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21. Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets ccccxxxii.? ? ? ? ? 'Twas not of wine that I had drunk; her mouth's sweet honeyed dews It was intoxicated
me with bliss and ravishment..? ? ? ? ? h. The Old Woman, the Merchant and the King dcccxcvi.? ? ? ? ? Awaken, O ye sleepers all, and profit,
whilst it's here By what's vouchsafed of fortune fair and life untroubled, clear..Then he turned back, pondering upon that sleeping youth, and
coming to him, as he slept, lighted down from his horse and sat down by him. He fixed his eyes upon his face and considered him awhile and said
in himself, 'For aught I know, this youth may be Melik Shah.' And he fell a-hemming and saying, 'Harkye, O youth!' Whereupon the sleeper awoke
and sat up; and the eunuch said to him, 'Who is thy father in this village and where is thy dwelling?' The youth sighed and answered, 'I am a
stranger;' and the eunuch said, 'From what land art thou and who is thy father?' Quoth the other, 'I am from such a land,' and the eunuch ceased not
to question him and he to answer him, till he was certified of him and knew him. So he rose and embraced him and kissed him and wept over his
case. Moreover, he told him that he was going about in quest of him and informed him that he was come privily from the king his mother's husband
and that his mother would be content [to know] that he was alive and well, though she saw him not..? ? ? ? ? When love-longing for her sweet sake
I took upon myself, The railers flocked to me anon, on blame and chiding bent;.At this Queen Kemeriyeh was moved to exceeding delight and
drank off her cup, saying, 'Well done, O queen of hearts!' Moreover, she took off a surcoat of blue brocade, fringed with red rubies, and a necklace
of white jewels, worth an hundred thousand dinars, and gave them to Tuhfeh. Then she passed the cup to her sister Zelzeleh, who had in her hand
sweet basil, and she said to Tuhfeh, 'Sing to me on this sweet basil.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and improvised and sang the
following verses:.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Chief of the New Cairo Police cccxliii.? ? ? ? ? Would God thou knewst what I endure for love of thee
and how My vitals for thy cruelty are all forspent and dead!.? ? ? ? ? What is there in the tents? Their burdens are become A lover's, whose belov'd
is in the litters' shrined..The Fourteenth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? For those whom we cherish are parted and gone; They have left us in torment
to pine for dismay..When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier and bade him tell the story of the King of Hind and his vizier. So he
said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king of august lineage, that.She comes in a robe the colour of ultramarine, iii. 190..? ? ? ? ? Lo under
my command the land of Yemen is And trenchant is my sword against the foe in fight..? ? ? ? ? c. Story of the Chief of the Old Cairo Police
cccxliv.? ? ? ? ? Since thou hast looked on her, mine eye, be easy, for by God Nor mote nor ailment needst thou fear nor evil accident..Then said
the Khalif to her, "I lie and my eunuch lieth, and thou liest and thy waiting-woman lieth; so methinks we were best go, all four of us together, that
we may see which of us telleth the truth." Quoth Mesrour, "Come, let us go, that I may put this ill-omened old woman to shame (37) and deal her a
sound drubbing for her lying." And she answered him, saying, "O dotard, is thy wit like unto my wit? Indeed, thy wit is as the hen's wit." Mesrour
was incensed at her words and would have laid violent hands on her, but the Lady Zubeideh warded him off from her and said to him, "Her
sooth-fastness will presently be distinguished from thy sooth-fastness and her leasing from thy leasing.".? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest Lady's Story xvii.? ?
? ? ? "Console thou thyself for his love," quoth they, "with another than he;" But, "Nay, by his life," answered I, "I'll never forget him my
dear!".For the uses of food I was fashioned and made, ii. 223..? ? ? ? ? Her eye is sharper than a sword; the soul with ecstasy It takes and longing
leaves behind, that nothing may assain..Bihkerd, Story of King, i. 121..? ? ? ? ? h. The Eighth Officer's Story dccccxxxv.Then the king assembled
his nobles and commons and the astrologers and said to them, 'Know that what God hath graven upon the forehead, be it fair fortune or calamity,
none may avail to efface, and all that is decreed unto a man he must needs abide. Indeed, this my caretaking and my endeavour profited me nought,
for that which God decreed unto my son, he hath abidden and that which He decreed unto me hath betided me. Nevertheless, I praise God and
thank Him for that this was at my son's hand and not at the hand of another, and praised be He for that the kingship is come to my son!' And he
strained the youth to his breast and embraced him and kissed him, saying, 'O my son, this matter was on such a wise, and of my care and
watchfulness over thee from destiny, I lodged thee in that pit; but caretaking availed not.' Then he took the crown of the kingship and set it on his
son's head and caused the folk and the people swear fealty to him and commended the subjects to his care and enjoined him to justice and equity.
And he took leave of him that night and died and his son reigned in his stead..? ? ? ? ? Oft as my yearning waxeth, my heart consoleth me With
hopes of thine enjoyment in all security..? ? ? ? ? El Abbas from Akil his stead is come again; Prize hath he made of steeds and many a
baggage-train;.? ? ? ? ? Behold, I am clad in a robe of leaves green And a garment of honour of ultramarine..34. The Imam Abou Yousuf with
Haroun er Reshid and his Vizier Jaafer ccxcvi.69. Musab ben ez Zubeir and Aaisheh his Wife ccclxxxvi.Now the man who had stolen the clothes
and forged a lie against the pious woman, pretending that he was her lover, sickened of a sore sickness, and his people took him up and set out with
him to visit the holy woman, and Destiny brought them all together by the way. So they fared on, till they came to the city wherein the man dwelt
for whom she had paid a thousand dirhems, to deliver him from torment, and found him about to travel to her, by reason of a sickness that had
betided him. So they all fared on together, unknowing that the holy woman was she whom they had so foully wronged, and ceased not going till
they came to her city and foregathered at the gates of her palace, to wit, that wherein was the tomb of the king's daughter..Then said she to me,
"To-morrow morning, when Amin el Hukm cometh, have patience with him till he have made an end of his speech, and when he is silent, return
him no answer; and if the prefect say to thee, 'What ailest thee that thou answereth him not?' do thou reply, 'O lord, know that the two words are not
alike, but there is no [helper] for him who is undermost (101), save God the Most High.' (102) The Cadi will say, 'What is the meaning of thy
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saying," The two words are not alike"?' And do thou make answer, saying, 'I deposited with thee a damsel from the palace of the Sultan, and most
like some losel of thy household hath transgressed against her or she hath been privily murdered. Indeed, there were on her jewels and raiment
worth a thousand dinars, and hadst thou put those who are with thee of slaves and slave-girls to the question, thou hadst assuredly lit on some traces
[of the crime].' When he heareth this from thee, his agitation will redouble and he will be confounded and will swear that needs must thou go with
him to his house; but do thou say, 'That will I not do, for that I am the party aggrieved, more by token that I am under suspicion with thee.' If he
redouble in calling [on God for aid] and conjure thee by the oath of divorce, saying, 'Needs must thou come,' do thou say, 'By Allah, I will not go,
except the prefect come also.'.? ? ? ? ? Our stead, that late was desert, grew green and eke our trees, That barren were, grew loaded with ripened
fruits galore..Certain husbandmen once made complaint to David (on whom be peace!) against certain owners of sheep, whose flocks had fallen
upon their crops by night and devoured them, and he bade value the crops [and that the shepherds should make good the amount]. But Solomon (on
whom be peace!) rose and said, "Nay, but let the sheep be delivered to the husbandmen, so they may take their milk and wool, till they have repaid
themselves the value of their crops; then let the sheep return to their owners." So David withdrew his own ordinance and caused execute that of
Solomon; yet was David no oppressor; but Solomon's judgment was more pertinent and he showed himself therein better versed in jurisprudence.'
(245).Then he called for a chest and bringing out thence a necklace of Greek handiwork, worth a thousand dinars, wrapped it in a mantle of green
silk, set with pearls and jewels and inwrought with red gold, and joined thereto two caskets of musk and ambergris. Moreover, he put off upon the
girl a mantle of Greek silk, striped with gold, wherein were divers figures and semblants depictured, never saw eyes its like. Therewithal the girl's
wit fled for joy and she went forth from his presence and returned to her mistress. When she came in to her, she acquainted her with that which she
had seen of El Abbas and that which was with him of servants and attendants and [set out to her] the loftiness of his station and gave her that which
was with her..38. The Lover who feigned himself a Thief to save his Mistress's Honour dlvii.Druggist, The Singer and the, i. 229..65. The
Simpleton and the Sharper dclii.The old woman went out, running, whilst the Khalif and Mesrour laughed, and gave not over running till she came
into the street. Aboulhusn saw her and knowing her, said to his wife, "O Nuzhet el Fuad, meseemeth the Lady Zubeideh hath sent to us to see who
is dead and hath not given credence to Mesrour's report of thy death; so she hath despatched the old woman, her stewardess, to discover the truth;
wherefore it behoveth me to be dead in my turn, for the sake of thy credit with the Lady Zubeideh." Accordingly, he lay down and stretched
himself out, and she covered him and bound his eyes and feet and sat at his head, weeping..123. The Blacksmith who could Handle Fire without
Hurt cccclxxi.There was once in the land of Hind a king of illustrious station, endowed with understanding and good sense, and his name was Shah
Bekht. He had a vizier, a man of worth and intelligence, prudent in counsel, conformable to him in his governance and just in his judgment;
wherefore his enviers were many and many were the hypocrites, who sought in him faults and set snares for him, so that they insinuated into King
Shah Bekht's eye hatred and rancour against him and sowed despite against him in his heart; and plot followed after plot, till [at last] the king was
brought to arrest him and lay him in prison and confiscate his good and avoid his estate. (77).? ? ? ? ? But deemed yourself secure from every
changing chance Nor recked the ebb and flow of Fortune's treacherous tide..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Old Man's Story viii.? ? ? ? ? Still, as my
transports wax, grows restlessness on me And woes have ta'en the place of love-delight denied..Malice, Of Envy and, i. 125..Asleep and Awake, i.
5..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of the Barber's Fourth Brother clii.?OF THE ADVANTAGES OF PATIENCE..All those who were present marvelled
at this story with the utmost marvel, and the twelfth officer came forward and said, 'I will tell you a pleasant trait that I had from a certain man,
concerning an adventure that befell him with one of the thieves. (Quoth he).Merchant and the King, The Old Woman, the, i. 265..? ? ? ? ? Midmost
the watches of the night I see thee, in a dream; A lying dream, for he I love my love doth not repay..As for the singer, when his [stay in the oven]
grew long upon him, he came forth therefrom, thinking that her husband had gone away. Then he went up to the roof and looking down, beheld his
friend the druggist; whereat he was sore concerned and said in himself, 'Alas, the disgrace of it! This is my friend the druggist, who dealt kindly
with me and wrought me fair and I have requited him with foul' And he feared to return to the druggist; so he went down and opened the first door
and would have gone out; but, when he came to the outer door, he found it locked and saw not the key. So he stole up again to the roof and cast
himself down into the [next] house. The people of the house heard him and hastened to him, deeming him a thief. Now the house in question
belonged to a Persian; so they laid hands on him and the master of the house began to beat him, saying to him, 'Thou art a thief.' 'Nay,' answered he,
'I am no thief, but a singing-man, a stranger. I heard your voices and came to sing to you.'.It befell one day that he entered a certain city and sold
somewhat that was with him of merchandise and got him friends of the merchants of the place and fell to sitting with them and entertaining them
and inviting them to his lodging and his assembly, whilst they also invited him to their houses. On this wise he abode a long while, till he was
minded to leave the city; and this was bruited abroad among his friends, who were concerned for parting from him. Then he betook himself to him
of them, who was the richest of them in substance and the most apparent of them in generosity, and sat with him and borrowed his goods; and when
he was about to take leave, he desired him to give him the deposit that he had left with him. 'And what is the deposit?' asked the merchant. Quoth
the sharper, 'It is such a purse, with the thousand dinars therein.' And the merchant said, 'When didst thou give it me?' 'Extolled be the perfection of
God!' replied the sharper. 'Was it not on such a day, by such a token, and thus and thus?' 'I know not of this,' rejoined the merchant, and words were
bandied about between them, whilst the folk [who were present also] disputed together concerning their affair and their speech, till their voices rose
high and the neighbours had knowledge of that which passed between them..When the morning morrowed, the people went seeking for him, but
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found him not; and when the king knew this, he was perplexed concerning his affair and abode unknowing what he should do. Then he sought for a
vizier to fill his room, and the king's brother said, 'I have a vizier, a sufficient man.' 'Bring him to me,' said the king. So he brought him a man,
whom he set at the head of affairs; but he seized upon the kingdom and clapped the king in irons and made his brother king in his stead. The new
king gave himself up to all manner of wickedness, whereat the folk murmured and his vizier said to him, 'I fear lest the Indians take the old king
and restore him to the kingship and we both perish; wherefore, if we take him and cast him into the sea, we shall be at rest from him; and we will
publish among the folk that he is dead.' And they agreed upon this. So they took him up and carrying him out to sea, cast him in..? ? ? ? ? God
knows I ne'er recalled thy memory to my thought, But still with brimming tears straightway mine eyes were fraught;.When the king had made an
end of his story, he bade the bystanders spit in the Magian's face and curse him; and they did this. Then he bade cut out his tongue and on the
morrow he bade cut off his ears and nose and pluck out his eyes. On the third day he bade cut off his hands and on the fourth his feet; and they
ceased not to lop him limb from limb, and each member they cast into the fire, after its cutting-off, before his face, till his soul departed, after he
had endured torments of all kinds and fashions. The king bade crucify his trunk on the city-wall three days' space; after which he let burn it and
reduce its ashes to powder and scatter them abroad in the air..12. The Waterfowl and the Tortoise cxlviii.Tuhfet el Culoub and Er Reshid, ii.
203..On this wise they abode months and years and the queen-mother ceased not to do thus till the cook's brother came to the town in his ship, and
with him Selim. So he landed with the youth and showed him to the queen, [that she might buy him]. When she saw him, she augured well of him;
so she bought him from the cook's brother and was kind to him and entreated him with honour. Then she fell to proving him in his parts and
making assay of him in his affairs and found in him all that is in kings' sons of understanding and breeding and goodly manners and qualities..? ? ?
? ? c. The Fishes and the Crab dcccciii.The master of police held his hand from him, saying, "Belike he is of the kinsmen of the Commander of the
Faithful," and said to the second, "Who art thou?" Quoth he, "I am the son of him whose rank (75) time abaseth not, and if it descend (76) one day,
it will assuredly return [to its former height]; thou seest the folk [crowd] in troops to the light of his fire, some standing around it and some sitting."
So the master of the police refrained from slaying him and said to the third, "Who art thou?" Quoth he, "I am the son of him who plungeth through
the ranks (77) with his might and correcteth (78) them with the sword, (79) so that they stand straight; (80) his feet are not loosed from the stirrup,
(81) whenas the horsemen on the day of battle are weary." So the master of police held his hand from him also, saying, "Belike, he is the son of a
champion of the Arabs.".Then he sprang up [and going] to the place wherein was the other half of his good, [took it] and lived with it well; and he
swore that he would never again consort with those whom he knew, but would company only with the stranger nor entertain him but one night and
that, whenas it morrowed, he would never know him more. So he fell to sitting every night on the bridge (7) and looking on every one who passed
by him; and if he saw him to be a stranger, he made friends with him and carried him to his house, where he caroused with him till the morning.
Then he dismissed him and would never more salute him nor ever again drew near unto him neither invited him..Then he lighted him three candles
and three lamps and spreading the drinking-cloth, brought clarified wine, limpid, old and fragrant, the scent whereof was as that of virgin musk. He
filled the first cup and saying, "O my boon-companion, by thy leave, be ceremony laid aside between us! I am thy slave; may I not be afflicted with
thy loss!" drank it off and filled a second cup, which he handed to the Khalif, with a reverence. His fashion pleased the Khalif and the goodliness of
his speech and he said in himself, "By Allah, I will assuredly requite him for this!" Then Aboulhusn filled the cup again and handed it to the Khalif,
reciting the following verses:.106. The Man of Upper Egypt and his Frank Wife dccclxii.? ? ? ? ? The true believer is pinched for his daily bread,
Whilst infidel rogues enjoy all benefit..Rail not at the vicissitudes of Fate, ii. 219..An if ye'd of evil be quit, look that no evil ye do, ii. 192..Then
they agreed upon a device between them, to wit, that they should feign an occasion in their own country, under pretext that she had there wealth
buried from the time of her husband Melik Shah and that none knew of it but this eunuch who was with her, wherefore it behoved that he should go
and fetch it. So she acquainted the king her husband with this and sought of him leave for the eunuch to go: and the king granted him permission
for the journey and charged him cast about for a device, lest any get wind of him. Accordingly, the eunuch disguised himself as a merchant and
repairing to Belehwan's city, began to enquire concerning the youth's case; whereupon they told him that he had been prisoned in an underground
dungeon and that his uncle had released him and dispatched him to such a place, where they had slain him. When the eunuch heard this, it was
grievous to him and his breast was straitened and he knew not what he should do..Now the king had a son, a pleasant child, called the Amir
Mohammed, who was comely of youth and sweet of speech; he had read in books and studied histories and above all things in the world he loved
the telling and hearing of verses and stories and anecdotes. He was dear to his father King Jemhour, for that he had none other son than he on life,
and indeed he had reared him in the lap of fondness and he was gifted with the utterest of beauty and grace and brightness and perfection.
Moreover, he had learnt to play upon the lute and upon all manner instruments of music and he was used to [carouse and] company with friends
and brethren. Now it was of his wont that, when the king rose to go to his sleeping-chamber, he would sit in his place and seek of me that I should
entertain him with stories and verses and pleasant anecdotes; and on this wise I abode with them a great while in all cheer and delight, and the
prince still loved me with an exceeding great love and entreated me with the utmost kindness..154. King Mohammed ben Sebaik and the Merchant
Hassan dcclvi.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclv.47. The Man of Yemen and his six Slave-girls dxcv.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? How
many an one, with loss of wealth, hath turned mine enemy!.Mamoun (El) El Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant and the Favourite of the Khalif, iii.
171..When the evening evened, the king sat in his privy closet and summoning the vizier, required of him the promised story. So Er Rehwan said,
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"Know, O king, that.So the highwayman took the saddle-bags and offered to kill the traveller, who said, "What is this? Thou hast no blood-feud
against me, that should make my slaughter incumbent [on thee]. Quoth the other, "Needs must I slay thee;" whereupon the traveller dismounted
from his horse and grovelled on the earth, beseeching the robber and speaking him fair. The latter hearkened not to his prayers, but cast him to the
ground; whereupon the traveller [raised his eyes and seeing a francolin flying over him,] said, in his agony," O francolin, bear witness that this man
slayeth me unjustly and wickedly; for indeed I have given him all that was with me and besought him to let me go, for my children's sake; yet
would he not consent unto this. But be thou witness against him, for God is not unmindful of that which is done of the oppressors." The
highwayman paid no heed to this speech, but smote him and cut off his head..? ? ? ? ? q. The Shepherd and the Thief dccccxxi.? ? ? ? ? The sweet
of slumber after thee I have forsworn; indeed The loss of thee hath smitten me with trouble and affright..My flower a marvel on your heads doth
show, ii. 254..?STORY OF THE DETHRONED KING WHOSE KINGDOM AND GOOD WERE RESTORED TO HIM..? ? ? ? ? Quoth I (and
mine a body is of passion all forslain, Ay, and a heart that's all athirst for love and longing pain.Presently, El Abbas, son of King El Aziz, lord of
the land of Yemen and Zebidoun (55) and Mecca (which God increase in honour and brightness and beauty!), heard of her; and he was of the great
ones of Mecca and the Hejaz (56) and was a youth without hair on his cheeks. So he presented himself one day in his father's sitting-chamber, (57)
whereupon the folk made way for him and the king seated him on a chair of red gold, set with pearls and jewels. The prince sat, with his head
bowed to the ground, and spoke not to any; whereby his father knew that his breast was straitened and bade the boon-companions and men of wit
relate marvellous histories, such as beseem the assemblies of kings; nor was there one of them but spoke forth the goodliest of that which was with
him; but El Abbas still abode with his head bowed down. Then the king bade his session-mates withdraw, and when the chamber was void, he
looked at his son and said to him, "By Allah, thou rejoicest me with thy coming in to me and chagrinest me for that thou payest no heed to any of
the session-mates nor of the boon-companions. What is the cause of this?".Then they went on a little, and thieves met them and despoiling them of
that which remained with them, stripped them of their raiment and took the children from them; whereupon the woman wept and said to her
husband, 'O man, put away from thee this folly and arise, let us follow the thieves, so haply they may have compassion on us and restore the
children to us.' 'O woman,' answered he, 'have patience, for he who doth evil shall be requited with evil and his wickedness shall revert upon him.
Were I to follow them, most like one of them would take his sword and smite off my head and slay me; but have patience, for the issue of patience
is praised.' Then they fared on till they drew near a village in the land of Kirman, and by it a river of water. So he said to his wife, 'Abide thou here,
whilst I enter the village and look us out a place wherein we may take up our lodging.' And he left her by the water and entered the village..? ? ? ? ?
t. The two Pigeons dxcvii.Meanwhile, the governor returned to the youth, who questioned him of his absence, and he told him that he had been in
the city of the king who had taken the damsel. When the youth heard this, he misdoubted of the governor and never again trusted him in aught, but
was still on his guard against him. Then the governor made great store of sweetmeats and put in them deadly poison and presented them to the
youth. When the latter saw the sweetmeats, he said in himself, 'This is an extraordinary thing of the governor! Needs must there be mischief in this
sweetmeat, and I will make proof of it upon himself.' So he made ready victual and set on the sweetmeat amongst it and bade the governor to his
house and set food before him. He ate and amongst the rest, they brought him the poisoned sweetmeat; so he ate thereof and died forthright;
whereby the youth knew that this was a plot against himself and said, 'He who seeketh his fortune of his own [unaided] might (190) attaineth it not.'
Nor (continued the vizier) is this, O king of the age, more extraordinary than the story of the druggist and his wife and the singer.".After this came
the horseman, who had taken Abou Sabir's wife, and complained of her to the king that she would not give him possession of herself, avouching
that she was his wife. The king bade bring her before him, that he might hear her speech and pronounce judgment upon her. So the horseman came
with her before him, and when the king saw her, he knew her and taking her from her ravisher, bade put the latter to death. Then he became aware
of the troops, that they murmured against him and spoke of him as a tyrant; so he turned to his officers and viziers and said to them, 'As for me, by
God the Great, I am not the king's brother! Nay, I am but one whom the king imprisoned upon a word he heard from me and used every day to
taunt me therewith. Ye think that I am the king's brother; but I am Abou Sabir and God hath given me the kingship in virtue of my patience. As for
the king who sought protection of me and I despoiled him, it was he who first wronged me, for that he despoiled me aforetime and drove me forth
of my native land and banished me, without due [cause]; wherefore I requited him with that which he had done to me, in the way of lawful
vengeance. As for the thieves who proffered repentance, there was no repentance for them with me, for that they began upon me with foul [dealing]
and waylaid me by the road and despoiled me and took my good and my sons. Now these two boys, that I took of them and whom ye deemed
slaves, are my very sons; so I avenged myself on the thieves of that which they did with me aforetime and requited them with equity. As for the
horseman whom I slew, the woman I took from him was my wife and he took her by force, but God the Most High hath restored her [to me]; so
this was my right, and my deed that I have done was just, albeit ye, [judging] by the outward of the matter, deemed that I had done this by way of
tyranny.' When the folk heard this, they marvelled and fell prostrate before him; and they redoubled in esteem for him and exceeding affection and
excused themselves to him, marvelling at that which God had done with him and how He had given him the kingship by reason of his longsuffering
and his patience and how he had raised himself by his patience from the bottom of the pit to the throne of the kingdom, what while God cast down
the [late] king from the throne into the pit. (109) Then Abou Sabir foregathered with his wife and said to her, 'How deemest thou of the fruit of
patience and its sweetness and the fruit of haste and its bitterness? Verily, all that a man doth of good and evil, he shall assuredly abide.' On like
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wise, O king," continued the young treasurer, "it behoveth thee to practise patience, whenas it is possible to thee, for that patience is of the fashion
of the noble, and it is the chiefest of their reliance, especially for kings.".Now the king was seated at the lattice, hearkening to their talk, and Abou
Sabir's words angered him; so he bade bring him before him and they brought him forthright. Now there was in the king's palace an underground
dungeon and therein a vast deep pit, into which the king caused cast Abou Sabir, saying to him, 'O lackwit, now shall we see how thou wilt come
forth of the pit to the throne of the kingdom.' Then he used to come and stand at the mouth of the pit and say, 'O lackwit, O Abou Sabir, I see thee
not come forth of the pit and sit down on the king's throne!' And he assigned him each day two cakes of bread, whilst Abou Sabir held his peace
and spoke not, but bore with patience that which betided him..When she had made an end of her song, Queen Es Shuhba arose and said, 'Never
heard I from any the like of this.' And she drew Tuhfeh to her and fell to kissing her. Then she took leave of her and flew away; and all the birds
took flight with her, so that they walled the world; whilst the rest of the kings tarried behind..56. El Mutawekkil and his Favourite Mehboubeh
cccli.?STORY OF THE KING OF HIND AND HIS VIZIER..Then he re-entered the village and buying the prince a horse, mounted him thereon
and they ceased not going, till they came to the frontier of their own country, where there fell robbers upon them by the way and took all that was
with them and pinioned them; after which they cast them into a pit hard by the road and went away and left them to die there, and indeed they had
cast many folk into that pit and they had died..Husband, The Credulous, i. 270..When she had made an end of her verses, she folded the letter and
delivered it to the nurse, who took it and carried it to El Abbas. He broke it open and read it and apprehended its purport; then took inkhorn and
paper and wrote the following verses:.So she sent for him in private and said to him, 'I purpose to do thee a service, so thou canst but keep a secret.'
He promised her all that she desired and she discovered to him her secret in the matter of her daughter, saying, 'I will marry thee to her and commit
to thee the governance of her affair and make thee king and ruler over this city.' He thanked her and promised to uphold all that she should order
him, and she said to him, 'Go forth to such an one of the neighbouring provinces privily.' So he went forth and on the morrow she made ready bales
and gear and presents and bestowed on him a great matter, all of which they loaded on the backs of camels..? ? ? ? ? a. The Hawk and the Partridge
cxlix.So the wicked man attained that which he sought of the vizier and the case was prolonged till the affairs of the kingdom became disordered,
by dint of ill governance, and the most part of the king's empery fell away from him and he came nigh unto ruin. Therewithal he was certified of
the loyalty of his [late] skilful vizier and the excellence of his governance and the justness of his judgment. So he sent after him and brought him
and the wicked man before him and summoning the grandees of his realm and the chiefs of his state to his presence, gave them leave to talk and
dispute and forbade the wicked man from that his lewd opinion. (80) Then arose that wise and skilful vizier and praised God the Most High and
lauded Him and glorified Him and hallowed Him and attested His unity and disputed with the wicked man and overcame him and put him to
silence; nor did he cease from him till he enforced him to make confession of repentance [and turning away] from that which he had believed..? ? ?
? ? My kinsmen and my friends for thee I did forsake And left them weeping tears that poured as 'twere a tide..King and his Chamberlain's Wife,
The, ii. 53..They cut their bonds and poured wine into their gullets, till they came to themselves, when the king looked at the eunuch and
recognizing him, said, 'Harkye, such an one!' 'Yes, O my lord the king,' replied the man and prostrated himself to him; whereat the king marvelled
with an exceeding wonder and said to him, 'How earnest thou to this place and what hath befallen thee?" Quoth the eunuch, 'I went and took out the
treasure and brought it hither; but the [evil] eye was behind me and I unknowing. So the thieves took us alone here and seized the money and cast
us into this pit, so we might die of hunger, even as they had done with other than we; but God the Most High sent thee, in pity to us.'.Meanwhile,
news came to his wife that her husband had taken service with King Such-an-one; so she arose and taking her two sons, (for she had given birth to
twin boys in his absence,) set out for those parts. As fate would have it, they happened upon an island and her husband came thither that very night
in the ship. [When the woman heard of the coming of the ship], she said to her children, 'This ship cometh from the country where your father is; so
go ye to the sea-shore, that ye may enquire of him.' So they repaired to the sea-shore and [going up into the ship], fell to playing about it and
occupied themselves with their play till the evening..When the morning morrowed and the king sat on the throne of his kingship, he summoned the
chief of his viziers and said to him, "What deemest thou of this that yonder robber-youth hath done? Behold, he hath entered my house and lain
down on my bed and I fear lest there be an intrigue between him and the woman. How deemest thou of the affair?" "God prolong the king's
continuance!" replied the vizier. "What sawest thou in this youth [to make thee trust in him]? Is he not vile of origin, the son of thieves? Needs
must a thief revert to his vile origin, and whoso reareth the young of the serpent shall get of them nought but biting. As for the woman, she is not at
fault; for, since [the] time [of her marriage with thee] till now, there hath appeared from her nought but good breeding and modesty; and now, if the
king give me leave, I will go to her and question her, so I may discover to thee the affair.".? ? ? ? ? f. The Unjust King and the Pilgrim Prince
dccccv.? ? ? ? ? O blamer of me for the love of him who denieth his grace, Which be the delightsome of things, but those which the people
deny?.When El Abbas heard her verses, they pleased him and he said to her, "Well done, O Sitt el Husn! Indeed, thou hast done away trouble from
my heart and [banished] the things that had occurred to my mind." Then he heaved a sigh and signing to the fifth damsel, who was from the land of
the Persians and whose name was Merziyeh (now she was the fairest of them all and the sweetest of speech and she was like unto a splendid star,
endowed with beauty and loveliness and brightness and perfection and justness of shape and symmetry and had a face like the new moon and eyes
as they were gazelle's eyes) and said to her, "O Merziyeh, come forward and tune thy lute and sing to us on the [same] subject, for indeed we are
resolved upon departure to the land of Yemen." Now this damsel had met many kings and had consorted with the great; so she tuned her lute and
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sang the following verses:.?STORY OF THE THREE MEN AND OUR LORD JESUS..? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor
cclxix.Now the Persian had a mameluke, (201) as he were the full moon, and he arose [and went out], and the singer followed him and wept before
him, professing love to him and kissing his hands and feet. The mameluke took compassion on him and said to him, 'When the night cometh and
my master entereth [the harem] and the folk go away, I will grant thee thy desire; and I lie in such a place.' Then the singer returned and sat with
the boon-companions, and the Persian rose and went out, he and the mameluke beside him. [Then they returned and sat down.] (202) Now the
singer knew the place that the mameluke occupied at the first of the night; but it befell that he rose from his place and the candle went out. The
Persian, who was drunken, fell over on his face, and the singer, supposing him to be the mameluke, said, 'By Allah, it is good!' and threw himself
upon him and clipped him, whereupon the Persian started up, crying out, and laying hands on the singer, pinioned him and beat him grievously,
after which he bound him to a tree that was in the house. (203).When it was the Nine hundred and thirtieth Night, Shehrzad said, "O king, there is
present in my thought a story which treateth of women's craft and wherein is a warning to whoso will be warned and an admonishment to whoso
will be admonished and whoso hath discernment; but I fear lest the hearing of this lessen me with the king and lower my rank in his esteem; yet I
hope that this will not be, for that it is a rare story. Women are indeed corruptresses; their craft and their cunning may not be set out nor their wiles
known. Men enjoy their company and are not careful to uphold them [in the right way], neither do they watch over them with all vigilance, but
enjoy their company and take that which is agreeable and pay no heed to that which is other than this. Indeed, they are like unto the crooked rib,
which if thou go about to straighten, thou distortest it, and which if thou persist in seeking to redress, thou breakest it; wherefore it behoveth the
man of understanding to be silent concerning them."."He shall not come in to me. Who is at the door, other than he?" "Heman ben Ghalib el
Ferezdec," (55) answered Adi; and Omar said, "It is he who saith, glorying in adultery ..." [And he repeated the following verses:].A certain
wealthy merchant had a fair daughter, who was as the full moon, and when she attained the age of fifteen, her father betook himself to an old man
and spreading him a carpet in his sitting-chamber, gave him to eat and caroused with him. Then said he to him, 'I desire to marry thee to my
daughter.' The other excused himself, because of his poverty, and said to him, 'I am not worthy of her nor am I a match for thee.' The merchant was
instant with him, but he repeated his answer to him, saying, 'I will not consent to this till thou acquaint me with the reason of thy desire for me. If I
find it reasonable, I will fall in with thy wish; and if not, I will not do this ever.'.When she had made an end of her verses, she folded the letter and
delivered it to the nurse, who took it and went with it to El Abbas. When she gave it to him, he took it and breaking it open, read it and
apprehended its purport; and when he came to the end of it, he swooned away. After awhile, he came to himself and said, "Praised be God who
hath caused her return an answer to my letter! Canst thou carry her another letter, and with God the Most High be thy requital?" Quoth she, "And
what shall letters profit thee, seeing she answereth on this wise?" But he said, "Belike, she may yet be softened." Then he took inkhorn and paper
and wrote the following verses:.On this wise she abode a great while and indeed yearning for him came nigh to slay her; so she stood and watched
for him one day at the door of her chamber and straining him to her bosom, kissed him on the cheek and breast. At this moment, out came the
master of the king's household and seeing her embracing the youth, abode amazed. Then he asked to whom that chamber belonged and was
answered, 'To Shah Khatoun, wife of the king,' whereupon he turned back, trembling as [one smitten by] a thunderbolt. The king saw him quaking
and said to him, 'Out on thee! what is the matter?' 'O king,' answered he, 'what matter is graver than that which I see?' 'What seest thou?' asked the
king and the officer said, 'I see that yonder youth, who came with the eunuch, he brought not with him but on account of Shah Khatoun; for that I
passed but now by her chamber door, and she was standing, watching; [and when the youth came up,] she rose to him and clipped him and kissed
him on his cheek.'.Meanwhile, Belehwan the froward addressed himself to pay court to Caesar, King of the Greeks, (131) and seek help of him in
making war upon his father, and he inclined unto him and gave him a numerous army. His father the king heard of this and sent to Caesar, saying,
'O king of illustrious might, succour not an evil-doer. This is my son and he hath done thus and thus and cut his brother's throat and that of his
brother's son in the cradle.' But he told not the King of the Greeks that the child [had recovered and] was alive. When Caesar heard [the truth] of the
matter, it was grievous to him and he sent back to Suleiman Shah, saying, 'If it be thy will, O king, I will cut off his head and send it to thee.' But he
made answer, saying, 'I reck not of him: the reward of his deed and his crimes shall surely overtake him, if not to-day, then to-morrow.' And from
that day he continued to correspond with Caesar and to exchange letters and presents with him..The Ninth Day.So the chamberlain went about that
which he needed and assembling his wife's kinsfolk, said to them, 'I am resolved to put away my wife.' They took this ill of him and complained of
him and summoning him before the king, sat pleading with him. Now the king had no knowledge of that which had passed; so he said to the
chamberlain, 'Why wilt thou put her away and how can thy soul consent unto this and why takest thou unto thyself a goodly piece of land and after
forsakest it? 'May God amend the king!' answered the husband. 'By Allah, O king, I saw therein the track of the lion and fear to enter the land, lest
the lion devour me; and indeed the like of my affair with her is that which befell between the old woman and the draper's wife.' 'What is their
story?' asked the king; and the chamberlain said, 'Know, O king, that.[So he fared on towards them] and when he drew near unto them, he knew
them and they knew him; whereupon they lighted down from their horses and saluting him, gave him joy of his safety and the folk flocked to him.
When he came to his father, they embraced and greeted each other a long time, whilst neither of them availed unto speech, for the greatness of that
which betided them of joy in reunion. Then El Abbas bade the folk mount; so they mounted and his mamelukes surrounded him and they entered
Baghdad on the most magnificent wise and in the highest worship and glory..King who lost Kingdom and Wife and Wealth, The, ii. 66..? ? ? ? ?
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Haste not to that thou dost desire, for haste is still unblest; Be merciful to men, as thou on mercy reckonest;.11. The Hermits cxlviii.Then she came
down from the tree and rent her clothes and said, 'O villain, if these be thy dealings with me before my eyes, how dost thou when thou art absent
from me?' Quoth he, 'What aileth thee?' and she said, 'I saw thee swive the woman before my very eyes.' 'Not so, by Allah!' cried he. 'But hold thy
peace till I go up and see.' So he climbed the tree and no sooner did he begin to do so than up came the lover [from his hiding-place] and taking the
woman by the legs, [fell to swiving her]. When the husband came to the top of the tree, he looked and beheld a man swiving his wife. So he said, 'O
strumpet, what doings are these?' And he made haste to come down from the tree to the ground; [but meanwhile the lover had returned to his
hiding- place] and his wife said to him, 'What sawest thou?' 'I saw a man swive thee,' answered he; and she said, 'Thou liest; thou sawest nought
and sayst this but of conjecture.'.? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.Now he had with him nought wherewithal he might cover himself;
so he wrapped himself up in one of the rugs of the mosque [and abode thus till daybreak], when the Muezzins came and finding him sitting in that
case, said to him, "O youth, what is this plight?" Quoth he, "I cast myself on your hospitality, imploring your protection from a company of folk
who seek to kill me unjustly and oppressively, without cause." And [one of] the Muezzin[s] said, "Be of good heart and cheerful eye." Then he
brought him old clothes and covered him withal; moreover, he set before him somewhat of meat and seeing upon him signs of gentle breeding, said
to him, "O my son, I grow old and desire thee of help, [in return for which] I will do away thy necessity." "Hearkening and obedience," answered
Noureddin and abode with the old man, who rested and took his ease, what while the youth [did his service in the mosque], celebrating the praises
of God and calling the faithful to prayer and lighting the lamps and filling the ewers (28) and sweeping and cleaning out the place..Queen
Kemeriyeh embraced her, as also did Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Wekhimeh and Queen Sherareh, and the former said to her, 'Rejoice in assured
deliverance, for there abideth no harm for thee; but this is no time for talk.' Then they cried out, whereupon up came the Afrits ambushed in the
island, with swords and maces in their hands, and taking up Tuhfeh, flew with her to the palace and made themselves masters thereof, whilst the
Afrit aforesaid, who was dear to Meimoun and whose name was Dukhan, fled like an arrow and stayed not in his flight till he carne to Meimoun
and found him engaged in sore battle with the Jinn. When his lord saw him, he cried out at him, saying, 'Out on thee! Whom hast thou left in the
palace?' And Dukhan answered, saying, 'And who abideth in the palace? Thy beloved Tuhfeh they have taken and Jemreh is slain and they have
gotten possession of the palace, all of it.' With this Meimoun buffeted his face and head and said, 'Out on it for a calamity!' And he cried aloud.
Now Kemeriyeh had sent to her father and acquainted him with the news, whereat the raven of parting croaked for them. So, when Meimoun saw
that which had betided him, (and indeed the Jinn smote upon him and the wings of death overspread his host,) he planted the butt of his spear in the
earth and turning the point thereof to his heart, urged his charger upon it and pressed upon it with his breast, till the point came forth, gleaming,
from his back..So he abode in this employ, till he had sowed and reaped and threshed and winnowed, and all was sheer in his hand and the owner
appointed neither inspector nor overseer, but relied altogether upon him. Then he bethought himself and said, '_I_* misdoubt me the owner of this
grain will not give me my due; so I were better take of it, after the measure of my hire; and if he give me my due, I will restore him that which I
have taken.' So he took of the grain, after the measure of that which fell to him, and hid it in a privy place. Then he carried the rest to the old man
and meted it out to him, and he said to him, 'Come, take [of the grain, after the measure of] thy hire, for which I agreed with thee, and sell it and
buy with the price clothes and what not else; and though thou abide with me half a score years, yet shall thou still have this wage and I will acquit it
to thee thus.' Quoth the merchant in himself, 'Indeed, I have done a foul thing in that I look it without his leave.'.Then they displayed Dinarzad in a
second and a third and a fourth dress and she came forward, as she were the rising sun, and swayed coquettishly to and fro; and indeed she was
even as saith the poet of her in the following verses:.113. Noureddin Ali and Sitt el Milah dcccclviii.As for the king their father, he abode with his
wife, their mother, what while God (to whom belong might and majesty) willed, and they rejoiced in reunion with each other. The kingship
endured unto them and glory and victory, and the king continued to rule with justice and equity, so that the people loved him and still invoked on
him and on his sons length of days and durance; and they lived the most delightsome of lives till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and
Sunderer of Companies, He who layeth waste the palaces and peopleth the tombs; and this is all that hath come down to us of the story of the king
and his wife and children. Nor," added the vizier, "if this story be a solace and a diversion, is it pleasanter or more diverting than that of the young
man of Khorassan and his mother and sister.".? ? ? ? ? c. The Fuller and his Son dlxxix.As he was about to go away, the cook said to him, 'O youth,
doubtless thou art a stranger?' And he answered, 'Yes.' Quoth the cook, 'It is reported in one of the Traditions [of the Prophet that he said,] "Loyal
admonition is [a part] of religion;" and the understanding say, "Admonition is of the characteristics of the true believers." And indeed that which I
have seen of thy fashions pleaseth me and I would fain give thee a warning.' 'Speak out thy warning,' rejoined Selim, 'and may God strengthen thine
affair!' Then said the cook, 'Know, O my son, that in this our country, whenas a stranger entereth therein and eateth of flesh-meat and drinketh not
old wine thereon, this is harmful unto him and engendereth in him dangerous disorders. Wherefore, if thou have provided thee somewhat thereof,
(71) [it is well;] but, if not, look thou procure it, ere thou take the meat and carry it away.' 'May God requite thee with good!' rejoined Selim. 'Canst
thou direct me where it is sold?' And the cook said, 'With me is all that thou seekest thereof.' 'Is there a way for me to see it?' asked the young man;
and the cook sprang up and said, 'Pass on.' So he entered and the cook showed him somewhat of wine; but he said, 'I desire better than this.'
Whereupon he opened a door and entering, said to Selim, 'Enter and follow me.'.God keep the days of love-delight! How dearly sweet they were! i.
225..63. Haroun er Reshid and the Two Girls dcli.98. The Haunted House in Baghdad dclxxxviii.Meanwhile, news was brought that Khorassan had
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been conquered; (23) whereupon Er Reshid rejoiced and bade decorate Baghdad and release all who were in the prisons, giving each of them a
dinar and a dress. So Jaafer addressed himself to the decoration of the city and bade his brother El Fezl ride to the prison and clothe and release the
prisoners. El Fezl did his brother's bidding and released all but the young Damascene, who abode still in the Prison of Blood, saying, "There is no
power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Sublime! Verily, we are God's and to Him we return." Then said El Fezl to the gaoler, "Is there
any prisoner left in the prison?" "No," answered he, and El Fezl was about to depart, when Noureddin called out to him from within the prison,
saying, "O my lord, tarry, for there remaineth none in the prison other than I and indeed I am oppressed. This is a day of clemency and there is no
disputing concerning it." El Fezl bade release him; so they set him free and he gave him a dress and a dinar. So the young man went out,
bewildered and knowing not whither he should go, for that he had abidden in the prison nigh a year and indeed his condition was changed and his
favour faded, and he abode walking and turning round, lest El Muradi should come upon him and cast him into another calamity.
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