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99. The History of Gherib and his brother Agib dcxcviii.There was once, in the parts of Khorassan, a man of the affluent of the country, who was a
merchant of the chiefest of the merchants and was blessed with two children, a son and a daughter. He was assiduous in rearing them and making
fair their education, and they grew up and throve after the goodliest fashion. He used to teach the boy, who taught his sister all that he learnt, so that
the girl became perfect in the knowledge of the Traditions of the Prophet and in polite letters, by means of her brother. Now the boy's name was
Selim and that of the girl Selma. When they grew up and waxed, their father built them a mansion beside his own and lodged them apart therein
and appointed them slave-girls and servants to tend them and assigned unto each of them pensions and allowances and all that they needed of high
and low, meat and bread and wine and raiment and vessels and what not else. So Selim and Selma abode in that mansion, as they were one soul in
two bodies, and they used to sleep on one couch; and rooted in each one's heart was love and affection and familiar friendship [for the other of
them]..Then he bade fetch the youth and when he was present before him, he prostrated himself to him and prayed for him; whereupon quoth the
king to him, "Out on thee! How long shall the folk upbraid me on thine account and blame me for delaying thy slaughter? Even the people of my
city blame me because of thee, so that I am grown a talking-stock among them, and indeed they come in to me and upbraid me [and urge me] to put
thee to death. How long shall I delay this? Indeed, this very day I mean to shed thy blood and rid the folk of thy prate.".Presently, her brothers
returned, whereupon the old man acquainted them with the whole case and said to them, "O my sons, know that your sister purposed not aught but
good, and if ye slay this man, ye will earn abiding reproach and ye will wrong him, ay, and wrong yourselves and your sister, to boot; for indeed
there appeareth no cause [of offence] such as calleth for slaughter, and it may not be denied that this incident is a thing the like whereof may well
betide and that he may well have been baffled by the like of this chance." Then he turned to me and questioned me of my lineage; so I set forth to
him my genealogy and he said, "A man of equal rank, honourable [and] understanding." And he offered me [his daughter in] marriage. I consented
to him of this and marrying her, took up my abode with him and God the Most High hath opened on me the gates of weal and fortune, so that I am
become the most abounding in substance of the folk of the tribe; and He hath stablished me in that which He hath given me of His bounties.'.132.
Sindbad the Sailor and Sindbad the Porter dxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? And if into the briny sea one day she chanced to spit, Assuredly the salt sea's floods
straight fresh and sweet would grow..? ? ? ? ? Whenas in body ye from us are far removed, would God I knew who shall to us himself with news of
you present!.So she took the hundred dinars and the piece of silk and returned to her dwelling, rejoicing, and went in to Aboulhusn and told him
what had befallen, whereupon he arose and rejoiced and girt his middle and danced and took the hundred dinars and the piece of silk and laid them
up. Then he laid out Nuzhet el Fuad and did with her even as she had done with him; after which he rent his clothes and plucked out his beard and
disordered his turban [and went forth] and gave not over running till he came in to the Khalif, who was sitting in the hall of audience, and he in this
plight, beating upon his breast. Quoth the Khalif to him, "What aileth thee, O Aboulhusn!" And he wept and said, "Would thy boon-companion had
never been and would his hour had never come!" "Tell me [thy case,]" said the Khalif; and Aboulhusn said, "O my lord, may thy head outlive
Nuzhet el Fuad!" Quoth the Khalif, "There is no god but God!" And he smote hand upon hand. Then he comforted Aboulhusn and said to him,
"Grieve not, for we will give thee a concubine other than she." And he bade the treasurer give him a hundred dinars and a piece of silk. So the
treasurer gave him what the Khalif bade him, and the latter said to him,"Go, lay her out and carry her forth and make her a handsome funeral." So
Aboulhusn took that which he had given him and returning to his house, rejoicing, went in to Nuzhet el Fuad and said to her, "Arise, for the wish is
accomplished unto us." So she arose and he laid before her the hundred dinars and the piece of silk, whereat she rejoiced, and they added the gold
to the gold and the silk to the silk and sat talking and laughing at one another..Quoth the king, "O Saad, fetch him to me, for indeed thou describest
to me a masterful man." (76) And he answered, saying, "By Allah, O my lord, hadst thou but seen our case with Hudheifeh, what while he
challenged me to the field of war and the stead of thrusting and smiting and I held back from doing battle with him! Then, whenas I thought to go
forth to him, behold, a cavalier gave loose to his bridle-rein and called out to me, saying, 'O Saad, wilt thou suffer me to fill thy room in waging
war with him and I will ransom thee with myself?' And I said, 'By Allah, O youth, whence cometh thou?' Quoth he, 'This is no time for thy
questions.'" Then he recounted to the king all that had passed between himself and El Abbas from first to last; whereupon quoth Ins ben Cais,
"Bring him to me in haste, so we may learn his tidings and question him of his case." "It is well," answered Saad, and going forth of the king's
presence, repaired to his own house, where he put off his harness of war and took rest for himself..When the Cadi heard this, his colour changed
and he was troubled and waxed exceeding wroth and was rike to burst for excess of rage. Then said he to the merchant, "God forbid that this should
be! How shall it be permitted that the daughter of the Cadi of the Muslims abide with a man of the dancers and vile of origin? By Allah, except
thou divorce her forthright, I will bid beat thee and cast thee into prison till thou die! Had I foreknown that thou wast of them, I had not suffered
thee to approach me, but had spat in thy face, for that thou art filthier (268) than a dog or a hog." Then he gave him a push and casting him down
from his stead, commanded him to divorce; but he said, "Be clement to me, O Effendi, for that God is clement, and hasten not. I will not divorce
my wife, though thou give me the kingdom of Irak.".Then said the young man, the villager's son, 'And I, O holy woman, my father brought us a
woman who had been stoned, and my people tended her till she recovered. Now she was surpassing of beauty; so I required her of herself; but she
refused and clave fast to God (to whom belong might and majesty), wherefore folly (8) prompted me, so that I agreed with one of the youths that he
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should steal clothes and coin from my father's house. Then I laid hands on him [and carried him] to my father and made him confess. So he
avouched that the woman was his mistress from the city and had been stoned on his account and that she was of accord with him concerning the
theft and had opened the doors to him, and this was a lie against her, for that she had not yielded to me in that which I sought of her. So there befell
me what ye see of punishment." And the young man, the thief, said, 'I am he with whom thou agreedst concerning the theft and to whom thou
openedst the door, and I am he who avouched against her falsely and calumniously and God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!)
knoweth that I never did evil with her, no, nor knew her in any wise before then.'.Young Men, El Hejjaj and the Three, i. 53..When the king heard
this, he said in himself "How like is this to my own story in the matter of the vizier and his slaughter! Had I not used precaution, I had put him to
death." And he bade Er Rehwan depart to his own house..So he opened to me and I went out and had not gone far from the house when I met a
woman, who said to me, "Methinks a long life was fore-ordained to thee; else hadst thou not come forth of yonder house." "How so?" asked I, and
she answered, "Ask thy friend [such an one," naming thee,] "and he will acquaint thee with strange things." So, God on thee, O my friend, tell me
what befell thee of wonders and rarities, for I have told thee what befell me.' 'O my brother,' answered I, 'I am bound by a solemn oath.' And he
said, 'O my friend, break thine oath and tell me.' Quoth I, 'Indeed, I fear the issue of this.' [But he importuned me] till I told him all, whereat he
marvelled. Then I went away from him and abode a long while, [without farther news]..Therewith the king was filled with wrath and said, "Bring
him forthright," So they brought the youth before him, shackled, and the king said to him, "Out on thee! Thou hast sinned a great sin and the time
of thy life hath been long; (112) but needs must we put thee to death, for that there is for us no ease in thy life after this," "O king," answered he,
"know that I, by Allah, am guiltless, and by reason of this I hope for life, for that he who is guiltless of offence goeth not in fear of punishment
neither maketh great his mourning and his concern; but whoso hath sinned, needs must his sin be expiated upon him, though his life be prolonged,
and it shall overtake him, even as it overtook Dadbin the king and his vizier." "How was that?" asked Azadbekht, and the youth said,.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?
? ? Until they left my heart on fire without allay..So, of the heaviness of his wit, he believed her and turning back, went in to the trooper; but she
had foregone him, and when he saw her beside her lover, he fell to looking on her and pondering. Then he saluted her and she returned him the
salutation; and when she spoke, he was bewildered. So the trooper said to him, 'What ails thee to be thus?' And he answered, 'This woman is my
wife and the voice is her voice.' Then he rose in haste and returning to his own house, saw his wife, who had foregone him by the secret passage.
So he went back to the trooper's house and saw her sitting as before; whereupon he was abashed before her and sitting down in the trooper's
sitting-chamber, ate and drank with him and became drunken and abode without sense all that day till nightfall, when the trooper arose and shaving
off some of the fuller's hair (which was long and flowing) after the fashion of the Turks, clipped the rest short and clapped a tarboush on his
head..On this wise he continued to do for the space of a whole year, till, one day, as he sat on the bridge, according to his custom, expecting who
should come to him, so he might take him and pass the night with him, behold, [up came] the Khalif and Mesrour, the swordsman of his vengeance,
disguised [in merchants' habits] as of their wont. So he looked at them and rising up, for that he knew them not, said to them, "What say ye? Will
you go with me to my dwelling-place, so ye may eat what is ready and drink what is at hand, to wit, bread baked in the platter (8) and meat cooked
and wine clarified?" The Khalif refused this, but he conjured him and said to him, "God on thee, O my lord, go with me, for thou art my guest this
night, and disappoint not my expectation concerning thee!" And he ceased not to press him till he consented to him; whereat Aboulhusn rejoiced
and going on before him, gave not over talking with him till they came to his [house and he carried the Khalif into the] saloon. Er Reshid entered
and made his servant abide at the door; and as soon as he was seated, Aboulhusn brought him somewhat to eat; so he ate, and Aboulhusn ate with
him, so eating might be pleasant to him. Then he removed the tray and they washed their hands and the Khalif sat down again; whereupon
Aboulhusn set on the drinking vessels and seating himself by his side, fell to filling and giving him to drink and entertaining him with
discourse..98. The Haunted House in Baghdad dclxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Old Man's Story ii.? ? ? ? ? Though over me be the tombstone
laid, if ever thou call on me, Though rotten my bone should be, thy voice I'll answer, come what will..? ? ? ? ? Whenas its jar was opened, the
singers prostrate fell In worship of its brightness, it shone so wonder-clear..When the evening came and the king sat in his privy chamber, he
summoned the vizier and required of him the story of the thief and the woman. Quoth the vizier, "Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? b. The Controller's
Story cxix.? ? ? ? ? What if the sabre cut me limb from limb! No torment 'twere for lovers true and leal.."Except," continued the Khalif, "he were
the enemy of God, he had wished for her in this world, so he might after [repent and] return to righteous dealing. By Allah, he shall not come in to
me! Who is at the door other than he?" Quoth Adi, "Jemil ben Mamer el Udhri (51) is at the door;" and Omar said, "It is he who says in one of his
odes" ... [And he recited the following:].The crown of the flow'rets am I, in the chamber of wine, ii. 224..? ? ? ? ? But, when from home it fares,
forthright all glory it attains And 'twixt the eyelid and the eye incontinent 'tis dight..Then he gave me the present and letter and money for my
expenses. So I kissed his hand and going out from before him, repaired to the sea-coast, where I took ship with many other merchants and we sailed
days and nights, till, after a prosperous voyage, God vouchsafed us a safe arrival at the island of Serendib. We landed and went up to the city,
where I carried the letter and present to the king and kissing the earth fell [prostrate before him], invoking blessings on him. When he saw me,
'Welcome to thee, O Sindbad!' quoth he. 'By the Most Great God, we have longed for thy sight and the day is blessed on which we behold thee
once more.' Then he took my hand and seating me by his side, welcomed me and entreated me friendly and rejoiced in me with an exceeding joy;
after which he fell to conversing with me and caressing me and said, 'What brings thee to us, O Sindbad?' I kissed his hand and thanking him, said,
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'O my lord, I bring thee a present and a letter from my lord the Khalif Haroun er Reshid.' Then I brought out to him the present and the letter and he
read the latter and accepted the former, rejoicing therein with an exceeding joy..Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The Seventh, iii. 224..When the
merchants saw him, they accosted him and said, "O youth, wilt thou not open thy shop?" As they were bespeaking him, up came a woman, having
with her a boy, bareheaded, and [stood] looking at El Abbas, till he turned to her, when she said to him, "O youth, I conjure thee by Allah, look at
this boy and have pity on him, for that his father hath forgotten his cap in the shop [he lost to thee]; so if thou will well to give it to him, thy reward
be with God! For indeed the child maketh our hearts ache with his much weeping, and God be witness for us that, were there left us aught
wherewithal to buy him a cap in its stead, we had not sought it of thee." "O adornment of womankind," replied El Abbas, "indeed, thou bespeakest
me with thy fair speech and supplicatest me with thy goodly words ...But bring me thy husband." So she went and fetched the merchant, whilst the
folk assembled to see what El Abbas would do. When the man came, he returned him the gold he had won of him, all and part, and delivered him
the keys of the shop, saying, "Requite us with thy pious prayers."Therewithal the woman came up to him and kissed his feet, and on like wise did
the merchant her husband; and all who were present blessed him, and there was no talk but of El Abbas..When they came to the palace, King
Shehriyar commanded to spread the tables with beasts roasted [whole] and sweetmeats and all manner viands and bade the crier make proclamation
to the folk that they should come up to the Divan and eat and drink and that this should be a means of reconciliation between him and them. So
great and small came up unto him and they abode on that wise, eating and drinking, seven days with their nights. Then the king shut himself up
with his brother and acquainted him with that which had betided him with the vizier's daughter [Shehrzad] in those three years [which were past]
and told him what he had heard from her of saws and parables and chronicles and pleasant traits and jests and stories and anecdotes and dialogues
and histories and odes and verses; whereat King Shahzeman marvelled with the utterest of marvel and said, "Fain would I take her younger sister to
wife, so we may be two own brothers to two own sisters, and they on likewise be sisters unto us; for that the calamity which befell me was the
means of the discovering of that which befell thee and all this time of three years past I have taken no delight in woman, save that I lie each night
with a damsel of my kingdom, and when I arise in the morning, I put her to death; but now I desire to marry thy wife's sister Dinarzad.".An if my
substance fail, no one there is will succour me, i. 6..When it was the appointed time, there came to us the man of the Sultan's guards, [who had
accompanied the Jew, when he came to complain of the loss of the money,] and said, "The Sultan biddeth you nail up (143) the Jew and bring the
money, for that there is no way by which five thousand dinars can be lost." Wherefore we knew that our device sufficed not. So I went forth and
finding a young man, a Haurani, (144) passing the road, laid hands on him and stripped him and beat him with palm-rods. Then I clapped him in
irons and carrying him to the prefecture, beat him again, saying to them, "This is the thief who stole the money." And we strove to make him
confess; but he would not confess. So we beat him a third and a fourth time, till we were weary and exhausted and he became unable to return an
answer. But, when we had made an end of beating and tormenting him, he said, "I will fetch the money forthright.".?STORY OF SELIM AND
SELMA..Therewithal the king bade all his officers go round about in the thoroughfares and colleges [of the town] and bring before him all
strangers whom they found there. So they went forth and brought him much people, amongst whom was the man who had painted the portrait.
When they came into the presence, the Sultan bade the crier make proclamation that whoso wrought the portrait should discover himself and have
whatsoever he desired. So the poor man came forward and kissing the earth before the king, said to him, "O king of the age, I am he who painted
yonder portrait." Quoth El Aziz, "And knowest thou who she is?" "Yes," answered the other; "this is the portrait of Mariyeh, daughter of the king
of Baghdad." The king ordered him a dress of honour and a slave-girl [and he went his way]. Then said El Abbas, "O father mine, give me leave to
go to her, so I may look upon her; else shall I depart the world, without fail." The king his father wept and answered, saying, "O my son, I builded
thee a bath, that it might divert thee from leaving me, and behold it hath been the cause of thy going forth; but the commandment of God is a
foreordained (61) decree." (62).? ? ? ? ? Drink ever, O lovers, I rede you, of wine And praise his desert who for yearning doth pine,.45. Ali Shir
(230) and Zumurrud dlxix.? ? ? ? ? But now unto me of my loves accomplished are joyance and cheer And those whom I cherish my soul with the
wine of contentment regale..Then said he to Aboulhusn, "Praised be God who hath done away from thee that which irked thee and that I see thee in
weal!" And Aboulhusn said, "Never again will I take thee to boon-companion or sitting-mate; for the byword saith, 'Whoso stumbleth on a stone
and returneth thereto, blame and reproach be upon him.' And thou, O my brother, nevermore will I entertain thee nor use companionship with thee,
for that I have not found thy commerce propitious to me." (32) But the Khalif blandished him and conjured him, redoubling words upon him with
"Verily, I am thy guest; reject not the guest," till Aboulhusn took him and [carrying him home], brought him into the saloon and set food before
him and friendly entreated him in speech. Then he told him all that had befallen him, whilst the Khalif was like to die of hidden laughter; after
which Aboulhusn removed the tray of food and bringing the wine-tray, filled a cup and emptied it out three times, then gave it to the Khalif, saying,
"O boon-companion mine, I am thy slave and let not that which I am about to say irk thee, and be thou not vexed, neither do thou vex me." And he
recited these verses:.I was one day abroad on an occasion with certain of my comrades, and as we went along, we fell in with a company of
women, as they were moons, and among them one, the tallest and handsomest of them. When I saw her and she saw me, she tarried behind her
companions and waited for me, till I came up to her and bespoke her. Quoth she, "O my lord, (God favour thee!) I saw thee prolong thy looking on
me and imagined that thou knewest me. If it be thus, vouchsafe me more knowledge of thee." "By Allah," answered I, "I know thee not, save that
God the Most High hath cast the love of thee into my heart and the goodliness of thine attributes hath confounded me and that wherewith God hath
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gifted thee of those eyes that shoot with arrows; for thou hast captivated me." And she rejoined, "By Allah, I feel the like of that which thou feelest;
so that meseemeth I have known thee from childhood.".148. The Lovers of Medina dcxcvi.Accordingly, one night, when they were alone with the
king and he leant back, as he were asleep, they said these words and the king heard it all and was like to die of rage and said in himself, 'These are
young boys, not come to years of discretion, and have no intrigue with any; and except they had heard these words from some one, they had not
spoken with each other thereof.' When it was morning, wrath overmastered him, so that he stayed not neither deliberated, but summoned Abou
Temam and taking him apart, said to him, 'Whoso guardeth not his lord's honour, (126) what behoveth unto him?' Quoth Abou Temam, 'It behoveth
that his lord guard not his honour.' 'And whoso entereth the king's house and playeth the traitor with him,' continued the king, 'what behoveth unto
him?' And Abou Temam answered, 'He shall not be left on life.' Whereupon the king spat in his face and said to him, 'Both these things hast thou
done.' Then he drew his dagger on him in haste and smiting him in the belly, slit it and he died forthright; whereupon the king dragged him to a
well that was in his palace and cast him therein..When the youth had made an end of his speech, the king said, "Carry him back to the prison;" and
when they had done this, he turned to the viziers and said to them, "Yonder youth looseth his tongue upon you, but I know your affectionate
solicitude for the welfare of my empire and your loyal counsel to me; so be of good heart, for all that ye counsel me I will do." When they heard
tnese words, they rejoiced and each of them said his say Then said the king, "I have not deferred his slaughter but to the intent that the talk might be
prolonged and that words might abound, and I desire [now] that ye sit up for him a gibbet without the town and make proclamation among the folk
that they assemble and take him and carry him in procession to the gibbet, with the crier crying before him and saying, 'This is the recompense of
him whom the king delighted to favour and who hath betrayed him!'" The viziers rejoiced, when they heard this, and slept not that night, of their
joy; and they made proclamation in the city and set up the gibbet..When Merjaneh had made an end of her song, the prince said to her, "Well done,
O damsel! Indeed, thou sayest a thing that had occurred to my mind and my tongue was like to speak it." Then he signed to the fourth damsel, who
was a Cairene, by name Sitt el Husn, and bade her tune her lute and sing to him upon the [same] subject. So she tuned her lute and sang the
following verses:.When the king heard his speech, he turned to him and said, "It is grievous to me, O vizier of good counsel." And he told him that
the [other] sages testified [to the correctness of their fellow's interpretation of the dream]; whereupon Er Rehwan sighed and knew that the king
went in fear of him; but he showed him fortitude and said to him, "God assain the king! My counsel is that the king accomplish his commandment
and execute his ordinance, for that needs must death be and it is liefer to me that I die, oppressed, than that I die, an oppressor. But, if the king see
fit to defer the putting of me to death till the morrow and will pass this night with me and take leave of me, when the morrow cometh, the king shall
do what he will.".Now King Azadbekht's wife was big with child and the pains of labour took her in the mountain; so they alighted at the
mountain-foot, by a spring of water, and she gave birth to a boy as he were the moon. Behrjaur his mother pulled off a gown of gold-inwoven
brocade and wrapped the child therein, and they passed the night [in that place], what while she gave him suck till the morning. Then said the king
to her, "We are hampered by this child and cannot abide here nor can we carry him with us; so methinks we were better leave him here and go, for
Allah is able to send him one who shall take him and rear him." So they wept over him exceeding sore and left him beside the spring, wrapped in
the gown of brocade: then they laid at his head a thousand dinars in a bag and mounting their horses, departed, fleeing..Second Officer's Story, The,
ii. 134..Thy loss is the fairest of all my heart's woes, iii. 43..Unlucky Merchant, The, i 73..?THE SIXTH VOYAGE OF SINDBAD THE
SAILOR..When El Abbas heard Hudheifeh's challenge and saw Saad in this case, he came up to the latter and said to him, "Wilt thou give me leave
to reply to him and I will stand thee in stead in the answering of him and the going forth to battle with him and will make myself thy sacrifice?"
Saad looked at him and seeing valour shining from between his eyes, said to him, "O youth, by the virtue of the Chosen [Prophet,] (whom God
bless and keep,) tell me [who thou art and] whence thou comest to our succour." "This is no place for questioning," answered the prince; and Saad
said to him, "O champion, up and at Hudheifeh! Yet, if his devil prove too strong for thee, afflict not thyself in thy youth." (71) Quoth El Abbas, "It
is of Allah that help is to be sought," (72) and taking his arms, fortified his resolution and went down [into the field], as he were a castle of the
castles or a piece of a mountain..There was once a man who was exceeding cautious over himself, and he set out one day on a journey to a land
abounding in wild beasts. The caravan wherein he was came by night to the gate of a city; but the warders refused to open to them; so they passed
the night without the city, and there were lions there. The man aforesaid, of the excess of his caution, could not fix upon a place wherein he should
pass the night, for fear of the wild beasts and reptiles; so he went about seeking an empty place wherein he might lie..? ? ? ? ? And who can tell if
ever house shall us together bring In union of life serene and undisturbed content?.Then she folded the letter and giving it to her slave-girl, bade her
carry it to El Abbas and bring back his answer thereto. Accordingly, Shefikeh took the letter and carried it to the prince, after the doorkeeper had
sought leave of him to admit her. When she came in to him, she found with him five damsels, as they were moons, clad in [rich] apparel and
ornaments; and when he saw her, he said to her, "What is thine occasion, O handmaid of good?" So she put out her hand to him with the letter, after
she had kissed it, and he bade one of his slave-girls receive it from her. Then he took it from the girl and breaking it open, read it and apprehended
its purport; whereupon "We are God's and to Him we return!" exclaimed he and calling for ink- horn and paper, wrote the following verses:.When
the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier and required of him the hearing of the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience.
Know, O king, that.After he had slain him, he fell into repentance and mourning and chagrin waxed upon him, and none, who questioned him,
would he acquaint with the cause thereof, nor, of his love for his wife, did he tell her of this, and whenas she asked him of [the cause of] his grief,
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he answered her not. When the viziers knew of Abou Temam's death, they rejoiced with an exceeding joy and knew that the king's grief arose from
regret for him. As for Ilan Shah, he used, after this, to betake himself by night to the sleeping-chamber of the two boys and spy upon them, so he
might hear what they said concerning his wife. As he stood one night privily at the door of their chamber, he saw them spread out the gold before
them and play with it and heard one of them say, 'Out on us! What doth this gold profit us? For that we cannot buy aught therewith neither spend it
upon ourselves. Nay, but we have sinned against Abou Temam and done him to death unjustly.' And the other answered, 'Had we known that the
king would presently kill him, we had not done what we did.'.Ishac entered, he and his company, and seating themselves in the place of honour,
amused themselves by looking on the slave-girls and mamelukes and watching how they were sold, till the sale came to an end, when some of the
folk went away and other some sat. Then said the slave-dealer, 'Let none sit with us except him who buyeth by the thousand [dinars] and upwards.'
So those who were present withdrew and there remained none but Er Reshid and his company; whereupon the slave-dealer called the damsel, after
he had caused set her a chair of fawwak, (170) furnished with Greek brocade, and it was as she were the sun shining in the clear sky. When she
entered, she saluted and sitting down, took the lute and smote upon it, after she had touched its strings and tuned it, so that all present were amazed.
Then she sang thereto the following verses:.61. Musab ben ez Zubeir and Aaisheh his Wife dcxlix.56. El Mutawekkil and his Favourite Mehboubeh
cccli.? ? ? ? ? Were my affliction thine, love's anguish hadst thou dreed And in the flaming hell of long estrangement sighed..So he repaired to the
draper and buying of him a turban-cloth of lawn, returned with it to the old woman, who took it and burned it in two places. Then she donned
devotees' apparel and taking the turban-cloth with her, went to the draper's house and knocked at the door. When the draper's wife saw her, she
opened to her and received her kindly and made much of her and welcomed her. So the old woman went in to her and conversed with her awhile.
Then said she to her, "[I desire to make] the ablution [preparatory] to prayer." So the wife brought her water and she made the ablution and
standing up to pray, prayed and did her occasion. When she had made an end of her prayers, she left the turban-cloth in the place of prayer and
went away..After this, she abode with the four queens, till they arose and entered the palace, where she found the candles lit and ranged in
candlesticks of gold and silver and censing-vessels of gold and silver, filled with aloes-wood and ambergris, and there were the kings of the Jinn
sitting. So she saluted them, kissing the earth before them and doing them worship; and they rejoiced in her and in her sight. Then she ascended
[the estrade] and sat down upon her chair, whilst King Es Shisban and King El Muzfir and Queen Louloueh and [other] the kings of the Jinn sat on
chairs, and they brought tables of choice, spread with all manner meats befitting kings. They ate their fill; after which the tables were removed and
they washed their hands and wiped them with napkins. Then they brought the wine-service and set on bowls and cups and flagons and hanaps of
gold and silver and beakers of crystal and gold; and they poured out the wines and filled the flagons..Now the liefest of all things to Mariyeh was
the recitation of poems and verses and linked rhymes and the twanging [of the strings of the lute], and she was versed in all tongues; so she took the
letter and opening it, read that which was therein and apprehended its purport. Then she cast it on the ground and said, "O nurse, I have no answer
to make to this letter." Quoth the nurse, "Indeed, this is weakness in thee and a reproach unto thee, for that the people of the world have heard of
thee and still praise thee for keenness of wit and apprehension; so do thou return him an answer, such as shall delude his heart and weary his soul."
"O nurse," rejoined the princess, "who is this that presumeth upon me with this letter? Belike he is the stranger youth who gave my father the
rubies." "It is himself," answered the woman, and Mariyeh said, "I will answer his letter on such a wise that thou shalt not bring me other than it
[from him]." Quoth the nurse, "So be it." So the princess called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.Fifth Officer's Story, The, ii.
144..? ? ? ? ? The approof of my lord, so my stress and unease I may ban and mine enemies' malice defy,.So she gave him all that she possessed
and he sold it and paid the rest of her price; after which there remained to him a hundred dirhems. These he spent and lay that night with the damsel
in all delight of life, and his soul was like to fly for joy; but when he arose in the morning, he sat weeping and the damsel said to him, 'What aileth
thee to weep?' And he said, 'I know not if my father be dead, and he hath none other heir but myself; and how shall I win to him, seeing I have not a
dirhem?' Quoth she, 'I have a bracelet; do thou sell it and buy small pearls with the price. Then bray them and fashion them into great pearls, and
thereon thou shalt gain much money, wherewith we may make our way to thy country.' So he took the bracelet and repairing to a goldsmith, said to
him, 'Break up this bracelet and sell it.' But he said, 'The king seeketh a good (183) bracelet; I will go to him and bring thee the price thereof.' So he
carried the bracelet to the Sultan and it pleased him greatly, by reason of the goodliness of its workmanship. Then he called an old woman, who
was in his palace, and said to her, 'Needs must I have the mistress of this bracelet, though but for a single night, or I shall die.' And the old woman
answered, 'I will bring her to thee.'.82. Said ben Salim and the Barmecides cccxcii.?OF THE USELESSNESS OF ENDEAVOUR AGAINST
PERSISTENT ILL FORTUNE..When El Abbas heard her verses, they pleased him and he said to her, "Well done, O Sitt el Husn! Indeed, thou
hast done away trouble from my heart and [banished] the things that had occurred to my mind." Then he heaved a sigh and signing to the fifth
damsel, who was from the land of the Persians and whose name was Merziyeh (now she was the fairest of them all and the sweetest of speech and
she was like unto a splendid star, endowed with beauty and loveliness and brightness and perfection and justness of shape and symmetry and had a
face like the new moon and eyes as they were gazelle's eyes) and said to her, "O Merziyeh, come forward and tune thy lute and sing to us on the
[same] subject, for indeed we are resolved upon departure to the land of Yemen." Now this damsel had met many kings and had consorted with the
great; so she tuned her lute and sang the following verses:.My fortitude fails, my endeavour is vain, ii. 95..? ? ? ? ? What had it irked them, had
they'd ta'en farewell of him they've left Lone, whilst estrangement's fires within his entrails rage amain?.Queen Shuaaeh was moved to exceeding
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delight and emptying her cup, gave Tuhfeh an hundred thousand dinars. Then arose Iblis (may God curse him!) and said, 'Verily, the dawn
gleameth.' Whereupon the folk arose and disappeared, all of them, and there abode not one of them save Tuhfeh, who went forth to the garden and
entering the bath, made her ablutions and prayed that which had escaped her of prayers. Then she sat down and when the sun rose, behold, there
came up to her near an hundred thousand green birds; the branches of the trees were filled with their multitudes and they warbled in various voices,
whilst Tuhfeh marvelled at their fashion. Presently, up came eunuchs, bearing a throne of gold, set with pearls and jewels and jacinths white and
red and having four steps of gold, together with many carpets of silk and brocade and Egyptian cloth of silk welted with gold. These latter they
spread amiddleward the garden and setting up the throne thereon, perfumed the place with virgin musk and aloes and ambergris..56. The Ruined
Man who became Rich again through a Dream dcxliv.? ? ? ? ? To God of all the woes I've borne I plain me, for I pine For longing and lament, and
Him for solace I entreat.? ? ? ? ? Yea, they'd join me in pouring forth tears and help me my woes to lament, And like unto me they'd become all
wasted and tortured and pale..By Allah, come ye forth to me, for lo, I'm come to you I May he who's wronged the victory get and God defend the
right! (70).When it was the fourth day, the fourth vizier, whose name was Zoushad, made his appearance and prostrating himself to the king, said to
him, "O king, suffer not the talk of yonder youth to delude thee, for that he is not a truth-teller. So long as he abideth on life, the folk will not give
over talking nor will thy heart cease to be occupied with him." "By Allah," cried the king, "thou sayst sooth and I will cause fetch him this day and
slay him before me." Then he commanded to bring the youth; so they brought him in shackles and he said to him, "Out on thee! Thinkest thou to
appease my heart with thy prate, whereby the days are spent in talk? I mean to slay thee this day and be quit of thee." "O king," answered the youth,
"it is in thy power to slay me whensoever thou wilt, but haste is of the fashion of the base and patience of that of the noble. If thou put me to death,
thou wilt repent, and if thou desire to bring me back to life, thou wilt not be able thereunto. Indeed, whoso acteth hastily in an affair, there befalleth
him what befell Bihzad, son of the king." Quoth the king, "And what is his story?" "O king," replied the young treasurer,.Presently, Jesus, son of
Mary (on whom be peace!) passed by and seeing this, besought God the Most High for tidings of their case; so He told him what had betided them,
whereat great was his wonderment and he related to his disciples what he had seen. Quoth one of them, 'O Spirit of God, (251) nought resembleth
this but my own story.' 'How so?' asked Jesus, and the other said,.A certain singing-woman was fair of favour and high in repute, and it befell one
day that she went out apleasuring. As she sat, (133) behold, a man lopped of the hand stopped to beg of her, and he entered in at the door. Then he
touched her with his stump, saying, "Charity, for the love of God!" but she answered, "God open [on thee the gate of subsistence]!" and reviled
him. Some days after this, there came to her a messenger and gave her the hire of her going forth. (134) So she took with her a handmaid and an
accompanyist; (135) and when she came to the appointed place, the messenger brought her into a long passage, at the end whereof was a saloon. So
(quoth she) we entered and found none therein, but saw the [place made ready for an] entertainment with candles and wine and dessert, and in
another place we saw food and in a third beds..Tai, En Numan and the Arab of the Benou. i. 203..Eleventh Officer's Story, The, ii. 175..? ? ? ? ?
And if a creature in his tears could swim, as in a sea, I to do this of all that breathe were surely first and sole..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Calender's Story
xi.? ? ? ? ? I crave none other than thou for friend, beloved of my heart; So trust in my speech, for the generous are true and trusty still..His
hospitality pleased the Khalif and the goodliness of his fashion, and he said to him, "O youth, who art thou? Make me acquainted with thyself, so I
may requite thee thy kindness." But Aboulhusn smiled and said, "O my lord, far be it that what is past should recur and that I be in company with
thee at other than this time!" "Why so?" asked the Khalif. "And why wilt thou not acquaint me with thy case?" And Aboulhusn said, "Know, O my
lord, that my story is extraordinary and that there is a cause for this affair." Quoth the Khalif, "And what is the cause?" And he answered, "The
cause hath a tail." The Khalif laughed at his words and Aboulhusn said, "I will explain to thee this [saying] by the story of the lackpenny and the
cook. Know, O my lord, that.? ? ? ? ? Say, by the lightnings of thy teeth and thy soul's pure desire, Moan'st thou as moan the doves and is thy heart
for doubt on fire?.When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier and bade him tell the story of the King of Hind and his vizier. So he
said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king of august lineage, that.Hawk and the Locust, The, ii. 50..? ? ? ? ? How many, in Yemameh, (64)
dishevelled widows plain! How many a weakling orphan unsuccoured doth remain,.? ? ? ? ? So I stretch out my root neath the flood And my
branches turn back to it there..? ? ? ? ? Would we may live together and when we come to die, God grant the death-sleep bring me within her tomb
to lie!.Thiefs Story, The, ii. 165..Cook, The Lackpenny and the, i. 9..So the old man put his head forth of the window and called the youth, who
came to him from the mosque and sought leave [to enter]. The Muezzin bade him enter, and when he came in to the damsel, he knew her and she
knew him; whereupon he turned back in bewilderment and would have fled; but she sprang up to him and seized him, and they embraced and wept
together, till they fell down on the ground in a swoon. When the old man saw them in this plight, he feared for himself and fled forth, seeing not the
way for drunkenness. His neighbour the Jew met him and said to him, "How comes it that I see thee confounded?" "How should I not be
confounded," answered the old man, "seeing that the damsel who is with me is fallen in love with the servant of the mosque and they have
embraced and fallen down in a swoon? Indeed, I fear lest the Khalif come to know of this and be wroth with me; so tell me thou what is to be done
in this wherewith I am afflicted of the affair of this damsel." Quoth the Jew, "For the nonce, take this casting-bottle of rose-water and go forth-right
and sprinkle them therewith. If they be aswoon for this their foregathering and embracement, they will come to themselves, and if otherwise, do
thou flee.".?OF THE ADVANTAGES OF PATIENCE..So she arose and making the ablution, prayed that which behoved her of prayers (213) and
accompanied the four queens to the palace, where she saw the candles lighted and the kings sitting. She saluted them and seated herself upon her
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couch; and behold, King Es Shisban had changed his favour, for all the pride of his soul. Then came up Iblis (whom God curse!) and Tuhfeh rose to
him and kissed his hands. He in turn kissed her hand and called down blessings on her and said, 'How deemest thou? Is [not] this place pleasant, for
all its loneliness and desolation?' Quoth she, 'None may be desolate in this place;' and he said, 'Know that no mortal dare tread [the soil of] this
place.' But she answered, 'I have dared and trodden it, and this is of the number of thy favours.' Then they brought tables and meats and viands and
fruits and sweetmeats and what not else, to the description whereof mortal man availeth not, and they ate till they had enough; after which the
tables were removed and the trays and platters (214) set on, and they ranged the bottles and flagons and vessels and phials, together with all manner
fruits and sweet-scented flowers..When the princess heard this her slave-girl's report, she wept and lamented and was like to depart the world. Then
she clave to her pillow and said, "O Shefikeh, I will instruct thee of somewhat that is not hidden from God the Most High, and it is that thou watch
over me till God the Most High decree the accomplishment of His commandment, and when my days are ended, take thou the necklace and the
mantle that El Abbas gave me and return them to him. Indeed, I deem not he will live after me, and if God the Most High decree against him and
his days come to an end, do thou give one charge to shroud us and bury us both in one grave.".Then he sat down again upon the throne of his
kingship, whilst the vizier stood before him, and they returned to their former estate, but they had nought of the [goods of the world]. So the king
said to his vizier, 'How shall we avail to abide in this city, and we in this state of poverty?' And he answered, 'Be at thine ease and have no concern.'
Then he singled out one of the soldiers (255) and said to him, 'Send us thy service (256) for the year.' Now there were in the city fifty thousand
subjects (257) and in the hamlets and villages a like number; and the vizier sent to each of these, saying, 'Let each of you get an egg and lay it
under a hen.' So they did this and it was neither burden nor grievance to them..Woman accused of Lewdness, The Pious, ii. 5..Wife and the Learned
Man, Khelbes and his, i. 301..? ? ? ? ? My heart with yearning is ever torn and tortured without cease, Nor can my lids lay hold on sleep, that Sees
from them away..Favourite and her Lover, The, iii. 165..When I came forth, I swooned away: so I sat down till my trouble subsided; then I made
for my comrades and said to them, "I have found the booty and the thief, and I affrighted him not neither troubled him, lest he should flee; but now,
come, let us go to him, so we may make shift to lay hold upon him." Then I took them and repaired to the keeper of the garden, who had tortured
me with beating, meaning to make him taste the like of that which he had done with me and lie against him and cause him eat stick. So we rushed
into the water-wheel and seizing the keeper, pinioned him..Now over against the place in question was a host of enemies, hard of heart, and in this
he purposed the youth's slaughter. So he bade bring him forth of the underground dungeon and caused him draw near to him and saw his case. Then
he bestowed on him a dress of honour and the folk rejoiced in this. Moreover, he tied him an ensign (134) and giving him a numerous army,
despatched him to the region aforesaid, whither all who went were still slain or made prisoners. So Melik Shah betook himself thither with his
army and when it was one of the days, behold, the enemy fell in upon them in the night; whereupon some of his men fled and the rest the enemy
took; and they took Melik Shah also and cast him into an underground dungeon, with a company of his men. There he abode a whole year in evil
plight, whilst his fellows mourned over his beauty and grace..He returned them the most gracious of answers and bade carry the Magian forth of the
town and set him on a high scaffold that had been builded for him there; and he said to the folk, 'Behold, I will torture him with all kinds of
fashions of torment.' Then he fell to telling them that which he had wrought of knavery with the daughter of his father's brother and what he had
caused betide her of severance between her and her husband and how he had required her of herself, but she had sought refuge against him with
God (to whom belong might and majesty) and chose rather humiliation than yield to his wishes, notwithstanding stress of torment; neither recked
she aught of that which he lavished to her of wealth and raiment and jewels..The eunuch fell a-weeping in the pit and the youth said to him, 'What
is this weeping and what shall it profit here?' Quoth the eunuch, 'I weep not for fear of death, but of pity for thee and the sorriness of thy case and
because of thy mother's heart and for that which thou hast suffered of horrors and that thy death should be this abject death, after the endurance of
all manner stresses.' But the youth said, 'That which hath betided me was forewrit to me and that which is written none hath power to efface; and if
my term be advanced, none may avail to defer it.' (136) Then they passed that night and the following day and the next night and the next day [in
the pit], till they were weak with hunger and came near upon death and could but groan feebly..? ? ? ? ? Abasement, misery and heart-break after
those I suffer who endured before me many a year..So he arose and taking his weaving gear, sold it and bought with the price drugs and simples
and wrought himself a carpet, with which they set out and journeyed to a certain village, where they took up their abode. Then the man donned a
physician's habit and fell to going round about the hamlets and villages and country parts; and he began to earn his living and make gain. Their
affairs prospered and their case was bettered; wherefore they praised God for their present ease and the village became to them a home..Mamoun
(El) El Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant and the Favourite of the Khalif, iii. 171..? ? ? ? ? v. The House with the Belvedere dxcviii.Then said the
Khalif to her, "I lie and my eunuch lieth, and thou liest and thy waiting-woman lieth; so methinks we were best go, all four of us together, that we
may see which of us telleth the truth." Quoth Mesrour, "Come, let us go, that I may put this ill-omened old woman to shame (37) and deal her a
sound drubbing for her lying." And she answered him, saying, "O dotard, is thy wit like unto my wit? Indeed, thy wit is as the hen's wit." Mesrour
was incensed at her words and would have laid violent hands on her, but the Lady Zubeideh warded him off from her and said to him, "Her
sooth-fastness will presently be distinguished from thy sooth-fastness and her leasing from thy leasing.".When the poor man heard the merchant's
story, he became desirous of marrying his daughter. So he took her to wife and was vouchsafed of her exceeding love. Nor," added the vizier, "is
this story more extraordinary than that of the rich man and his wasteful heir.".Then she mounted the mule and repairing to the palace of the
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Commander of the Faithful, went in to him and kissed the earth before him. Quoth he to her, as who should make mock of her, "I doubt not but
thou hast found thy lord." "By thy felicity and the length of thy continuance [on life,]" answered she, "I have indeed found him!" Now Er Reshid
was leaning back; but, when he heard this, he sat up and said to her, "By my life, [is this thou sayest] true?" "Ay, by thy life!" answered she; and he
said, "Bring him into my presence, so I may see him." But she replied, "O my lord, there have betided him many stresses and his charms are
changed and his favour faded; and indeed the Commander of the Faithful vouchsafed me a month; wherefore I will tend him the rest of the month
and then bring him to do his service to the Commander of the Faithful." Quoth Er Reshid, "True; the condition was for a month; but tell me what
hath betided him." "O my lord," answered she, "may God prolong thy continuance and make Paradise thy place of returning and thy harbourage
and the fire the abiding-place of thine enemies, when he presenteth himself to pay his respects to thee, he will expound to thee his case and will
name unto thee those who have wronged him; and indeed this is an arrear that is due to the Commander of the Faithful, in (41) whom may God
fortify the Faith and vouchsafe him the mastery over the rebel and the froward!".101. The Mad Lover ccccxi.Meanwhile, he ceased not, he and his
beloved, Queen Mariyeh, in the most delightsome of life and the pleasantest thereof, and he was vouchsafed by her children; and indeed there
befell friendship and love between them and the longer their companionship was prolonged, the more their love waxed, so that they became unable
to endure from each other a single hour, save the time of his going forth to the Divan, when he would return to her in the utterest that might be of
longing. Aud on this wise they abode in all solace and delight of life, till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of
Companies. So extolled be the perfection of Him whose kingdom endureth for ever, who is never heedless neither dieth nor sleepeth! This is all
that hath come down to us of their story, and so peace [be on you!].76 En Numan and the Arab of the Benou Tai dclx.90. The Devout Prince
cccci.When the youth saw this, he marvelled at that which his father had done and said, 'This is a sorry treasure.' Then he went forth and fell to
eating and drinking with the folk, till nothing was left him and he abode two days without tasting food, at the end of which time he took a
handkerchief and selling it for two dirhems, bought bread and milk with the price and left it on the shelf [and went out. Whilst he was gone,] a dog
came and took the bread and spoiled the milk, and when the man returned and saw this, he buffeted his face and went forth, distraught, at a venture.
Presently, he met a friend of his, to whom he discovered his case, and the other said to him, 'Art thou not ashamed to talk thus? How hast thou
wasted all this wealth and now comest telling lies and saying, "The dog hath mounted on the shelf," and talking nonsense?' And he reviled
him..Disciple's Story, The, i. 283..There was once in the city of Hemadan (191) a young man of comely aspect and excellently skilled in singing to
the lute, and he was well seen of the people of the city. He went forth one day of his city, with intent to travel, and gave not over journeying till his
travel brought him to a goodly city. Now he had with him a lute and what pertained thereto, (192) so he entered and went round about the city till
he fell in with a druggist, who, when he espied him, called to him. So he went up to him and he bade him sit down. Accordingly, he sat down by
him and the druggist questioned him of his case. The singer told him what was in his mind and the other took him up into his shop and brought him
food and fed him. Then said he to him, 'Arise and take up thy lute and beg about the streets, and whenas thou smellest the odour of wine, break in
upon the drinkers and say to them, "I am a singer." They will laugh and say, "Come, [sing] to us." And when thou singest, the folk will know thee
and bespeak one another of thee; so shall thou become known in the city and thine affairs will prosper.'.TABLE OF CONTENTS OF THE
UNFINISHED CALCUTTA (1814-18) EDITION (FIRST TWO HUNDRED NIGHTS ONLY) OF THE ARABIC TEXT OF THE BOOK OF
THE THOUSAND NIGHTS AND ONE NIGHT..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother clx.Presently Aboulhusn turned to a
damsel and called to her; whereupon she came to him and he said to her, "By the protection of God, O damsel, am I Commander of the Faithful?"
"Yes, indeed," answered she; "by the protection of God thou in this time art Commander of the Faithful." Quoth he, "By Allah, thou liest, O
thousandfold strumpet!" Then he turned to the chief eunuch and called to him, whereupon he came to him and kissing the earth before him, said,
"Yes, O Commander of the Faithful." "Who is Commander of the Faithful?" asked Aboulhusn. "Thou," replied the eunuch and Aboulhusn said,
"Thou liest, thousandfold catamite that thou art!" Then he turned to another eunuch and said to him, "O my chief, (20) by the protection of God, am
I Commander of the Faithful?" "Ay, by Allah, O my lord!" answered he. "Thou in this time art Commander of the Faithful and Vicar of the Lord of
the Worlds." Aboulhusn laughed at himself and misdoubted of his reason and was perplexed at what he saw and said, "In one night I am become
Khalif! Yesterday I was Aboulhusn the Wag, and to-day I am Commander of the Faithful." Then the chief eunuch came up to him and said, "O
Commander of the Faithful, (the name of God encompass thee!) thou art indeed Commander of the Faithful and Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds!"
And the slave-girls and eunuchs came round about him, till he arose and abode wondering at his case..Now the king was leaning back; so he sat up
and said, 'Tell me of this.' 'It is well,' answered the tither. 'I go to the man whom I purpose to tithe and circumvent him and feign to be occupied
with certain business, so that I seclude myself therewith from the folk; and meanwhile the man is squeezed after the foulest fashion, till nothing is
left him. Then I appear and they come in to me and questions befall concerning him and I say, "Indeed, I was ordered worse than this, for some one
(may God curse him!) hath slandered him to the king." Then I take half of his good and return him the rest publicly before the folk and send him
away to his house, in all honour and worship, and he causeth the money returned to be carried before him, whilst he and all who are with him call
down blessings on me. So is it published in the city that I have returned him his money and he himself saith the like, so he may have a claim on me
for the favour due to whoso praiseth me. Then I feign to forget him till some time (242) hath passed over him, when I send for him and recall to
him somewhat of that which hath befallen aforetime and demand [of him] somewhat privily. So he doth this and hasteneth to his dwelling and
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sendeth what I bid him, with a glad heart. Then I send to another man, between whom and the other is enmity, and lay hands upon him and feign to
the first man that it is he who hath traduced him to the king and taken the half of his good; and the people praise me.' (243).8. Ali ben Bekkar and
Shemsennehar clxiii.? ? ? ? ? My tears flow still, nor aye of bitterness I'm quit, Bewildered as I am betwixten hope and fear..On the morrow, she
said to the old man, "Get thee to the money-changer and fetch me the ordinary." So he repaired to the money-changer and delivered him the
message, whereupon he made ready meat and drink, as of his wont, [with which the old man returned to the damsel and they ate till they had
enough. When she had eaten,] she sought of him wine and he went to the Jew and fetched it. Then they sat down and drank; and when she grew
drunken, she took the lute and smiting it, fell a-singing and chanted the following verses:.'A great theft had been committed in the city and I was
cited, (139) I and my fellows. Now it was a matter of considerable value and they (140) pressed hard upon us; but we obtained of them some days'
grace and dispersed in quest of the stolen goods. As for me, I sallied forth with five men and went round about the city that day; and on the morrow
we fared forth [into the suburbs]. When we came a parasang or two parasangs' distance from the city, we were athirst; and presently we came to a
garden. So I went in and going up to the water-wheel, (141) entered it and drank and made the ablution and prayed. Presently up came the keeper of
the garden and said to me, "Out on thee! Who brought thee into this water-wheel?" And he cuffed me and squeezed my ribs till I was like to die.
Then he bound me with one of his bulls and made me turn in the water-wheel, flogging me the while with a cattle whip he had with him, till my
heart was on fire; after which he loosed me and I went out, knowing not the way..The company marvelled at this story and at the doings of women.
Then came forward a fourth officer and said, 'Verily, that which hath betided me of strange adventures is yet more extraordinary than this; and it
was on this wise..When the king heard this story, he was fortified in his resolve to spare the vizier and to leave haste in an affair whereof he was not
assured; so he comforted him and bade him withdraw to his lodging..Bihzad, Story of Prince, i. 99..How many, in Yemameh, dishevelled widows
plain! i. 50..Quoth the king, 'Verily, thou makest me long to see him. Canst thou not bring us together?' 'With all my heart,' answered the
husbandman, and the king sat with him till he had made an end of his tillage, when he carried him to his dwelling-place and brought him in
company with the other stranger, aud behold, it was his vizier. When they saw each other, they wept and embraced, and the husbandman wept for
their weeping; but the king concealed their affair and said to him, 'This is a man from my country and he is as my brother.' So they abode with the
husbandman and helped him for a wage, wherewith they supported themselves a long while. Meanwhile, they sought news of their country and
learned that which its people suffered of straitness and oppression..So we went with him till he came to the place where my slave had buried the
money and dug there and brought it out; whereat I marvelled with the utmost wonder and we carried it to the prefect's house. When the latter saw
the money, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and bestowed on me a dress of honour. Then he restored the money straightway to the Sultan and we
left the youth in prison; whilst I said to my slave who had taken the money, "Did yonder young man see thee, what time thou buriedst the money?"
"No, by the Great God!" answered he. So I went in to the young man, the prisoner, and plied him with wine till he recovered, when I said to him,
"Tell me how thou stolest the money." "By Allah," answered he, "I stole it not, nor did I ever set eyes on it till I brought it forth of the earth!"
Quoth I, "How so?" And he said, "Know that the cause of my falling into your hands was my mother's imprecation against me; for that I evil
entreated her yesternight and beat her and she said to me, 'By Allah, O my son, God shall assuredly deliver thee into the hand of the oppressor!'
Now she is a pious woman. So I went out forthright and thou sawest me in the way and didst that which thou didst; and when beating was
prolonged on me, my senses failed me and I heard one saying to me, 'Fetch it.' So I said to you what I said and he (145) guided me till I came to the
place and there befell what befell of the bringing out of the money.".So we abode there, daily expecting death, and whoso of us had with him a
day's victual ate it in five days, and after this he died; and whoso had with him a month's victual ate it in five months and died also. As for me, I
had with me great plenty of victual; so I buried it in a certain place and brought it out, [little by little,] and fed on it; and we ceased not to be thus,
burying one the other, till all died but myself and I abode alone, having buried the last of my companions, and but little victual remained to me. So
I said in myself, 'Who will bury me in this place?' And I dug me a grave and abode in expectation of death, for that I was in a state of exhaustion.
Then, of the excess of my repentance, I blamed and reproached myself for my much [love of] travel and said, 'How long wilt thou thus imperil
thyself?' And I abode as I were a madman, unable to rest; but, as I was thus melancholy and distracted, God the Most High inspired me with an
idea, and it was that I looked at the river aforesaid, as it entered in at the mouth of the cavern in the skirt of the mountain, and said in myself, 'Needs
must this water have issue in some place.'.Woman (The Old), the Merchant and the King, i. 265..After this the king sat, with his son by his side and
the viziers sitting before him, and summoned his chief officers and the folk of the city. Then the prince turned to the viziers and said to them, "See,
O wicked viziers, that which God hath done and the speedy [coming of] relief." But they answered not a word and the king said, "It sufficeth me
that there is nothing alive but rejoiceth with me this day, even to the birds in the sky, but ye, your breasts are straitened. Indeed, this is the greatest
of ill-will in you to me, and had I hearkened to you, my regret had been prolonged and I had died miserably of grief." "O my father," quoth the
prince, "but for the fairness of thy thought and thy judgment and thy longanimity and deliberation in affairs, there had not bedded thee this great
joyance. Hadst thou slain me in haste, repentance would have been sore on thee and long grief, and on this wise doth he who ensueth haste
repent.".? ? ? ? ? Know, then, the woes that have befall'n a lover, neither grudge Her secret to conceal, but keep her counsel still, I pray.."There was
once a merchant named Abou Temam, and he was a man of understanding and good breeding, quick-witted and truthful in all his affairs, and he
had wealth galore. Now there was in his land an unjust king and a jealous, and Abou Temam feared for his wealth from this king and said, 'I will
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remove hence to another place where I shall not be in fear.' So he made for the city of Ilan Shah and built himself a palace therein and transporting
his wealth thither, took up his abode there. Presently, the news of him reached King Ilan Shah; so he sent to bid him to his presence and said to
him, 'We know of thy coming to us and thine entry under our allegiance, and indeed we have heard of thine excellence and wit and generosity; so
welcome to thee and fair welcome! The land is thy land and at thy commandment, and whatsoever occasion thou hast unto us, it is [already]
accomplished unto thee; and it behoveth that thou be near our person and of our assembly.' Abou Temam prostrated himself to the king and said to
him, 'O king, I will serve thee with my wealth and my life, but do thou excuse me from nearness unto thee, for that, [if I took service about thy
person], I should not be safe from enemies and enviers.' Then he addressed himself to serve the king with presents and largesses, and the king saw
him to be intelligent, well-bred and of good counsel; so he committed to him the ordinance of his affairs and in his hand was the power to bind and
loose..Rail not at the vicissitudes of Fate, ii. 219..The Lady Zubeideh answered him many words and the talk waxed amain between them. At last
the Khalif sat down at the heads of the pair and said, "By the tomb of the Apostle of God (may He bless and preserve him!) and the sepulchres of
my fathers and forefathers, whoso will tell me which of them died before the other, I will willingly give him a thousand dinars!" When Aboulhusn
heard the Khalifs words, he sprang up in haste and said, "I died first, O Commander of the Faithful! Hand over the thousand dinars and quit thine
oath and the conjuration by which thou sworest." Then Nuzhet el Fuad rose also and stood up before the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh, who both
rejoiced in this and in their safety, and the princess chid her slave-girl. Then the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh gave them joy at their well-being
and knew that this [pretended] death was a device to get the money; and the princess said to Nuzhet el Fuad, "Thou shouldst have sought of me that
which thou desiredst, without this fashion, and not have consumed my heart for thee." And she said, "Indeed, I was ashamed, O my lady."
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