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As for the merchant, he bought him a sheep and slaughtering it, roasted it and dressed birds and [other] meats of various kinds and colours and
bought dessert and sweetmeats and fresh fruits. Then he repaired to El Abbas and conjured him to accept of his hospitality and enter his house and
eat of his victual. The prince consented to his wishes and went with him till they came to his house, when the merchant bade him enter. So El
Abbas entered and saw a goodly house, wherein was a handsome saloon, with a vaulted estrade. When he entered the saloon, he found that the
merchant had made ready food and dessert and perfumes, such as overpass description; and indeed he had adorned the table with sweet-scented
flowers and sprinkled musk and rose-water upon the food. Moreover, he had smeared the walls of the saloon with ambergris and set [the smoke of
burning] aloes-wood abroach therein..Then the astrologers made their calculations and looked into his nativity and his ascendant, whereupon their
colour changed and they were confounded. Quoth the king to them, 'Acquaint me with his horoscope and ye shall have assurance and fear ye not of
aught' 'O king,' answered they, 'this child's nativity denotes that, in the seventh year of his age, there is to be feared for him from a lion, which will
attack him; and if he be saved from the lion, there will betide an affair yet sorer and more grievous.' 'What is that?' asked the king; and they said,
'We will not speak, except the king command us thereto and give us assurance from [that which we] fear.' Quoth the king, 'God assure you!' And
they said, 'If he be saved from the lion, the king's destruction will be at his hand.' When the king heard this, his colour changed and his breast was
straitened; but he said in himself, 'I will be watchful and do my endeavour and suffer not the lion to eat him. It cannot be that he will kill me, and
indeed the astrologers lied.'.When they came to the palace, King Shehriyar commanded to spread the tables with beasts roasted [whole] and
sweetmeats and all manner viands and bade the crier make proclamation to the folk that they should come up to the Divan and eat and drink and
that this should be a means of reconciliation between him and them. So great and small came up unto him and they abode on that wise, eating and
drinking, seven days with their nights. Then the king shut himself up with his brother and acquainted him with that which had betided him with the
vizier's daughter [Shehrzad] in those three years [which were past] and told him what he had heard from her of saws and parables and chronicles
and pleasant traits and jests and stories and anecdotes and dialogues and histories and odes and verses; whereat King Shahzeman marvelled with
the utterest of marvel and said, "Fain would I take her younger sister to wife, so we may be two own brothers to two own sisters, and they on
likewise be sisters unto us; for that the calamity which befell me was the means of the discovering of that which befell thee and all this time of
three years past I have taken no delight in woman, save that I lie each night with a damsel of my kingdom, and when I arise in the morning, I put
her to death; but now I desire to marry thy wife's sister Dinarzad.".? ? ? ? ? m. The Boy and the Thieves dccccxviii.131. The Queen of the Serpents
cccclxxxii.9. Kemerezzeman and Budour ccxviii.? ? ? ? ? The starry arrows of her looks she darts above her veil; They hit and never miss the mark,
though from afar they fare..So the young man went to his lodging and fetching a purse, returned to the girl's owner and counted out to him the price
aforesaid, whilst the draper was between them. Then said he, "Bring her forth;" but the other answered, "She cannot come forth at this present; but
be thou my guest the rest of this day and night, and on the morrow thou shall take thy slave-girl and go in the protection of God." The youth fell in
with him of this and he carried him to his house, where, after a little, he let bring meat and wine, and they [ate and] drank. Then said Noureddin to
the girl's owner, "I beseech thee bring me the damsel, for that I bought her not but for the like of this time." So he arose and [going in to the girl],
said to her, "O Sitt el Milan, the young man hath paid down thy price and we have bidden him hither; so he hath come to our dwelling and we have
entertained him, and he would fain have thee be present with him.".? ? ? ? ? Fortune its arrows all, through him I love, let fly At me and parted me
from him for whom I sigh..Now over against the place in question was a host of enemies, hard of heart, and in this he purposed the youth's
slaughter. So he bade bring him forth of the underground dungeon and caused him draw near to him and saw his case. Then he bestowed on him a
dress of honour and the folk rejoiced in this. Moreover, he tied him an ensign (134) and giving him a numerous army, despatched him to the region
aforesaid, whither all who went were still slain or made prisoners. So Melik Shah betook himself thither with his army and when it was one of the
days, behold, the enemy fell in upon them in the night; whereupon some of his men fled and the rest the enemy took; and they took Melik Shah
also and cast him into an underground dungeon, with a company of his men. There he abode a whole year in evil plight, whilst his fellows mourned
over his beauty and grace..Accordingly El Merouzi repaired to the market and fetching that which he sought, returned to Er Razi's house, where he
found the latter cast down in the vestibule, with his beard tied and his eyes shut; and indeed, his colour was paled and his belly blown out and his
limbs relaxed. So he deemed him in truth dead and shook him; but he spoke not; and he took a knife and pricked him in the legs, but he stirred not.
Then said Er Razi, 'What is this, O fool?' And El Merouzi answered, 'Methought thou wast dead in very sooth.' Quoth Er Razi, 'Get thee to
seriousness and leave jesting.' So he took him up and went with him to the market and collected [alms] for him that day till eventide, when he
carried him back to his lodging and waited till the morrow..74. The Simpleton and the Sharper ccclxxxviii.Mariyeh folded the letter and gave it to
Shefikeh, bidding her carry it to El Abbas. So she took it and going with it to his door, would have entered; but the chamberlains and serving-men
forbade her, till they had gotten her leave from the prince. When she went in to him, she found him sitting in the midst of the five damsels
aforesaid, whom his father had brought him. So she gave him the letter and he took it and read it. Then he bade one of the damsels, whose name
was Khefifeh and who came from the land of China, tune her lute and sing upon the subject of separation. So she came forward and tuning the lute,
played thereon in four-and-twenty modes; after which she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.King's Son of Cashghar,
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Abdullah ben Nafi and the, ii. 195..Some months after this, I met him again under arrest, in the midst of the guards and officers of the police, and
he said to them, "Seize yonder man." So they laid hands on me and carried me to the chief of the police, who said, "What hast thou to do with this
fellow?" The thief turned to me and looking a long while in my face, said, "Who took this man?" Quoth the officers, "Thou badest us take him; so
we took him." And he said, "I seek refuge with God! I know not this man, nor knoweth he me; and I said not that to you but of a man other than
this." So they released me, and awhile afterward the thief met me in the street and saluted me, saying, "O my lord, fright for fright! Hadst thou
taken aught from me, thou hadst had a part in the calamity." (146) And I said to him, "God [judge] between thee and me!" And this is what I have
to tell'.As fate would have it, the chief of the police was passing through the market; so the people told him [what was to do] and he made for the
door and burst it open. We entered with a rush and found the thieves, as they had overthrown my friend and cut his throat; for they occupied not
themselves with me, but said, 'Whither shall yonder fellow go? Indeed, he is in our grasp.' So the prefect took them with the hand (129) and
questioned them, and they confessed against the woman and against their associates in Cairo. Then he took them and went forth, after he had
locked up the house and sealed it; and I accompanied him till he came without the [first] house. He found the door locked from within; so he bade
break it open and we entered and found another door. This also he caused burst in, enjoining his men to silence till the doors should be opened, and
we entered and found the band occupied with a new victim, whom the woman had just brought in and whose throat they were about to cut.."O
elder," added she, "if Muslims and Jews and Nazarenes drink wine, who are we [that we should abstain from it]?" "By Allah, O my lady," answered
he, "spare thine endeavour, for this is a thing to which I will not hearken." When she knew that he would not consent to her desire, she said to him,
"O elder, I am of the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful and the food waxeth on me (34) and if I drink not, I shall perish, (35) nor wilt
thou be assured against the issue of my affair. As for me, I am quit of blame towards thee, for that I have made myself known to thee and have
bidden thee beware of the wrath of the Commander of the Faithful.".? ? ? ? ? She came in robes of green, the likeness of the leaf That the
pomegranate's flower doth in the bud encase..? ? ? ? ? What strength have I solicitude and long desire to bear? Why art thou purposed to depart and
leave me to despair?.As for the princess Mariyeh, when she returned to her palace, she bethought herself concerning the affair of El Abbas,
repenting her of that which she had done, and the love of him took root in her heart. So, when the night darkened upon her, she dismissed all her
women and bringing out the letters, to wit, those which El Abbas had written, fell to reading them and weeping. She gave not over weeping her
night long, and when she arose in the morning, she called a damsel of her slave-girls, Shefikeh by name, and said to her, "O damsel, I purpose to
discover to thee mine affair, and I charge thee keep my secret; to wit, I would have thee betake thyself to the house of the nurse, who used to serve
me, and fetch her to me, for that I have grave occasion for her.".52. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Merchant's Sister dcvi.? ? ? ? ? bb. The King of
Hind and his Visier dccccxxviii.After this, news came to the king of robbers in his land; so he set out in quest of them and ceased not to follow
after them, till he seized on them all, and behold, they were the [very] thieves who had despoiled him [and his wife] by the way and taken his
children. So he bade bring them before him, and when they came into his presence, he questioned them, saying, 'Where are the two boys ye took on
such a day?' Quoth they, 'They are with us and we will present them to our lord the king for slaves to serve him and give him wealth galore that we
have gotten together and divest ourselves of all that we possess and repent from sin and fight in thy service.' Abou Sabir, however, paid no heed to
their speech, but took all their good and bade put them all to death. Moreover, he took the two boys and rejoiced in them with an exceeding joy,
whereat the troops murmured among themselves, saying, 'Verily, this is a greater tyrant than his brother! There come to him a sort of robbers and
seek to repent and proffer two boys [by way of peace-offering], and he taketh the two boys and all their good and slayeth them!'.When Belekhsha
had made an end of her verses, all present were moved to delight and El Abbas said to her, "Well done, O damsel!" Then he bade the fifth damsel
come forward and sing. Now she was from the land of Syria and her name was Rihaneh; she was surpassing of voice and when she appeared in an
assembly, all eyes were fixed upon her. So she came forward and taking the rebeck (for that she was used to play upon [all manner] instruments)
improvised and sang the following verses:.?A MERRY JEST OF A THIEF..On this wise I abode a while of time, every day shooting an elephant,
whereupon my master came and carried it away, till, one day, as I sat hidden in the tree, there came up elephants without number, roaring and
trumpeting, so that meseemed the earth trembled for the din. They all made for the tree whereon I was and the girth whereof was fifty cubits, and
compassed it about. Then a huge elephant came up to the tree and winding his trunk about it, tugged at it, till he plucked it up by the roots and cast
it to the ground. I fell among the elephants, and the great elephant, coming up to me, as I lay aswoon for affright, wound his trunk about me and
tossing me on to his back, made off with me, accompanied by the others; nor did he leave faring on with me, and I absent from the world, till he
brought me to a certain place and casting me down from off his back, went away, followed by the rest. I lay there awhile, till my trouble subsided
and my senses returned to me, when I sat up, deeming myself in a dream, and found myself on a great hill, stretching far and wide and all of
elephants' bones. So I knew that this was their burial-place and that they had brought me thither on account of the bones..? ? ? ? ? What is there in
the tents? Their burdens are become A lover's, whose belov'd is in the litters' shrined..When the king heard this story, he smiled and it pleased him
and he bade the vizier go away to his own house..? ? ? ? ? v. The Sharpers with the Money-Changer and the Ass dccccxiv.When she had made an
end of her song, all who were present were moved to delight and El Abbas rejoiced in this. Then he bade the second damsel sing somewhat on the
like subject. So she came forward and tuning the strings of her harp, which was of balass ruby, (128) warbled a plaintive air and improvising, sang
the following verses;.?THE THIEF'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of Prince Seif el Mulouk and the Princess Bediya el Jemal dcclviii.133. The City of
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Brass dlxvi.Officer's Story, The First, ii. 122..? ? ? ? ? By Him whom I worship, indeed, I swear, O thou that mine eye dost fill, By Him in whose
honour the pilgrims throng and fare to Arafat's hill,.David and Solomon, i. 275..When it was the time of the evening meal, the king repaired to the
sitting-chamber and summoning the vizier, sought of him the story he had promised him; and the vizier said, "They avouch, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? k.
The Vizier's Son and the Bathkeeper's Wife dlxxxiv.Sabir (Abou), Story of, i. 90..Then she carried him up [to the estrade] and seating him on the
couch, brought him meat and wine and gave him to drink; after which she put off all that was upon her of raiment and jewels and tying them up in a
handkerchief, said to him, "O my lord, this is thy portion, all of it." Moreover she turned to the Jew and said to him, "Arise, thou also, and do even
as I." So he arose in haste and went out, scarce crediting his deliverance. When the girl was assured of his escape, she put out her hand to her
clothes [and jewels] and taking them, said to the prefect, "Is the requital of kindness other than kindness? Thou hast deigned [to visit me and eat of
my victual]; so now arise and depart from us without ill-[doing]; or I will give one cry and all who are in the street will come forth." So the Amir
went out from her, without having gotten a single dirhem; and on this wise she delivered the Jew by the excellence of her contrivance.'.Therewithal
he ordered her a handsome house and bade furnish it with carpets and other furniture and vessels of choice and commanded that all she needed
should be given her. This was done during the rest of the day, and when the night came, she despatched the eunuch with the mule and a suit of
clothes, to fetch Noureddin from the Muezzin's lodging. So the young man donned the clothes and mounting; rode to the house, where he abode in
luxury and delight a full-told month, what while she solaced him with four things, to wit, the eating of fowls and the drinking of wine and the lying
upon brocade and the entering the bath after copulation. Moreover, she brought him six suits of clothes and fell to changing his apparel day by day;
nor was the appointed time accomplished ere his beauty returned to him and his goodliness; nay, his charms waxed tenfold and he became a
ravishment to all who looked on him..One day, Ishac let bring all who were with him of slave-girls from the house of instruction and carried them
up to Er Reshid's palace, leaving none in his house save Tuhfeh and a cookmaid; for that he bethought him not of Tuhfeh, nor did she occur to his
mind, and none of the damsels remembered him of her. When she saw that the house was empty of the slave-girls, she took the lute (now she was
unique in her time in smiting upon the lute, nor had she her like in the world, no, not Ishac himself, nor any other) and sang thereto the following
verses:.As I was passing one day in the market, I found that a thief had broken into the shop of a money-changer and taken thence a casket, with
which he had made off to the burial-grounds. So I followed him thither [and came up to him, as] he opened the casket and fell a-looking into it;
whereupon I accosted him, saying, "Peace be on thee!" And he was startled at me. Then I left him and went away from him..96. Ali ben Tahir and
the Girl Mounis dclxxxviii.How long will ye admonished be, without avail or heed? iii. 40..? ? ? ? ? f. The Lady and her Two Lovers dlxxxi.? ? ? ?
? Then came I after them, desiring thee, with me No second save my sword, my falchion keen and bright..It is said that, when the Khalifate
devolved on Omar ben Abdulaziz (42) (of whom God accept), the poets [of the time] resorted to him, as they had been used to resort to the Khalifs
before him, and abode at his door days and days, but he gave them not leave to enter, till there came to Omar Adi ben Artah, (43) who stood high in
esteem with him. Jerir (44) accosted him and begged him to crave admission for them [to the Khalif]. "It is well," answered Adi and going in to
Omar, said to him, "The poets are at thy door and have been there days and days; yet hast thou not given them leave to enter, albeit their sayings
are abiding (45) and their arrows go straight to the mark." Quoth Omar, "What have I to do with the poets?" And Adi answered, saying, "O
Commander of the Faithful, the Prophet (whom God bless and preserve) was praised [by a poet] and gave [him largesse,] and therein (46) is an
exemplar to every Muslim." Quoth Omar, "And who praised him?" "Abbas ben Mirdas (47) praised him," replied Adi, "and he clad him with a suit
and said, 'O Bilal, (48) cut off from me his tongue!'" "Dost thou remember what he said?" asked the Khalif; and Adi said, "Yes." "Then repeat it,"
rejoined Omar. So Adi recited the following verses:.Then he wept till he wet his gray hairs and the king was moved to compassion for him and
granted him that which he sought and vouchsafed him that night's respite..As for me, I stood, with my head bowed to the earth, forgetting both
Institutes and Canons, (99) abode sunk in thought, saying, "How came I to be the dupe of yonder worthless baggage?" Then said the Amir to me,
"What aileth thee that thou answerest not?" And I answered, saying, "O my lord, it is a custom among the folk that he who hath a payment to make
at a certain date is allowed three days' grace; [so do thou have patience with me so long,] and if, [by the end of that time,] the culprit be not found, I
will be answerable for that which is lost." When the folk heard my speech, they all deemed it reasonable and the Master of Police turned to the Cadi
and swore to him that he would do his utmost endeavour to recover the stolen money and that it should be restored to him. So he went away, whilst
I mounted forthright and fell to going round about the world without purpose, and indeed I was become under the dominion of a woman without
worth or honour; and I went round about on this wise all that my day and night, but happened not upon tidings of her; and thus I did on the
morrow..95. Abdurrehman the Moor's Story of the Roc cccciv.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxlvi.31. The Scavenger and the
Noble Lady of Baghdad cclxxxii.Daughter of the Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who married his Fair, i. 247..El Abbas from Akil his stead is come
again, iii. 108..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of Taj el Mulouk and the Princess Dunya cvii.? ? ? ? ? For if "Her grave above her is levelled" it be said, Of life
and its continuance no jot indeed reck I..The Khalif smiled and said to his eunuch, "O Mesrour, verily women are little of wit. I conjure thee, by
Allah, say, was not Aboulhusn with me but now?" ["Yes, O Commander of the Faithful," answered Mesrour] Quoth the Lady Zubeideh, laughing
from a heart full of wrath, "Wilt thou not leave thy jesting? Is it not enough that Aboulhusn is dead, but thou must kill my slave-girl also and
bereave us of the two and style me little of wit?" "Indeed," answered the Khalif, "it is Nuzhet el Fuad who is dead." And Zubeideh said, "Indeed he
hath not been with thee, nor hast thou seen him, and none was with me but now but Nuzhet el Fuad, and she sorrowful, weeping, with her clothes
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torn. I exhorted her to patience and gave her a hundred dinars and a piece of silk; and indeed I was awaiting thy coming, so I might condole with
thee for thy boon- companion Aboulhusn el Khelia, and was about to send for thee." The Khalif laughed and said, "None is dead but Nuzhet el
Fuad;" and she, "No, no, my lord; none is dead but Aboulhusn.".? ? ? ? ? Or if to me "I'm absent" thou sayest, "'Tis a lie," My heart replies,
bewildered 'twixt doubt and certainty..Now it befell, by the ordinance of God the Most High and His providence, that Caesar, king of the Greeks,
the husband of Melik Shah's mother Shah Khatoun, [went forth to the chase that day]. He started a head of game, he and his company, and chased
it, till they came up with it by that pit, whereupon one of them lighted down from his horse, to slaughter it, hard by the mouth of the pit. He heard a
sound of low moaning from the bottom of the pit} so he arose and mounting his horse, waited till the troops were assembled. Then he acquainted
the king with this and he bade one of his servants [descend into the pit]. So the man descended and brought out the youth [and the eunuch],
aswoon..Then we sat down on the edge of the estrade and presently I espied a closet beside me; so I looked into it and my friend said to me, 'What
seest thou?' Quoth I, 'I see therein good galore and bodies of murdered folk. Look.' So he looked and said, 'By Allah, we are lost men!' And we fell
a-weeping, I and he. As we were thus, behold, there came in upon us, by the door at which we had entered, four naked men, with girdles of leather
about their middles, and made for my friend. He ran at them and dealing one of them a buffet, overthrew him, whereupon the other three fell all
upon him. I seized the opportunity to escape, what while they were occupied with him, and espying a door by my side, slipped into it and found
myself in an underground chamber, without window or other issue. So I gave myself up for lost and said, 'There is no power and no virtue save in
God the Most High, the Supreme!' Then I looked to the top of the vault and saw in it a range of glazed lunettes; so I clambered up for dear life, till I
reached the lunettes, and I distracted [for fear]. I made shift to break the glass and scrambling out through the frames, found a wall behind them. So
I bestrode the wall and saw folk walking in the road; whereupon I cast myself down to the ground and God the Most High preserved me, so that I
reached the earth, unhurt. The folk flocked round me and I acquainted them with my story..When she had made an end of her song, Queen Es
Shuhba arose and said, 'Never heard I from any the like of this.' And she drew Tuhfeh to her and fell to kissing her. Then she took leave of her and
flew away; and all the birds took flight with her, so that they walled the world; whilst the rest of the kings tarried behind..? ? ? ? ? The curtain of
delight, perforce, we've lifted through the friend, (143) For tidings of great joy, indeed, there came to us of late..ALPHABETICAL TABLE OF
THE FIRST LINES OF THE VERSE IN THE "TALES FROM THE ARABIC.".? ? ? ? ? c. Story of the Chief of the Old Cairo Police dcv.Then
she wept till her voice rose high and her lamentation was discovered [to those without]; after which she again began to drink and plying the old
man with wine, sang the following verses:.Shehriyar, Shehrzad and, ii. 111, iii. 141, 157..? ? ? ? ? How long did the heart for thy love that
languished with longing endure A burden of passion, 'neath which e'en mountains might totter and fail!.When Shefikeh saw that which betided
him, she came forward and said to him, "O bountiful lord, indeed my mistress returneth not the mantle and the necklace despitefully; but she is
about to depart the world and thou hast the best right to them." "And what is the cause of this?" asked he. Quoth Shefikeh, "Thou knowest. By
Allah, never among the Arabs nor the barbarians nor among the sons of the kings saw I a harder of heart than thou! Is it a light matter to thee that
thou troublest Mariyeh's life and causest her mourn for herself and depart the world on account of (110) thy youth? Indeed, thou wast the cause of
her acquaintance with thee and now she departeth the world on thine account, she whose like God the Most High hath not created among the
daughters of the kings.".? ? ? ? ? Midst colours, my colour excelleth in light And I would every eye of my charms might have sight..There was once
in a certain city a woman fair of favour, who had to lover a trooper. Her husband was a fuller, and when he went out to his business, the trooper
used to come to her and abide with her till the time of the fuller's return, when he would go away. On this wise they abode awhile, till one day the
trooper said to his mistress, 'I mean to take me a house near unto thine and dig an underground passage from my house to thy house, and do thou
say to thy husband, "My sister hath been absent with her husband and now they have returned from their travels; and I have made her take up her
sojourn in my neighbourhood, so I may foregather with her at all times. So go thou to her husband the trooper and offer him thy wares [for sale],
and thou wilt see my sister with him and wilt see that she is I and I am she, without doubt. So, Allah, Allah, go to my sister's husband and give ear
to that which he shall say to thee."'.143. Ibrahim of Mosul and the Devil dclxxxvii.5. Noureddin Ali of Cairo and his Son Bedreddin Hassan
xx.When the damsel heard these verses, she wept till her clothes were drenched and drew near the old woman, who said to her, 'Knowest thou such
an one?' And wept and said, 'He is my lord. Whence knowest thou him?' 'O my lady,' answered the old woman, 'sawst thou not the madman who
came hither yesterday with the old woman? He was thy lord. But this is no time for talk. When it is night, get thee to the top of the palace [and
wait] on the roof till thy lord come to thee and contrive for thy deliverance.' Then she gave her what she would of perfumes and returning to the
chamberlain, acquainted him with that which had passed, and he told the youth..When it was the third day, the third vizier came in to the king and
said to him, "O king, delay not the affair of this youth, for that his deed hath caused us fall into the mouths of the folk, and it behoveth that thou
slay him presently, so the talk may be estopped from us and it be not said, 'The king saw on his bed a man with his wife and spared him.'"* The
king was chagrined by this speech and bade bring the youth. So they brought him in shackles, and indeed the king's anger was roused against him
by the speech of the vizier and he was troubled; so he said to him, "O base of origin, thou hast dishonoured us and marred our repute, and needs
must I do away thy life from the world." Quoth the youth, "O king, make use of patience in all thine affairs, so wilt thou attain thy desire, for that
God the Most High hath appointed the issue of patience [to be] in abounding good, and indeed by patience Abou Sabir ascended from the pit and
sat down upon the throne." "Who was Abou Sabir," asked the king, "and what is his story?" And the youth answered, saying, "O king,.Then she
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cast the lute from her hand and swooned away; so she was carried to her chamber and indeed passion waxed upon her. After a long while, the
Commander of the Faithful sent for her a third time and bade her sing. So she took the lute and sang the following verses:.Quoth the king, "O Saad,
fetch him to me, for indeed thou describest to me a masterful man." (76) And he answered, saying, "By Allah, O my lord, hadst thou but seen our
case with Hudheifeh, what while he challenged me to the field of war and the stead of thrusting and smiting and I held back from doing battle with
him! Then, whenas I thought to go forth to him, behold, a cavalier gave loose to his bridle-rein and called out to me, saying, 'O Saad, wilt thou
suffer me to fill thy room in waging war with him and I will ransom thee with myself?' And I said, 'By Allah, O youth, whence cometh thou?'
Quoth he, 'This is no time for thy questions.'" Then he recounted to the king all that had passed between himself and El Abbas from first to last;
whereupon quoth Ins ben Cais, "Bring him to me in haste, so we may learn his tidings and question him of his case." "It is well," answered Saad,
and going forth of the king's presence, repaired to his own house, where he put off his harness of war and took rest for himself..When came the
night, the king summoned his vizier and bade him tell the story of the king who lost kingdom and wife and wealth. "Hearkening and obedience,"
replied Er Rehwan. "Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? z. The Stolen Purse dcv.? ? ? ? ? The absent ones' harbinger came us unto With tidings of those
who (129) had caused us to rue..When the appointed day arrived, En Numan sent for Sherik and said to him, "Verily the first part of this day is
past." And Sherik answered, "The king hath no recourse against me till it be eventide." When it evened, there appeared one afar off and En Numan
fell to looking upon him and on Sherik, and the latter said to him, "Thou hast no right over me till yonder fellow come, for belike he is my man."
As he spoke, up came the Tai in haste and En Numan said "By Allah, never saw I [any] more generous than you two! I know not whether of you is
the more generous, this one who became warrant for thee in [danger of] death or thou who returnest unto slaughter." Then said he to Sherik, "What
prompted thee to become warrant for him, knowing that it was death?" And he said, "[I did this] lest it be said, 'Generosity hath departed from
viziers.'" Then said En Numan to the Tai, "And thou, what prompted thee to return, knowing that therein was death and thine own destruction?"
Quoth the Arab, "[I did this] lest it be said, 'Fidelity hath departed from the folk.'" And En Numan said, "By Allah, I will be the third of you, (173)
lest it be said, 'Clemency hath departed from kings.'" So he pardoned him and bade abolish the day of ill-omen; whereupon the Arab recited the
following verses:.WOMEN'S CRAFT..Then he caused rear him among the nurses and matrons; but withal he ceased not to ponder the saying of the
astrologers and indeed his life was troubled. So he betook himself to the top of a high mountain and dug there a deep pit and made in it many
dwelling-places and closets and filled it with all that was needful of victual and raiment and what not else and made in it conduits of water from the
mountain and lodged the boy therein, with a nurse who should rear him. Moreover, at the first of each month he used to go to the mountain and
stand at the mouth of the pit and let down a rope he had with him and draw up the boy to him and strain him to his bosom and kiss him and play
with him awhile, after which he would let him down again into the pit to his place and return; and he used to count the days till the seven years
should pass by..? ? ? ? ? Lo under my command the land of Yemen is And trenchant is my sword against the foe in fight..Oft as my yearning
waxeth, my heart consoleth me, ii. 228..? ? ? ? ? Since thou hast looked on her, mine eye, be easy, for by God Nor mote nor ailment needst thou
fear nor evil accident..Meanwhile, his father and mother had gone round about all the islands of the sea in quest of him and his brother, hoping that
the sea might have cast them up, but found no trace of them; so they despaired of finding them and took up their abode in one of the islands. One
day, the merchant, being in the market, saw a broker, and in his hand a boy he was calling for sale, and said in himself, 'I will buy yonder boy, so I
may console myself with him for my sons.' So he bought him and carried him to his house; and when his wife saw him, she cried out and said, 'By
Allah, this is my son!' So his father and mother rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy and questioned him of his brother; but he answered, 'The sea
parted us and I knew not what became of him.' Therewith his father and mother consoled themselves with him and on this wise a number of years
passed..75 El Fezl ben Rebiya (233) and the Old Bedouin dclx."There was once a merchant named Abou Temam, and he was a man of
understanding and good breeding, quick-witted and truthful in all his affairs, and he had wealth galore. Now there was in his land an unjust king
and a jealous, and Abou Temam feared for his wealth from this king and said, 'I will remove hence to another place where I shall not be in fear.' So
he made for the city of Ilan Shah and built himself a palace therein and transporting his wealth thither, took up his abode there. Presently, the news
of him reached King Ilan Shah; so he sent to bid him to his presence and said to him, 'We know of thy coming to us and thine entry under our
allegiance, and indeed we have heard of thine excellence and wit and generosity; so welcome to thee and fair welcome! The land is thy land and at
thy commandment, and whatsoever occasion thou hast unto us, it is [already] accomplished unto thee; and it behoveth that thou be near our person
and of our assembly.' Abou Temam prostrated himself to the king and said to him, 'O king, I will serve thee with my wealth and my life, but do
thou excuse me from nearness unto thee, for that, [if I took service about thy person], I should not be safe from enemies and enviers.' Then he
addressed himself to serve the king with presents and largesses, and the king saw him to be intelligent, well-bred and of good counsel; so he
committed to him the ordinance of his affairs and in his hand was the power to bind and loose..26. The City of Lebtait cclxxii.Quoth I (and mine a
body is of passion all forslain), iii. 81..A certain king sat one day on the roof of his palace, diverting himself with looking about him, and presently,
chancing to look aside, he espied, on [the roof of] a house over against his palace, a woman, never saw his eyes her like. So he turned to those who
were present and said to them, "To whom belongeth yonder house?" "To thy servant Firouz," answered they, "and that is his wife." So he went
down, (and indeed love had made him drunken and he was passionately enamoured of her), and calling Firouz, said to him, "Take this letter and go
with it to such a city and bring me the answer." Firouz took the letter and going to his house, laid it under his head and passed that night. When the
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morning morrowed, he took leave of his wife and set out for the city in question, unknowing what the king purposed against him..The company
marvelled at the goodliness of his story and it pleased El Melik ez Zahir; and the prefect said, 'By Allah, this story is extraordinary!' Then came
forward the sixth officer and said to the company, 'Hear my story and that which befell me, to wit, that which befell such an one the assessor, for it
is rarer than this and stranger..? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.Thief and the Woman, The, i. 278."O king," answered the
youth, "I hope for succour only from God, not from created beings: if He aid me, none can avail to harm me, and if He be with me and on my side,
because of the truth, who is it I shall fear, because of falsehood? Indeed, I have made my intent with God a pure and sincere intent and have
severed my expectation from the help of the creature; and whoso seeketh help [of God] findeth of his desire that which Bekhtzeman found." Quoth
the king, "Who was Bekhtzeman and what is his story?" "O king," replied the youth,.140. Younus the Scribe and the Khalif Welid ben Sehl
dclxxxiv.Then she cast the lute from her hand and wept till she made the Lady Zubeideh weep, and she said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, methinks he
whom thou lovest is not in this world, for that the Commander of the Faithful hath sought him in every place, but hath not found him." Whereupon
the damsel arose and kissing the Lady Zubeideh's hands, said to her, "O my lady, if thou wouldst have him found, I have a request to make to thee,
wherein thou mayst accomplish my occasion with the Commander of the Faithful." Quoth the princess, "And what is it?" "It is," answered Sitt el
Milah, "that thou get me leave to go forth by myself and go round about in quest of him three days, for the adage saith, 'She who mourneth for
herself is not the like of her who is hired to mourn.' (29) If I find him, I will bring him before the Commander of the Faithful, so he may do with us
what he will; and if I find him not, I shall be cut off from hope of him and that which is with me will be assuaged." Quoth the Lady Zubeideh, "I
will not get thee leave from him but for a whole month; so be of good heart and cheerful eye." Whereupon Sitt el Milah was glad and rising, kissed
the earth before her once more and went away to her own place, rejoicing..Then she wept and the old woman with her and the latter went up to
Aboulhusn and uncovering his face, saw his eyes bound and swollen for the binding. So she covered him again and said, "Indeed, O Nuzhet el
Fuad, thou art afflicted in Aboulhusn!" Then she condoled with her and going out from her, ran without ceasing till she came in to the Lady
Zubeideh and related to her the story; and the princess said to her, laughing, "Tell it over again to the Khalif, who maketh me out scant of wit and
lacking of religion, and to this ill-omened slave, who presumeth to contradict me." Quoth Mesrour, "This old woman lieth; for I saw Aboulhusn
well and Nuzhet el Fuad it was who lay dead." "It is thou that liest," rejoined the stewardess, "and wouldst fain sow discord between the Khalif and
the Lady Zubeideh." And he said, "None lieth but thou, O old woman of ill-omen, and thy lady believeth thee, and she doteth." Whereupon the
Lady Zubeideh cried out at him, and indeed she was enraged at him and at his speech and wept..Presently up came the kings of the Jinn from every
side and kissed the earth before the queen and stood in her service; and she thanked them for this, but stirred not for one of them. Then came the
Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis (God curse him!) and kissed the earth before her, saying, 'O my lady, may I not be bereft of these steps!' (229) O Sheikh
Aboultawalf,' answered she, 'it behoveth thee to thank the bounty of the Lady Tuhfeh, who was the cause of my coming.' 'True,' answered he and
kissed the earth. Then the queen fared on [towards the palace] and there [arose and] alighted upon the trees an hundred thousand birds of various
colours. Quoth Tuhfeh, 'How many are these birds!' And Queen Wekhimeh said to her, 'Know, O my sister, that this queen is called Queen Es
Shuhba and that she is queen over all the Jinn from East to West. These birds that thou seest are of her troops, and except they came in this shape,
the earth would not contain them. Indeed, they came forth with her and are present with her presence at this circumcision. She will give thee after
the measure of that which hath betided thee (230) from the first of the festival to the last thereof; and indeed she honoureth us all with her
presence.'.162. Aboukir the Dyer and Abousir the Barber dccccxxx.Barmecides, Haroun er Reshid and the Woman of the, i. 57.
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