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Junior knew that he looked as guilty as any man had ever looked this side of the first apple and the perfect garden. The sweating, the spasms of

violent tremors, the defensive note that he could not keep out of his voice, the inability to look anyone directly in the eyes for more than a few

seconds-all were telltales that none of these professionals would overlook. He desperately needed to get a grip on himself, but he couldn't find a

handle..The sound made by the dropping corpse indicated that cushioning trash lined the bottom of the bin, and also that it was no more than half

full. This improved chances that Neddy wouldn't be discovered until a dump truck tumbled him into a landfill-and even then perhaps no eyes would

alight upon him again except those of hungry rats..Maria, puzzled but cooperative, left the room as instructed, and Barty removed the correct book

from the stack on the table, without anyone's guidance. He sat in the armchair at his mother's side and began to read:."It's that bad and worse,"

Grace said firmly. "Even if they catch him, you're going to live with the quiet fear that he might escape one day. As long as you know he can find

you, then you're never going to be completely at peace. And if you love this city so much that you'll put Angel in jeopardy ... then who have you

been listening to all these years, girl? Because it hasn't been me.".Neither of them was aware that their personal drama, in all its clumsiness and

glory, had focused the attention of everyone in the restaurant. The cheer that went up at Celestina's acceptance of his proposal caused her to start,

knocking the ring from Wally's hand as he attempted to slip it on her finger. The ring bounced across the table, they both grabbed for it, Wally

made the catch, and this time she was properly betrothed, to wild applause and laughter..Meanwhile, he became an accomplished meditator. Guided

by Bob Chicane, Junior progressed from concentrative meditation with seed the mental image of a bowling pin-to meditation without seed. This

advanced form is far more difficult, because nothing is visualized, and the purpose is to concentrate on making the mind utterly blank..Thrilled by

the music but unable to understand a word of the play, he arranged German lessons with a private tutor..Victoria Bressler lay on the floor of the

small foyer, left arm extended past her head, palm revealed, as though she were waving at the ceiling, right arm across her body in such a way that

her hand cupped her left breast. One leg was extended straight, the other knee drawn up almost demurely. If she had been nude, lying against a

backdrop of rumpled sheets or autumn leaves, or meadow grass, she would have had the perfect posture for a Playboy centerfold..WHEN A

GLASS OF chilled apple juice at dawn stayed on his stomach, Junior Cain was allowed a second glass, though he was admonished He was also

given three saltines..Later, after they finished eating but were still sitting at the table over coffee, the conversation turned solemn, although for the

moment, the subject wasn't the late Harrison White. How long the two women and the girl must hide out, when and where they would be able to

resume lives as normal as might still be possible for them: These were the issues of the moment..His artificial eyes were almost a month old. He'd

been through surgery to have the eye-moving muscles attached to the conjunctiva, and everybody told him that the look and movement were

absolutely real. In fact, they had told him this so often, in the first week or two, that he became suspicious and figured that his new eyes were

totally out of control and spinning like pinwheels..He wiped the steering wheel and every surface that he might have touched during the drive from

Victoria's to the detective's place, where he'd acquired the gardening gloves that he still wore. He got out of the car and, with the door open, wiped

the exterior handle..Over generous slices of Black Forest cake and coffee, Jacob at first held forth on the explosion of a French freighter, carrying a

cargo of ammonium nitrate, at a pier in Texas City, Texas, back in 1947. Five hundred and seventy-six had perished..Gore made him sick. He

refused to attend movies that dwelt on the consequences of violence, and he had even less of a stomach for blood in real life..sport shirt just for no

reason at all, because she thought he'd look nice in it?".Because of his blindness and his intellectual gifts, Barty was home schooled; besides, no

teacher was a match for his autodidactic skills, nor could anyone possibly inspire in him a greater thirst for knowledge than the one with which he

had been born. Angel went to this same informal classroom, and her sole fellow student was also her teacher. They aced the periodic equivalency

tests that the law required. Their constant companionship seemed to be all play, yet was filled with constant learning, too..The girl sucked in deep

lungsful of the weary clouds. "Better hold tight, Mommy, I'm gonna float.".It occurred to her that the knave had come, as foretold by the cards on

that night long ago. She had expected the knave to be a man with sharp eyes and a wicked heart, but the curse was cancer and not a man at all..They

were married in September of that year, much later than even Grace White's wager date. As Grace's guess had been closer than her daughter's,

however, Celestina paid with a month of kitchen duty..During the girl's final appointment, Junior discovered she would be home alone that same

night, her parents at a function she wasn't required to attend. She appeared to reveal this inadvertently, quite innocently; however, Junior was a

bloodhound when it came to smelling seduction, regardless of how subtle the scent..He had never associated Enoch Cain's dreaded Bartholomew

with the disciple Bartholomew in Harrison White's sermon, which had been broadcast once in December '64, the month prior to Naomi's murder

and again in January `65. Even now, with blood-scrawled-and-stabbed Bartholomew on the wall and with This Momentous Day before him in the

brochure, Tom Vanadium couldn't quite make the connection. He strove to pull together the broken lengths in this chain of evidence, but they

remained separated by one missing link..Later, when the seven of them were gathered at the dinner table, the adults raised glasses of Chardonnay,

the children raised tumblers of Pepsi, and Maria gave the toast. "To Bartholomew, the image of his father, who was the kindest man I've ever

known. To my Bonita and my Francesca, who brighten every day. To Edom and Jacob, from who ... from whom I've learned so much that has

made me think about the fragility of life and made me realize how precious is every day. And to Agnes, my dearest friend, who has given me, oh,

so much, including all these words. God bless us, every one.".Shortly past nine o'clock, an hour after Edom and Jacob had gone, Barty came
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downstairs, book in hand. "The twisties are back.".Agnes rubbed noses with him again, kissed him, and rose from the edge of the bed..Babies of

unwed mothers-especially of dead unwed mothers, and especially of dead unwed mothers whose fathers were ministers unable to endure public

mortification-were routinely put up for adoption. Since Seraphim had given birth here, the baby would be-no doubt already had been-adopted by a

San Francisco-area family..If the nun and the nurse could know the loathing that Celestina had felt earlier, they would never allow her here in the

creche, never trust her with this newborn..I'll put you in a twilight sleep, you babbling cretin.  Where'd you earn your medical degree, you nattering

nitwit? Botswana? The Kingdom of Tonga?.His happy expectation thickened into dread when he spotted the ambulance at the curb. And in the

driveway stood the Buick that belonged to Joshua Nunn, their family doctor.."So entertaining, I felt I should have paid for those seats. When the

third machine starts whizzing coins at him, he bolts like a kid running a graveyard at midnight on a dare." Nolly laughed, remembering..Now, here,

lying on a bed in the emergency room of a Sacramento hospital, on a Saturday afternoon only six weeks before the camellia festival, Junior

suffered under the care of a resident physician who was so young as to raise the suspicion that he was merely playing doctor..That night her sleep

was deeper than it had been in a long time, deep as she had expected sleep would never be again, and she was not plagued by any dreams at all, not

a dream of children suffering, nor of tumbling in a car along a rain-washed street, nor of thousands of windblown dead leaves rattling-hissing along

a deserted street and every leaf in fact a jack of spades..With that thought, he made himself laugh. Unfortunately, his laughter was high-pitched and

shaky, and it scared the hell out of him..More walls than not, in both rooms, were lined with bookshelves and file cabinets. Here he kept numerous

case studies of accidents, man-made disasters, serial killers, spree killers: proof undeniable that humanity was a fallen species engaged in both the

unintentional and calculated destruction of itself..The boy's silvery giggles rang as merrily as sleigh bells, his Christmas spirit undampened. "Not

between, Mommy. Nobody could do that. I just ran where the rain wasn't.".After a minute, he slipped his hand into his pocket. The quarter was still

there..daughter's existence. Angel, if that's what she were eventually to be named, lived under a threat as surely as had all the children of

Bethlehem, who'd been slain according to the decree of King Herod. The baby curled one small hand around her aunt's index finger. So tiny,

fragile, she nonetheless gripped with surprising tenacity..He snatched the woman's car keys off the pavement, slid behind the wheel of the Pontiac,

and drove off to find a pharmacy, the only stop that he intended to make until he reached Spruce Hills..They wore out a lot of cards and kept a

generous supply of all types of decks on hand.."That's obvious to us, but not always to others. Apparently, this would have been some years

ago.".Struggling to keep a grip on consciousness, Junior told himself to focus on the future, to live in the future, free of the useless past and the

difficult present, but he could not get into the future far enough to be in a time when the pain was no longer with him..When he held fast to his

sanity, common sense eventually told him that the coin must have been left much earlier in the night, soon after he had set out for Victoria's house.

In fact, in spite of the new locks, Vanadium must have stopped here on his way to see Victoria, unaware that he would meet his death in her

kitchen-and at the hands of the very man he was tormenting..Thus far, there were only two unexpected developments, the first being his explosive

vomiting. He hoped he would never have to endure another such episode..same," Agnes admonished. "Who's been raising you, sugarpie, if you

don't know that? Are you going to pretend you've been brought up by wolves for nine years?"."So what I am is I'm your talking eyes." Lowering

her hand from his face, Angel said, "Do you know where bacon comes from?".Darkrose and Diamond.Neither hesitantly nor recklessly, the boy set

off across the lawn toward the porch steps. He maintained a far straighter line than Agnes would have been able to keep with her eyes closed..He

left by the back door, to avoid the aftermath seeping across the foyer floor. Fog enveloped him, cool and refreshing..The street in front of the

gallery was as flooded by a sea of fog as the alleyway at the back. The headlights of passing traffic probed the gloom like beams from deep-salvage

submersibles at work on the ocean floor..Heaven, and his words touched a tenderness in her, overlaying an arc of pain across the curve of her

smile..The minister had finished. The service was over. No one came to Junior with condolences, because they would see him again shortly, at the

Ford dealership buffet.."You must be thinking of someone else," she said, pushing a wad of bills into his hand. "Me, I'm a jellyfish in high

heels.".The deejay announced song number four for the week: the Beatles' "She's a Woman." The Fab Four filled the Studebaker with music..On

Tuesday, January 2, Junior met with the drug dealer who had introduced him to Google, the document forger, and he arranged to purchase a 9-mm

handgun with custom-machined silencer..Junior drove them a little crazy by pretending not to understand their intent as they circled the issue like

novice snake handlers warily looking for a safe grip on a coiled cobra..A smoldering cigarette, usually dangling aslant from one corner of a hard

mouth set in a cynical sneer, was standard issue for tough-guy gumshoes, but Nolly didn't smoke. His failure to develop this bad habit resulted in a

less satisfyingly murky atmosphere than the clients of a private dick might expect..Onward he came, past the left front fender, gleefully hopping up

and down, as if on a pogo stick, still waving..After examining Phimie, who was nauseous, Daines prescribed an anticonvulsant, an antiemetic, and

a sedative, all intravenously..This is, of course, the purpose of art: to disturb you, to leave you uneasy with yourself and wary of the world, to

undermine your sense of reality in order to make you reconsider all that you think you know. The finest art should shatter you emotionally,

devastate you intellectually, leave you physically ill, and fill you with loathing for those cultural traditions that bind us and weigh us down and

drown us in a sea of conformity. Junior had learned this much, already, from his art appreciation course.."Not really. I love you, Mommy." He

yawned and dropped into sleep with a quickness that always amazed her. And then everything changed in one stunning moment. Changed

profoundly and forever..When the ophthalmologist saw her misery, his kind face softened further, and his pity became palpable..He warily

surveyed those around him as he walked, and looked over his shoulder from time to time. On one of these backward glances, he was unnerved but
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not surprised to see Vanadium's specter..hooves. This was no demon child. Its father's evil was'nt  visibly reflected in its small.Startled, the pianist

turned to face him-and backed off a step, as though his personal space had been too deeply invaded. "Oh, well, thank you, that's kind. I love my

work, you know, it's so much fun it hardly qualifies as work at all. I've been playing the piano since I was six, and I was never one of those children

who whined about having to take lessons. I simply couldn't get enough.".Of course, when turning a quarter across his knuckles, the cop had made

no noise. And he had glided across the hospital room, in the dark, with feline stealth..He had noted all seven names on the bassinets, but he read

them again. He sensed in their names-or in one of their names-the explanation for his seemingly mad perception of a looming threat..Junior could

almost feel sorry for this sad, stocky, haunted detective, deranged by years of difficult public service..Edom marveled at Agnes's ability to rise

above the past and to transcend so many years of torment. She was able to see the house as simple shelter, whereas to her brothers, it was-and

always would be-the place in which their spirits had been shattered. Even living within sight of it would have been out of the question if they had

been employed, with options..The traffic light turned green. Now onward home. Rolex recovered and bright upon his wrist, Junior Cain drove his

Mercedes with a restraint that required more self-control than he had realized he could tap, even with the guidance of Zedd..dropping on the

conversation between Dr. Parkhurst and Vanadium, and  later failing and respond to Vanadium's pointed accusations, his deception would

inevitably be read as an admission of guilt in the murder.The white Buick glided through the tides of fog like a ghost ship plying a ghost

sea..Lipscomb turned to Celestina. "Before lapsing into semicoherence again, your sister said, 'Beezil and Feezil are safe with her,' which may

sound less than coherent to you, but not to me.".Sapphires and emeralds, dazzling gems set in clearest white, ebony pupils at the center. Beautiful

mysteries, these eyes, but no different now than they had ever been, as far as she could tell..As a matter of principle, Junior considered firing the

slit-mouthed troll on the spot, but then Magusson said, "You shouldn't be bothered any further by Detective Vanadium.".He squirmed deep under

the covers, clamped a plump pillow over his head to muffle the singing, and chanted, "Find the father, kill the son," until at last he fell exhausted

into sleep..Tom didn't understand Edom's comment or the smiles that it drew, but otherwise, he was impressed by the ease with which these people

absorbed what he had said and by the imagination with which they began to expand upon his speculation. It was almost as though they had long

known the shape of what he'd told them and that he was only filling in a few confirming details..The weather was good, so he went for a walk,

though he crossed the street repeatedly to avoid passing newspaper-vending machines..Agnes leaned forward in her chair: knees together, clasped

hands resting on her knees, forehead against her hands.."Me too." He closed the ring box. Took a deep breath. Opened the box again. "Celestina,

when I met you, my heart was beating but it was dead. It was cold inside me. I thought it would never be warm again, but because of you, it is. You

have given my life back to me, and I want now to give my life to you. Will you marry me?".The forger's crossed eyes glowed with reflected light

from the screen. He licked his rubbery lips, and his prominent Adam's apple bobbled: "Like to drain my pipes in that Faye Dunaway, huh?"."I've

always wanted to learn the piano myself," Junior claimed, "but I guess you really have to start young.".Friday brought Scamp again, all of Scamp,

all day, every way, wall-to-wall Scamp, so on Saturday he hadn't enough energy to do more than shower..He had experienced considerable

self-revelation during the past eighteen hours, but of all the new qualities he had discovered in himself, Junior was most proud of the realization

that he was such a profoundly sensitive person. This was an admirable character trait, but it would also be a useful screen behind which to commit

whatever ruthless acts were required in this dangerous new life he'd chosen..done with it at last, he opens his mouth, lets the roses be shoved in, the

bitter green taste of the juice crushed from.Bartholomew didn't merely have something to do with babies. Bartholomew was a baby..They had not

come to Junior yesterday in their grief, if in fact they had thought to grieve..Barty followed the movement of her hand, raised his gaze to her eyes,

hesitated, and then said questioningly, "No pie?".If such a small quantity of crushed ice, taken in a single swallow, might cause."Yes.  The dried

root of a Brazilian plant, the ipecacuanha. It induces vomiting with great effectiveness. The active ingredient is a powdered white alkaloid called

emetine.".Toward the front of the house, along a hallway suddenly as dark as a tunnel, toward a vague light in the seething gloom. And here a

window at the end of the hall..Sparky wasn't a bad guy, not easily bought, and if he'd been asked to sell out any tenant other than Cain, he probably

wouldn't have done so at any price. He greatly disliked Cain, however, and considered him to be "as strange and creepy as a syphilitic monkey.".He

stopped straining to see through the black room to the corner armchair. He closed his eyes and tried to lull himself to sleep by summoning into his

mind's eye a lovely but calculatedly monotonous scene of gentle waves breaking on a moonlit shore..Walking rather than riding was now nothing

more than a matter of habit. And by walking, he could delay his arrival at a house that had grown strange to him, a house in which every noise he

made, since Monday, seemed to echo as if through vast caverns..She leaned against the apartment door for a long moment, holding on to the

doorknob and to the thumb-turn of the second deadbolt, as though she were convinced that if she let go, she would float off the floor like a

cloud-stuffed child..Dropped cartridges gleamed on the carpet. Stoop to snatch them up? No. That was asking for a skull-cracking blow..First room

on the left. Move. Kick the door open. The sense of a larger space beyond, no bathroom this time, and darker. Fan the pistol, gripping with both

hands. Two quick shots: muffled cough, muffled cough..He slipped the card out from under the change, turned it over. A joker. Printed in red block

letters across the card was a name, BARTHOLOMEW..And somewhere Selma Galloway, their neighbor, was not a spinster but a married woman

with grandchildren..Dear Lord, how she loved her sugarpie, her little M&M. Three years had passed in what seemed like a month, and although

there had been stress and struggle, too few hours in every day, less time for her art than she would have liked, and little or no time for herself, she

wouldn't have traded being blindsided by motherhood for any amount of wealth, not for anything in the world ... except to have Phimie back. Angel
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was the moon, the sun, the stars, and all the comets streaking through infinite galaxies: an ever-shining light..Happiness could grow out of

unspeakable tragedy with such vigor that it produced dazzling blooms and lush green bracts. This insight served, for Celestina, as a primary

inspiration for her painting and as proof of the grace granted in this world that we might perceive and be sustained by the promise of an ultimate

joy to come..Later, in early '66, out of his coma and recovering sufficiently to have visitors, Vanadium spent a most difficult hour with his old

friend Harrison White. Out of respect for the memory of his lost daughter, and not at all out of concern for his image as a minister, the reverend had

refused to acknowledge either that Seraphim had been pregnant or that she'd been raped-although Max Bellini had already confirmed the pregnancy

and believed, based on cop's instinct, that it had been the consequence of rape. Harrison's attitude seemed to be that Phimie was gone, that' nothing

could be gained by opening this wound, and that even if there was a villain involved, the Christian thing was to forgive, if not forget, and to trust in

divine justice..Another machine beside the first, stocked with copies of a sexually explicit publication for gays, fired a quarter that hit Junior's

forehead. The next snapped against the bridge of his nose..What he saw next in the brochure wasn't the link that he sought, but it alarmed him so

much that the three-fold pamphlet rattled in his hands. The reception for Celestina's show had been this evening, had ended more than three hours

ago..He would never allow himself to be bankrupted and made poor again. Never. His fortune had been won at enormous risk, with great fortitude

and determination. He must defend it at any cost.."I get frustrated," he admitted. "Trying to learn how to do things in the dark ... I get peed off, as

they say.".folded over his too-tight shirt collar, and with a second chin more prominent than.THE SUN ROSE above clouds, above fog, and with

the gray day came a silver drizzle. The city was lanced by needles of rain, and filth drained from it, swelling the gutters with a poisonous flood..A

dry laugh escaped the detective, but it had none of the warmth of most people's laughter. "You're not bad, Enoch. You're just not as good as you

think you are.".From time to time, he halted, leaning against the walker as if in need of rest. He took care occasionally to grimace-convincingly, not

too theatrically---and to breathe harder than necessary..He was about to lift the body out of the chair when he heard the car in the driveway. He

might not have caught the sound of the engine so distinctly and so early if the stereo had not been in the process of changing albums..Livor mortis

had already set in, blood draining to the lowest points of her body, leaving the fronts of her bare legs, one side of each bare arm, and her face

ghastly pale..When all were gathered on the porch, lined up across the head of the steps and along the railing, in chill damp air that smelled faintly

of ozone and less faintly of jasmine, Barty said, "Mr. Vanadium, your quarter trick is really cool. But here's something out of Heinlein.".Angel was

lying on a towel on the convertible sofa, where Grace had just changed her diaper.."Maria is coming by with Francesca and Bonita," Agnes said.

"We might as well put all the extensions in the table. Barty, call Uncle Jacob and Uncle Edom and invite them for dinner.".Junior glanced over his

shoulder even as Celestina turned and fled. He caught only a glimpse of her disappearing into the inner hallway..Out of respect for his mother,

Barty struggled to hold fast to his eyeless second sight, living in the idea of a world where he still had vision, until she had been accorded the

honors she deserved and had been laid to rest beside his father..The galerieur's icy demeanor thawed marginally at this proof of taste and financial

resources. He either smiled or grimaced at a vague but unpleasant smell-hard to tell which-and identified himself as the owner, Maxim

Coquin..Junior flung back the covers and came to his feet, but his knees proved weak, and he sat at once on the edge of the bed..A quick tug on

each pants cuff revealed no ankle holster, which was how many cops would choose to carry an off-duty piece..As luck would have it," the nun said,

"Dr. Lipscomb was in the when it happened. He'd just delivered another baby under.Junior was reminded of a scene in an old movie, something

Naomi wanted to watch, a love story set during the Black Plague: a horse drawn cart rolling through the medieval streets of London or Paris, the

driver ringing a hand bell and crying, "Bring out your dead, bring out your dead!" If contemporary San Francisco had provided such a convenient

service, he wouldn't have had to toss Neddy Gnathic in the Dumpster in the first place..replace her. I'd never be able to spend a penny of it. Not a

penny. I'd have to give it away. What would be the point?".The right side of the girl's face appeared to be more strongly affected by gravity.Moving

out of the doorway, into the bedroom, he said, "What book would that be?"."I know Edom and Jacob have been a burden," said Vinnie, "you

having to be responsible for them-".Lifted from his despair by this exhilarating wrath, Junior turned away from the mirror, looking for the bright

side once more. Perhaps it was the bathroom window..She was of two minds about this. She wanted him, wanted to be held and cherished, to

satisfy him and to be satisfied. But she was the daughter of a minister: The concept of sin and consequences was perhaps less deeply ingrained in

some daughters of bankers or bakers than in a child of a Baptist clergyman. She was an anachronism in this age of easy sex, a virgin by choice, not

by lack of opportunity. Although she'd recently read a magazine article containing the claim that even in this era of free love, forty-nine percent of

brides were virgins on their wedding day, she didn't believe it and assumed that she'd chanced upon a publication that had fallen through a reality

warp between this world and a more prudish one parallel to it. She was no prude, but she wasn't a spendthrift, either, and her honor was a treasure

that shouldn't be thoughtlessly thrown away. Honor! She sounded like a maid of old, pining in a castle tower, waiting for her Sir Lancelot. I'm not

just a virgin, I'm a freak! But even putting the idea of sin aside for a moment, assuming that maidenly honor was as pass? as bustles, she still

preferred to wait, to savor the thought of intimacy, to allow expectation to build, and to start their conjugal life together with no slightest possibility

of regret. Nevertheless, she had decided that if he was ready for the commitment that she believed he'd already teetered on the edge of expressing

three times, then she would set aside all misgivings in the name of love and would lie down with him, and hold him, and give of herself with all her

heart.."We have reason to believe that the man who raped your sister is stalking you.".Following a month of recuperation and postoperative

medical care, Junior was able to return to his twice-a-week classes in art appreciation. He resumed, as well, his almost daily strolls through the
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city's better galleries and fine museums.
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