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TALES OF THE GREAT WAR
Presently, the vizier entered and the king signed to him to cause avoid the place. So he signed to those who were present to withdraw, and they

departed; whereupon quoth the king to him, "How deemest thou, O excellent vizier, O loyal counsellor in all manner of governance, of a vision I

have seen in my sleep?" "What is it, O king?" asked the vizier, and Shah Bekht related to him his dream, adding, "And indeed the sage interpreted

it to me and said to me, 'An thou put not the vizier to death within a month, he will slay thee.' Now I am exceeding both to put the like of thee to

death, yet do I fear to leave thee on life. What then dost thou counsel me that I should do in this matter?" The vizier bowed his head awhile, then

raised it and said, "God prosper the king! Verily, it skills not to continue him on life of whom the king is afraid, and my counsel is that thou make

haste to put me to death.".When King Shah Bekht heard his vizier's speech, he was confounded before him and abashed and marvelled at the

gravity of his understanding and his patience. So he sprang up to him and embraced him and the vizier kissed his feet. Then the king called for a

sumptuous dress of honour and cast it over Er Rehwan and entreated him with the utmost honour and showed him special favour and restored him

to his rank and vizierate. Moreover he imprisoned those who had sought his destruction with leasing and committed unto himself to pass judgment

upon the interpreter who had expounded to him the dream. So the vizier abode in the governance of the realm till there came to them the Destroyer

of Delights; and this (added Shehrzad) is all, O king of the age, that hath come down to us of King Shah Bekht and his vizier..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed.

Story of the Barber's Fourth Brother clviii.? ? ? ? ? Where is a man's resource and what can he do? It is the Almighty's will; we most submit..? ? ? ?

? The herald of good news my hearing shall delight,.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxliii.21. Kemerezzeman and Budour

clxx.Man of Khorassan, his Son and his Governor, Story of the, i. 218..The Khalif laughed and said, "Tell it again and again to thy lady lack-wit."

When the Lady Zubeideh heard Mesrour's words [and those of the Khalif,] she was wroth and said, "None lacketh wit but he who believeth a black

slave." And she reviled Mesrour, whilst the Khalif laughed. Mesrour was vexed at this and said to the Khalif, "He spoke sooth who said, 'Women

lack wit and religion.'" Then said the Lady Zubeideh to the Khalif, "O Commander of the Faithful, thou sportest and jestest with me, and this slave

hoodwinketh me, to please thee; but I will send and see which is dead of them." And he answered, saying, "Send one who shall see which is dead

of them." So the Lady Zubeideh cried out to an old woman, a stewardess, and said to her, "Go to the house of Nuzhet el Fuad in haste and see who

is dead and loiter not." And she railed at her..Next morning, up came the Cadi, with his face like the ox-eye, (104) and said, "In the name of God,

where is my debtor and where is my money?" Then he wept and cried out and said to the prefect, "Where is that ill-omened fellow, who aboundeth

in thievery and villainy?" Therewith the prefect turned to me and said, "Why dost thou not answer the Cadi?" And I replied, "O Amir, the two

heads (105) are not equal, and I, I have no helper but God; but, if the right be on my side, it will appear." At this the Cadi cried out and said, "Out

on thee, O ill-omened fellow! How wilt thou make out that the right is on thy side?" "O our lord the Cadi," answered I, "I deposited with thee a

trust, to wit, a woman whom we found at thy door, and on her raiment and trinkets of price. Now she is gone, even as yesterday is gone; and after

this thou turnest upon us and makest claim upon me for six thousand dinars. By Allah, this is none other than gross unright, and assuredly some

losel of thy household hath transgressed against her!".? ? ? ? ? Suppose for distraction he seek in the Spring and its blooms one day, The face of his

loved one holds the only Spring for his eye..Meanwhile Shah Khatoun went in to the king's son and conceived by him and bore a son, as he were

the resplendent moon. When Belehwan saw this that had betided his brother, jealousy and envy overcame him; so he went in one night to his

father's house and coming to his brother's lodging, saw the nurse sleeping at the chamber-door, with the cradle before her and therein his brother's

child asleep. Belehwan stood by him and fell to looking upon his face, the radiance whereof was as that of the moon, and Satan insinuated himself

into his heart, so that he bethought himself and said, 'Why is not this child mine? Indeed, I am worthier of him than my brother, [yea], and of the

damsel and the kingship.' Then envy got the better of him and anger spurred him, so that he took out a knife and setting it to the child's gullet, cut

his throat and would have severed his windpipe..? ? ? ? ? Still by your ruined camp a dweller I abide; Ne'er will I change nor e'er shall distance us

divide..When his sister Selma heard what he said, she could no longer contain herself, but cast herself upon him and discovered to him her case.

When he knew her, he threw himself upon her [and lay without life] awhile; after which he came to himself and said, 'Praised be God, the

Bountiful, the Beneficent!' Then they complained to each other of that which they had suffered for the anguish of separation, whilst Selim's wife

abode wondered at this and Selma's patience and constancy pleased her. So she saluted her and thanked her for her fashion, saying, 'By Allah, O

my lady, all that we are in of gladness is of thy blessing alone; so praised be God who hath vouchsafed us thy sight!' Then they abode all three in

joy and happiness and delight three days, sequestered from the folk; and it was bruited abroad in the city that the king had found his brother, who

was lost years agone..When the morning morrowed, he recited the following verses:.Cook, The Lackpenny and the, i. 9..When the morning

morrowed, they found themselves reduced to a fourth part of their number and there was not one of them had dismounted from his horse. So they

made sure of destruction and Hudheifeh came out between the ranks (now he was reckoned for a thousand cavaliers) and cried out, saying,

"Harkye, my masters of Baghdad! Let none come forth to me but your Amir, so I may talk with him and he with me; and he shall meet me in single

combat and I will meet him, and may he who is void of offence come off safe!" Then he repeated his speech and said, "Why do I not hear your

Amir return me an answer?" But Saad, the amir of the army of Baghdad, [replied not to him], and indeed his teeth chattered in his head, whenas he

heard him summon him to single combat..Now he had a friend, who pretended to quickwittedness and understanding; so he came up to him privily
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and said to him, 'Let me do, so I may put the change on this trickster, for I know him to be a liar and thou art near upon having to pay the money;

but I will turn suspicion from thee and say to him, "The deposit is with me and thou erredst in imagining that it was with other than myself," and so

divert him from thee.' 'Do so,' replied the merchant, 'and rid the folk of their [false] debts.'.? ? ? ? ? a. The Merchant and the Two Sharpers clii.The

End..63. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh ccclxxxiii.The Twentieth Night of the Month..It is said that El Mamoun (164) came one day upon

Zubeideh, mother of El Amin, (165) and saw her moving her lips and muttering somewhat he understood not; so he said to her, "O mother mine,

dost thou imprecate [curses] upon me, for that I slew thy son and despoiled him of his kingdom?" "Not so, by Allah, O Commander of the

Faithful!" answered she, and he said, "What then saidst thou?" Quoth she, "Let the Commander of the Faithful excuse me." But he was instant with

her, saying, "Needs must thou tell it." And she replied, "I said, 'God confound importunity!'" "How so?" asked the Khalif, and she said, "I played

one day at chess with the Commander of the Faithful [Haroun er Reshid] and he imposed on me the condition of commandment and acceptance.

(166) He beat me and bade me put off my clothes and go round about the palace, naked; so I did this, and I incensed against him. Then we fell

again to playing and I beat him; so I bade him go to the kitchen and swive the foulest and sorriest wench of the wenches thereof. [I went to the

kitchen] and found not a slave-girl fouler and filthier than thy mother; (167) so I bade him swive her. He did as I bade him and she became with

child by him of thee, and thus was I [by my unlucky insistance] the cause of the slaying of my son and the despoiling him of his kingdom." When

El Mamoun heard this, he turned away, saying, "God curse the importunate!" to wit, himself, who had importuned her till she acquainted him with

that matter..[So he fared on towards them] and when he drew near unto them, he knew them and they knew him; whereupon they lighted down

from their horses and saluting him, gave him joy of his safety and the folk flocked to him. When he came to his father, they embraced and greeted

each other a long time, whilst neither of them availed unto speech, for the greatness of that which betided them of joy in reunion. Then El Abbas

bade the folk mount; so they mounted and his mamelukes surrounded him and they entered Baghdad on the most magnificent wise and in the

highest worship and glory..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxlvi.Now this was at the beginning of the month, and when it was

the end thereof, Aboulhusn longed to drink wine and returning to his former usance, furnished his saloon and made ready food and let bring wine;

then, going forth to the bridge, he sat there, expecting one whom he should carouse withal, as of his wont. As he sat thus, behold, up came the

Khalif [and Mesrour] to him; but Aboulhusn saluted them not and said to them, "No welcome and no greeting to the perverters! (31) Ye are no

other than devils." However, the Khalif accosted him and said to him, "O my brother, did I not say to thee that I would return to thee?" Quoth

Aboulhusn, "I have no need of thee; and as the byword says in verse:.Chamberlain's Wife, The King and his, ii. 53..Therewithal the young man was

moved to delight and exclaimed, "By Allah, thou sayest well, O Sitt el Milan! Let me hear more." Then he handselled her with fifty dinars and they

drank and the cups went round among them; and her seller said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, this is the season of leave-taking; so let us hear somewhat

on the subject." Accordingly she struck the lute and avouching that which was in her heart, sang the following verses:.So they made ready his affair

and the king conferred on him a dress of honour, and he took with him a present and a letter under the king's hand and setting out, fared on till he

came to the [capital] city of Turkestan. When the king of the Turks knew of his coming, he despatched his officers to receive him and entreated him

with honour and lodged him as befitted his rank. Then he entertained him three days, after which he summoned him to his presence and Abou

Temam went in to him and prostrating himself before him, as beseemeth unto kings, laid the present before him and gave him the letter..The Khalif

assigned them pensions and allowances and as for Noureddin, his father brought him those riches and his wealth waxed and his case was goodly,

till he became the richest of the folk of his time in Baghdad and left not the presence of the Commander of the Faithful night or day. Moreover, he

was vouchsafed children by Sitt el Milah, and he ceased not to live the most delightsome of lives, he and she and his father and mother, a while of

time, till Aboulhusn sickened of a sore sickness and was admitted to the mercy of God the Most High. After awhile, his mother died also and he

carried them forth and shrouded them and buried and made them expiations and nativities. (45) Then his children grew up and became like unto

moons, and he reared them in splendour and fondness, what while his wealth waxed and his case flourished. He ceased not to pay frequent visits to

the Commander of the Faithful, he and his children and his slave-girl Sitt el Milah, and they abode, he and they, in all solace of life and prosperity

till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies; and extolled be the perfection of the Abiding One, the Eternal!

This is all that hath come down to us of their story..? ? ? ? ? The nobles' hands, for that my place I must forsake, Do solace me with beds, whereon

at ease I lie..? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? Why to estrangement and despite inclin'st thou with the spy? Yet that a

bough (14) from side to side incline (15) small wonder 'twere..Quoth the company, 'Tell us thy story and expound it unto us, so we may see that

which it hath of extraordinary.' And he said 'Know, then, that.12. Asleep and Awake cclxxi.Then said El Abbas to them, "O youths, sit by my arms

and my horse till I return." But they answered, saying, "By Allah, thou prolongest discourse with that which beseemeth not of words! Make haste,

or we will go with thy head, for indeed the king purposeth to slay thee and to slay thy comrade and take that which is with you." When the prince

heard this, his skin quaked and he cried out at them with a cry that made them tremble. Then he sprang upon his horse and settling himself in the

saddle, galloped till he came to the king's assembly, when he cried out at the top of his voice, saying ["To horse,] cavaliers!" And levelled his spear

at the pavilion wherein was Zuheir. Now there were about him a thousand smiters with the sword; but El Abbas fell in upon them and dispersed

them from around him, and there abode none in the tent save Zuheir and his vizier..? ? ? ? ? Lo, in my heart the heat of every heart burns high And

in mine eyes unite the tears of every eye..Behold, I am clad in a robe of leaves green, ii. 242..He gave not over going and the journey was pleasant
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to him, till they came to a goodly land, abounding in birds and wild beasts, whereupon El Abbas started a gazelle and shot it with an arrow. Then

he dismounted and cutting its throat, said to his servant, "Alight thou and skin it and carry it to the water." Aamir answered him [with "Hearkening

and obedience"] and going down to the water, kindled a fire and roasted the gazelle's flesh. Then they ate their fill and drank of the water, after

which they mounted again and fared on diligently, and Aamir still unknowing whither El Abbas was minded to go. So he said to him, "O my lord, I

conjure thee by God the Great, wilt thou not tell me whither thou intendest?" El Abbas looked at him and made answer with the following

verses:.Husband, The Credulous, i. 270..So saying, he fell upon her and beat her with a staff of almond-wood, till she cried out, "[Help], O

Muslims!" and he redoubled the beating upon her, till the folk heard her cries and coming to her, [found] Aboulhusn beating her and saying to her,

"O old woman of ill-omen, am I not the Commander of the Faithful? Thou hast enchanted me!" When the folk heard his words, they said, "This

man raveth," and doubted not of his madness. So they came in upon him and seizing him, pinioned him and carried him to the hospital. Quoth the

superintendant, "What aileth this youth?" And they said, "This is a madman." "By Allah," cried Aboulhusn, "they lie against me! I am no madman,

but the Commander of the Faithful." And the superintendant answered him, saying, "None lieth but thou, O unluckiest of madmen!".21. Omar ben

Abdulaziz and the Poets ccccxxxii.?THE KING'S SON WHO FELL IN LOVE WITH THE PICTURE..To return to his wife and her mother. When

the former arose in the morning and her husband returned not to her with break of day, she forebode all manner of calamity and straightway

despatched her servants and all who were with her in quest of him; but they happened not on any trace of him neither fell in with aught of his news.

So she bethought herself concerning her affair and complained and wept and groaned and sighed and blamed perfidious fortune, bewailing that

sorry chance and reciting these verses:.Numan (En) and the Arab of the Benou Tai, i. 203..109. The Woman who had a Boy and the other who had

a Man to Lover ccccxxiv.Presently, El Abbas cried out at Hudheifeh a cry that astonied him and dealt him a blow, saying, "Take this from the hand

of a champion who feareth not the like of thee." Hudheifeh met the stroke with his shield, thinking to ward it off from him; but the sword shore the

target in sunder and descending upon his shoulder, came forth gleaming from the tendons of his throat and severed his arm at the armpit;

whereupon he fell down, wallowing in his blood, and El Abbas turned upon his host; nor had the sun departed the pavilion of the heavens ere

Hudheifeh's army was in full flight before El Abbas and the saddles were empty of men. Quoth Saad, "By the virtue of the Chosen [Prophet],

whom God bless and keep, I saw El Abbas with the blood upon his saddle pads, [in gouts] like camels' livers, smiting with the sword right and left,

till he scattered them abroad in every mountain-pass and desert; and when he turned [back to the camp], the men of Baghdad were fearful of

him.".King (The Dethroned), whose Kingdom and Good were restored to him, i. 285..Unlucky Merchant, The, i 73..Then said the young man, the

villager's son, 'And I, O holy woman, my father brought us a woman who had been stoned, and my people tended her till she recovered. Now she

was surpassing of beauty; so I required her of herself; but she refused and clave fast to God (to whom belong might and majesty), wherefore folly

(8) prompted me, so that I agreed with one of the youths that he should steal clothes and coin from my father's house. Then I laid hands on him

[and carried him] to my father and made him confess. So he avouched that the woman was his mistress from the city and had been stoned on his

account and that she was of accord with him concerning the theft and had opened the doors to him, and this was a lie against her, for that she had

not yielded to me in that which I sought of her. So there befell me what ye see of punishment." And the young man, the thief, said, 'I am he with

whom thou agreedst concerning the theft and to whom thou openedst the door, and I am he who avouched against her falsely and calumniously and

God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) knoweth that I never did evil with her, no, nor knew her in any wise before then.'.? ? ? ? ? b.

The Second Calender's Story xii.So he repaired to the vizier and repeated to him the answer; and he marvelled at its justness and said to him, 'Go;

by Allah, I will ask thee no more questions, for thou with thy skill marrest my foundation.' (233) Then he entreated him friendly and the merchant

acquainted him with the affair of the old woman; whereupon quoth the vizier, 'Needs must the man of understanding company with those of

understanding.' Thus did this weak woman restore to that man his life and good on the easiest wise. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more

extraordinary than the story of the credulous husband.".THE TEN VIZIERS; OR THE HISTORY OF KING AZADBEKHT AND HIS SON.

(94).When she had made an end of her song, she threw the lute from her hand and wept, whilst the old man wept for her weeping. Then she fell

down in a swoon and presently coming to herself, filled the cup and drinking it off, gave the old man to drink, after which she took the lute and

breaking out into song, chanted the following verses:.Meanwhile, he ceased not, he and his beloved, Queen Mariyeh, in the most delightsome of

life and the pleasantest thereof, and he was vouchsafed by her children; and indeed there befell friendship and love between them and the longer

their companionship was prolonged, the more their love waxed, so that they became unable to endure from each other a single hour, save the time

of his going forth to the Divan, when he would return to her in the utterest that might be of longing. Aud on this wise they abode in all solace and

delight of life, till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies. So extolled be the perfection of Him whose

kingdom endureth for ever, who is never heedless neither dieth nor sleepeth! This is all that hath come down to us of their story, and so peace [be

on you!].Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin, ii. 117..Presently he came to the land of the Turks,

(228) and he naked and hungry and having with him nought but somewhat of jewels, bound about his fore-arm. So he went to the bazaar of the

goldsmiths and calling one of the brokers, gave him the jewels. The broker looked and seeing two great rubies, said to him, 'Follow me.' So he

followed him, till he brought him to a goldsmith, to whom he gave the jewels, saying, 'Buy these.' Quoth he, 'Whence hadst thou these?' And the

broker replied, 'This youth is the owner of them.' Then said the goldsmith to the prince, 'Whence hadst thou these rubies?' And he told him all that
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had befallen him and that he was a king's son. The goldsmith marvelled at his story and bought of him the rubies for a thousand dinars..There was

once, in the land of Fars, (15) a man who took to wife a woman higher than himself in rank and nobler of lineage, but she had no guardian to

preserve her from want. It misliked her to marry one who was beneath her; nevertheless, she married him, because of need, and took of him a bond

in writing to the effect that he would still be under her commandment and forbiddance and would nowise gainsay her in word or deed. Now the

man was a weaver and he bound himself in writing to pay his wife ten thousand dirhems, [in case he should make default in the condition

aforesaid]..? ? ? ? ? How oft I've waked, whilst over me my comrades kept the watch! How many a stony waste I've crossed, how many a desert

dread!.So he repaired to the draper and buying of him a turban-cloth of lawn, returned with it to the old woman, who took it and burned it in two

places. Then she donned devotees' apparel and taking the turban-cloth with her, went to the draper's house and knocked at the door. When the

draper's wife saw her, she opened to her and received her kindly and made much of her and welcomed her. So the old woman went in to her and

conversed with her awhile. Then said she to her, "[I desire to make] the ablution [preparatory] to prayer." So the wife brought her water and she

made the ablution and standing up to pray, prayed and did her occasion. When she had made an end of her prayers, she left the turban-cloth in the

place of prayer and went away..73. Mohammed el Amin and Jaafer ben el Hadi dclvii.The Twenty-fifth Night of the Month..A fair one, to idolaters

if she herself should show, iii. 10..? ? ? ? ? But deemed yourself secure from every changing chance Nor recked the ebb and flow of Fortune's

treacherous tide..The season of my presence is never at an end, ii. 246..SINDBAD THE SAILOR AND HINDBAD THE PORTER..? ? ? ? ? a.

Story of the Ox and the Ass.? ? ? ? ? He, who Mohammed sent, as prophet to mankind, Hath to a just high-priest (61) the Khalifate assigned..? ? ? ?

? For know that hither have I fared and come to this thy land, By hopes of union with thee and near fruition led..97. Dibil el Khuzai with the Lady

and Muslin ben el Welid ccccvii.? ? ? ? ? Ye chide at one who weepeth for troubles ever new; Needs must th' afflicted warble the woes that make

him rue..When King Shehriyar heard his brother's words he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and arising forthright, went in to his wife Shehrzad and

gave her to know of that which his brother purposed, to wit, that he sought her sister Dinarzad in marriage; whereupon, "O king of the age,"

answered she, "we seek of him one condition, to wit, that he take up his abode with us, for that I cannot brook to be parted from my sister an hour,

because we were brought up together and may not brook severance from each other. If he accept this condition, she is his handmaid." King

Shehriyar returned to his brother and acquainted him with that which Shehrzad had said; and he answered, saying, "Indeed, this is what was in my

mind, for that I desire nevermore to be parted from thee. As for the kingdom, God the Most High shall send unto it whom He chooseth, for that

there abideth to me no desire for the kingship.".152. Ardeshir and Heyat en Nufous dccxu.? ? ? ? ? b. The Fakir and his Pot of Butter dccccii.Tenth

Officer's Story, The, ii. 172.Dethroned King whose Kingdom and Good were restored to him, The, i. 285..Now the merchant their father lay asleep

in the ship, and the crying of the boys troubled him; so he rose to call out to them [and silence them] and let the purse [with the thousand dinars

therein] fall among the bales of merchandise. He sought for it and finding it not, buffeted his head and seized upon the boys, saying, 'None took the

purse but you. Ye were playing about the bales, so ye might steal somewhat, and there was none here but you.' Then he took a staff and laying hold

of the children, fell to beating them and flogging them, whilst they wept, and the sailors came round about them and said, 'The boys of this island

are all thieves and robbers.' Then, of the greatness of the merchant's wrath, he swore that, if they brought not out the purse, he would drown them in

the sea; so when [by reason of their denial] his oath became binding upon him, he took the two boys and lashing them [each] to a bundle of reeds,

cast them into the sea..117. The Favourite and her Lover M.? ? ? ? ? An if I live, in love of her I'll live, and if I die Of love and longing for her

sight, O rare! O excellent!.? ? ? ? ? If thou forsake us, there is none Can stand to us instead of thee..? ? ? ? ? An thou'dst vouchsafe to favour

me,'twould lighten my despair, Though but in dreams thine image 'twere that visited my bed..Sharpers who cheated each his Fellow, The Two, ii.

28..? ? ? ? ? Bravo for a fawn with a houri's eye of black, Like the sun or the shining moon midst the starry train!.How many, in Yemameh,

dishevelled widows plain! i. 50..? ? ? ? ? d. The Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in Marriage to the Poor Old Man dcccxcii.So El Merouzi

went away and the other turned to his wife and said to her, 'We have gotten us great plenty of money, and yonder dog would fain take the half of it;

but this shall never be, for that my mind hath been changed against him, since I heard him solicit thee; wherefore I purpose to play him a trick and

enjoy all the money; and do not thou cross me.' ' It is well,' answered she, and he said to her, '[To-morrow] at day-peep I will feign myself dead and

do thou cry out and tear thy hair, whereupon the folk will flock to me. Then lay me out and bury me, and when the folk are gone away [from the

burial-place], do thou dig down to me and take me; and have no fear for me, for I can abide two days in the tomb [without hurt].' And she

answered, 'Do what thou wilt.'.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Chief of the New Cairo Police dciv.Physician by his Wife's Commandment, The Weaver

who became a, ii. 21..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Chief of the New Cairo Police cccxliii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. The Merchant and the Parrot xiv.? ? ? ? ?

It is as the jasmine, when it I espy, As it glitters and gleams midst its boughs, were a sky.When the morning morrowed, the draper went out, still

angered against his wife, and the old woman returned to her and found her changed of colour, pale of face, dejected and heart-broken. [So she

questioned her of the cause of her dejection and she told her how her husband was angered against her (as she supposed) on account of the burns in

the turban-cloth.] "O my daughter," rejoined the old woman, "be not concerned; for I have a son, a fine-drawer, and he, by thy life, shall fine-draw

[the holes] and restore the turban-cloth as it was. "The wife rejoiced in her saying and said to her, "And when shall this be?" "To-morrow, if it

please God the Most High," answered the old woman, "I will bring him to thee, at the time of thy husband's going forth from thee, and he shall

mend it and depart forth-right." Then she comforted her heart and going forth from her, returned to the young man and told him what had
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passed..Quoth Ishac, 'Indeed, this was of thy fair fortune. By Allah, I know not that which thou knowest in this craft!' Then he arose and going to a

chest, brought out therefrom striped clothes of great price, netted with jewels and great pearls, and said to her, 'In the name of God, don these, O

my lady Tuhfeh.' So she arose and donned those clothes and veiled herself and went up [with Ishac] to the palace of the Khalifate, where he made

her stand without, whilst he himself went in to the Commander of the Faithful (with whom was Jaafer the Barmecide) and kissing the earth before

him, said to him, 'O Commander of the Faithful, I have brought thee a damsel, never saw eyes her like for excellence in singing and touching the

lute; and her name is Tuhfeh." (186) 'And where,' asked Er Reshed, 'is this Tuhfeh, who hath not her like in the world?' Quoth Ishac, 'Yonder she

stands, O Commander of the Faithful;' and he acquainted the Khalif with her case from first to last. Then said Er Reshid, 'It is a marvel to hear thee

praise a slave-girl after this fashion. Admit her, so we may see her, for that the morning may not be hidden.'.Now the children had entered the

coppice, to make water, and there was there a forest of trees, wherein, if a horseman entered, he might wander by the week, [before finding his way

out], for none knew the first thereof from the last. So the boys entered therein and knew not how they should return and went astray in that wood, to

an end that was willed of God the Most High, whilst their father sought them, but found them not. So he returned to their mother and they abode

weeping for their children. As for these latter, when they entered the wood, it swallowed them up and they went wandering in it many days,

knowing not where they had entered, till they came forth, at another side, upon the open country..A certain king sat one day on the roof of his

palace, diverting himself with looking about him, and presently, chancing to look aside, he espied, on [the roof of] a house over against his palace,

a woman, never saw his eyes her like. So he turned to those who were present and said to them, "To whom belongeth yonder house?" "To thy

servant Firouz," answered they, "and that is his wife." So he went down, (and indeed love had made him drunken and he was passionately

enamoured of her), and calling Firouz, said to him, "Take this letter and go with it to such a city and bring me the answer." Firouz took the letter

and going to his house, laid it under his head and passed that night. When the morning morrowed, he took leave of his wife and set out for the city

in question, unknowing what the king purposed against him..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor ccliii.Abou Temam, Story of

Ilan Shah and, i. 126..Then she went up into the house and put off her [walking] clothes and I found her as she were the full moon. I brought her

what I had by me of meat and drink and said to her, 'O my lady, excuse me: this is that which is ready.' Quoth she, 'This is abundant kindness and

indeed it is what I sought' And she ate and gave the slave-girl that which was left; after which I brought her a casting-bottle of rose-water, mingled

with musk, and she washed her hands and abode with me till the season of afternoon-prayer, when she brought out of the parcel that she had with

her a shirt and trousers and an upper garment (176) and a kerchief wroughten with gold and gave them to me; saying, 'Know that I am one of the

favourites of the Khalif, and we are forty favourites, each one of whom hath a lover who cometh to her as often as she would have him; and none is

without a lover save myself, wherefore I came forth to-day to find me a gallant and behold, I have found thee. Thou must know that the Khalif lieth

each night with one of us, whilst the other nine-and-thirty favourites take their ease with the nine-and-thirty men, and I would have thee be with me

on such a day, when do thou come up to the palace of the Khalif and wait for me in such a place, till a little eunuch come out to thee and say to thee

a [certain] word, to wit, "Art thou Sendel?" And do thou answer, "Yes," and go with him.'.? ? ? ? ? My heart bereavement of my friends forebode;

may God of them The dwellings not bereave, but send them timely home again!.So I arose and putting in my sleeve a handkerchief, wherein was a

good sum of money, followed the woman, who went on before me and gave not over walking till she brought me to a by-street and to a door, which

she bade me open. I refused and she opened it and brought me into the vestibule. As soon as I had entered, she locked the door of entrance from

within and said to me, 'Sit [here] till I go in to the slave-girls and cause them enter a place where they shall not see me.' 'It is well,' answered I and

sat down; whereupon she entered and was absent from me a moment, after which she returned to me, without a veil, and said, 'Arise, [enter,] in the

name of God.' (127) So I arose and went in after her and we gave not over going till we entered a saloon. When I examined the place, I found it

neither handsome nor agreeable, but unseemly and desolate, without symmetry or cleanliness; nay, it was loathly to look upon and there was a foul

smell in it..Now the lodging in question adjoined the king's house, and whilst the merchant was rejoicing in this and saying, 'Verily, my luck hath

returned and I shall live in this king's shadow the rest of my life,' he espied an opening walled up with stones and clay. So he pulled out the stones

and clearing away the earth from the opening, found that it was a window giving upon the lodging of the king's women. When he saw this, he was

affrighted and rising in haste, fetched clay and stopped it up again. But one of the eunuchs saw him and misdoubting of him, repaired to the Sultan

and told him of this. So he came and seeing the stones pulled out, was wroth with the merchant and said to him, 'Is this my recompense from thee,

that thou seekest to violate my harem?' And he bade pluck out his eyes. So they did as he commanded and the merchant took his eyes in his hand

and said, 'How long [wilt thou afflict me], O star of ill-omen? First my wealth and now my life!' And he bewailed himself, saying, 'Endeavour

profiteth me nought against evil fortune. The Compassionate aided me not and endeavour was useless.'.? ? ? ? ? The raven of parting croaks loud at

our door; Alas, for our raven cleaves fast to us aye!.? ? ? ? ? As if the maid the day resplendent and her locks The night that o'er it spreads its

shrouding darkness were..Next morning, the old woman said to him, 'When the lady cometh to thee, do thou arise and kiss her hand and say to her,

"I am a strange man and indeed cold and hunger slay me;" so haply she may give thee somewhat that thou mayst expend upon thy case.' And he

answered, 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then she took him by the hand and carrying him without her house, seated him at the door. As he sat,

behold, the lady came up to him, whereupon the old woman rose to her and Selim kissed her hand and offered up prayers for her. Then he looked

on her and when he saw her, he knew her for his wife; so he cried out and wept and groaned and lamented; whereupon she came up to him and cast
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herself upon him; for indeed she knew him with all knowledge, even as he knew her. So she laid hold of him and embraced him and called to her

serving-men and attendants and those who were about her; and they took him up and carried him forth of that place..? ? ? ? ? o. The Merchant and

the Thieves dccccxx.? ? ? ? ? Nor, like others a little ere morning appear who bawl, "Come to safety!" (58) I stand up to prayer..? ? ? ? ? Thy haters

say and those who malice to thee bear A true word, profiting its hearers everywhere;.So saying, she rose [and going] to a chest, took out therefrom

six bags full of gold and said to me, "This is what I took from Amin el Hukm's house. So, if thou wilt, restore it; else the whole is lawfully thine;

and if thou desire other than this, [thou shalt have it;] for I have wealth in plenty and I had no design in this but to marry thee." Then she arose and

opening [other] chests, brought out therefrom wealth galore and I said to her, "O my sister, I have no desire for all this, nor do I covet aught but to

be quit of that wherein I am." Quoth she, "I came not forth of the [Cadi's] house without [making provision for] thine acquittance.".Presently, the

chief workman came to the palace and sought an audience of the king, who bade admit him. So he entered and kissing the earth, saluted him with a

salutation beseeming kings and said, "O king of the time and lord of the age and the day, may felicity endure unto thee and acceptance and be thy

rank exalted over all the kings both morning and evening! (58) The work of the bath is accomplished, by the king's fair fortune and the eminence of

his magnanimity, (59) and indeed we have done all that behoved us and there remaineth but that which behoveth the king." El Aziz ordered him a

sumptuous dress of honour and expended monies galore, giving unto each who had wroughten, after the measure of his work. Then he assembled in

the bath all the grandees of his state, amirs and viziers and chamberlains and lieutenants, and the chief officers of his realm and household, and

sending for his son El Abbas, said to him,"O my son, I have builded thee a bath, wherein thou mayst take thy pleasance; so enter thou therein, that

thou mayst see it and divert thyself by gazing upon it and viewing the goodliness of its ordinance and decoration." "With all my heart," replied the

prince and entered the bath, he and the king and the folk about them, so they might divert themselves with viewing that which the workmen's hands

had wroughten..? ? ? ? ? c. Story of the Chief of the Old Cairo Police cccxliv.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.Then he again

began to pay me frequent visits and I entered into converse with him and questioned him of the band and how he came to escape, he alone of them

all. Quoth he, 'I left them from the day on which God the Most High delivered thee from them, for that they would not obey my speech; wherefore I

swore that I would no longer consort with them.' And I said, 'By Allah, I marvel at thee, for that thou wast the cause of my preservation!' Quoth he,

'The world is full of this sort [of folk]; and we beseech God the Most High for safety, for that these [wretches] practise upon men with every kind

of device.' Then said I to him, 'Tell me the most extraordinary adventure of all that befell thee in this villainy thou wast wont to practise.' And he

answered, saying, 'O my brother, I was not present when they did on this wise, for that my part with them was to concern myself with selling and

buying and [providing them with] food; but I have heard that the most extraordinary thing that befell them was on this wise..SHEHRZAD AND

SHEHRIYAR. (163).? ? ? ? ? She shot at me a shaft that reached my heart and I became The bond- man of despair, worn out with effort all in

vain..133. The City of Brass dlxvi
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