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When the king heard these words, he abode in perplexity and said, "Restore him to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair, for the
day draweth to an end and I mean to put him to death on exemplary wise, and [to-morrow] we will do with him that which he meriteth.".122. El
Hejjaj ben Yousuf and the Pious Man cccclxx.So Iblis the Accursed drank and said, 'Well done, O desire of hearts! but thou owest me yet another
song.' Then he filled the cup and signed to her to sing. Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience,' and sang the following verses:.Officer's Story, The
Fifth, ii. 144..Vizier, The King of Hind and his, ii. 105..An if ye'd of evil be quit, look that no evil ye do, ii. 192..Then he returned to the city and
forgot the youth; so the servants went in to him and said to him, 'O king, if thou keep silence concerning yonder youth, who would have slain thee,
all thy servants will presume upon thee, and indeed the folk talk of this matter.' With this the king waxed wroth and saying, 'Fetch him hither,'
commanded the headsman to strike off his head. So they [brought the youth and] bound his eyes; and the headsman stood at his head and said to
the king, 'By thy leave, O my lord, I will strike off his head.' But the king said, 'Stay, till I look into his affair. Needs must I put him to death and the
slaying of him will not escape [me].' So he restored him to the prison and there he abode till it should be the king's will to put him to death..? ? ? ? ?
? ? ? ? ? na. A Merry Jest of a Thief dccccxl.? ? ? ? ? My tears flow still, nor aye of bitterness I'm quit, Bewildered as I am betwixten hope and
fear..74. The Devout Woman and the Two Wicked Elders dclix.? ? ? ? ? Whenas my sisters dear forsake me, grieved that they Must leave their
native place and far away must hie,.Lover, The Favourite and her, iii. 165..? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.? ? ? ? ? Your
water I'll leave without drinking, for there Too many already have drunken whilere..79. The Devout Prince dclxiv.? ? ? ? ? When I recall the season
of love-delight with them, The sweet of sleep forsakes me, my body wastes amain..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Announcing the return o' th' absent ones,.? ? ?
? ? Where is a man's resource and what can he do? It is the Almighty's will; we most submit..There was once a king of the kings, by name Ibrahim,
to whom the kings abased themselves and did obedience; but he had no son and was straitened of breast because of this, fearing lest the kingship go
forth of his hand. He ceased not vehemently to desire a son and to buy slave-girls and lie with them, till one of them conceived, whereat he rejoiced
with an exceeding joy and gave gifts and largesse galore. When the girl's months were accomplished and the season of her delivery drew near, the
king summoned the astrologers and they watched for the hour of her child-bearing and raised astrolabes [towards the sun] and took strait note of the
time. The damsel gave birth to a male child, whereat the king rejoiced with an exceeding joy, and the people heartened each other with the glad
news of this..When it was the Nine hundred and thirtieth Night, Shehrzad said, "O king, there is present in my thought a story which treateth of
women's craft and wherein is a warning to whoso will be warned and an admonishment to whoso will be admonished and whoso hath discernment;
but I fear lest the hearing of this lessen me with the king and lower my rank in his esteem; yet I hope that this will not be, for that it is a rare story.
Women are indeed corruptresses; their craft and their cunning may not be set out nor their wiles known. Men enjoy their company and are not
careful to uphold them [in the right way], neither do they watch over them with all vigilance, but enjoy their company and take that which is
agreeable and pay no heed to that which is other than this. Indeed, they are like unto the crooked rib, which if thou go about to straighten, thou
distortest it, and which if thou persist in seeking to redress, thou breakest it; wherefore it behoveth the man of understanding to be silent concerning
them.".4. The Three Apples xix.? ? ? ? ? All things, indeed, that betide to you are fore-ordered of God; Yet still in your deeds is the source to which
their fulfilment is due..There was once a king of the kings, who had a high palace, overlooking a prison of his, and he used to hear in the night one
saying, 'O Ever-present Deliverer, O Thou whose relief is nigh, relieve Thou me!' One day the king waxed wroth and said, "Yonder fool looketh for
relief from [the consequences of] his crime. 'Then said he to his officers, 'Who is in yonder prison?' And they answered, 'Folk upon whom blood
hath been found.' (139) So the king bade bring the man in question before him and said to him, 'O fool, little of wit, how shall thou be delivered
from this prison, seeing that thine offence is great?' Then he committed him to a company of his guards and said to them, 'Take this fellow and
crucify him without the city.'.Think not that I forget our trothplight after you. Nay; God to me decreed remembrance heretofore. (202).So we went
with him till he came to the place where my slave had buried the money and dug there and brought it out; whereat I marvelled with the utmost
wonder and we carried it to the prefect's house. When the latter saw the money, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and bestowed on me a dress of
honour. Then he restored the money straightway to the Sultan and we left the youth in prison; whilst I said to my slave who had taken the money,
"Did yonder young man see thee, what time thou buriedst the money?" "No, by the Great God!" answered he. So I went in to the young man, the
prisoner, and plied him with wine till he recovered, when I said to him, "Tell me how thou stolest the money." "By Allah," answered he, "I stole it
not, nor did I ever set eyes on it till I brought it forth of the earth!" Quoth I, "How so?" And he said, "Know that the cause of my falling into your
hands was my mother's imprecation against me; for that I evil entreated her yesternight and beat her and she said to me, 'By Allah, O my son, God
shall assuredly deliver thee into the hand of the oppressor!' Now she is a pious woman. So I went out forthright and thou sawest me in the way and
didst that which thou didst; and when beating was prolonged on me, my senses failed me and I heard one saying to me, 'Fetch it.' So I said to you
what I said and he (145) guided me till I came to the place and there befell what befell of the bringing out of the money.".Shehriyar, Shehrzad and,
ii. 111, iii. 141, 157..Then she turned to the old man who had delivered her from the pit and prayed for him and gave him presents galore and
among them a myriad of money; (9) and they all departed from her, except her husband. When she was alone with him, she made him draw near
unto her and rejoiced in his coming and gave him the choice of abiding with her. Moreover, she assembled the people of the city and set out to
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them his virtue and worth and counselled them to invest him with the charge of their governance and besought them to make him king over them.
They fell in with her of this and he became king and took up his abode amongst them, whilst she gave herself up to her religious exercises and
abode with her husband on such wise as she was with him aforetime. (10) Nor," added the vizier, "is this story, O king of the time, more
extraordinary or more delightful than that of the journeyman and the girl whose belly he slit and fled.".However, he would not be denied, and when
he saw her [constant] refusal of herself to him, he feared lest she should tell the folk of him. So, when he arose in the morning, he took a scroll and
wrote in it what he would of forgery and falsehood and going up to the Sultan's palace, said, '[I have] an advisement [for the king].' So he bade
admit him and he delivered him the writ that he had forged, saying, 'I found this letter with the woman, the devotee, the ascetic, and indeed she is a
spy, a secret informer against the king to his enemy; and I deem the king's due more incumbent on me than any other and his advisement the first
[duty], for that he uniteth in himself all the people, and but for the king's presence, the subjects would perish; wherefore I have brought [thee]
warning.' The king put faith in his words and sent with him those who should lay hands upon the woman and put her to death; but they found her
not..? ? ? ? ? I saw thee, O thou best of all the human race, display A book that came to teach the Truth to those in error's way..Meanwhile, when
the thieves halted, one of them said to the others, 'Let us return and see;' and the captain said, 'This thing is impossible of the dead: never heard we
that they came to life on this wise. So let us return and take our good, for that the dead have no occasion for good.' And they were divided in
opinion as to returning: but [presently they came to a decision and] said, 'Indeed, our arms are gone and we cannot avail against them and will not
draw near the place where they are: only let one of us [go thither and] look at it, and if he hear no sound of them, let him advertise us what we shall
do.' So they agreed that they should send a man of them and assigned him [for this service] two parts [of the booty]..When the appointed day
arrived, the chief of the police set apart for his officers a saloon, that had windows ranged in order and giving upon the garden, and El Melik ez
Zahir came to him, and he seated himself, he and the Sultan, in the alcove. Then the tables were spread unto them for eating and they ate; and when
the cup went round amongst them and their hearts were gladdened with meat and drink, they related that which was with them and discovered their
secrets from concealment. The first to relate was a man, a captain of the watch, by name Muineddin, whose heart was engrossed with the love of
women; and he said, 'Harkye, all ye people of [various] degree, I will acquaint you with an extraordinary affair which befell me aforetime. Know
that.When his father saw the strength of his determination to travel, he fell in with his wishes and equipped him with five thousand dinars in cash
and the like in merchandise and sent with him two serving-men. So the youth set out, trusting in the blessing of God the Most High, and his father
went out with him, to take leave of him, and returned [to Damascus]. As for Noureddin Ali, he gave not over travelling days and nights till he
entered the city of Baghdad and laying up his loads in the caravanserai, made for the bath, where he did away that which was upon him of the dirt
of the road and putting off his travelling clothes, donned a costly suit of Yemen stuff, worth an hundred dinars. Then he put in his sleeve (6) a
thousand mithcals (7) of gold and sallied forth a-walking and swaying gracefully as he went. His gait confounded all those who beheld him, as he
shamed the branches with his shape and belittled the rose with the redness of his cheeks and his black eyes of Babylonian witchcraft; indeed, thou
wouldst deem that whoso looked on him would surely be preserved from calamity; [for he was] even as saith of him one of his describers in the
following verses:.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Old Man's Story ii.So saying, she rose [and going] to a chest, took out therefrom six bags full of gold and
said to me, "This is what I took from Amin el Hukm's house. So, if thou wilt, restore it; else the whole is lawfully thine; and if thou desire other
than this, [thou shalt have it;] for I have wealth in plenty and I had no design in this but to marry thee." Then she arose and opening [other] chests,
brought out therefrom wealth galore and I said to her, "O my sister, I have no desire for all this, nor do I covet aught but to be quit of that wherein I
am." Quoth she, "I came not forth of the [Cadi's] house without [making provision for] thine acquittance.".? ? ? ? ? q. The Shepherd and the Thief
dcxxxii.15. Ghanim ben Eyoub the Slave of Love cccxxxii.52. The Devout Israelite cccxlviii.? ? ? ? ? And dar'dst, O dweller in the tents, to lift
thine eyes to me, Hoping by stress to win of me the amorous delight,.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Old Man's Story (236) iv.Now this present was a cup
of ruby, a span high and a finger's length broad, full of fine pearls, each a mithcal (211) in weight and a bed covered with the skin of the serpent
that swalloweth the elephant, marked with spots, each the bigness of a dinar, whereon whoso sitteth shall never sicken; also an hundred thousand
mithcals of Indian aloes-wood and thirty grains of camphor, each the bigness of a pistachio-nut, and a slave-girl with her paraphernalia, a charming
creature, as she were the resplendent moon. Then the king took leave of me, commending me to the merchants and the captain of the ship, and I set
out, with that which was entrusted to my charge and my own good, and we ceased not to pass from island to island and from country to country, till
we came to Baghdad, when I entered my house and foregathered with my family and brethren..I marvel for that to my love I see thee now incline,
iii. 112..Then there reigned after them an understanding king, who was just, keen-witted and accomplished and loved stories, especially those
which chronicle the doings of kings and sultans, and he found [in the treasuries of the kings who had foregone him] these marvellous and rare and
delightful stories, [written] in the thirty volumes aforesaid. So he read in them a first book and a second and a third and [so on] to the last of them,
and each book pleased him more than that which forewent it, till he came to the end of them. Then he marvelled at that which he had read [therein]
of stories and discourse and witty traits and anecdotes and moral instances and reminiscences and bade the folk copy them and publish them in all
lands and climes; wherefore their report was bruited abroad and the people named them "The marvels and rarities of the Thousand Nights and One
Night." This is all that hath come down to us of [the history of] this book, and God is All-Knowing. (196).There was once, in the land of Fars, (15)
a man who took to wife a woman higher than himself in rank and nobler of lineage, but she had no guardian to preserve her from want. It misliked
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her to marry one who was beneath her; nevertheless, she married him, because of need, and took of him a bond in writing to the effect that he
would still be under her commandment and forbiddance and would nowise gainsay her in word or deed. Now the man was a weaver and he bound
himself in writing to pay his wife ten thousand dirhems, [in case he should make default in the condition aforesaid]..12. The Waterfowl and the
Tortoise cxlviii.110. The Haunted House in Baghdad ccccxxiv.? ? ? ? ? I hope for present (62) good [and bounty at thy hand,] For souls of men are
still to present (63) good inclined..? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclxvi.62. Aboulaswed and his Squinting Slave-girl dcli.Then
he turned back, pondering upon that sleeping youth, and coming to him, as he slept, lighted down from his horse and sat down by him. He fixed his
eyes upon his face and considered him awhile and said in himself, 'For aught I know, this youth may be Melik Shah.' And he fell a-hemming and
saying, 'Harkye, O youth!' Whereupon the sleeper awoke and sat up; and the eunuch said to him, 'Who is thy father in this village and where is thy
dwelling?' The youth sighed and answered, 'I am a stranger;' and the eunuch said, 'From what land art thou and who is thy father?' Quoth the other,
'I am from such a land,' and the eunuch ceased not to question him and he to answer him, till he was certified of him and knew him. So he rose and
embraced him and kissed him and wept over his case. Moreover, he told him that he was going about in quest of him and informed him that he was
come privily from the king his mother's husband and that his mother would be content [to know] that he was alive and well, though she saw him
not..7. Story of the Hunchback ci.? ? ? ? ? An you'd of evil be quit, look that no evil yon do; Nay, but do good, for the like God will still render to
you..As for the youth, he gave his governor a thousand dirhems and despatched him to his father, to fetch money from him, so he might pay the rest
of the girl's price, saying to him, 'Be not [long] absent.' But the governor said in himself, 'How shall I go to his father and say to him, "Thy son hath
wasted thy money and wantoned it away"? (180) With what eye shall I look on him, and indeed, I am he in whom he confided and to whom he hath
entrusted his son? Indeed, this were ill seen. Nay, I will fare on to the pilgrimage (181) [with the caravan of pilgrims], in despite of this fool of a
youth; and when he is weary [of waiting], he will demand back the money [he hath already paid] and return to his father, and I shall be quit of
travail and reproach.' So he went on with the caravan to the pilgrimage (182) and took up his abode there..Then they brought the raft before him
and I said to him, 'O my lord, I am in thy hands, I and all my good.' He looked at the raft and seeing therein jacinths and emeralds and crude
ambergris, the like whereof was not in his treasuries, marvelled and was amazed at this. Then said he, 'O Sindbad, God forbid that we should covet
that which God the Most High hath vouchsafed unto thee! Nay, it behoveth us rather to further thee on thy return to thine own country.' So I called
down blessings on him and thanked him. Then he signed to one of his attendants, who took me and established me in a goodly lodging, and the
king assigned me a daily allowance and pages to wait on me. And every day I used to go in to him and he entertained me and entreated me friendly
and delighted in my converse; and as often as our assembly broke up, I went out and walked about the town and the island, diverting myself by
viewing them..? ? ? ? ? My royal couch have I forsworn, sequestering myself From all, and have mine eyes forbid the taste of sleep's delight..? ? ? ?
? Wind of the East, if thou pass by the land where my loved ones dwell, I pray, The fullest of greetings bear to them from me, their lover, and say.?
? ? ? ? a. The First Calender's Story xxxvii.? ? ? ? ? On the dear nights of union, in you was our joy, But afflicted were we since ye bade us
adieu..So the folk gathered together to them and blamed the lackpenny and said to him, 'Give him the price of that which thou hast eaten.' Quoth
he, 'I gave him a dirhem before I entered the shop;' and the cook said, 'Be everything I sell this day forbidden (15) to me, if he gave me so much as
the name of a piece of money! By Allah, he gave me nought, but ate my food and went out and [would have] made off, without aught [said I]'
'Nay,' answered the lackpenny, 'I gave thee a dirhem,' and he reviled the cook, who returned his abuse; whereupon he dealt him a cuff and they
gripped and grappled and throttled each other. When the folk saw them on this wise, they came up to them and said to them, 'What is this strife
between you, and no cause for it?' 'Ay, by Allah,' replied the lackpenny, 'but there is a cause for it, and the cause hath a tail!' Whereupon, 'Yea, by
Allah,' cried the cook, 'now thou mindest me of thyself and thy dirhem! Yes, he gave me a dirhem and [but] a quarter of the price is spent. Come
back and take the rest of the price of thy dirhem.' For that he understood what was to do, at the mention of the tail; and I, O my brother," added
Aboulhusn, "my story hath a cause, which I will tell thee.".Then they attired Dinarzad in a dress of blue brocade and she became as she were the
full moon, whenas it shineth forth. So they displayed her in this, for the first dress, before King Shahzeman, who rejoiced in her and well-nigh took
leave of his wits for longing and amorous desire; yea, he was distraught with love for her, whenas he saw her, for, indeed, she was as saith of her
one of her describers in the following verses:.'Twere fitter and better my loves that I leave, For, if the eye see not, the heart will not grieve..When
they heard me speak in Arabic, one of them came up to me and saluting me [in that language], questioned me of my case. Quoth I, 'What [manner
of men] are ye and what country is this?' 'O my brother,' answered he, 'we are husbandmen and come to this river, to draw water, wherewithal to
water our fields; and whilst we were thus engaged to-day, as of wont, this boat appeared to us on the surface of the water, issuing from the inward
of yonder mountain. So we came to it and finding thee asleep therein, moored it to the shore, against thou shouldst awake. Acquaint us, therefore,
with thy history and tell us how thou camest hither and whence thou enteredst this river and what land is behind yonder mountain, for that we have
never till now known any make his way thence to us.' But I said to them, 'Give me somewhat to eat and after question me.' So they brought me food
and I ate and my spirits revived and I was refreshed. Then I related to them all that had befallen me, whereat they were amazed and confounded and
said, 'By Allah, this is none other than a marvellous story, and needs must we carry thee to our king, that thou mayst acquaint him therewith.' So
they carried me before their king, and I kissed his hand and saluted him..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Calender's Story xxxix.88. The Mad Lover
dclxxiv.The Eight Night of the Month.When she had made an end of her verses, she folded the letter and delivered it to the nurse, who took it and
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went with it to El Abbas. When she gave it to him, he took it and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport; and when he came to the
end of it, he swooned away. After awhile, he came to himself and said, "Praised be God who hath caused her return an answer to my letter! Canst
thou carry her another letter, and with God the Most High be thy requital?" Quoth she, "And what shall letters profit thee, seeing she answereth on
this wise?" But he said, "Belike, she may yet be softened." Then he took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.Rich Man and his
Wasteful Son, The, i. 252..Then the king assembled his nobles and commons and the astrologers and said to them, 'Know that what God hath
graven upon the forehead, be it fair fortune or calamity, none may avail to efface, and all that is decreed unto a man he must needs abide. Indeed,
this my caretaking and my endeavour profited me nought, for that which God decreed unto my son, he hath abidden and that which He decreed
unto me hath betided me. Nevertheless, I praise God and thank Him for that this was at my son's hand and not at the hand of another, and praised
be He for that the kingship is come to my son!' And he strained the youth to his breast and embraced him and kissed him, saying, 'O my son, this
matter was on such a wise, and of my care and watchfulness over thee from destiny, I lodged thee in that pit; but caretaking availed not.' Then he
took the crown of the kingship and set it on his son's head and caused the folk and the people swear fealty to him and commended the subjects to
his care and enjoined him to justice and equity. And he took leave of him that night and died and his son reigned in his stead..? ? ? ? ? "How many
a cup with bitterness o'erflowing have I quaffed! I make my moan of woes, whereat it boots not to repine."
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