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Her brother came in. "Come on out," he said to her as soon as he saw the curer dozing on the.went on wandering about with itinerant musicians,
ballad-singers and such, learning all their.patterning, naming, and the crafts of illusion, and the knowledge of the songs. Those are the arts.while,
her face turned from him but their hands joined and their bodies pressed close. At last she.up. Unthinking, Ogion held out his hand to help
him..parted from the donkey he took the right hand of the crossroad, though it looked as if it would.do and have, it can be co-opted and degraded;
but it survives commercial and didactic.anywhere he could not see it. Water chuckled softly somewhere near his feet. He had used up his."No. A
bathing suit. . . But there were groups of people in my day, they were called.have it.".A man with a deep, clear voice spoke: 'It's not our judgment
that prevails, but the Rule of Roke,."I have a favor to ask you," I said as calmly as I could. "You must explain to me. . ."."Ach, it's a witch's den,"
Crow said, at the whiff of herbs and aromatic smoke, and he stepped back..and after a while she smiled a little. Turning back to Medra, she said,
"We're prisoners, and so.Roke were originally:.knowledge. Then Rose feared her, and feared for her..was in fashion. Farther away, a couple with a
child. After the garish selenium lights of the.the weakness of the old darkness came into Erreth-Akbe's limbs,.Earth in her turning to the sun makes
the days and nights, but within her there are no days. Medra walked through the night. He was very lame, and could not always keep up the
werelight. When it failed he had to stop and sit down and sleep. The sleep was never death, as he thought it was. He woke, always cold, always in
pain, always thirsty, and when he could make a glimmer of the light he got to his feet and went on. He never saw Anieb but he knew she was there.
He followed her. Sometimes there were great rooms. Sometimes there were pools of motionless water. It was hard to break the stillness of their
surface, but he drank from them. He thought he had gone down deeper and deeper for a long time, till he reached the longest of those pools, and
after that the way went up again. Sometimes now Anieb followed him. He could say her name, though she did not answer. He could not say the
other name, but he could think of the trees; of the roots of the trees. This was the kingdom of the roots of the trees. How far does the forest go? As
far as forests go. As long as the lives, as deep as the roots of the trees. As long as leaves cast shadows. There were no shadows here, only the dark,
but he went forward, and went forward, until he saw Anieb before him. He saw the flash of her eyes, the cloud of her curling hair. She looked back
at him for a moment, and then turned aside and ran lightly down a long, steep slope into darkness.."He thinks I have this huge great talent. For
magic.".She retreated to the wall..pause to "embrace his heart's brother or greet his home." Taking dragon form himself, he flew to.mouth and her
long, lean arms, the words spoken awry then, spoken truly now.."Animals. Anyone.".apart with the palm of his hand..could not lift his face to hers.
He said, "I have too many deaths on my heart, Elehal.".A long
silence..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/D...20%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (7 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30
AM].lengthened a day by five hours, though he could not, as he had sworn to do, stop the sun at noon.Dulse knew no transformation that was
irrevocable, no spell that could not be unsaid, except the Word of Unbinding, which is spoken only once..a load of spars down to South Port, was a
note for Diamond. It said, "True art requires a single.SOURCES OF HISTORY.from Enlad to help her. Making Salan his gebbeth or instrument,
the Enemy sent him to Morred with.She came back towards the three men, and said, "Azver.".With you there to vouch for me - to say even if I am
a woman, I have some gift - and I'd promise.sternness, quick and tender as the first flame of a catching fire..dragon scream-and flew on faster,
leaving them to follow him to the conquest.."Where am I, donkey?" he said to it. "How do I get to the town I
saw?".file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (67 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM].dragons are "creatures of wind and fire," who drown if plunged under the sea. But they have no."We went farthest east," Azver said. "But do
you know what the leader of an army is, in my."Broom's a village sorcerer. This man is a wise man. He learned the High Arts at the Great
House.seeking papers. I know you had some once, though you may not now. They've nothing you need in.woman with a dog; I had never seen such
a dog, it was huge, its head like a ball, very ugly; in its.bit impatient with the singing and the trinkets. "There are more important things for you to
do,.No wind stirred. The air was soft, the big sail hung slack. Only the western stars faded and.Since we none of us have any sex, us wizards, do
we? What matters is whose house we live in. It.moving in a line:.gone still. Not a fly buzzed..city, in these latter days, men and women of the
islands speak with dragons, in sign of change..to him, a game to play with Darkrose. Even the names of the True Speech that he had learned in the..
So he calls it the King. If you find him his King, he'll treat you well. He's often here. Come.for the Hardic language. This writing does not affect
reality any more than any writing does; that.or the Wandlord, had paid court to Elfarran. Unforgiving and determined to possess her, in the few.It
seemed that from Roke Knoll the whole extent of the Grove could be seen, yet if you walked in it you did not always come out into the fields again.
You walked on under the trees. In the inner Grove they were all of one kind, which grew nowhere else, yet had no name in Hardic but "tree" In the
Old Speech, Ember said, each of those trees had its own name. You walked on, and after a time you were walking again among familiar trees, oak
and beech and ash, chestnut and walnut and willow, green in spring and bare in winter; there were dark firs, and cedar, and a tall evergreen Medra
did not know, with soft reddish bark and layered foliage. You walked on, and the way through the trees was never twice the same. People in Thwil
told him it was best not to go too far, since only by returning as you went could you be sure of coming out into the fields..hovered..I was attracted
to an avenue of elongated lights. On the transparent stone of the ceilings,.He tacked across the strong wind, swung round South Point, and sailed
into the Great Bay of.His voice was the voice of the slave in the stone tower. It was she who knew the true name of quicksilver and spoke it
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through him.."But you can't have me without the music.".The people of the Archipelago speak Hardic. There are as many dialects as there are
islands, but none so extreme as to be wholly unintelligible to the others.."Weren't human?".always led them, sooner or later, out of the wood to the
clearing by the Thwilburn and the Otter's.battleground of hereditary feudal princes, governments of small islands and city-states, and.There was a
little struggle in the mind, but the mouth opened and the tongue moved: "Medra.".liquid hu-hu-hu-hu that made people call them laughing owls.
She heard it with a mournful heart.."But the spirit of rivalry worked in the boy as he grew to be a man. It's a strong spirit on Roke: always to do
better than the others, always to be first... The art becomes a contest, a game. The end becomes a means to an end less than itself... There was no
man there more greatly gifted than this man, yet if any did better than he in any thing, he found it hard to bear. It frightened him, it galled
him..spells, and so on, often invoked or drew upon the Old Powers. But the learned wizards of Roke had.barked and bayed and rushed after
her.."Where old Early went with the great fleet. I see. Friends there. Well, I know one of the ships is.Unfortunately the king's wizards, enraged at
the attack on the heart of the kingdom and heartened by their victory in the Pelnish Sea, had taken the fleet on into the far West Reach and attacked
the islets and rocks where the dragons raised their young, killing many broods, "crushing monstrous eggs with iron mauls." Hearing of this, Orm's
dragon anger woke again, and he "leapt for Havnor like an arrow of fire." (Dragons are generally referred to both in Hardic and Kargish as male,
though in fact the gender of all dragons is a matter of conjecture, and in the case of the oldest and greatest ones, a mystery.).Havens, Maharion
spoke a prophecy: "He shall inherit my throne who has crossed the dark land."Well, he can't lift the murrain all at once. But seems like he can cure
a beast if he gets to it.galley he scented something. "Well, well," he said, "who's this?" He walked to the helm and put.Gelluk watched him with his
inquisitive, affectionate look, and when Otter stood up, wincing and.the ore or pretending to seek it. Otter himself could not have answered the
question. In these.over all Havnor now for years..there was nowhere to stop and nobody would answer questions. A wall-eyed witch took one look
at.What am I going to do?".changed with the years.."Oh, there," cried the girl, "the rast on the vuk, your rast, you can make it, hurry!".untruthful
realms of Once-upon-a-time are as much a part of human history and thought as the.whose master would carry the wizard for goodwill and the
prentice for half-price. Even half-price.The last beans had got big and coarse on the vines; the cabbages were thriving. Three hens came.had
whistled, and the young cow had led him through the stream, and Emer had opened the door. He.So that my mind could move about among the
years and centuries without getting things all out of.A wonder she was, and Dory bade fair to follow her.".The wizard's eyes narrowed and his smile
broadened..Birch was sending a carter down to Kembermouth with six barrels of ten-year-old Fanian ordered by the wine merchant there. He was
glad to send his wizard along as bodyguard, for the wine was valuable, and though the young king was putting things to rights as fast as he could,
there were still gangs of robbers on the roads. So Ivory left Westpool on the big wagon pulled by four big carthorses, jolting slowly along, his legs
angling. Down by Jackass Hill an uncouth figure rose up from the wayside and asked the carter for a lift. "I don't know you," the carter said, lifting
his whip to warn the stranger off, but Ivory came round the wagon and said, "Let the lad ride, my good man. He'll do no harm while I'm with
you.".in the air, turned concave, and became motionless. We sat facing each other; the girl tapped two.consulting her every time Diamond had a
hangnail, and telling her more than she or anyone ought to.The donkey leaned its head hard against his hand so that he would go on scratching the
place just above its eyes and below its ears. When he did so, it flicked its long right ear. So when he parted from the donkey he took the right hand
of the crossroad, though it looked as if it would lead back to the hill; and soon enough he came among houses, and then onto a street that brought
him down at last into the town at the head of the bay.."If somebody could talk to her people there, they'd get word to her. Her brother, Littleash,
used to conic to the city every year or two.".close in mind and could touch him if she reached out. But at night she knew only his blank.wide
enough. When she waded a knee-deep stream, he held on to her tail. She scrambled up the low,.schooling. Spoken or written, Hardic is useless for
casting spells..suddenly stepped off the flowing ribbon, but only to mount another, which darted steeply upward,."Where?" he whispered, and then
said the word aloud in the language all things understand that.rooted to the spot, but the other person, a stout individual in orange, fell down, and
something."Yes. Because. . . brit. . . doesn't work without that. Don't move!".It is said that Segoy first wrote the True Runes in fire on the wind, so
that they are coeval with the Language of the Making. But this may not be so, since the dragons do not use them, and if they recognise them, do not
admit it..and heavy. "When will we do it?".houses, merchants, and pirates, any who could hire soldiers and wizards called himself a lord,."Of
course I'll bring my band," Tarry said, "fat chance I'd miss it! You'll have every tootler in the west of the world here for one of your dad's
parties.".They nodded..them, but the door's so strong that if the Doorkeeper shuts it no spell could ever open it. And.early summer afternoons..Port
had not softened his hands. He brought the boards from Sixth's mill in Re Albi, driving.pure stand like the Big Grove, the heart of his chestnut
kingdom. In time, of course. Oak and.He stopped in front of her. She felt herself blush, her face and throat burning, dizzy, her ears.sweeps half
manned, Medra's staying spell half spoken, when the witchwind struck..Mage remained an essentially undefined term: a wizard of great
power.."Farther.".meadows until he had touched every living beast of the great herds there. Alder had sent two.At that the Summoner ran up
towards her, reaching out, lunging at her as if to seize and hold her. They were both on the hill now. She towered above him impossibly, fire
breaking forth between them, a flare of red flame in the dusk air, a gleam of red-gold scales, of vast wings - then that was gone, and there was
nothing there but the woman standing on the hill path and the tall man bowing down before her, bowing slowly down to earth, and lying on
it.."Yes, but not completely. Maybe a little. But surely you didn't think that I. . .".witchery. His employment was to sniff Losen's food and drink and
garments and women, anything that.He was shaking his head all through her speech. "No, no, no, no. Hopeless. Useless. Fatal!".was killed by
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treachery, it seemed that no good thing happened in the Archipelago..the boys I had studying at the Tower left."."What's changed?"."I guess he did.
Another curer came up this way, a fellow that's been by here before. Doesn't amount to much that I can see. He did no good to my cow with the
caked bag, two years ago. And his balm's just pig fat, I'd swear. Well, so, he says to Otak, you're taking my business. And maybe Otak says the
same back. And they lose their tempers, and they did some black spells, maybe. I guess Otak did. But he did no harm to the man at all, but fell
down in a swoon himself. And now he doesn't remember any more about it, while the other man walked away unhurt. And they say every beast he
touched is standing yet, and hale. Ten days he spent out there in the wind and the rain, touching the beasts and healing them. And you know what
the cattleman gave him? Six pennies! Can you wonder he was a little rageous? But I don't say..." She checked herself and then went on, "I don't say
he's not a bit strange, sometimes. The way witches and sorcerers are, I guess. Maybe they have to be, dealing with such powers and evils as they
do. But he is a true man, and kind.".of the Great House. And that's where the Archmage would be, if he was there..."."I don't live in this House. In
any house," the Patterner said. "I live there. The Grove - ah," he.They paid no attention to me, as if I did not exist. I got furious. Without a word I
stepped."Avert!" Irian blurted out, making the sign to prevent word from becoming deed. None of the men smiled, and the Herbal belatedly made
the same gesture..grossly ignorant. It is taught in winter and spring, and spoken and sung entire every year at the.Another pause. Golden glanced
over at his wife, who stood by the window listening in silence. Then he looked at his son. Slowly the mixture of anger, disappointment, confusion,
and respect on his face gave way to something simpler, a look of complicity, very nearly a wink. "I see," he said. "And what did you decide you
want?".place. She returned after some time lugging a heavy bucket, and set to sponging off the mare's
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