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The folk took compassion on him and gave him to eat and drink and he abode with them awhile. Then he questioned them of the way that led to the

kingdom of his uncle Belehwan, but told them not that he was his uncle. So they taught him the way and he ceased not to go barefoot, till he drew

near his uncle's capital, and he naked and hungry, and indeed his body was wasted and his colour changed. He sat down at the gate of the city, and

presently up came a company of King Belehwan's chief officers, who were out a-hunting and wished to water their horses. So they lighted down to

rest and the youth accosted them, saying, 'I will ask you of somewhat, wherewith do ye acquaint me.' Quoth they, 'Ask what thou wilt.' And he said,

'Is King Belehwan well?' They laughed at him and answered, 'What a fool art thou, O youth! Thou art a stranger and a beggar, and what concern

hast thou with the king's health?' Quoth he, 'Indeed, he is my uncle;' whereat they marvelled and said, 'It was one question (135) and now it is

become two.' Then said they to him, 'O youth, it is as thou wert mad. Whence pretendest thou to kinship with the king? Indeed, we know not that

he hath aught of kinsfolk, except a brother's son, who was prisoned with him, and he despatched him to wage war upon the infidels, so that they

slew him.' 'I am he,' answered Melik Shah, 'and they slew me not, but there betided me this and that.'.33. Ali the Persian and the Kurd Sharper

ccxciv.Officer's Story, The Sixth, ii. 146..Officer's Story, The Tenth, ii. 172..King Azadbekht and his Son, History of, i. 61.."O Shehrzad," quoth

Shehriyar, "finish unto us the story that thy friend told thee, for that it resembleth the story of a king whom I knew; but fain would I hear that which

betided the people of this city and what they said of the affair of the king, so I may return from that wherein I was." "With all my heart," answered

Shehrzad. "Know, O august king and lord of just judgment and praiseworthy excellence and exceeding prowess, that, when the folk heard that the

king had put away from him his custom and returned from that which had been his wont, they rejoiced in this with an exceeding joy and offered up

prayers for him. Then they talked with one another of the cause of the slaughter of the girls, and the wise said, 'They (162) are not all alike, nor are

the fingers of the hand alike.'".Ilan Shah and Abou Temam, Story of, i. 126..O thou that blamest me for my heart and railest at my ill, ii.

101..Mariyeh opened the mantle, and when she saw that necklace, and indeed the place was illumined with the lustre thereof, she looked at her

slave-girl and said to her, "By Allah, O Shefikeh, one look at him were liefer to me than all that my hand possesseth! Would I knew what I shall do,

whenas Baghdad is empty of him and I hear no tidings of him!" Then she wept and calling for inkhorn* and paper and pen of brass, wrote the

following verses:.There was once, of old time, in one of the tribes of the Arabs, a woman great with child by her husband, and they had a hired

servant, a man of excellent understanding. When the woman came to [the time of her] delivery, she gave birth to a maid-child in the night and they

sought fire of the neighbours. So the journeyman went in quest of fire..? ? ? ? ? How many a king for my sweet sake with other kings hath vied,

Still craving union with me and suing for my sight!.Thirteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 181..? ? ? ? ? b. The Singer and the Druggist

dccclxxxviii.Then he took my clothes and washed them and dried them, and put them on me; after which he said to me, "Get thee gone to thy

house." So I returned to my house and he accompanied me, till I came thither, when he said to me, "May God not forsake thee! I am thy friend

[such an one, who used to take of thee goods on credit,] and I am beholden to thee for kindness; but henceforward thou wilt never see me

more."'.The merchant went out and returned to the old woman, who, seeing him changed of colour, said to him, 'What did he ask thee, [may God

confound] his hoariness?' So he acquainted her with the case and she said to him, 'Fear not; I will bring thee forth of this [strait].' Quoth he, 'God

requite thee with good!' And she said, 'To-morrow go to him with a stout heart and say, "The answer to that whereof thou askest me is that thou put

the heads of two staves into one of the holes; then take the other two staves and lay them across the middle of the first two and stop with their heads

the second hole and with their butts the fourth hole. Then take the butts of the first two staves and stop with them the third hole."' (232)."If it must

be and no help, admit Jerir." So Adi went forth and admitted Jerir, who entered, saying:.?STORY OF THE CREDULOUS HUSBAND.When Er

Reshid came to the throne, he invested Jaafer ben Yehya ben Khalid el Bermeki (156) with the vizierate. Now Jaafer was eminently distinguished

for generosity and munificence, and the stories of him to this effect are renowned and are written in the books. None of the viziers attained to the

rank and favour which he enjoyed with Er Reshid, who was wont to call him brother (157) and used to carry him with him into his house. The

period of his vizierate was nineteen years, (158) and Yehya one day said to his son Jaafer, "O my son, what time thy reed trembleth, water it with

kindness." (159) Opinions differ concerning the reason of Jaafer's slaughter, but the better is as follows. Er Reshid could not brook to be parted

from Jaafer nor from his [own] sister Abbaseh, daughter of El Mehdi, a single hour, and she was the loveliest woman of her time; so he said to

Jaafer, "I will marry thee to her, that it may be lawful to thee to look upon her, but thou shalt not touch her." [Accordingly, they were married] and

they used both to be present in Er Reshid's sitting chamber. Now the Khalif would rise bytimes [and go forth] from the chamber, and they being

both young and filled with wine, Jaafer would rise to her and swive her. She conceived by him and bore a handsome boy and fearing Er Reshid,

despatched the newborn child by one of her confidants to Mecca the Holy, may God the Most High advance it in honour and increase it in

venerance and nobility and magnification! The affair abode concealed till there befell despite between Abbaseh and one of her slave-girls,

whereupon the latter discovered the affair of the child to Er Reshid and acquainted him with its abiding-place. So, when the Khalif made the

pilgrimage, he despatched one who brought him the boy and found the affair true, wherefore he caused befall the Barmecides that which befell.

(160).There was once a king of the kings, by name Ibrahim, to whom the kings abased themselves and did obedience; but he had no son and was

straitened of breast because of this, fearing lest the kingship go forth of his hand. He ceased not vehemently to desire a son and to buy slave-girls
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and lie with them, till one of them conceived, whereat he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and gave gifts and largesse galore. When the girl's months

were accomplished and the season of her delivery drew near, the king summoned the astrologers and they watched for the hour of her child-bearing

and raised astrolabes [towards the sun] and took strait note of the time. The damsel gave birth to a male child, whereat the king rejoiced with an

exceeding joy, and the people heartened each other with the glad news of this..So she made ready and setting out, traversed the deserts and spent

treasures till she came to Sejestan, where she called a goldsmith to make her somewhat of trinkets. [Now the goldsmith in question was none other

than the prince's friend]; so, when he saw her, he knew her (for that the prince had talked with him of her and had depictured her to him) and

questioned her of her case. She acquainted him with her errand, whereupon he buffeted his face and rent his clothes and strewed dust on his head

and fell a-weeping. Quoth she, 'Why dost thou thus?' And he acquainted her with the prince's case and how he was his comrade and told her that he

was dead; whereat she grieved for him and faring on to his father and mother, [acquainted them with the case]..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fox and the Wild

Ass dcccciv.? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlvi.Quoth the merchant, 'Indeed, it is as the old man avoucheth and he is an

excellent judge.' And the king said, 'Increase his allowance.' But the old man stood still and did not go away. So the king said to him, 'Why dost

thou not go about thy business?' And he answered, 'My business is with the king.' 'Name what thou wouldst have,' said the king, and the other

replied, 'I would have thee question me of the quintessences of men, even as thou hast questioned me of the quintessences of horses.' Quoth the

king, 'We have no occasion to question thee of [this].' But the old man replied, 'I have occasion to acquaint thee.' 'Say what thou pleasest,' rejoined

the king, and the old man said, 'Verily, the king is the son of a baker.' Quoth the king 'How knowest thou that?' And the other replied, 'Know, O

king, that I have examined into degrees and dignities (210) and have learnt this.'.? ? ? ? ? Compared with thine enjoyment, the hardest things are

light To win and all things distant draw near and easy be..Thiefs Story, The, ii. 165..Merchant, The Unlucky, i. 73..Then he turned back, pondering

upon that sleeping youth, and coming to him, as he slept, lighted down from his horse and sat down by him. He fixed his eyes upon his face and

considered him awhile and said in himself, 'For aught I know, this youth may be Melik Shah.' And he fell a-hemming and saying, 'Harkye, O

youth!' Whereupon the sleeper awoke and sat up; and the eunuch said to him, 'Who is thy father in this village and where is thy dwelling?' The

youth sighed and answered, 'I am a stranger;' and the eunuch said, 'From what land art thou and who is thy father?' Quoth the other, 'I am from such

a land,' and the eunuch ceased not to question him and he to answer him, till he was certified of him and knew him. So he rose and embraced him

and kissed him and wept over his case. Moreover, he told him that he was going about in quest of him and informed him that he was come privily

from the king his mother's husband and that his mother would be content [to know] that he was alive and well, though she saw him not..? ? ? ? ? Ye

sleep; by Allah, sleep comes not to ease my weary lids; But from mine eyes, since ye have passed away, the blood doth rain..Sabir (Abou), Story

of, i. 90..When the king heard their speech, he bade the crier make proclamation in the thoroughfares of the city that the troops should prepare [for

the march] and that the horsemen should mount and the footmen come forth; nor was it but the twinkling of the eye ere the drums beat and the

trumpets sounded; and scarce was the forenoon of the day passed when the city was blocked with horse and foot. So the king passed them in review

and behold, they were four-and-twenty thousand in number, horsemen and footmen. He bade them go forth to the enemy and gave the

commandment over them to Said ibn el Wakidi, a doughty cavalier and a valiant man of war. So the horsemen set out and fared on along the bank

of the Tigris..? ? ? ? ? Is there a man of you will come, that I may heal his paint With blows right profitful for him who's sick for lust of fight?.So

he went round about, as the druggist bade him, till the sun grew hot, but found none drinking. Then he entered a by-street, that he might rest

himself, and seeing there a handsome and lofty house, stood in its shade and fell to observing the goodliness of its ordinance. As he was thus

engaged, behold, a window opened and there appeared thereat a face, as it were the moon. Quoth she, (193) 'What aileth thee to stand there? Dost

thou want aught?' And he answered, 'I am a stranger,' and acquainted her with his case; whereupon quoth she, 'What sayst thou to meat and drink

and the enjoyment of a fair-face[d one] and getting thee what thou mayst spend?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'this is my desire and that in quest

whereof I am going about.'.? ? ? ? ? o. The King's Son and the Merchant's Wife dxci.Quoth I (and mine a body is of passion all forslain), iii.

81..Now the four women who thus accosted Tuhfeh were the princess Kemeriyeh, daughter of King Es Shisban, and her sisters; and Kemeriyeh

loved Tuhfeh with an exceeding love. So, when she came up to her, she fell to kissing and embracing her, and Iblis said, 'Fair befall you! Take me

between you.' At this Tuhfeh laughed and Kemeriyeh said, 'O my sister, I love thee and doubtless hearts have their evidences, (197) for, since I saw

thee, I have loved thee.' 'By Allah,' replied Tuhfeh, 'hearts have deeps, (198) and thou, by Allah, art dear to me and I am thy handmaid.' Kemeriyeh

thanked her for this and said to her, 'These are the wives of the kings of the Jinn: salute them. This is Queen Jemreh, (199) that is Queen Wekhimeh

and this other is Queen Sherareh, and they come not but for thee.' So Tuhfeh rose to her feet and kissed their hands, and the three queens kissed her

and welcomed her and entreated her with the utmost honour..Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of Cashghar, ii. 195..The Khalif marvelled at

my speech and said, 'How great is this king! Indeed, his letter testifieth of him; and as for the magnificence of his dominion, thou hast acquainted

us with that which thou hast seen; so, by Allah, he hath been given both wisdom and dominion.' Then he bestowed on me largesse and dismissed

me, so I returned to my house and paid the poor-rate (216) and gave alms and abode in my former easy and pleasant case, forgetting the grievous

stresses I had suffered. Yea, I cast out from my heart the cares of travel and traffic and put away travail from my thought and gave myself up to

eating and drinking and pleasure and delight.".Daughters, The Two Kings and the Vizier's, iii. 145..Forehead, Of that which is written on the, i.

136..Let destiny with loosened rein its course appointed fare, iii. 211.When the company heard this story, they marvelled thereat with the utmost
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wonderment. Then the fifth officer, who was the lieutenant of the bench, (113) came forward and said, '[This is] no wonder and there befell me that

which is rarer and more extraordinary than this..Quoth Ishac, 'Indeed, this was of thy fair fortune. By Allah, I know not that which thou knowest in

this craft!' Then he arose and going to a chest, brought out therefrom striped clothes of great price, netted with jewels and great pearls, and said to

her, 'In the name of God, don these, O my lady Tuhfeh.' So she arose and donned those clothes and veiled herself and went up [with Ishac] to the

palace of the Khalifate, where he made her stand without, whilst he himself went in to the Commander of the Faithful (with whom was Jaafer the

Barmecide) and kissing the earth before him, said to him, 'O Commander of the Faithful, I have brought thee a damsel, never saw eyes her like for

excellence in singing and touching the lute; and her name is Tuhfeh." (186) 'And where,' asked Er Reshed, 'is this Tuhfeh, who hath not her like in

the world?' Quoth Ishac, 'Yonder she stands, O Commander of the Faithful;' and he acquainted the Khalif with her case from first to last. Then said

Er Reshid, 'It is a marvel to hear thee praise a slave-girl after this fashion. Admit her, so we may see her, for that the morning may not be

hidden.'.89. Mesrour and Ibn el Caribi cccxcix.104. Mesrour and Zein el Mewasif dcccxxi.[When the king returned to his palace,] he went in to his

wife Shah Khatoun and said to her, 'I give thee the glad news of thine eunuch's return.' And he told her what had betided and of the youth whom he

had brought with him. When she heard this, her wits fled and she would have cried out, but her reason restrained her, and the king said to her,

'What is this? Art thou overcome with grief for [the loss of] the treasure or [for that which hath befallen] the eunuch?' 'Nay, as thy head liveth, O

king!' answered she. 'But women are fainthearted.' Then came the servant and going in to her, told her all that had befallen him and acquainted her

with her son's case also and with that which he had suffered of stresses and how his uncle had exposed him to slaughter and he had been taken

prisoner and they had cast him into the pit and hurled him from the top of the citadel and how God had delivered him from these perils, all of them;

and he went on to tell her [all that had betided him], whilst she wept..The folk marvelled at this story and as for the prefect and El Melik ez Zahir,

they said, 'Wrought ever any the like of this device?' And they marvelled with the utterest of wonderment Then arose a third officer and said, 'Hear

what betided me, for it is yet stranger and more extraordinary..It chanced one night that the king sallied forth without the city and drank and the

wine got the mastery of him and he became drunken. So, of the youth's fearfulness for him, he said, 'I will keep watch myself over the king this

night, seeing that he deserveth this from me, for that which he hath wrought with me of kindnesses.' So he arose forthright and drawing his sword,

stationed himself at the door of the king's pavilion. Now one of the royal servants saw him standing there, with the drawn sword in his hand, and he

was of those who envied him his favour with the king; so he said to him, 'Why dost thou on this wise at this season and in the like of this place?'

Quoth the youth, 'I am keeping watch over the king myself, in requital of his bounties to me.'.125. The Muslim Champion and the Christian Lady

cccclxxiv.62. Aboulaswed and his Squinting Slave-girl dcli.Reshid (Er) and the Barmecides, i. 189..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth

Brother xxxii.Then he caused rear him among the nurses and matrons; but withal he ceased not to ponder the saying of the astrologers and indeed

his life was troubled. So he betook himself to the top of a high mountain and dug there a deep pit and made in it many dwelling-places and closets

and filled it with all that was needful of victual and raiment and what not else and made in it conduits of water from the mountain and lodged the

boy therein, with a nurse who should rear him. Moreover, at the first of each month he used to go to the mountain and stand at the mouth of the pit

and let down a rope he had with him and draw up the boy to him and strain him to his bosom and kiss him and play with him awhile, after which he

would let him down again into the pit to his place and return; and he used to count the days till the seven years should pass by..? ? ? ? ? Whenas En

Nebhan strove to win my grace, himself to me With camel- loads he did commend of musk and camphor white,.9. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel

Ennis el Jelis clxxxi.When she had made an end of her song, she cast the lute from her hand and wept till she swooned away, whereupon the Khalif

bade carry her to her chamber. Now he was ravished with her and loved her with an exceeding love; so, after awhile, he again commanded to bring

her to his presence, and when she came, he bade her sing. Accordingly, she took the lute and spoke forth that which was in her heart and sang the

following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Though they their journey's goal, alas I have hidden, in their track Still will I follow on until the very planets wane..? ? ?

? ? But rigour still hath waxed on me and changed my case And love hath left me bound, afflicted, weeping-eyed..When El Abbas had made an end

of his verses, his father said to him, "I seek refuge for thee with God, O my son! Hast thou any want unto which thou availest not, so I may

endeavour for thee therein and lavish my treasures in quest thereof?" "O father mine," answered El Abbas, "I have, indeed, an urgent want, on

account whereof I came forth of my native land and left my people and my home and exposed myself to perils and stresses and became an exile

from my country, and I trust in God that it may be accomplished by thine august endeavour." "And what is thy want?" asked the king. Quoth El

Abbas, "I would have thee go and demand me in marriage Mariyeh, daughter of the King of Baghdad, for that my heart is distraught with love of

her." And he recounted to his father his story from first to last..Selim and Selma, ii. 81..Thief, A Merry Jest of a, ii. 186..Now the merchant's wife

aforesaid, who was the nurse of the king's daughter, was watching him from a window, unknown of him, and [when she heard his verses], she

knew that there hung some rare story by him; so she went in to him and said, "Peace be on thee, O afflicted one, who acquaintest not physician with

thy case! Verily, thou exposest thyself unto grievous peril! I conjure thee by the virtue of Him who hath afflicted thee and stricken thee with the

constraint of love-liking, that thou acquaint me with thine affair and discover to me the truth of thy secret; for that indeed I have heard from thee

verses that trouble the wit and dissolve the body." So he acquainted her with his case and enjoined her to secrecy, whereof she consented unto him,

saying, "What shall be the recompense of whoso goeth with thy letter and bringeth thee an answer thereto?" He bowed his head for shamefastness

before her [and was silent]; and she said to him, "Raise thy head and give me thy letter." So he gave her the letter and she took it and carrying it to
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the princess, said to her, "Read this letter and give me the answer thereto.".? ? ? ? ? Come, then, companions mine, rejoice with me and say, "All

hail to thee, O friend, and welcome fair and fain!".Cairo (The Merchant of) and the Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, iii.

171..Presently, his father and his mother heard of the matter; whereupon the former arose and going up to the place, wrote a letter and [presented it

to the king, who] read it, and behold, therein was written, saying, 'Have pity on me, so may God have pity on thee, and hasten not in the slaughter

[of my son]; for indeed I acted hastily in a certain affair and drowned his brother in the sea, and to this day I drink the cup of his anguish. If thou

must needs kill him, kill me in his stead.' Therewith the old merchant prostrated himself before the king and wept; and the latter said to him, 'Tell

me thy story.' 'O my lord,' answered the merchant, 'this youth had a brother and I [in my haste] cast them both into the sea.' And he related to him

his story from first to last, whereupon the king cried out with an exceeding great cry and casting himself down from the throne, embraced his father

and brother and said to the former, 'By Allah, thou art my very father and this is my brother and thy wife is our mother.' And they abode weeping,

all three..105. El Feth ben Khacan and El Mutawekkil ccccxix.Meinsoun drank off his cup and said to her, 'Well done, O perfect of attributes!'

Then he signed to her and was absent awhile, after which he returned and with him a tray of jewels worth an hundred thousand dinars, [which he

gave to Tuhfeh]. So Kemeriyeh arose and bade her slave-girl open the closet behind her, wherein she laid all that wealth. Then she delivered the

key to Tuhfeh, saying, 'All that cometh to thee of riches, lay thou in this closet that is by thy side, and after the festival, it shall be carried to thy

palace on the heads of the Jinn.' Tuhfeh kissed her hand, and another king, by name Munir, took the cup and filling it, said to her, 'O fair one, sing

to me over my cup upon the jasmine.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and improvised the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Ne'er shall I them

forget, nay, nor the day they went.Eleventh Officer's Story, The, ii. 175..Rehwan (Er), King Shah Bekht and his Vizier, i. 215..Moreover, he

assembled the sages and the theologians and the sons of the kings and devised with them and asked them questions and problems and examined

with them into many things of all fashions that might direct him to well-doing in the kingly office; and he questioned them also of subtleties and

religious obligations and of the laws of the kingdom and the fashions of administration and of that which it behoveth the king to do of looking into

the affairs of the people and repelling the enemy [from the realm] and fending off his malice with war; wherefore the people's contentment

redoubled and their joy in that which God the Most High had vouchsafed them of his elevation to the kingship over them. So he upheld the

ordinance of the realm and the affairs thereof abode established upon the accepted customs..The head wept exceeding sore and said, 'O my lady,

indeed thou hast solaced my heart, and I have nought but my life; so take it.' Quoth she, 'An I but knew that thou wouldst bring me news of my lord

Er Reshid, it were liefer to me than the empery of the world.' And the head answered her, saying, 'It shall be done as thou desirest.' Then it

disappeared and returning to her at the last of the night, said, 'Know, O my lady, that I have been to thy palace and have questioned one of the

haunters thereof of the case of the Commander of the Faithful and that which befell him after thee; and he said, "When the Commander of the

Faithful came to Tuhfeh's lodging and found her not and saw no sign of her, he buffeted his face and head and rent his clothes. Now there was in

thy lodging the eunuch, the chief of thy household, and he cried out at him, saying, 'Bring me Jaafer the Barmecide and his father and brother

forthright.' The eunuch went out, confounded in his wit for fear of the Commander of the Faithful, and whenas he came to Jaafer, he said to him,

'Come to the Commander of the Faithful, thou and thy father and brother.' So they arose in haste and betaking themselves to the Khalif's presence,

said to him, 'O Commander of the Faithful, what is to do?' Quoth he, 'There is that to do which overpasseth description. Know that I locked the

door and taking the key with me, betook myself to the daughter of mine uncle, with whom I lay the night; but, when I arose in the morning and

came and opened the door, I found no sign of Tuhfeh.' 'O Commander of the Faithful,' rejoined Jaafer, 'have patience, for that the damsel hath been

snatched away, and needs must she return, seeing she took the lute with her, and it is her [own] lute. The Jinn have assuredly carried her off and we

trust in God the Most High that she will return.' Quoth the Khalif, ' This (221) is a thing that may nowise be' And he abode in her lodging, eating

not neither drinking, what while the Barmecides besought him to go forth to the folk; and he weepeth and abideth on this wise till she shall return."

This, then, is that which hath betided him after thee.'.The young man marvelled at his story and lay the night with him; and when he arose in the

morning, he found his strays. So he took them and returning [to his family.], acquainted them with what he had seen and that which had betided

him. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more marvellous or rarer than the story of the king who lost kingdom and wealth and wife and children and

God restored them unto him and requited him with a kingdom more magnificent than that which he had lost and goodlier and rarer and greater of

wealth and elevation.".When the evening evened, the king let fetch the vizier and required of him the [promised] story. So he said, "Know, O king,

that.Now the man who had stolen the clothes and forged a lie against the pious woman, pretending that he was her lover, sickened of a sore

sickness, and his people took him up and set out with him to visit the holy woman, and Destiny brought them all together by the way. So they fared

on, till they came to the city wherein the man dwelt for whom she had paid a thousand dirhems, to deliver him from torment, and found him about

to travel to her, by reason of a sickness that had betided him. So they all fared on together, unknowing that the holy woman was she whom they had

so foully wronged, and ceased not going till they came to her city and foregathered at the gates of her palace, to wit, that wherein was the tomb of

the king's daughter..? ? ? ? ? e. The Barber's Story cxliii.? ? ? ? ? My clothes of sendal are, my veil of the sun's light, The very handiwork of God

the Lord Most High..Then said he to Aboulhusn, "Praised be God who hath done away from thee that which irked thee and that I see thee in weal!"

And Aboulhusn said, "Never again will I take thee to boon-companion or sitting-mate; for the byword saith, 'Whoso stumbleth on a stone and

returneth thereto, blame and reproach be upon him.' And thou, O my brother, nevermore will I entertain thee nor use companionship with thee, for
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that I have not found thy commerce propitious to me." (32) But the Khalif blandished him and conjured him, redoubling words upon him with

"Verily, I am thy guest; reject not the guest," till Aboulhusn took him and [carrying him home], brought him into the saloon and set food before

him and friendly entreated him in speech. Then he told him all that had befallen him, whilst the Khalif was like to die of hidden laughter; after

which Aboulhusn removed the tray of food and bringing the wine-tray, filled a cup and emptied it out three times, then gave it to the Khalif, saying,

"O boon-companion mine, I am thy slave and let not that which I am about to say irk thee, and be thou not vexed, neither do thou vex me." And he

recited these verses:.So the highwayman took the saddle-bags and offered to kill the traveller, who said, "What is this? Thou hast no blood-feud

against me, that should make my slaughter incumbent [on thee]. Quoth the other, "Needs must I slay thee;" whereupon the traveller dismounted

from his horse and grovelled on the earth, beseeching the robber and speaking him fair. The latter hearkened not to his prayers, but cast him to the

ground; whereupon the traveller [raised his eyes and seeing a francolin flying over him,] said, in his agony," O francolin, bear witness that this man

slayeth me unjustly and wickedly; for indeed I have given him all that was with me and besought him to let me go, for my children's sake; yet

would he not consent unto this. But be thou witness against him, for God is not unmindful of that which is done of the oppressors." The

highwayman paid no heed to this speech, but smote him and cut off his head..There was once a king of the kings of Hind, who was goodly of

polity, praiseworthy in administration, just to his subjects, beneficent to men of learning and piety and asceticism and devoutness and worship and

shunning traitors and froward folk and those of lewd life. On this wise of polity he abode in his kingship what God the Most High willed of days

and hours and years, and he married the daughter of his father's brother, a beautiful and lovesome woman, endowed with brightness and perfection,

who had been reared in the king's house in splendour and delight. She bore him two sons, the comeliest that might be of boys. Then came

fore-ordained fate, which there is no warding off, and God the Most High raised up against the king another king, who came forth upon his realm,

and all the folk of the city, who had a mind unto evil and lewdness, joined themselves unto him. So he fortified himself against the king and made

himself master of his kingdom, putting his troops to the rout and slaying his guards..26. The City of Lebtait cclxxii.Say, by the lightnings of thy

teeth and thy soul's pure desire, iii. 19..Thereat Queen Zelzeleh was moved to exceeding delight and bidding her treasuress bring a basket, wherein

were fifty pairs of bracelets and the like number of earrings, all of gold, set with jewels of price, the like whereof nor men nor Jinn possessed, and

an hundred robes of coloured brocade and an hundred thousand dinars, gave the whole to Tuhfeh. Then she passed the cup to her sister Sherareh,

who had in her hand a stalk of narcissus; so she took it from her and turning to Tuhfeh, said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on this.' 'Hearkening and

obedience,' answered she and improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? It had sufficed me, had thy grace with verses come to me; My

expectation still on thee in the foredawns was bent..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? How many an one, with loss of wealth, hath turned mine enemy!.103. Julnar

of the Sea and her Son King Bedr Basim of Persia dccxciv.Then she changed the measure and the mode [and played] so that she amazed the wits of

those who were present, and Queen Es Shuhba was moved to mirth and said, 'Well done, O queen of delight!' Then she returned to the first mode

and improvised the following verses on the water-lily:.When his brother saw him on this wise, he doubted not but that this had betided him by

reason of severance from his people and family and said to him, 'Come, let us go forth a-hunting.' But he refused to go with him; so the elder

brother went forth to the chase, whilst the younger abode in the pavilion aforesaid. As he was diverting himself by looking out upon the garden

from the window of the palace, behold, he saw his brother's wife and with her ten black slaves and as many slave-girls. Each slave laid hold of a

damsel [and swived her] and another slave [came forth and] did the like with the queen; and when they had done their occasions, they all returned

whence they came. Therewithal there betided the King of Samarcand exceeding wonder and solacement and he was made whole of his malady,

little by little..Endowed with amorous grace past any else am I, ii 253..? ? ? ? ? Yea, in the night the thought of you still slays me; Hidden are my

traces from the wise men's sight,.Sharper and the Merchant, The, ii. 46.? ? ? ? ? O'er all the fragrant flowers that be I have the prefrence aye, For

that I come but once a year, and but a little stay..Now the merchant and his wife had taken up their abode in a city in the land whereof their [other]

son was king, and when the boy [whom they had found] grew up, his father assigned unto him merchandise, so he might travel therewith. So he set

out and entered the city wherein his brother was king. News reached the latter that there was a merchant come thither with merchandise befitting

kings. So he sent for him and the young merchant obeyed the summons and going in to him, sat down before him. Neither of them knew the other;

but blood stirred between them and the king said to the young merchant, 'I desire of thee that thou abide with me and I will exalt thy station and

give thee all that thou desirest and cravest.' So he abode with him awhile, quitting him not; and when he saw that he would not suffer him to depart

from him, he sent to his father and mother and bade them remove thither to him. So they addressed them to remove to that island, and their son

increased still in honour with the king, albeit he knew not that he was his brother..Lover, The Favourite and her, iii. 165..King Bihkerd, Story of, i.

121..? ? ? ? ? How long shall I for justice sue to you, whilst, with desire For aid, ye war on me and still on slaying me are bent!.? ? ? ? ? f. The

Unjust King and the Pilgrim Prince dccccv.? ? ? ? ? Thy haters say and those who malice to thee bear A true word, profiting its hearers

everywhere;.In this island is a river of very sweet water, issuing from the shore of the sea and entering in at a wide cavern in the skirt of an

inaccessible mountain, and the stones of the island are all limpid sparkling crystal and jacinths of price. Therein also is a spring of liquid, welling

up like [molten] pitch, and when it cometh to the shore of the island, the fish swallow it, then return and cast it up, and it becometh changed from

its condition and that which it was aforetime; and it is crude ambergris. Moreover, the trees of the island are all of the most precious aloes-wood,

both Chinese and Comorin; but there is no way of issue from the place, for it is as an abyss midmost the sea; the steepness of its shore forbiddeth
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the drawing up of ships, and if any approach the mountain, they fall into the eddy aforesaid; nor is there any resource (205) in that island..The king

approved her speech and bestowed on her a dress of honour and gave her magnificent gifts; after which, for that his choice had fallen upon his

younger son, Melik Shah, he married her with him and made him his heir apparent and caused the folk swear fealty to him. When this came to the

knowledge of his brother Belehwan and he was ware that his younger brother had been preferred over him, his breast was straitened and the affair

was grievous to him and envy entered into him and rancour; but he concealed this in his heart, whilst fire raged therein because of the damsel and

the kingship..? ? ? ? ? i. The Woman who made her Husband sift Dust dlxxxii.Now King Azadbekht's wife was big with child and the pains of

labour took her in the mountain; so they alighted at the mountain-foot, by a spring of water, and she gave birth to a boy as he were the moon.

Behrjaur his mother pulled off a gown of gold-inwoven brocade and wrapped the child therein, and they passed the night [in that place], what while

she gave him suck till the morning. Then said the king to her, "We are hampered by this child and cannot abide here nor can we carry him with us;

so methinks we were better leave him here and go, for Allah is able to send him one who shall take him and rear him." So they wept over him

exceeding sore and left him beside the spring, wrapped in the gown of brocade: then they laid at his head a thousand dinars in a bag and mounting

their horses, departed, fleeing..There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a king of the kings of the time, by name Shah Bekht, who

had troops and servants and guards galore and a vizier called Er Rehwan, who was wise, understanding, a man of good counsel and a cheerful

acceptor of the commandments of God the Most High, to whom belong might and majesty. The king committed to him the affairs of his kingdom

and his subjects and said according to his word, and on this wise he abode a long space of time..? ? ? ? ? k. The Blind Man and the Cripple dccccx.?

? ? ? ? Well-ground my polished sword is and thin and keen of edge And trenchant, eke, for smiting and long my steel-barbed spear..When

Shefikeh saw that which betided him, she came forward and said to him, "O bountiful lord, indeed my mistress returneth not the mantle and the

necklace despitefully; but she is about to depart the world and thou hast the best right to them." "And what is the cause of this?" asked he. Quoth

Shefikeh, "Thou knowest. By Allah, never among the Arabs nor the barbarians nor among the sons of the kings saw I a harder of heart than thou! Is

it a light matter to thee that thou troublest Mariyeh's life and causest her mourn for herself and depart the world on account of (110) thy youth?

Indeed, thou wast the cause of her acquaintance with thee and now she departeth the world on thine account, she whose like God the Most High

hath not created among the daughters of the kings.".When she came to Alaeddin's shop, she sat down thereat and said to him, "May the day be

blessed to thee, O my lord Alaeddin! God prosper thee and be good to thee and accomplish thy gladness and make it a wedding of weal and

content!" He knitted his brows and frowned in answer to her; then said he to her, "Tell me, how have I failed of thy due, or what have I done to

injure thee, that thou shouldst play me this trick?" Quoth she, "Thou hast no wise offended against me; but this inscription that is written on the

door of thy shop irketh me and vexeth my heart. If thou wilt change it and write up the contrary thereof, I will deliver thee from thy predicament."

And he answered, "This that thou seekest is easy. On my head and eyes be it." So saying, he brought out a ducat (264) and calling one of his

mamelukes, said to him, "Get thee to such an one the scribe and bid him write us an inscription, adorned with gold and ultramarine, in these words,

to wit, 'THERE IS NO CRAFT BUT WOMEN'S CRAFT, FOR THAT INDEED THEIR CRAFT IS A MIGHTY CRAFT AND OVERCOMETH

AND HUMBLETH THE FABLES (265) OF MEN.'" And she said to the servant, "Go forthright.".The zephyr's sweetness on the coppice blew, ii.

235..I seated myself amiddleward the saloon, misdoubting, and as I sat, there came down on me from the estrade seven naked men, without other

clothing than leather girdles about their waists. One of them came up to me and took my turban, whilst another took my handkerchief, that was in

my sleeve, with my money, and a third stripped me of my clothes; after which a fourth came and bound my hands behind me with his girdle. Then

they all took me up, pinioned as I was, and casting me down, fell a-dragging me towards a sink-hole that was there and were about to cut my throat,

when, behold, there came a violent knocking at the door. When they heard this, they were afraid and their minds were diverted from me by fear; so

the woman went out and presently returning, said to them, 'Fear not; no harm shall betide you this day. It is only your comrade who hath brought

you your noon-meal.' With this the new-comer entered, bringing with him a roasted lamb; and when he came in to them, he said to them, 'What is

to do with you, that ye have tucked up [your sleeves and trousers]?' Quoth they, '[This is] a piece of game we have caught.'.Then he sprang up [and

going] to the place wherein was the other half of his good, [took it] and lived with it well; and he swore that he would never again consort with

those whom he knew, but would company only with the stranger nor entertain him but one night and that, whenas it morrowed, he would never

know him more. So he fell to sitting every night on the bridge (7) and looking on every one who passed by him; and if he saw him to be a stranger,

he made friends with him and carried him to his house, where he caroused with him till the morning. Then he dismissed him and would never more

salute him nor ever again drew near unto him neither invited him..Meanwhile, King Azadbekht and his wife stayed not in their flight till they came

to [the court of] the King of Fars, (97) whose name was Kutrou. (98) When they presented themselves to him, he entreated them with honour and

entertained them handsomely, and Azadbekht told him his story, first and last. So he gave him a great army and wealth galore and he abode with

him some days, till he was rested, when he made ready with his host and setting out for his own dominions, waged war upon Isfehend and falling in

upon the capital, defeated the rebel vizier and slew him. Then he entered the city and sat down on the throne of his kingship; and whenas he was

rested and the kingdom was grown peaceful for him, he despatched messengers to the mountain aforesaid in quest of the child; but they returned

and informed the king that they had not found him..Love to its victim clings without relent, and he Of torments and unease complaineth

evermore..The learned man bethought him awhile of this, then made for Khelbes's house, which adjoined his own, still holding the latter; and when
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they entered, they found the young man lying on the bed with Khelbes's wife; whereupon quoth he to him, 'O accursed one, the calamity is with

thee and in thine own house!' So Khelbes put away his wife and went forth, fleeing, and returned not to his own land. This, then," continued the

vizier, "is the consequence of lewdness, for whoso purposeth in himself craft and perfidy, they get possession of him, and had Khelbes conceived

of himself that (266) which he conceived of the folk of dishonour and calamity, there had betided him nothing of this. Nor is this story, rare and

extraordinary though it be, more extraordinary or rarer than that of the pious woman whose husband's brother accused her of lewdness.".So Ishac

returned to the slave-dealer and said to him, 'Harkye, Gaffer Said!*' 'At thy service, O my lord,' answered the old man; and Ishac said, 'In the

corridor is a cell and therein a damsel pale of colour. What is her price in money and how much dost thou ask for her?, Quoth the slave-dealer, 'She

whom thou mentionest is called Tuhfet el Hemca.' (174) 'What is the meaning of El Hemca?' asked Ishac, and the old man replied, 'Her price hath

been paid down an hundred times and she still saith, "Show me him who desireth to buy me;" and when I show her to him, she saith, "This fellow

is not to my liking; he hath in him such and such a default." And in every one who would fain buy her she allegeth some default or other, so that

none careth now to buy her and none seeketh her, for fear lest she discover some default in him.' Quoth Ishac, 'She seeketh presently to sell herself;

so go thou to her and enquire of her and see her price and send her to the palace.' 'O my lord,' answered Said, 'her price is an hundred dinars,

though, were she whole of this paleness that is upon her face, she would be worth a thousand; but folly and pallor have diminished her value; and

behold, I will go to her and consult her of this.' So he betook himself to her, and said to her, 'Wilt thou be sold to Ishac ben Ibrahim el Mausili?'

'Yes,' answered she, and he said, 'Leave frowardness, (175) for to whom doth it happen to be in the house of Ishac the boon-companion?' (176).The

Twenty-Eighth and Last Night of the Month.When Abou Temam returned with [news of] the accomplishment of his errand and brought the

presents and the letter, King Ilan Shah rejoiced in this and redoubled in showing him honour and made much of him. Some days thereafterward, the

king of Turkestan sent his daughter and she went in to King Ilan Shah, who rejoiced in her with an exceeding joy and Abou Temam's worth was

exalted in his sight. When the viziers saw this, they redoubled in envy and despite and said, 'An we contrive us not a device to rid us of this man,

we shall perish of rage.' So they bethought them [and agreed upon] a device they should practise..? ? ? ? ? Brother of En Numan, with thee lies an

old man's anguish to allay, A graybeard slain, may God make fair his deeds upon the Reckoning-Day!.Sindbad the Sailor, The Seventh Voyage of,

iii. 224..Benou Tai, En Numan and the Arab of the, i. 203..When it was night, the king summoned the vizier and sought of him the hearing of the

[promised] story. "Hearkening and obedience," replied Er Rehwan, "Know, O august king, that.A friend of mine once invited me to an

entertainment; so I went with him, and when we came into his house and sat down on his couch, he said to me, "This is a blessed day and a day of

gladness, and [blessed is] he who liveth to [see] the like of this day. I desire that thou practise with us and deny (124) us not, for that thou hast been

used to hearken unto those who occupy themselves with this." (125) I fell in with this and their talk happened upon the like of this subject. (126)

Presently, my friend, who had invited me, arose from among them and said to them, "Hearken to me and I will tell you of an adventure that

happened to me. There was a certain man who used to visit me in my shop, and I knew him not nor he me, nor ever in his life had he seen me; but

he was wont, whenever he had need of a dirhem or two, by way of loan, to come to me and ask me, without acquaintance or intermediary between

me and him, [and I would give him what he sought]. I told none of him, and matters abode thus between us a long while, till he fell to borrowing

ten at twenty dirhems [at a time], more or less.
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