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I fear to be seen in the air, ii. 255..When she had made an end of her song, she threw the lute from her hand and wept till she swooned away. So

they sprinkled on her rose-water, mingled with musk, and willow-flower water; and when she came to herself, Er Reshid said to her, "O Sitt el

Milah, this is not fair dealing in thee. We love thee and thou lovest another." "O Commander of the Faithful," answered she, "there is no help for

it." Therewithal he was wroth with her and said, "By the virtue of Hemzeh (19) and Akil (20) and Mohammed, Prince of the Apostles, if thou name

one other than I in my presence, I will bid strike off thy head!" Then he bade return her to her chamber, whilst she wept and recited the following

verses:.? ? ? ? ? Peace upon thee! Ah, how bitter were the severance from thee! Be not this thy troth-plight's ending nor the last of our

delight!.Presently, she heard a blowing behind her; so she turned and behold, a head without a body and with eyes slit endlong; it was of the

bigness of an elephant's head and bigger and had a mouth as it were an oven and projecting tusks, as they were grapnels, and hair that trailed upon

the earth. So Tuhfeh said, 'I take refuge with God from Satan the Stoned!' and recited the Two Amulets; (217) what while the head drew near her

and said to her, 'Peace be upon thee, O princess of Jinn and men and unique pearl of her age and her time! May God still continue thee on life, for

all the lapsing of the days, and reunite thee with thy lord the Imam!' (218) 'And upon thee be peace,' answered she, 'O thou whose like I have not

seen among the Jinn!' Quoth the head, 'We are a people who avail not to change their favours and we are called ghouls. The folk summon us to

their presence, but we may not present ourselves before them [without leave]. As for me, I have gotten leave of the Sheikh Aboultawaif to present

myself before thee and I desire of thy favour that thou sing me a song, so I may go to thy palace and question its haunters (219) concerning the

plight of thy lord after thee and return to thee; and know, O Tuhfet es Sudour, that between thee and thy lord is a distance of fifty years' journey to

the diligent traveller.' 'Indeed,' rejoined Tuhfeh, 'thou grievest me [for him] between whom and me is fifty years' journey. And the head said to her,

'Be of good heart and cheerful eye, for the kings of the Jinn will restore thee to him in less than the twinkling of an eye.' Quoth she,' I will sing thee

an hundred songs, so thou wilt bring me news of my lord and that which hath befallen him after me.' And the head answered, saying, 'Do thou

favour me and sing me a song, so I may go to thy lord and bring thee news of him, for that I desire, before I go, to hear thy voice, so haply my thirst

(220) may be quenched.' So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.David and Solomon, i. 275..When King Shehriyar heard his

brother's words, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and said, "Verily, this is what I had wished, O my brother. So praised be God who hath brought

about union between us!" Then he sent after the Cadis and learned men and captains and notables, and they married the two brothers to the two

sisters. The contracts were drawn up and the two kings bestowed dresses of honour of silk and satin on those who were present, whilst the city was

decorated and the festivities were renewed. The king commanded each amir and vizier and chamberlain and deputy to decorate his palace and the

folk of the city rejoiced in the presage of happiness and content. Moreover, King Shehriyar bade slaughter sheep and get up kitchens and made

bride-feasts and fed all comers, high and low..Sharper and the Merchant, The, ii. 46.52. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Merchant's Sister

dcvi."Except," continued the Khalif, "he were the enemy of God, he had wished for her in this world, so he might after [repent and] return to

righteous dealing. By Allah, he shall not come in to me! Who is at the door other than he?" Quoth Adi, "Jemil ben Mamer el Udhri (51) is at the

door;" and Omar said, "It is he who says in one of his odes" ... [And he recited the following:].Would God upon that bitterest day, when my death

calls for me, i. 47.168. Abdallah ben Fasil and his Brothers dcccclixviii..Awaken, O ye sleepers all, and profit, whilst it's here, ii. 234..So he took a

belt, wherein were a thousand dinars, and binding it about his middle, entered the city and gave not over going round about its streets and markets

and gazing upon its houses and sitting with those of its folk whose aspect bespoke them men of worth, till the day was half spent, when he resolved

to return to his sister and said in himself, 'Needs must I buy what we may eat of ready-[dressed] food] I and my sister.' Accordingly, he accosted a

man who sold roast meat and who was clean [of person], though odious in his [means of getting a] living, and said to him, 'Take the price of this

dish [of meat] and add thereto of fowls and chickens and what not else is in your market of meats and sweetmeats and bread and arrange it in

dishes.' So the cook set apart for him what he desired and calling a porter, laid it in his basket, and Selim paid the cook the price of his wares, after

the fullest fashion..When Er Reshid came to the throne, he invested Jaafer ben Yehya ben Khalid el Bermeki (156) with the vizierate. Now Jaafer

was eminently distinguished for generosity and munificence, and the stories of him to this effect are renowned and are written in the books. None

of the viziers attained to the rank and favour which he enjoyed with Er Reshid, who was wont to call him brother (157) and used to carry him with

him into his house. The period of his vizierate was nineteen years, (158) and Yehya one day said to his son Jaafer, "O my son, what time thy reed

trembleth, water it with kindness." (159) Opinions differ concerning the reason of Jaafer's slaughter, but the better is as follows. Er Reshid could

not brook to be parted from Jaafer nor from his [own] sister Abbaseh, daughter of El Mehdi, a single hour, and she was the loveliest woman of her

time; so he said to Jaafer, "I will marry thee to her, that it may be lawful to thee to look upon her, but thou shalt not touch her." [Accordingly, they

were married] and they used both to be present in Er Reshid's sitting chamber. Now the Khalif would rise bytimes [and go forth] from the chamber,

and they being both young and filled with wine, Jaafer would rise to her and swive her. She conceived by him and bore a handsome boy and

fearing Er Reshid, despatched the newborn child by one of her confidants to Mecca the Holy, may God the Most High advance it in honour and

increase it in venerance and nobility and magnification! The affair abode concealed till there befell despite between Abbaseh and one of her

slave-girls, whereupon the latter discovered the affair of the child to Er Reshid and acquainted him with its abiding-place. So, when the Khalif
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made the pilgrimage, he despatched one who brought him the boy and found the affair true, wherefore he caused befall the Barmecides that which

befell. (160).? ? ? ? ? How long shall I anights distracted be for love Of thee? How long th' assaults of grief and woes abide?.O friends, the tears

flow ever, in mockery of my pain, iii. 116..87. The Lovers of the Benou Tai dclxxiii.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Ox and the Ass.4. The Three Apples

xix.117. The Favourite and her Lover M.Selim and Selma, ii. 81..? ? ? ? ? O thou that blamest me for my heart and railest at my ill, Hadst them but

tasted my spirit's grief, thou wouldst excuse me still..When the affair was prolonged upon the three sharpers, they went away and sat down a little

apart; then they came up to the money-changer privily and said to him, 'If thou canst buy him for us, do so, and we will give thee a score of

dirhems.' Quoth he, 'Go away and sit down afar from him.' So they did his bidding and the money-changer went up to the owner of the ass and gave

not over tempting him with money and cajoling him and saying, 'Leave yonder fellows and sell me the ass, and I will reckon him a gift from thee,'

till he consented to sell him the ass for five thousand and five hundred dirhems. Accordingly the money-changer counted down to him five

thousand and five hundred dirhems of his own money, and the owner of the ass took the price and delivered the ass to him, saying, 'Whatsoever

betideth, though he abide a deposit about thy neck, (46) sell him not to yonder rogues for less than ten thousand dirhems, for that they would fain

buy him because of a hidden treasure whereof they know, and nought can guide them thereto but this ass. So close thy hand on him and gainsay me

not, or thou wilt repent.'.? ? ? ? ? Read thou my writ and apprehend its purport, for my case This is and fate hath stricken me with sorrows past

allay..114. The Angel of Death and the Rich King cccclxii.When Tuhfeh heard this, she fell to weeping and wailing and said, 'By Allah, nought

irketh me save separation from my lord Er Reshid; but, when I am dead, let the world be ruined after me.' And she doubted not in herself but that

she was lost without recourse. Then Meimoun set forth with his army and departed in quest of the hosts [of the Jinn], leaving none in the palace

save his daughter Jemreh and Tuhfeh and an Afrit who was dear unto him. They fared on till they met with the army of Es Shisban; and when the

two hosts came face to face, they fell upon each other and fought a passing sore battle. After awhile, Es Shisban's troops began to give back, and

when Meimoun saw them do thus, he despised them and made sure of victory over them..NOUREDDIN ALI OF DAMASCUS AND THE

DAMSEL SITT EL MILAH. (1).? ? ? ? ? I am a man in whom good faith's a natural attribute; The deeds of every upright man should with his

speech agree..? ? ? ? ? c. The King who knew the Quintessence of Things dcccxci.So Es Shisban drank off the cup in his turn and said, 'Well done,

O desire of hearts!' And he bestowed on her that which was upon him, to wit, a dress of cloth-of-pearl, fringed with great pearls and rubies and

broidered with precious stones, and a tray wherein were fifty thousand dinars. Then Meimoun the Sworder took the cup and fell to gazing intently

upon Tuhfeh. Now there was in his hand a pomegranate-flower and he said to her, 'Sing upon this pomegranate-flower, O queen of men and Jinn;

for indeed thou hast dominion over all hearts.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience;' and she improvised and sang the following verses:.Then I

bought of the best and finest of the produce and rarities of the country and all I had a mind to and a good hackney (221) and we set out again and

traversed the deserts from country to country till we came to Baghdad. Then I went in to the Khalif and saluted him and kissed his hand; after

which I acquainted him with all that had passed and that which had befallen me. He rejoiced in my deliverance and thanked God the Most High;

then he caused write my story in letters of gold and I betook myself to my house and foregathered with my brethren and family. This, then," added

Sindbad, "is the last of that which befell me in my travels, and praise be to God, the One, the Creator, the Maker!".When El Abbas heard these

words from the damsel, his heart irked him for Mariyeh and her case was grievous to him; so he said to Shefikeh, "Canst thou avail to bring me in

company with her, so haply I may discover her affair and allay that which aileth her?" "Yes," answered the damsel, "I can do that, and thine will be

the bounty and the favour." So he arose and followed her, and she forewent him, till they came to the palace. Then she [opened and] locked behind

them four-and-twenty doors and made them fast with bolts; and when he came to Mariyeh, he found her as she were the setting sun, cast down

upon a rug of Taifi leather, (111) among cushions stuffed with ostrich down, and not a limb of her quivered. When her maid saw her in this plight,

she offered to cry out; but El Abbas said to her, "Do it not, but have patience till we discover her affair; and if God the Most High have decreed the

ending of her days, wait till thou have opened the doors to me and I have gone forth. Then do what seemeth good to thee.".When her people arose

in the morning and saw her not, they sought her in the camp, but, finding her not and missing me also, doubted not but she had fled with me. Now

she had four brothers, as they were falcons, and they mounted and dispersed in quest of us. When the day dawned [on the fourth morning], the dog

began to bark and the other dogs answered him and coming to the mouth of the pit, stood howling to him. My wife's father, hearing the howling of

the dogs, came up and standing at the brink of the pit, [looked in and] beheld a marvel. Now he was a man of valour and understanding, an elder

versed (62) in affairs so he fetched a rope and bringing us both forth, questioned us of our case. I told him all that had betided and he abode

pondering the affair..Then said Selim to his sister, 'Know that I am resolved to slay yonder man, if he return this next night, and I will say to the

folk, "He was a thief," and none shall know that which hath befallen. Moreover, I will address myself to the slaughter of whosoever knoweth that

which is between yonder fellow and my mother.' But Selma said, ' I fear lest, if thou slay him in our dwelling-place and he savour not of

robberhood, (69) suspicion will revert upon ourselves, and we cannot be assured but that he belongeth unto folk whose mischief is to be feared and

their hostility dreaded, (70) and thus wilt thou have fled from privy shame to open shame and abiding public dishonour.' 'How then deemest thou

we should do?' asked Selim and she said, 'Is there nothing for it but to slay him? Let us not hasten unto slaughter, for that the slaughter of a soul

without just cause is a grave [matter].'.? ? ? ? ? The road of right thou hast made straight, that erst was crooked grown; Yea, for its path of old had

fall'n to ruin and decay..?STORY OF THE IDIOT AND THE SHARPER..When the king heard the vizier's story, it pleased him and he bade him
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go to his house..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef. Story of the Barber's Sixth Brother xxxiii.? ? ? ? ? Ay, and the monks, for on the Day of Palms a fawn there

was Among the servants of the church, a loveling blithe and gay..Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba was moved to exceeding delight and said, 'Well

done, O queen of delight! None can avail to describe thee. Sing to us on the apple,' Quoth Tuhfeh, 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then she

improvised and sang the following verses:.71. Yehya ben Khalid and the Poor Man dclvi.On this wise they abode a whole year, at the end of which

time Selim said to the queen-mother, 'Know that my life is not pleasing to me nor can I abide with you in contentment till I get me tidings of my

sister and learn in what issue her affair hath resulted and how she hath fared after me. Wherefore I will go and be absent from you a year's space;

then will I return to you, so it please God the Most High and I accomplish of this that which I hope.' Quoth she, 'I will not trust to thy word, but will

go with thee and help thee to that which thou desirest of this and further thee myself therein.' So she took a ship and loaded it with all manner

things of price, goods and treasures and what not else. Moreover, she appointed one of the viziers, a man in whom she trusted and in his fashion

and ordinance, to rule the realm in their absence, saying to him, 'Abide [in the kingship] a full-told year and ordain all that whereof thou hast

need..93. El Feth ben Khacan and El Mutawekkil dclxxxiii.Then she was silent, and when the king heard her speech and profited by that which she

said, he summoned up his reasoning faculties and cleansed his heart and caused his understanding revert [to the right way] and turned [with

repentance] to God the Most High and said in himself, "Since there befell the kings of the Chosroes more than that which hath befallen me, never,

whilst I abide [on life], shall I cease to blame myself [for that which I did in the slaughter of the daughters of the folk]. As for this Shehrzad, her

like is not found in the lands; so extolled be the perfection of Him who appointed her a means for the deliverance of His creatures from slaughter

and oppression!" Then he arose from his session and kissed her head, whereat she rejoiced with an exceeding joy, she and her sister

Dinarzad..When the king heard these words, he abode in perplexity and said, "Restore him to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his

affair, for the day draweth to an end and I mean to put him to death on exemplary wise, and [to-morrow] we will do with him that which he

meriteth.".142. El Asmai and the three Girls of Bassora dclxxxvi.Then he looked at her and seeing her eyes fixed on the young Damascene, for that

in very deed he had ravished her with his beauty and grace, went up to the latter and said to him, "O my lord, art thou a looker-on or a buyer? Tell

me." Quoth Noureddin, "I am both looker-on and buyer. Wilt thou sell me yonder slave-girl for sixteen hundred dinars?" And he pulled out the

purse of gold. So the dealer returned, dancing and clapping his hands and saying, "So be it, so be it, or not [at all]!" Then he came to the damsel and

said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, shall I sell thee to yonder young Damascene for sixteen hundred dinars?" But she answered, "No," of shamefastness

before her master and the bystanders; whereupon the people of the bazaar and the slave-merchant departed, and Abou Nuwas and Ali Noureddin

arose and went each his own way, whilst the damsel returned to her master's house, full of love for the young Damascene..So the youth returned to

his house, and indeed the world was grown black in his eyes and he said, 'My father said sooth.' Then he opened the chamber door and piling up the

bricks under his feet, put the rope about his neck and kicked away the bricks and swung himself off; whereupon the rope gave way with him [and

he fell] to the ground and the ceiling clove in sunder and there poured down on him wealth galore, So he knew that his father meant to discipline

(226) him by means of this and invoked God's mercy on him. Then he got him again that which he had sold of lands and houses and what not else

and became once more in good case. Moreover, his friends returned to him and he entertained them some days..? ? ? ? ? b. The Fakir and his Pot of

Butter dcx.Mamoun (El) and Zubeideh, i. 199..? ? ? ? ? Bravo for a fawn with a houri's eye of black, Like the sun or the shining moon midst the

starry train!.When it was eventide, the king caused avoid his sitting chamber and summoned the vizier, who presented himself and making his

obeisance to the king, kissed the earth before him and bespoke him as follows:.Accordingly, he returned to the burial-ground and gave not over

going till he stood at the door of the sepulchre, when he heard El Merouzi say to his fellow, 'I will not give thee a single dirhem of the money!' The

other said the like and they were occupied with contention and mutual revilement and talk. So the thief returned in haste to his fellows, who said,

'What is behind thee?' Quoth he, 'Get you gone and flee for your lives and save yourselves, O fools; for that much people of the dead are come to

life and between them are words and contention.' So the thieves fled, whilst the two sharpers retained to Er Razi's house and made peace with one

another and laid the thieves' purchase to the money they had gotten aforetime and lived a while of time. Nor, O king of the age," added the vizier,

"is this rarer or more marvellous than the story of the four sharpers with the money-changer and the ass.".Then said Er Razi to El Merouzi, 'Come

with me to my city, for that it is nearer [than thine].' So he went with him, and when he came to his lodging, he said to his wife and household and

neighbours, 'This is my brother, who hath been absent in the land of Khorassan and is come back.' And he abode with him in all honour and

worship three days' space. On the fourth day, Er Razi said to him, 'Know, O my brother, that I purpose to do somewhat' 'What is it?' asked El

Merouzi. Quoth the other, 'I mean to feign myself dead and do thou go to the market and hire two porters and a bier. [Then come back and take me

up and go round about the streets and markets with me and collect alms on my account.] (34).When in the sitting-chamber we for merry-making

sate, iii. 135..So she made ready and setting out, traversed the deserts and spent treasures till she came to Sejestan, where she called a goldsmith to

make her somewhat of trinkets. [Now the goldsmith in question was none other than the prince's friend]; so, when he saw her, he knew her (for that

the prince had talked with him of her and had depictured her to him) and questioned her of her case. She acquainted him with her errand,

whereupon he buffeted his face and rent his clothes and strewed dust on his head and fell a-weeping. Quoth she, 'Why dost thou thus?' And he

acquainted her with the prince's case and how he was his comrade and told her that he was dead; whereat she grieved for him and faring on to his

father and mother, [acquainted them with the case]..The Eighteenth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? f. The King's Son who fell in Love with the
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Picture dcccxciv.When the king heard this, wonderment gat hold of him and his admiration for the vizier redoubled; so he bade him go to his house

and return to him [on the morrow], according to his wont. Accordingly, the vizier withdrew to his lodging, where he passed the night and the

ensuing day..On this wise they abode a long while till one day the wife went out in quest of water, whereof she had need, and espied a physician

who had spread a carpet in the Thereon he had set out great store of drugs and implements of medicine and he was speaking and muttering

[charms], whilst the folk flocked to him and compassed him about on every side. The weaver's wife marvelled at the largeness of the physician's

fortune (16) and said in herself, 'Were my husband thus, he would have an easy life of it and that wherein we are of straitness and misery would be

enlarged unto him.'.Then came up El Abbas to the door of the tent, and therein were four-and-twenty golden doves; so he took them, after he had

beaten them down with the end of his lance. Then he called out, saying, "Harkye, Zuheir! Doth it not suffice thee that thou hast quelled El Akil's

repute, but thou art minded to quell that of those who sojourn round about him? Knowest thou not that he is of the lieutenants of Kundeh ben

[Hisham of the Benou] Sheiban, a man renowned for prowess? Indeed, covetise of him hath entered into thee and jealousy of him hath gotten

possession of thee. Doth it not suffice thee that thou hast orphaned his children (94) and slain his men? By the virtue of the Chosen Prophet, I will

make thee drink the cup of death!" So saying, he drew his sword and smiting Zuheir on his shoulder, caused the steel issue, gleaming, from the

tendons of his throat. Then he smote the vizier and clove his head in sunder..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. Story of the King's Son and the Ogress

v.Meanwhile, she prayed to God the Most High that He would establish her innocence in the eyes of her husband and the folk. So He sent down

upon her husband's brother a sore disease and none knew a remedy for him; wherefore he said to his brother, ' In such a city is a pious woman, a

recluse, and her prayers are answered; so do thou carry me to her, that she may pray for me and God (to whom belong might and majesty) may

make me whole of this sickness.' Accordingly, he took him up and fared on with him, till they came to the village where dwelt the old man, who

had rescued the woman from the pit and carried her to his dwelling and tended her there, [till she recovered]..? ? ? ? ? All hearkening to my word,

obeying my command, In whatsoever thing is pleasing to my sight..To return to the king his father. When he went to the pit, as of his wont, and

called the nurse, she returned him no answer, whereat his breast was straitened and he let down a man who [found the nurse dead and the boy gone

and] acquainted the king therewith; which when he heard, he buffeted his head and wept passing sore and descended into the midst of the pit, so he

might see how the case stood. There he found the nurse slain and the lion dead, but saw not the boy; so he [returned and] acquainted the astrologers

with the verification of their words, and they said, 'O king, the lion hath eaten him; destiny hath been accomplished upon him and thou art delivered

from his hand; for, had he been saved from the lion, by Allah, we had feared for thee from him, for that the king's destruction should have been at

his hand.' So the king left [sorrowing for] this and the days passed by and the affair was forgotten..? ? ? ? ? Parting afar hath borne you, but longing

still is fain To bring you near; meseemeth mine eye doth you contain..? ? ? ? ? Quoth I, "Thou overcurtainest the morning with the night;" And she,

"Not so; it is the moon that with the dark I shroud.".? ? ? ? ? How many a friend, for money's sake, hath companied with me!.Then he caused rear

him among the nurses and matrons; but withal he ceased not to ponder the saying of the astrologers and indeed his life was troubled. So he betook

himself to the top of a high mountain and dug there a deep pit and made in it many dwelling-places and closets and filled it with all that was

needful of victual and raiment and what not else and made in it conduits of water from the mountain and lodged the boy therein, with a nurse who

should rear him. Moreover, at the first of each month he used to go to the mountain and stand at the mouth of the pit and let down a rope he had

with him and draw up the boy to him and strain him to his bosom and kiss him and play with him awhile, after which he would let him down again

into the pit to his place and return; and he used to count the days till the seven years should pass by..? ? ? ? ? So get thee gone, then, from a house

wherein thou art abased And let not severance from friends lie heavy on thy spright..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Chief of the New Cairo Police

cccxliii.When King Shah Bekht heard his vizier's story, he gave him leave to withdraw to his own house and he abode there the rest of the night

and the next day till the evening..They ate and drank and sported and made merry awhile of the day; and as they were thus engaged, up came the

master of the house, with his friends, whom he had brought with him, that they might carouse together, as of wont. He saw the door opened and

knocked lightly, saying to his friends, 'Have patience with me, for some of my family are come to visit me; wherefore excuse belongeth [first] to

God the Most High, and then to you.' (263) So they took leave of him and went their ways, whilst he gave another light knock at the door. When

the young man heard this, he changed colour and the woman said to him, 'Methinks thy servant hath returned.' 'Yes,' answered he; and she arose

and opening the door to the master of the house, said to him, 'Where hast thou been? Indeed, thy master is wroth with thee.' 'O my lady,' answered

he, 'I have but been about his occasions.'.Selim followed him till he brought him to an underground chamber and showed him somewhat of wine

that was to his mind. So he occupied him with looking upon it and taking him at unawares, sprang upon him from behind and cast him to the earth

and sat upon his breast. Then he drew a knife and set it to his jugular; whereupon there betided Selim [that wherewithal] God made him forget all

that He had decreed [unto him], (72) and he said to the cook, 'Why dost thou this thing, O man? Be mindful of God the Most High and fear Him.

Seest thou not that I am a stranger? And indeed [I have left] behind me a defenceless woman. Why wilt thou slay me?' Quoth the cook, 'Needs must

I slay thee, so I may take thy good.' And Selim said, 'Take my good, but slay me not, neither enter into sin against me; and do with me kindness, for

that the taking of my money is lighter (73) than the taking of my life.'.When the messenger came to King Azadbekht and he read the letter and the

present was laid before him, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and occupied himself with eating and drinking, hour after hour. But the chief Vizier

of his Viziers came to him and said, "0 king, know that Isfehend the Vizier is thine enemy, for that his soul liketh not that which thou hast done
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with him, and the message that he hath sent thee [is a trick; so] rejoice thou not therein, neither be thou deluded by the sweetness of his words and

the softness of his speech." The king hearkened [not] to his Vizier's speech, but made light of the matter and presently, [dismissing it from his

thought], busied himself with that which he was about of eating and drinking and merrymaking and delight.57. Werdan the Butcher's Adventure

with the Lady and the Bear cccliii.? ? ? ? ? They have forbid their image to visit me in sleep; So even my nightly phantom forsaketh me, heigho!.?

? ? ? ? Yea, "Welcome! Fair welcome to those who draw near!" I called out aloud, as to meet you I flew..As for Zubeideh, she went in to the Khalif

and talked with him awhile; then she fell to kissing him between the eyes and on his hand and asked him that which she had promised Sitt el Milah,

saying, "O Commander of the Faithful, I doubt me her lord is not found in this world; but, if she go about in quest of him and find him not, her

hopes will be cut off and her mind will be set at rest and she will sport and laugh; for that, what while she abideth in hope, she will never cease

from her frowardness." And she gave not over cajoling him till he gave Sitt el Milah leave to go forth and make search for her lord a month's space

and ordered her an eunuch to attend her and bade the paymaster [of the household] give her all she needed, were it a thousand dirhems a day or

more. So the Lady Zubeideh arose and returning to her palace, sent for Sitt el Milah and acquainted her with that which had passed [between

herself and the Khalif]; whereupon she kissed her hand and thanked her and called down blessings on her..Sitt el Milah, Noureddin Ali of

Damascus and, iii. 3..Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The, iii. 203..Quoth Selim to her, 'It is for thee to decide and excellent is that which thou

counsellest; so let us do this, in the name of God the Most High, trusting in Him for grace and guidance.' So they arose and took the richest of their

clothes and the lightest of that which was in their treasuries of jewels and things of price and gathered together a great matter. Then they equipped

them ten mules and hired them servants of other than the people of the country; and Selim bade his sister Selma don man's apparel. Now she was

the likest of all creatures to him, so that, [when she was clad in man's attire,] the folk knew no difference between them, extolled be the perfection

of Him who hath no like, there is no God but He! Then he bade her mount a horse, whilst he himself bestrode another, and they set out, under cover

of the night. None of their family nor of the people of their house knew of them; so they fared on into the wide world of God and gave not over

going night and day two months' space, at the end of which time they came to a city on the sea-shore of the land of Mekran, by name Es Sherr, and

it is the first city in Sind..The company marvelled at this story and said all, 'Woe to the oppressor!' Then came forward the sixteenth officer and

said, 'And I also will tell you a marvellous story, and it is on this wise..God judge betwixt me and her lord! Away, i. 48..Ibrahim and his Son, Story

of King, i. 138..? ? ? ? ? Yea, and black slaves he proffered me and slave-girls big with child And steeds of price, with splendid arms and trappings

rich bedight..Then she turned and saw within the chamber an old man, comely of hoariness, venerable of aspect, who was dancing on apt and

goodly wise, a dance the like whereof none might avail unto. So she sought refuge with God the Most High from Satan the Stoned (193) and said, 'I

will not give over what I am about, for that which God decreeth, He carrieth into execution.' Accordingly, she went on singing till the old man

came up to her and kissed the earth before her, saying, 'Well done, O Queen of the East and the West! May the world be not bereaved of thee! By

Allah, indeed thou art perfect of qualities and ingredients, O Tuhfet es Sudour! (194) Dost thou know me?' 'Nay, by Allah,' answered she; 'but

methinks thou art of the Jinn.' Quoth he, 'Thou sayst sooth; I am the Sheikh Aboultawaif (195) Iblis, and I come to thee every night, and with me

thy sister Kemeriyeh, for that she loveth thee and sweareth not but by thy life; and her life is not pleasant to her, except she come to thee and see

thee, what while thou seest her not. As for me, I come to thee upon an affair, wherein thou shall find thine advantage and whereby thou shalt rise to

high rank with the kings of the Jinn and rule them, even as thou rulest mankind; [and to that end I would have thee come with me and be present at

the festival of my son's circumcision; (196)] for that the Jinn are agreed upon the manifestation of thine affair.' And she answered, 'In the name of

God.'.? ? ? ? ? I saw thee, O thou best of all the human race, display A book that came to teach the Truth to those in error's way..At this the

accursed Iblis was moved to delight and put his finger to his arse, whilst Meimoun danced and said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, soften the mode; (201)

for, as delight, entereth into my heart, it bewildereth my vital spirits.' So she took the lute and changing the mode, played a third air; then she

returned to the first and sang the following verses:.A fair one, to idolaters if she herself should show, iii. 10..Weaver who became a Physician by

his Wife's Commandment, The ii. 21..? ? ? ? ? And high is my repute, for that I wounded aforetime My lord, (215) whom God made best of all the

treaders of the clay..? ? ? ? ? After your loss, nor trace of me nor vestige would remain, Did not the hope of union some whit my strength

sustain..The young man marvelled at his story and lay the night with him; and when he arose in the morning, he found his strays. So he took them

and returning [to his family.], acquainted them with what he had seen and that which had betided him. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more

marvellous or rarer than the story of the king who lost kingdom and wealth and wife and children and God restored them unto him and requited

him with a kingdom more magnificent than that which he had lost and goodlier and rarer and greater of wealth and elevation.".? ? ? ? ? b. The

Second Calender's Story xlii.As for the governor, he wasted all that was with him and returned to the city, where he saw the youth and excused

himself to him. Then he questioned him of what had befallen him and he told him, whereat he marvelled and returned to companionship with him;

but the youth ceased to have regard for him and gave him not stipends, as of his [former] wont, neither discovered to him aught of his secrets.

When the governor saw that there was no profit for him with the young Khorassani, he returned to the king, the ravisher of the damsel, and told

him what the chamberlain had done and counselled him to slay the latter and incited him to recover the damsel, [promising] to give his friend to

drink of poison and return. So the king sent for the chamberlain and upbraided him; whereupon he fell upon him and slew him and the king's

servants fell upon the chamberlain and slew him..When it was the day of the going-in, (110) Bihzad, of his haste and lack of patience, betook
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himself to the wall, which was between himself and the princess's lodging and in which there was a hole pierced, and looked, so he might see his

bride, of his haste. But the bride's mother saw him and this was grievous to her; so she took from one of the servants two red-hot iron spits and

thrust them into the hole through which the prince was looking. The spits ran into his eyes and put them out and he fell down aswoon and joyance

was changed and became mourning and sore concern. See, then, O king," continued the youth, "the issue of the prince's haste and lack of

deliberation, for indeed his haste bequeathed him long repentance and his joy was changed to mourning; and on like wise was it with the woman

who hastened to put out his eyes and deliberated not. All this was the doing of haste; wherefore it behoveth the king not to be hasty in putting me to

death, for that I am under the grasp of his hand, and what time soever thou desirest my slaughter, it shall not escape [thee].".?STORY OF THE

KING OF HIND AND HIS VIZIER..? ? ? ? ? "Be thou not hard of heart," quoth I. Had ye but deigned To visit me in dreams, I had been

satisfied..35. The Lover who feigned himself a Thief to save his Mistress's Honour ccxcvii.The king approved her speech and bestowed on her a

dress of honour and gave her magnificent gifts; after which, for that his choice had fallen upon his younger son, Melik Shah, he married her with

him and made him his heir apparent and caused the folk swear fealty to him. When this came to the knowledge of his brother Belehwan and he was

ware that his younger brother had been preferred over him, his breast was straitened and the affair was grievous to him and envy entered into him

and rancour; but he concealed this in his heart, whilst fire raged therein because of the damsel and the kingship..When her master heard this, his

reason fled for joy and he went to his friend the draper and said to him, "Thou wast right in the matter of the damsel, for that she is enamoured of

the young Damascene; so how shall I do?" Quoth the other, "Go to the bazaar and when thou seest him, salute him and say to him, 'Indeed, thy

departure the other day, without accomplishing thine occasion, was grievous to me; so, if thou be still minded to buy the girl, I will abate thee an

hundred dinars of that which thou badest for her, by way of hospitable entreatment of thee and making myself agreeable to thee; for that thou art a

stranger in our land.' If he say to thee, 'I have no desire for her' and hold off from thee, know that he will not buy; in which case, let me know, so I

may contrive thee another device; and if he say to thee other than this, conceal not from me aught..When the king heard this from the youth, his

anger subsided; so he bade restore him to the prison, and the folk dispersed that day..? ? ? ? ? Fortune its arrows all, through him I love, let fly At

me and parted me from him for whom I sigh..Thereupon the folk all prostrated themselves and gave one another joy of this and the drums of good

tidings beat before him, and he entered the city [and went on] till he came to the House of Justice and the audience-hall of the palace and sat down

on the throne of the kingdom, with the crown on his head; whereupon the folk came in to him to give him joy and offer up prayers for him. Then he

addressed himself, after his wont in the kingship, to ordering the affairs of the folk and ranging the troops according to their ranks and looking into

their affairs and those of all the people. Moreover, he released those who were in the prisons and abolished the customs dues and gave dresses of

honour and bestowed gifts and largesse and conferred favours on the amirs and viziers and dignitaries, and the chamberlains and deputies presented

themselves before him and did him homage. So the people of the city rejoiced in him and said, 'Indeed this is none other than a king of the greatest

of the kings.'.The company marvelled at the goodliness of his story and it pleased El Melik ez Zahir; and the prefect said, 'By Allah, this story is

extraordinary!' Then came forward the sixth officer and said to the company, 'Hear my story and that which befell me, to wit, that which befell such

an one the assessor, for it is rarer than this and stranger..Jesus, The Three Men and our Lord, i. 282..Officer's Story, The Eleventh, ii. 175..When

the king heard this, he said in himself, "Since the tither repented, in consequence of the admonitions [of the woodcutter], it behoves that I spare this

vizier, so I may hear the story of the thief and the woman." And he bade Er Rehwan withdraw to his lodging..Then said the young man, the

villager's son, 'And I, O holy woman, my father brought us a woman who had been stoned, and my people tended her till she recovered. Now she

was surpassing of beauty; so I required her of herself; but she refused and clave fast to God (to whom belong might and majesty), wherefore folly

(8) prompted me, so that I agreed with one of the youths that he should steal clothes and coin from my father's house. Then I laid hands on him

[and carried him] to my father and made him confess. So he avouched that the woman was his mistress from the city and had been stoned on his

account and that she was of accord with him concerning the theft and had opened the doors to him, and this was a lie against her, for that she had

not yielded to me in that which I sought of her. So there befell me what ye see of punishment." And the young man, the thief, said, 'I am he with

whom thou agreedst concerning the theft and to whom thou openedst the door, and I am he who avouched against her falsely and calumniously and

God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) knoweth that I never did evil with her, no, nor knew her in any wise before then.'.53. Abou

Hassan es Ziyadi and the Man from Khorassan Night ccxlix.? ? ? ? ? His sides the tamarisk's slenderness deride, so lithe they are, Whence for

conceit in his own charms still drunken doth he fare..? ? ? ? ? Ah, then will I begin on you with chiding than the breeze More soft, ay pleasanter

than clear cold water and more sweet..So they wrapped him in the shroud and set him on the bier. Then they took up his bier and bearing him to the

burial-place, laid him in the grave (41) and threw the earth over him; after which the folk dispersed, but El Merouzi and the widow abode by the

tomb, weeping, and gave not over sitting till sundown, when the woman said to him, 'Come, let us go to the house, for this weeping will not profit

us, nor will it restore the dead.' 'By Allah,' answered the sharper, 'I will not budge hence till I have slept and waked by this tomb ten days, with their

nights!' When she heard this his speech, she feared lest he should keep his word and his oath, and so her husband perish; but she said in herself,

'This fellow dissembleth: if I go away and return to my house, he will abide by him a little while and go away.' And El Merouzi said to her, 'Arise,

thou, and go away.'.? ? ? ? ? Where is a man's resource and what can he do? It is the Almighty's will; we most submit..? ? ? ? ? My fortitude fails,

my endeavour is vain; My bosom is straitened. To Thee, I complain,.? ? ? ? ? An you'd of evil be quit, look that no evil yon do; Nay, but do good,
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for the like God will still render to you..The old man kissed his hand and went away; whereupon quoth Er Reshid to him, 'O Ishac, who is yonder

man and what is his occasion?' 'O my lord,' answered the other, 'this is a man called Said the Slave-dealer, and he it is who buyeth us slave-girls

and mamelukes. (169) He avoucheth that with him is a fair [slave-girl, a] lutanist, whom he hath withheld from sale, for that he could not fairly sell

her till he had shown her to me.' 'Let us go to him,' said the Khalif,'so we may look on her, by way of diversion, and see what is in the slave-dealer's

barrack of slave-girls.' And Ishac answered, 'Commandment belongeth to God and to the Commander of the Faithful.' Then he went on before them

and they followed in his track till they came to the slave-dealer's barrack and found it high of building and spacious of continence, with

sleeping-cells and chambers therein, after the number of the slave-girls, and folk sitting upon the benches..Then he arose and going in to his

daughter, found her mother with her; so he set out to them the case and Mariyeh said, "O father mine, my wish is subject unto (122) thy

commandment and my will ensueth thy will; so whatsoever thou choosest, I am still obedient unto thee and under thy dominion." Therewithal the

King knew that Mariyeh inclined unto El Abbas; so he returned forthright to King El Aziz and said to him, "May God amend the King! Verily, the

occasion is accomplished and there is no opposition unto that which thou commandest" Quoth El Aziz, "By God's leave are occasions

accomplished. How deemest thou, O King, of fetching El Abbas and drawing up the contract of marriage between Mariyeh and him?" And Ins ben

Cais answered, saying, "Thine be it to decide.".? ? ? ? ? Yea, nevermore I ceased from that wherewith I stricken was; My night with wakefulness

was filled, my heart with dreariment..Now the merchant and his wife had taken up their abode in a city in the land whereof their [other] son was

king, and when the boy [whom they had found] grew up, his father assigned unto him merchandise, so he might travel therewith. So he set out and

entered the city wherein his brother was king. News reached the latter that there was a merchant come thither with merchandise befitting kings. So

he sent for him and the young merchant obeyed the summons and going in to him, sat down before him. Neither of them knew the other; but blood

stirred between them and the king said to the young merchant, 'I desire of thee that thou abide with me and I will exalt thy station and give thee all

that thou desirest and cravest.' So he abode with him awhile, quitting him not; and when he saw that he would not suffer him to depart from him, he

sent to his father and mother and bade them remove thither to him. So they addressed them to remove to that island, and their son increased still in

honour with the king, albeit he knew not that he was his brother..? ? ? ? ? How long did the heart for thy love that languished with longing endure

A burden of passion, 'neath which e'en mountains might totter and fail!.? ? ? ? ? The starry arrows of her looks she darts above her veil; They hit

and never miss the mark, though from afar they fare..?STORY OF THE SHARPER AND THE MERCHANTS..Then Ishac went forth of the

barrack and overtook Er Reshid [who had foregone him]; and they walked till they came to their [landing-]place, where they embarked in the boat

and fared on to Theghr el Khanekah. (177) As for the slave-dealer, he sent the damsel to the house of Ishac en Nedim, whose slave-girls took her

and carried her to the bath. Then each damsel gave her somewhat of her apparel and they decked her with earrings and bracelets, so that she

redoubled in beauty and became as she were the moon on the night of its full. When Ishac returned home from the Khalifs palace, Tuhfeh rose to

him and kissed his hand; and he saw that which the slave-girls had done with her and thanked them therefor and said to them, 'Let her be in the

house of instruction and bring her instruments of music, and if she be apt unto singing, teach her; and may God the Most High vouchsafe her health

and weal!' So there passed over her three months, what while she abode with him in the house of instruction, and they brought her the instruments

of music. Moreover, as time went on, she was vouchsafed health and soundness and her beauty waxed many times greater than before and her

pallor was changed to white and red, so that she became a ravishment to all who looked on her..Then the captain looked on her [and she pleased

him]; so he took her for himself and she abode with him a whole year, doing her endeavour in their service. till they became accustomed to her [and

felt assured of her]. One night she plied them with drink and they drank [till they became intoxicated]; whereupon she arose and took her clothes

and five hundred dinars from the captain; after which she fetched a razor and shaved all their chins. Then she took soot from the cooking-pots and

blackening their faces withal, opened the doors and went out; and when the thieves awoke, they abode confounded and knew that the woman had

practised upon them.'"'.11. The Hermits cxlviii.Looking to the Issues of Affairs, Of, i. 80..Er Reshid was like to lose his wits for amazement at this

sight and was confounded at this that he beheld and witnessed. Then said he to Tuhfeh, 'Come, tell me thy story from first to last, [and let me know

all that hath betided thee,] as if I had been present' She answered with 'Hearkening and obedience,' and fell to telling him [all that had betided her]

first and last, from the time when she first saw the Sheikh Aboultawaif, how he took her and descended with her through the side of the

draught-house; and she told him of the horse she had ridden, till she came to the meadow aforesaid and described it to him, together with the palace

and that which was therein of furniture, and related to him how the Jinn rejoiced in her and that which she had seen of the kings of them, men and

women, and of Queen Kemeriyeh and her sisters and Queen Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, and Queen Es Shuhba, Queen of Queens, and King

Es Shisban, and that which each one of them had bestowed upon her. Moreover, she told him the story of Meimoun the Sworder and described to

him his loathly favour, which he had not consented to change, and related to him that which befell her from the kings of the Jinn, men and women,

and the coming of the Queen of Queens, Es Shuhba, and how she had loved her and appointed her her vice-queen and how she was thus become

ruler over all the kings of the Jinn; and she showed him the patent of investiture that Queen Es Shuhba had written her and told him that which had

betided her with the Ghoul-head, whenas it appeared to her in the garden, and how she had despatched it to her palace, beseeching it to bring her

news of the Commander of the Faithful and that which had betided him after her. Then she described to him the gardens, wherein she had taken her

pleasure, and the baths inlaid with pearls and jewels and told him that which had befallen Meimoun the Sworder, whenas he carried her off, and
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how he had slain himself; brief, she told him all that she had seen of wonders and rarities and that which she had beheld of all kinds and colours

among the Jinn..Upon the parting day our loves from us did fare, iii. 114..On this wise we abode a whole year, at the end of which time she was

absent (185) from me a month's space, wherefore fire raged in my heart on her account. When it was the next month, behold, a little eunuch

presented himself to me and said, "I am a messenger to thee from such an one," [naming my mistress], "who giveth thee to know that the

Commander of the Faithful hath sentenced her to be drowned, her and those who are with her, six-and-twenty slave-girls, on such a day at Deir et

Tin, (186) for that they have confessed against one another of lewdness, and she biddeth thee look how thou mayst do with her and how thou mayst

contrive to deliver her, even if thou gather together all her money and spend it upon her, for that this is the time of manhood." (187) Quoth I, "I

know not this woman; belike it is other than I [to whom this message is addressed]; so beware, O eunuch, lest thou cast me into stress." Quoth he,

"Behold, I have told thee [that which I had to say,"] and went away, leaving me in concern [on her account]..Presently, Jesus, son of Mary (on

whom be peace!) passed by and seeing this, besought God the Most High for tidings of their case; so He told him what had betided them, whereat

great was his wonderment and he related to his disciples what he had seen. Quoth one of them, 'O Spirit of God, (251) nought resembleth this but

my own story.' 'How so?' asked Jesus, and the other said,."There was once, of old time, a king and he had a son [named Bihzad], there was not in

his day a goodlier than he and he loved to consort with the folk and to sit with the merchants and converse with them. One day, as he sat in an

assembly, amongst a number of folk, he heard them talking of his own goodliness and grace and saying, 'There is not in his time a goodlier than

he.' But one of the company said, 'Indeed, the daughter of King Such-an-one is handsomer than he.' When Bihzad heard this saying, his reason fled

and his heart fluttered and he called the last speaker and said to him, 'Repeat to me that which thou saidst and tell me the truth concerning her

whom thou avouchest to be handsomer than I and whose daughter she is.' Quoth the man, 'She is the daughter of King Such-an-one;' whereupon

Bihzad's heart clave to her and his colour changed.
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