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LIFE AND ITS FORCES
? ? ? ? ? How many a victim of the pangs of love-liking hath died! Tired is my patience, but of blame my censors never tire..? ? ? ? ? The railers for
your loss pretend that I should patient be: 'Away!' I answer them: ' 'tis I, not you, that feel the pain.'.? ? ? ? ? My fortitude fails, my endeavour is
vain; My bosom is straitened. To Thee, I complain,.God keep the days of love-delight! How passing sweet they were! ii. 96.? ? ? ? ? v. The Stolen
Purse dccccxcix.Barmecides, Haroun er Reshid and the Woman of the, i. 57..38. Yehya ben Khalid and Mensour ccv.? ? ? ? ? q. The Shepherd and
the Thief dccccxxi.?STORY OF THE KING AND HIS CHAMBERLAIN'S WIFE..The Twenty-First Night of the Month..Craft, Women's, ii.
287..Presently, she heard a blowing behind her; so she turned and behold, a head without a body and with eyes slit endlong; it was of the bigness of
an elephant's head and bigger and had a mouth as it were an oven and projecting tusks, as they were grapnels, and hair that trailed upon the earth.
So Tuhfeh said, 'I take refuge with God from Satan the Stoned!' and recited the Two Amulets; (217) what while the head drew near her and said to
her, 'Peace be upon thee, O princess of Jinn and men and unique pearl of her age and her time! May God still continue thee on life, for all the
lapsing of the days, and reunite thee with thy lord the Imam!' (218) 'And upon thee be peace,' answered she, 'O thou whose like I have not seen
among the Jinn!' Quoth the head, 'We are a people who avail not to change their favours and we are called ghouls. The folk summon us to their
presence, but we may not present ourselves before them [without leave]. As for me, I have gotten leave of the Sheikh Aboultawaif to present
myself before thee and I desire of thy favour that thou sing me a song, so I may go to thy palace and question its haunters (219) concerning the
plight of thy lord after thee and return to thee; and know, O Tuhfet es Sudour, that between thee and thy lord is a distance of fifty years' journey to
the diligent traveller.' 'Indeed,' rejoined Tuhfeh, 'thou grievest me [for him] between whom and me is fifty years' journey. And the head said to her,
'Be of good heart and cheerful eye, for the kings of the Jinn will restore thee to him in less than the twinkling of an eye.' Quoth she,' I will sing thee
an hundred songs, so thou wilt bring me news of my lord and that which hath befallen him after me.' And the head answered, saying, 'Do thou
favour me and sing me a song, so I may go to thy lord and bring thee news of him, for that I desire, before I go, to hear thy voice, so haply my thirst
(220) may be quenched.' So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.115. The Angel of Death and the King of the Children of
Israel cccclxiii.119. The Shipwrecked Woman and her Child cccclxvi.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second
Calender's Story xlii.? ? ? ? ? Up, to our comrade's convent, that we may visit him And drink of wine more subtle than dust; (115) our trusty fere.?
? ? ? ? I fear me for my body from sickness and unrest, Lest of the fear of sev'rance it be betrayed and slain..Tai, En Numan and the Arab of the
Benou. i. 203..82. The Ignorant Man who set up for a Schoolmaster dclxvii.Then, when it was night, she brought her to me, after she had adorned
her and perfumed her, and said to her, "Gainsay not this thy lord in aught that he shall seek of thee." When she came to bed with me, I said in
myself, "Verily, this damsel (216) is more generous than I!" Then I sent away the slave-girl and drew not nigh unto her, but arose forthright and
betaking myself to my wife, lay with her and did away her maidenhead. She straightway conceived by me and accomplishing the time of her
pregnancy, gave birth to this dear little daughter; in whom I rejoiced, for that she was lovely to the utterest, and she hath inherited her mother's wit
and her father's comeliness..? ? ? ? ? Wherefore fair patience look thou use, for sure 'tis praiseworthy; Yea, and its issues evermore are blessed and
benign;.? ? ? ? ? And troubles, too, forsook us, who tears like dragons' blood, O lordings, for your absence had wept at every pore..? ? ? ? ? So, by
Allah, O richest of all men in charms, Vouchsafe to a lover, who's bankrupt well-nigh.So she gave him the lute and he forewent her, till he came to
the house of easance, and behold, therein was a door and a stairway. When Tuhfeh saw this, her reason fled; but Iblis cheered her with discourse.
Then he descended the stair and she followed him to the bottom thereof, where she found a passage and they fared on therein, till they came to a
horse standing, Teady saddled and bridled and accoutred. Quoth Iblis, '[Mount], in the name of God, O my lady Tuhfeh;' and he held the stirrup for
her. So she mounted and the horse shook under her and putting forth wings, flew up with her, whilst the old man flew by her side; whereat she was
affrighted and clung to the pummel of the saddle; nor was it but an hour ere they came to a fair green meadow, fresh-flowered as if the soil thereof
were a goodly robe, embroidered with all manner colours..? ? ? ? ? All things, indeed, that betide to you are fore-ordered of God; Yet still in your
deeds is the source to which their fulfilment is due..Second Officer's Story, The, ii. 134..Then the king sent for the captain of the thieves and
bestowed on him a dress of honour, (142) commanding that all who loved the king should put off [their raiment and cast it] upon him. (143) So
there fell dresses of honour [and other presents] on him, till he was wearied with their much plenty, and Azadbekht invested him with the
mastership of the police of his city. Then he bade set up other nine gibbets beside the first and said to his son, "Thou art guiltless, and yet these
wicked viziers endeavoured for thy slaughter." "O my father," answered the prince, "I had no fault [in their eyes] but that I was a loyal counsellor to
thee and still kept watch over thy good and withheld their hands from thy treasuries; wherefore they were jealous and envied me and plotted against
me and sought to slay me," Quoth the king, "The time [of retribution] is at hand, O my son; but what deemest thou we should do with them in
requital of that which they did with thee? For that they have endeavoured for thy slaughter and exposed thee to public ignominy and soiled my
honour among the kings.".It chances whiles that the blind man escapes a pit, ii. 51..? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.134. The
Malice of Women dlxxviii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. Story of King Sindbad and his Falcon v.Ilan Shah and Abou Temam, Story of, i. 126..102. Jouder
and his Brothers dcclxxv.? ? ? ? ? Think not, my lords, that I forget: the case is still the same. When such a fever fills the heart, what leach can
make it whole?.As for the vizier, the sultan discovereth unto him his affairs, private and public; and know, O king, that the similitude of thee with
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the people is that of the physician with the sick man; and the condition (169) of the vizier is that he be truthful in his sayings, trustworthy in all his
relations, abounding in compassion for the folk and in tender solicitude over them. Indeed, it is said, O king, that good troops (170) are like the
druggist; if his perfumes reach thee not, thou still smallest the sweet scent of them; and ill troops are like the black-smith; if his sparks burn thee
not, thou smellest his nauseous smell. So it behoveth thee take unto thyself a virtuous vizier, a man of good counsel, even as thou takest unto thee a
wife displayed before thy face, for that thou hast need of the man's righteousness for thine own amendment, (171) seeing that, if thou do
righteously, the commons will do likewise, and if thou do evil, they also will do evil."..? ? ? ? ? Yea, all my passion and desire and love-longing in
verse, As pearls in goodly order strung it were, I did enshrine..It is told that there was once, in the city of Baghdad, a comely and well-bred youth,
fair of face, tall of stature and slender of shape. His name was Alaeddin and he was of the chiefs of the sons of the merchants and had a shop
wherein he sold and bought One day, as he sat in his shop, there passed by him a girl of the women of pleasure, (253) who raised her eyes and
casting a glance at the young merchant, saw written in a flowing hand on the forepart (254) of the door of his shop, these words, "VERILY,
THERE IS NO CRAFT BUT MEN'S CRAFT, FORASMUCH AS IT OVERCOMETH WOMEN'S CRAFT." When she beheld this, she was wroth
and took counsel with herself, saying, "As my head liveth, I will assuredly show him a trick of the tricks of women and prove the untruth of (255)
this his inscription!".Thereupon the folk all prostrated themselves and gave one another joy of this and the drums of good tidings beat before him,
and he entered the city [and went on] till he came to the House of Justice and the audience-hall of the palace and sat down on the throne of the
kingdom, with the crown on his head; whereupon the folk came in to him to give him joy and offer up prayers for him. Then he addressed himself,
after his wont in the kingship, to ordering the affairs of the folk and ranging the troops according to their ranks and looking into their affairs and
those of all the people. Moreover, he released those who were in the prisons and abolished the customs dues and gave dresses of honour and
bestowed gifts and largesse and conferred favours on the amirs and viziers and dignitaries, and the chamberlains and deputies presented themselves
before him and did him homage. So the people of the city rejoiced in him and said, 'Indeed this is none other than a king of the greatest of the
kings.'.? ? ? ? ? k. The Vizier's Son and the Bathkeeper's Wife dcccclxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxliii.THE TWO
KINGS AND THE VIZIER'S DAUGHTERS. (154).? ? ? ? ? Indeed, your long estrangement hath caused my bowels yearn. Would God I were a
servant in waiting at your door!.When Merjaneh had made an end of her song, the prince said to her, "Well done, O damsel! Indeed, thou sayest a
thing that had occurred to my mind and my tongue was like to speak it." Then he signed to the fourth damsel, who was a Cairene, by name Sitt el
Husn, and bade her tune her lute and sing to him upon the [same] subject. So she tuned her lute and sang the following verses:.Now the king had a
son, a pleasant child, called the Amir Mohammed, who was comely of youth and sweet of speech; he had read in books and studied histories and
above all things in the world he loved the telling and hearing of verses and stories and anecdotes. He was dear to his father King Jemhour, for that
he had none other son than he on life, and indeed he had reared him in the lap of fondness and he was gifted with the utterest of beauty and grace
and brightness and perfection. Moreover, he had learnt to play upon the lute and upon all manner instruments of music and he was used to [carouse
and] company with friends and brethren. Now it was of his wont that, when the king rose to go to his sleeping-chamber, he would sit in his place
and seek of me that I should entertain him with stories and verses and pleasant anecdotes; and on this wise I abode with them a great while in all
cheer and delight, and the prince still loved me with an exceeding great love and entreated me with the utmost kindness..When came the night, the
vizier presented himself before the king, who bade him relate the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, Out.? ? ? ? ? f.
The Lady and her Two Lovers dlxxxi.Thus," continued Shehrzad, "none is safe from the calamities of fortune and the vicissitudes of time, and [in
proof of this], I will relate unto thee yet another story still rarer and more extraordinary than this. Know, O King, that one said to me, 'A friend of
mine, a merchant, told me the following story. Quoth he,.They have shut out thy person from my sight, iii. 43..64. Tht Vizier of Yemen and his
young Brother ccclxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? Upon yon be the peace of God! May all prosperity, For what's decreed of years and lives, upon you ever
wait!.Temam (Abou), Story of Ilan Shah and, i. 126..? ? ? ? ? By Allah, what sorrows and woes to my soul for thy sake were decreed! My heart is
grown hoar, ere eld's snows have left on my tresses their trail..On the morrow, she said to the old man, "Get thee to the money-changer and fetch
me the ordinary." So he repaired to the money-changer and delivered him the message, whereupon he made ready meat and drink, as of his wont,
[with which the old man returned to the damsel and they ate till they had enough. When she had eaten,] she sought of him wine and he went to the
Jew and fetched it. Then they sat down and drank; and when she grew drunken, she took the lute and smiting it, fell a-singing and chanted the
following verses:.How many, in Yemameh, dishevelled widows plain! i. 50..? ? ? ? ? k. The Prisoner and how God gave him Relief . cccclxxxv.50.
Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Merchant's Sister Night ccxlvi.? ? ? ? ? Read then my writ and pity thou the blackness of my fate, Sick, lovedistraught, without a friend to whom I may complain..? ? ? ? ? And eye that knoweth not the sweet of sleep; yet she, who caused My dole, may
Fortune's perfidies for aye from her abstain!.King Dadbin and his Viziers, Story of, i. 104..? ? ? ? ? Yet thou repaidst me with constraint, rigour and
perfidy, To which no lover might himself on any wise resign..Fair patience use, for ease still followeth after stress, iii. 117..Then she changed the
measure and improvised the following:.Presently, El Abbas, son of King El Aziz, lord of the land of Yemen and Zebidoun (55) and Mecca (which
God increase in honour and brightness and beauty!), heard of her; and he was of the great ones of Mecca and the Hejaz (56) and was a youth
without hair on his cheeks. So he presented himself one day in his father's sitting-chamber, (57) whereupon the folk made way for him and the king
seated him on a chair of red gold, set with pearls and jewels. The prince sat, with his head bowed to the ground, and spoke not to any; whereby his
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father knew that his breast was straitened and bade the boon-companions and men of wit relate marvellous histories, such as beseem the assemblies
of kings; nor was there one of them but spoke forth the goodliest of that which was with him; but El Abbas still abode with his head bowed down.
Then the king bade his session-mates withdraw, and when the chamber was void, he looked at his son and said to him, "By Allah, thou rejoicest me
with thy coming in to me and chagrinest me for that thou payest no heed to any of the session-mates nor of the boon-companions. What is the cause
of this?".When came the night, the king summoned his vizier and bade him tell the story of the king who lost kingdom and wife and wealth.
"Hearkening and obedience," replied Er Rehwan. "Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? Why to estrangement and despite inclin'st thou with the spy? Yet
that a bough (14) from side to side incline (15) small wonder 'twere..Thou that the dupe of yearning art, how many a melting wight, iii. 86..? ? ? ? ?
Thou only art the whole of our desire; indeed Thy love is hid within our hearts' most secret core..On this wise, O King Shah Bekht," continued the
vizier, "is the issue of eagerness for [the goods of] the world and covetise of that which our knowledge embraceth not; indeed, [whoso doth thus]
shall perish and repent Nor, O king of the age, (added he) is this story more extraordinary than that of the sharper and the merchants.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?
? ? aa. The Merchant and the Parrot xiv.The Khalif laughed and said, "Tell it again and again to thy lady lack-wit." When the Lady Zubeideh heard
Mesrour's words [and those of the Khalif,] she was wroth and said, "None lacketh wit but he who believeth a black slave." And she reviled
Mesrour, whilst the Khalif laughed. Mesrour was vexed at this and said to the Khalif, "He spoke sooth who said, 'Women lack wit and religion.'"
Then said the Lady Zubeideh to the Khalif, "O Commander of the Faithful, thou sportest and jestest with me, and this slave hoodwinketh me, to
please thee; but I will send and see which is dead of them." And he answered, saying, "Send one who shall see which is dead of them." So the Lady
Zubeideh cried out to an old woman, a stewardess, and said to her, "Go to the house of Nuzhet el Fuad in haste and see who is dead and loiter not."
And she railed at her..The Third Night of the Month.127. The Justice of Providence cccclxxviii.Poets, The Khalif Omar ben Abdulaziz and the, i.
45..When the Cadi heard this, his colour changed and he was troubled and waxed exceeding wroth and was rike to burst for excess of rage. Then
said he to the merchant, "God forbid that this should be! How shall it be permitted that the daughter of the Cadi of the Muslims abide with a man of
the dancers and vile of origin? By Allah, except thou divorce her forthright, I will bid beat thee and cast thee into prison till thou die! Had I
foreknown that thou wast of them, I had not suffered thee to approach me, but had spat in thy face, for that thou art filthier (268) than a dog or a
hog." Then he gave him a push and casting him down from his stead, commanded him to divorce; but he said, "Be clement to me, O Effendi, for
that God is clement, and hasten not. I will not divorce my wife, though thou give me the kingdom of Irak.".Lavish of House and Victual to one
whom he knew not, The Man who was, i. 293..Women's Craft, ii. 287..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? How many an one, with loss of wealth, hath turned mine
enemy!.? ? ? ? ? In wine, as the glittering sunbeams bright, my heart's contentment is, That banishes hence, with various joys, all kinds of care and
dole..The eunuch thanked him and blessed him and mounting, returned upon his way, following the trace, whilst the cavalier rode with him to a
certain road, when he said to him, 'This is where we left him.' Then he took leave of him and returned to his own city, whilst the eunuch fared on
along the road, enquiring of the youth in every village he entered by the description which the cavalier had given him, and he ceased not to do thus
till he came to the village where the young Melik Shah was. So he entered and lighting down therein, made enquiry after the prince, but none gave
him news of him; whereat he abode perplexed concerning his affair and addressed himself to depart. Accordingly he mounted his horse [and set out
homeward]; but, as he passed through the village, he saw a cow bound with a rope and a youth asleep by her side, with the end of the halter in his
hand; so he looked at him and passed on and took no heed of him in his heart; but presently he stopped and said in himself; 'If he of whom I am in
quest be come to the like [of the condition] of yonder sleeping youth, by whom I passed but now, how shall I know him? Alas, the length of my
travail and weariness! How shall I go about in quest of a wight whom I know not and whom, if I saw him face to face, I should not know?'.When it
was night, the king summoned the vizier and sought of him the hearing of the [promised] story. "Hearkening and obedience," replied Er Rehwan,
"Know, O august king, that.One day, as the [chief] painter wrought at his work, there came in to him a poor man, who looked long upon him and
observed his handicraft; whereupon quoth the painter to him, "Knowest thou aught of painting?" "Yes," answered the stranger; so he gave him tools
and paints and said to him, "Make us a rare piece of work." So the stranger entered one of the chambers of the bath and drew [on the walls thereof]
a double border, which he adorned on both sides, after a fashion than which never saw eyes a fairer. Moreover, [amiddleward the chamber] he drew
a picture to which there lacked but the breath, and it was the portraiture of Mariyeh, the king's daughter of Baghdad. Then, when he had made an
end of the portrait, he went his way [and told none of what he had done], nor knew any the chambers and doors of the bath and the adornment and
ordinance thereof..Son and his Governor, Story of the Man of Khorassan, his, i. 218.As for Firouz, when he went forth from his house, he sought
the letter, but found it not; so he returned home. Now his return fell in with the king's going forth and he found the latter's sandal in his house,
whereat his wit was dazed and he knew that the king had not sent him away but for a purpose of his own. However, he held his peace and spoke not
a word, but, taking the letter, went on his errand and accomplished it and returned to the king, who gave him a hundred dinars. So Firouz betook
himself to the market and bought what beseemeth women of goodly gifts and returning to his wife, saluted her and gave her all that he had brought
and said to her, "Arise [go] to thy father's house." "Wherefore?" asked she, and he said, "Verily, the king hath been bountiful to me and I would
have thee show forth this, so thy father may rejoice in that which he seeth upon thee." "With all my heart," answered she and arising forthright,
betook herself to the house of her father, who rejoiced in her coming and in that which he saw upon her; and she abode with him a month's space,
and her husband made no mention of her..So saying, he spat in her face and went out from her; whilst Shah Khatoun made him no answer, knowing
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that, if she spoke at that time, he would not credit her speech. Then she humbled herself in supplication to God the Most High and said, 'O God the
Great, Thou knowest the hidden things and the outward parts and the inward' If an advanced term (137) be [appointed] to me, let it not be deferred,
and if a deferred one, let it not be advanced!' On this wise she passed some days, whilst the king fell into perplexity and forswore meat and drink
and sleep and abode knowing not what he should do and saying [in himself], 'If I kill the eunuch and the youth, my soul will not be solaced, for
they are not to blame, seeing that she sent to fetch him, and my heart will not suffer me to slay them all three. But I will not be hasty in putting
them to death, for that I fear repentance.' Then he left them, so he might look into the affair..16. The Fox and the Crow cl.Then he again began to
pay me frequent visits and I entered into converse with him and questioned him of the band and how he came to escape, he alone of them all. Quoth
he, 'I left them from the day on which God the Most High delivered thee from them, for that they would not obey my speech; wherefore I swore
that I would no longer consort with them.' And I said, 'By Allah, I marvel at thee, for that thou wast the cause of my preservation!' Quoth he, 'The
world is full of this sort [of folk]; and we beseech God the Most High for safety, for that these [wretches] practise upon men with every kind of
device.' Then said I to him, 'Tell me the most extraordinary adventure of all that befell thee in this villainy thou wast wont to practise.' And he
answered, saying, 'O my brother, I was not present when they did on this wise, for that my part with them was to concern myself with selling and
buying and [providing them with] food; but I have heard that the most extraordinary thing that befell them was on this wise..? ? ? ? ? But, when
from home it fares, forthright all glory it attains And 'twixt the eyelid and the eye incontinent 'tis dight..? ? ? ? ? Would God thou knewest that for
love of thee which I endure! It hath indeed brought down on me estrangement and dismay..115. The Malice of Women dcccclxxix.I was one day
abroad on an occasion with certain of my comrades, and as we went along, we fell in with a company of women, as they were moons, and among
them one, the tallest and handsomest of them. When I saw her and she saw me, she tarried behind her companions and waited for me, till I came up
to her and bespoke her. Quoth she, "O my lord, (God favour thee!) I saw thee prolong thy looking on me and imagined that thou knewest me. If it
be thus, vouchsafe me more knowledge of thee." "By Allah," answered I, "I know thee not, save that God the Most High hath cast the love of thee
into my heart and the goodliness of thine attributes hath confounded me and that wherewith God hath gifted thee of those eyes that shoot with
arrows; for thou hast captivated me." And she rejoined, "By Allah, I feel the like of that which thou feelest; so that meseemeth I have known thee
from childhood.".Then he went to fetch that which he had hidden of the grain, but found it not and returned, perplexed and sorrowful, to the old
man, who said to him, 'What aileth thee to be sorrowful?' And he answered, 'Methought thou wouldst not pay me my due; so I took of the grain,
after the measure of my hire; and now thou hast paid me my due and I went to bring back to thee that which I had hidden from thee, but found it
gone, for those who had happened upon it had stolen it.' The old man was wroth, when he heard this, and said to the merchant, 'There is no device
[can cope] with ill luck! I had given thee this, but, of the sorriness of thy luck and thy fortune, thou hast done this deed, O oppressor of thine own
self! Thou deemedst I would not acquit thee thy wage; but, by Allah, nevermore will I give thee aught.' And he drove him away from him..Awake,
Asleep and, i. 5..The woman who used to act as decoy for them once caught them a woman from a bride-feast, under pretence that she had a
wedding toward in her own house, and appointed her for a day, whereon she should come to her. When the appointed day arrived, the woman
presented herself and the other carried her into the house by a door, avouching that it was a privy door. When she entered [the saloon], she saw men
and champions (131) [and knew that she had fallen into a trap]; so she looked at them and said, "Harkye, lads! (132) I am a woman and there is no
glory in my slaughter, nor have ye any feud of blood-revenge against me, wherefore ye should pursue me; and that which is upon me of [trinkets
and apparel] ye are free to take." Quoth they, "We fear thy denunciation." But she answered, saying, "I will abide with you, neither coming in nor
going out." And they said, "We grant thee thy life.".When the cook heard this, he said in himself, 'It will do me no hurt if I imprison him and
shackle him and bring him what he may work at. If he tell truth, I will let him live, and if he prove a liar, I will slay him.' So he took a pair of stout
shackles and clapping them on Selim's legs, imprisoned him within his house and set over him one who should guard him. Then he questioned him
of what tools he needed to work withal. Selim set forth to him that which he required, and the cook went out from him and presently returning,
brought him all he needed. So Selim sat and wrought at his craft; and he used every day to earn two dinars; and this was his wont and usance with
the cook, whilst the latter fed him not but half his fill..? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest Lady's Story (237) lxiv.So the folk resorted to her from all parts and
she used to pray God (to whom belong might and majesty) for the oppressed and God granted him relief, and against his oppressor, and He broke
him in sunder. Moreover, she prayed for the sick and they were made whole; and on this wise she abode a great space of time. As for her husband,
when he returned from the pilgrimage, his brother and the neighbours acquainted him with his wife's affair, whereat he was sore concerned and
misdoubted of their story, for that which he knew of her chastity and prayerfulness; and he wept for her loss..Meanwhile, the nurse awoke, that she
might give the child suck, and seeing the bed running with blood, cried out; whereupon the sleepers and the king awoke and making for the place,
found the child with his throat cut and the cradle running over with blood and his father slain and dead in his sleeping chamber. So they examined
the child and found life in him and his windpipe whole and sewed up the place of the wound. Then the king sought his son Belehwan, but found
him not and saw that he had fled; whereby he knew that it was he who had done this deed, and this was grievous to the king and to the people of his
realm and to the lady Shah Katoun. So the king laid out his son Melik Shah and buried him and made him a mighty funeral and they mourned
passing sore; after which he addressed himself to the rearing of the infant.Then came forward the fourteenth officer and said, 'Know that the story I
have to tell is pleasanter and more extraordinary than this; and it is as follows..Ramazan in my life ne'er I fasted, nor e'er, i. 49..So we went with
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him till he came to the place where my slave had buried the money and dug there and brought it out; whereat I marvelled with the utmost wonder
and we carried it to the prefect's house. When the latter saw the money, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and bestowed on me a dress of honour.
Then he restored the money straightway to the Sultan and we left the youth in prison; whilst I said to my slave who had taken the money, "Did
yonder young man see thee, what time thou buriedst the money?" "No, by the Great God!" answered he. So I went in to the young man, the
prisoner, and plied him with wine till he recovered, when I said to him, "Tell me how thou stolest the money." "By Allah," answered he, "I stole it
not, nor did I ever set eyes on it till I brought it forth of the earth!" Quoth I, "How so?" And he said, "Know that the cause of my falling into your
hands was my mother's imprecation against me; for that I evil entreated her yesternight and beat her and she said to me, 'By Allah, O my son, God
shall assuredly deliver thee into the hand of the oppressor!' Now she is a pious woman. So I went out forthright and thou sawest me in the way and
didst that which thou didst; and when beating was prolonged on me, my senses failed me and I heard one saying to me, 'Fetch it.' So I said to you
what I said and he (145) guided me till I came to the place and there befell what befell of the bringing out of the money.".? ? ? ? ? "What is the taste
of love?" quoth one, and I replied, "Sweet water 'tis at first; but torment lurks behind.".The crown of the flow'rets am I, in the chamber of wine,
And Allah makes mention of me 'mongst the pleasures divine; Yea, ease and sweet basil and peace, the righteous are told, In Eternity's Garden of
sweets shall to bless them combine. (223) Where, then, is the worth that in aught with my worth can compare And where is the rank in men's eyes
can be likened to mine?.When they reached the city, the king heard of their coming and commanded that they should attend him with what befitted
[of their merchandise]. So they presented themselves before him, [and the boy with them,] whom when the king saw, he said to them, "To whom
belongeth this boy?" And they answered, "O king, we were going in such a road, when there came out upon us a sort of robbers; so we made war
upon them and overcame them and took this boy prisoner. Then we questioned him, saying, 'Who is thy father?' and he answered, 'I am the
captain's son of the thieves.'" Quoth the king, "I would fain have this boy." And the captain of the caravan said, "God maketh thee gift of him, O
king of the age, and we all are thy slaves." Then the king dismissed [the people of] the caravan and let carry the youth into his palace and he
became as one of the servants, what while his father the king knew not that he was his son. As time went on, the king observed in him good
breeding and understanding and knowledge (100) galore and he pleased him; so he committed his treasuries to his charge and straitened the viziers'
hand therefrom, commanding that nought should be taken forth therefrom except by leave of the youth. On this wise he abode a number of years
and the king saw in him nought but fidelity and studiousness in well-doing..11. The Hermits cxlviii.? ? ? ? ? Ye chide at one who weepeth for
troubles ever new; Needs must th' afflicted warble the woes that make him rue..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Before I rent my clothes, reproach me not, I
pray..? ? ? ? ? For 'twixt the closing of an eye and th'opening thereof, God hath it in His power to change a case from foul to fair..Now King
Azadbekht's wife was big with child and the pains of labour took her in the mountain; so they alighted at the mountain-foot, by a spring of water,
and she gave birth to a boy as he were the moon. Behrjaur his mother pulled off a gown of gold-inwoven brocade and wrapped the child therein,
and they passed the night [in that place], what while she gave him suck till the morning. Then said the king to her, "We are hampered by this child
and cannot abide here nor can we carry him with us; so methinks we were better leave him here and go, for Allah is able to send him one who shall
take him and rear him." So they wept over him exceeding sore and left him beside the spring, wrapped in the gown of brocade: then they laid at his
head a thousand dinars in a bag and mounting their horses, departed, fleeing..Girl, The Journeyman and the, ii. 17..26. Nimeh ben er Rebya and
Num his Slave-girl di.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Chief of the Boulac Police cccxliv.He gave not over going and the journey was pleasant to him, till
they came to a goodly land, abounding in birds and wild beasts, whereupon El Abbas started a gazelle and shot it with an arrow. Then he
dismounted and cutting its throat, said to his servant, "Alight thou and skin it and carry it to the water." Aamir answered him [with "Hearkening
and obedience"] and going down to the water, kindled a fire and roasted the gazelle's flesh. Then they ate their fill and drank of the water, after
which they mounted again and fared on diligently, and Aamir still unknowing whither El Abbas was minded to go. So he said to him, "O my lord, I
conjure thee by God the Great, wilt thou not tell me whither thou intendest?" El Abbas looked at him and made answer with the following verses:
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