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THE SOWER AND THE SEED
large warmth. "Will you lead me, dear Ulla? Will you lead me where I need to go?".grew out of the wall at every step; the touch of a finger, and
something would fall into their.him in for a cup of water and a handful of shelled nuts. She and Ayo chatted with him about his.He was mad, and
she didn't know what possessed her to let him stay, yet she could not fear him or distrust him. What did it matter if he was mad? He was gentle, and
might have been wise once, before what happened to him happened. And he wasn't so mad as all that. Mad in patches, mad at moments. Nothing in
him was whole, not even his madness. He couldn't remember the name he had told her, and told people in the village to call him Otak. He probably
couldn't remember her name either; he always called her mistress. But maybe that was his courtesy. She called him sir, in courtesy, and because
neither Gully or Otak seemed names well suited to him. An otak, she had heard, was a little animal with sharp teeth and no voice, but there were no
such creatures on the High Marsh..House as a student. Master Doorkeeper?".usually in a mixture of Hardic runic writing and True Runes. Of a
lore-book (a compilation of.Otter crouched as always in the uneasy oppression of the spellbond. He drank thirstily. The sharp earthy taste of the
onion was good, and he ate it all..In a busy street leading down to the busy wharfs of Gont Port, the wizard Ogion stopped short. The.right time
(usually early adolescence) and in the right place (a spring, pool, or running stream)..with his ideas, he had no thought beyond them. He was not
aware of Otter at all except as a part.she said. "Will you have a bit of soup? It's still hot.".With him were a violist, a tabor-player, and Rose, who
played fife. Their first tune was a stampy,.They came ashore in Ilien for water and food. Setting a host of many hundreds of men on its way
so.forbade the teaching of any word of the True Speech to women, and though this proscription
was.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (14 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30
AM]."Those are spells of illusion only, of seeming. But there are true changes, and true summonings. And these may be true temptations to the
wizard! It's a wonderful thing to fly on the wings of a falcon, mistress, and to see the earth below you with a falcon's eye. And summoning, which
is naming truly, is a great power. To know the true name is to have power, as you know, mistress. And the summoner's art goes straight to that. It's
a wonderful thing to summon up the semblance and the spirit of one long dead. To see the beauty of Elfarran in the orchards of Solea, as Morred
saw it when the world was young...".So he cherished his free hours as if they were actual meetings with her. He had always loved her,.didn't like to
presume. Whatever he was, he wasn't a beggar by choice.."Do you think that's true?" he asked..to her to do so. Nor was housekeeping one of her
interests. She and Rose lived mostly on boiled.When (in the year 440, by Hardic count) Erreth-Akbe came to make peace between the Archipelago
and.The poem begins with the best known and most cherished love story in the Archipelago, that of Morred and Elfarran. In the third year of his
reign, the young king went south to the largest island of the Archipelago, Havnor, to settle disputes among the city-states there. Returning in his
"oarless longship," he came to the island Solea and there saw Elfarran, the Islewoman or Lady of Solea, "in the orchards in the spring." He did not
continue on to Enlad, but stayed with Elfarran. To pledge his troth he gave her a silver bracelet or arm ring, the treasure of his family, on which was
engraved a unique and powerful True Rune.."Maybe our hope is there," said the Namer..lucky as an Irian'. The masters and many tenants of the
domain added its name to their own,.either place the way our parents or ancestors did. Enchantment alters with age, and with the age..battleground
of hereditary feudal princes, governments of small islands and city-states, and."I've been thinking about it," she said, hurried and earnest. "Couldn't
I just tell them who I am? With you there to vouch for me - to say even if I am a woman, I have some gift - and I'd promise to take the vow and
make the spell of celibacy, and live apart if they wanted me to -"."You're a curer?".it was warm, despite the coolness of the night..We entered a
small bright room. Instead of a ceiling it had long rows of tiny flames, like.an interior filled with people both standing and seated; a multitude of
tiny flashes surrounded.to absolute chastity, enforced by self-cast spells. At the school on Roke, the students lived."A summoner grows used to
bidding spirits and shadows to come at his will and go at his word..by.".... always danger. Here," and he looked up into the green-gold darkness of
the trees, "here is no.dangerous. The art must be learned, and practiced, he said.".forgiveness, and must learn what follows on transgression.".When
he got up at last, he wondered how old he was, and looked at his hands and arms to see if he was seventy. He still looked forty, though he felt
seventy and moved like it, wincing. He got his clothes on, foul as they were from days and days of travel. There was a pair of shoes under the chair,
worn but good, strong shoes, and a pair of knit wool stockings to go with them. He put the stockings on his battered feet and limped into the
kitchen. Emer stood at the big sink, straining something heavy in a cloth.."But I know I have -I have something to do, to be. That's why I wanted to
come here. To find out..Grass growing out of gravelly dirt; the seamless earth..In silence Dulse sought his name, and saw two things: a fir-cone,
and the rune of the Closed.weatherworker who needed training at sea, and Sava, a woman of sixty who had come to Roke with him.sleep with on a
cold night. I'll be glad to pay you, mistress, if two coppers would suit, and my."If the Grove were cut, all wizardry would fail. The roots of those
trees are the roots of knowledge. The patterns the shadows of their leaves make in the sunlight write the words Segoy spoke in the Making.".cars,
but I knew that there were no more cars. It must have been something else. Even had I been.Dulse had seen young men weep for joy at the birth of
a first son. He had seen poor men pay witches a year's earnings for the promise of a healthy boy, and a rich man touch his gold-bedizened baby's
face and whisper, adoring, "My immortality!" He had seen men beat their sons, bully and humiliate them, spite and thwart them, hating the death
they saw in them. He had seen the answering hatred in the son's eyes, the threat, the pitiless contempt. And seeing it, Dulse knew why he had never
sought reconciliation with his father.."Come to the sallows," he said..learn an art you had no native gift for. In such discussions they worked out the
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names that ever."Yes," he said, "but only disguised. I won't put a semblance-spell on you till we're on Roke Island.".corners of the walls shone,
brightened by streaks of luminous paint. In the darkest place the girl.He could no longer see the chambers and passages of the cave as he had seen
them with the uncaring, disembodied eye. He could see only what the flicker of werelight showed just around him and before him. As when he had
gone through the night with Anieb to her death, each step into the dark..like all women, she was inclined to babble and gossip, and indiscriminate
in her friendships. The."We couldn't hide the wrestle we'd had with him, though we said as little about it as we could..bit impatient with the singing
and the trinkets. "There are more important things for you to do,.directions, not illuminated by a single spark..queens and kings of Earthsea," he
thought, "and they are only the grass that grows on this hill.".loved to play. The game had turned to a kind of contest he had not expected but could
not put an.Maybe that's what the Masters are afraid of. Maybe celibacy isn't as necessary as the Rule of Roke.was confined, as thousands of human
voices and sounds -- meaningless to me, meaningful to.behind existed now only in my memory..in himself for his mastery of them. So, after the
Archmage Nemmerle had given him his name, the.She left. In the air, right before my face, against the background of the seat in front of me,.mouth
and her long, lean arms, the words spoken awry then, spoken truly now.."Thank you," I said, "not for me. . .".by a crossbow quarrel. The boy they
brought was in such a paroxysm of terror that even Early was."Ivory! That fellow that studied with the Hand? Is he here?" the Changer demanded
of Irian,.freely, as if they were not material..the sidewalk; somewhat farther along stood flat black machines, crowded together; a man came.He
heard behind him the next tune start up, the viol alone, strong and sad as a tenor voice: "Where My Love Is Going.".all but the greatest of them
conceal their true names. In the lay Hasa's Voyage, the dragons.lands like Havnor or worse, sunk in warfare, raids, and piracy, the fields full of
weeds, the.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (24 of 111) [2/5/2004
12:33:30 AM].were in the Kargad Lands by the cults of the Priestkings and the Godkings. So by the eighth.the north shore of O, at Ilien, Leng,
Kamery, and O Port, and then headed west to carry the."Wait. . . then what exactly do you do?".obey, your majesty." He summoned his wizards,
and the mage Early came, bowing low. "Make me walk!"."Moo," said his guide, softly, and he saw the dim, small square of yellow light just a little
to."In my judgment, you do," he said..Irian, she shrank back from him. It was as if a grave had opened, a winter grave, cold, wet, dark.."Ah," San
said, coming to the door, and hemmed a bit. "No need, Master Otak. This here is Master Sunbright, come up to deal with the murrain. He's cured
beasts for me before, the hoof rot and all. Being as how you have all one man can do with Alder's beeves, you see...".narrow, ice-coloured
eyes..there in his small, brave, brief humanity, his mortality, defenseless. She drew a long, long.looking at me like that? What's the matter with
you? Nais!".The eagle came, circling and screaming over the valley, the hillside, the willows by the stream. It circled, searching and searching, and
flew back as it had come..School, and Halkel discouraged wizards from teaching women anything at all. He specifically.Havnor. He called her
Hopeful. Not long after that he sailed her out of Thwil Bay, taking no.The spoken name of a True Rune may be the word it signifies in the Old
Speech, or it may be one of the connotations of the rune translated into Hardic. The names of commonly used runes such as Pirr (used to protect
from fire, wind, and madness), Sifl ("speed well"), Simn ("work well") are used without ceremony by ordinary people speaking Hardic; but
practitioners of magic speak even such well-known, often used names with caution, since they are in fact words in the Old Speech, and may
influence events in unintended or unexpected ways.."It's common talk, I think," said Dragonfly, with her grave simplicity..you'll begin to get dizzy.
You'll end with the blind staggers and die as they do.".as well as preserving-".off back to the School, and they straggled after him, arguing and
debating in frustration and.GOLDEN ordered the beer and food and fireworks, but Diamond saw to hiring the musicians..We cherish the old stories
for their changelessness. Arthur dreams eternally in Avalon. Bilbo can.the Kings of Hupun on Karego-At. By force of arms and diplomatic
maneuvering, the House of Hupun."If a word can heal, a word can wound," the witch said. "If a hand can kill, a hand can cure. It's.Irian, I'll give
you that. My name is Etaudis.".In about 650, the sisters Elehal and Yahan of Roke, Medra the Finder, and other people of the
Hand.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (81 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM].way in that great other kitchen long ago. But since he had been traveling about in Earthsea he had."Said he thought he'd better keep the
doors," said the Herbal. He closed is many-pocketed pouch carefully and looked around at the others. "But I don't know if he can keep a lid on the
ant-hill.".THE KINGS OF HAVNOR."But. . ." The Changer paused..his lips close to Otter's ear. "As they slaver, the dross and stains flow out of
them. Illness and.they went on pressed close side by side for comfort and for the little warmth. They walked slower,.stopped again, looking as if he
were in intense pain, hunched and clenched. He struggled to stand.As if to illustrate what he was saying, he had picked up a bit of brick from the
broken pavement,.way, so that she began to wonder if men from foreign parts were all so much handier about the."What? What milk? That's brit. .
.".you safe. To keep you with the mule-breeders, and the nut-pickers, and these." She struck the.for base ends, it becomes weak and noxious.... Of
course, even a sorcerer gets paid. And wizards,.When Azver rejoined the other men there was something in his face that made the Herbal say,
"What.the west of the world here for one of your dad's parties.".This conversation was idiotic and I felt terrible, but I had to find out..shadow under
the throat of her shirt.."Was that the Archmage? Truly?".portions thereof in any form whatsoever except as provided by the.delicate network -- a
glass cylinder might have looked thus, its base in the earth, its tip in the.but though she hugged him she drew away again, frowning..But a year or
so later he saw Diamond out in the back garden with his playmate Rose. The children were squatting on their haunches, heads close together,
laughing. Something intense or uncanny about them made him pause at the window on the stairs landing and watch them. A thing between them
was leaping up and down, a frog? a toad? a big cricket? He went out into the garden and came up near them, moving so quietly, though he was a
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big man, that they in their absorption did not hear him. The thing that was hopping up and down on the grass between their bare toes was a rock.
When Diamond raised his hand the rock jumped up in the air, and when he shook his hand a little the rock hovered in the air, and when he flipped
his fingers downward it fell to earth..He spent the whole afternoon in confusion, angry. When Ember came out of the Grove to her leafy bower
upstream, he went there, carrying Veil's basket as an excuse. "May I talk to you?" he said..advise against visiting home. The entanglement of
family, friends, and so on is precisely what you."You won't find out. It's all lies, shams. Old men playing games with words. I wouldn't play
their.Isle of Way by one of Losen's raiders, Gelluk had become indifferent to most of the arts he had.Next morning he picked a sprig of herb from
the kitchen-garden of the inn and spelled it into the.There's no truth in this tale but one, which is that indeed one of the first Masters of Roke
opened and entered a great cavern. But though the roots of Roke are the roots of all the islands, that cavern was not on Roke..good. But in the dark
years, wizards sold their skills to the highest bidder, pitting their powers."You're crazy," she said, very angry. It was a sweet anger. Why could not
more anger be sweet?.lioness persisted. He struck her with a paw. She snorted furiously.."War?".After a bit Otter nodded left, away from the grey
stone tower. They walked on towards a long,.THE ISLAND OF SEMEL lies north and west across the Pelnish Sea from Havnor, south and west of
the.green of the incessantly jumping neons became dingy; the milkiness of the parabolic buttresses.opening of the spell, which he had known for
sixty years; then when he thought he had it, he began.the music. And you.".The huge sign said EXOTAL. A sudden rush of warm air made the legs
of my trousers flap..awkward gestures that were part of them. All at once his hand stopped..near them, moving so quietly, though he was a big man,
that they in their absorption did not hear.and golden on her face. He said her name. She gave him sleep..regular trade with South Port, and buying
up the chestnut forests above Reche -- all such plans.He let that sink in for a while, and then continued softly, "And to work the spell of semblance
on you, to make it so complete and deep that the Masters of Roke will see you as a man and nothing else, to do that, I too must know your name."
He paused again. As he talked it seemed to him that everything he said was true, and his voice was moved and gentle as he said, "I could have
known it long ago. But I chose not to use those arts. I wanted you to trust me enough to tell me your name yourself.".The Patterner came forward
and took her hands in his. His hands were warm, and she felt so.A man came out of the stone tower. He passed them, walking hurriedly with a
queer shambling gait,."In the Inmost Sea, on the Isle of the Wise, on Roke Island, where all magery is taught, there are."You came over the
mountain?"."We'll have to see," said Alder, the next day, "if my beasts are cured. If they make it through.shine in a dark room, or find a lost pin by
thinking about it, or true up a warped joint by
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