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All those who were present marvelled at this story with the utmost marvel, and the twelfth officer came forward and said, 'I will tell you a pleasant
trait that I had from a certain man, concerning an adventure that befell him with one of the thieves. (Quoth he).To return to his sister Selma. She
awaited him till the last of the day, but he came not; and she awaited him a second day and a third and a fourth, yet there came no news of him,
wherefore she wept and beat with her hands on her breast and bethought her of her affair and her strangerhood and her brother's absence; and she
recited the following verses:.?STORY OF THE MAN WHOSE CAUTION WAS THE CAUSE OF HIS DEATH..Then Mesrour carried her to the
other end of the sitting-chamber and bound her eyes and making her sit, stood awaiting a second commandment; whereupon quoth the Lady
Zubeideh, "O Commander of the Faithful, with thy permission, wilt thou not vouchsafe this damsel a share of thy clemency? Indeed, if thou slay
her, it were injustice." Quoth he, "What is to be done with her?" And she said, "Forbear to slay her and send for her lord. If he be as she describeth
him in grace and goodliness, she is excused, and if he be not on this wise, then slay her, and this shall be thy justification against her." (22).? ? ? ? ?
n. The Fourteenth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.So saying, he went away, whilst Mesrour entered and taking up Aboulhusn, shut the door after him,
and followed his master, till he reached the palace, what while the night drew to an end and the cocks cried out, and set him down before the
Commander of the Faithful, who laughed at him. Then he sent for Jaafer the Barmecide and when he came before him, he said to him, "Note this
young man and when thou seest him to-morrow seated in my place of estate and on the throne of my Khalifate and clad in my habit, stand thou in
attendance upon him and enjoin the Amirs and grandees and the people of my household and the officers of my realm to do the like and obey him
in that which he shall command them; and thou, if he bespeak thee of anything, do it and hearken unto him and gainsay him not in aught in this
coming day." Jaafer answered with, "Hearkening and obedience," (17) and withdrew, whilst the Khalif went in to the women of the palace, who
came to him, and he said to them, "Whenas yonder sleeper awaketh to-morrow from his sleep, kiss ye the earth before him and make obeisance to
him and come round about him and clothe him in the [royal] habit and do him the service of the Khalifate and deny not aught of his estate, but say
to him, 'Thou art the Khalif.'" Then he taught them what they should say to him and how they should do with him and withdrawing to a privy place,
let down a curtain before himself and slept..? ? ? ? ? w. The Fox and the Folk (235) M.33. Ali the Persian and the Kurd Sharper ccxciv.? ? ? ? ?
Then get thee gone nor covet that which thou shall ne'er obtain; So shall it be, although the time seem near and the event..Then Ishac seized upon
her hand and carrying her into the house, said to her, 'Take the lute and sing; for never saw I nor heard thy like in smiting upon the lute; no, not
even myself!' 'O my lord,' answered she, 'thou makest mock of me. Who am I that thou shouldst say all this to me? Indeed, this is but of thy
kindness.' 'Nay, by Allah,' exclaimed he, 'I said but the truth to thee and I am none of those on whom pretence imposeth. These three months hath
nature not moved thee to take the lute and sing thereto, and this is nought but an extraordinary thing. But all this cometh of strength in the craft and
self-restraint.' Then he bade her sing; and she said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and tightening its strings, smote thereon a
number of airs, so that she confounded Ishac's wit and he was like to fly for delight. Then she returned to the first mode and sang thereto the
following verses:.92. El Amin and his Uncle Ibrahim ben el Mehdi dclxxxii.The king approved her speech and bestowed on her a dress of honour
and gave her magnificent gifts; after which, for that his choice had fallen upon his younger son, Melik Shah, he married her with him and made him
his heir apparent and caused the folk swear fealty to him. When this came to the knowledge of his brother Belehwan and he was ware that his
younger brother had been preferred over him, his breast was straitened and the affair was grievous to him and envy entered into him and rancour;
but he concealed this in his heart, whilst fire raged therein because of the damsel and the kingship..When a year had elapsed, there came to the city
a ship, wherein were merchants and goods galore. Now it was of their usance, from time immemorial, that, when there came a ship to the city, the
king sent unto it such of his servants as he trusted in, who took charge of the goods, so they might be [first of all] shown to the king, who bought
such of them as befitted him and gave the merchants leave to sell the rest. So he sent, as of wont, one who should go up to the ship and seal up the
goods and set over them who should keep watch over them..Therewithal, O my brother, the locust fell to going round about among the company of
the birds, but saw nought resembling the hawk in bulk and body save the kite and deemed well of her. So she brought the hawk and the kite
together and counselled the former to make friends with the latter. Now it chanced that the hawk fell sick and the kite abode with him a long while
[and tended him] till he recovered and became whole and strong; wherefore he thanked her [and she departed from him]. But after awhile the
hawk's sickness returned to him and he needed the kite's succour. So the locust went out from him and was absent from him a day, after which she
returned to him with a[nother] locust, (53) saying, "I have brought thee this one." When the hawk saw her, he said, "God requite thee with good!
Indeed, thou hast done well in the quest and hast been subtle in the choice.".Presently, the mother of the two boys, finding that they tarried from
her, went searching for them, till she came to the ship and fell to saying, 'Who hath seen two boys of mine? Their fashion is thus and thus and their
age thus and thus.' When they heard her words, they said, 'This is the description of the two boys who were drowned in the sea but now.' Their
mother heard and fell to calling on them and saying, 'Alas, my anguish for your loss, O my sons! Where was the eye of your father this day, that it
might have seen you?' Then one of the crew questioned her, saying, 'Whose wife art thou?' And she answered, 'I am the wife of such an one the
merchant. I was on my way to him, and there hath befallen me this calamity.' When the merchant heard her speech, he knew her and rising to his
feet, rent his clothes and buffeted his head and said to his wife, 'By Allah, I have destroyed my children with mine own hand! This is the end of
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whoso looketh not to the issues of affairs.' Then he fell a-wailing and weeping over them, he and his wife, and he said, 'By Allah, I shall have no
ease of my life, till I light upon news of them!' And he betook himself to going round about the sea, in quest of them, but found them
not..Cashghar, Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of, ii. 195..Whilst the Sheikh was thus occupied with taking leave of the kings, Meimoun
sought his opportunity, whenas he saw the place empty, and taking up Tuhfeh on his shoulders, soared up with her to the confines of the sky and
flew away with her. Presently, Iblis came to look for Tuhfeh and see what she purposed, but found her not and saw the slave-girls buffeting their
faces; so he said to them, 'Out on ye! What is to do?' 'O our lord,' answered they, 'Meimoun hath snatched up Tuhfeh and flown away with her.'
When Iblis heard this, he gave a cry, to which the earth trembled, and said, 'What is to be done? Out on ye! Shall he carry off Tuhfeh from my very
palace and outrage mine honour? Doubtless, this Meimoun hath lost his wits.' Then he cried out a second time, that the earth quaked therefor, and
rose up into the air..When the tither heard the old man's speech, he relented towards him and said to him, 'O old man, I make thee a present of that
which is due from thee, and do thou cleave to me and leave me not, so haply I may get of thee profit that shall do away from me my errors and
guide me into the way of righteousness.' So the old man followed him, and there met him another with a load of wood. Quoth the tither to him, 'Pay
what is due from thee.' And he answered, 'Have patience with me till to-morrow, for I owe the hire of a house, and I will sell another load of wood
and pay thee two days' tithe.' But he refused him this and the old man said to him, 'If thou constrain him unto this, thou wilt enforce him quit thy
country, for that he is a stranger here and hath no domicile; and if he remove on account of one dirhem, thou wilt lose [of him] three hundred and
threescore dirhems a year. Thus wilt thou lose the much in keeping the little.' Quoth the tither, 'I give him a dirhem every month to the hire of his
lodging.'.85. Jaafer the Barmecide and the Old Bedouin cccxcv.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? But if my wealth abound, of all I'm held in amity..Sharpers, The
Money-Changer and the Ass, The, ii. 41..Midst colours, my colour excelleth in light, ii. 258..? ? ? ? ? Indeed, thou'st told the tale of kings and men
of might, Each one a lion fierce, impetuous in the fight,.? ? ? ? ? Upon yon be the peace of God! May all prosperity, For what's decreed of years
and lives, upon you ever wait!.There was once in a city of Khorassan a family of affluence and distinction, and the townsfolk used to envy them for
that which God had vouchsafed them. As time went on, their fortune ceased from them and they passed away, till there remained of them but one
old woman. When she grew feeble and decrepit, the townsfolk succoured her not with aught, but put her forth of the city, saying, 'This old woman
shall not harbour with us, for that we do her kindness and she requiteth us with evil.' So she took shelter in a ruined place and strangers used to
bestow alms upon her, and on this wise she abode a while of time..When the night darkened on her, she called him to mind and her heart clave to
him and sleep visited her not; and on this wise she abode days and nights, till she sickened and abstained from food. So her lord went in to her and
said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, how findest thou thyself?" "O my lord," answered she, "I am dead without recourse and I beseech thee to bring me my
shroud, so I may look on it before my death." Therewithal he went out from her, sore concerned for her, and betook himself to a friend of his, a
draper, who had been present on the day when the damsel was cried [for sale]. Quoth his friend to him, "Why do I see thee troubled?" And he
answered, "Sitt el Milah is at the point of death and these three days she hath neither eaten nor drunken. I questioned her to-day of her case and she
said, 'O my lord, buy me a shroud, so I may look on it before my death.'" Quoth the draper, "Methinks nought ails her but that she is enamoured of
the young Damascene and I counsel thee to mention his name to her and avouch to her that he hath foregathered with thee on her account and is
desirous of coming to thy house, so he may hear somewhat of her singing. If she say, 'I reck not of him, for there is that to do with me which
distracteth me from the Damascene and from other than he,' know that she saith sooth concerning her sickness; but, if she say to thee other than
this, acquaint me therewith.'".Beard of the old he-goat, the one-eyed, what shall be, ii. 231..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Old Man's Story i.Now there was
in the camp a wise woman, (11) and she questioned him of the new-born child, if it was male or female. Quoth he, 'It is a girl;' and she said, 'She
shall do whoredom with a hundred men and a journeyman shall marry her and a spider shall slay her.' When the journeyman heard this, he returned
upon his steps and going in to the woman, took the child from her by wile and slit its paunch. Then he fled forth into the desert at a venture and
abode in strangerhood what [while] God willed..The First Day..45. The Man who stole the Dog's Dish of Gold cccxl.When she had made an end of
her song and laid down the lute, Ishac looked fixedly on her, then took her hand and offered to kiss it; but she snatched it from him and said to him,
'Allah, O my lord, do not that!' Quoth he, 'Be silent. By Allah, I had said that there was not in the world the like of me; but now I have found my
dinar (180) in the craft but a danic, (181) "for thou art, beyond comparison or approximation or reckoning, more excellent of skill than I! This very
day will I carry thee up to the Commander of the Faithful Haroun er Reshid, and whenas his glance lighteth on thee, thou wilt become a princess of
womankind. So, Allah, Allah upon thee, O my lady, whenas thou becomest of the household of the Commander of the Faithful, do not thou forget
me!' And she replied, saying, 'Allah, O my lord, thou art the source of my fortunes and in thee is my heart fortified.' So he took her hand and made
a covenant with her of this and she swore to him that she would not forget him..Marriage to the Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who gave his Fair
Daughter in, i. 247..Three men once went out in quest of riches and came upon a block of gold, weighing a hundred pounds. When they saw it, they
took it up on their shoulders and fared on with it, till they drew near a certain city, when one of them said, 'Let us sit in the mosque, whilst one of us
goes and buys us what we may eat." So they sat down in the mosque and one of them arose and entered the city. When he came therein, his soul
prompted him to play his fellows false and get the gold for himself alone. So he bought food and poisoned it; but, when he returned to his
comrades, they fell upon him and slew him, so they might enjoy the gold without him. Then they ate of the [poisoned] food and died, and the gold
abode cast down over against them..148. The Lovers of Medina dcxcvi.58. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh (232) dcxlvi.So, when it was the
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foredawn hour, she tied his beard and spreading a veil over him, cried out, whereupon the people of the quarter flocked to her, men and women.
Presently, up came El Merouzi, for the division of the money, and hearing the crying [of the mourners], said, 'What is to do?" Quoth they, 'Thy
brother is dead;' and he said in himself, 'The accursed fellow putteth a cheat on me, so he may get all the money for himself, but I will do with him
what shall soon bring him to life again.' Then he rent the bosom of his gown and uncovered his head, weeping and saying, 'Alas, my brother! Alas,
my chief! Alas, my lord!' And he went in to the men, who rose and condoled with him. Then he accosted Er Razi's wife and said to her, 'How came
his death about?' 'I know not,' answered she, 'except that, when I arose in the morning, I found him dead.' Moreover, he questioned her of the
money and good that was with her, but she said, 'I have no knowledge of this and no tidings.'.153. Julnar of the Sea and her Son King Bedr Basim
of Persia iccxxxviii.When she came in sight of the folk, they kissed the earth before her and she said to them, 'Tell me what hath betided Queen
Tuhfeh from yonder dog Meimoun and why did ye not send to me and tell me?' Quoth they, 'And who was this dog that we should send to thee, on
his account? Indeed, he was the least and meanest [of the Jinn].' Then they told her what Kemeriyeh and her sisters had done and how they had
practised upon Meimoun and delivered Tuhfeh from his hand, fearing lest he should slay her, whenas he found himself discomfited; and she said,
'By Allah, the accursed one was wont to prolong his looking upon her!' And Tuhfeh fell to kissing Queen Es Shuhba's hand, whilst the latter
strained her to her bosom and kissed her, saying, 'Trouble is past; so rejoice in assurance of relief.'.? ? ? ? ? o. The Merchant and the Thieves
dcxxix.? ? ? ? ? For the uses of food I was fashioned and made; The hands of the noble me wrought and inlaid..?STORY OF THE DETHRONED
KING WHOSE KINGDOM AND GOOD WERE RESTORED TO HIM..King (The Dethroned), whose Kingdom and Good were restored to him,
i. 285..Two months after this occurrence, there came to me one of the Cadi's officers, with a scroll, wherein was the magistrate's writ, summoning
me to him. So I accompanied the officer and went in to the Cadi, whereupon the plaintiff, to wit, he who had taken out the summons, sued me for
two thousand dirhems, avouching that I had borrowed them of him as the woman's agent. (117) I denied the debt, but he produced against me a
bond for the amount, attested by four of those who were in company [on the occasion]; and they were present and bore witness to the loan. So I
reminded them of my kindness and paid the amount, swearing that I would never again follow a woman's counsel. Is not this marvellous?'.106. The
Man of Upper Egypt and his Frank Wife dccclxii.? ? ? ? ? Exalted mayst thou be above th' empyrean heaven of joy And may God's glory greater
grow and more exalted aye!.Awhile after this, there came two merchants to the king with two pearls of price and each of them avouched that his
pearl was worth a thousand dinars, but there was none who availed to value them. Then said the cook, 'God prosper the king! Verily, the old man
whom I bought avouched that he knew the quintessence of jewels and that he was skilled in cookery. We have made proof of him in cookery and
have found him the skilfullest of men; and now, if we send after him and prove him on jewels, [the truth or falsehood of] his pretension will be
made manifest to us.'.? ? ? ? ? Fair patience use, for ease still followeth after stress And all things have their time and ordinance no less..It befell,
one day of the days, that King Bihkerd embarked in a ship and put out to sea, so he might fish; but the wind blew on them and the ship foundered.
The king won ashore on a plank, unknown of any, and came forth, naked, on one of the coasts; and it chanced that he landed in the country whereof
the father of the youth aforesaid, [his sometime servant], was king. So he came in the night to the gate of the latter's city and [finding it shut], took
up his lodging [for the night] in a burying-place there..124. The Saint to whom God gave a Cloud to serve him and the Devout King
cccclxxiii.When the king heard this, he said in himself, "Since the tither repented, in consequence of the admonitions [of the woodcutter], it
behoves that I spare this vizier, so I may hear the story of the thief and the woman." And he bade Er Rehwan withdraw to his lodging..? ? ? ? ?
Deem not, O youth, that I to thee incline; indeed, no part Have I in those who walk the ways, the children of the tent. (87).? ? ? ? ? Leave rhyming,
madman that thou art, lest, bound upon the cross, Thou thy presumption in the stead of abjectness repent..? ? ? ? ? My secret is disclosed, the which
I strove to hide; Of thee and of thy love enough have I abyed..92. The Foolish Schoolmaster cccciii.Therewithal Noureddin's life was troubled; so
he arose and donned his clothes, and his host said, "Whither away this night, O my lord?" Quoth Noureddin, "I mean to go to my lodging, and
to-morrow I will betake myself to the palace of the Commander of the Faithful and demand my slave-girl." "Sleep till the morning," said the other,
"and go not forth at the like of this hour." But he answered, "Needs must I go;" and the host said to him, "[Go] in the safeguard of God." So
Noureddin went forth, and drunkenness had got the mastery of him, wherefore he threw himself down on [a bench before one of] the shops. Now
the watch were at that hour making their round and they smelt the sweet scent [of essences] and wine that exhaled from him; so they made for it
and found the youth lying on the bench, without sense or motion. They poured water upon him, and he awoke, whereupon they carried him to the
house of the Chief of the Police and he questioned him of his affair. "O my lord," answered Noureddin, "I am a stranger in this town and have been
with one of my friends. So I came forth from his house and drunkenness overcame me.".? ? ? ? ? r. The Heathcock and the Tortoises
dccccxxiv.When the princess heard this her slave-girl's report, she wept and lamented and was like to depart the world. Then she clave to her pillow
and said, "O Shefikeh, I will instruct thee of somewhat that is not hidden from God the Most High, and it is that thou watch over me till God the
Most High decree the accomplishment of His commandment, and when my days are ended, take thou the necklace and the mantle that El Abbas
gave me and return them to him. Indeed, I deem not he will live after me, and if God the Most High decree against him and his days come to an
end, do thou give one charge to shroud us and bury us both in one grave.".When the queen heard the last of the talk, she said to the cook, 'The
judgment between you shall not be but in accordance with justice.' Then she dismissed all those who were present and turning to her brother, said
to him, 'Indeed thy soothfastness is established with me and the truth of thy speech, and praised be God who hath brought about union between thee
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and thy wife! So now begone with her to thy country and leave [seeking] thy sister Selma and depart in peace.' But Selim answered, saying, 'By
Allah, by the virtue of the All-knowing King, I will not turn back from seeking my sister till I die or find her, if it please God the Most High!' Then
he called his sister to mind and broke out with the following verses from a heart endolored, afflicted, disappointed, saying:.? ? ? ? ? My favours I
deny not all the year; Though cessation be desired, I nothing heed..So he went round about, as the druggist bade him, till the sun grew hot, but
found none drinking. Then he entered a by-street, that he might rest himself, and seeing there a handsome and lofty house, stood in its shade and
fell to observing the goodliness of its ordinance. As he was thus engaged, behold, a window opened and there appeared thereat a face, as it were the
moon. Quoth she, (193) 'What aileth thee to stand there? Dost thou want aught?' And he answered, 'I am a stranger,' and acquainted her with his
case; whereupon quoth she, 'What sayst thou to meat and drink and the enjoyment of a fair-face[d one] and getting thee what thou mayst spend?' 'O
my lady,' answered he, 'this is my desire and that in quest whereof I am going about.'.The Thirteenth Night of the Month..And when she had made
an end of her song, she wept sore..? ? ? ? ? Love no light matter is, O folk, nor are the woe and care And blame a little thing to brook that unto it
pertain..Therewithal Sindbad the Sailor bestowed largesse upon him and made him his boon-companion, and he abode, leaving him not night or
day, to the last of their lives. Praise be to God the Glorious, the Omnipotent, the Strong, the Exalted of estate, Creator of heaven and earth and land
and sea, to whom belongeth glorification! Amen. Amen. Praise be to God, the Lord of the Worlds! Amen..? ? ? ? ? The wine was sweet to us to
drink in pleasance and repose, And in a garden of the garths of Paradise we lay,.Quoth the merchant, 'Indeed, it is as the old man avoucheth and he
is an excellent judge.' And the king said, 'Increase his allowance.' But the old man stood still and did not go away. So the king said to him, 'Why
dost thou not go about thy business?' And he answered, 'My business is with the king.' 'Name what thou wouldst have,' said the king, and the other
replied, 'I would have thee question me of the quintessences of men, even as thou hast questioned me of the quintessences of horses.' Quoth the
king, 'We have no occasion to question thee of [this].' But the old man replied, 'I have occasion to acquaint thee.' 'Say what thou pleasest,' rejoined
the king, and the old man said, 'Verily, the king is the son of a baker.' Quoth the king 'How knowest thou that?' And the other replied, 'Know, O
king, that I have examined into degrees and dignities (210) and have learnt this.'."O king," answered the youth, "I hope for succour only from God,
not from created beings: if He aid me, none can avail to harm me, and if He be with me and on my side, because of the truth, who is it I shall fear,
because of falsehood? Indeed, I have made my intent with God a pure and sincere intent and have severed my expectation from the help of the
creature; and whoso seeketh help [of God] findeth of his desire that which Bekhtzeman found." Quoth the king, "Who was Bekhtzeman and what is
his story?" "O king," replied the youth,.? ? ? ? ? Is there a man of you will come, that I may heal his paint With blows right profitful for him who's
sick for lust of fight?.? ? ? ? ? I'll lay Upon their threshold's dust my cheeks and to my soul,.51. The Woman whose Hands were cut off for
Almsgiving cccxlviii.? ? ? ? ? e. The Story of the Portress xviii.7. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar clxix.Abbaside, Jaafer ben Yehya and
Abdulmelik ben Salih the, i. 183..Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the Porter.51. The Thief and the Money-changer dcv.King (The Unjust) and the
Tither, i. 273..When her husband heard this, he said to her, 'What is thy name and what are the names of thy father and mother?' She told him their
names and her own, whereby he knew that it was she whose belly he had slit and said to her, 'And where are thy father and mother?' 'They are both
dead,' answered she, and he said, 'I am that journeyman who slit thy belly.' Quoth she, 'Why didst thou that?' And he replied, 'Because of a saying I
heard from the wise woman.' 'What was it?' asked his wife, and he said, 'She avouched that thou wouldst play the harlot with a hundied men and
that I should after take thee to wife.' Quoth she, 'Ay, I have whored it with a hundred men, no more and no less, and behold, thou hast married me.'
'Moreover,' continued her husband, 'the wise woman foresaid, also, that thou shouldst die, at the last of thy life, of the bite of a spider. Indeed, her
saying hath been verified of the harlotry and the marriage, and I fear lest her word come true no less in the matter of thy death.'.? ? ? ? ? d. The
Crow and the Serpent dcxi.When the evening evened, the king sat in his privy sitting-chamber and his mind was occupied with the story of the
singer and the druggist. So he called the vizier and bade him tell the story. "It is well," answered he, "They tell, O my lord, that.[Then they went up
to the palace and] the interpreter went in to Selma and said to her, 'O king of the age, here is an Indian woman, who cometh from the land of Hind,
and she hath laid hands on a young man, a servant, avouching that he is her husband, who hath been missing these two years, and she came not
hither but on his account, and indeed these many days she hath done almsdeeds [in the city]. And here is a man, a cook, who avoucheth that the
young man is his slave.' When the queen heard these words, her entrails quivered and she groaned from an aching heart and called to mind her
brother and that which had betided him. Then she bade those who were about her bring them before her, and when she saw them, she knew her
brother and was like to cry aloud; but her reason restrained her; yet could she not contain herself, but she must needs rise up and sit down.
However, she enforced herself unto patience and said to them, 'Let each of you acquaint me with his case.'.Therewith King Shah Bekht rejoiced
with an exceeding great joy and said, 'Praise be to God who hath delivered me from yonder man and hath preserved me from the loss of the
kingship and the cessation of prosperity from me!' So the affair of the vizier returned to order and well-being and the king restored him to his place
and advanced him in rank. Moreover, he assembled the folk who had missaid of him and destroyed them all, to the last man. And how like,"
continued the vizier, "is this story unto that of myself and King Shah Bekht, with regard to that whereinto I am fallen of the changing of the king's
heart and his giving credence to others against me; but now is the righteousness of my dealing established in thine eyes, for that God the Most High
hath inspired me with wisdom and endowed thee with longanimity and patience [to hearken] from me unto that which He allotted unto those who
had foregone us, till He hath shown forth my innocence and made manifest unto thee the truth. For now the days are past, wherein it was avouched
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to the king that I should endeavour for the destruction of my soul, (81) [to wit,] the month; and behold, the probation time is over and gone, and
past is the season of evil and ceased, by the king's good fortune." Then he bowed his head and was silent. (82).? ? ? ? ? But now hath Allah from
my heart blotted the love of thee, After for constancy I'd grown a name of wonderment..? ? ? ? ? So, O Aamir, haste thy going, e'en as I do, so may
I Heal my sickness and the draining of the cup of love essay;.Fair patience use, for ease still followeth after stress, iii. 117..There was once a king
of the kings of the earth, who dwelt in a populous (236) city, abounding in good; but he oppressed its people and used them foully, so that he ruined
(237) the city; and he was named none other than tyrant and misdoer. Now he was wont, whenas he heard of a masterful man (238) in another land,
to send after him and tempt him with money to take service with him; and there was a certain tither, who exceeded all his brethren in oppression of
the people and foulness of dealing. So the king sent after him and when he stood before him, he found him a mighty man (239) and said to him,
'Thou hast been praised to me, but meseemeth thou overpassest the description. Set out to me somewhat of thy sayings and doings, so I may be
dispensed therewith from [enquiring into] all thy circumstance.' 'With all my heart,' answered the other. 'Know, O king, that I oppress the folk and
people (240) the land, whilst other than I wasteth (241) it and peopleth it not.'.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? nb. Story of the Old Sharper dccccxl.Then she
discovered to him a part of her bosom, and when he saw her breasts, his reason took flight from his head and he said to her, "Cover it up, so may
God have thee in His safeguard!" Quoth she, "Is it fair of any one to missay of my charms?" And he answered, "How shall any missay of thy
charms, and thou the sun of loveliness?" Then said she, "Hath any the right to say of me that I am lophanded? "And tucking up her sleeves, showed
him forearms, as they were crystal; after which she unveiled to him a face, as it were a full moon breaking forth on its fourteenth night, and said to
him, "Is it lawful for any to missay of me [and avouch] that my face is pitted with smallpox or that I am one-eyed or crop-eared?" And he answered
her, saying, "O my lady, what is it moveth thee to discover unto me that lovely face and those fair members, [of wont so jealously] veiled and
guarded? Tell me the truth of the matter, may I be thy ransom!" And he recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? But the Merciful yet may incline thee
to me And unite us again, in despite of our foes!.She laughed and cried out to the women of the house, saying, "Ho, Fatimeh! Ho, Khedijeh! Ho,
Herifeh! Ho, Senineh!" Whereupon all those who were in the place of women and neighbours flocked to me and fell a-laughing at me and saying,
"O blockhead, what ailed thee to meddle with gallantry?" Then one of them came and looked in my face and laughed, and another said, "By Allah,
thou mightest have known that she lied, from the time she said she loved thee and was enamoured of thee? What is there in thee to love?" And a
third said, "This is an old man without understanding." And they vied with each other in making mock of me, what while I suffered sore
chagrin..?Story of the Unlucky Merchant..Then the two kings appointed their father-in-law the vizier to be viceroy in Samarcand and assigned him
five of the chief amirs to accompany him, charging them attend him and do him service. The vizier kissed the earth and prayed that they might be
vouchsafed length of life. Then he went in to his daughters, whilst the eunuchs and ushers walked before him, and saluted them and bade them
farewell. They kissed his hands and gave him joy of the kingship and bestowed on him treasures galore. Then he took leave of them and setting out,
journeyed days and nights till he came within three days' journey of Samarcand, where the townspeople met him and rejoiced in him with an
exceeding joy. So he entered Samarcand and they decorated the city, and it was a notable day. He sat down on the throne of his kingship and the
viziers did him homage and the grandees and amirs of Samarcand and prayed that he might be vouchsafed justice and victory and length of
continuance [on life]. So he bestowed on them dresses of honour and entreated them with worship and they made him Sultan over them..? ? ? ? ?
Fortune its arrows all, through him I love, let fly At me and parted me from him for whom I sigh..He found it every way complete and saw therein
ten great trays, full of all fruits and cakes and all manner sweetmeats. So he sat down and ate thereof after the measure of his sufficiency, and
finding there three troops of singing-girls, was amazed and made the girls eat. Then he sat and the singers also seated themselves, whilst the black
slaves and the white slaves and the eunuchs and pages and boys stood, and the slave-girls, some of them, sat and some stood. The damsels sang and
warbled all manner melodies and the place answered them for the sweetness of the songs, whilst the pipes cried out and the lutes made accord with
them, till it seemed to Aboulhusn that he was in Paradise and his heart was cheered and his breast dilated. So he sported and joyance waxed on him
and he bestowed dresses of honour on the damsels and gave and bestowed, challenging this one and kissing that and toying with a third, plying one
with wine and another with meat, till the night fell down..When he saw those many bones, he rejoiced therein with an exceeding joy and carried
away what he had a mind to thereof. Then we returned to his house and he entreated me with increased favour and said to me, 'Verily, O my son,
thou hast directed us to a passing great gain, may God requite thee with all good! Thou art free for the sake of God the Most High. Every year these
elephants used to kill of us much people on account of these bones; but God delivered thee from them and thou hast done us good service in the
matter of these bones, of which thou hast given us to know; wherefore thou meritest a great recompense, and thou art free.' 'O my lord,' answered I,
'may God free thy neck from the fire! I desire of thee that thou give me leave to return to my own country.' 'So be it,' replied he; 'but we have a fair,
on occasion whereof the merchants come hither to us and take of us these elephants' bones. The time of the fair is now at hand, and when they
come to us, I will send thee with them and give thee somewhat to bring thee to thine own country.'.The merchant went out and returned to the old
woman, who, seeing him changed of colour, said to him, 'What did he ask thee, [may God confound] his hoariness?' So he acquainted her with the
case and she said to him, 'Fear not; I will bring thee forth of this [strait].' Quoth he, 'God requite thee with good!' And she said, 'To-morrow go to
him with a stout heart and say, "The answer to that whereof thou askest me is that thou put the heads of two staves into one of the holes; then take
the other two staves and lay them across the middle of the first two and stop with their heads the second hole and with their butts the fourth hole.
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Then take the butts of the first two staves and stop with them the third hole."' (232).113. The Angel of Death with the Proud King and the Devout
Man cccclxii.? ? ? ? ? My friends have not accustomed me to rigour; for, of old, When I forsook them, they to seek accord did not disdain..[One
day], as the ship was sailing along, and we unknowing where we were, behold, the captain came down [from the mast] and casting his turban from
his head, fell to buffeting his face and plucking at his beard and weeping and supplicating [God for deliverance]. We asked him what ailed him, and
he answered, saying, 'Know, O my masters, that the ship is fallen among shallows and drifteth upon a sand-bank of the sea. Another moment [and
we shall be upon it]. If we clear the bank, [well and good]; else, we are all dead men and not one of us will be saved; wherefore pray ye to God the
Most High, so haply He may deliver us from these deadly perils, or we shall lose our lives.' So saying, he mounted [the mast] and set the sail, but at
that moment a contrary wind smote the ship, and it rose upon the crest of the waves and sank down again into the trough of the sea..As for Er
Reshid, he shut himself up with Tuhfeh that night and found her a clean maid and rejoiced in her; and she took high rank in his heart, so that he
could not endure from her a single hour and committed to her the keys of the affairs of the realm, for that which he saw in her of good breeding and
wit and modesty. Moreover, he gave her fifty slave-girls and two hundred thousand dinars and clothes and trinkets and jewels and precious stones,
worth the kingdom of Egypt; and of the excess of his love for her, he would not entrust her to any of the slave-girls or eunuchs; but, whenas he
went out from her, he locked the door upon her and took the key with him, against he should return to her, forbidding the damsels to go in to her, of
his fear lest they should slay her or practise on her with knife or poison; and on this wise he abode awhile..I fear to be seen in the air, ii. 255..Then
he bade set up for her a tent and another for himself, facing hers, so he might worship God with her, and fell to sending her food; and she said in
herself, 'This is a king and it is not lawful for me that I suffer him forsake his subjects and his kingdom for my sake. So she said to the
serving-woman, who used to bring her the food, 'Speak to the king, so he may return to his women, for he hath no need of me and I desire to abide
in this place, so I may worship God the Most High therein.' The slave-girl returned to the king and told him this, whereupon he sent back to her,
saying, 'I have no need of the kingship and I also desire to abide here and worship God with thee in this desert.' When she found this earnestness in
him, she consented to his wishes and said, 'O king, I will consent unto thee in that which thou desirest and will be to thee a wife, but on condition
that thou bring me Dadbin the king and his Vizier Kardan and his chamberlain (116) and that they be present in thine assembly, so I may speak a
word with them in thy presence, to the intent that thou mayest redouble in affection for me.' Quoth Kisra, 'And what is thine occasion unto this?' So
she related to him her story from first to last, how she was the wife of Dadbin the king and how the latter's vizier had miscalled her honour.."There
was once a king named Bihkerd aed he had wealth galore and many troops; but his deeds were evil and he would punish for a slight offence and
never forgave. He went forth one day to hunt and one of his servants shot an arrow, which lit on the king's ear and cut it off. Quoth Bihkerd, 'Who
shot that arrow?' So the guards brought him in haste the offender, whose name was Yetrou, and he of his fear fell down on the ground in a swoon.
Then said the king, 'Put him to death;' but Yetrou said, 'O King, this that hath befallen was not of my choice nor of my knowledge; so do thou
pardon me, in the hour of thy power over me, for that clemency is of the goodliest of things and belike it shall be [in this world] a provision and a
good work [for which thou shall be requited] one of these days, and a treasure [laid up to thine account] with God in the world to come. Pardon me,
therefore, and fend off evil from me, so shall God fend off from thee evil the like thereof.' When the king heard this, it pleased him and he
pardoned the servant, albeit he had never before pardoned any..? ? ? ? ? x. The King and his Chamberlain's Wife dccccxvii.? ? ? ? ? Would God
upon that bitterest day, when my death calls for me, What's 'twixt thine excrement and blood (50) I still may smell of thee!.? ? ? ? ? Would God
thou knewst what I endure for love of thee and how My vitals for thy cruelty are all forspent and dead!.? ? ? ? ? j. The Two Kings dccccix.? ? ? ? ?
His sides the tamarisk's slenderness deride, so lithe they are, Whence for conceit in his own charms still drunken doth he fare..O friends, the East
wind waxeth, the morning draweth near, iii. 123..Damascus (Noureddin Ali of) and Sitt el Milah, iii. 3..When the king heard their speech, he bade
the crier make proclamation in the thoroughfares of the city that the troops should prepare [for the march] and that the horsemen should mount and
the footmen come forth; nor was it but the twinkling of the eye ere the drums beat and the trumpets sounded; and scarce was the forenoon of the
day passed when the city was blocked with horse and foot. So the king passed them in review and behold, they were four-and-twenty thousand in
number, horsemen and footmen. He bade them go forth to the enemy and gave the commandment over them to Said ibn el Wakidi, a doughty
cavalier and a valiant man of war. So the horsemen set out and fared on along the bank of the Tigris..? ? ? ? ? The pains of long desire have wasted
me away; Estrangement and disdain my body sore have tried..53. King Kelyaad (231) of Hind and his Vizier Shimas dcix.As for the governor, he
wasted all that was with him and returned to the city, where he saw the youth and excused himself to him. Then he questioned him of what had
befallen him and he told him, whereat he marvelled and returned to companionship with him; but the youth ceased to have regard for him and gave
him not stipends, as of his [former] wont, neither discovered to him aught of his secrets. When the governor saw that there was no profit for him
with the young Khorassani, he returned to the king, the ravisher of the damsel, and told him what the chamberlain had done and counselled him to
slay the latter and incited him to recover the damsel, [promising] to give his friend to drink of poison and return. So the king sent for the
chamberlain and upbraided him; whereupon he fell upon him and slew him and the king's servants fell upon the chamberlain and slew him..So
Abdulmelik went away to his house, whither he found that the money had foregone him, and on the morrow Jaafer presented himself before the
Khalif and acquainted him with what had passed and that he had appointed Abdulmelik's son governor of Egypt and had promised him his daughter
in marriage. Er Reshid approved of this and confirmed the appointment and the marriage. [Then he sent for the young man] and he went not forth
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of the palace of the Khalif till he wrote him the patent [of investiture with the government] of Egypt; and he let bring the Cadis and the witnesses
and drew up the contract of marriage..8. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar clxiii.? ? ? ? ? The camel-leader singing came with the belov'd; our
wish Accomplished was and we were quit of all the railers' prate..Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The, iii. 203..? ? ? ? ? Sandhill (132) and
down (133) betwixt there blooms a yellow willow-flower, (134) Pomegranate-blossoms (135) and for fruits pomegranates (136) that doth
bear..Then she wept till her voice rose high and her lamentation was discovered [to those without]; after which she again began to drink and plying
the old man with wine, sang the following verses:.When they came to the palace, King Shehriyar commanded to spread the tables with beasts
roasted [whole] and sweetmeats and all manner viands and bade the crier make proclamation to the folk that they should come up to the Divan and
eat and drink and that this should be a means of reconciliation between him and them. So great and small came up unto him and they abode on that
wise, eating and drinking, seven days with their nights. Then the king shut himself up with his brother and acquainted him with that which had
betided him with the vizier's daughter [Shehrzad] in those three years [which were past] and told him what he had heard from her of saws and
parables and chronicles and pleasant traits and jests and stories and anecdotes and dialogues and histories and odes and verses; whereat King
Shahzeman marvelled with the utterest of marvel and said, "Fain would I take her younger sister to wife, so we may be two own brothers to two
own sisters, and they on likewise be sisters unto us; for that the calamity which befell me was the means of the discovering of that which befell thee
and all this time of three years past I have taken no delight in woman, save that I lie each night with a damsel of my kingdom, and when I arise in
the morning, I put her to death; but now I desire to marry thy wife's sister Dinarzad.".? ? ? ? ? n. The Man who never Laughed again dlxxxvii.? ? ?
? ? "My soul be thy ransom,"quoth I,"for thy grace! Indeed, to the oath that thou swor'st thou wast true.".Then he girt his middle with a
handkerchief and entering, saluted the young merchant, who said to him, 'Where hast thou been?' Quoth he, 'I have done thine errands;' and the
youth said, 'Go and eat and come hither and drink.' So he went away, as he bade him, and ate. Then he washed and returning to the saloon, sat
down on the carpet and fell to talking with them; whereupon the young merchant's heart was comforted and his breast dilated and he addressed
himself to joyance. They abode in the most delightsome life and the most abounding pleasance till a third part of the night was past, when the
master of the house arose and spreading them a bed, invited them to lie down. So they lay down and the youth abode on wake, pondering their
affair, till daybreak, when the woman awoke and said to her companion, 'I wish to go.' So he bade her farewell and she departed; whereupon the
master of the house followed her with a purse of money and gave it to her, saying, 'Blame not my master,' and made his excuse to her for the young
merchant..Now the man who had stolen the clothes and forged a lie against the pious woman, pretending that he was her lover, sickened of a sore
sickness, and his people took him up and set out with him to visit the holy woman, and Destiny brought them all together by the way. So they fared
on, till they came to the city wherein the man dwelt for whom she had paid a thousand dirhems, to deliver him from torment, and found him about
to travel to her, by reason of a sickness that had betided him. So they all fared on together, unknowing that the holy woman was she whom they had
so foully wronged, and ceased not going till they came to her city and foregathered at the gates of her palace, to wit, that wherein was the tomb of
the king's daughter..Then, in his anger, he walled up the door of the granary with clay, and by the ordinance of God the Most High, there came a
great rain and descended from the roofs of the house wherein was the wheat [so that the latter rotted]; and needs must the merchant give the porters
five hundred dirhems from his purse, so they should carry it forth and cast it without the city, for that the smell of it was noisome. So his friend said
to him, 'How often did I tell thee thou hadst no luck in wheat? But thou wouldst not give ear to my speech, and now it behoveth thee to go to the
astrologer and question him of thy star.' Accordingly the merchant betook himself to the astrologer and questioned him of his star, and the
astrologer said to him, 'Thy star is unpropitious. Put not thy hand to any business, for thou wilt not prosper therein.' However, he paid no heed to
the astrologer's words and said in himself, 'If I do my occasion, (103) I am not afraid of aught.' Then he took the other part of his money, after he
had spent therefrom three years, and built [therewith] a ship, which he loaded with all that seemed good to him and all that was with him and
embarked on the sea, so he might travel..Here they halted and took up their lodging with the old man, who questioned the husband of his case and
that of his brother and the reason of their journey, and he said, 'I purpose to go with my brother, this sick man, to the holy woman, her whose
prayers are answered, so she may pray for him and God may make him whole by the blessing of her prayers.' Quoth the villager, 'By Allah, my son
is in a parlous plight for sickness and we have heard that the holy woman prayeth for the sick and they are made whole. Indeed, the folk counsel me
to carry him to her, and behold, I will go in company with you. And they said, 'It is well.' So they passed the night in that intent and on the morrow
they set out for the dwelling of the holy woman, this one carrying his son and that his brother..169. Marouf the Cobbler and his Wife Fatimeh
dcccclxxxix-Mi.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? My pleasant life for loss of friends is troubled aye..The old man laughed at her speech and her verses pleased him.
Then said she to him, "I desire of thee a lute." (38) So he arose and brought her a piece of firewood. Quoth she, "What is that?" And he said, "Didst
thou not bid me bring thee wood?" "I do not want this," answered she, and he rejoined, "What then is it that is called wood, other than this?" She
laughed and said, "The lute is an instrument of music, whereunto I sing." Quoth he, "Where is this thing found and of whom shall I get it for thee?"
And she said, "Of him who gave thee the wine." So he arose and betaking himself to his neighbour the Jew, said to him, "Thou favouredst us
aforetime with the wine; so now complete thy favours and look me out a thing called a lute, to wit, an instrument for singing; for that she seeketh
this of me and I know it not" "Hearkening and obedience," replied the Jew and going into his house, brought him a lute. [The old man took it and
carried it to Sitt el Milah,] whilst the Jew took his drink and sat by a window adjoining the other's house, so he might hear the singing..The Sixth
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Day.When she had made an end of her song, she wept sore, till presently sleep overcame her and she slept..? ? ? ? ? Whenas thou passest by the
dwellings of my love, Greet him for me with peace, a greeting debonair,.? ? ? ? ? Say, by the lightnings of thy teeth and thy soul's pure desire,
Moan'st thou as moan the doves and is thy heart for doubt on fire?.Then said Selim to his sister, 'Know that I am resolved to slay yonder man, if he
return this next night, and I will say to the folk, "He was a thief," and none shall know that which hath befallen. Moreover, I will address myself to
the slaughter of whosoever knoweth that which is between yonder fellow and my mother.' But Selma said, ' I fear lest, if thou slay him in our
dwelling-place and he savour not of robberhood, (69) suspicion will revert upon ourselves, and we cannot be assured but that he belongeth unto
folk whose mischief is to be feared and their hostility dreaded, (70) and thus wilt thou have fled from privy shame to open shame and abiding
public dishonour.' 'How then deemest thou we should do?' asked Selim and she said, 'Is there nothing for it but to slay him? Let us not hasten unto
slaughter, for that the slaughter of a soul without just cause is a grave [matter].'.Now the folk used to go in to her and salute her and crave her
prayers; and it was her wont to pray for none till he had confessed to her his sins, when she would seek pardon for him and pray for him that he
might be healed, and he was straightway made whole of sickness, by permission of God the Most High. [So, when the four sick men were brought
in to her,] she knew them forthright, though they knew her not, and said to them, ' Let each of you confess his sins, so I may crave pardon for him
and pray for him.' And the brother said, 'As for me, I required my brother's wife of herself and she refused; whereupon despite and folly (7)
prompted me and I lied against her and accused her to the townsfolk of adultery; so they stoned her and slew her unjustly and unrighteously; and
this is the issue of unright and falsehood and of the slaying of the [innocent] soul, whose slaughter God hath forbidden.'.Now the king was a very
old man and destiny decreed the ending of his term of life; so he died and when he was buried, the folk assembled and many were the sayings of
the people and of the king's kinsfolk and officers, and they took counsel together to slay the princess and the young pilgrim, saying, 'This fellow
dishonoureth us with yonder strumpet and none accepteth dishonour but the base.' So they fell upon them and slew the princess, without
questioning her of aught; whereupon the pious woman (whom they deemed a boy) said to them, 'Out on ye, O misbelievers I Ye have slain the
pious lady.' Quoth they, 'Lewd fellow that thou art, dost thou bespeak us thus? Thou lovedst her and she loved thee, and we will slay thee without
mercy.' 'God forbid!' answered she, 'Indeed, the affair is the contrary of this.' 'What proof hast thou of that?' asked they, and she said, 'Bring me
women.' So they brought her women, and when they looked on her, they found her a woman..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Old Man's Story vi.? ? ? ? ? O
son of Simeon, give no ear to other than my say. How bitter from the convent 'twas to part and fare away!.? ? ? ? ? Be patient under its calamities,
For all things have an issue soon or late..? ? ? ? ? Thy haters say and those who malice to thee bear A true word, profiting its hearers
everywhere;.When the evening evened, the king sent after the vizier and when he presented himself before him, he required of him the hearing of
the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O illustrious lord, that
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