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TANNER AND THE LITTLE RAVEN
Paul was nearest to that corner when he halted Grace in her rush toward certain death. Before he quite realized what he was doing, he found that

he'd flung open the door and climbed half the single long flight of steps, as surefooted as Doc Savage or the Saint, or the Whistler, or any of the

other pulp-fiction heroes whose exploits had for so long been his adventures by proxy..IN NEED OF OIL, the hand crank squeaked, but the tall

halves of the casement window parted and opened outward into the alleyway..As though Amelia Earhart, the long-lost aviatrix, had reached out of

her twilight zone and snared the two bits, no tumbling coin glinted in the air above the desk.."Getting her into her shoes and coat sooner than

Monday required a bribe," Wally said..Now her mooring was Wally Lipscomb-obstetrician, pediatrician, landlord, and best friend--who arrived

halfway through the reception. As she listened to Helen Greenbaum's sales report, Celestina held Wally's hand so tightly that had it been a plastic

champagne flute, it would have cracked..Nevertheless, Junior was thrilled to hear the name Bartholomew, and to know that the boy of whom

Celestina spoke was the Bartholomew of Bartholomews, the menacing presence in his unremembered dream, the threat to his fortune and future

that must be eliminated..Great hobnailed wheels of pain turned through Agnes, driving her into darkness for a moment..Even as the morning

matured, the fog and the rain conspired to bar all but a faint gray daylight from St. Mary's. Shadows flourished..He wasn't a marksman, anyway. He

couldn't handle anything more than close-up work..The barren white walls, the stark furniture starkly arranged, the rigorous exclusion of

bric-a-brac and mementos: this resulted in the closest thing to a true monastic cell to be found outside of a monastery. The only quality of the

apartment that identified it as a secular residence was its comfortable size, and if Industrial Woman had been replaced with a crucifix, even size

might have been insufficient to rule out residence by some fortunate friar..Junior knew that he must remain vigilant. Vigilant and focused until

January 12 had come and gone. Eight days to go.."The mass of these malignancies suggest they will soon spread-or have already spread-out of the

eye to the orbit. There is no hope that radiation therapy will work in this instance, and no time to risk trying it even if there were hope. No time at

all. No time. Dr. Schurr and I agree, to save Bartholomew's life, we must remove both eyes immediately.".Using all is powers of concentration,

which were formidable, Junior sought to silence the phantom Chicane. At first, the voice steadily faded, but soon it grew louder again, and more

insistent..Because drugs foil all efforts at self-improvement, Junior had no use for the cocaine and acid. He didn't dare sell them to recover his

money; even five thousand dollars wasn't worth risking arrest. Instead, he gave the pharmaceuticals to a group of young boys playing basketball in

a schoolyard, and wished them a Merry Christmas. The twenty-fourth of December began with rain, but the storm moved south soon after dawn.

Sunshine tinseled the city, and the streets filled with last-minute holiday shoppers..He swallowed one capsule and washed it down with water. He

returned the pharmacy bottle to the nightstand..For an instant, she appeared to be frowning. Then he realized this couldn't be a frown. It must be a

smoldering look of desire..Nellie found the strength to rise, but having risen, she was unable to speak. Her mouth shaped words, but her voice

deserted her.."Better hurry," Wally advised, gracing Celestina's other cheek with a dryer kiss..Perhaps because Celestina was her father's daughter,

with his faith in humanity, she was always deeply moved by the kindnesses of strangers and saw in them the shape of a greater grace. "Does your

wife know what a lucky woman she is?".Glancing at his wristwatch with alarm, Edom bolted up from his chair. "Look at the time! Agnes gave me

a lot to do, and here I am rattling on about earthquakes and cyclones.".Wally's help, not just with the apartment, but with his time and love, had

made an incalculable difference..He closed his eyes again and seemed asleep, but then as she clicked off the lamp, he murmured, "You have your

halo again.".Paul stayed with her, sometimes wincing at the ground as though the danger were there, not above-which, in a sense, it was, because

impact rather than the fall itself is the killer-and at other times putting his arms around her, staring up at the boy above. But he, too, was

silent..More good American music. The Supremes were Negroes, sure, but Junior was not a bigot. Indeed, he had once made passionate love to a

Negro girl..EVERY MOTHER BELIEVES that her baby is breathtakingly beautiful. She will remain unshakably convinced of this even if she lives

to be a centenarian and her child has been harrowed by eight hard decades of gravity and experience.."Once out of the coma and stabilized for a

few weeks, I was transferred to a hospital in Portland, where I had to undergo eleven surgeries."."Yours is a harder job than mine," Lipscomb told

Grace, dandling Angel as he spoke. "I have no doubt of that.".ROCKING AS IF AFLOAT on troubled waters, abused by an unearthly and

tormented sound, Junior Cain imagined a gondola on a black river, a carved dragon rising high at the bow as he had seen on a.Then Junior saw the

blood on the right cuff of Vanadium's shirt. Blood dripping from his hand, too..In spite of his dumpy appearance-and especially in the dark, where

appearances didn't count-Vanadium had the aura of a mystic. Although Junior didn't believe in mystics or in the various unearthly powers they

claimed to possess, he knew that mystics who believed in themselves were exceptionally dangerous people..That happened ten years ago, the first

and last time anyone shot at Nolly. The real work of a private eye had nothing in common with the glamorous stuff depicted on television and in

books. This was a low-risk profession full of dull routine, as long as you chose your cases wisely--which meant staying away from clients like

Enoch Cain..Barty grinned mischievously. "One of the places we visited today. Some big kids. They saw this scary movie, said they had to wash

their shorts after.".The same thought had occurred to her, a consolation that might make acceptance of these riches possible. Yet she remained

chilled by the thought of receiving a life-changing amount of money as the consequence of a death..Junior raised his voice even further: "In those

old movies, the Little Rascals.".She cupped his face in both of her hands and was barely able to lift his head, for fear of what she would

see..Lipscomb said, "We're only two and a half blocks from the best Armenian restaurant in the city. I'll dash over there, bring back some chilled
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bubbly and an early dinner, if you'll allow me.".A few gasps and exclamations. A sweet giggle and applause from Angel. The reactions were

surprisingly mild..His apartment, over the large garage, was reached by a set of exterior stairs. The space was divided into two rooms. The first was

a combination living room and kitchenette, with a corner dining table seating two. Beyond was a small bedroom with adjoining bath..Candle flames

blurred into bright smears, and the faces of her good parents shimmered like the half-seen countenances of angels in dreams..Eventually, Junior

remembered the quarter. He reached into the right pocket of the thin cotton bathrobe, but the coin wasn't there, as it should have been. The left

pocket also was empty..He backed toward the hall door, watching as the fire spread. After lingering until certain that the house would soon be a

seething pyre, he finally sprinted along the hall to the front door.."There's a fine George and Ira Gershwin song called 'Someone to Watch Over

Me.'.face with one hand, as if pulling off cobwebs. "Did you say you were in my house?".Parkhurst said, "We've eliminated most other possible

causes. You don't have acute myelitis or meningitis. Or anemia of the brain. No concussion. You don't have other symptoms of Meniere's disease.

Tomorrow, we'll conduct some tests for possible brain tumor or lesion, but I'm confident that's not the explanation, either.".Widening his eyes in

calculated surprise, Junior said, "Are you a police officer?".Thus armored, he at last arrived in the city of Sacramento, an hour before dawn.

Sacramento, which means "sacrament" in Italian and in Spanish, calls itself the Camellia Capital of the World, and holds a ten-day camellia festival

in early March-already advertised on billboards now in mid-January. The camellia, shrub and flower, is named for G. J. Camellus, a Jesuit

missionary who brought it from Asia to Europe in the eighteenth century..At worst, Vanadium might begin to wonder if Junior had a link to

Seraphim, might uncover the physical-therapy connection, and in his paranoia, might erroneously conclude that Junior had something to do with

her traffic accident. That was nuts, of course, but the detective was evidently not a rational man.."I already told you-anything in your heart is as

easy to read as the open page of a book."."I see. Sometimes. Just quick. For like a blink. Like when you stand between two mirrors. You

know?".He decided to use the tool just three times on each deadbolt before trying the door. The less noise the better. Maybe luck would be with

him..These weren't lakes of blood, just smears, so Junior could wipe them up quickly, once he got the corpse out of the hallway, but the sight of

them further infuriated him. He was here to bring closure to all the unfinished business of Spruce Hills, to free himself from vengeful spirits, to

better his life and plunge henceforth entirely into a bright new future. He wasn't here, damn it, to do building maintenance..Reminding himself that

fortune favored the persistent and that he must always look for the bright side, Junior began with the city itself and with those whose surnames

were Bartholomew. This was a manageable number..HAVING COMPLETED HER English lesson, Maria Elena Gonzalez went home with a

plastic shopping bag full of precisely damaged clothes and a smaller, paper bag containing cherry muffins for her two girls.."I've always wanted to

learn the piano myself," Junior claimed, "but I guess you really have to start young."."Well, anyway," she said, as though Muffins uncharacteristic

viciousness had been adequately explained, "this mending ought to cover ten more lessons.".With a paper towel, Junior wiped the revolver. He

dropped it on the floor beside the riddled nurse.."I thought so," Angel said, dubiosity squinching her face. "Mrs. Ornwall made me cheese."."No.

Charming," she disagreed. "There's a meaning to it. Everything has a meaning, dear.".Having settled on the sofa with Agnes and Barty, prepared to

serve comfortably in the role of quiet observer, Edom was alarmed to have suddenly become the subject of conversation. He was also alarmed to be

called "son," because in his thirty-six years, the only person ever to have addressed him in that fashion had been his father, dead for a decade yet

still a terror in Edom's dreams.."I don't ... don't understand." Blinking sleepily, pretending to be still thickheaded from tranquilizers and whatever

other drugs they were dripping into his veins, Junior was pleased by the note of perplexity in his hoarse voice, although he knew that even an

Oscar-caliber performance would not win over this critic..By this time, Vinton had finished, commercials had run, and the number-two song had

started: "Come See About Me," by the Supremes..Junior suspected that no one other than this man's mother called him Tom. He was probably

"Detective" to some and "Vanadium" to most who knew him..To prove himself, he read a little of Dickens when she requested it, a passage from

Great Expectations. Then a passage from Twain..In the main room, on his way toward the front door, Junior saw Celestina White surrounded by

adoring fatheads, nattering ninnies, dithering dolts, saps and boneheads, oafs and gawks and simpletons. She was still as gorgeous as her

shamelessly beautiful paintings. If the opportunity arose, Junior would have more use for her than for her so called art..He paused, not sure how to

proceed. He was not accustomed to writing letters to total strangers..thickened with the odors of antiseptics and blood, until breathing required an

effort..Junior was at critical depth. The psychological pressure was at least five thousand pounds per square inch and growing by the second.

Implosion imminent.."My scar," he confessed, "is inexperience. For a man my age, Agnes, I'm in some ways unbelievably innocent. I wouldn't

trade the years with Perri for anything or anyone, but intense as it was, our love didn't include ... Well, I mean, you may find me

inadequate.".Chastened by these recent events, he vowed to stop meditating, to void all passive responses to the challenges of life. He must explore

the unknown rather than flinch from it in fear. Besides, through his explorations, he would prove that the unknown was all just tapioca or

applesauce, or whatever.."What wound? Junior wanted to ask, but he recognized bait when he heard it, and he did not bite..This was a good night

for television. To Tell the Truth at seven-thirty, followed by I've Got a Secret, The Lucy Show, and The Andy Griffith Show. The new Lucy wasn't

quite as good as the old show; Paul and Perri missed Desi Arnaz and William Frawley..After too many years investigating homicides, after too

much experience of human evil, perhaps he had grown both misanthropic and paranoid..He was still her boy. As always, her boy. Bartholomew.

Barty. Her sweetie. Her kiddo..Switching on the lights as he went, Junior sought the source of the serenade. He carried the 9-mm pistol, which

would have been useless against a spirit visitor; but his extensive reading about ghosts hadn't convinced him that they were real. His faith in the
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effectiveness of bullets and pewter candlesticks, for that matter-remained undiminished.."It's all right," Tom assured her. To Angel, he said, "No,

I'm not sad. And you know why?".Throughout lunch and, indeed, during his hours as an outpatient at the hospital, Barty gave no indication that he

understood the gravity of his situation. He remained cheerful, charming the doctors and technicians with his sweet personality and precocious

chatter..So many stops, too little time at each, a dazzle of Christmas trees decorated every one to a different taste, offers of butter cookies and hot

chocolate or lemon crisps and eggnog, morning chats in bright kitchens steeped in wonderful cooking odors and-in the chillier afternoon good

wishes exchanged in front of hearth fires, gifts accepted as well as given, cookies taken in trade for pecan cakes, "Silver Bells" and "Hark How the

Bells" and "Jingle-Bell Rock" on the radio: Therewith they arrived at three o'clock in the afternoon, Christmas Eve, their deliveries completed

before Santa's had begun.."From childhood, I've had this ... awareness, this perception of an infinitely more complex reality than what my five

basic senses reveal. A psychic claims to predict the future. I'm not a psychic. Whatever I am ... I'm able to feel a lot of the other possibilities

inherent in any situation, to know they exist simultaneously with my reality, side by side, each world as real as mine. In my bones, in my

blood-".The report on the tower forced Junior to consider his mortality; fear, hurt, and self-pity roiled in him. His voice trembled with offense:

"You do know, Mr. Magusson, what happened to my Naomi was an.For each of them, Agnes put one scoop of vanilla ice cream in a tall glass of

root beer, and after changing quickly into their pajamas, they sat together in Barty's bed, enjoying their treats, while she read aloud the last sixty

pages of Starman Jones..After his conversation with Magusson, however, Junior realized this fear was irrational. If the detective had miraculously

escaped the cold waters of the lake, he would have been in need of emergency medical treatment. He would have staggered or crawled to the

county highway in search of help, unaware that Junior had framed him for Victoria's murder, too badly wounded to care about anything but getting

medical attention..Outside, he realized he hadn't paid for his juice and waffles. When he turned back to the coffee shop, he saw, through one of the

windows, an associate of Salk's picking up the check from his table..daughter's existence. Angel, if that's what she were eventually to be named,

lived under a threat as surely as had all the children of Bethlehem, who'd been slain according to the decree of King Herod. The baby curled one

small hand around her aunt's index finger. So tiny, fragile, she nonetheless gripped with surprising tenacity..Thrusting his finger toward the table

with each repetition of the word, Barty happily insisted, "Pie, pie, pie, pie, pie, pie, pie, pie.".The dining room again, but this time he remembered

how he had gotten here: by way of the living room.."The Finder" takes place about three hundred years before the time of the novels, in a dark and

troubled time; its story casts light on how some of the customs and institutions of the Archipelago came to be. "The Bones of the Earth" is about the

wizards who taught the wizard who first taught Ged, and shows that it takes more than one mage to stop an earthquake. "Darkrose and Diamond"

might take place at any time during the last couple of hundred years in Earthsea; after all, a love story can happen at any time, anywhere. "On the

High Marsh" is a story from the brief but eventful six years that Ged was Archmage of Earthsea. And the last story, "Dragonfly," which takes place

a few years after the end of Tehanu, is the bridge between that book and the next one, The Other Wind (to be published soon). A dragon

bridge..Wild exhilaration burst through him like pyrotechnics blazing in a night sky, reminiscent of the rush of excitement that followed his bold

action on the fire tower. Happily, Junior had no emotional connection to Prosser, as he'd had to beloved Naomi; therefore, the purity of his.Wally's

own house was in the same neighborhood, a block and a half away, a three-story Victorian gem that he entirely occupied..The sole male guest in

whom he took an interest-a big interest was Sklent, the one-name painter whose three canvases were the only art on the walls of Junior's

apartment..Out of Phimie's humiliation, terror, suffering, and death had come Angel, whom Celestina had first and briefly hated, but whom now

she loved more than she loved Wally, more than she loved herself or even life itself. Phimie, through Angel, had brought Celestina both to Wally

and to a fuller understanding of their father's meaning when he spoke of this momentous day, an understanding that brought power to her painting

and so deeply touched the people who saw and bought her art..With her brothers, she adjourned to the waiting room, where the three of them sat

drinking vending-machine coffee, black, from paper cups..Agnes dropped to one knee before the boy and held him gently by the shoulders. "Let me

look.".For the next few days, they would eat all their meals in the suite. Most likely, Cain had left San Francisco. And even if the killer hadn't fled,

this was a big city, where a chance encounter with him was unlikely. Yet having, assumed the role of guardian, Tom Vanadium had a zero

tolerance for risk, because the inimitable Mr. Cain had proved himself to be a master of the unlikely.."And, of course, you'll need to make

arrangements for the body," said Dr. Lipscomb. "Sister Josephina will provide you with a room, a phone, privacy, whatever you need, and for

however long you need.".He smiled and shrugged. "I used to be a fisher of men. Now I hunt them. One in particular.".In the kitchen again, Junior

spread the blanket on the floor, to one side of the blood. He rolled Vanadium onto the blanket, and drew the ends of it together, fashioning a sled

with which to drag the detective out of the house..Phimie's speech had been slurred later, as well, immediately following the birth of the baby,

when she had struggled to convey her desire to name her daughter Angel..Although their apartments were above the garage, back to back, each was

served by a separate exterior staircase. As often as either man entered the other's domain, they might as well have lived hundreds of miles

apart..The white padded eye patches rebuffed her, and she realized how profoundly the boy's double enucleation would affect how easily she could

read his moods and know his mind. Here was a littler loss until now shadowed by the greater destruction. Denied the evidence of his eyes, she

would need to be better at noting and interpreting nuances of his body language-also changed by blindness-and his voice, for there would be no

soul revealed by hand-painted, plastic implants..Imagination like all living things lives now, and it lives with, from, on true change. Like all we do

and have, it can be co-opted and degraded; but it survives commercial and didactic exploitation. The land outlasts the empires. The conquerors may
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leave desert where there was forest and meadow, but the rain will fall, the rivers will run to the sea. The unstable, mutable, untruthful realms of

Once-upon-a-time are as much a part of human history and thought as the nations in our kaleidoscopic atlases, and some are more enduring..A

nuclear-powered sound system blasted out the Doors, Jefferson Airplane, the Mamas and the Papas, Strawberry Alarm Clock, Country Joe and the

Fish, the Lovin' Spoonful, Donovan (unfortunately), the Rolling Stones (annoyingly), and the Beatles (infuriatingly). Megatons of music crashed

off the brick walls, made the many-paned metal framed windows reverberate like the drumheads in a hard-marching military band, and created

simultaneously an exhilarating sense of possibility and a sense of doom, the feeling that Armageddon was coming soon but that it was going to be

fun..Uncommon dexterity is essential for anyone who hopes to become a highly skilled card mechanic, but it is not the sole requirement. A capacity

to endure grim tedium while engaging in thousands of hours of patient practice is equally important. The finest card mechanics also exhibit

complex memory function of a breadth and depth that the average person would find extraordinary..Her belief in fortune-telling and in the curious

ritual she was about to undertake weren't condoned by the Church. Mysticism of this sort was, in fact, considered to be a sin, a distraction from

faith and a perversion of it.."But in 'This Momentous Day,' Bartholomew is just the disciple, the historical figure, and he's also a metaphor for the

unforeseen consequences of even our most ordinary actions.".Reaching between the slats, Agnes tickled the pink piggies on his left foot.

"Toes.".On the short return trip to the ophthahnologist, Agnes crazily considered driving past Chan's office building, cruising onward--ever

onward-into the sparkling December night, not just back to Bright Beach, where the bad news would simply come by phone, but to places so far

away that the diagnosis could never catch up to them, where the disease would remain unnamed and therefore would have no power over Barty..On

Christmas Eve, 1996, the family gathered in the middle of the three houses for dinner. The living-room furniture had been moved aside to the

walls, and three tables had been set end to end, the length of the room, to accommodate everyone..He surprised himself by sitting up in bed and

shouting, "Shut up, shut up, shut up!".Angel brightened at the sight of the coin turning end-over-end across his knuckles. "I could learn to do that,"

she asserted..On Tuesday evening, September 7, after half an hour in the lotus position, thinking about nothing whatsoever but a white pin with two

black bands at its neck and the number I painted on its head, Junior went to bed at eleven o'clock and set his alarm for three in the morning, when

he intended to shoot himself..Only now, as the tide of adrenaline began to ebb, Paul wondered who could possibly have wanted to kill a man of

peace and God, a man as good as Harrison White.."Worlds," ventured Jacob, "in which that oil-tank truck never stopped on the railroad tracks in

Bakersfield, back in '60. So the train never crashed into it and those seventeen people never died.".Phimie's eyes widened, her hand tightened

painfully on her sister's hand, her entire body convulsed, thrashed, and she cried, "Unnn, unnn, unnn!".He found nothing especially gratifying,

switched off the lights, and moved on to the living room. If Cain was coming home, he could glance up from the street and see lights ablaze here,

so Vanadium resorted to a small flashlight, always carefully hooding the lens with one hand..Tuesday, January 9, having cashed out a number of

investments during the past ten days, Junior made a wire transfer of one and a half million dollars to the Gammoner account in the Grand Cayman

bank..Kathleen and Nolly shifted their attention to Tom's clenched left hand, although the quarter could not possibly have traveled from one fist to

the other..She pushed her chair back from the table and got to her feet, and everyone followed her example..After wiping her floury hands, Agnes

took the book from him and, examining it, could find nothing wrong. She flipped back a few pages, then a few forward, but the lines of type were

crisp and clear. "Show me where, honey."
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