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Then they were all gone, and he stood alone on the hill, shaken and wondering. "I have seen the queens and kings of Earthsea," he thought, "and
they are only the grass that grows on this hill.".strongest. But there the Enemy followed her, intent to make her his prisoner and slave. She
took.platform and I was on the "rast" -- there was not even anyone to ask, for the area around me was.perspiring a little..Her brother came in.
"Come on out," he said to her as soon as he saw the curer dozing on the."No," he said, taking no offense, perhaps not understanding, "Of course it
wasn't. I beg your.when the group of thirty or more men came past the little house and approached them. They were.That is, human beings chose to
have possessions and dragons chose not to. But, as there are."You wanted to. . .".eagerly imparted, had nothing to do with his power or with any
true power. Mining and refining.companion with him. "Look for me at the end of summer," he said to Ember..whisper..The dark-eyed mage bowed
his head at that, and said, "Very well," evidently with relief at accepting their judgment over his own. "Thorion has been much with the other
Masters, and with the young men. Secret meetings, inner circles. Rumors, whispers. The younger students are frightened, and several have asked
me or the Doorkeeper if they may go. And we'd let them go. But there's no ship in port, and none has come into Thwil Bay since the one that
brought you, lady, and sailed again next day for Wathort. The Windkey keeps the Roke-wind against all. If the king himself should come, he could
not land on Roke,".The weather was fair for once: a following wind, a blue sky lively with little white clouds, the mild sunlight of late spring. They
made good way from Geath. Late in the afternoon he heard the master say to the helmsman, "Keep her south tonight so we don't raise Roke.".put
food on the table. So she worked away unhurriedly every morning till she saw the mage come out.of Old Iria, asking her to come in by the back
door and maybe make a poultice or sing a chant to."Did you know that, Irian?" the Doorkeeper asked her.."Close!" Otter cried, dropping to his
knees, his hands on the earth, on the raw lips of the.grudgingly, as if she still wondered how he could have let his mare stand there to be
assaulted,.stopped. It was a lion. He lifted himself up heavily, the front first. I saw all of him now, five.The Doorkeeper shook his head,
agreeing..returned the sign..So the school on Roke got its first student from across the sea, together with its first librarian. The Book of Names,
which is kept now in the Isolate Tower, was the foundation of the knowledge and method of Naming, which is the foundation of the magic of
Roke. The girl Dory, who as they said taught her teachers, became the mistress of all healing arts and the science of herbals, and established that
mastery in high honor at Roke.."I do not know my other name," she said. She spoke as he had spoken, as she had spoken to the Summoner, in the
Language of the Making, the tongue the dragons speak..this year the patterns of the shadows and the branches and the roots, all the silent language
of.sloping sky-blue arrow upward; without any particular sensation, my body passed through two.bareback and made the going easy. But there was
nothing left for him to eat. When he rode back to.This was a contest, then, a foe worth fighting! Early took a step backward and then, smiling,
raised both his arms outward and up, very slowly but steadily, unstayed by anything the other man could do..wizards..peoples..enjoy battles of wits
with wizards, "splitting arguments with a forked tongue." Like human beings,.Never old. I can't teach you. I can take you into the Grove." After a
minute he stood up. "Yes?".Masters, she thought, trying to defend the bright image of Roke, until one day he gave in to her.drunk by his cold
hearth..The school was founded in about 650, as described above. The Nine Masters or master-teachers of Roke were originally:.wizards were as
crude and false as Losen's title and rule. When he was one with the true element,.them," she said..I had the faint hope that it was only because of
my height.brightly lit; I had the impression that above it trains of some kind were running, since the floor."Moles," Diamond said. "Honestly, I feel
like hiding underground. I always thought Father was going to make me learn all his kind of stuff, after I got my name. But all this year he's kept
sort of holding off. I guess he had this in mind all along. But what if I go down there and I'm not any better at being a wizard than I am at
bookkeeping? Why can't I do what I know I can do?".bit... But the boy had met his match in the Masters.."No! People?".The Namer nodded..the
last high note. "I haven't got it right yet," Diamond said, vexed and embarrassed..Diamond sat upright and still. He had been getting some of his
father's height and girth lately, and looked very much a man, though a very young one.."If he wants a party, he'll have it," she said. Their voices
were alike, being in the higher register but dark-toned, and held to an even quietness, contained, restrained. She perched on a stool beside his at the
high desk..mind, seeking his true name. But he did not know where to look or how to look. A finder who did.and would protect her. Then he
followed another woman meekly enough. He put on dry clothing she."Summoned," said the Herbal, drily..summoned myself again into life, to do
what must be done."'.daylight, when he saw her big, dirty hands, when she talked like a yokel, a simpleton, he regained.and then a vehicle shot
along, as if cast from a single block of black metal; these vehicles had no.In a day or two some of Licky's men came asking if anyone had seen or
heard tell of the great wizard Gelluk and a young finder-both disappeared without a trace, they said, as if the earth had swallowed them. Nobody in
Woodedge said a word about the stranger hidden in Mead's apple loft. They kept him safe. Maybe that is why the people there now call their
village not Woodedge, as it used to be, but Otterhide..where Otter had taken Licky the first day he was there. It was late autumn now. The shrubs
and.Old Speech is endless, so are the runes..He slept till late in the morning and woke as if from illness, weak and placid. She was unable
to.down..The witch listened, unable to resist the lure of secrets revealed and the contagion of passionate.The first thing she thought was a king, a
lord, Maharion of the songs, tall, straight, beautiful. The next thing she thought was a beggar, a lost man, in dirty clothes, hugging himself with
shivering arms..round. "The names witches give each other are not our concern here," he said. "If you have some.The wizard started forward all at
once, his eyes blazing, and cried, "Open to the King's name! I am Tinaral!" And his hands moved in a quick, powerful gesture, as if parting heavy
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curtains..it was definitely the better plan to be honest. What Master did you speak of?".the sorcerers and witches. There's no one to turn to."."He
won't," said Irioth..So it was. For the rest of his life, Medra kept the doors of the Great House on Roke. The garden.and litigations. Farmlands went
to weeds, farmsteads went unroofed, milking sheds stood unused,."He was only a child, and the wizards of that household can't have been wise
men, for they used.wizard, I thought I could be everything. You know -- do magic, play music, be Father's son, love.headed, or represented in
dealings with other groups, by an elected Isleman or Islewoman, In
the.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (34 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30
AM].roaster tower, a narrow passage in the three-foot-thick walls. He took Otter's arm, for the young.Indeed Otter was unsure whether the wizard
meant the pirate or the quicksilver, but he risked a.He followed him down one of the principal streets and from it into a district of small houses,
the."Thank you for these and the shoes," he said, and thanking her for the gift, remembered her use-.plunder. But they send their sons west dragon
hunting. In sport. As if the dragons of the West.Under the huddle of the grey cloak his hands found only a huddle of clothes and dry bones and a
broken staff..The idea of doing harm troubled her, but the idea of danger had not entered her mind. She found it inconceivable. "I'll be all right,"
she said. "So the Namer, and you - and the Doorkeeper?".the silence by splashing and breathing hard. He slogged back up the path through the
reeds till he.The traveler stood at the crossway and whistled back at the reeds..a certain word, a password, before he'll let you in. If you don't know
it, you can never go in..frightened..strange country under his feet: empty shafts and rooms of dark air in the dark earth, a vertical.three centuries, no
woman taught or studied at the school on Roke. During those centuries,.however well sung, wrecks the tune it isn't part of. Women teach women.
Witches learn their craft.Tarry came back with his band in an hour or so, ungrateful for the respite and much the worse for beer. He interrupted the
tune and the dancing, telling Labby loudly to clear out..cafes, the sharp, persistent smell of fried food, rows of gas flames behind windows, the
clinking.He stopped before an oak door. Instead of knocking he sketched a little sign or rune on it with.become himself. A magic greater than his
own prevailed here..Chanter's task is the preservation and teaching of all the oral deeds, lays, songs, etc., and the.either; he always called her
mistress. But maybe that was his courtesy. She called him sir, in.had no strength against the strong. They gave me all they had to give, but it was
little. It was.Thwil. Dragonfly had gradually become silent and sullen. She ceased asking her endless questions.went to the door to see what she
loved best to see, the sky before sunrise. Looking down from it."Divided also.".Otter, after a long silence, said, "Roke Island.".had noticed that this
was how most of the women were made up. She held the back of the chair."I said I'd see to his beasts at... at the pasture between the rivers, was it?"
he said, getting.Where to now? Why had he come here?."But I can come," she said..carpenters, a ditchdigger, a tinsmith's prentice, a couple of little
boys. Humiliated and enraged,
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