou mayst drink.' Accordingly, she entered and I went up
into the house and fetched two mugs of earthenware, perfumed with musk (175) and full of cold water. She took one of them and discovered her
face, [that she might drink]; whereupon I saw that she was as the shining sun or the rising moon and said to her, 'O my lady, wilt thou not come up
into the house, so thou mayst rest thyself till the air grow cool and after go away to thine own place?' Quoth she, 'Is there none with thee?' 'Indeed,'
answered I, 'I am a [stranger] and a bachelor and have none belonging to me, nor is there a living soul in the house.' And she said, 'An thou be a
stranger, thou art he in quest of whom I was going about.'.?THE SIXTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? s. The Stolen Necklace dxcvi.If I
must die, then welcome death to heal, iii. 23..Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in Marriage to the, i. 247..Now they had
complained of them aforetime to the Sultan, and he said, 'If any of the Turks come to you, pelt them with stones.' So, when they saw the fuller, they
fell upon him with sticks and stones and pelted him; whereupon quoth he [in himself], 'Verily, I am a Turk and knew it not.' Then he took of the
money in his pocket and bought him victual [for the journey] and hired a hackney and set out for Ispahan, leaving his wife to the trooper. Nor,"
added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the merchant and the old woman and the king.".? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Old Man's Story
viii.? ? ? ? ? And aloes-wood, to boot, he brought and caskets full of pearls And priceless rubies and the like of costly gems and bright;.80. Yehya
ben Khalid and the Poor Man cccxci.? ? ? ? ? k. The Vizier's Son and the Bathkeeper's Wife dlxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? I'm the crown of every sweet and
fragrant weed; When the loved one calls, I keep the tryst agreed..Thou that wast absent from my stead, yet still with me didst bide, iii. 46..? ? ? ? ?
It is as the jasmine, when it I espy, As it glitters and gleams midst its boughs, were a sky.? ? ? ? ? The eyes of lovely women are likened unto me;
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Indeed, amongst the gardens I open many an eye..The raft fared on with me, running along the surface of the river, and entered into the inward of
the mountain, where the light of day forsook me and I abode dazed and stupefied, unknowing whither I went. Whenas I hungered, I ate a little of
the victual I had with me, till it was all spent and I abode expecting the mercy of the Lord of all creatures. (206) Presently I found myself in a strait
[channel] in the darkness and my head rubbed against the roof of the cave; and in this case I abode awhile, knowing not night from day, whilst anon
the channel grew straiter and anon widened out; and whenas my breast was straitened and I was confounded at my case, sleep took me and I knew
neither little nor much..? ? ? ? ? But, when from home it fares, forthright all glory it attains And 'twixt the eyelid and the eye incontinent 'tis
dight..Meanwhile, the youth her master abode expecting her; but she returned not and his heart forbode him of the draught [of separation]; so he
went forth at hazard, distraught and knowing not what he should do, and fell to strewing dust upon his head and crying out, 'The old woman hath
taken her and gone away!' The boys followed him with stones and pelted him, saying, 'A madman! A madman!' Presently, the king's chamberlain,
who was a man of age and worth, met him, and when he saw his youth, he forbade the boys and drove there away from him, after which he
accosted him and questioned him of his case. So he told him how it was with him and the chamberlain said to him, 'Fear not: all shall yet be well
with thee. I will deliver thy slave-girl for thee: so calm thy trouble.' And he went on to speak him fair and comfort him, till he put faith in his
speech..Presently, El Abbas looked out of the window of the saloon and saw thereby a house of goodly ordinance, lofty of building and abounding
in chambers, with two upper stories; but therein was no sign of inhabitants. So he said to the merchant, "Indeed, thou exceedest in doing us honour;
but, by Allah, I will not eat of thy victual till thou tell me what is the reason of the emptiness of yonder house." "O my lord," answered the other,
"that was El Ghitrif's house and he was admitted to the mercy of God (79) and left none other heir than myself; so it became mine, and by Allah, if
thou hast a mind to sojourn in Baghdad, do thou take up thine abode in this house, so thou mayst be in my neighbourhood; for that indeed my heart
inclineth unto thee with love and I would have thee never absent from my sight, so I may still have my fill of thee and hearken to thy speech." El
Abbas thanked him and said to him, "Indeed, thou art friendly in thy speech and exceedest [in courtesy] in thy discourse, and needs must I sojourn
in Baghdad. As for the house, if it like thee, I will abide therein; so take of me its price.".Thus," continued Shehrzad, "none is safe from the
calamities of fortune and the vicissitudes of time, and [in proof of this], I will relate unto thee yet another story still rarer and more extraordinary
than this. Know, O King, that one said to me, 'A friend of mine, a merchant, told me the following story. Quoth he,.Then they told the damsel, who
came forth and looked upon him and knew him not. But he knew her; so he bowed his head and wept. She was moved to compassion for him and
gave him somewhat and returned to her place, whilst the youth returned with the stewardess to the chamberlain and told him that she was in the
king's house, whereat he was chagrined and said, 'By Allah, I will assuredly contrive a device for her and deliver her!' Whereupon the youth kissed
his hands and feet. Then he turned to the old woman and bade her change her apparel and her favour. Now this old woman was goodly of speech
and nimble of wit; so he gave her costly and delicious perfumes and said to her, 'Get thee to the king's slave girls and sell them these [perfumes]
and make thy way to the damsel and question her if she desire her master or not.' So the old woman went out and making her way to the palace,
went in to the damsel and drew near her and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? k. The Serpent-Charmer and his Wife dccccvii.Accordingly, he
returned to the burial-ground and gave not over going till he stood at the door of the sepulchre, when he heard El Merouzi say to his fellow, 'I will
not give thee a single dirhem of the money!' The other said the like and they were occupied with contention and mutual revilement and talk. So the
thief returned in haste to his fellows, who said, 'What is behind thee?' Quoth he, 'Get you gone and flee for your lives and save yourselves, O fools;
for that much people of the dead are come to life and between them are words and contention.' So the thieves fled, whilst the two sharpers retained
to Er Razi's house and made peace with one another and laid the thieves' purchase to the money they had gotten aforetime and lived a while of
time. Nor, O king of the age," added the vizier, "is this rarer or more marvellous than the story of the four sharpers with the money-changer and the
ass.".110. King Shah Bekhi and his Vizier Er Rehwan dccclxxxv.? ? ? ? ? f. The Lady and her Two Lovers dlxxxi.? ? ? ? ? a. The Ox and the
Ass.Advantages of Patience, Of the, i. 89..Then they went on a little, and thieves met them and despoiling them of that which remained with them,
stripped them of their raiment and took the children from them; whereupon the woman wept and said to her husband, 'O man, put away from thee
this folly and arise, let us follow the thieves, so haply they may have compassion on us and restore the children to us.' 'O woman,' answered he,
'have patience, for he who doth evil shall be requited with evil and his wickedness shall revert upon him. Were I to follow them, most like one of
them would take his sword and smite off my head and slay me; but have patience, for the issue of patience is praised.' Then they fared on till they
drew near a village in the land of Kirman, and by it a river of water. So he said to his wife, 'Abide thou here, whilst I enter the village and look us
out a place wherein we may take up our lodging.' And he left her by the water and entered the village..? ? ? ? ? To whom shall I complain of what is
in my soul, Now thou art gone and I my pillow must forswear?.141. Haroun er Reshid and the Arab Girl dclxxxv.? ? ? ? ? Ay, ne'er will I leave to
drink of wine, what while the night on me Darkens, till drowsiness bow down my head upon my bowl.
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