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? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.Then the two kings appointed their father-in-law the vizier to be viceroy in Samarcand and

assigned him five of the chief amirs to accompany him, charging them attend him and do him service. The vizier kissed the earth and prayed that

they might be vouchsafed length of life. Then he went in to his daughters, whilst the eunuchs and ushers walked before him, and saluted them and

bade them farewell. They kissed his hands and gave him joy of the kingship and bestowed on him treasures galore. Then he took leave of them and

setting out, journeyed days and nights till he came within three days' journey of Samarcand, where the townspeople met him and rejoiced in him

with an exceeding joy. So he entered Samarcand and they decorated the city, and it was a notable day. He sat down on the throne of his kingship

and the viziers did him homage and the grandees and amirs of Samarcand and prayed that he might be vouchsafed justice and victory and length of

continuance [on life]. So he bestowed on them dresses of honour and entreated them with worship and they made him Sultan over them..Then the

king acquainted the people [of his court] with the matter and said to them,' O folk, how deem ye of my looking to the issues of affairs?' And they

all marvelled at his wisdom and foresight. Then he turned to his father and said to him, 'Hadst thou looked to the issue of thine affair and dealt

deliberately in that which thou didst, there had not betided thee this repentance and grief all this time.' Then he let bring his mother and they

rejoiced in each other and lived all their days in joy and gladness. What then," continued the young treasurer, "is more grievous than the lack of

looking to the issues of affairs? Wherefore hasten thou not in the slaying of me, lest repentance betide thee and sore concern.".I went out one night

to the house of one of my friends and when it was the middle of the night, I sallied forth alone [to go home]. When I came into the road, I espied a

sort of thieves and they saw me, whereupon my spittle dried up; but I feigned myself drunken and staggered from side to side, crying out and

saying, "I am drunken." And I went up to the walls right and left and made as if I saw not the thieves, who followed me till I reached my house and

knocked at the door, when they went away..?THE DISCIPLE'S STORY..When King Shah Bekht heard this, he said in himself, "How like is this

story to my present case with this vizier, who hath not his like!" Then he bade him depart to his own house and come again at eventide..O amir of

justice, be kind to thy subjects, iii. 24..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Old Man's Story ii.If I must die, then welcome death to heal, iii. 23..? ? ? ? ? Would

God thou knewest that for love of thee which I endure! It hath indeed brought down on me estrangement and dismay..Next morning, he again took

up the bier and went round with it as before, in quest of alms. Presently, the master of police, who was of those who had given alms on account of

the supposed dead man on the previous day, met him; so he was angered and fell on the porters and beat them and took the [supposed] dead body,

saying, 'I will bury him and earn the reward [of God].' (35) So his men took him up and carrying him to the prefecture, fetched grave-diggers, who

dug him a grave. Then they bought him a shroud and perfumes (36) and fetched an old man of the quarter, to wash him. So he recited over him [the

appointed prayers and portions of the Koran] and laying him on the bench, washed him and shrouded him. After he had shrouded him, he voided;

(37) so he renewed the washing and went away to make his ablutions, (38) whilst all the folk departed, likewise, to make the [obligatory] ablution,

previously to the funeral..Quoth Alaeddin, "Thou counsellest well," and locking up his shop, betook himself to the place before the citadel, where

he foregathered with the drummers and pipers and instructed them how they should do, [even as his mistress had counselled him,] promising them

a handsome reward. So they answered him with "Hearkening and obedience" and on the morrow, after the morning-prayer, he betook himself to

the presence of the Cadi, who received him with obsequious courtesy and seated him beside himself. Then he turned to him and fell to conversing

with him and questioning him of matters of selling and buying and of the price current of the various commodities that were exported to Baghdad

from all parts, whilst Alaeddin replied to him of all whereof he asked him..All those who were present marvelled at this story with the utmost

marvel, and the twelfth officer came forward and said, 'I will tell you a pleasant trait that I had from a certain man, concerning an adventure that

befell him with one of the thieves. (Quoth he).? ? ? ? ? Endowed with amorous grace past any else am I; Graceful of shape and lithe and pleasing to

the eye..?THE THIEF'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? w. The Fox and the Folk (235) M.Then she took leave of the princess and veiling her face, disguised

herself; (30) after which she mounted the mule and sallying forth, went round about seeking her lord in the thoroughfares of Baghdad three days'

space, but lit on no tidings of him; and on the fourth day, she rode forth without the city. Now it was the noontide hour and great was the heat, and

she was aweary and thirst waxed upon her. Presently, she came to the mosque, wherein the young Damascene had taken shelter, and lighting down

at the door, said to the old man, [the Muezzin], "O elder, hast thou a draught of cold water? Indeed, I am overcome with heat and thirst." Quoth he,

"[Come up] with me into my house." So he carried her up into his lodging and spreading her [a carpet and cushions], seated her [thereon]; after

which he brought her cold water and she drank and said to the eunuch, "Go thy ways with the mule and on the morrow come back to me here." [So

he went away] and she slept and rested herself..Thereupon the king went in to his mother and questioned her of his father, and she told him that me

king her husband was weak; (211) 'wherefore,' quoth she, 'I feared for the kingdom, lest it pass away, after his death; so I took to my bed a young

man, a baker, and conceived by him [and bore a son]; and the kingship came into the hand of my son, to wit, thyself.' So the king returned to the

old man and said to him, 'I am indeed the son of a baker; so do thou expound to me the means whereby thou knewest me for this.' Quoth the other,

'I knew that, hadst thou been a king's son, thou wouldst have given largesse of things of price, such as rubies [and the like]; and wert thou the son of

a Cadi, thou hadst given largesse of a dirhem or two dirhems, and wert thou the son of a merchant, thou hadst given wealth galore. But I saw that

thou guerdonest me not but with cakes of bread [and other victual], wherefore I knew that thou wast the son of a baker.' Quoth the king, 'Thou hast
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hit the mark.' And he gave him wealth galore and advanced him to high estate.".Meanwhile, Selim abode with the cook a whole year's space,

earning him two dinars every day; and when his affair was prolonged, the cook inclined unto him and took compassion on him, on condition that, if

he let him go, he should not discover his fashion to the Sultan, for that it was his wont every little while to entrap a man and carry him to his house

and slay him and take his money and cook his flesh and give it to the folk to eat. So he said to him, 'O youth, wilt thou that I release thee from this

thy plight, on condition that thou be reasonable and discover not aught of thine affair ever?' And Selim answered, 'I will swear to thee by

whatsoever oath thou choosest that I will keep thy secret and will not speak one syllable against thy due, what while I abide on life.' Quoth the

cook, 'I purpose to send thee forth with my brother and cause thee travel with him on the sea, on condition that thou be unto him a boughten slave;

and when he cometh to the land of Hind, he shall sell thee and thus wilt thou be delivered from prison and slaughter.' And Selim said, 'It is well: be

it as thou sayst, may God the Most High requite thee with good!'.Then the girl went away, running, after her mistress, whereupon I left the shop

and set out after them, so I might see her abiding-place. I followed after them all the way, till she disappeared from mine eyes, when I returned to

my place, with a heart on fire. Some days after, she came to me again and bought stuffs of me. I refused to take the price and she said, "We have no

need of thy goods." Quoth I, "O my lady, accept them from me as a gift;" but she said, "[Wait] till I try thee and make proof of thee." Then she

brought out of her pocket a purse and gave me therefrom a thousand dinars, saying, "Trade with this till I return to thee." So I took the purse and

she went away [and returned not to me] till six months had passed by. Meanwhile, I traded with the money and sold and bought and made other

thousand dinars profit [on it]..?STORY OF THE MAN WHO WAS LAVISH OF HIS HOUSE AND HIS VICTUAL TO ONE WHOM HE KNEW

NOT..On this wise they did with her sister Dinarzad, and when they had made an end of displaying the two brides, the king bestowed dresses of

honour on all who were present and dismissed them to their own places. Then Shehrzad went in to King Shehriyar and Dinarzad to King

Shahzeman and each of them solaced himself with the company of his beloved and the hearts of the folk were comforted. When the morning

morrowed, the vizier came in to the two kings and kissed the ground before them; wherefore they thanked him and were bountiful to him. Then

they went forth and sat down upon couches of estate, whilst all the viziers and amirs and grandees and the chief officers of the realm and the

household presented themselves before them and kissed the earth. King Shehriyar ordered them dresses of honour and largesse and they offered up

prayers for the abiding continuance [on life] of the king and his brother..? ? ? ? ? But for the spying of the eyes [ill-omened,] we had seen Wild

cattle's eyes and antelopes' tresses of sable sheen..? ? ? ? ? Wherewith farewell, quoth I, and peace be on thee aye, What while the branches bend,

what while the stars abide..When she had made an end of her song, all who were present were moved to delight and El Abbas rejoiced in this. Then

he bade the second damsel sing somewhat on the like subject. So she came forward and tuning the strings of her harp, which was of balass ruby,

(128) warbled a plaintive air and improvising, sang the following verses;.The servant said no more to him, but, when it was morning, he acquainted

a number of the king's servants with this and they said, 'This is an opportunity for us. Come let us assemble together and acquaint the king with

this, so the young merchant may lose favour with him and he rid us of him and we be at rest from him.' So they assembled together and going in to

the king, said to him, 'We have a warning we would give thee.' Quoth he, 'And what is your warning?' And they said, 'Yonder youth, the merchant,

whom thou hast taken into favour and whose rank thou hast exalted above the chiefs of the people of thy household, we saw yesterday draw his

sword and offer to fall upon thee, so he might slay thee.' When the king heard this, his colour changed and he said to them, 'Have ye proof of this?'

Quoth they, 'What proof wouldst thou have? If thou desire this, feign thyself drunken again this night and lie down, as if asleep, and watch him, and

thou wilt see with thine eyes all that we have named to thee.'.So El Merouzi went away and the other turned to his wife and said to her, 'We have

gotten us great plenty of money, and yonder dog would fain take the half of it; but this shall never be, for that my mind hath been changed against

him, since I heard him solicit thee; wherefore I purpose to play him a trick and enjoy all the money; and do not thou cross me.' ' It is well,'

answered she, and he said to her, '[To-morrow] at day-peep I will feign myself dead and do thou cry out and tear thy hair, whereupon the folk will

flock to me. Then lay me out and bury me, and when the folk are gone away [from the burial-place], do thou dig down to me and take me; and have

no fear for me, for I can abide two days in the tomb [without hurt].' And she answered, 'Do what thou wilt.'.Then he turned to a damsel of the

damsels and said to her, "Who am I?" Quoth she, "Thou art the Commander of the Faithful;" and he said, "Thou liest, O calamity! (33) If I be

indeed the Commander of the Faithful, bite my finger." So she came to him and bit it with her might, and he said to her, "It sufficeth." Then he said

to the chief eunuch, "Who am I?" And he answered, "Thou art the Commander of the Faithful." So he left him and turning to a little white slave,

said to him, "Bite my ear;" and he bent down to him and put his ear to his mouth. Now the slave was young and lacked understanding; so he closed

his teeth upon Aboulhusn's ear with his might, till he came near to sever it; and he knew not Arabic, so, as often as Aboulhusn said to him, "It

sufficeth," he concluded that he said, "Bite harder," and redoubled his bite and clenched his teeth upon the ear, whilst the damsels were diverted

from him with hearkening to the singing-girls, and Aboulhusn cried out for succour from the boy and the Khalif [well-nigh] lost his senses for

laughter..6. Story of the Hunchback cii.5. Noureddin Ali of Cairo and his Son Bedreddin Hassan xx.Then said the prince to him, 'Make ready to go

with me to my country.' So he made ready and went with the prince till he drew near the frontiers of his father's kingdom, where the people

received him with the utmost honour and sent to acquaint his father with his son's coming. The king came out to meet him and they entreated the

goldsmith with honour. The prince abode awhile with his father, then set out, [he and the goldsmith] to return to the country of the fair one, the

daughter of the King of Hind; but there met him robbers by the way and he fought the sorest of battles and was slain. The goldsmith buried him and
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marked his grave (229) and returned, sorrowing and distraught to his own country, without telling any of the prince's death..KING SHAH BEKHT

AND HIS VIZIER ER REHWAN. (177).? ? ? ? ? My royal couch have I forsworn, sequestering myself From all, and have mine eyes forbid the

taste of sleep's delight..When the townsfolk saw this, they repented of that which they had done and the affair was grievous to them; so they sought

pardon [of God] and said to her, ' By the virtue of Him whom thou servest, do thou seek pardon for us [of God!]' Quoth she, 'As for me, I may no

longer abide with you and I am about to depart from you.' Then they humbled themselves in supplication to her and wept and said to her, 'We

conjure thee, by the virtue of God the Most High, that thou take upon thyself the governance of the kingdom and of the subjects.' But she refused;

whereupon they came up to her and wept and gave not over supplicating her, till she consented and abode in the kingship. Her first commandment

was that they should bury the princess and build over her a dome (6) and she abode in that palace, worshipping God the Most High and ruling the

people with justice, and God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) vouchsafed her, by reason of the excellence of her piety and her

patience and continence, the acceptance of her prayers, so that she sought not aught of Him to whom belong might and majesty, but He granted her

prayer; and her report was noised abroad in all countries..Then Ishac seized upon her hand and carrying her into the house, said to her, 'Take the

lute and sing; for never saw I nor heard thy like in smiting upon the lute; no, not even myself!' 'O my lord,' answered she, 'thou makest mock of me.

Who am I that thou shouldst say all this to me? Indeed, this is but of thy kindness.' 'Nay, by Allah,' exclaimed he, 'I said but the truth to thee and I

am none of those on whom pretence imposeth. These three months hath nature not moved thee to take the lute and sing thereto, and this is nought

but an extraordinary thing. But all this cometh of strength in the craft and self-restraint.' Then he bade her sing; and she said, 'Hearkening and

obedience.' So she took the lute and tightening its strings, smote thereon a number of airs, so that she confounded Ishac's wit and he was like to fly

for delight. Then she returned to the first mode and sang thereto the following verses:.103. Julnar of the Sea and her Son King Bedr Basim of Persia

dccxciv.99. The Three Unfortunate Lovers ccccix.Then he looked at her and seeing her eyes fixed on the young Damascene, for that in very deed

he had ravished her with his beauty and grace, went up to the latter and said to him, "O my lord, art thou a looker-on or a buyer? Tell me." Quoth

Noureddin, "I am both looker-on and buyer. Wilt thou sell me yonder slave-girl for sixteen hundred dinars?" And he pulled out the purse of gold.

So the dealer returned, dancing and clapping his hands and saying, "So be it, so be it, or not [at all]!" Then he came to the damsel and said to her,

"O Sitt el Milah, shall I sell thee to yonder young Damascene for sixteen hundred dinars?" But she answered, "No," of shamefastness before her

master and the bystanders; whereupon the people of the bazaar and the slave-merchant departed, and Abou Nuwas and Ali Noureddin arose and

went each his own way, whilst the damsel returned to her master's house, full of love for the young Damascene..97. The Woman who had a Boy

and the other who had a Man to Lover dclxxxviii.The prefect bade carry him to his lodging; but one of those in attendance upon him, by name El

Muradi, said to him, "What wilt thou do? This man is clad in rich clothes and on his finger is a ring of gold, the beazel whereof is a ruby of great

price; so we will carry him away and slay him and take that which is upon him of raiment [and what not else] and bring it to thee; for that thou wilt

not [often] see profit the like thereof, more by token that this fellow is a stranger and there is none to enquire concerning him." Quoth the prefect,

"This fellow is a thief and that which he saith is leasing." And Noureddin said, "God forbid that I should be a thief!" But the prefect answered,

"Thou liest." So they stripped him of his clothes and taking the ring from his finger, beat him grievously, what while he cried out for succour, but

none succoured him, and besought protection, but none protected him. Then said he to them, "O folk, ye are quit of (12) that which ye have taken

from me; but now restore me to my lodging." But they answered, saying, "Leave this knavery, O cheat! Thine intent is to sue us for thy clothes on

the morrow." "By Allah, the One, the Eternal," exclaimed he, "I will not sue any for them!" But they said, "We can nowise do this." And the prefect

bade them carry him to the Tigris and there slay him and cast him into the river..? ? ? ? ? The world is upon me all desolate grown. Alack, my long

grief and forlornness! Who knows.On this wise he continued to do for the space of a whole year, till, one day, as he sat on the bridge, according to

his custom, expecting who should come to him, so he might take him and pass the night with him, behold, [up came] the Khalif and Mesrour, the

swordsman of his vengeance, disguised [in merchants' habits] as of their wont. So he looked at them and rising up, for that he knew them not, said

to them, "What say ye? Will you go with me to my dwelling-place, so ye may eat what is ready and drink what is at hand, to wit, bread baked in the

platter (8) and meat cooked and wine clarified?" The Khalif refused this, but he conjured him and said to him, "God on thee, O my lord, go with

me, for thou art my guest this night, and disappoint not my expectation concerning thee!" And he ceased not to press him till he consented to him;

whereat Aboulhusn rejoiced and going on before him, gave not over talking with him till they came to his [house and he carried the Khalif into the]

saloon. Er Reshid entered and made his servant abide at the door; and as soon as he was seated, Aboulhusn brought him somewhat to eat; so he ate,

and Aboulhusn ate with him, so eating might be pleasant to him. Then he removed the tray and they washed their hands and the Khalif sat down

again; whereupon Aboulhusn set on the drinking vessels and seating himself by his side, fell to filling and giving him to drink and entertaining him

with discourse..? ? ? ? ? Beauty her appanage is grown in its entirety, And for this cause all hearts must bow to her arbitrament..? ? ? ? ? My

patience underneath the loss of friends and folk With pallor's sorry garb hath clad me, comrades dear..83. The Woman's Trick against her Husband

cccxciii.When the king heard this, his admiration redoubled and he said, "Of a truth, destiny is forewritten to all creatures, and I will not accept (14)

aught that is said against my vizier the loyal counsellor." And he bade him go to his house..27. The Khalif Hisham and the Arab Youth cclxxi.Then

her case changed and her colour paled; and when Shefikeh saw her mistress in this plight, she repaired to her mother and told her that the lady

Mariyeh refused meat and drink. "Since when hath this befallen her?" asked the queen, and Shefikeh answered, "Since yesterday;" whereat the

the-faery-door.pdf

Page 3/11



The Faery Door

queen was confounded and betaking herself to her daughter, that she might enquire into her case, found her as one dead. So she sat down at her

head and Mariyeh opened her eyes and seeing her mother sitting by her, sat up for shamefastness before her. The queen questioned her of her case

and she said, "I entered the bath and it stupefied me and weakened me and left an exceeding pain in my head; but I trust in God the Most High that

it will cease.".'Well done, O damsel!' cried Ishac. 'By Allah, this is a fair hour!' Whereupon she rose and kissed his hand, saying, 'O my lord, the

hands stand still in thy presence and the tongues at thy sight, and the eloquent before thee are dumb; but thou art the looser of the veil.' (171) Then

she clung to him and said, 'Stand.' So he stood and said to her, 'Who art thou and what is thy need?' She raised a corner of the veil, and he beheld a

damsel as she were the rising full moon or the glancing lightning, with two side locks of hair that fell down to her anklets. She kissed his hand and

said to him, 'O my lord, know that I have been in this barrack these five months, during which time I have been withheld (172) from sale till thou

shouldst be present [and see me]; and yonder slave-dealer still made thy coming a pretext to me (173) and forbade me, for all I sought of him night

and day that he should cause thee come hither and vouchsafe me thy presence and bring me and thee together.' Quoth Ishac, 'Say what thou wouldst

have.' And she answered, 'I beseech thee, by God the Most High, that thou buy me, so I may be with thee, by way of service.' 'Is that thy desire?'

asked he, and she replied, ' Yes.'.We were sleeping one night on the roof, when a woman made her way into the house and gathering into a bundle

all that was therein, took it up, that she might go away with it. Now she was great with child and near upon her term and the hour of her

deliverance; so, when she made up the bundle and offered to shoulder it and make off with it, she hastened the coming of the pangs of labour and

gave birth to a child in the dark. Then she sought for the flint and steel and striking a light, kindled the lamp and went round about the house with

the little one, and it was weeping. [The noise awoke us,] as we lay on the roof, and we marvelled. So we arose, to see what was to do, and looking

down through the opening of the saloon, (112) saw a woman, who had kindled the lamp, and heard the little one weeping. She heard our voices and

raising her eyes to us, said, "Are ye not ashamed to deal with us thus and discover our nakedness? Know ye not that the day belongeth to you and

the night to us? Begone from us! By Allah, were it not that ye have been my neighbours these [many] years, I would bring down the house upon

you!" We doubted not but that she was of the Jinn and drew back our heads; but, when we arose on the morrow, we found that she had taken all

that was with us and made off with it; wherefore we knew that she was a thief and had practised [on us] a device, such as was never before

practised; and we repented, whenas repentance advantaged us not.'.? ? ? ? ? When in the sitting-chamber we for merry-making sate, With thine

eyes' radiance the place thou didst illuminate.? ? ? ? ? And when my feet trod earth, "Art slain, that we should fear," Quoth they, "or live, that we

may hope again thy sight?".? ? ? ? ? Read thou my writ and apprehend its purport, for my case This is and fate hath stricken me with sorrows past

allay..Then he girt his middle with a handkerchief and entering, saluted the young merchant, who said to him, 'Where hast thou been?' Quoth he, 'I

have done thine errands;' and the youth said, 'Go and eat and come hither and drink.' So he went away, as he bade him, and ate. Then he washed

and returning to the saloon, sat down on the carpet and fell to talking with them; whereupon the young merchant's heart was comforted and his

breast dilated and he addressed himself to joyance. They abode in the most delightsome life and the most abounding pleasance till a third part of

the night was past, when the master of the house arose and spreading them a bed, invited them to lie down. So they lay down and the youth abode

on wake, pondering their affair, till daybreak, when the woman awoke and said to her companion, 'I wish to go.' So he bade her farewell and she

departed; whereupon the master of the house followed her with a purse of money and gave it to her, saying, 'Blame not my master,' and made his

excuse to her for the young merchant..They ate and drank and sported and made merry awhile of the day; and as they were thus engaged, up came

the master of the house, with his friends, whom he had brought with him, that they might carouse together, as of wont. He saw the door opened and

knocked lightly, saying to his friends, 'Have patience with me, for some of my family are come to visit me; wherefore excuse belongeth [first] to

God the Most High, and then to you.' (263) So they took leave of him and went their ways, whilst he gave another light knock at the door. When

the young man heard this, he changed colour and the woman said to him, 'Methinks thy servant hath returned.' 'Yes,' answered he; and she arose

and opening the door to the master of the house, said to him, 'Where hast thou been? Indeed, thy master is wroth with thee.' 'O my lady,' answered

he, 'I have but been about his occasions.'.When Galen saw what appeared to him of the [mock] physician's incapacity, he turned to his disciples and

pupils and bade them fetch the other, with all his gear and drugs. So they brought him into his presence on the speediest wise, and when Galen saw

him before him, he said to him, 'Knowest thou me?' ' No,' answered the other, 'nor did I ever set eyes on thee before this day.' Quoth the sage, 'Dost

thou know Galen?' And the weaver said, 'No.' Then said Galen, 'What prompted thee to that which thou dost?' So he related to him his story and

gave him to know of the dowry and the obligation by which he was bound with regard to his wife, whereat Galen marvelled and certified himself of

the matter of the dower..? ? ? ? ? For love with your presence grows sweet, untroubled and life is serene And the star of our fortune burns bright,

that clouds in your absence did veil..? ? ? ? ? Of me he got not what he sought and brideless did return, For that estrangement and disdain were

pleasing in my sight..? ? ? ? ? m. The Goldsmith and the Cashmere Singing- girl dlxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? Full many a man incited me to infidelity, But I

refused, for all the talk wherewith they set on me..Woman accused of Lewdness, The Pious, ii. 5..Full many a man incited me to infidelity, i.

205..What strength have I solicitude and long desire to bear, iii. 20..Then she turned to the old man who had delivered her from the pit and prayed

for him and gave him presents galore and among them a myriad of money; (9) and they all departed from her, except her husband. When she was

alone with him, she made him draw near unto her and rejoiced in his coming and gave him the choice of abiding with her. Moreover, she

assembled the people of the city and set out to them his virtue and worth and counselled them to invest him with the charge of their governance and
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besought them to make him king over them. They fell in with her of this and he became king and took up his abode amongst them, whilst she gave

herself up to her religious exercises and abode with her husband on such wise as she was with him aforetime. (10) Nor," added the vizier, "is this

story, O king of the time, more extraordinary or more delightful than that of the journeyman and the girl whose belly he slit and fled.".Therewithal

Queen Es Shuhba was moved to exceeding delight and said, 'Well done, O queen of delight! None can avail to describe thee. Sing to us on the

apple,' Quoth Tuhfeh, 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then she improvised and sang the following verses:.When it was the ninth day, the viziers

[foregathered and] said, one to another, "Verily, this youth baffleth us, for as often as the king is minded to put him to death, he beguileth him and

ensorcelleth him with a story; so what deem ye we should do, that we may slay him and be at rest from him?" Then they took counsel together and

were of accord that they should go to the king's wife [and prompt her to urge the king to slaughter the youth. So they betook themselves to her] and

said to her, "Thou art heedless of this affair wherein thou art and this heedlessness will not profit thee; whilst the king is occupied with eating and

drinking and diversion and forgetteth that the folk beat upon tabrets and sing of thee and say, 'The king's wife loveth the youth;' and what while he

abideth on life, the talk will increase and not diminish." Quoth she, "By Allah, it was ye set me on against him, and what shall I do [now]?" And

they answered, "Do thou go in to the king and weep and say to him, 'Verily, the women come to me and tell me that I am become a byword in the

city, and what is thine advantage in the sparing of this youth? If thou wilt not slay him, slay me, so this talk may be estopped from us.'".A white

one, from her sheath of tresses now laid bare, ii. 291..The Eleventh Day..Now the lodging in question adjoined the king's house, and whilst the

merchant was rejoicing in this and saying, 'Verily, my luck hath returned and I shall live in this king's shadow the rest of my life,' he espied an

opening walled up with stones and clay. So he pulled out the stones and clearing away the earth from the opening, found that it was a window

giving upon the lodging of the king's women. When he saw this, he was affrighted and rising in haste, fetched clay and stopped it up again. But one

of the eunuchs saw him and misdoubting of him, repaired to the Sultan and told him of this. So he came and seeing the stones pulled out, was wroth

with the merchant and said to him, 'Is this my recompense from thee, that thou seekest to violate my harem?' And he bade pluck out his eyes. So

they did as he commanded and the merchant took his eyes in his hand and said, 'How long [wilt thou afflict me], O star of ill-omen? First my

wealth and now my life!' And he bewailed himself, saying, 'Endeavour profiteth me nought against evil fortune. The Compassionate aided me not

and endeavour was useless.'.Then said the king, "Hast thou a need we may accomplish unto thee? For indeed we are exceeding beholden to thee for

that which thou didst in the matter of Hudheifeh and his folk." And he let cast over him a mantle of Egyptian satin, worth an hundred dinars.

Moreover, he bade his treasurer give him a thousand dinars and said to him, "O youth, take this in part of that which thou deserves! of us; and if

thou prolong thy sojourn with us, we will give thee slaves and servants." El Abbas kissed the earth and said, "O king, may grant thee abiding

prosperity, I deserve not all this." Then he put his hand to his poke and pulling out two caskets of gold, in each of which were rubies, whose value

none could tell, gave them to the king, saying, "O king, God cause thy prosperity to endure, I conjure thee by that which God hath vouchsafed thee,

heal my heart by accepting these two caskets, even as I have accepted thy present." So the king accepted the two caskets and El Abbas took his

leave and went away to the bazaar..Meanwhile, the youth abode expecting his governor's return, but he returned not; wherefore concern and

chagrin waxed upon him, because of his mistress, and his longing for her redoubled and he was like to slay himself. She became aware of this and

sent him a messenger, bidding him to her. So he went to her and she questioned him of the case; whereupon he told her what was to do of the

matter of his governor, and she said to him, 'With me is longing the like of that which is with thee, and I misdoubt me thy messenger hath perished

or thy father hath slain him; but I will give thee all my trinkets and my clothes, and do thou sell them and pay the rest of my price, and we will go, I

and thou, to thy father.'.God [judge] betwixt me and her lord! Away With her he flees me and I follow aye..? ? ? ? ? My heart with yearning is ever

torn and tortured without cease, Nor can my lids lay hold on sleep, that Sees from them away..? ? ? ? ? s. The House with the Belvedere

dccccxcv.So the youth obeyed his father's commandment and taking him, carried him to the slave-dealer and said to the latter, 'Sell me this old

man.' Quoth the dealer, 'Who will buy this fellow, and he a man of fourscore?' Then said he to the king, 'In what crafts dost thou excel?' Quoth he,

'I know the quintessence of jewels and I know the quintessence of horses and that of men; brief, I know the quintessence of all things.' So the dealer

took him and went about, offering him for sale to the folk; but none would buy. Presently, up came the overseer of the [Sultan's] kitchen and said,

'What is this man?' And the dealer answered, 'This is a slave for sale.' The cook marvelled at this and bought the king for ten thousand dirhems,

after questioning him of what he could do. Then he paid down the money and carried him to his house, but dared not employ him in aught of

service; so he appointed him an allowance, such as should suffice for his livelihood, and repented him of having bought him, saying, 'What shall I

do with the like of this fellow?'.Now there was a ruined building hard by and he climbed up on to a high wall and gave not over clambering hither

and thither, of the excess of his carefulness, till his feet betrayed him and he slipped [and fell] to the bottom and died, whilst his companions arose

in the morning in health [and weal]. Now, if he had overmastered his corrupt (259) judgment and submitted himself to fate and fortune

fore-ordained, it had been safer and better [for him]; but he made light of the folk and belittled their wit and was not content to take example by

them; for his soul whispered him that he was a man of understanding and he imagined that, if he abode with them, he would perish; so his folly cast

him into perdition. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the man who was lavish of his house and his victual to one

whom he knew not".So he abode in this employ, till he had sowed and reaped and threshed and winnowed, and all was sheer in his hand and the

owner appointed neither inspector nor overseer, but relied altogether upon him. Then he bethought himself and said, '_I_* misdoubt me the owner
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of this grain will not give me my due; so I were better take of it, after the measure of my hire; and if he give me my due, I will restore him that

which I have taken.' So he took of the grain, after the measure of that which fell to him, and hid it in a privy place. Then he carried the rest to the

old man and meted it out to him, and he said to him, 'Come, take [of the grain, after the measure of] thy hire, for which I agreed with thee, and sell

it and buy with the price clothes and what not else; and though thou abide with me half a score years, yet shall thou still have this wage and I will

acquit it to thee thus.' Quoth the merchant in himself, 'Indeed, I have done a foul thing in that I look it without his leave.'.Sindbad the Sailor and

Hindbad the Porter.? ? ? ? ? l. The Twelfth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.? ? ? ? ? My juice among kings is still drunken for wine And a present am I

betwixt friends, young and old..? ? ? ? ? It is as the jasmine, when it I espy, As it glitters and gleams midst its boughs, were a sky.On the morrow

they (199) returned to their place, as of their wont, and betook themselves to eating and drinking and merry-making and sporting till the last of the

day, when Sindbad bade them hearken to his relation concerning his sixth voyage, the which (quoth he) is of the most extraordinary of pleasant

stories and the most startling [for that which it compriseth] of tribulations and disasters. Then said he,.? ? ? ? ? a. The Foolish Weaver

clii.Meanwhile, the Lady Zubeideh, the wife of the Commander of the Faithful, made a banquet in her palace and assembled her slave-girls. As for

Sitt el Milah, she came, weeping-eyed and mournful-hearted, and those who were present blamed her for this, whereupon she recited the following

verses:.Now the king had a brother, whom he had imprisoned in that pit of old time, and he had died [there]; but the folk of the realm thought that

he was alive, and when his [supposed] imprisonment grew long, the king's officers used to talk of this and of the tyranny of the king, and the report

spread abroad that the king was a tyrant, wherefore they fell upon him one day and slew him. Then they sought the well and brought out Abou

Sabir therefrom, deeming him the king's brother, for that he was the nearest of folk to him [in favour] and the likest, and he had been long in the

prison. So they doubted not but that he was the prince in question and said to him, 'Reign thou in thy brother's room, for we have slain him and thou

art king in his stead.' But Abou Sabir was silent and spoke not a word; and he knew that this was the issue of his patience. Then he arose and sitting

down on the king's throne, donned the royal raiment and discovered justice and equity and the affairs [of the realm] prospered [in his hand];

wherefore the folk obeyed him and the people inclined to him and many were his troops..? ? ? ? ? And whenas the dogs at a fountain have lapped,

The lions to drink of the water forbear.".? ? ? ? ? Then was my heart by that which caused my agitation seared, And from mine eyelids still the tears

poured down without relent..? ? ? ? ? Accuse me falsely, cruelly entreat me; still ye are My heart's beloved, at whose hands no rigour I

resent..Therewithal Aboulhusn cried out at him and said, "O dog of the sons of Bermek, go down forthright, thou and the master of the police of the

city, to such a place in such a street and deliver a hundred dinars to the mother of Aboulhusn the Wag and bear her my salutation. [Then, go to such

a mosque] and take the four sheikhs and the Imam and beat each of them with four hundred lashes and mount them on beasts, face to tail, and go

round with them about all the city and banish them to a place other than the city; and bid the crier make proclamation before them, saying, 'This is

the reward and the least of the reward of whoso multiplieth words and molesteth his neighbours and stinteth them of their delights and their eating

and drinking!'" Jaafer received the order [with submission] and answered with ["Hearkening and] obedience;" after which he went down from

before Aboulhusn to the city and did that whereunto he had bidden him..It is said that El Mamoun (164) came one day upon Zubeideh, mother of El

Amin, (165) and saw her moving her lips and muttering somewhat he understood not; so he said to her, "O mother mine, dost thou imprecate

[curses] upon me, for that I slew thy son and despoiled him of his kingdom?" "Not so, by Allah, O Commander of the Faithful!" answered she, and

he said, "What then saidst thou?" Quoth she, "Let the Commander of the Faithful excuse me." But he was instant with her, saying, "Needs must

thou tell it." And she replied, "I said, 'God confound importunity!'" "How so?" asked the Khalif, and she said, "I played one day at chess with the

Commander of the Faithful [Haroun er Reshid] and he imposed on me the condition of commandment and acceptance. (166) He beat me and bade

me put off my clothes and go round about the palace, naked; so I did this, and I incensed against him. Then we fell again to playing and I beat him;

so I bade him go to the kitchen and swive the foulest and sorriest wench of the wenches thereof. [I went to the kitchen] and found not a slave-girl

fouler and filthier than thy mother; (167) so I bade him swive her. He did as I bade him and she became with child by him of thee, and thus was I

[by my unlucky insistance] the cause of the slaying of my son and the despoiling him of his kingdom." When El Mamoun heard this, he turned

away, saying, "God curse the importunate!" to wit, himself, who had importuned her till she acquainted him with that matter..Then said she to the

villager's son, 'Know that I am the woman whom thy father delivered from harm and stress and whom there betided from thee of false accusation

and frowardness that which thou hast named.' And she craved pardon for him and he was made whole of his sickness. [Then said she to the thief, 'I

am she against whom thou liedst, avouching that I was thy mistress, who had been stoned on thine account, and that I was of accord with thee

concerning the robbing of the villager's house and had opened the doors to thee.' And she prayed for him and he was made whole of his sickness.]

Then said she to [the townsman], him of the tribute, 'I am she who gave thee the [thousand] dirhems and thou didst with me what thou didst.' And

she craved pardon for him and prayed for him and he was made whole; whereupon the folk marvelled at her oppressors, who had been afflicted

alike, so God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) might show forth her innocence before witnesses..One day, there came a ship and in it

a merchant from their own country, who knew them and rejoiced in them with an exceeding joy and clad them in goodly apparel. Moreover, he

acquainted them with the manner of the treachery that had been practised upon them and counselled them to return to their own land, they and he

with whom they had made friends, (254) assuring them that God the Most High would restore them to their former estate. So the king returned and

the folk joined themselves to him and he fell upon his brother and his vizier and took them and clapped them in prison..96. Adi ben Zeid and the
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Princess Hind ccccv.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Chief of the Boulac Police cccxliv.? ? ? ? ? I swear by his life, yea, I swear by the life of my love

without peer, To please him or save him from hurt, I'd enter the fire without fear!.? ? ? ? ? How long did the heart for thy love that languished with

longing endure A burden of passion, 'neath which e'en mountains might totter and fail!.One day, King Suleiman Shah went in to his brother's

daughter and kissing her head, said to her, 'Thou art my daughter and dearer to me than a child, for the love of thy father deceased; wherefore I am

minded to marry thee to one of my sons and appoint him my heir apparent, so he may be king after me. Look, then, which thou wilt have of my

sons, for that thou hast been reared with them and knowest them.' The damsel arose and kissing his hand, said to him, 'O my lord, I am thine

handmaid and thou art the ruler over me; so whatsoever pleaseth thee, do, for that thy wish is higher and more honourable and nobler [than mine]

and if thou wouldst have me serve thee, [as a handmaid], the rest of my life, it were liefer to me than any [husband].'.Munir drank off his cup and

ordered her eight hundred thousand dinars, whereat Kemeriyeh rejoiced and rising to her feet, kissed Tuhfeh on her face and said to her, 'May the

world not be bereaved of thee, O thou who lordest it over the hearts of Jinn and mortals!' Then she returned to her place and the Sheikh Iblis arose

and danced, till all present were confounded; after which he said to Tuhfeh, 'Indeed, thou embellishest my festival, O thou who hast commandment

over men and Jinn and rejoicest their hearts with thy loveliness and the excellence of thy faithfulness to thy lord. All that thy hands possess shall be

borne to thee [in thy palace and placed] at thy service; but now the dawn is near at hand; so do thou rise and rest thee, as of thy wont' Tuhfeh turned

and found with her none of the Jinn; so she laid her head on the ground and slept till she had gotten her rest; after which she arose and betaking

herself to the pool, made the ablution and prayed. Then she sat beside the pool awhile and pondered the affair of her lord Er Reshid and that which

had betided him after her and wept sore..The End..? ? ? ? ? Our Lord, after sev'rance, with them hath conjoined us, for he who doth good Shall ne'er

disappointed abide and kindnesses kindness entail..? ? ? ? ? How often, too, hath gladness come to light Whence nought but dole thou didst

anticipate!.? ? ? ? ? Woe's me for one who burns for love and longing pain! Alas for the regrets my heart that rend and tear!.? ? ? ? ? Oft as I strove

to make her keep the troth of love, Unto concealment's ways still would she turn aside..? ? ? ? ? o. The King's Son and the Merchant's Wife

dccccxciii.When he heard her words, the dregs of the drunkenness wrought in him and he imagined that he was indeed a Turk. So he went out from

her and putting his hand to his sleeve, found therein a scroll and gave it to one who read it to him. When he heard that which was written in the

scroll, his mind was confirmed in the false supposition; but he said in himself, 'Maybe my wife seeketh to put a cheat on me; so I will go to my

fellows the fullers; and if they know me not, then am I for sure Khemartekeni the Turk.' So he betook himself to the fullers and when they espied

him afar off, they thought that he was one of the Turks, who used to wash their clothes with them without payment and give them nothing..? ? ? ? ?

How oft I've waked, how many a cup of sorrow have I drained, Watching the stars of night go by, for sleepless languishment!.71. Haroun er Reshid

and the two Girls ccclxxxvii.123. The Blacksmith who could Handle Fire without Hurt cccclxxi.The Lady Zubeideh answered him many words and

the talk waxed amain between them. At last the Khalif sat down at the heads of the pair and said, "By the tomb of the Apostle of God (may He

bless and preserve him!) and the sepulchres of my fathers and forefathers, whoso will tell me which of them died before the other, I will willingly

give him a thousand dinars!" When Aboulhusn heard the Khalifs words, he sprang up in haste and said, "I died first, O Commander of the Faithful!

Hand over the thousand dinars and quit thine oath and the conjuration by which thou sworest." Then Nuzhet el Fuad rose also and stood up before

the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh, who both rejoiced in this and in their safety, and the princess chid her slave-girl. Then the Khalif and the Lady

Zubeideh gave them joy at their well-being and knew that this [pretended] death was a device to get the money; and the princess said to Nuzhet el

Fuad, "Thou shouldst have sought of me that which thou desiredst, without this fashion, and not have consumed my heart for thee." And she said,

"Indeed, I was ashamed, O my lady.".? ? ? ? ? Had we thy coming known, we would for sacrifice Have poured thee out heart's blood or blackness

of the eyes;.When the evening evened, the king sat in his privy chamber and bade fetch the vizier, who presented himself before him, and the king

required of him the promised story. So the vizier answered, "With all my heart. Know, O king, that.Quintessence of Things, The King who knew

the, i. 230..? ? ? ? ? c. Story of the Chief of the Old Cairo Police cccxliv.? ? ? ? ? Your image midst mine eye sits nor forsakes me aye; Ye are my

moons in gloom of night and shadowtide..169. Marouf the Cobbler and his Wife Fatimeh dcccclxxxix-Mi.? ? ? ? ? My maker reserved me for

generous men And the niggard and sland'rer to use me forebade..One day, as he went wandering about the streets, he espied a woman of the utmost

beauty and grace, and what he saw of her charms amazed him and there betided him what made him forget his present plight. She accosted him and

jested with him and he besought her of foregathering and companionship. She consented to this and said to him, 'Let us go to thy lodging.' With

this he repented and was perplexed concerning his affair and grieved for that which must escape him of her company by reason of the straitness of

his hand, (261) for that he had no jot of spending money. But he was ashamed to say, 'No,' after he had made suit to her; so he went on before her,

bethinking him how he should rid himself of her and casting about for an excuse which he might put off on her, and gave not over going from street

to street, till he entered one that had no issue and saw, at the farther end, a door, whereon was a padlock..? ? ? ? ? What if the sabre cut me limb

from limb! No torment 'twere for lovers true and leal..A certain wealthy merchant had a fair daughter, who was as the full moon, and when she

attained the age of fifteen, her father betook himself to an old man and spreading him a carpet in his sitting-chamber, gave him to eat and caroused

with him. Then said he to him, 'I desire to marry thee to my daughter.' The other excused himself, because of his poverty, and said to him, 'I am not

worthy of her nor am I a match for thee.' The merchant was instant with him, but he repeated his answer to him, saying, 'I will not consent to this

till thou acquaint me with the reason of thy desire for me. If I find it reasonable, I will fall in with thy wish; and if not, I will not do this ever.'.So he
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took a belt, wherein were a thousand dinars, and binding it about his middle, entered the city and gave not over going round about its streets and

markets and gazing upon its houses and sitting with those of its folk whose aspect bespoke them men of worth, till the day was half spent, when he

resolved to return to his sister and said in himself, 'Needs must I buy what we may eat of ready-[dressed] food] I and my sister.' Accordingly, he

accosted a man who sold roast meat and who was clean [of person], though odious in his [means of getting a] living, and said to him, 'Take the

price of this dish [of meat] and add thereto of fowls and chickens and what not else is in your market of meats and sweetmeats and bread and

arrange it in dishes.' So the cook set apart for him what he desired and calling a porter, laid it in his basket, and Selim paid the cook the price of his

wares, after the fullest fashion..? ? ? ? ? And dar'dst, O dweller in the tents, to lift thine eyes to me, Hoping by stress to win of me the amorous

delight,.El Abbas looked at them and saw the ensigns displayed and the standards loosed and heard the drums beating; so he bade his servant

saddle him a charger and look to the girths and bring him his harness of war. Quoth Aamir, "And indeed I saw El Abbas his eyes flash and the hair

of his hands stood on end, for that indeed horsemanship (69) abode [rooted in his heart]."So he mounted his charger, whilst Aamir also bestrode a

war-horse, and they went forth with the troops and fared on two days. On the third day, after the hour of the mid-afternoon prayer, they came in

sight of the enemy and the two armies met and the ranks joined battle. The strife raged amain and sore was the smiting, whilst the dust rose in

clouds and hung vaulted [over them], so that all eyes were blinded; and they ceased not from the battle till the night overtook them, when the two

hosts drew off from the mellay and passed the night, perplexed concerning themselves [and the issue of their affair]..So King Suleiman Shah made

answer unto Caesar with 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then he arose and despatched her to him, and Cassar went in to her and found her

overpassing the description wherewithal they had described her to him; wherefore he loved her with an exceeding love and preferred her over all

his women and his love for Suleiman Shah was magnified; but Shah Khatoun's heart still clave to her son and she could say nought. As for

Suleiman Shah's rebellious son, Belehwan, when he saw that Shah Khatoun had married the king of the Greeks, this was grievous to him and he

despaired of her. Meanwhile, his father Suleiman Shah kept strait watch over the child and cherished him and named him Melik Shah, after the

name of his father. When he reached the age of ten, he made the folk swear fealty to him and appointed him his heir apparent, and after some days,

[the hour of] the old king's admission [to the mercy of God] drew near and he died..Girl, The Journeyman and the, ii. 17..As for me, I stood, with

my head bowed to the earth, forgetting both Institutes and Canons, (99) abode sunk in thought, saying, "How came I to be the dupe of yonder

worthless baggage?" Then said the Amir to me, "What aileth thee that thou answerest not?" And I answered, saying, "O my lord, it is a custom

among the folk that he who hath a payment to make at a certain date is allowed three days' grace; [so do thou have patience with me so long,] and

if, [by the end of that time,] the culprit be not found, I will be answerable for that which is lost." When the folk heard my speech, they all deemed it

reasonable and the Master of Police turned to the Cadi and swore to him that he would do his utmost endeavour to recover the stolen money and

that it should be restored to him. So he went away, whilst I mounted forthright and fell to going round about the world without purpose, and indeed

I was become under the dominion of a woman without worth or honour; and I went round about on this wise all that my day and night, but

happened not upon tidings of her; and thus I did on the morrow..Merchant and the King, The Old Woman, the, i. 265..A thief of the thieves of the

Arabs went [one night] to a certain man's house, to steal from a heap of wheat there, and the people of the house surprised him. Now on the heap

was a great copper measure, and the thief buried himself in the corn and covered his head with the measure, so that the folk found him not and went

away; but, as they were going, behold, there came a great crack of wind forth of the corn. So they went up to the measure and [raising it],

discovered the thief and laid hands on him. Quoth he, "I have eased you of the trouble of seeking me: for I purposed, [in letting wind], to direct you

to my [hiding-]place; wherefore do ye ease me and have compassion on me, so may God have compassion on you!" So they let him go and harmed

him not..As stated In the Prefatory Note to my "Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night," four printed Editions (of which three are more or

less complete) exist of the Arabic text of the original work, namely those of Calcutta (1839-42), Boulac (Cairo), Breslau (Tunis) and Calcutta

(1814-18). The first two are, for purposes of tabulation, practically identical, one whole story only, (222) of those that occur in the Calcutta

(1839-42) Edition, (which is the most complete of all,) being omitted from that of Boulac; and I have, therefore, given but one Table of Contents

for these two Editions. The Breslau Edition, though differing widely from those of Calcutta (1839-42) and Boulac in contents, resembles them in

containing the full number (a thousand and one) of Nights, whilst that of Calcutta (1814-18) is but a fragment, comprising only the first two

hundred Nights and the Voyages of Sindbad, as a separate Tale..? ? ? ? ? Look at the moss-rose, on its branches seen, Midmost its leafage, covered

all with green..So Aamir took the water-skin and made for the water; but, when he came to the well, behold, two young men with gazelles, and

when they saw him, they said to him, "Whither wilt thou, O youth, and of which of the Arabs art thou?" "Harkye, lads," answered he, "fill me my

water-skin, for that I am a stranger man and a wayfarer and I have a comrade who awaiteth me." Quoth they, "Thou art no wayfarer, but a spy from

El Akil's camp." Then they took him and carried him to [their king] Zuheir ben Shebib; and when he came before him, he said to him, "Of which of

the Arabs art thou?" Quoth Aamir, "I am a wayfarer." And Zuheir said, "Whence comest thou and whither wilt thou?" "I am on my way to Akil,"

answered Aamir. When he named Akil, those who were present were agitated; but Zuheir signed to them with his eyes and said to him, "What is

thine errand with Akil?" Quoth he, "We would fain see him, my friend and I.".Then he sent for the viziers and said to them, 'O wicked viziers, ye

thought that God was heedless of your deed, but your wickedness shall revert upon you. Know ye not that whoso diggeth a pit for his brother shall

fall into it? Take from me the punishment of this world and to-morrow ye shall get the punishment of the world to come and requital from God.'
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Then he bade put them to death; so [the headsman] smote off their heads before the king, and he went in to his wife and acquainted her with that

wherein he had transgressed against Abou Temam; whereupon she grieved for him with an exceeding grief and the king and the people of his

household left not weeping and repenting all their lives. Moreover, they brought Abou Temam forth of the well and the king built him a dome

(127) in his palace and buried him therein..20. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar cliii.So we abode there, daily expecting death, and whoso of us

had with him a day's victual ate it in five days, and after this he died; and whoso had with him a month's victual ate it in five months and died also.

As for me, I had with me great plenty of victual; so I buried it in a certain place and brought it out, [little by little,] and fed on it; and we ceased not

to be thus, burying one the other, till all died but myself and I abode alone, having buried the last of my companions, and but little victual remained

to me. So I said in myself, 'Who will bury me in this place?' And I dug me a grave and abode in expectation of death, for that I was in a state of

exhaustion. Then, of the excess of my repentance, I blamed and reproached myself for my much [love of] travel and said, 'How long wilt thou thus

imperil thyself?' And I abode as I were a madman, unable to rest; but, as I was thus melancholy and distracted, God the Most High inspired me

with an idea, and it was that I looked at the river aforesaid, as it entered in at the mouth of the cavern in the skirt of the mountain, and said in

myself, 'Needs must this water have issue in some place.'.Accordingly, he returned to the burial-ground and gave not over going till he stood at the

door of the sepulchre, when he heard El Merouzi say to his fellow, 'I will not give thee a single dirhem of the money!' The other said the like and

they were occupied with contention and mutual revilement and talk. So the thief returned in haste to his fellows, who said, 'What is behind thee?'

Quoth he, 'Get you gone and flee for your lives and save yourselves, O fools; for that much people of the dead are come to life and between them

are words and contention.' So the thieves fled, whilst the two sharpers retained to Er Razi's house and made peace with one another and laid the

thieves' purchase to the money they had gotten aforetime and lived a while of time. Nor, O king of the age," added the vizier, "is this rarer or more

marvellous than the story of the four sharpers with the money-changer and the ass."."Leave the mention of him. Who is at the door?" Quoth Adi,

"El Akhwes el Ansari." (54) "God the Most High put him away and estrange him from His mercy!" cried Omar. "Is it not he who said, berhyming

on a man of Medina his slave-girl, so she might outlive her master ... ?" [And he repeated the following line:].95. Abou Suweid and the Handsome

Old Woman dclxxxvii.On this wise she abode a great while and indeed yearning for him came nigh to slay her; so she stood and watched for him

one day at the door of her chamber and straining him to her bosom, kissed him on the cheek and breast. At this moment, out came the master of the

king's household and seeing her embracing the youth, abode amazed. Then he asked to whom that chamber belonged and was answered, 'To Shah

Khatoun, wife of the king,' whereupon he turned back, trembling as [one smitten by] a thunderbolt. The king saw him quaking and said to him, 'Out

on thee! what is the matter?' 'O king,' answered he, 'what matter is graver than that which I see?' 'What seest thou?' asked the king and the officer

said, 'I see that yonder youth, who came with the eunuch, he brought not with him but on account of Shah Khatoun; for that I passed but now by

her chamber door, and she was standing, watching; [and when the youth came up,] she rose to him and clipped him and kissed him on his cheek.'.?

? ? ? ? a. Story of Tuhfet el Culoub and Haroun er Reshid dccccxlii.?THE FIRST OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? In my soul the fire of yearning and

affliction rageth aye; Lo, I burn with love and longing; nought in answer can I say..Therewithal the young man was moved to delight and

exclaimed, "By Allah, thou sayest well, O Sitt el Milan! Let me hear more." Then he handselled her with fifty dinars and they drank and the cups

went round among them; and her seller said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, this is the season of leave-taking; so let us hear somewhat on the subject."

Accordingly she struck the lute and avouching that which was in her heart, sang the following verses:.An if my substance fail, no one there is will

succour me, i. 6..Some months after this, I met him again under arrest, in the midst of the guards and officers of the police, and he said to them,

"Seize yonder man." So they laid hands on me and carried me to the chief of the police, who said, "What hast thou to do with this fellow?" The

thief turned to me and looking a long while in my face, said, "Who took this man?" Quoth the officers, "Thou badest us take him; so we took him."

And he said, "I seek refuge with God! I know not this man, nor knoweth he me; and I said not that to you but of a man other than this." So they

released me, and awhile afterward the thief met me in the street and saluted me, saying, "O my lord, fright for fright! Hadst thou taken aught from

me, thou hadst had a part in the calamity." (146) And I said to him, "God [judge] between thee and me!" And this is what I have to tell'.When the

Khalif heard his verses, he took the cup from his hand and kissed it and drank it off and returned it to Aboulhusn, who made him an obeisance and

filled and drank. Then he filled again and kissing the cup thrice, recited the following verses:.Officer's Story, The Twelfth, ii. 179..When the king

heard his chamberlain's story, he was confounded and abashed and said to him, 'Abide on thy wonted service and till thy land, for that the lion

entered it, but marred it not, and he will never more return thither.' (61) Then he bestowed on him a dress of honour and made him a sumptuous

present; and the man returned to his wife and people, rejoicing and glad, for that his heart was set at rest concerning his wife. Nor," added the

vizier, "O king of the age, is this rarer or more extraordinary than the story of the fair and lovely woman, endowed with amorous grace, with the

foul-favoured man.".The messenger wished him joy of the bath and exceeded in doing him worship. Then he said to him, "The king biddeth thee in

weal." (82) "Hearkening and obedience," answered El Abbas and accompanied the messenger to the king's palace..Think not that I forget our

trothplight after you. Nay; God to me decreed remembrance heretofore. (202)
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