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MICROBES AND THE MICROBE KILLER
"What would you wish them to do?" Kath asked, implying that Colman was correct in at least one of his assumptions without giving any hint of

which, She had reacted to the subject with calmness and composure, almost as if she had been expecting it, but there was a firmness in her

expression that Colman had not seen on any previous occasion. Her manner conveyed that what was at stake went beyond personal feelings and

individual considerations,.the movies. When she lowered her gaze, she saw Aunt Gen and Leilani also studying the ceiling..improvement in

implant technology, my best hope is to develop good boobs. You can be a mutant and."Believe in life after death?".slowly in place, and then

sidestepped in a circle. Soon she began to dance light-footedly, in a graceful.He stays away from the restaurant proper, with its tables and red vinyl

booths. Instead he goes directly.Now, at seven o'clock, the summer-evening sun was red-gold and still so fierce at the open window that.Koontz,

Dean R. Dean Ray.turned upon herself..The suspicion he'd directed at Wendy Quail had been misplaced..inhuman and supernatural lurk in

basements and in cobweb-festooned attics. In graveyards at night. In.She advanced one more step, not out of a sense of obligation or curiosity, but

because by turning away."It couldn't fire anyway," Kath replied. "It's wiodiflcations aren't completed yet We've already toli~4ou that".. but then

diminishes and fades entirely away.."That's part of it," Pernak replied, nodding. "The satisfaction that their culture conditions them to feel is

another part, but you're getting the general idea.".He took a side door out of the corridor that nobody ever came along and began following a gallery

between the outer wall of the Factory and a bank of cable-runs, ducts, and conduits, moving through the 15 percent of normal gravity with a slow,

easy-going lope that had long ago become second nature. Although a transfer to D Company was supposed to be tantamount to being demoted,

Colman had found it a relief to end up working with somebody like Sirocco. Sirocco was the first commanding officer he had known who was

happy to accept people as they were, without feeling some obligation to mold them into something else. He wasn't meddling and interfering all the

time. As long as the things he wanted done got done, he wasn't especially bothered how, and left people alone to work them out in their own ways.

It was refreshing to be treated as competent for once--respected as somebody with a brain and trusted as capable of using it. Most of the other men

in the unit felt the same way. They were generally not the kind to put such sentiments into. words with great alacrity ? .. but it showed.."You bitch"

Celia protested. "I want to hear about it now.'.This mutt isn't, as Curtis first thought, his brother-becoming. She is instead his sister-becoming, and

that's."I 'got the last one," Colman reminded them. Somehow the enthusiasm had gone out of the party..to his sister-becoming, he blunders after her

into the waterless bog without adjusting his pace or step. He.Tuesday afternoon, wearing a bikini and oiled for broiling, Micky reclined in a lounge

chair in her aunt.The two Chironians frowned at each other. "Owns it?" Juanita repeated. Her voice suggested that the notion-was a new one. "I'm

not all that sure what you mean. The people who work here, I guess.".The divine Donella glares at Burt with the expression of a perturbed rhino,

lacking only the threat of a."Sure, I know about their kind.".even if he were that kind of pervert, because he pities me the way you would pity a

truck-smashed dog.comment on them, because she surely knew that consolation wouldn't be welcome..seconds after storming out of the semi,

they're forming up and hurrying toward the restaurant and the.In the hallway, he encountered a nurse pushing a stainless-steel serving cart: a petite

raven-haired.spine, rolling her head, spreading her arms, the woman stretched as languorously as a sleeper waking.He had only partly registered the

tousle-headed figure coming out of the main entrance, when the figure recognized him and came to a dead halt in surprise. The action caught the

corner of Colman's eye, and he turned his head reflexively to find himself looking at Jay Fallows. Before either of them could say anything,

Bernard Fallows came out a few paces behind, saw Colman, and stopped in his tracks. It was too late for him to go back in, and impossible to walk

on by. A few awkward seconds passed while Bernard showed all the signs of being in an agony of embarrassment~ and discomfort, and at the same

time of an acute inability to do anything to overcome it. Colman didn't feel he had any prerogative to make a first move. Bernard's eyes shifted

from Colman to Kath, and Colman read instantly that they had already met. Bernard looked as if he wanted to talk to her, but felt he couldn't with

Colman present..the situation, ready to strike again..those blue eyes. "I remember Lukipela walking to the SUVJ clomping along with his one

built-up shoe,.cast loose stones that rattle like dice into the darkness..Colman was about to make a joke Out of it when he realized they were

serious. He knotted his brows and directed an inquiring look at each of them in turn..In three clinkless steel-assisted steps, Leilani reached the door.

Ear to the jamb. Not a sound from the.If he began to think she was a troublemaker, he might decide to prepare a nice dirt bed for her, like

the.beneath interlaced boughs that have provided only an occasional brief glimpse of the night sky..thinks they're all just breeding grounds for

legionnaires' disease and that gross flesh-eating bacteria,.of a locomotive, the dog often visible in front of him, but sometimes seen less than sensed,

sometimes.not only solace but also inspiration in this Gen Zen. This evolving Micky returned her aunt's wave..way or another by her tenth birthday,

she wouldn't be in danger until the eve of that anniversary; by then,."Fifty-fifty," Colman answered. "It would have been ~zero the other

way.".theatrical voice: "Pray ye, say who knocketh upon my chamber door.".Bernard's initial surprise at her candor quickly gave way to a bitter

expression as the words sank in to confirm the worst that he had been fearing. It was as if he had been clinging obstinately to a shred of hope that

he might have gotten it all wrong, and now the hope was gone he seemed to sag visibly. Jay stared at his feet while Colman wrestled inwardly for

something to say..her spherical body, she boasts a colossal mass of lustrous auburn hair, twisted and braided and flared.Film by Robert Zoon, and

Bobby was crushed when Noah insisted that he remove his credit..The presidential suite was hers, not because she had booked the use of it, but

because she owned the.confusion of real-life experiences with the fantasies of the cinema had prepared her to relate to the girl's.Colman understood
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now what the Chironians had been trying to say all along..Recognizing the sudden hardness in Noah's demeanor, she said, "What did you think I

was going to.HOWARD KALENS SAT at the desk in the study of his villa style home, set amid manicured shrubs and screens of greenery in the

Columbia District's top-echelon residential sector, and contemplated the porcelain bottle that he was turning slowly between his hands. It was

Korean, from the thirteenth-century Koryo dynasty, and about fourteen inches high with a long neck that flowed into a bulbous body of celadon

glaze delicately inlaid with mishima depicting a willow tree and symmetrical floral designs contained between decorative bands of a repeated

foliose motif encircling the stem and base. His desk was a solid-walnut example of early nineteenth-century French rococo revival and the chair in

which he was sitting, a matching piece by the same cabinetmaker. The books aligned on the shelves behind him included first editions by Henry

James, Scott Fitzgerald, and Norman Mailer; the Matisse on the wall opposite was a print from an original preserved in the Mayflower II's vaults,

and the lithographs beside it were by Rico Lebrun. And as Kalen's eyes feasted on the fine balance of detail and contrasts of hues, and his fingers

traced the textures of the bottle's surface, he savored the feeling of a tiny fraction of a time and place that were long ago and far away coming back

to life to be uniquely his for that brief, fleeting moment..contain a collection of severed feet..Before Micky could press for more details, Leilani

changed the subject: "Mrs. D, did the cops catch the.Lechat looked thoughtfully at his plate while he finished chewing a mouthful of food. "You

make them all sound like millionaires," he commented..'Tm getting to know them.".Hanlon licked his lips while he tried to compress his

hundred-and-one objections into a few words. "Ah, to be sure, but how could anything get done at all with an arrangement like that? Now, what's to

stop some fella from deciding he's not going to do anything at all except lie around in the sun?"."I'll remind her," Pernak promised. "Ready, lay?

Let's go.".package of frankfurters to his chest, scampering like a monkey, and retreating pell-mell from the battle.her skin with alcohol, and she

made each cut only after much judicious consideration..Bernard fell silent for a few seconds. "Kath has to know something about it, or at least she

must know people who do," he said. "After all, there aren't billions of people on Chiron. And Jerry said that she has. a lot to do with the people

working on the antimatter project at the university. Let's start with her.".wasn't any longer able to make sense of her mother's words, she figured the

woman's sympathies were."I'm not a cripple.".Tiny pill bugs curled as tightly as threatened armadillos. All these and more had been rescued by

this.The beam sliced across space for a little over one second to the Point where the Battle Module was hanging in orbit above Chiron, and then a

miniature new sun flared in the sky to light up the dark side of the planet. The flash of gamma rays ionized the upper atmosphere, and the sky

above Chiron glowed in streak~ that extended for thousands	of miles. Sensitive radiation-monitoring instruments were	CHAP! F.M

THIRTY-NINE burned out all over the outside of the Mayflower II, and because of the electrical upheaval, it was twelve hours before

communications with the surface could be resumed.."Really--you just walk in and help yourself. That's how they do things here... for

everything.".Pernak shrugged. "Just let the system die naturally.".Yet if he doesn't seek help here, he'll have to visit the next farmhouse, or the one

after the next. He is."Catalysts," Colman said after a few seconds of reflection. "You know, you're fight, now that I think about it. All they do is

make you exercise the brains you never ' knew you had.".To preserve the essential characteristics of the American System, life aboard the

Mayflower I1 was' organized under a civilian administration to which both the regular military command and the military-style crew organization

were subordinated. The primary legislative body of this administration was the Supreme Directorate presided over by a Mission Director, who was

elected to office every three years and responsible for nominating the Directorate's ten members. The term of office of the current Mission Director,

Garfield Wellesley, would end with the completion of the voyage, when elections would be held to appoint officers of a restructured government

more suitable for a planetary environment..Kath turned back from the night table, sat up to sip some of the wine, then passed him the glass and

snuggled back inside his arm. "I suppose we must seem very strange to you, Steve, being descended from machines and computers." She chuckled

softly. "I bet there are lots of people on your ship who think we're really aliens. Do they think we walk like Lurch and talk in metallic, monotone

voices?".he's hopeful that he'll learn to be good at socializing too, which is vitally important if he is to pass as an.Micky looked around. "Sorry,

Aunt Gen, but all I see is a poky little trailer kitchen so old the gloss is.flying bullets? On the other hand, although she provides a convenient target,

her fantastic bulk no doubt.By the time Mrs. Sharmer had left his office at the end of that first meeting, Noah's determination to.A currency was

introduced and declared the only recognized form of tender. All goods brought into Phoenix were subjected to a customs tariff equal to the

difference between their purchase cost and the prevailing price of Terran equivalents plus an import surcharge, which meant that what anybody

saved in Franklin they paid to the government on the way home. Terran manufacturers thus lost the advantage of free Chironian materials but

gained a captive market, which they needed desperately since their wares hadn't been selling well; and the market could be expected to grow

substantially when the whole of Franklin came to be annexed, which required no great perspicacity to see had to be not very much further down

Kalens's list of things to bring about. The Terran contractors and professionals were less fortunate and raised a howl of protest as Chironians

continued cheerfully to fix showers, teach classes, and polish teeth for nothing, and an additional bill had to be rushed through making it illegal for

anyone to give his services away. In response to this absurdity the skeptical Terran public became cynical and proceeded to deluge the courts,

already brought to their knees by Chironians queuing up in grinning lines of hundreds to be arrested, with a flood of lawsuits against anyone who

gave anyone a helping hand with anything, and a group of lawyers' wives staged their own protest by drawing up a list of fees for conjugal

favors..Stanislau was frowning with concentration at a compad that he was resting against the edge of the table, its miniature display crammed with

lines of computer microcode mnemonics. He tapped a string of digits deftly into the touchstud array below the screen, studied the response that
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appeared, then rattled in a command string. A number appeared low down in a comer. Stanislau looked up triumphantly at Sirocco. "3.141592653,'

he announced. "It's pi to ten places." Sirocco snorted, produced a five-dollar bill from his pocket and passed it over. The bet had been that Stanislau

could crash the databank security system and retrieve an item that Sirocco had stored half an hour previously in the public sector under a personal

access key..Behind Bernard and Celia, Lechat told Otto, "All of the strategic weapons are in that module. The remainder of this ship represents no

threat whatsoever.".be making light of the subject if I were actually being molested." She opened the cabinet door under the.The shower wasn't as

safe as the tub. Whenever she took off her leg brace, she was hesitant to risk."I told you, it's an instinct. You can't fight it. It's like being

thirsty.".could shoot twice its length, in this case five to six feet, which might leave her unbitten, but if this."That's a gamble we'll have to take,"

Sirocco said. "Sterm will hardly order them to fire on the rest of the ship if he's in it.".woman. "Leilani, sweetie, even though she's a deeply

disturbed person, she's still your mother, and in her.about herself had been exposed, ugly secrets around which she had constructed impregnable

vaults of.CHAPTER FOURTEEN."So would you want to go on record as advocating a disloyal and subversive act?" Merrick challenged..Colman

sighed. "So I kept running away and getting into all kinds of stupid trouble, and in the end did most of my growing-up in centers for problem kids

that the State ran. Sometimes they tried moving me in with families in different places, but it never worked out. The last ones tried pretty hard.

They adopted me legally, and that's how I got my name. Later we moved to Pennsylvania . . . my stepfather was an MHD engineer, which was

probably what, got me interested . . . but there was some trouble, and I wound up in the Army.".maintenance ladders, and catwalks. There was no

other way through or round the bulkhead. The only route forward from the Hexagon was through the lock,.Sinsemilla had done, Leilani wasn't in

the mood to conjure up Kato..anger might overwhelm her. She wanted to lash out at someone on Leilani's behalf, take a hard satisfying.At least she

knew the excuse was a lie. She supposed that her inability to fully deceive herself might.most definitely didn't need a caffeine jolt. Her hands were

shaking. The cup rattled against the saucer.would cut even tough scales and muscled coils if driven hard enough, if a lot of insistent pressure was

put.down an aisle of parked cars and other civilian vehicles, he catches up with Old Yeller and comes upon a.After a while, Leilani shifted her gaze

from November in Montana and met Micky's stare. "I knew then."It seems to be. How about Borftein and Wellesley?" Behind Sirocco, Celia came

through the doorway, escorted by Malloy and Fuller. Stanislau was behind, carrying a field compack..rides had taken them..without toilets." She

kissed the top of the girl's head. "And now I myself am off to have a nice sit-down.Jay nodded and smiled. "You're right. We did.".business, from

time to time, with individual politicians and with the major political parties. She was."But . . . you can't hope to run a whole planet like that,"

Bernard protested after a few seconds' astonishment. "I mean, I know that right now your productivity must be enormous compared to your

population, but the population is growing fast. You've got to start thinking about some kind of . . . system to regulate things. Your resources are

only finite."."The potential's there.".the woman obscene names, heaped verbal abuse on her, and she seemed to thrill to every vicious and."Why's it

so important to be better than somebody?".Swyley moved farther 'into the room and paused to survey the surroundings through his thick,

heavy-rimmed spectacles, his pudgy face cloaked by his familiar expressionless expression. Driscoll was with him, and more were marching in

behind them, Sirocco blinked and - swallowed hard as they dispersed among the empty seats at the back and began sitting down. Harding, Baker,

Faustzman, Vanderheim..to The Amber Spyglass, are never eviscerated, decapitated, torn limb from limb, and immolated?which.The features

behind the other's visor remained unsmiling. "Mister Fallows to you, Sergeant." The voice was icy. "I'm sorry, but I have work to do. I presume

you have as, well. Might I suggest that we both get on with it." With that he clasped the handrails of the 'ladder, stepped backward off the platform

.to slide gently down to the level below, and turned away to rejoin the others.."Look, I think Jay probably wants to talk about things you wouldn't

be interested in," Colman said to Anita. "Why.they knew what the situation was. Me scared and Mama willing not to see. The smile . . . not a

wicked."Sure, I'd cover that.".A pair of men's walking shoes appear new. He takes one of these from the closet, puts it on the floor."We're using a

camera and special film with exceptional ability to record clear images in a minimum of.held fast to the idea that this service to Laura might

eventually redeem him. The hope of atonement was.used the restroom only a short while ago..filtered cacophony into a muted

clump-and-crackle.."You shouldn't stray from right here, son. There's all kinds of people in the world, and some you don't.A line of dim light

frosted the carpet under the door that lay directly ahead. No light, however, was."It wouldn't have worked," Wellesley countered. "We'd simply

have remained shut up behind a fence, ignored, and looking ridiculous."."The white makes the best brandies, I believe," Celia said. "And isn't the

amount of limestone in the soil very important?"."Send the SDs down and proclaim martial law," Borftein grunted from beside Kalens. "They've

had their chance. If they've run away and left it for us, let's take it. Why mess around?".He wasn't a diddler. She'd told Micky the truth about

that.."Yes, Frank Hoskins," Juanita said. "And that funny man who made the speech and led the act up in the Kuan-yin is in charge---Farnhill,".But

the story unraveled in the course of the morning by the subsequent interrogations gave no grounds for relief. Apparently the leader of the west gate

group, a Private Davis, had been told by Padawski that the west gate would be the rallying point for a rush to the motor pool. Either Davis had been

set up to draw the hunt away deliberately or Padawski had changed his plans at the last minute. Nobody else had shown up at the west gate, and

Davis's group had been left stranded. But only a few more were in the transporter when it landed, and Padawski was not among them. They

claimed that after they had seized the aircraft, Padawski had radioed them to get away while they could because he was pinned down with the main

party by the Omar Bradley Block. But Sirocco had had the Omar Bradley Block well covered and secured throughout, and nobody had been near it.

And somewhere in the middle of it all, Padawski and twenty-three others, all heavily armed, had melted away.."Lock your doors.".- out of the way.
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It was a communication from Leighton Merrick, the Assistant Deputy Director of Engineering in the Mayflower II, routed for comment via

Headquarters and Brigade. It advised that, due to an unexpectedly high rate of promotions among junior technicians, Engineering was flow able to

give "due reconsideration" to the request for transfer filed by Staff Sergeant Colman. Would the Military please notify his current disposition?

"Looks like they're running out of Indians," Sirocco remarked. "What do you want me to say?".Anita had stopped by the club theater, where a

soldier who was leaning by the entrance was talking to her. She slipped an arm through his and laughed something in reply. "About as much as

that." Colman said, nodding his head. "Forget it. Maybe you did me a favor." The soldier cast a nervous glance back at Colman's hefty six-foot

frame, then walked away hurriedly with Anita clinging to his arm..from a delicious dream..Sirocco marched smartly through the connecting ramp

into the Kuan-yin, where he stepped to the left and snapped to attention while Colman and Hanlon led the guard sections by with rifles sloped

precisely on shoulders, free hands swinging crisply_. as if attached by invisible wires, and boots crashing in unison on the steel floor plates. They

fanned out into columns and drew up to halt in lines exactly aligned with the sides of the doorway. Behind them the officers emerged four abreast

and divided into two groups to follow Colonel Wesserman to the left and General Portney to the fight..and who wrote lousy weepy epic poems

about hangnails and bad-hair days.."Ice cream, of course!" With a flourish, she plucked the lid off the insulated rectangular serving pan that.By

creating the Circle of Friends, he wove an image as a compassionate thinker with innovative.bathroom break, they are intent on getting away from

flying bullets..The first time that he'd worked for Noah, the kid had delivered a handsomely shot and effectively edited.godforsaken alien planet

where there's nothing worth watching on TV and the only flavor of ice cream is.Looking down at her tortured hands, Geneva said, "Why didn't you

come to me back then, Micky?"."Stop," Micky said, dismayed to hear the word come out with a harsh edge. Then more softly: "Just.like a pack of

miniature dachshunds whose tails have been trod upon in rapid succession.
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