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THE MAN WHO WAS DEAD THE LIVING CORPSE THE CAUSE OF IT ALL DRAMAS
O thou that questionest the lily of its scent, ii. 256..Now this letter was written with ultramarine upon the skin of the hog-deer, the which is goodlier
than parchment or paper and inclineth unto yellow, and was to the following effect: 'From the King of Hind, before whom are a thousand elephants
and on the battlements of his palace a thousand jewels, [to the Khalif Haroun er Reshid, greeting]. To proceed: (209) we send thee some small
matter of presents, which do thou accept and be to us as a brother and a friend, for that the love of thee aboundeth in our heart and we would have
thee to know that we look to thee for an answer. Indeed, we are sharers with thee in love and fear, ceasing (210) never to do thee honour; and for a
beginning, we send thee the Book of the Quintessence of Balms and a present after the measure of that which is fallen to our lot. Indeed, this is
unworthy of thy rank, but we beseech thee, O brother, to favour us by accepting it, and peace be on thee!'.When the evening evened, the king sat in
his sitting- chamber and sending for his vizier, bade him relate the story of the wealthy man who lost his wealth and his wit. So he said, "Know, O
king, that.As he was thus, behold, Aamir called out to him and said, "O my lord, come to my help, or I am a dead man!" So El Abbas went up to
him and found him cast down on his back and chained with four chains to four pickets of iron. He loosed his bonds and said to him, "Go before me,
O Aamir." So he fared on before him a little, and presently they looked, and behold, horsemen making to Zuheir's succour, to wit, twelve thousand
cavaliers, with Sehl ben Kaab in their van, mounted upon a jet-black steed. He charged upon Aamir, who fled from him, then upon El Abbas, who
said, "O Aamir, cleave fast to my horse and guard my back." Aamir did as he bade him, whereupon El Abbas cried out at the folk and falling upon
them, overthrew their braves and slew of them nigh two thousand cavaliers, whilst not one of them knew what was to do nor with whom he fought.
Then said one of them to other, "Verily, the king is slain; so with whom do we wage war? Indeed ye flee from him; so do ye enter under his
banners, or not one of you will be saved.".By Him whom I worship, indeed, I swear, O thou that mine eye dost fill, ii. 213..113. The Angel of
Death with the Proud King and the Devout Man cccclxii.33. Ali the Persian and the Kurd Sharper ccxciv.? ? ? ? ? After your loss, nor trace of me
nor vestige would remain, Did not the hope of union some whit my strength sustain..When the Khalif heard this, he said, "By Allah, O Jerir, Omar
possesseth but a hundred dirhems." (66) [And he cried out to his servant, saying,] "Ho, boy! give them to him." Moreover, he gave him the
ornaments of his sword; and Jerir went forth to the [other] poets, who said to him, "What is behind thee?" (67) And he answered, "A man who
giveth to the poor and denieth the poets, and I am well-pleased with him." (68).When Shefikeh saw that which betided him, she came forward and
said to him, "O bountiful lord, indeed my mistress returneth not the mantle and the necklace despitefully; but she is about to depart the world and
thou hast the best right to them." "And what is the cause of this?" asked he. Quoth Shefikeh, "Thou knowest. By Allah, never among the Arabs nor
the barbarians nor among the sons of the kings saw I a harder of heart than thou! Is it a light matter to thee that thou troublest Mariyeh's life and
causest her mourn for herself and depart the world on account of (110) thy youth? Indeed, thou wast the cause of her acquaintance with thee and
now she departeth the world on thine account, she whose like God the Most High hath not created among the daughters of the kings.".So the notary
went up to the lieutenant, who was among the witnesses, and said "It is well. Is she not such an one whose marriage contract we drew up in such a
place?" Then he betook himself to the woman's house and cried out upon her; whereupon she brought him the [forged] contract and he took it and
returned with it to the lieutenant of police. When the latter had taken cognizance [of the document and professed himself satisfied, the assessor]
said [to the notary,] "Go to our lord and master, the Cadi of the Cadis, and acquaint him with that which befalleth his assessors." The notary rose to
go, but the lieutenant of police feared [for himself] and was profuse in beseeching the assessor and kissing his hands, till he forgave him;
whereupon the lieutenant went away in the utterest of concern and affright. On this wise the assessor ordered the case and carried out the forgery
and feigned marriage with the woman; [and thus was calamity warded off from him] by the excellence of his contrivance." (121).114. The Angel of
Death and the Rich King cccclxii.So Es Shisban drank off the cup in his turn and said, 'Well done, O desire of hearts!' And he bestowed on her that
which was upon him, to wit, a dress of cloth-of-pearl, fringed with great pearls and rubies and broidered with precious stones, and a tray wherein
were fifty thousand dinars. Then Meimoun the Sworder took the cup and fell to gazing intently upon Tuhfeh. Now there was in his hand a
pomegranate-flower and he said to her, 'Sing upon this pomegranate-flower, O queen of men and Jinn; for indeed thou hast dominion over all
hearts.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience;' and she improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? I marvel for that to my love I see thee
now incline, What time my heart, indeed, is fain to turn away from thine..King Shah Bekht and His Vizier Er Rehwan.? ? ? ? ? m. The Goldsmith
and the Cashmere Singing- girl dlxxxvi.Then he re-entered the village and buying the prince a horse, mounted him thereon and they ceased not
going, till they came to the frontier of their own country, where there fell robbers upon them by the way and took all that was with them and
pinioned them; after which they cast them into a pit hard by the road and went away and left them to die there, and indeed they had cast many folk
into that pit and they had died..It befell, after this, that a man was slain in Abou Sabir's village; wherefore the Sultan caused plunder the village, and
they plundered the headman's goods with the rest So his wife said to him, 'All the Sultan's officers know thee; so do thou prefer thy plaint to the
king, that he may cause thy beasts to be restored to thee.' But he said to her, 'O woman, said I not to thee that he who doth evil shall suffer it?
Indeed, the king hath done evil, and he shall suffer [the consequences of] his deed, for whoso taketh the goods of the folk, needs must his goods be
taken.' A man of his neighbours heard his speech, and he was an envier of his; so he went to the Sultan and acquainted him therewith, whereupon
he sent and plundered all [the rest of] his goods and drove him forth from the village, and his wife [and children] with him. So they went wandering
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in the desert and his wife said to him, 'All that hath befallen us cometh of thy slothfulness in affairs and thy default.' But he said to her, 'Have
patience, for the issue of patience is good.'.? ? ? ? ? Haste not to that thou dost desire, for haste is still unblest; Be merciful to men, as thou on
mercy reckonest;.? ? ? ? ? How oft of dole have I made moan for love and longing pain, What while my body for desire in mortal peril went!.73.
Mohammed el Amin and Jaafer ben el Hadi dclvii.A sun of beauty she appears to all who look on her, iii. 191..When the king heard this story, he
deemed it pleasant and said, "This story is near unto that which I know and meseemeth I should do well to have patience and hasten not to slay my
vizier, so I may get of him the story of the king and his son." Then he gave the vizier leave to go away to his own house; so he thanked him and
abode in his house all that day..? ? ? ? ? Then sent I speech to thee in verses such as burn The heart; reproach therein was none nor yet unright;.Old
Sharper, Story of the, ii. 187..85. Jaafer the Barmecide and the Old Bedouin cccxcv.? ? ? ? ? For the longing that abideth in my heart is hard to
bear. Fare with me, then, to my loved one. Answer nothing, but obey..? ? ? ? ? How many a friend, for money's sake, hath companied with me!.? ?
? ? ? l. The Wife's Device to Cheat her Husband dlxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? Ye chide at one who weepeth for troubles ever new; Needs must th' afflicted
warble the woes that make him rue..Officer's Story, The Ninth, ii. 167..Meanwhile, the king and queen abode in the island, over against the old man
and woman, and ate of the fruits that were in the island and drank of its waters, till, one day, as they sat, there came a ship and moored to the side of
the island, to fill up with water, whereupon they (63) looked at each other and spoke. The master of the ship was a Magian and all that was therein,
both men and goods, belonged to him, for that he was a merchant and went round about the world. Now covetise deluded the old man, the owner of
the island, and he went up [into the ship] and gave the Magian news of the king's wife, setting out to him her charms, till he made him yearn unto
her and his soul prompted him to use treachery and practise upon her and take her from her hnsband. So he sent to her, saying, 'With us in the ship
is a woman with child, and we fear lest she be delivered this night. Hast thou skill in the delivering of women?' And she answered, 'Yes.' Now it
was the last of the day; so he sent to her to come up into the ship and deliver the woman, for that the pangs of labour were come upon her; and he
promised her clothes and spending-money. Accordingly, she embarked in all assurance, with a heart at ease for herself, and transported her gear to
the ship; but no sooner was she come thither than the anchors were weighed and the canvas spread and the ship set sail..Sindbad the Sailor and
Hindbad the Porter.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef. Story of the Barber's Sixth Brother clviii.? ? ? ? ? a. The Physician Douban xi.Presently, the old woman
came in to her and saw her sitting at Aboulhusn's head, weeping and lamenting; and when she saw the old woman, she cried out and said to her,
"See what hath betided me! Indeed, Aboulhusn is dead and hath left me alone and forlorn!" Then she cried out and tore her clothes and said to the
old woman, "O my mother, how good he was!" Quoth the other, "Indeed thou art excused, for thou wast used to him and he to thee." Then she
considered what Mesrour had reported to the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and said to her, "Indeed, Mesrour goeth about to sow discord between
the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh." "And what is the [cause of] discord, O my mother?" asked Nuzhet el Fuad. "O my daughter," answered the old
woman, "Mesrour came to the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and gave them news of thee that thou wast dead and that Aboulhusn was well. "And
Nuzhet el Fuad said to her, "O my aunt, I was with my lady but now and she gave me a hundred dinars and a piece of silk; and now see my
condition and that which hath befallen me! Indeed, I am bewildered, and how shall I do, and I alone, forlorn? Would God I had died and he had
lived!".The First Day..When Tuhfeh heard this, she fell to weeping and wailing and said, 'By Allah, nought irketh me save separation from my lord
Er Reshid; but, when I am dead, let the world be ruined after me.' And she doubted not in herself but that she was lost without recourse. Then
Meimoun set forth with his army and departed in quest of the hosts [of the Jinn], leaving none in the palace save his daughter Jemreh and Tuhfeh
and an Afrit who was dear unto him. They fared on till they met with the army of Es Shisban; and when the two hosts came face to face, they fell
upon each other and fought a passing sore battle. After awhile, Es Shisban's troops began to give back, and when Meimoun saw them do thus, he
despised them and made sure of victory over them..?Story of King Dadbin and His Viziers..How long will ye admonished be, without avail or
heed? iii. 40..Meanwhile, the Lady Zubeideh, the wife of the Commander of the Faithful, made a banquet in her palace and assembled her
slave-girls. As for Sitt el Milah, she came, weeping-eyed and mournful-hearted, and those who were present blamed her for this, whereupon she
recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? That I am the pledge of passion still and that my longing love And eke my yearning do overpass all longing
that was aye..Woman (The Old), the Merchant and the King, i. 265..One day, King Suleiman Shah went in to his brother's daughter and kissing her
head, said to her, 'Thou art my daughter and dearer to me than a child, for the love of thy father deceased; wherefore I am minded to marry thee to
one of my sons and appoint him my heir apparent, so he may be king after me. Look, then, which thou wilt have of my sons, for that thou hast been
reared with them and knowest them.' The damsel arose and kissing his hand, said to him, 'O my lord, I am thine handmaid and thou art the ruler
over me; so whatsoever pleaseth thee, do, for that thy wish is higher and more honourable and nobler [than mine] and if thou wouldst have me
serve thee, [as a handmaid], the rest of my life, it were liefer to me than any [husband].'.The king took his wife, the mother of his sons, and what he
might [of good] and saved himself and fled in the darkness of the night, unknowing whither he should go. When travel grew sore upon them, there
met them robbers by the way, who took all that was with them, [even to their clothes], so that there was left unto each of them but a shirt and
trousers; yea, they left them without victual or camels or [other] riding-cattle, and they ceased not to fare on afoot, till they came to a coppice, to
wit, a garden of trees, on the shore of the sea. Now the road which they would have followed was crossed by an arm of the sea, but it was scant of
water. So, when they came to that place, the king took up one of his children and fording the water with him, set him down on the other bank and
returned for his other son. Him also he set by his brother and returning for their mother, took her up and passing the water with her, came to the
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place [where he had left his children], but found them not. Then he looked at the midst of the island and saw there an old man and an old woman,
engaged in making themselves a hut of reeds. So he put down his wife over against them and set off in quest of his children, but none gave him
news of them and he went round about right and left, but found not the place where they were..? ? ? ? ? And when I long to look upon thy face, My
life is perished with desire straightway..Appointed Term, Of the, i. 147..On this wise they did three times, and every time [he climbed the tree] the
lover came up out of the underground place and bestrode her, whilst her husband looked on and she still said, 'O liar, seest thou aught?' 'Yes,' would
he answer and came down in haste, but saw no one and she said to him, 'By my life, look and say nought but the truth!' Then said he to her, 'Arise,
let us depart this place, (234) for it is full of Jinn and Marids.' [So they returned to their house] and passed the night [there] and the man arose in the
morning, assured that this was all but imagination and illusion. And so the lover accomplished his desire. (235) Nor, O king of the age," added the
vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the king and the tither.".Presently, El Abbas looked out of the window of the saloon and saw
thereby a house of goodly ordinance, lofty of building and abounding in chambers, with two upper stories; but therein was no sign of inhabitants.
So he said to the merchant, "Indeed, thou exceedest in doing us honour; but, by Allah, I will not eat of thy victual till thou tell me what is the reason
of the emptiness of yonder house." "O my lord," answered the other, "that was El Ghitrif's house and he was admitted to the mercy of God (79) and
left none other heir than myself; so it became mine, and by Allah, if thou hast a mind to sojourn in Baghdad, do thou take up thine abode in this
house, so thou mayst be in my neighbourhood; for that indeed my heart inclineth unto thee with love and I would have thee never absent from my
sight, so I may still have my fill of thee and hearken to thy speech." El Abbas thanked him and said to him, "Indeed, thou art friendly in thy speech
and exceedest [in courtesy] in thy discourse, and needs must I sojourn in Baghdad. As for the house, if it like thee, I will abide therein; so take of
me its price.".89. Firous and his Wife dclxxv.A certain wealthy merchant had a fair daughter, who was as the full moon, and when she attained the
age of fifteen, her father betook himself to an old man and spreading him a carpet in his sitting-chamber, gave him to eat and caroused with him.
Then said he to him, 'I desire to marry thee to my daughter.' The other excused himself, because of his poverty, and said to him, 'I am not worthy of
her nor am I a match for thee.' The merchant was instant with him, but he repeated his answer to him, saying, 'I will not consent to this till thou
acquaint me with the reason of thy desire for me. If I find it reasonable, I will fall in with thy wish; and if not, I will not do this ever.'.[When the
appointed day arrived], I arose and changing my clothes and favour, donned sailor's apparel; then I took with me a purse full of gold and buying
good [victual for the] morning-meal, accosted a boatman [at Deir et Tin] and sat down and ate with him; after which said I to him, "Wilt thou hire
me thy boat?" Quoth he, "The Commander of the Faithful hath commanded me to be here;" and he told me the story of the concubines and how the
Khalif purposed to drown them that day. When I heard this from him, I brought out to him half a score dinars and discovered to him my case,
whereupon quoth he to me, "O my brother, get thee empty calabashes, and when thy mistress cometh, give me to know of her and I will contrive
the trick.".Wife, The King and his Chamberlain's, ii. 53..There was once, in a province of Persia, a king of the kings, who was mighty of estate,
endowed with majesty and venerance and having troops and guards at his command; but he was childless. Towards the end of his life, his Lord
vouchsafed him a male child, and the boy grew up and was comely and learned all manner of knowledge. He made him a private place, to wit, a
lofty palace, builded with coloured marbles and [adorned with] jewels and paintings. When the prince entered the palace, he saw in its ceiling the
picture [of a woman], than whom he had never beheld a fairer of aspect, and she was compassed about with slave-girls; whereupon he fell down in
a swoon and became distraught for love of her. Then he sat under the picture, till, one day, his father came in to him and finding him wasted of
body and changed of colour, by reason of his [continual] looking on that picture, thought that he was ill and sent for the sages and physicians, that
they might medicine him. Moreover, he said to one of his boon- companions, 'If thou canst learn what aileth my son, thou shalt have of me
largesse.' So the courtier went in to the prince and spoke him fair and cajoled him, till he confessed to him that his malady was caused by the
picture. Then he returned to the king and told him what ailed his son, whereupon he transported the prince to another palace and made his former
lodging the guest-house; and whosoever of the Arabs was entertained therein, he questioned of the picture, but none could give him tidings
thereof..? ? ? ? ? Unto its pristine lustre your land returned and more, Whenas ye came, dispelling the gloom that whiles it wore..? ? ? ? ?
Mohammed, then, I do confess, God's chosen prophet is, And every man requited is for that which he doth say..So saying, he put his hand to his
poke and bringing out therefrom three hundred dinars, gave them to the merchant, who said in himself, "Except I take the money, he will not abide
in the house." So he pouched the money and sold him the house, taking the folk to witness against himself of the sale. Then he arose and set food
before El Abbas and they ate of the good things which he had provided; after which he brought him dessert and sweetmeats. They ate thereof till
they had enough, when the tables were removed and they washed their hands with rose-water and willow-flower-water. Then the merchant brought
El Abbas a napkin perfumed with the fragrant smoke of aloes-wood, on which he wiped his hand, (80) and said to him, "O my lord, the house is
become thy house; so bid thy servant transport thither the horses and arms and stuffs." El Abbas did this and the merchant rejoiced in his
neighbourhood and left him not night nor day, so that the prince said to him, "By Allah, I distract thee from thy livelihood." "God on thee, O my
lord," replied the merchant, "name not to me aught of this, or thou wilt break my heart, for the best of traffic is thy company and thou art the best of
livelihood." So there befell strait friendship between them and ceremony was laid aside from between them..? ? ? ? ? e. The Story of the Portress
xviii.When the princess heard this her slave-girl's report, she wept and lamented and was like to depart the world. Then she clave to her pillow and
said, "O Shefikeh, I will instruct thee of somewhat that is not hidden from God the Most High, and it is that thou watch over me till God the Most
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High decree the accomplishment of His commandment, and when my days are ended, take thou the necklace and the mantle that El Abbas gave me
and return them to him. Indeed, I deem not he will live after me, and if God the Most High decree against him and his days come to an end, do thou
give one charge to shroud us and bury us both in one grave.".Presently he came to the land of the Turks, (228) and he naked and hungry and having
with him nought but somewhat of jewels, bound about his fore-arm. So he went to the bazaar of the goldsmiths and calling one of the brokers, gave
him the jewels. The broker looked and seeing two great rubies, said to him, 'Follow me.' So he followed him, till he brought him to a goldsmith, to
whom he gave the jewels, saying, 'Buy these.' Quoth he, 'Whence hadst thou these?' And the broker replied, 'This youth is the owner of them.' Then
said the goldsmith to the prince, 'Whence hadst thou these rubies?' And he told him all that had befallen him and that he was a king's son. The
goldsmith marvelled at his story and bought of him the rubies for a thousand dinars..When Galen heard this, he ordered the weaver the amount of
his wife's dowry and bade him pay it to her and divorce her. Moreover, he forbade him from returning to the practice of physic and warned him
never again to take to wife a woman of better condition than himself; and he gave him his spending-money and bade him return to his [former]
craft. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary or rarer than the story of the two sharpers who cozened each his fellow.".30. Isaac of
Mosul's Story of Khedijeh and the Khalif Mamoun cclxxix.152. Ardeshir and Heyat en Nufous dccxu.? ? ? ? ? In her revolving scheme, to bitter
sweetness still Succeeds and things become straight, after crookedness..Then the girl went away, running, after her mistress, whereupon I left the
shop and set out after them, so I might see her abiding-place. I followed after them all the way, till she disappeared from mine eyes, when I
returned to my place, with a heart on fire. Some days after, she came to me again and bought stuffs of me. I refused to take the price and she said,
"We have no need of thy goods." Quoth I, "O my lady, accept them from me as a gift;" but she said, "[Wait] till I try thee and make proof of thee."
Then she brought out of her pocket a purse and gave me therefrom a thousand dinars, saying, "Trade with this till I return to thee." So I took the
purse and she went away [and returned not to me] till six months had passed by. Meanwhile, I traded with the money and sold and bought and
made other thousand dinars profit [on it]..Presently, the mother of the two boys, finding that they tarried from her, went searching for them, till she
came to the ship and fell to saying, 'Who hath seen two boys of mine? Their fashion is thus and thus and their age thus and thus.' When they heard
her words, they said, 'This is the description of the two boys who were drowned in the sea but now.' Their mother heard and fell to calling on them
and saying, 'Alas, my anguish for your loss, O my sons! Where was the eye of your father this day, that it might have seen you?' Then one of the
crew questioned her, saying, 'Whose wife art thou?' And she answered, 'I am the wife of such an one the merchant. I was on my way to him, and
there hath befallen me this calamity.' When the merchant heard her speech, he knew her and rising to his feet, rent his clothes and buffeted his head
and said to his wife, 'By Allah, I have destroyed my children with mine own hand! This is the end of whoso looketh not to the issues of affairs.'
Then he fell a-wailing and weeping over them, he and his wife, and he said, 'By Allah, I shall have no ease of my life, till I light upon news of
them!' And he betook himself to going round about the sea, in quest of them, but found them not..When Dabdin heard this, he burnt with rage and
said to one of his eunuchs, (115) 'Go and slay her in her chamber.' But the eunuch said to him, 'O king, may God prolong thy continuance! Indeed,
the killing of her may not be at this time; but do thou bid one of thine eunuchs take her up on a camel and carry her to one of the trackless deserts
and cast her down there; so, if she be at fault, God shall cause her to perish, and if she be innocent, He will deliver her, and the king shall be free
from sin against her, for that this damsel is dear to thee and thou slewest her father by reason of thy love for her.' Quoth the king, 'By Allah, thou
sayst sooth!' Then he bade one of his eunuchs carry her on a camel to one of the far-off deserts and there leave her and go away, and he forbade
[him] to prolong her torment. So he took her up and betaking himself with her to the desert, left her there without victual or water and returned,
whereupon she made for one of the [sand-]hills and ranging stones before her [in the form of a prayer-niche], stood praying..? ? ? ? ? From mine
own land, to visit thee, I came at love's command, For all the distance did forbid,'twixt me and thee that spread..98. Isaac of Mosul and the
Merchant ccccvii.So the thief entered, he and the husband; and when they were both in the chamber, she locked on them the door, which was a
stout one, and said to the thief, 'Out on thee, O fool! Thou hast fallen [into the trap] and now I have but to cry out and the officers of the police will
come and take thee and thou wilt lose thy life, O Satan!' Quoth he, 'Let me go forth;' and she said, 'Thou art a man and I am a woman; and in thy
hand is a knife and I am afraid of thee.' Quoth he, 'Take the knife from me.' So she took the knife from him and said to her husband, 'Art thou a
woman and he a man? Mar his nape with beating, even as he did with thee; and if he put out his hand to thee, I will cry out and the police will come
and take him and cut him in sunder.' So the husband said to him, 'O thousand-horned, (248) O dog, O traitor, I owe thee a deposit, (249) for which
thou dunnest me.' And he fell to beating him grievously with a stick of live-oak, whilst he called out to the woman for help and besought her of
deliverance; but she said, 'Abide in thy place till the morning, and thou shalt see wonders.' And her husband beat him within the chamber, till he
[well- nigh] made an end of him and he swooned away..28. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Barber-surgeon cclxxiii.62. Abdallah ben Maamer with
the Man of Bassora and his Slave-girl ccclxxxiii.Vizier's Daughters, The Two Kings and the, iii. 145,.Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba was moved to
exceeding delight and said, 'Well done, O queen of delight! None can avail to describe thee. Sing to us on the apple,' Quoth Tuhfeh, 'Hearkening
and obedience.' Then she improvised and sang the following verses:.?Story of the Prisoner and How God Gave Him Relief..? ? ? ? ? The raven of
parting croaks loud at our door; Alas, for our raven cleaves fast to us aye!.Assemble, ye people of passion, I pray, iii. 31..As time went on, the boy,
the son of the king, grew up and fell to stopping the way (99) with the thieves, and they used to carry him with them, whenas they went a-thieving.
They sallied forth one day upon a caravan in the land of Seistan, and there were in that caravan strong and valiant men and with them merchandise
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galore. Now they had heard that in that land were thieves; so they gathered themselves together and made ready their arms and sent out spies, who
returned and gave them news of the thieves. Accordingly, they prepared for battle, and when the robbers drew near the caravan, they fell in upon
them and they fought a sore battle. At last the folk of the caravan overmastered the thieves, by dint of numbers, and slew some of them, whilst the
others fled. Moreover they took the boy, the son of King Azadbekht, and seeing him as he were the moon, possessed of beauty and grace,
brightfaced and comely of fashion, questioned him, saying, "Who is thy father, and how camest thou with these thieves?" And he answered, saying,
"I am the son of the captain of the thieves." So they took him and carried him to the capital of his father King Azadbekht.Now the old woman had
heard from the folk of the lady who gave alms to the sick, and indeed [the news of] her bounties reached both poor and rich; so she arose and
bringing out Selim to the door of her house, laid him on a mat and wrapped him in a mantle and sat over against him. Presently, it befell that the
charitable lady passed by them, which when the old woman saw, she rose to her and offered up prayers for her, saying, 'O my daughter, O thou to
whom pertain goodness and beneficence and charity and almsdoing, know that this young man is a stranger, and indeed want and vermin and
hunger and nakedness and cold slay him.' When the lady heard this, she gave her alms of that which was with her; and indeed her heart inclined
unto Selim, [but she knew him not for her husband]..? ? ? ? ? Pardon of God for everything I crave, except thy love, For on the day of meeting Him,
that will my good deed be..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Eunuch Sewab (228) cccxxxiv.Now there was with him a youth and he said, "By Allah, I was
not with him and indeed it is six months since I entered the city, nor did I set eyes on the stuffs until they were brought hither." Quoth we, "Show
us the stuffs." So he carried us to a place wherein was a pit, beside the water-wheel, and digging there, brought out the stolen goods, with not a
stitch of them missing. So we took them and carried the keeper to the prefecture, where we stripped him and beat him with palm-rods till he
confessed to thefts galore. Now I did this by way of mockery against my comrades, and it succeeded.' (142).? ? ? ? ? So hath the Merciful towards
Hudheifeh driven you, A champion ruling over all, a lion of great might..Craft, Women's, ii. 287..Accordingly, the servant carried this message to
the lieutenant of police, who was standing at the assessor's door, and he said, "This is reasonable." Then said [the assessor] to the servant, "Harkye,
O eunuch! Go and fetch us such an one the notary;" for that he was his friend [and it was he whose name he had forged as the drawer-up of the
contract]. So the lieutenant of police sent after him and fetched him to the assessor, who, when he saw him, said to him, "Get thee to such an one,
her with whom thou marriedst me, and cry out upon her, and when she cometh to thee, demand of her the contract and take it from her and bring it
to us." And he signed to him, as who should say, "Bear me out in the lie and screen me, for that she is a strange woman and I am in fear of the
lieutenant of police who standeth at the door; and we beseech God the Most High to screen us and you from the trouble of this world. Amen.".So
the prefect carried him up to the Sultan and he said, "I have an advertisement for thee, O my lord." "What is thine advertisement?" asked the Sultan;
and the thief said, "I repent and will deliver into thy hand all who are evildoers; and whomsoever I bring not, I will stand in his stead." Quoth the
Sultan, "Give him a dress of honour and accept his profession of repentance." So he went down from the presence and returning to his comrades,
related to them that which had passed and they confessed his subtlety and gave him that which they had promised him. Then he took the rest of the
stolen goods and went up with them to the Sultan. When the latter saw him, he was magnified in his eyes and he commanded that nought should be
taken from him. Then, when he went down, [the Sultan's] attention was diverted from him, little by little, till the case was forgotten, and so he
saved the booty [for himself].' The folk marvelled at this and the fifteenth officer came forward and said, 'Know that among those who make a trade
of knavery are those whom God the Most High taketh on their own evidence against themselves.' 'How so?' asked they; and he said..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?
? Announcing the return o' th' absent ones,.? ? ? ? ? Alack, my grief! Thou wast, indeed, grown absent from my yiew, Yet art the apple of mine eye
nor couldst from me divide..When they came to themselves, they wept awhile and the folk assembled about them, marvelling at that which they
saw, and questioned them of their case. So the young men vied with each other who should be the first to discover the story to the folk; and when
the Magian saw this, he came up, crying out, 'Alas!' and 'Woe worth the day!' and said to them, 'Why have ye broken open my chest? I had in it
jewels and ye have stolen them, and this damsel is my slave-girl and she hath agreed with you upon a device to take the good.' Then he rent his
clothes and called aloud for succour, saying, 'I appeal to God and to the just king, so he may quit me of these wrong-doing youths!' Quoth they,
'This is our mother and thou stolest her.' Then words waxed many between them and the folk plunged into talk and prate and discussion concerning
their affair and that of the [pretended] slave-girl, and the strife waxed amain between them, so that [at last] they carried them up to the king..? ? ? ?
? p. The Idiot and the Sharper dccccv.When he had made an end of his verses, he folded the letter and delivering it to the nurse, charged her keep
the secret. So she took it and carrying it to Mariyeh, gave it to her. The princess broke it open and read it and apprehended its purport. Then said
she, "By Allah, O nurse, my heart is burdened with an exceeding chagrin, never knew I a dourer, because of this correspondence and of these
verses." And the muse made answer to her, saying, "O my lady, thou art in thy dwelling and thy place and thy heart is void of care; so return him an
answer and reck thou not" Accordingly, the princess called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.Meinsoun drank off his cup and
said to her, 'Well done, O perfect of attributes!' Then he signed to her and was absent awhile, after which he returned and with him a tray of jewels
worth an hundred thousand dinars, [which he gave to Tuhfeh]. So Kemeriyeh arose and bade her slave-girl open the closet behind her, wherein she
laid all that wealth. Then she delivered the key to Tuhfeh, saying, 'All that cometh to thee of riches, lay thou in this closet that is by thy side, and
after the festival, it shall be carried to thy palace on the heads of the Jinn.' Tuhfeh kissed her hand, and another king, by name Munir, took the cup
and filling it, said to her, 'O fair one, sing to me over my cup upon the jasmine.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and improvised the
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following verses:.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Officer's Story dccccxxxii.INDEX TO THE NAMES OF THE "TALES FROM THE ARABIC".Then I
arose and fared on a day and a night, till I came to the house of my master, who saw me pale and disfeatured for fear and hunger. He rejoiced in my
return and said to me, 'By Allah, thou hast made my heart ache on thine account; for I went and finding the tree torn up by the roots, doubted not
but the elephants had destroyed thee. Tell me then how it was with thee.' So I told him what had befallen me and he marvelled exceedingly and
rejoiced, saying, 'Knowst thou where this hill is?' 'Yes, O my lord,' answered I. So he took me up with him on an elephant and we rode till we came
to the elephants' burial-place..24. The Ten Viziers; or the History of King Azad- bekht and his Son ccccxxxv.? ? ? ? ? The dwellings, indeed, one
and all, I adorned, Bewildered and dazed with delight at your view;.Here Queen Es Shuhba bade them farewell and taking her troops, returned to
her palace, whilst the kings also went away to their abodes and the Sheikh Aboultawaif addressed himself to divert Tuhfeh till nightfall, when he
mounted her on the back of one of the Afrits and bade other thirty gather together all that she had gotten of treasure and raiment and jewels and
dresses of honour. [Then they flew off,] whilst Iblis went with her, and in less than the twinkling of an eye he set her down in her
sleeping-chamber. Then he and those who were with him took leave of her and went away. When Tuhfeh found herself in her own chamber and on
her couch, her reason fled for joy and it seemed to her as if she had never stirred thence. Then she took the lute and tuned it and touched it on
wondrous wise and improvised verses and sang..And when she had made an end of her song, she wept sore..He [seated himself on the divan and]
leant upon a cushion, whilst she put out her hand to her veil and did it off. Then she put off her heavy outer clothes and discovered her charms,
whereupon he embraced her and kissed her and swived her; after which they washed and returned to their place and he said to her, 'Know that I
have little knowledge [of what goes on] in my house, for that I trust to my servant; so arise thou and see what the boy hath made ready in the
kitchen.' Accordingly, she arose and going down into the kitchen, saw cooking pots over the fire, wherein were all manner of dainty meats, and
manchet-bread and fresh almond-and-honey cakes. So she set bread on a dish and ladled out [what she would] from the pots and brought it to
him..? ? ? ? ? By Allah, but that I trusted that I should meet you again, Your camel-leader to parting had summoned you in vain!.When Tuhfeh
heard this, she gave a great cry, that the folk heard her and Kemeriyeh said, 'Relief is at hand.' Then she looked out to them and called to them,
saying, 'O daughters of mine uncle, I am a lonely maid, an exile from folk and country. So, for the love of God the Most High, repeat that song!' So
Kemeriyeh repeated it and Tuhfeh swooned away. When she came to herself, she said to Jemreh, 'By the virtue of the Apostle of God (whom may
He bless and preserve!) except thou suffer me go down to them and look on them and sit with them awhile, [I swear] I will cast myself down from
this palace, for that I am weary of my life and know that I am slain without recourse; wherefore I will slay myself, ere thou pass sentence upon me.'
And she was instant with her in asking..She passed the night in his lodging and when she arose in the morning, she said to him, "O elder, may I not
lack thy kind offices for the morning-meal! Go to the money-changer and fetch me from him the like of yesterday's food." So he arose and betaking
himself to the money-changer, acquainted him with that which she had bidden him. The money-changer brought him all that she required and set it
on the heads of porters; and the old man took them and returned with them to Sitt el Milah. So she sat down with him and they ate their sufficiency,
after which he removed the rest of the food. Then she took the fruits and the flowers and setting them over against herself, wrought them into rings
and knots and letters, whilst the old man looked on at a thing whose like he had never in his life seen and rejoiced therein..?THE ELEVENTH
OFFICER'S STORY..Quoth En Numan, "What prompted thee to keep faith, the case being as thou sayest?" "O king," answered the Arab, "it was
my religion." And En Numan said, "What is thy religion?" "The Christian," replied the other. Quoth the king, "Expound it unto me." [So the Tai
expounded it to him] and En Numan became a Christian. (174).? ? ? ? ? At their appointed terms souls die; but for despair My soul is like to die, or
ere its term betide..? ? ? ? ? And when the sun of morning sees her visage and her smile, O'ercome. he hasteneth his face behind the clouds to
hide..? ? ? ? ? The absent ones' harbinger came us unto With tidings of those who (129) had caused us to rue..Presently, the king arose from the
wine-chamber and taking his wife by the hand, repaired with her to the chamber in which he slept. He opened the door and entering, saw the youth
lying on the bed, whereupon he turned to his wife and said to her, "What doth this youth here? This fellow cometh not hither but on thine account."
Quoth she, "I have no knowledge of him." With this, the youth awoke and seeing the king, sprang up and prostrated himself before him, and
Azadbekht said to him, "O vile of origin, (102) O lack-loyalty, what hath prompted thee to outrage my dwelling?" And he bade imprison him in
one place and the woman in another.."There was once a man of Khorassan and he had a son, whose improvement he ardently desired; but the
young man sought to be alone and to remove himself from his father's eye, so he might give himself up to pleasance and delight. So he sought of
his father [leave to make] the pilgrimage to the Holy House of God and to visit the tomb of the Prophet (whom God bless and keep!). Now between
them and Mecca was a journey of five hundred parasangs; but his father could not gainsay him, for that the law of God made this (178) incumbent
on him and because of that which he hoped for him of improvement [therefrom]. So he joined unto him a governor, in whom he trusted, and gave
him much money and took leave of him. The son set out on the holy pilgrimage (179) with the governor and abode on that wise, spending freely
and using not thrift..When the prince came before him, he sought of him his daughter in marriage, and the king said, 'Indeed, thou art her equal, but
none dare name a man to her, because of her aversion to men.' So the prince pitched his tents under the windows of the princess's palace, till one
day he got hold of one of her favourite slave-girls and gave her wealth galore. Quoth she to him, 'Hast thou a wish?' 'Yes,' answered he and
acquainted her with his case; and she said, 'Indeed thou puttest thyself in peril.' Then he abode, flattering himself with false hopes, till all that he
had with him was gone and the servants fled from him; whereupon quoth he to one in whom he trusted, 'I am minded to go to my country and fetch
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what may suffice me and return hither.' And the other answered, 'It is for thee to decide.' So they set out to return, but the way was long to them and
all that the prince had with him was spent and his company died and there abode but one with him, on whom he loaded what remained of the
victual and they left the rest and fared on. Then there came out a lion and ate the servant, and the prince abode alone. He went on, till his beast
stood still, whereupon he left her and fared on afoot till his feet swelled..Accordingly, the hangman took him and bringing out the knife, offered to
cut off his hand, what while El Muradi said to him, "Cut and sever the bone and sear (24) it not for him, so he may lose his blood and we be rid of
him." But Ahmed, he who had aforetime been the means of his deliverance, sprang up to him and said, "O folk, fear God in [your dealings with]
this youth, for that I know his affair from first to last and he is void of offence and guiltless. Moreover, he is of the folk of condition, (25) and
except ye desist from him, I will go up to the Commander of the Faithful and acquaint him with the case from first to last and that the youth is
guiltless of crime or offence." Quoth El Muradi, "Indeed, we are not assured from his mischief." And Ahmed answered, "Release him and commit
him to me and I will warrant you against his affair, for ye shall never see him again after this." So they delivered Noureddin to him and he took him
from their hands and said to him, "O youth, have compassion on thyself, for indeed thou hast fallen into the hands of these folk twice and if they
lay hold of thee a third time, they will make an end of thee; and [in dealing thus with thee], I aim at reward and recompense for thee (26) and
answered prayer." (27).All this while Meimoun's eye was upon her and presently he said to her, 'Harkye, Tuhfeh! Sing to me.' But Queen Zelzeleh
cried out at him and said, 'Desist, O Meimoun. Thou sufferest not Tuhfeh to pay heed unto us.' Quoth he, 'I will have her sing to me.' And words
waxed between them and Queen Zelzeleh cried out at him. Then she shook and became like unto the Jinn and taking in her hand a mace of stone,
said to him, 'Out on thee! What art thou that thou shouldst bespeak us thus? By Allah, but for the king's worship and my fear of troubling the
session and the festival and the mind of the Sheikh Iblis, I would assuredly beat the folly out of thy head!' When Meimoun heard these her words,
he rose, with the fire issuing from his eyes, and said, 'O daughter of Imlac, what art thou that thou shouldst outrage me with the like of this talk?'
'Out on thee, O dog of the Jinn,' replied she, 'knowest thou not thy place?' So saying, she ran at him and offered to strike him with the mace, but the
Sheikh Iblis arose and casting his turban on the ground, said, 'Out on thee, O Meimoun! Thou still dost with us on this wise. Wheresoever thou art
present, thou troubleth our life! Canst thou not hold thy peace till thou goest forth of the festival and this bride-feast (222) be accomplished? When
the circumcision is at an end and ye all return to your dwelling-places, then do as thou wilt. Out on thee, O Meimoun! Knowest thou not that Imlac
is of the chiefs of the Jinn? But for my worship, thou shouldst have seen what would have betided thee of humiliation and punishment; but by
reason of the festival none may speak. Indeed thou exceedest: knowest thou not that her sister Wekhimeh is doughtier than any of the Jinn? Learn
to know thyself: hast thou no regard for thy life?'.The folk took compassion on him and gave him to eat and drink and he abode with them awhile.
Then he questioned them of the way that led to the kingdom of his uncle Belehwan, but told them not that he was his uncle. So they taught him the
way and he ceased not to go barefoot, till he drew near his uncle's capital, and he naked and hungry, and indeed his body was wasted and his colour
changed. He sat down at the gate of the city, and presently up came a company of King Belehwan's chief officers, who were out a-hunting and
wished to water their horses. So they lighted down to rest and the youth accosted them, saying, 'I will ask you of somewhat, wherewith do ye
acquaint me.' Quoth they, 'Ask what thou wilt.' And he said, 'Is King Belehwan well?' They laughed at him and answered, 'What a fool art thou, O
youth! Thou art a stranger and a beggar, and what concern hast thou with the king's health?' Quoth he, 'Indeed, he is my uncle;' whereat they
marvelled and said, 'It was one question (135) and now it is become two.' Then said they to him, 'O youth, it is as thou wert mad. Whence
pretendest thou to kinship with the king? Indeed, we know not that he hath aught of kinsfolk, except a brother's son, who was prisoned with him,
and he despatched him to wage war upon the infidels, so that they slew him.' 'I am he,' answered Melik Shah, 'and they slew me not, but there
betided me this and that.'.Therewith Wekhimeh was moved to exceeding delight and drinking off the cup, ordered her twenty dresses of Greek
brocade and a tray, wherein were thirty thousand dinars. Then she gave the cup to Queen Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, who took it and said,
'O my lady Tuhfeh, sing to me on the gillyflower.' Quoth she 'Hearkening and obedience,' and improvised the following verses:.Thou that wast
absent from my stead, yet still with me didst bide, iii. 46..Now the king had a brother, who envied him and would fain have been in his place; and
when he was weary of looking for his death and the term of his life seemed distant unto him, he took counsel with certain of his partisans and they
said, 'The vizier is the king's counsellor and but for him, there would be left the king no kingdom.' So the king's brother cast about for the ruin of
the vizier, but could find no means of accomplishing his design; and when the affair grew long upon him, he said to his wife, 'What deemest thou
will advantage us in this?' Quoth she, 'What is it?' And he replied, 'I mean in the matter of yonder vizier, who inciteth my brother to devoutness
with all his might and biddeth him thereto, and indeed the king is infatuated with his counsel and committeth to him the governance of all things
and matters.' Quoth she, 'Thou sayst truly; but how shall we do with him?' And he answered, 'I have a device, so thou wilt help me in that which I
shall say to thee.' Quoth she, 'Thou shall have my help in whatsoever thou desirest.' And he said, 'I mean to dig him a pit in the vestibule and
dissemble it artfully.'.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? la. The Disciple's Story dcccci.To return to his sister Selma. She awaited him till the last of the day, but he
came not; and she awaited him a second day and a third and a fourth, yet there came no news of him, wherefore she wept and beat with her hands
on her breast and bethought her of her affair and her strangerhood and her brother's absence; and she recited the following verses:.As for me, I
stood, with my head bowed to the earth, forgetting both Institutes and Canons, (99) abode sunk in thought, saying, "How came I to be the dupe of
yonder worthless baggage?" Then said the Amir to me, "What aileth thee that thou answerest not?" And I answered, saying, "O my lord, it is a
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custom among the folk that he who hath a payment to make at a certain date is allowed three days' grace; [so do thou have patience with me so
long,] and if, [by the end of that time,] the culprit be not found, I will be answerable for that which is lost." When the folk heard my speech, they all
deemed it reasonable and the Master of Police turned to the Cadi and swore to him that he would do his utmost endeavour to recover the stolen
money and that it should be restored to him. So he went away, whilst I mounted forthright and fell to going round about the world without purpose,
and indeed I was become under the dominion of a woman without worth or honour; and I went round about on this wise all that my day and night,
but happened not upon tidings of her; and thus I did on the morrow..57. Abou Nuwas with the Three Boys and the Khalif Haroun er Reshid dcxlv.?
? ? ? ? 'Twas not of wine that I had drunk; her mouth's sweet honeyed dews It was intoxicated me with bliss and ravishment..? ? ? ? ? And left me
all forlorn, to pine for languishment,.My secret is disclosed, the which I strove to hide, iii. 89..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. Story of King Sindbad and his
Falcon v.When the company heard this story, they marvelled thereat with the utmost wonderment. Then the fifth officer, who was the lieutenant of
the bench, (113) came forward and said, '[This is] no wonder and there befell me that which is rarer and more extraordinary than this..El Abbas
from Akil his stead is come again, iii. 108..?Story of Ilan Shah and Abou Teman..? ? ? ? ? a. The Cat and the Mouse dccoc.Ishac entered, he and his
company, and seating themselves in the place of honour, amused themselves by looking on the slave-girls and mamelukes and watching how they
were sold, till the sale came to an end, when some of the folk went away and other some sat. Then said the slave-dealer, 'Let none sit with us except
him who buyeth by the thousand [dinars] and upwards.' So those who were present withdrew and there remained none but Er Reshid and his
company; whereupon the slave-dealer called the damsel, after he had caused set her a chair of fawwak, (170) furnished with Greek brocade, and it
was as she were the sun shining in the clear sky. When she entered, she saluted and sitting down, took the lute and smote upon it, after she had
touched its strings and tuned it, so that all present were amazed. Then she sang thereto the following verses:.A Damsel made for love and decked
with subtle grace, iii. 192..? ? ? ? ? I swear by his life, yea, I swear by the life of my love without peer, To please him or save him from hurt, I'd
enter the fire without fear!.? ? ? ? ? O breeze of heaven, from me a charge I prithee take And do not thou betray the troth of my despair;.Then the
prince rose to him and embraced him and kissed him and entreated him with honour. Moreover, he seated him in a chair and bestowed on him a
dress of honour; and he turned to his father and said to him, 'This is the king who pardoned me and this is his ear that I cut off with an arrow; and
indeed he deserveth pardon from me, for that he pardoned me.' Then said he to Bihkerd, 'Verily, the issue of clemency hath been a provision for
thee [in thine hour of need].' And they entreated him with the utmost kindness and sent him back to his own country in all honour and worship
Know, then, O King," continued the youth, "that there is no goodlier thing than clemency and that all thou dost thereof, thou shalt find before thee,
a treasure laid up for thee.".Now the king was seated at the lattice, hearkening to their talk, and Abou Sabir's words angered him; so he bade bring
him before him and they brought him forthright. Now there was in the king's palace an underground dungeon and therein a vast deep pit, into which
the king caused cast Abou Sabir, saying to him, 'O lackwit, now shall we see how thou wilt come forth of the pit to the throne of the kingdom.'
Then he used to come and stand at the mouth of the pit and say, 'O lackwit, O Abou Sabir, I see thee not come forth of the pit and sit down on the
king's throne!' And he assigned him each day two cakes of bread, whilst Abou Sabir held his peace and spoke not, but bore with patience that
which betided him..? ? ? ? ? By Him whom I worship, indeed, I swear, O thou that mine eye dost fill, By Him in whose honour the pilgrims throng
and fare to Arafat's hill,.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of the Barber's Fourth Brother clii.When it was eventide, the king summoned the vizier and
sought of him the story of the King and the Tither, and he said, "Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? c. The Fishes and the Crab dcxi.? ? ? ? ? b. The
Enchanted Youth xxi.63. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh ccclxxxiii.INTRODUCTION.--Story of King Shehriyar and his Brother..? ? ? ? ? None,
by Allah, 'mongst all creatures, none I love save thee alone! Yea, for I am grown thy bondman, by the troth betwixt us plight..FIROUZ AND HIS
WIFE (175).? ? ? ? ? a. The First Calender's Story xi
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