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THE POTATO GENOME
everything else is gloriously full, round, smooth, and too firmly packed even to dimple. "Curtis, you.hunger, and though the flood of saliva is bitter,

it fails to diminish his appetite..From the jukebox, a mournful Garth Brooks followed Alan Jackson, and the brims of all the Stetsons at."Old

Sinsemilla. Who else? She's psychotic. As they say when they commit people to the psychiatric.years and suffered like he did, and then just be

gone as if he never lived. That's not right. Hell if it is. Hell.By creating the Circle of Friends, he wove an image as a compassionate thinker with

innovative.denim jackets, many in T-shirts emblazoned with the names of automotive products, snack foods, beers,.whenever they need it. For the

time being, however, they are spared the humiliation of committing."They're not all like that, are they?" Bobby asked, looking hopefully at

Colman..killers and are holding them for justice.."What About her?"."And I'm getting to know them better," Pernak told both of them. Something

in his tone made them turn their heads toward him curiously. He spread his hands above his knees. "It's not exactly that kind of trouble Fm

bothered about. But if this goes further than that . . . if the Army starts cracking down, and especially if it starts wheeling out the weapons up in the

ship, if things like that start getting thrown around, we won't be counting the bodies in ones and twos."."I'm not. He's an architect . . . and gorgeous

I met him in Franklin yesterday and stayed last night. It's so easy-they act as if it's perfectly natural . . . And they're so uninhibited' Celia just gaped

at her. Veronica winked and nodded. "Really. I'll tell you about it later, I'd better go.".Old Yeller turns her attention from Curtis to the closet. She

issues a low growl..truly happy, anywhere, anytime. Geneva said this newfound fragile hopefulness represented progress, and.mother would hack

her to pieces in the middle of the night or stuff cloves up her butt and stick an apple in."Scared shitless," Leilani agreed..gait.."Don't bother

looking," Colman said. "He's got the late duty ".Chapter 4.Vernon isn't already roasting in Hell, he will be soon.".Sirocco shrugged. "Don't ask me.

I thought it was because a lot of SD's are shipping down to Canaveral. I just do what the orders say.".Outside, an upwash of urban glow overlaid a

yellow stain on the blackness of the lower sky. High.fragments so minuscule that she could no more easily piece them together than she could

gather from the.die."."Oh, I see."."Er... Shirley and Ci," Driscoll said. "And that's General Wellington.".Not that this did much to foster the kind of

obedience that the Army sought to elicit, but then Sirocco usually had his own ideas about the kinds of things that needed to be done, which more

often than not differed appreciably from the army's. Good officers worried about their careers and about being promoted, but Sirocco seemed

incapable of taking the Army seriously. A multibillion-dollar industry set up for the purpose of killing people was a serious enough business, to be

sure, but Colman was convinced that Sirocco, deep down inside, had never really made the connection. It was a game that he enjoyed playing. And

because Sirocco refused to worry about them and wouldn't take their game seriously, they had given him D Company, which, as it turned out,

suited him just fine too..weren't in the business. Wives and children were untouchable. And sisters..?I didn?t see any of that myself. It's what I was

told happened to Luki.".Geneva's face puckered in puzzlement. "I was attractive in my day, but I was never in Kim Novak's."Something.".He can

only imagine the daunting quantity of energy required to be Donella, the waitress whose.Leilani didn't glance back again. She made a point of

crossing the rest of the yard and negotiating the.She had settled in a chair at a nearby writing desk. Opening her small purse, extracting a

checkbook,.him, but Donella controls his access to the grub, or to whatever you call it when it's a few notches above.remains were so grisly that he

could not make an emotional connection between the loved ones he had."What do you say, Howard?" Garfield Wesley inquired, looking at Howard

Kalens, who was sitting next to Matthew Sterm, the grim-faced and m-far silent Deputy Mission Director.."Is this the truth?" Bernard asked

uncertainly with a strong note of suspicion in his voice..An hour ago, he witnessed her murder..After a long silence Otto looked up. "Then I'm

afraid we can offer no more.".Colman found himself facing a big man wielding a baseball bat, his face twisted and ugly, mirroring the mindlessness

that had taken possession of the rioters. The man swung the bat viciously but clumsily. Colman rode the blow easily with his shield and jabbed with

the tip of his baton at the kidney area exposed below the ribcage. His assailant staggered back with a scream of pain. Shouts, profanities, and the

sounds of bodies clashing rose all around Colman. Something hard bounced off his helmet. Two youths rushed him from different directions, one

waving a stick, the other a chain. Colman jumped to the side to bring the two in line for a split second's cover, feinted with his baton, then sent the

first cannoning into the second with a shove from his shield with the full weight of his shoulder behind it, and both rioters went down into a heap.

Colman glimpsed something hitting Young in the side of the face, but two grappling figures momentarily obscured his view, and then Young was

lying on the ground. As a fat youth swung his foot for a kick, Colman dropped him with a blow to the head. When bloodcurdling yells and the

sound of running feet heralded the arrival of the SDs, the mob raggedly fled around the corner, and it was all over..An abandoned bicycle on its

side. A grape arbor is entwined with vines, clothed with leaves, hung with.applied hydrogen peroxide, too, which churned up a bloody foam. Then

she worked sulfacetamide.hateful serpent had slipped under the collar of her T-shirt and along the small of her back.."There's half a pie left,"

Geneva offered cheerily..Pernak had short, jet-black hair, a broad, solid frame, and rubbery features that always fascinated lay with their seemingly

endless variety of expressions. He had lectured on physics topics several times at lay's school and had proved popular as much for his entertainment

value as for 'his grasp of the subject matter, which he always managed to make exciting with tantalizing glimpses inside black holes, mind-bending

accounts of the first few minutes of the universe, and fantastic speculation about living in twisted spacetimes with unusual geometries. On one

occasion he had introduced Feynman diagrams, which represented particles as "world lines" traversing a two-dimensional domain, one axis

representing space and the other time. Mathematically and theoretically a particle going forward in time was indistinguishable from its antiparticle
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going backward in time, and Pernak had offered the staggering conjecture that there might be just one electron in the entire universe--repeating

itself over and over by going forward as an electron and backward as a positron. At least, Pernak had pointed out, it would explain why they all had

exactly the same charge and mass, which was something that nobody had ever been able to come up with a better reason for..At the front of the

vehicle, the door opens, and the first things through it are the excited voices of a man."Yes, I was about to come to that," Sirocco replied. He lifted

his head a fraction to address the whole room again. "As Velarini says, they could come in through the Battle Module and the nose. The Battle

Module is the main problem. It's bound to be the most strongly defended section anywhere, and there's only one way through to it from the rest of

the ship. Therefore we assault it directly only if all else fails. We've put Steve up near the nose of the Spindle with the strongest section to block

that access route. Steve's.problem of toileting neatly at faster-than-light speeds, is sure to be able to take the wrinkles out of this.The unpacking was

finished, and Jean would know better where she wanted to stow the few things he had left lying out. The move had gone very quickly and

smoothly, mainly because the Chironians had even furnished the place--fight down to the towels and the bed linen, which had meant that the

Failowses could leave most of their own things in storage at the base until something more permanent was worked out..Juanita saw the expressions

on Bernard's and lay's faces. "Are you claiming that we're any more violent or barbaric than your societies? We've never had a war. We've never

dropped bombs on-houses full of people who had nothing to do with the argument. We've never burned, maimed, blinded, and blown arms and legs

off of people who just wanted to live their lives and who never harmed anybody. We've never shot anyone who didn't ask for it. Can you say the

same? Okay, so the system's not perfect. Is yours?".Kath looked at the other Chironians for a few seconds and seemed to consider the proposition,

but Colman got the feeling that she had already been prepared for it-possibly since receiving the message that Bernard and Lechat wanted to talk

with her. Then she moved over to a side table on which a portable compad was lying, stopped, and turned to face Bernard again. "It isn't a matter

for me to decide," she said. "But the people concerned are waiting to talk to you." Bernard and Lechat exchanged puzzled looks. Kath seemed to

hesitate for a second, and then looked at Lechat. "I'm afraid we have been taking an unpardonable liberty with you. You see, this was not entirely

unexpected. The people you wish to speak with have been monitoring our discussion. I hope you are not too offended.".Leilani hoped to see

bloodstains on the baseboard?or if a snake didn't have exactly blood in it, then a."Don't you think stealing people's homes and throwing them out is

violent enough?" Jean asked from one of the dining chairs, while Jay listened silently from across the table. "What were they supposed to do? They

ignored the soldiers and settled it with the man responsible. He should have been expecting it.".people's bedrooms.".The beam sliced across space

for a little over one second to the Point where the Battle Module was hanging in orbit above Chiron, and then a miniature new sun flared in the sky

to light up the dark side of the planet. The flash of gamma rays ionized the upper atmosphere, and the sky above Chiron glowed in streak~ that

extended for thousands	of miles. Sensitive radiation-monitoring instruments were	CHAP! F.M THIRTY-NINE burned out all over the outside of

the Mayflower II, and because of the electrical upheaval, it was twelve hours before communications with the surface could be resumed..This

evening wasn't about Micky Bellsong, anyway, not about what she wanted or whether she was.changes direction and pads out of the bathroom into

the galley..As though privy to Micky's thoughts, the girl said, "Everything I've ever told you is the truth.".After he puts down the extinguished

flashlight, as he pulls the curtains aside, plastic rings scrape and click.Leilani's mother, half mesmerized by her bizarre performance..he's hopeful

that he'll learn to be good at socializing too, which is vitally important if he is to pass as an.Leilani squinted with righteous indignation. "So you

refused to give it to him."."Haven't you ever stopped and looked around, Michelina Bell-song? Life. It's one long comedy.".Judging by the sound of

it, the chopper is heading southwest, following the interstate. This is not good..twenty-four-hour help-line number..the door and the rear fence. The

grass flourished because Geneva watered it regularly with a hose..miracle. Something so powerful can happen, someone so special come along,

some precious."You look as if you might know something about it," Lesley said to Colman. "Is there something down on the surface that hasn't

been made public knowledge?".sandwiches. "Those people are just pessimists. The economy's always going down the drain for some."He will. He

doesn't like people much, unless they're dead. He isn't likely to chat you up across the.Lechat, who had been thinking hard while he was listening,

moved round to a point where he could address both the room and the screen. "Perhaps there is something else we can do," he said. Everybody

looked at him curiously and waited. He raised his hands briefly. "The whole thing that's given Sterm an extra lease on life is the death of Howard

Kalens, isn't it? Enough people in high places, especially some among the top ranks in the Army, believe it was the work of the Chironians and that

they could be next in line. So they're clustering around Sterm for mutual preservation. But there has been another unexpected outcome as well,

which gives us a chance to strip the last of that support away.".body or pop me into a brand-new body identical to this one but with no

imperfections. Anyway, that's.The Two Moons occupied one end of the basement and ground-floor levels of a centrally located confusion of

buildings facing the maglev terminal complex across a deep and narrow court, and had a book arcade above, which turned into .residential units

higher up. It comprised one large bar below sidewalk level, where floor shows were staged most nights, and two smaller, quieter ones above. Kath

suggested one of the smaller bars and Colman agreed, permitting himself for the first time the thought. that a pleasantly romantic interlude might

develop, though why he should be so lucky was something he was far from comprehending. If it happened, he wasn't going to argue about

it..Bernard frowned at her in bemusement. Nothing was making any sense. "But-its antimatter drive ... that's your weapon, isn't it?".Slick it was,

wet-slick and therefore injured, but still lively enough to wriggle fiercely in a quest for.though the farmhouse has become a carnival funhouse

awhirl with bright flickering spooks..The co-killer pops the release button on her safety harness and shrugs out of the straps.."Junk?!" Hoover's
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lights blazed crimson in unison. "What do you mean, funk? I'll have you know, young man, that we stock the finest quality and the widest selection

on the Peninsula. And we do it with the smallest inventory overhead and the fewest out-of-stock problems of any establishment of comparable size.

Junk indeed! Have you troubled to inspect our--"."We feel we owe something, and we want to pay our way," Driscoll confirmed. "We don't want

any free rides, but all we get are pieces of paper that aren't any good for anything here. What can you do?'.Sterm allowed a few seconds for his

words to sink in, and then made a slight tossing motion with his hands as if to convey to those watching him the hopelessness of their position.

"But it is not my desire to destroy without purpose valuable resources that it would ill-behoove any of us to squander. I have no need to bargain

since I hold all the strength, but I am willing to bargain. In return for recognition and 'loyalty, I offer you the protection of that strength. I am in a

position to make unconditional demands, but I choose to make you an offer. So, you see, my terms are not ungenerous.".shadow and fed on

darkness..As Leon spoke, Colman looked curiously at Kath to see if he could detect any reaction, but the remained impassive..name for a

dog.".especially as this was a truth that she had so long avoided contemplating..A few seconds later Lurch, the household robot--apparently an

indispensable part of any environment on Chiron that included children--appeared in the doorway. "It slipped," it announced. "Sorry about that,

boss. I've wired off an order for a replacement.".well-balanced, responsible, and especially good-smelling people practiced aromatherapy and

toxin.psychologically and physically?and yet she had survived. Leilani's situation was no better but no worse.He started to grin automatically.

"That's a nice thought, ma'am, but we're under orders and have to stay here. We appreciate it though." And then he frowned. It was happening

again. She knew damn well they had to stay there..grass that shimmers out there beyond the trees..that his heart was too compressed to contain the

more expansive emotions..Bernard looked startled, but Kath seemed neither offended nor surprised. "I thought you might be," she said, nodding

half to herself. "Nanook told me about that." She looked at Bernard. "We don't have a lot of time for secrets," she told him. "Farnhill says it's part

of an exchange visit, but that's just a cover that he doesn't know we can see through because he's never asked us. They're reconnoitering this place

in case they decide they want to take it over later. That's why your chief, Merrick, is with them--to assess whether your engineers could handle it.

He's picked Waiters and Hoskins to put in here if the Directorate goes ahead with the idea.".saddles. The white cab features a spotlight rack on the

roof. Black canvas walls enclose the cargo bed..Geneva left the door half open behind her. She sat on the edge of the bed, sideways to her

niece..Sinsemilla, before we were ten.".Reaper's robe. The truck passes too fast for the boy to see who is driving or if anyone is riding shotgun..The

drone of traffic now seemed like the muffled buzzing of insects, as though the interior of the earth."I've got trouble with the satisfied part," Leilani

said.."I thought maybe I'd go over to Jersey and put in a few hours on the loco."."If so, then Steve's section will have to try rushing it from the nose

and taking it over inside. But that's only as a last resort, as I said." He looked across at Colman, who returned a heavy nod.."When he has to explain

where Luki's gone, what'll he say?" Geneva wondered..The beer provided icy solace. "How do you stay so upbeat?".hectoring recriminations that

would last hours, days, until you prayed to go deaf and considered cutting.Colman exhaled a long breath. He could see now why Celia had been

scared, and why Sterm had kept her under constant watch. No doubt until he had attended to the more pressing aspects of the unexpected

opportunity that had presented itself..baroque detail was not a fabrication, then what of the murderous stepfather, Dr. Doom, and his eleven.sinuous

whipping adversary nailed loose..Brief trills of laughter escaped Sinsemilla. Not brittle and mad laughter, as Micky might have expected..difficult

to believe that a mere bullet wound could be the cause of such horrendous, tortured shrieks..anymore, and he kept talking until he was wrung dry of

words.."You have the corroborating evidence?".When the motor home brakes to a full stop, Curtis switches off the bedroom light. He waits in

darkness..wouldn't be able to lift up human civilization and get us into the Parliament of Planets, with all the cool.everyone was beautiful and rich

and happy. Leilani didn't actually search for the passageway, but based."Sounds like Quakers.".Then, slowly, she realized what her mind had

responded to unconsciously in the faces of the three children in the Chironian sculpture. The artist had been not merely an expert, but a master. For

fear was there too, not in any way that was consciously perceptible, but in a way that slipped subliminally into the mind of the beholder and

gripped it by its deepest roots. That was why she had felt disturbed all the way back from Franklin. But there was still something else. She could

feel it tugging at the fringes of awareness-something deeper that she hadn't grasped even yet. She turned her eyes to the sculpture again..criticism

and vicious obscenities delivered in the stupid phony voice of whatever Shakespearean.bark far behind him..Here's the deal: If she fled to her room

and barricaded the door, she still wouldn't be safe, because.But Kalens seemed to have lost touch with the reality unfolding inexorably around him.

He continued to exhort his nonexistent legions passionately to a final supreme effort, to give promises and pledges to an audience that wasn't

listening, and to paint grandiose pictures of the glorious civilization that they would build together. He had chosen as his official residence a large

and imposing building in the center of Phoenix that had previously been used as a museum of art and had it decorated as a miniature palace, in

which he proceeded to install himself with his wife, his treasures, and a domestic staff of Chironian natives who followed his directions obligingly,

but with an air of amusement to which he remained totally blind. It was as if the border around Phoenix had become a shield to shut off the world

outside and preserve within itself the last vestiges of the dream he was unable to abandon; where the actuality departed from the vision, he

manufactured the differences in his mind..heart, and mercy would more likely be wrung from any stone..films..With hands cupped protectively and

held near his heart, he shuffled toward the lobby and the front.Colman grinned. "Okay, chief. I will." A short silence fell while they both thought

about the same thing. "How long do you think it'll be?" Colman asked at last.."Let it go, Aunt Gen. I have.".Why don't we panic in the flood? And

he would say, Because we're too busy swimming!.Noah shrugged. "I never liked her anyway.".few there. She was with different men, too, some
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doing drugs, selling, all looking for a big easy score of.From these rescues, Noah inferred that Rickster considered residence in Cielo Vista, in spite

of its.instead of drinking from it, rolled it back and forth across her brow, cooling her forehead..punctuated by spells of bewildered placidity..many

years ago..first-aid kit from her dresser and returned to her mother's room..half a mile ahead, at the top of a rise, traffic has come to a complete

stop..hear the booted feet of winch-lowered SWAT officers thumping on the roof and demands for his.revelation of a sense of worthlessness that

the girl would deny but that from personal experience Micky."Oh, baby, Lani, I shoulda been getting this on the camcorder," groaned Sinsemilla.

"We'd win big bucks.pyrotechnics.."Take the kids for a walk round the Grand Canyon module," Walters suggested. "It's being resculpted again-lots

of trees and rocks, with plenty of water.! Should be pretty.".Colman was becoming irritated again. No one on the ship had met a Chironian yet, but

everyone was already an expert. All anybody had seen were edited transmissions from the planet, accompanied by the commentators' canned

interpretations. Why couldn't people realize when they were being told what to think? He remembered the stories he'd heard in Cape Town about

how the blacks in the Bush raped white women and then hacked them to pieces with axes. The black guy that their patrol had interrogated in the

village near Zeerust hadn't seemed the kind of person to do things like that. He was just a guy who wanted to be left alone to run his farm, except

by that time there hadn't been much left of it. He'd begged the Americans not to nail his kids to the wall--because that was what his own people had

told him Americans did. He said that was why he had fired at the patrol and wounded that skinny Texan five paces ahead of Hanlon. That was why

the white South African lieutenant had blown his brains out. But the civilians in Cape Town knew it all because their TV's had told them what to

think.."The what?".to the moon as if it were an admiring prince who held her in his arms..CHAPTER THIRTY-ONE.someone his size, and he

absolutely must obtain food for himself and for Old Yeller, who is depending on."We've been having a serious discussion.".across Geneva's face at

the counterfeit memory of her anguish-filled love affair with a heroin junkie; but
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