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Presently, Jesus, son of Mary (on whom be peace!) passed by and seeing this, besought God the Most High for tidings of their case; so He told him

what had betided them, whereat great was his wonderment and he related to his disciples what he had seen. Quoth one of them, 'O Spirit of God,

(251) nought resembleth this but my own story.' 'How so?' asked Jesus, and the other said,.TABLE OF CONTENTS OF THE CALCUTTA

(1839-42).? ? ? ? ? How many a lover, who aspires to union with his love, For all his hopes seem near, is baulked of that whereon he's bent!.Now

there was in the house a ram, with which the Persian used to butt, and when he saw what the woman did, he thought she would butt with him; so he

broke his halter and running at her, butted her and broke her head. She fell on her back and cried out; whereupon the Persian started up from sleep

in haste and seeing the singing-girl [cast down on her back] and the singer with his yard on end, said to the latter, 'O accursed one, doth not what

thou hast already done suffice thee?' Then he beat him soundly and opening the door, put him out in the middle of the night..? ? ? ? ? a. The First

Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.When it was the tenth day, (now this day was called El Mihrjan (129) and it was the day of the coming in of the folk,

gentle and simple, to the king, so they might give him joy and salute him and go forth), the counsel of the viziers fell of accord that they should

speak with a company of the notables of the city [and urge them to demand of the king that he should presently put the youth to death]. So they said

to them, "When ye go in to-day to the king and salute him, do ye say to him, 'O king, (to God be the praise!) thou art praiseworthy of policy and

governance, just to all thy subjects; but this youth, to whom thou hast been bountiful, yet hath he reverted to his base origin and wrought this foul

deed, what is thy purpose in his continuance [on life]? Indeed, thou hast prisoned him in thy house, and every day thou hearest his speech and thou

knowest not what the folk say.'" And they answered with "Hearkening and obedience.".Then said he to Aboulhusn, "Praised be God who hath done

away from thee that which irked thee and that I see thee in weal!" And Aboulhusn said, "Never again will I take thee to boon-companion or

sitting-mate; for the byword saith, 'Whoso stumbleth on a stone and returneth thereto, blame and reproach be upon him.' And thou, O my brother,

nevermore will I entertain thee nor use companionship with thee, for that I have not found thy commerce propitious to me." (32) But the Khalif

blandished him and conjured him, redoubling words upon him with "Verily, I am thy guest; reject not the guest," till Aboulhusn took him and

[carrying him home], brought him into the saloon and set food before him and friendly entreated him in speech. Then he told him all that had

befallen him, whilst the Khalif was like to die of hidden laughter; after which Aboulhusn removed the tray of food and bringing the wine-tray,

filled a cup and emptied it out three times, then gave it to the Khalif, saying, "O boon-companion mine, I am thy slave and let not that which I am

about to say irk thee, and be thou not vexed, neither do thou vex me." And he recited these verses:.Arab of the Benou Tai, En Numan and the, i.

203..One day, as he went wandering about the streets, he espied a woman of the utmost beauty and grace, and what he saw of her charms amazed

him and there betided him what made him forget his present plight. She accosted him and jested with him and he besought her of foregathering and

companionship. She consented to this and said to him, 'Let us go to thy lodging.' With this he repented and was perplexed concerning his affair and

grieved for that which must escape him of her company by reason of the straitness of his hand, (261) for that he had no jot of spending money. But

he was ashamed to say, 'No,' after he had made suit to her; so he went on before her, bethinking him how he should rid himself of her and casting

about for an excuse which he might put off on her, and gave not over going from street to street, till he entered one that had no issue and saw, at the

farther end, a door, whereon was a padlock..? ? ? ? ? a. The King and his Vizier's Wife dlxxviii.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Eunuch Sewab (228)

cccxxxiv.When the affair was prolonged upon the three sharpers, they went away and sat down a little apart; then they came up to the

money-changer privily and said to him, 'If thou canst buy him for us, do so, and we will give thee a score of dirhems.' Quoth he, 'Go away and sit

down afar from him.' So they did his bidding and the money-changer went up to the owner of the ass and gave not over tempting him with money

and cajoling him and saying, 'Leave yonder fellows and sell me the ass, and I will reckon him a gift from thee,' till he consented to sell him the ass

for five thousand and five hundred dirhems. Accordingly the money-changer counted down to him five thousand and five hundred dirhems of his

own money, and the owner of the ass took the price and delivered the ass to him, saying, 'Whatsoever betideth, though he abide a deposit about thy

neck, (46) sell him not to yonder rogues for less than ten thousand dirhems, for that they would fain buy him because of a hidden treasure whereof

they know, and nought can guide them thereto but this ass. So close thy hand on him and gainsay me not, or thou wilt repent.'.Caution was the

Cause of his Death, The Man whose, i 291..? ? ? ? ? My flower a marvel on your heads doth show, Yet homeless (237) am I in your land, I

trow..Then she discovered to him a part of her bosom, and when he saw her breasts, his reason took flight from his head and he said to her, "Cover

it up, so may God have thee in His safeguard!" Quoth she, "Is it fair of any one to missay of my charms?" And he answered, "How shall any missay

of thy charms, and thou the sun of loveliness?" Then said she, "Hath any the right to say of me that I am lophanded? "And tucking up her sleeves,

showed him forearms, as they were crystal; after which she unveiled to him a face, as it were a full moon breaking forth on its fourteenth night, and

said to him, "Is it lawful for any to missay of me [and avouch] that my face is pitted with smallpox or that I am one-eyed or crop-eared?" And he

answered her, saying, "O my lady, what is it moveth thee to discover unto me that lovely face and those fair members, [of wont so jealously] veiled

and guarded? Tell me the truth of the matter, may I be thy ransom!" And he recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? h. The Old Woman, the Merchant

and the King dcccxcvi.60. Haroun Er Reshid and Zubeideh in the Bath dcxlviii.6. Story of the Hunchback cii.As for the governor, he wasted all

that was with him and returned to the city, where he saw the youth and excused himself to him. Then he questioned him of what had befallen him
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and he told him, whereat he marvelled and returned to companionship with him; but the youth ceased to have regard for him and gave him not

stipends, as of his [former] wont, neither discovered to him aught of his secrets. When the governor saw that there was no profit for him with the

young Khorassani, he returned to the king, the ravisher of the damsel, and told him what the chamberlain had done and counselled him to slay the

latter and incited him to recover the damsel, [promising] to give his friend to drink of poison and return. So the king sent for the chamberlain and

upbraided him; whereupon he fell upon him and slew him and the king's servants fell upon the chamberlain and slew him..It chanced one day that

they sallied forth to stop the way and fell in upon a caravan in the night; but the people of the caravan were on their guard; so they joined battle

with the robbers and overcame them and slew them and the boy fell wounded and abode cast down in that place till the morrow, when he opened

his eyes and finding his comrades slain, lifted himself up and rose to walk in the way. Presently, there met him a man, a treasure-seeker, and said to

him, 'Whither goest thou, O youth?' So he told him what had betided him and the other said, 'Be of good heart, for that [the season of] thy fair

fortune is come and God bringeth thee joy and solace. I am one who am in quest of a hidden treasure, wherein is vast wealth. So come with me,

that thou mayst help me, and I will give thee wealth, wherewith thou shalt provide thyself thy life long.' Then he carried the youth to his dwelling

and dressed his wound, and he abode with him some days, till he was rested; when he took him and two beasts and all that he needed, and they

fared on till they came to a precipitous mountain..When the king heard this, he could not contain himself, but rushed in upon them and said to them,

'Out on you! What did ye? Tell me.' And they said, 'Pardon, O king.' Quoth he, 'An ye would have pardon from God and me, it behoveth you to tell

me the truth, for nothing shall save you from me but truth-speaking.' So they prostrated themselves before him and said, 'By Allah, O king, the

viziers gave us this gold and taught us to lie against Abou Teman, so thou mightest put him to death, and what we said was their words.' When the

king heard this, he plucked at his beard, till he was like to tear it up by the roots and bit upon his fingers, till he well-nigh sundered them in twain,

for repentance and sorrow that he had wrought hastily and had not delayed with Abou Temam, so he might look into his affair..32. The Mock

Khalif cclxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? Still do I yearn, whilst passion's fire flames in my liver aye; For parting's shafts have smitten me and done my strength

away..50. El Melik en Nasir and the Three Masters of Police dciii.SHEHRZAD AND SHEHRIYAR. (145).? ? ? ? ? Yet, if with him forgotten be

the troth-plight of our loves, I have a king who of his grace will not forget me e'er..[So he fared on towards them] and when he drew near unto

them, he knew them and they knew him; whereupon they lighted down from their horses and saluting him, gave him joy of his safety and the folk

flocked to him. When he came to his father, they embraced and greeted each other a long time, whilst neither of them availed unto speech, for the

greatness of that which betided them of joy in reunion. Then El Abbas bade the folk mount; so they mounted and his mamelukes surrounded him

and they entered Baghdad on the most magnificent wise and in the highest worship and glory..He lay the rest of the night in one of the ruins, and

when he arose in the morning, he said, 'None is to blame. I sought my own good, and he is no fool who seeketh good for himself; and the druggist's

wife also sought good for herself; but destiny overcometh precaution and there remaineth no abiding for me in this town.' So he went forth from the

city. Nor (added the vizier) is this story, extraordinary though it be, more extraordinary than that of the king and his son and that which bedded

them of wonders and rarities.".? ? ? ? ? O thou that blamest me for my heart and railest at my ill, Hadst them but tasted my spirit's grief, thou

wouldst excuse me still..Husband, The Credulous, i. 270..When the morning morrowed, he recited the following verses:.Then he turned to the

woman and said to her, 'And thou, what sayst thou?' So she expounded to him her case and recounted to him all that had betided her and her

husband, first and last, up to the time when they took up their abode with the old man and woman who dwelt on the sea-shore. Then she set out that

which the Magian had practised on her of knavery and how he had carried her off in the ship and all that had betided her of humiliation and

torment, what while the cadis and judges and deputies hearkened to her speech. When the king heard the last of his wife's story, he said, 'Verily,

there hath betided thee a grievous matter; but hast thou knowledge of what thy husband did and what came of his affair?' 'Nay, by Allah,' answered

she; 'I have no knowledge of him, save that I leave him no hour unremembered in fervent prayer, and never, whilst I live, will he cease to be to me

the father of my children and my father's brother's son and my flesh and my blood.' Then she wept and the king bowed his head, whilst his eyes

brimmed over with tears at her story..El Abbas from Akil his stead is come again, iii. 108..? ? ? ? ? d. The Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in

Marriage to the Poor Old Man dcccxcii.58. The King's Daughter and the Ape ccclv.Munir drank off his cup and ordered her eight hundred

thousand dinars, whereat Kemeriyeh rejoiced and rising to her feet, kissed Tuhfeh on her face and said to her, 'May the world not be bereaved of

thee, O thou who lordest it over the hearts of Jinn and mortals!' Then she returned to her place and the Sheikh Iblis arose and danced, till all present

were confounded; after which he said to Tuhfeh, 'Indeed, thou embellishest my festival, O thou who hast commandment over men and Jinn and

rejoicest their hearts with thy loveliness and the excellence of thy faithfulness to thy lord. All that thy hands possess shall be borne to thee [in thy

palace and placed] at thy service; but now the dawn is near at hand; so do thou rise and rest thee, as of thy wont' Tuhfeh turned and found with her

none of the Jinn; so she laid her head on the ground and slept till she had gotten her rest; after which she arose and betaking herself to the pool,

made the ablution and prayed. Then she sat beside the pool awhile and pondered the affair of her lord Er Reshid and that which had betided him

after her and wept sore..Full many a man incited me to infidelity, i. 205..?SINDBAD THE SAILOR AND HINDBAD THE PORTER..? ? ? ? ?

What is the pleasance of the world, except it be to see My lady's face, to drink of wine and ditties still to hear?.? ? ? ? ? Where lavender, myrtle,

narcissus entwine, With all sweet-scented herbs, round the juice of the vine..? ? ? ? ? An if my substance fail, no one there is will succour

me,.When Tuhfeh heard this, she fell to weeping and wailing and said, 'By Allah, nought irketh me save separation from my lord Er Reshid; but,
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when I am dead, let the world be ruined after me.' And she doubted not in herself but that she was lost without recourse. Then Meimoun set forth

with his army and departed in quest of the hosts [of the Jinn], leaving none in the palace save his daughter Jemreh and Tuhfeh and an Afrit who

was dear unto him. They fared on till they met with the army of Es Shisban; and when the two hosts came face to face, they fell upon each other

and fought a passing sore battle. After awhile, Es Shisban's troops began to give back, and when Meimoun saw them do thus, he despised them and

made sure of victory over them..Then he brought out the casket of jewellery [and showed it to an expert,] who told him that the trinkets were gilt

and that their worth was but an hundred dirhems. When he heard this, he was sore concerned thereat and presenting himself before the Sultan's

deputy, made his complaint to him; whereupon the latter knew that a trick had been put off upon him and that the folk had cozened him and gotten

the better of him and taken his stuffs. Now the magistrate in question was a man of good counsel and judgment, well versed in affairs; so he said to

the draper, "Remove somewhat from thy shop, [and amongst the rest the casket,] and on the morrow break the lock and cry out and come to me and

complain that they have plundered all thy shop. Moreover, do thou call [upon God for succour] and cry aloud and acquaint the folk, so that all the

people may resort to thee and see the breach of the lock and that which is missing from thy shop; and do thou show it to every one who presenteth

himself, so the news may be noised abroad, and tell them that thy chief concern is for a casket of great value, deposited with thee by a great man of

the town and that thou standest in fear of him. But be thou not afraid and still say in thy converse, 'My casket belonged to such an one, and I fear

him and dare not bespeak him; but you, O company and all ye who are present, I call you to witness of this for me.' And if there be with thee more

than this talk, [say it;] and the old woman will come to thee.".Merouzi (El) and Er Razi, ii. 28..11. Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the Porter

(239).9. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Ennis el Jelis clxxxi.? ? ? ? ? And when the sun of morning sees her visage and her smile, O'ercome. he

hasteneth his face behind the clouds to hide..Your coming to-me-ward, indeed, with "Welcome! Fair welcome!" I hail, iii. 136..? ? ? ? ? And left

me all forlorn, to pine for languishment,.Sindbad the Sailor, The Seventh Voyage of, iii. 224..Then they told the damsel, who came forth and

looked upon him and knew him not. But he knew her; so he bowed his head and wept. She was moved to compassion for him and gave him

somewhat and returned to her place, whilst the youth returned with the stewardess to the chamberlain and told him that she was in the king's house,

whereat he was chagrined and said, 'By Allah, I will assuredly contrive a device for her and deliver her!' Whereupon the youth kissed his hands and

feet. Then he turned to the old woman and bade her change her apparel and her favour. Now this old woman was goodly of speech and nimble of

wit; so he gave her costly and delicious perfumes and said to her, 'Get thee to the king's slave girls and sell them these [perfumes] and make thy

way to the damsel and question her if she desire her master or not.' So the old woman went out and making her way to the palace, went in to the

damsel and drew near her and recited the following verses:.Quoth the merchant, 'Indeed, it is as the old man avoucheth and he is an excellent

judge.' And the king said, 'Increase his allowance.' But the old man stood still and did not go away. So the king said to him, 'Why dost thou not go

about thy business?' And he answered, 'My business is with the king.' 'Name what thou wouldst have,' said the king, and the other replied, 'I would

have thee question me of the quintessences of men, even as thou hast questioned me of the quintessences of horses.' Quoth the king, 'We have no

occasion to question thee of [this].' But the old man replied, 'I have occasion to acquaint thee.' 'Say what thou pleasest,' rejoined the king, and the

old man said, 'Verily, the king is the son of a baker.' Quoth the king 'How knowest thou that?' And the other replied, 'Know, O king, that I have

examined into degrees and dignities (210) and have learnt this.'.?STORY OF THE SHARPER AND THE MERCHANTS..? ? ? ? ? Were not the

darkness (193) still in gender masculine, As ofttimes is the case with she-things passing fine,.When she had made an end of her song, she threw the

lute from her hand and wept and lamented. Then she slept awhile and presently awaking, said, "O elder, hast thou what we may eat?" "O my lady,"

answered the old man, "there is the rest of the food;" but she said, "I will not eat of a thing I have left. Go down to the market and fetch us what we

may eat." Quoth he, "Excuse me, O my lady; I cannot stand up, for that I am overcome with wine; but with me is the servant of the mosque, who is

a sharp youth and an intelligent. I will call him, so he may buy thee that which thou desirest." "Whence hast thou this servant?" asked she; and he

replied, "He is of the people of Damascus." When she heard him speak of the people of Damascus, she gave a sob, that she swooned away; and

when she came to herself, she said, "Woe's me for the people of Damascus and for those who are therein! Call him, O elder, that he may do our

occasions.".Thereupon there sallied forth to him Zuheir ben Hebib, and they wheeled about and feinted awhile, then came to dose quarters and

exchanged strokes. El Harith forewent his adversary in smiting and stretched him weltering in his gore; whereupon Hudheifeh cried out to him,

saying, "Gifted of God art thou, O Harith! Call another of them." So he cried out, saying, "Is there a comer-forth [to battle?]" But they of Baghdad

held back froni him; and when it appeared to El Harith that confusion was amongst them, he fell upon them and overthrew the first of them upon

their last and slew of them twelve men. Then the evening overtook him and the Baghdadis addressed themselves to flight..The king approved her

speech and bestowed on her a dress of honour and gave her magnificent gifts; after which, for that his choice had fallen upon his younger son,

Melik Shah, he married her with him and made him his heir apparent and caused the folk swear fealty to him. When this came to the knowledge of

his brother Belehwan and he was ware that his younger brother had been preferred over him, his breast was straitened and the affair was grievous to

him and envy entered into him and rancour; but he concealed this in his heart, whilst fire raged therein because of the damsel and the kingship..? ? ?

? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlvi.? ? ? ? ? Then sent I speech to thee in verses such as burn The heart; reproach therein was none

nor yet unright;.? ? ? ? ? A good it is to have one's loved ones ever near,.The eunuch returned and told the king, who said, "Indeed, we have been

neglectful with regard to El Abbas. What shall be our excuse with the king? By Allah, my soul misdoubted me that the youth was of the sons of the
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kings!" The Lady Afifeh, his wife, saw him lamenting for [his usage of] El Abbas and said to him, "O king, what is it thou regrettest with this

exceeding regret?" Quoth he, "Thou knowest the stranger youth, who gave us the rubies?" "Assuredly," answered she; and he said, "Yonder youths,

who have halted in the palace court, are his mamelukes, and his father King El Aziz, lord of Yemen, hath pitched his camp in the Green Meadow;

for he is come with his army to seek him, and the number of his troops is [four-and-] twenty thousand men." [Then he went out from her], and

when she heard his words, she wept sore for him and had compassion on his case and sent after him, counselling him to send for the mamelukes

and lodge them [in the palace] and entertain them..Fortune its arrows all, through him I love, let fly, iii. 31..? ? ? ? ? Like a sun at the end of a cane

in a hill of sand, She shines in a dress of the hue of pomegranate flower..When a year had elapsed, there came to the city a ship, wherein were

merchants and goods galore. Now it was of their usance, from time immemorial, that, when there came a ship to the city, the king sent unto it such

of his servants as he trusted in, who took charge of the goods, so they might be [first of all] shown to the king, who bought such of them as befitted

him and gave the merchants leave to sell the rest. So he sent, as of wont, one who should go up to the ship and seal up the goods and set over them

who should keep watch over them..When she had made an end of her song, she wept sore, till presently sleep overcame her and she slept..Now the

liefest of all things to Mariyeh was the recitation of poems and verses and linked rhymes and the twanging [of the strings of the lute], and she was

versed in all tongues; so she took the letter and opening it, read that which was therein and apprehended its purport. Then she cast it on the ground

and said, "O nurse, I have no answer to make to this letter." Quoth the nurse, "Indeed, this is weakness in thee and a reproach unto thee, for that the

people of the world have heard of thee and still praise thee for keenness of wit and apprehension; so do thou return him an answer, such as shall

delude his heart and weary his soul." "O nurse," rejoined the princess, "who is this that presumeth upon me with this letter? Belike he is the stranger

youth who gave my father the rubies." "It is himself," answered the woman, and Mariyeh said, "I will answer his letter on such a wise that thou

shalt not bring me other than it [from him]." Quoth the nurse, "So be it." So the princess called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following

verses:.? ? ? ? ? To God of all the woes I've borne I plain me, for I pine For longing and lament, and Him for solace I entreat.To return to the king

his father. When he went to the pit, as of his wont, and called the nurse, she returned him no answer, whereat his breast was straitened and he let

down a man who [found the nurse dead and the boy gone and] acquainted the king therewith; which when he heard, he buffeted his head and wept

passing sore and descended into the midst of the pit, so he might see how the case stood. There he found the nurse slain and the lion dead, but saw

not the boy; so he [returned and] acquainted the astrologers with the verification of their words, and they said, 'O king, the lion hath eaten him;

destiny hath been accomplished upon him and thou art delivered from his hand; for, had he been saved from the lion, by Allah, we had feared for

thee from him, for that the king's destruction should have been at his hand.' So the king left [sorrowing for] this and the days passed by and the

affair was forgotten..82. Said ben Salim and the Barmecides cccxcii.There was once, of old days, a king of the kings, whose name was Azadbekht;

his [capital] city was called Kuneim Mudoud and his kingdom extended to the confines of Seistan and from the frontiers of Hindustan to the sea He

had ten viziers, who ordered his state and his dominion, and he was possessed of judgment and exceeding wisdom. One day he went forth with

certain of his guards to the chase and fell in with an eunuch on horseback, holding in his hand the halter of a mule, which he led along. On the

mule's back was a litter of gold-inwoven brocade, garded about with an embroidered band set with gold and jewels, and over against the litter was a

company of horsemen. When King Azadbekht saw this, he separated himself from his companions and making for the mule and the horsemen,

questioned the latter, saying, "To whom belongeth this litter and what is therein?". The eunuch answered, (for he knew not that he was King

Azadbekht,) saying, "This litter belongeth to Isfehend, vizier to King Azadbekht, and therein is his daughter, whom he purposeth to marry to Zad

Shah the King.".Merchant and the King, The Old Woman, the, i. 265..?STORY OF THE KING WHO KNEW THE QUINTESSENCE (204) OF

THINGS..The crown of the flow'rets am I, in the chamber of wine, And Allah makes mention of me 'mongst the pleasures divine; Yea, ease and

sweet basil and peace, the righteous are told, In Eternity's Garden of sweets shall to bless them combine. (223) Where, then, is the worth that in

aught with my worth can compare And where is the rank in men's eyes can be likened to mine?.12. Asleep and Awake cclxxi.Then the astrologers

made their calculations and looked into his nativity and his ascendant, whereupon their colour changed and they were confounded. Quoth the king

to them, 'Acquaint me with his horoscope and ye shall have assurance and fear ye not of aught' 'O king,' answered they, 'this child's nativity denotes

that, in the seventh year of his age, there is to be feared for him from a lion, which will attack him; and if he be saved from the lion, there will

betide an affair yet sorer and more grievous.' 'What is that?' asked the king; and they said, 'We will not speak, except the king command us thereto

and give us assurance from [that which we] fear.' Quoth the king, 'God assure you!' And they said, 'If he be saved from the lion, the king's

destruction will be at his hand.' When the king heard this, his colour changed and his breast was straitened; but he said in himself, 'I will be

watchful and do my endeavour and suffer not the lion to eat him. It cannot be that he will kill me, and indeed the astrologers lied.'.16. The Fox and

the Crow cl.? ? ? ? ? And high is my repute, for that I wounded aforetime My lord, (215) whom God made best of all the treaders of the clay..? ? ? ?

? My watering lips, that cull the rose of thy soft cheek, declare My basil, (131) lily mine, to be the myrtles of thy hair..Governor, Story of the Man

of Khorassan, his Son and his, i. 218..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Physician Douban xi.Prisoner and how God gave him Relief, Story of the, i.

174..SINDBAD THE SAILOR AND HINDBAD THE PORTER..O friends, the tears flow ever, in mockery of my pain, iii. 116..Two months after

this occurrence, there came to me one of the Cadi's officers, with a scroll, wherein was the magistrate's writ, summoning me to him. So I

accompanied the officer and went in to the Cadi, whereupon the plaintiff, to wit, he who had taken out the summons, sued me for two thousand
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dirhems, avouching that I had borrowed them of him as the woman's agent. (117) I denied the debt, but he produced against me a bond for the

amount, attested by four of those who were in company [on the occasion]; and they were present and bore witness to the loan. So I reminded them

of my kindness and paid the amount, swearing that I would never again follow a woman's counsel. Is not this marvellous?'.? ? ? ? ? j. The Two

Kings dcxvi."O king," answered the youth, "if there have betided thee talk because of me, by Allah, by Allah the Great, those who have brought on

thee this talk from the folk are these wicked viziers, who devise with the folk and tell them foul things and evil concerning the king's house; but I

trust in God that He will cause their malice to revert upon their heads. As for the king's menace of me with slaughter, I am in the grasp of his hand;

so let not the king occupy his mind with my slaughter, for that I am like unto the sparrow in the hand of the fowler; if he will, he slaughtereth him,

and if he will, he looseth him. As for the delaying of my slaughter, it [proceedeth] not [from] the king, but from Him in whose hand is my life; for,

by Allah, O king, if God willed my slaughter, thou couldst not avail to postpone it, no, not for a single hour. Indeed, man availeth not to fend off

evil from himself, even as it was with the son of King Suleiman Shah, whose anxiety and carefulness for the accomplishment of his desire of the

new-born child [availed him nothing], for his last hour was deferred how many a time! and God saved him until he had accomplished his

[foreordained] period and had fulfilled [the destined term of] his life."."Except," continued the Khalif, "he were the enemy of God, he had wished

for her in this world, so he might after [repent and] return to righteous dealing. By Allah, he shall not come in to me! Who is at the door other than

he?" Quoth Adi, "Jemil ben Mamer el Udhri (51) is at the door;" and Omar said, "It is he who says in one of his odes" ... [And he recited the

following:].So she arose and returned to her house, whilst El Merouzi abode in his place till the night was half spent, when he said to himself, 'How

long [is this to last]? Yet how can I let this knavish dog die and lose the money? Methinks I were better open the tomb on him and bring him forth

and take my due of him by dint of grievous beating and torment.' Accordingly, he dug him up and pulled him forth of the tomb; after which he

betook himself to an orchard hard by the burial-ground and cut thence staves and palm sticks. Then he tied the dead man's legs and came down on

him with the staff and beat him grievously; but he stirred not. When the time grew long on him, his shoulders became weary and he feared lest

some one of the watch should pass on his round and surprise him. So he took up Er Razi and carrying him forth of the cemetery, stayed not till he

came to the Magians' burying-place and casting him down in a sepulchre (42) there, rained heavy blows upon him till his shoulders failed him, but

the other stirred not Then he sat down by his side and rested; after which he rose and renewed the beating upon him, [but to no better effect; and

thus he did] till the end of the night.The Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds (162) Haroun er Reshid had a boon-companion of the number of his

boon-companions, by name Ishac ben Ibrahim en Nedim el Mausili, (163) who was the most accomplished of the folk of his time in the art of

smiting upon the lute; and of the Commander of the Faithful's love for him, he assigned him a palace of the choicest of his palaces, wherein he was

wont to instruct slave-girls in the arts of lute-playing and singing. If any slave-girl became, by his instruction, accomplished in the craft, he carried

her before the Khalif, who bade her play upon the lute; and if she pleased him, he would order her to the harem; else would he restore her to Ishac's

palace..When the evening evened, the king sat in his sitting- chamber and sending for his vizier, bade him relate the story of the wealthy man who

lost his wealth and his wit. So he said, "Know, O king, that.When Selim found himself in that sorry plight and considered that wherewith he was

afflicted of tribulation and the contrariness of his fortune, in that he had been a king and was now returned to shackles and prison and hunger, he

wept and groaned and lamented and recited the following verses:.As for the singer, when his [stay in the oven] grew long upon him, he came forth

therefrom, thinking that her husband had gone away. Then he went up to the roof and looking down, beheld his friend the druggist; whereat he was

sore concerned and said in himself, 'Alas, the disgrace of it! This is my friend the druggist, who dealt kindly with me and wrought me fair and I

have requited him with foul' And he feared to return to the druggist; so he went down and opened the first door and would have gone out; but, when

he came to the outer door, he found it locked and saw not the key. So he stole up again to the roof and cast himself down into the [next] house. The

people of the house heard him and hastened to him, deeming him a thief. Now the house in question belonged to a Persian; so they laid hands on

him and the master of the house began to beat him, saying to him, 'Thou art a thief.' 'Nay,' answered he, 'I am no thief, but a singing-man, a

stranger. I heard your voices and came to sing to you.'.When Er Reshid came to the throne, he invested Jaafer ben Yehya ben Khalid el Bermeki

(156) with the vizierate. Now Jaafer was eminently distinguished for generosity and munificence, and the stories of him to this effect are renowned

and are written in the books. None of the viziers attained to the rank and favour which he enjoyed with Er Reshid, who was wont to call him

brother (157) and used to carry him with him into his house. The period of his vizierate was nineteen years, (158) and Yehya one day said to his

son Jaafer, "O my son, what time thy reed trembleth, water it with kindness." (159) Opinions differ concerning the reason of Jaafer's slaughter, but

the better is as follows. Er Reshid could not brook to be parted from Jaafer nor from his [own] sister Abbaseh, daughter of El Mehdi, a single hour,

and she was the loveliest woman of her time; so he said to Jaafer, "I will marry thee to her, that it may be lawful to thee to look upon her, but thou

shalt not touch her." [Accordingly, they were married] and they used both to be present in Er Reshid's sitting chamber. Now the Khalif would rise

bytimes [and go forth] from the chamber, and they being both young and filled with wine, Jaafer would rise to her and swive her. She conceived by

him and bore a handsome boy and fearing Er Reshid, despatched the newborn child by one of her confidants to Mecca the Holy, may God the Most

High advance it in honour and increase it in venerance and nobility and magnification! The affair abode concealed till there befell despite between

Abbaseh and one of her slave-girls, whereupon the latter discovered the affair of the child to Er Reshid and acquainted him with its abiding-place.

So, when the Khalif made the pilgrimage, he despatched one who brought him the boy and found the affair true, wherefore he caused befall the
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Barmecides that which befell. (160).When Jaafer saw him, his reason was like to depart for shame and he knew that the chamberlain had been

deceived by the likeness of the name; and Abdulmelik also perceived how the case stood and confusion was manifest to him in Jaafer's face. So he

put on a cheerful favour and said, "No harm be upon you! (149) Bring us of these dyed clothes." So they brought him a dyed gown (150) and he put

it on and sat discoursing cheerily with Jaafer and jesting with him. Then said he, "Give us to drink of your wine." So they poured him out a pint and

he said, "Be ye indulgent with us, for we have no wont of this." Then he chatted and jested with them till Jaafer's breast dilated and his constraint

ceased from him and his shamefastness, and he rejoiced in this with an exceeding joy and said to Abdulmelik, "What is thine errand?" Quoth the

other, "I come (may God amend thee!) on three occasions, whereof I would have thee bespeak the Khalif; to wit, firstly, I have on me a debt to the

amount of a thousand thousand dirhems, (151) which I would have discharged; secondly, I desire for my son the office of governor of a province,

whereby his rank may be raised; and thirdly, I would fain have thee marry him to a daughter of the Khalif, for that she is his cousin and he is a

match for her." And Jaafer said, "God accomplished! unto thee these three occasions. As for the money, it shall presently be carried to thy house; as

for the government, I make thy son viceroy of Egypt; and as for the marriage, I give him to wife such an one, the daughter of our Lord the

Commander of the Faithful, at a dowry of such and such a sum. So depart in the assurance of God the Most High.".? ? ? ? ? j. The Unjust King and

the Tither dcccxcix.KING SHAH BEKHT AND HIS VIZIER ER REHWAN. (177).? ? ? ? ? f. King Bekhtzeman cccclxi.The king gave him leave

for this and the vizier betook himself to the queen and said to her, "I am come to thee, on account of a grave reproach, and I would have thee be

truthful with me in speech and tell me how came the youth into the sleeping-chamber." Quoth she, "I have no knowledge whatsoever [of it]" and

swore to him a solemn oath thereof, whereby he knew that she had no knowledge of the matter and that she was not at fault and said to her, "I will

teach thee a device, where- with thou mayst acquit thyself and thy face be whitened before the king." "What is it?" asked she; and he answered,

saying, "When the king calleth for thee and questioneth thee of this, say thou to him, 'Yonder youth saw me in the privy-chamber and sent me a

message, saying, "I will give thee a hundred jewels, to whose price money may not avail, so thou wilt suffer me to foregather with thee." I laughed

at him who bespoke me with these words and rebuffed him; but he sent again to me, saying, "An thou fall not in with my wishes, I will come one of

the nights, drunken, and enter and lie down in the sleeping-chamber, and the king will see me and kill me; so wilt thou be put to shame and thy face

will be blackened with him and thine honour abased."' Be this thy saying to the king, and I will presently go to him and repeat this to him." Quoth

the queen, "And I also will say thus.".? ? ? ? ? My outward of my inward testifies And this bears witness that that tells aright. (39).Quoth Ishac,

'Indeed, this was of thy fair fortune. By Allah, I know not that which thou knowest in this craft!' Then he arose and going to a chest, brought out

therefrom striped clothes of great price, netted with jewels and great pearls, and said to her, 'In the name of God, don these, O my lady Tuhfeh.' So

she arose and donned those clothes and veiled herself and went up [with Ishac] to the palace of the Khalifate, where he made her stand without,

whilst he himself went in to the Commander of the Faithful (with whom was Jaafer the Barmecide) and kissing the earth before him, said to him, 'O

Commander of the Faithful, I have brought thee a damsel, never saw eyes her like for excellence in singing and touching the lute; and her name is

Tuhfeh." (186) 'And where,' asked Er Reshed, 'is this Tuhfeh, who hath not her like in the world?' Quoth Ishac, 'Yonder she stands, O Commander

of the Faithful;' and he acquainted the Khalif with her case from first to last. Then said Er Reshid, 'It is a marvel to hear thee praise a slave-girl after

this fashion. Admit her, so we may see her, for that the morning may not be hidden.'.When God caused the morning morrow, the two armies drew

out in battle array and the troops stood looking at one another. Then came forth El Harith ibn Saad between the two lines and played with his lance

and cried out and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? And all the desert spaces devour, whilst to my rede, Or if in sport or earnest, (93) still

Aamir giveth ear..The Eighteenth Night of the Month..Then she returned home, troubled and careful; and when her husband saw her on this wise,

he questioned her of her case and she said to him, 'Verily, my breast is straitened by reason of thee and of the simpleness of thine intent. Straitness

liketh me not and thou in thy [present] craft gaiuest nought; so either do thou seek out a craft other than this or pay me my due (17) and let me go

my way.' Her husband chid her for this and admonished her; (18) but she would not be turned from her intent and said to him, 'Go forth and watch

yonder physician how he doth and leam from him what he saith.' Quoth he, 'Let not thy heart be troubled: I will go every day to the physician's

assembly.'.THE KHALIF OMAR BEN ABDULAZIZ AND THE POETS. (41).Unjust King and the Tither, The, i. 272.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story

of the Barber's First Brother ci.Then she took leave of the princess and veiling her face, disguised herself; (30) after which she mounted the mule

and sallying forth, went round about seeking her lord in the thoroughfares of Baghdad three days' space, but lit on no tidings of him; and on the

fourth day, she rode forth without the city. Now it was the noontide hour and great was the heat, and she was aweary and thirst waxed upon her.

Presently, she came to the mosque, wherein the young Damascene had taken shelter, and lighting down at the door, said to the old man, [the

Muezzin], "O elder, hast thou a draught of cold water? Indeed, I am overcome with heat and thirst." Quoth he, "[Come up] with me into my house."

So he carried her up into his lodging and spreading her [a carpet and cushions], seated her [thereon]; after which he brought her cold water and she

drank and said to the eunuch, "Go thy ways with the mule and on the morrow come back to me here." [So he went away] and she slept and rested

herself..Accordingly, Shefikeh went out and repairing to the nurse's house, found her clad in apparel other (100) than that which she had been wont

to wear aforetime. So she saluted her and said to her, "Whence hadst thou this dress, than which there is no goodlier?" "O Shefikeh," answered the

nurse, "thou deemest that I have gotten (101) no good save of thy mistress; but, by Allah, had I endeavoured for her destruction, I had done [that

which was my right], for that she did with me what thou knowest (102) and bade the eunuch beat me, without offence of me committed; wherefore
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do thou tell her that he, on whose behalf I bestirred myself with her, hath made me quit of her and her humours, for that he hath clad me in this

habit and given me two hundred and fifty dinars and promised me the like thereof every year and charged me serve none of the folk.".69. The

Water-Carrier and the Goldsmith's Wife dcliv.So Abdulmelik went away to his house, whither he found that the money had foregone him, and on

the morrow Jaafer presented himself before the Khalif and acquainted him with what had passed and that he had appointed Abdulmelik's son

governor of Egypt and had promised him his daughter in marriage. Er Reshid approved of this and confirmed the appointment and the marriage.

[Then he sent for the young man] and he went not forth of the palace of the Khalif till he wrote him the patent [of investiture with the government]

of Egypt; and he let bring the Cadis and the witnesses and drew up the contract of marriage..To return to El Abbas, when he alighted from his

charger, he put off his harness of war and rested awhile; after which he brought out a shirt of Venetian silk and a gown of green damask and

donning them, covered himself with a turban of Damietta stuff and girt his middle with a handkerchief. Then he went out a-walking in the

thoroughfares of Baghdad and fared on till he came to the bazaar of the merchants. There he found a merchant, with chess before him; so he stood

watching him and presently the other looked up at him and said to him, "O youth, what wilt thou stake upon the game?" And he answered, "Be it

thine to decide." "Then be it a hundred dinars," said the merchant, and El Abbas consented to him, whereupon quoth he, "O youth, produce the

money, so the game may be fairly stablished." So El Abbas brought out a satin purse, wherein were a thousand dinars, and laid down an hundred

dinars therefrom on the edge of the carpet, whilst the merchant did the like, and indeed his reason fled for joy, whenas he saw the gold in El Abbas

his possession..? ? ? ? ? g. The Crows and the Hawk dcxiii.16. Uns el Wujoud and the Vizier's Daughter Rose- in-bud cccxli
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