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SINS OF MOTHERLODE
? ? ? ? ? Yet thou repaidst me with constraint, rigour and perfidy, To which no lover might himself on any wise resign..? ? ? ? ? To his beloved one
the lover's heart's inclined; His soul's a captive slave, in sickness' hands confined..? ? ? ? ? b. The Merchant and his Sons ccccxliv.When Abou
Temam returned with [news of] the accomplishment of his errand and brought the presents and the letter, King Ilan Shah rejoiced in this and
redoubled in showing him honour and made much of him. Some days thereafterward, the king of Turkestan sent his daughter and she went in to
King Ilan Shah, who rejoiced in her with an exceeding joy and Abou Temam's worth was exalted in his sight. When the viziers saw this, they
redoubled in envy and despite and said, 'An we contrive us not a device to rid us of this man, we shall perish of rage.' So they bethought them [and
agreed upon] a device they should practise..Term, Of the Appointed, i. 147..The Second Night of the Month.? ? ? ? ? The sable torrent of her locks
falls down unto her hips; Beware the serpents of her curls, I counsel thee, beware!.When she had made an end of her song, she threw the lute from
her hand and wept, whilst the old man wept for her weeping. Then she fell down in a swoon and presently coming to herself, filled the cup and
drinking it off, gave the old man to drink, after which she took the lute and breaking out into song, chanted the following verses:.Third Officer's
Story, The, ii. 137..? ? ? ? ? Would God upon that bitterest day, when my death calls for me, What's 'twixt thine excrement and blood (50) I still
may smell of thee!.When Aamir heard his lord's verses, he knew that he was a slave of love [and that she of whom he was enamoured abode] in
Baghdad. Then they fared on night and day, traversing plains and stony wastes, till they came in sight of Baghdad and lighted down in its suburbs
(66) and lay the night there. When they arose in the morning, they removed to the bank of the Tigris and there they encamped and sojourned three
days..Then said the Khalif to her, "I lie and my eunuch lieth, and thou liest and thy waiting-woman lieth; so methinks we were best go, all four of
us together, that we may see which of us telleth the truth." Quoth Mesrour, "Come, let us go, that I may put this ill-omened old woman to shame
(37) and deal her a sound drubbing for her lying." And she answered him, saying, "O dotard, is thy wit like unto my wit? Indeed, thy wit is as the
hen's wit." Mesrour was incensed at her words and would have laid violent hands on her, but the Lady Zubeideh warded him off from her and said
to him, "Her sooth-fastness will presently be distinguished from thy sooth-fastness and her leasing from thy leasing.".? ? ? ? ? Ye sleep; by Allah,
sleep comes not to ease my weary lids; But from mine eyes, since ye have passed away, the blood doth rain..At this Queen Kemeriyeh was moved
to exceeding delight and drank off her cup, saying, 'Well done, O queen of hearts!' Moreover, she took off a surcoat of blue brocade, fringed with
red rubies, and a necklace of white jewels, worth an hundred thousand dinars, and gave them to Tuhfeh. Then she passed the cup to her sister
Zelzeleh, who had in her hand sweet basil, and she said to Tuhfeh, 'Sing to me on this sweet basil.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and
improvised and sang the following verses:.Appointed Term, Of the, i. 147..? ? ? ? ? h. The Eighth Officer's Story dccccxxxv.Meanwhile, the
governor returned to the youth, who questioned him of his absence, and he told him that he had been in the city of the king who had taken the
damsel. When the youth heard this, he misdoubted of the governor and never again trusted him in aught, but was still on his guard against him.
Then the governor made great store of sweetmeats and put in them deadly poison and presented them to the youth. When the latter saw the
sweetmeats, he said in himself, 'This is an extraordinary thing of the governor! Needs must there be mischief in this sweetmeat, and I will make
proof of it upon himself.' So he made ready victual and set on the sweetmeat amongst it and bade the governor to his house and set food before
him. He ate and amongst the rest, they brought him the poisoned sweetmeat; so he ate thereof and died forthright; whereby the youth knew that this
was a plot against himself and said, 'He who seeketh his fortune of his own [unaided] might (190) attaineth it not.' Nor (continued the vizier) is this,
O king of the age, more extraordinary than the story of the druggist and his wife and the singer.".? ? ? ? ? Sherik ben Amrou, what device avails the
hand of death to stay? O brother of the brotherless, brother of all th' afflicted, say..When he heard her words, the dregs of the drunkenness wrought
in him and he imagined that he was indeed a Turk. So he went out from her and putting his hand to his sleeve, found therein a scroll and gave it to
one who read it to him. When he heard that which was written in the scroll, his mind was confirmed in the false supposition; but he said in himself,
'Maybe my wife seeketh to put a cheat on me; so I will go to my fellows the fullers; and if they know me not, then am I for sure Khemartekeni the
Turk.' So he betook himself to the fullers and when they espied him afar off, they thought that he was one of the Turks, who used to wash their
clothes with them without payment and give them nothing..The Fourteenth Night of the Month..When came the night, the vizier presented himself
before the king, who bade him relate the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, Out.When it was the sixth day, the
viziers' wrath redoubled, for that they had not compassed their desire of the youth and they feared for themselves from the king; so three of them
went in to him and prostrating themselves before him, said to him, "O king, indeed we are loyal counsellors to thy dignity and tenderly solicitous
for thee. Verily, thou persistest long in sparing this youth alive and we know not what is thine advantage therein. Every day findeth him yet on life
and the talk redoubleth suspicions on thee; so do thou put him to death, that the talk may be made an end of." When the king heard this speech, he
said, "By Allah, indeed, ye say sooth and speak rightly!" Then he let bring the young treasurer and said to him, "How long shall I look into thine
affair and find no helper for thee and see them all athirst for thy blood?".Then, when it was night, she brought her to me, after she had adorned her
and perfumed her, and said to her, "Gainsay not this thy lord in aught that he shall seek of thee." When she came to bed with me, I said in myself,
"Verily, this damsel (216) is more generous than I!" Then I sent away the slave-girl and drew not nigh unto her, but arose forthright and betaking
myself to my wife, lay with her and did away her maidenhead. She straightway conceived by me and accomplishing the time of her pregnancy,
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gave birth to this dear little daughter; in whom I rejoiced, for that she was lovely to the utterest, and she hath inherited her mother's wit and her
father's comeliness..? ? ? ? ? O friends, the East wind waxes, the morning draweth near; A plaintive voice (114) bespeaks me and I rejoice to
hear..64. Haroun er Reshid and the Three Girls dcli.45. The Man who stole the Dog's Dish of Gold cccxl.117. The Righteousness of King
Anoushirwan cccclxiv.All those who were present marvelled at this story with the utmost marvel, and the twelfth officer came forward and said, 'I
will tell you a pleasant trait that I had from a certain man, concerning an adventure that befell him with one of the thieves. (Quoth he).? ? ? ? ? And
dar'dst, O dweller in the tents, to lift thine eyes to me, Hoping by stress to win of me the amorous delight,.37. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Er
Reshid and Jaafer dlv.When the king heard this, drowsiness overcame him and he slept and presently awaking, called for the candles. So they were
lighted and he sat down on his couch and seating Shehrzad by him, smiled in her face. She kissed the earth before him and said, "O king of the age
and lord of the time and the day, extolled be the perfection of [God] the Forgiving One, the Bountiful Giver, who hath sent me unto thee, of His
favour and beneficence, so I have informed thee with longing after Paradise; for that this which thou wast used to do was never done of any of the
kings before thee. As for women, God the Most High [in His Holy Book] maketh mention of them, [whenas He saith, 'Verily, men who submit
[themselves unto God] and women who submit] and true-believing men and true-believing women and obedient men and obedient women and
soothfast men and soothfast women [and long-suffering men and long-suffering women and men who order themselves humbly and women who
order themselves humbly and charitable men and charitable women and men who fast and women who fast] and men who guard their privities and
women who guard their privities [and men who are constantly mindful of God and women who are constantly mindful, God hath prepared unto
them forgiveness and a mighty recompense]. (172).Nor," added the vizier, "is this, O king of the age, more extraordinary or stranger than the story
of the king and his chamberlain's wife; nay, the latter is rarer than this and more delightsome.".As for Aboulhusn, he gave not over sleeping till
God the Most High brought on the morning, when he awoke, crying out and saying, "Ho, Tuffaheh! Ho, Rahet el Culoub! Ho, Miskeh! Ho,
Tuhfeh!" And he gave not over calling upon the slave-girls till his mother heard him calling upon strange damsels and rising, came to him and said,
"The name of God encompass thee! Arise, O my son, O Aboulhusn! Thou dreamest." So he opened his eyes and finding an old woman at his head,
raised his eyes and said to her, "Who art thou?" Quoth she, "I am thy mother;" and he answered, "Thou liest! I am the Commander of the Faithful,
the Vicar of God." Whereupon his mother cried out and said to him, "God preserve thy reason! Be silent, O my son, and cause not the loss of our
lives and the spoiling of thy wealth, [as will assuredly betide,] if any hear this talk and carry it to the Khalif.".Asleep and Awake, i. 5..All this time,
the young Damascene was hearkening, and whiles he likened her voice to that of his slave-girl and whiles he put away from him this thought, and
the damsel had no whit of knowledge of him. Then she broke out again into song and chanted the following verses:.Then said Queen Es Shuhba,
'By Allah, O Sheikh, my sister Tuhfeh is indeed unique among the folk of her time, and I hear that she singeth upon all sweet- scented flowers.'
'Yes, O my lady,' answered Iblis, 'and I am in the utterest of wonderment thereat. But there remaineth somewhat of sweet-scented flowers, that she
hath not besung, such as the myrtle and the tuberose and the jessamine and the moss-rose and the like.' Then he signed to her to sing upon the rest
of the flowers, that Queen Es Shuhba might hear, and she said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and played thereon in many
modes, then returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? And I to you swore that a lover I was; God forbid that with treason
mine oath I ensue!.115. The Malice of Women dcccclxxix.? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.So he went walking in the thoroughfares
of the city and viewing its ordinance and its markets and thoroughfares and gazing on its folk. Presently, Abou Nuwas met him. (Now he was of
those of whom it is said, "They love the fair," (8) and indeed there is said what is said concerning him. (9) When he saw Noureddin Ali, he stared at
him in amazement and exclaimed, "Say, I take refuge with the Lord of the Daybreak!" (10) Then he accosted the young Damascene and saluting
him, said to him, "Why do I see my lord alone and forlorn? Meseemeth thou art a stranger and knowest not this country; so, with my lord's
permission, I will put myself at his service and acquaint him with the streets, for that I know this city." Quoth Noureddin, "This will be of thy
favour, O uncle." Whereat Abou Nuwas rejoiced and fared on with him, showing him the markets and thoroughfares, till they came to the house of
a slave-dealer, where he stopped and said to the youth, "From what city art thou?" "From Damascus," answered Noureddin; and Abou Nuwas said,
"By Allah, thou art from a blessed city, even as saith of it the poet in the following verses:.When a year had elapsed, there came to the city a ship,
wherein were merchants and goods galore. Now it was of their usance, from time immemorial, that, when there came a ship to the city, the king
sent unto it such of his servants as he trusted in, who took charge of the goods, so they might be [first of all] shown to the king, who bought such of
them as befitted him and gave the merchants leave to sell the rest. So he sent, as of wont, one who should go up to the ship and seal up the goods
and set over them who should keep watch over them..Presently, the mother of the two boys, finding that they tarried from her, went searching for
them, till she came to the ship and fell to saying, 'Who hath seen two boys of mine? Their fashion is thus and thus and their age thus and thus.'
When they heard her words, they said, 'This is the description of the two boys who were drowned in the sea but now.' Their mother heard and fell
to calling on them and saying, 'Alas, my anguish for your loss, O my sons! Where was the eye of your father this day, that it might have seen you?'
Then one of the crew questioned her, saying, 'Whose wife art thou?' And she answered, 'I am the wife of such an one the merchant. I was on my
way to him, and there hath befallen me this calamity.' When the merchant heard her speech, he knew her and rising to his feet, rent his clothes and
buffeted his head and said to his wife, 'By Allah, I have destroyed my children with mine own hand! This is the end of whoso looketh not to the
issues of affairs.' Then he fell a-wailing and weeping over them, he and his wife, and he said, 'By Allah, I shall have no ease of my life, till I light
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upon news of them!' And he betook himself to going round about the sea, in quest of them, but found them not..Man who was lavish of House and
Victual to One whom he knew not, The, i 293..When the evening evened, the king sent for the vizier to his privy sitting chamber and bade him
[tell] the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. They avouch, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? Lo, in my heart the heat of every heart burns
high And in mine eyes unite the tears of every eye..Then he dealt the boy a cuff and he let go his ear, whereupon Aboulhusn put off his clothes and
abode naked, with his yard and his arse exposed, and danced among the slave-girls. They bound his hands and he wantoned among them, what
while they [well-nigh] died of laughing at him and the Khalif swooned away for excess of laughter. Then he came to himself and going forth to
Aboulhusn, said to him, "Out on thee, O Aboulhusn! Thou slayest me with laughter." So he turned to him and knowing him, said to him, "By
Allah, it is thou slayest me and slayest my mother and slewest the sheikhs and the Imam of the Mosque!".She comes in a robe the colour of
ultramarine, iii. 190..? ? ? ? ? Would we may live together and when we come to die, God grant the death-sleep bring me within her tomb to lie!.92.
The Foolish Schoolmaster cccciii.? ? ? ? ? Whose wits (like mine, alack!) thou stalest and whose hearts With shafts from out thine eyes bewitching
thou didst smite..Therewith the king was filled with wrath and said, "Bring him forthright," So they brought the youth before him, shackled, and the
king said to him, "Out on thee! Thou hast sinned a great sin and the time of thy life hath been long; (112) but needs must we put thee to death, for
that there is for us no ease in thy life after this," "O king," answered he, "know that I, by Allah, am guiltless, and by reason of this I hope for life,
for that he who is guiltless of offence goeth not in fear of punishment neither maketh great his mourning and his concern; but whoso hath sinned,
needs must his sin be expiated upon him, though his life be prolonged, and it shall overtake him, even as it overtook Dadbin the king and his
vizier." "How was that?" asked Azadbekht, and the youth said,.Meanwhile, they carried the damsel into the Commander of the Faithful and she
pleased him; so he assigned her a lodging of the apartments of choice. She abode in the palace, eating not neither drinking and ceasing not from
weeping night nor day, till, one night, the Khalif sent for her to his sitting-chamber and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, be of good heart and cheerful
eye, for I will make thy rank higher than [any of] the concubines and thou shall see that which shall rejoice thee." She kissed the earth and wept;
whereupon the Khalif called for her lute and bade her sing. So she improvised and sang the following verses, in accordance with that which was in
her heart:.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Calender's Story xii.Ilan Shah and Abou Temam, Story of, i. 126..38. The Lover who feigned himself a Thief to
save his Mistress's Honour dlvii.Then he sent for the old man, the Muezzin, and when the messenger came to him and told him that the
Commander of the Faithful sought him, he feared the denunciation of the damsel and accompanied him to the palace, walking and letting wind (44)
as he went, whilst all who passed him by laughed at him. When he came into the presence of the Commander of the Faithful, he fell a-trembling
and his tongue was embarrassed, [so that he could not speak]. The Khalif laughed at him and said to him, "O elder, thou hast done no offence; so
[why] fearest thou?" "O my lord," answered the old man (and indeed he was in the sorest of that which may be of fear,) "by the virtue of thy pure
forefathers, indeed I have done nought, and do thou enquire of my conduct." The Khalif laughed at him and ordering him a thousand dinars,
bestowed on him a sumptuous dress of honour and made him chief of the Muezzins in his mosque..One day, as I was thus feigning sleep, I felt a
hand in my lap, and in it a magnificent purse. So I seized the hand and behold, it was that of a fair woman. Quoth I to her, "O my lady, who art
thou?" And she said, "Rise [and come away] from here, that I may make myself known to thee." So I arose and following her, fared on, without
tarrying, till she stopped at the door of a lofty house, whereupon quoth I to her,"O my lady, who art thou? Indeed, thou hast done me kindness, and
what is the reason of this?" "By Allah," answered she, "O Captain Mum, I am a woman on whom desire and longing are sore for the love of the
daughter of the Cadi Amin el Hukm. Now there was between us what was and the love of her fell upon my heart and I agreed with her upon
meeting, according to possibility and convenience. But her father Amin el Hukm took her and went away, and my heart cleaveth to her and
love-longing and distraction are sore upon me on her account.".Now in that town was a man of good breeding and large generosity, a merchant of
condition, young of years and bright of face, who had come to that town from his own country with great store of merchandise and wealth galore.
He took up his abode therein and the place was pleasant to him and he was lavish in expenditure, so that he came to the end of all his good and
there remained with him nothing save that which was upon him of raiment. So he left the lodging wherein he had abidden in the days of his
affluence, after he had wasted (260) that which was therein of furniture, and fell to harbouring in the houses of the townsfolk from night to
night..?STORY OF THE KING OF HIND AND HIS VIZIER..When El Melik ez Zahir heard Muineddin's story, he marvelled thereat Then rose
another officer and said, 'O lord, bear what befell me in bygone days..Then they drew up the contract of marriage and the merchant said, "I desire to
go in to her this night." So they carried her to him in procession that very night, and he prayed the prayer of eventide and entered the privy chamber
prepared for him; but, when he lifted the veil from the face of the bride and looked, he saw a foul face and a blameworthy aspect; yea, he beheld
somewhat the like whereof may God not show thee! loathly, dispensing from description, inasmuch as there were reckoned in her all legal defects.
(259) So he repented, whenas repentance availed him not, and knew that the girl had cheated him. However, he lay with the bride, against his will,
and abode that night sore troubled in mind, as he were in the prison of Ed Dilem. (260) Hardly had the day dawned when he arose from her and
betaking himself to one of the baths, dozed there awhile, after which he made the ablution of defilement (261) and washed his clothes. Then he
went out to the coffee-house and drank a cup of coffee; after which he returned to his shop and opening the door, sat down, with discomfiture and
chagrin written on his face..The company marvelled at this story and the ninth officer came forward and said, 'I will tell you a right goodly story I
heard at a wedding..Officer's Story, The Fourth, ii. 142..When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier and required of him the
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[promised] story; so he said, "It is well. Know, O king, that.When she had made an end of her song, Queen Es Shuhba arose and said, 'Never heard
I from any the like of this.' And she drew Tuhfeh to her and fell to kissing her. Then she took leave of her and flew away; and all the birds took
flight with her, so that they walled the world; whilst the rest of the kings tarried behind..Moreover, he assembled the sages and the theologians and
the sons of the kings and devised with them and asked them questions and problems and examined with them into many things of all fashions that
might direct him to well-doing in the kingly office; and he questioned them also of subtleties and religious obligations and of the laws of the
kingdom and the fashions of administration and of that which it behoveth the king to do of looking into the affairs of the people and repelling the
enemy [from the realm] and fending off his malice with war; wherefore the people's contentment redoubled and their joy in that which God the
Most High had vouchsafed them of his elevation to the kingship over them. So he upheld the ordinance of the realm and the affairs thereof abode
established upon the accepted customs..Then they spread him a prayer-carpet and he prayed. Now he knew not how to pray and gave not over
bowing and prostrating himself, [till he had prayed the prayers] of twenty inclinations, (21) pondering in himself the while and saying, "By Allah, I
am none other than the Commander of the Faithful in very sooth! This is assuredly no dream, for all these things happen not in a dream." And he
was convinced and determined in himself that he was Commander of the Faithful; so he pronounced the Salutation (22) and made an end (23) of
his prayers; whereupon the slaves and slave-girls came round about him with parcels of silk and stuffs (24) and clad him in the habit of the
Khalifate and gave him the royal dagger in his hand. Then the chief eunuch went out before him and the little white slaves behind him, and they
ceased not [going] till they raised the curtain and brought him into the hall of judgment and the throne-room of the Khalifate. There he saw the
curtains and the forty doors and El Ijli and Er Recashi (25) and Ibdan and Jedim and Abou Ishac (26) the boon-companions and beheld swords
drawn and lions (27) encompassing [the throne] and gilded glaives and death-dealing bows and Persians and Arabs and Turks and Medes and folk
and peoples and Amirs and viziers and captains and grandees and officers of state and men of war, and indeed there appeared the puissance of the
house of Abbas (28) and the majesty of the family of the Prophet..? ? ? ? ? When from your land the breeze I scent that cometh, as I were A reveller
bemused with wine, to lose my wits I'm fain..Baghdad, El Abbas and the King's Daughter of, iii. 53..So saying, he took leave of the woman and her
husband and set out, intending for Akil, his father's brother's son. Now there was between Baghdad and Akil's abiding-place forty days' journey; so
El Abbas settled himself on the back of his courser and his servant Aamir mounted also and they fared forth on their way. Presently, El Abbas
turned right and left and recited the following verses:.Now he had a friend, who pretended to quickwittedness and understanding; so he came up to
him privily and said to him, 'Let me do, so I may put the change on this trickster, for I know him to be a liar and thou art near upon having to pay
the money; but I will turn suspicion from thee and say to him, "The deposit is with me and thou erredst in imagining that it was with other than
myself," and so divert him from thee.' 'Do so,' replied the merchant, 'and rid the folk of their [false] debts.'.When the company heard this story, they
marvelled thereat with the utmost wonderment. Then the fifth officer, who was the lieutenant of the bench, (113) came forward and said, '[This is]
no wonder and there befell me that which is rarer and more extraordinary than this..Now Ilmeddin Senjer was at that time Master of Police and he
was a man of experience, well versed in affairs: so the king sent for him and when he came before him, he discovered to him that which was in his
mind. Quoth Ilmeddin Senjer, 'I will do my endeavour for that which our lord the Sultan seeketh.' Then he arose and returning to his house,
summoned the captains of the watch and the lieutenants of police and said to them, 'Know that I purpose to marry my son and make him a
bride-feast, and it is my wish that ye assemble, all of you, in one place. I also will be present, I and my company, and do ye relate that which ye
have heard of extraordinary occurrences and that which hath betided you of experiences.' And the captains and sergeants and agents of police made
answer to him, saying, 'It is well: in the name of God! We will cause thee see all this with thine eyes and hear it with thine ears.' Then the master of
police arose and going up to El Melik ez Zahir, informed him that the assembly would take place on such a day at his house; and the Sultan said, 'It
is well,' and gave him somewhat of money for his expenses..139. Khuzeimeh ben Bishr and Ikrimeh el Feyyas dclxxxii.Fuller and his Wife, The, i.
261..The Seventh Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? Full many a man incited me to infidelity, But I refused, for all the talk wherewith they set on
me..Relief of God, Of the Speedy, i. 174..? ? ? ? ? Brother of En Numan, with thee lies an old man's anguish to allay, A graybeard slain, may God
make fair his deeds upon the Reckoning-Day!.33. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Barber-Surgeon dxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? g. The Crows and the Hawk
dcxiii.41. Ali Shar and Zumurrud cccvii.THE TWO KINGS AND THE VIZIER'S DAUGHTERS. (154).Woman, The Thief and the, i. 278..112.
Aboulhusn and his Slave-girl Taweddud ccccxxxvi.The Twelfth Night of the Month..When Hafizeh had made an end of her song, El Abbas said to
her, "Well done! Indeed, thou quickenest hearts from sorrows." Then he called another damsel of the daughters of the Medes, by name Merjaneh,
and said to her, "O Merjaneh, sing to me upon the days of separation." "Hearkening and obedience," answered she and improvising, sang the
following verses:.When Bekhtzeman heard this, he awoke from his heedlessness and said, 'Extolled be the perfection of God the Great! O king, this
is my case and my story, nothing added and nought diminished, for I am King Bekhtzeman and all this happened to me; wherefore I will seek the
gate of God['s mercy] and repent unto Him.' So he went forth to one of the mountains and there worshipped God awhile, till one night, as he slept,
one appeared to him in a dream and said to him, 'O Bekhtzeman, God accepteth thy repentance and openeth on thee [the gate of succour] and will
further thee against thine enemy.' When he was certified of this in the dream, he arose and turned back, intending for his own city; and when he
drew near thereunto, he saw a company of the king's retainers, who said to him, 'Whence art thou? We see that thou art a stranger and fear for thee
from this king, for that every stranger who enters this city, he destroys him, of his fear of King Bekhtzeman.' Quoth Bekhtzeman, 'None shall hurt
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him nor advantage him save God the Most High.' And they answered, saying, 'Indeed, he hath a vast army and his heart is fortified in the multitude
of his troops.'.FIROUZ AND HIS WIFE (175).Tither, The Unjust King and the, i. 273..Now the king of the Greeks heard tell of the damsel (132)
and of the beauty and grace wherewith she was gifted, wherefore his heart clave to her and he sent to seek her in marriage of Suleiman Shah, who
could not refuse him. So he arose and going in to Shah Khatoun, said to her, 'O my daughter, the king of the Greeks hath sent to me to seek thee in
marriage. What sayst thou?' She wept and answered, saying, 'O king, how canst thou find it in thy heart to bespeak me thus? Abideth there husband
for me, after the son of my uncle?' 'O my daughter,' rejoined the king, 'it is indeed as thou sayest; but let us look to the issues of affairs. Needs must
I take account of death, for that I am an old man and fear not but for thee and for thy little son; and indeed I have written to the king of the Greeks
and others of the kings and said, "His uncle slew him," and said not that he [hath recovered and] is living, but concealed his affair. Now hath the
king of the Greeks sent to demand thee in marriage, and this is no thing to be refused and fain would we have our back strengthened with him."
(133) And she was silent and spoke not..The news came to the rest of the kings; so they [flew after him and] overtaking him, found him full of
trouble and fear, with fire issuing from his nostrils, and said to him, 'O Sheikh Aboultawaif, what is to do?' Quoth he, 'Know that Meimoun hath
carried off Tuhfeh from my palace and outraged mine honour.' When they heard this, they said, 'There is no power and no virtue but in God the
Most High, the Supreme! By Allah, he hath ventured upon a grave matter and indeed he destroyeth himself and his people!' Then the Sheikh Iblis
gave not over flying till he fell in with the tribes of the Jinn, and there gathered themselves together unto him much people, none may tell the tale
of them save God the Most High. So they came to the Fortress of Copper and the Citadel of Lead, (238) and the people of the strongholds saw the
tribes of the Jinn issuing from every steep mountain-pass and said, 'What is to do?' Then Iblis went in to King Es Shisban and acquainted him with
that which had befallen, whereupon quoth he, 'May God destroy Meimoun and his folk! He thinketh to possess Tuhfeh, and she is become queen of
the Jinn! But have patience till we contrive that which befitteth in the matter of Tuhfeh.' Quoth Iblis, 'And what befitteth it to do?' And Es Shisban
said, *We will fall upon him and slay him and his people with the sword.'.? ? ? ? ? Come, then, companions mine, rejoice with me and say, "All
hail to thee, O friend, and welcome fair and fain!".? ? ? ? ? Yea, he thou lov'st shall be hard-hearted, recking not Of fortune's turns or fate's
caprices, in his pride..? ? ? ? ? Thy presence honoureth us and we Confess thy magnanimity;.King (The Unjust) and the Tither, i. 273..So, when
they entered with the folk and had prostrated themselves before the king and given him joy and he had raised their rank, [they sat down]. Now it
was the custom of the folk to salute and go forth, so, when they sat down, the king knew that they had a word that they would fain say. So he turned
to them and said, "Ask your need." And the viziers also were present. Accordingly, they bespoke him with all that these latter had taught them and
the viziers also spoke with them; and Azadbekht said to them, "O folk, I know that this your speech, there is no doubt of it, proceedeth from love
and loyal counsel to me, and ye know that, were I minded to slay half these folk, I could avail to put them to death and this would not be difficult to
me; so how shall I not slay this youth and he in my power and under the grip of my hand? Indeed, his crime is manifest and he hath incurred pain
of death and I have only deferred his slaughter by reason of the greatness of the offence; for, if I do this with him and my proof against him be
strengthened, my heart is healed and the heart of the folk; and if I slay him not to-day, his slaughter shall not escape me to-morrow.".? ? ? ? ? i. The
Spider and the Wind dccccviii.? ? ? ? ? g. King Bihkerd cccclxiv.(continued).
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