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"I'll show you. So help me!".Tell me what it is, this bet. . . or whatever.".nonexistent room behind glass, an enormous male head sang without
sound; I saw the dark read.acts. Only in the syntax of the Old Speech, however, and only as spoken or written by a wizard,.The boy nodded
once.."No," Azver said, but could say nothing else. He held his staff of willow, but it was only wood in.He tried to remember how to make light.
Anieb said to him, plaintively, "Can't you make the light?" But he could not. He crawled in the dark till the sound of water was loud and the rocks
under him were wet, and groped till his hand found water. He drank, and tried to crawl away from the wet rocks afterward, because he was very
cold. One arm hurt and had no strength in it..He had always remembered that. He remembered it now, when he looked across the hearth, winter
evenings, at the dark face bent above a lore-book or a shirt that needed mending. The eyes cast down, the mouth closed, the spirit listening..If
Elfarran be not my own, I will unsay Segoy's word,."Not in the School," the Doorkeeper said, smiling..were moonshine. Obsessed with tricking the
girl, he had fallen into the trap he laid for her..them had been neither the name of semen nor the name of quicksilver. But his lips parted, his.old
men after all! he thought, and grinned at the thought, and slept..they gagged him and bound his arms behind him. "Now you won't weave charms
nor speak spells,.go tell him that, if you like!" And so on. Old Daisy went back to her kitchen and old Coney went.He heard behind him the next
tune start up, the viol alone, strong and sad as a tenor voice:."I'll ask them their name," Medra said. He smiled. "If they'll tell me, they can come in.
And when they think they've learned everything, they can go out again. If they can tell me my name.".The Equilibrium," she said, accepting all he
said in its simplest sense, as always..Her breath stuck in her throat. She gasped a little for air. When she recovered herself she saw."Yes," said
Ember. "We must hide, and forever if need be. Because there's nothing left but being killed and killing, beyond these shores. You say it, and I
believe it.".mind he could see, and think. And he began to see that the wizard, completely certain of.Suddenly she looked at me, her cheeks
darkened, it was a blush..Dragonfly rolled her head round on her neck, stretching till the vertebrae cracked, stretching out.When (in the year 440,
by Hardic count) Erreth-Akbe came to make peace between the Archipelago and the Kargad Lands, bearing the Bond Ring as pledge of his king's
sincerity, he came to Hupun as the capital of the Kargad Empire and treated with King Thoreg as its ruler..hollow cavern and the lode of
cinnabar..gleamed below, on either side opened passageways in buildings; beneath a tree with blue leaves -.The four Kargad islands are mostly arid
in climate but fertile when watered and cultivated. The.said, and Azver nodded..fire steadily moving through the air: SOAMO SOAMO SOAMO, a
pause, a bluish flash, and then.sorcerer, and a jealousy of him, but above all contempt. He was old, other, not one of them. Fear.Ordinary Hardic,
for matters of government or business or personal messages or to record history, tales, and songs, is written in the characters properly called Hardic
runes. Most Archipelagans learn a few hundred to several thousand of these characters as a major part of their few years of schooling. Spoken or
written, Hardic is useless for casting spells.."What have you got there?".in which the name of a thing is the thing..Then he was back in himself,
with the fierce hurt in his arm and hip and head, sick and dizzy in."There's not much worth much in my life," she said, gazing down at the
pavement. "All I know how.destroying sweetness, sinking into an annihilating embrace, dreams in which she was something.alone, I would have
chosen this broad artery, because in the distance blazed the letters TO THE."Gentlemen, I'm looking for a hotel. Where is there. . .?".She came
there. She came to me, not in the body, and guided me to the track. She was only twelve.He was gone several days. When he returned, riding in a
horse-drawn cart, he had such a look about him that Otter's sister hurried in to tell him, "Hound's won a battle or a fortune! He's riding behind a city
horse, in a city cart, like a prince!".for them. But when some of the young men started after them, there was no path..but religious and secular
power was henceforth in the hands of the Godking, chosen (often with.not as a statement but with intention to act, reinforced by voice and
gesture-in a spell-does the.there was a light that was not werelight. He went forward. He had been crawling for a long time.All we know of ancient
times in Earthsea is to be found in poems and songs, passed down orally for centuries before they were ever written. The Creation of Ea, the oldest
and most sacred poem, is at least two thousand years old in the Hardic language; its original version may have existed millennia before that. Its
thirty-one stanzas tell how Segoy raised the islands of Earthsea in the beginning of time and made all beings by naming them in the Language of
the Making-the language in which the poem was first spoken..For Golden looked on the Art Magic with genuine humility as something quite
beyond him -- not a mere toy, such as music or tale-telling, but a practical business, which his business could never quite equal. And he was,
though he wouldn't have put it that way, afraid of wizards. A bit contemptuous of sorcerers, with their sleights and illusions and gibble-gabble, but
afraid of wizards..answers, and said nothing.."That's right, little servant, well done," Gelluk said to her in his tender voice. "Give your dross to the
fire and it will be transformed into the living silver, the light of the moon. Is it not a wonderful thing," he went on, drawing Otter away and back
down the spiral stair, "how from what is most base comes what is most noble? That is a great principle of the art! From the vile Red Mother is born
the Allking. From the spittle of a dying slave is made the silver Seed of Power.".runes. To write in the True Runes, as to speak the Old Speech, is to
guarantee the truth of what.The Creation of Ea contains no clear references to an original unity and eventual separation of dragons and humans, but
this may be because the poem in its presumed original form, in the Language of the Making, dated back to a time before the separation. The best
evidence in the poem for the common origin of dragons and humans is the archaic Hardic word in it that is commonly understood as "people" or
"human beings," alath. This word is by etymology (from the True Runes Atl and Htha) "word-beings," "those who say words," and therefore could
mean, or include, dragons. Sometimes the word used is alherath, "true-word-beings," "those who say true words," speakers of the True Speech.
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This could mean human wizards, or dragons, or both. In the arcane Lore of Paln, it is said, that word is used to mean both wizard and
dragon..HOUND STAYED IN ENDLANE. He could make a living as a finder there, and he liked the tavern, and Otter's mother's hospitality..It
would be Berry at the door, though why he knocked she didn't know. "Come in, you fool!" she said, and he knocked again, and she put down her
mending and went to the door. "Can you be drunk already?" she said, and then saw him..Palace, rotting, while six warlords quarreled over his
kingdom, and the ships of the great fleet.If written down, spells are written in the True Runes, sometimes with some admixture of the Hardic runes.
To write in the True Runes, as to speak the Old Speech, is to guarantee the truth of what one says-if one is human. Human beings cannot lie in that
language. Dragons can; or so the dragons say; and if they are lying, does that not prove that what they say is true?.was nominally in charge
although she was older, larger, better fed, and probably wiser than he."I'd tell you mine," she said. "If that... if that's how we should begin.".the flare
of candles among jagged shadows. He touched the earth of the tunnel's end, took clods of.face in his hands, fighting against the shame of tears..and
mother and housekeeper, already made too much of Diamond's talents and accomplishments. Also,."Well, he can't lift the murrain all at once. But
seems like he can cure a beast if he gets to it before the staggers begin. And those not struck yet, he says he can keep it off em. So the master's
sending him all about the range to do what can be done. It's too late for many.".I went outside. It was indeed a park. The trees rustled incessantly,
invisible in the gloom. I.try to close himself off to it. "I will not work in the service of evil!" he told himself. Then.History.cattle were nearby, and
went to them. The sickness was very familiar to him now. He felt it in his."Where they come from, I don't know. In your day, was there tap
water?".rule of the Havnorian Kings..light?" But he could not. He crawled in the dark till the sound of water was loud and the rocks.figures of the
shuffling, impotent village sorcerer with his trickeries, the hag-witch with her.wide enough. When she waded a knee-deep stream, he held on to her
tail. She scrambled up the low,."Interesting," she said..little while in the language of those who do not speak. "Ulla," he said, naming them.
"Ellu.."Mother's not home. Come in!" She met him at the door..Morred's pledge, the ring that bore the Rune of Peace..child, and she has no name.
So then you wait. You open your mind up, like. Like opening the doors.years with no summer, the birth of sickly and monstrous young to sheep
and cattle, the birth of."Got you," the old man said, looking down at the muddy, lax body. He added, "Too late,".Her brother came in. "Come on
out," he said to her as soon as he saw the curer dozing on the settle. She stepped outside with him..Azver nodded, in silence.."The Master of the
House. The King.".houses, merchants, and pirates, any who could hire soldiers and wizards called himself a lord,.against his thigh, dreaming. The
cat's dreams came into his mind, in the low fields where he spoke.Lands, a governing caste was established early, and most of the great islands and
cities are ruled."Imagine that you are doing what I said to you.".wiped her down all over, put the saddle blanket back on her, and made sure she was
standing in the.hatch. The mites were bothering her, and she looked scruffy and jaded. He said a few words against."Well, son!" They touched
cheeks. "So Master Hemlock gave you a vacation?".It was right. Nothing was wrong. But something in him ached, not the sharp body pain, a long
ache,.transformation, you maybe know of, mistress. Even a common sorcerer may know how to work illusion.stood waiting for them. Irian strode
forward to face him..After a while Ged gently drew the older man to him and held him in his arms. He said something.of the Old Powers of the
earth, but revered them, seeking strength and vision from them. That.He looked up suddenly. The sheep, who had been grouped near the stile, were
scurrying off, and someone was coming along the path from the Great House..rate he came with a very good prenticing fee paid beforehand in gold
and ivory. If he had the.They came out into the calm, open evening air. The west still held some brightness as they crossed the Thwilburn and
walked across the fields to Roke Knoll, which stood up before them in a high dark curve against the sky.."I don't either. Morred and Elfarran sang
to each other, and he was a mage. I think there's a Master Chanter on Roke, that teaches the lays and the histories. But I never heard of a wizard
being a musician.".knowing what he lived for until his feet were on the cobbles, and his eyes on the harbor and the.there was nothing much to say
about herself.."What, to send them back into death?" the Namer said, and the Patterner, "Who is to say what is the law?".established itself as a
strong, dark tenor -- that Hemlock winced. Hemlock's was a very silent.founding of the school, she could go there seldom, and even then she might
take a couple of.Her brother came in. "Come on out," he said to her as soon as he saw the curer dozing on the.It grew darker quickly. A haze was
coming up from the south, blotting out the sky. Only above the huge, dim bulk of the mountain did stars burn clearly. Wind whistled in the reeds,
soft, dismal..women of great power raised the Great House on Roke. Its cornerstone was set on a hilltop above.generally come to distrust the
ancient practices and made no appeal to the "Powers of the Mother.".heard, was a little animal with sharp teeth and no voice, but there were no
such creatures on the.strange, weak noise. I looked around at the motionless faces and left. Not until I was out on the.was silent, and Otter watched
him with staring intensity, still trying to understand..none so extreme as to be wholly unintelligible to the others.."That's something else."."I don't
know," the Herbal said. "I can only tell you that when I'm with him, when I'm in the Great House, I feel that nothing can be done but what has been
done. That nothing will change. Nothing will grow. That no matter what cures I use, the sickness will end in death." He looked around at them all
like a hurt ox. "And I think it is true. There is no way to regain the Equilibrium but by holding still. We have gone too far. For the Archmage and
Lebannen to go bodily into death, and return - it was not right. They broke a law that must not be broken. It was to restore the law that Thorion
returned.".colored galaxies of squares, clusters of spiral lights, glows shimmering above skyscrapers, the.After Golden had gone out, she found her
son in the counting-room going through ledgers. She looked at the pages. Long, long lists of names and numbers, debts and credits, profits and
losses.."You're going to Roke to find out," he said, raising his glass to her. After a moment she raised.The way one does research into nonexistent
history is to tell the story and find out what.you safe. To keep you with the mule-breeders, and the nut-pickers, and these." She struck the."Before
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the dragon came, the Summoner too had returned from death, where he can go, where his art can take him. He had seen our lord and the young king
there, in that country across the wall of stones. He said they would not come back. He said Lord Sparrowhawk had told him to come back to us, to
life, to bear that word. So we grieved for our lord..would have the boy call him Father. He recalled that he had intended to find out his true
name..that was a true joy, which may be enough to ask for, after all..Ember was on the dock to meet him. Lame and very thin, he came to her and
took her hands, but he could not lift his face to hers. He said, "I have too many deaths on my heart, Elehal.".Library of Congress Catalog Card
Number: 79-3358.fell from his lap, and he took the hearth broom and swept them into the ashes. "I'd better go.".schooling. Spoken or written,
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