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The brave girl, the brave heart." The mare put her head down and shivered all over with relief..them nights, brooding on where and how he might
extend his empire..He drank a mug of beer down in one draft, and the girls with him watched the muscles in his strong.Hound nodded, as if its
location was all that had interested him in Roke..he come here, is what you have to ask." "To cure the beasts," Gift said.."Mars?"."Give me my
name, Rose," the girl said..himself. It did not fit him. Nothing about him fit together, made a whole. Yet she felt no.went by. Only at a crossroads
an old donkey grazing a stony pasture came over to the wooden fence.were moonshine. Obsessed with tricking the girl, he had fallen into the trap
he laid for her..He sat up, sat still..hands..with the pines. Some good wood for furniture could be salvaged from them..Medra took her hand and put
his forehead against it. Telling his story he had kept back tears. He.stream that came out of the woods to join the little river running down to the
bay, Medra camped.very little else. It surprised him a little. He thought he ought to be homesick, to think about.They walked a half-mile or so. The
Knoll rose up full in the western sun on their right. Behind them the School sprawled grey and many-roofed on its lower hill. The grove of trees
towered before them now. She saw oak and willow, chestnut and ash, and tall evergreens. From the dense, sun-shot darkness of the trees a stream
ran out, green-banked, with many brown trodden places where cattle and sheep went down to drink or to cross over. They had come through the
stile from a pasture where fifty or sixty sheep grazed the short, bright turf, and now stood near the stream. That house," said the mage, pointing to a
low, moss-ridden roof half-hidden by the afternoon shadows of the trees. "Stay tonight. You will?"."Are you hurt too?".substance but of dizzying
motion. Rushing upward, enormous fountains of a liquid denser than.and the bush-beans. She looked at the Doorkeeper; he smiled a little. She
followed the pale-haired.After this struggle, the line of the Kargish kings continued in Hupun, nominally honored but.have found a midwife or a
wise woman or a sorcerer who knew the sign of the Hand and would help.along beside the wall, very thin, insubstantial, bone, shadow. But she was
not the dying woman in.Dulse knew no transformation that was irrevocable, no spell that could not be unsaid, except the Word of Unbinding,
which is spoken only once.."Yes," she said. "I'm sorry." Her hand was still on his knee. She said, "We can make love if you."Then should we go to
Gont?" said the Herbal, caught in Azver's passion. "Sparrowhawk is there.".dragon hunters, but they withdrew from their encroachments on
peopled islands and peaceful.beginning of time, is presumably an infinite language, as it names all things.."Just for the food and the fire, you know,
the peat costs so much now," she was saying, and then.that bears garnets. All under this part of the city is that rock. I don't know the
names."."There's bread," Ayo said, and Mead hurried to pack hard bread and hard cheese and walnuts into a pouch made of a sheep's stomach.
They were very poor people. They gave him what they had. So Anieb had done..teaching. As she walked, she listened to the leaves when the wind
rustled them or stormed in the."Where old Early went with the great fleet. I see. Friends there. Well, I know one of the ships is.understand a thing.
Not a thing. It was they who had changed..child appeared from under a bush where he had been asleep and trailed after the ewe, of whom he.Otter
was slow to recover, to heal. The bonesetter did what he could about his broken arm and his.quicksilver and spoke it through him.."Who told you
about it?".was silent, and Otter watched him with staring intensity, still trying to understand..He strode from the house, turned, and set a fire spell
on it so that it burst into flames, thatch and walls and every window spouting fire. Women ran out of it screaming. They had been hiding no doubt
in the back room; he paid them no attention. "Hound," he thought. He spoke the summoning, using Hound's true name, and the old man came to
him as he was bound to do. He was sullen, though, and said, "I was in the tavern, down the way there, you could have said my use-name and I'd
have come."."Oh, are you a teller? Oh, why didn't you say so to begin with! Is that what you are then? I wondered, it being winter and all, and you
being on the roads. But with that horse, I thought you must be a merchant. Can you tell me a story? It would be the joy of my life, and the longer
the better! But drink your soup first, and let me sit down to hear..."."There are good men there," he said. "Great and wise the Archmage certainly
was. But he's gone. And the Masters . . . Some hold aloof, following arcane knowledge, seeking ever more patterns, ever more names, but using
their knowledge for nothing. Others hide their ambition under the grey cloak of wisdom. Roke is no longer where power is in Earthsea. That's the
Court in Havnor, now. Roke lives on its great past, defended by a thousand spells against the present day. And inside those spell-walls, what is
there? Quarrelling ambitions, fear of anything new, fear of young men who challenge the power of the old. And at the centre, nothing. An empty
courtyard. The Archmage will never return.".That had always been his word for evil doings, spells for gain, curses, black magic: "sticky
stuff.".vaster clarity. Sky and earth were all one grey, but before them and above them, very high, over a.connection, he knew Hound had been on a
true track again.."Got that from under Losen's nose too," he said to Tern. "Come have a look at it! It belonged to a.That was a leap in the darkness.
Which of them had said it?.they have to be, dealing with such powers and evils as they do. But he is a true man, and kind.".down, the mouth closed,
the spirit listening.."Perhaps I am wrong," said Hemlock in his dry, flat voice. "Your gift may be for Pattern. Or perhaps it's an ordinary gift for
shaping and transformation. I'm not certain."."Your name is beautiful, Irioth," she said after a while. "I never knew my husband's true name..old,
but that was nonsense. He was in his prime. The oldest trees, past bearing, ought to come out.For a half millennium or longer, men ambitious to
work the great spells of magery bound themselves to absolute chastity, enforced by self-cast spells. At the school on Roke, the students lived under
this spell of chastity from the time they entered the Great House and, if they became wizards, for the rest of their lives..teaches. Maybe it's not a
way of keeping the power pure, but of keeping the power to themselves..said, "Let us have the witch.".trembling, like a hound that wants to chase
but cannot find the scent. He was at a loss. There was.Mead looked at her sister. "Then it's time we talked a bit to you," she said, sitting down
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across the hearth from him. Ayo stood by the table, silent. A good fire burned in the hearth. It was a wet, cold time, and firewood was one thing
they had plenty of, here on the mountain..called him. The sparkweed, past flowering, cast its ashes on the wind. There were streaks of grey.against
his arm. He asked her who she was, and what they had done, and how they had done it, but.the background, making do with slaves and
prentices..GOLDEN WAS immensely happy and quite unconscious of it. "Old man's got his jewel back," said the carter to the forester. "Sweet as
new butter, he is." Golden, unaware of being sweet, thought only how sweet life was. He had bought the Reche grove, at a very stiff price to be
sure, but at least old Lowbough of Easthill hadn't got it, and now he and Diamond could develop it as it ought to be developed. In among the
chestnuts there were a lot of pines, which could be felled and sold for masts and spars and small lumber, and replanted with chestnut seedlings. It
would in time be a pure stand like the Big Grove, the heart of his chestnut kingdom. In time, of course. Oak and chestnut don't shoot up overnight
like alder and willow. But there was time. There was time, now. The boy was barely seventeen, and he himself just forty-five. In his prime. He had
been feeling old, but that was nonsense. He was in his prime. The oldest trees, past bearing, ought to come out with the pines. Some good wood for
furniture could be salvaged from them.."My mother was born in Endlane, round by Faliern Forest," Otter said. "Do you know that town?.him,
stroke him, and he purred louder; behind him flashed another pair of eyes, another lion, no,.HE SPENT THE NIGHT in their old place in the
sallows. Maybe he hoped she would come, but she did not come, and he soon slept in sheer weariness. He woke in the first, cold light. He sat up
and thought. He looked at life in that cold light. It was a different matter from what he had believed it. He went down to the stream in which he had
been named. He drank, washed his hands and face, made himself look as decent as he could, and went up through the town to the fine house at the
high end, his father's house.."I couldn't. They'd know. I couldn't even get in. There's the Doorkeeper, you said. I don't know.It was far more
convenient to him that Losen should be king than that he himself should rule.There they fished for whales, as they still do. That was a trade he
wanted no part of. Their ships stank and their town stank. He disliked going aboard a slave ship, but the only vessel going out of Geath to the east
was a galley carrying whale oil to O Port. He had heard talk of the Closed Sea, south and east of O, where there were rich isles, little known, that
had no commerce with the lands of the Inmost Sea. What he sought might be there. So he went as a weatherworker on the galley, which was rowed
by forty slaves..her name, while he walked to meet her. He made out the big head more by touch than sight, stroking.and further weakness among
us. I will speak no longer and say nothing else in her presence. The.refused, and I quickly left the artificial cave, gritting my teeth, as if I had
somehow been insulted.."Avert!" Irian blurted out, making the sign to prevent word from becoming deed. None of the men smiled, and the Herbal
belatedly made the same gesture.."Nobody can do more than that," said Rose..defend theirs with spells. Morred could not even begin to fight his
Enemy until he saw his Enemy's.Knowing the Enemy's name, he was able to counter his enchantments and drive him from Enlad,."Thank you for
these and the shoes," he said, and thanking her for the gift, remembered her use-.looked up at her face. No thought was clear in her mind, but words
repeated themselves: I could go.This speech, innate to dragons, can be learned by human beings. Some few people are born with an untaught
knowledge of at least some words of the Language of the Making. The teaching of it is the heart of the teaching of magic..For Golden looked on the
Art Magic with genuine humility as something quite beyond him -- not a mere toy, such as music or tale-telling, but a practical business, which his
business could never quite equal. And he was, though he wouldn't have put it that way, afraid of wizards. A bit contemptuous of sorcerers, with
their sleights and illusions and gibble-gabble, but afraid of wizards..still depths, a colorless, vast emptiness like the clear sky before sunrise..playing
and delaying. But now that I've come, you serve me, and have nothing to be afraid of. And."Yes," she said uncertainly.."Here he is," said Azver,
and the Doorkeeper was there, his smooth, yellowish-brown face tranquil as ever..little to lose. The wise man and wise woman, trusted and held in
reverence, gave way to the stock."Hu-hu-hu," said the owl, under her window, and then it said, "Darkrose!" Startled from her.Irioth tried to say he
did not want a quarrel. He tried to say that there was work for two. He.head and he would practice it mentally on the harp in his mind, and so drift
off to sleep..weakness proved he was not dangerous. Some talents were best not left to run wild, but there was.His father had named him Banner of
War. He had come west, leaving all he knew behind him, and had.At that, the witch stopped walking. She hissed like a cat. "Tell anyone?".He had
been walking almost asleep. The pallor of the werelight had faded, drowned in a fainter,.him as he was said to use people, emptying their minds
like little sacks, then everyone on Roke.I did not understand..notion of actually getting her into the School on Roke disguised as a man, there was
little chance.ONE."To everyone?".the limited habitable land available to them. Famine is unknown and poverty seldom acute..Taking me
there?"."Do people still live there?" Medra asked, and the master said, "Witches," while his brother said, "Worm eaters."."He lived always on
Roke, for it's there that all knowledge of magic comes and is kept. And he had.He stood in the locked room in the dark and knew he would go free,
because he was already free. A storm of praise ran through him..spoke in the Making.".had of bold strategy, firm leadership, and utter cruelty; and
they credited him with powers he had.something inside me kept repeating: So even time has changed. That somehow did me in. I saw."I guess he
did. Another curer came up this way, a fellow that's been by here before. Doesn't."Obviously," he replied with a certain caution..Diamond's head
and sang themselves over and over: knowledge, or-der, and contro-----.....richest lands of the old domain. His father, more interested in vines and
orchards than in."She's going there, to the wall, and I can't go with her," she said. "She's going alone and I."Well, well, well," he said to his wife,
frequently, "all rosy again, eh? Got the apple of your eye back home, eh? No more moping, eh?"
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