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? ? ? ? ? Indeed her glance, her sides are soft; but none the less, alas! Her heart is harder than the rock; there is no mercy there.."When I returned

from my fifth voyage, I gave myself up to eating and drinking and passed my time in solace and delight and forgot that which I had suffered of

stresses and afflictions, nor was it long before the thought of travel again presented itself to my mind and my soul hankered after the sea. So I

brought out the goods and binding up the bales, departed from Baghdad, [intending] for certain of the lands, and came to the sea-coast, where I

embarked in a stout ship, in company with a number of other merchants of like mind with myself, and we [set out and] sailed till we came among

certain distant islands and found ourselves in difficult and dangerous case..When she had made an end of her song and laid down the lute, Ishac

looked fixedly on her, then took her hand and offered to kiss it; but she snatched it from him and said to him, 'Allah, O my lord, do not that!' Quoth

he, 'Be silent. By Allah, I had said that there was not in the world the like of me; but now I have found my dinar (180) in the craft but a danic, (181)

"for thou art, beyond comparison or approximation or reckoning, more excellent of skill than I! This very day will I carry thee up to the

Commander of the Faithful Haroun er Reshid, and whenas his glance lighteth on thee, thou wilt become a princess of womankind. So, Allah, Allah

upon thee, O my lady, whenas thou becomest of the household of the Commander of the Faithful, do not thou forget me!' And she replied, saying,

'Allah, O my lord, thou art the source of my fortunes and in thee is my heart fortified.' So he took her hand and made a covenant with her of this

and she swore to him that she would not forget him..? ? ? ? ? O breeze of heaven, from me a charge I prithee take And do not thou betray the troth

of my despair;.Then the Khalif went forth and bade decorate the city: [so they decorated it] and the drums of glad tidings were beaten. Moreover

they made banquets to the people and the tables were spread seven days. And Tuhfeh and the Commander of the Faithful ceased not to be in the

most delightsome of life and the most prosperous thereof till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies; and thu

is all that hath come down to as of their story.".60. Uns el Wujoud and the Vizier's Daughter Rose-in-bud ccclxxi.? ? ? ? ? m. The Boy and the

Thieves dcxxvii.As for the eunuch, the chamberlain, who had counselled King Dadbin [not to slay her, but] to [cause] carry her to the desert [and

there abandon her], she bestowed on him a sumptuous dress of honour and said to him, "The like of thee it behoveth kings to hold in favour and set

in high place, for that thou spokest loyally and well, and a man is still requited according to his deed." And Kisra the king invested him with the

governance of one of the provinces of his empire. Know, therefore, O king," continued the youth, "that whoso doth good is requited therewith and

he who is guiltless of sin and reproach feareth not the issue of his affair. And I, O king, am free from guilt, wherefore I trust in God that He will

show forth the truth and vouchsafe me the victory over enemies and enviers.".[Then they all flew off in haste and] lighting down in the place where

were their father Es Shisban and their grandfather the Sheikh Aboultawaif, found the folk on the sorriest of plights. When their grandfather Iblis

saw them, he rose to them and wept, and they all wept for Tuhfeh. Then said Iblis to them, 'Yonder dog hath outraged mine honour and taken

Tuhfeh, and I doubt not but that she is like to perish [of concern] for herself and her lord Er Reshid and saying "All that they said and did (239) was

false."' Quoth Kemeriyeh, 'O grandfather mine, there is nothing left for it but [to use] stratagem and contrivance for her deliverance, for that she is

dearer to me than everything; and know that yonder accursed one, whenas he is ware of your coming upon him, will know that he hath no power to

cope with you, he who is the least and meanest [of the Jinn]; but we fear that, when he is assured of defeat, he will kill Tuhfeh; wherefore nothing

will serve but that we contrive for her deliverance; else will she perish.' 'And what hast thou in mind of device?' asked he; and she answered, 'Let us

take him with fair means, and if he obey, [all will be well]; else will we practise stratagem against him; and look thou not to other than myself for

her deliverance.' Quoth Iblis, 'The affair is thine; contrive what thou wilt, for that Tuhfeh is thy sister and thy solicitude for her is more effectual

than [that of] any.'.100. The Rogueries of Delileh the Crafty and her Daughter Zeyneb the Trickstress dcclvi.? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Officer's Story

dccccxxxiv.167. Kemerezzeman and the Jeweller's Wife dcccclxiii.Therewith Wekhimeh was moved to exceeding delight and drinking off the cup,

ordered her twenty dresses of Greek brocade and a tray, wherein were thirty thousand dinars. Then she gave the cup to Queen Shuaaeh, Queen of

the Fourth Sea, who took it and said, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, sing to me on the gillyflower.' Quoth she 'Hearkening and obedience,' and improvised the

following verses:.?THE TWELFTH OFFICER'S STORY..Then they displayed Dinarzad in a second and a third and a fourth dress and she came

forward, as she were the rising sun, and swayed coquettishly to and fro; and indeed she was even as saith the poet of her in the following

verses:.King Azadbekht and his Son, History of, i. 61..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the Barber's First Brother cxlv.One day, the Commander of the

Faithful's breast was straitened; so he sent after his Vizier Jaafer the Barmecide and Ishac the boon-companion and Mesrour the eunuch, the

swordsman of his vengeance; and when they came, he changed his raiment and disguised himself, whilst Jaafer [and Ishac] and Mesrour and El

Fezll (164) and Younus (165) (who were also present) did the like. Then he went out, he and they, by the privy gate, to the Tigris and taking boat,

fared on till they came to near Et Taf, (166) when they landed and walked till they came to the gate of the thoroughfare street. (167) Here there met

them an old man, comely of hoariness and of a venerable and dignified bearing, pleasing (168) of aspect and apparel. He kissed the earth before

Ishac el Mausili (for that be knew but him of the company, the Khalif being disguised, and deemed the others certain of his friends) and said to

him, 'O my lord, there is presently with me a slave-girl, a lutanist, never saw eyes the like of her nor the like of her grace, and indeed I was on my

way to pay my respects to thee and give thee to know of her; but Allah, of His favour, hath spared me the trouble. So now I desire to show her to

thee, and if she be to thy liking, well and good: else I will sell her.' Quoth Ishac, 'Go before me to thy barrack, till I come to thee and see her.'.? ? ?
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? ? All charms, indeed, thou dost comprise; so who shall vie with thee And who shall blame me if for love of such a fair I'm sped?.Then said she,

"O king, comest thou to a [watering-]place whereat thy dog hath drunken and wilt thou drink thereof?" The king was abashed at her and at her

words and went out from her, but forgot his sandal in the house..Now over against the place in question was a host of enemies, hard of heart, and in

this he purposed the youth's slaughter. So he bade bring him forth of the underground dungeon and caused him draw near to him and saw his case.

Then he bestowed on him a dress of honour and the folk rejoiced in this. Moreover, he tied him an ensign (134) and giving him a numerous army,

despatched him to the region aforesaid, whither all who went were still slain or made prisoners. So Melik Shah betook himself thither with his

army and when it was one of the days, behold, the enemy fell in upon them in the night; whereupon some of his men fled and the rest the enemy

took; and they took Melik Shah also and cast him into an underground dungeon, with a company of his men. There he abode a whole year in evil

plight, whilst his fellows mourned over his beauty and grace..Meanwhile, the nurse awoke, that she might give the child suck, and seeing the bed

running with blood, cried out; whereupon the sleepers and the king awoke and making for the place, found the child with his throat cut and the

cradle running over with blood and his father slain and dead in his sleeping chamber. So they examined the child and found life in him and his

windpipe whole and sewed up the place of the wound. Then the king sought his son Belehwan, but found him not and saw that he had fled;

whereby he knew that it was he who had done this deed, and this was grievous to the king and to the people of his realm and to the lady Shah

Katoun. So the king laid out his son Melik Shah and buried him and made him a mighty funeral and they mourned passing sore; after which he

addressed himself to the rearing of the infant.Some months after this, I met him again under arrest, in the midst of the guards and officers of the

police, and he said to them, "Seize yonder man." So they laid hands on me and carried me to the chief of the police, who said, "What hast thou to

do with this fellow?" The thief turned to me and looking a long while in my face, said, "Who took this man?" Quoth the officers, "Thou badest us

take him; so we took him." And he said, "I seek refuge with God! I know not this man, nor knoweth he me; and I said not that to you but of a man

other than this." So they released me, and awhile afterward the thief met me in the street and saluted me, saying, "O my lord, fright for fright! Hadst

thou taken aught from me, thou hadst had a part in the calamity." (146) And I said to him, "God [judge] between thee and me!" And this is what I

have to tell'.When the youth had made an end of his story, the king's anger subsided a little and he said, "Restore him to the prison, for the day

draweth to an end, and tomorrow we will took into his affair.".Then he bade take her away; so she was carried to her chamber and he sent her a

black slave-girl, with a casket, wherein were three thousand dinars and a carcanet of gold, set with pearls, great and small, and jewels, worth other

three thousand, saying to her, "The slave-girl and that which is with her are a gift from me to thee." When she heard this, she said, "God forbid that

I should be consoled for the love of my lord and my master, though with the earth full of gold!" And she improvised and recited the following

verses:.Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba rejoiced and all who were present rejoiced also and admired her speech and fell to kissing her; and when she

had made an end of her song, Queen Kemeriyeh said to her, 'O my sister, ere thou go to thy palace, I would fain bring thee to look upon El Anca,

daughter of Behram Gour, whom El Anca, daughter of the wind, carried off, and her beauty; for that there is not her match on the face of the earth.'

And Queen Es Shuhba said, 'O Kemeriyeh, I [also] have a mind to see her.' Quoth Kemeriyeh, 'I saw her three years agone; but my sister

Wekhimeh seeth her at all times, for that she is near unto her, and she saith that there is not in the world a fairer than she. Indeed, this Queen El

Anca is become a byword for loveliness and proverbs are made upon her beauty and grace' And Wekhimeh said, 'By the mighty inscription [on the

seal-ring of Solomon], there is not her like in the world!' Then said Queen Es Shuhba, 'If it needs must be and the affair is as ye say, I will take

Tuhfeh and go with her [to El Anca], so she may see her.'.King (The Dethroned), whose Kingdom and Good were restored to him, i. 285..On this

wise we abode a whole year, at the end of which time she was absent (185) from me a month's space, wherefore fire raged in my heart on her

account. When it was the next month, behold, a little eunuch presented himself to me and said, "I am a messenger to thee from such an one,"

[naming my mistress], "who giveth thee to know that the Commander of the Faithful hath sentenced her to be drowned, her and those who are with

her, six-and-twenty slave-girls, on such a day at Deir et Tin, (186) for that they have confessed against one another of lewdness, and she biddeth

thee look how thou mayst do with her and how thou mayst contrive to deliver her, even if thou gather together all her money and spend it upon her,

for that this is the time of manhood." (187) Quoth I, "I know not this woman; belike it is other than I [to whom this message is addressed]; so

beware, O eunuch, lest thou cast me into stress." Quoth he, "Behold, I have told thee [that which I had to say,"] and went away, leaving me in

concern [on her account]..I seated myself amiddleward the saloon, misdoubting, and as I sat, there came down on me from the estrade seven naked

men, without other clothing than leather girdles about their waists. One of them came up to me and took my turban, whilst another took my

handkerchief, that was in my sleeve, with my money, and a third stripped me of my clothes; after which a fourth came and bound my hands behind

me with his girdle. Then they all took me up, pinioned as I was, and casting me down, fell a-dragging me towards a sink-hole that was there and

were about to cut my throat, when, behold, there came a violent knocking at the door. When they heard this, they were afraid and their minds were

diverted from me by fear; so the woman went out and presently returning, said to them, 'Fear not; no harm shall betide you this day. It is only your

comrade who hath brought you your noon-meal.' With this the new-comer entered, bringing with him a roasted lamb; and when he came in to them,

he said to them, 'What is to do with you, that ye have tucked up [your sleeves and trousers]?' Quoth they, '[This is] a piece of game we have

caught.'.This story pleased King Shah Bekht and he marvelled thereat; but the vizier said to him, "This story is not more extraordinary than that of

the rich man who married his fair daughter to the poor old man." The king's mind was occupied with the [promised] story and he bade the vizier
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withdraw to his lodging. So he [returned to his house and] abode there the rest of the night and the whole of the following day..? ? ? ? ? Some with

religion themselves concern and make it their business all; Sitting, (53) they weep for the pains of hell and still for mercy bawl!.8. Ghanim ben

Eyoub the Slave of Love xxxix.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Calender's Story xxxvii.When the boy grew up, his father feared for him from poverty and

change of case, so he said to him, 'Dear my son, know that in my youth I wronged my brothers in the matter of our father's good, and I see thee in

weal; but, if thou [come to] need, ask not of one of them nor of any other, for I have laid up for thee in yonder chamber a treasure; but do not thou

open it until thou come to lack thy day's food.' Then he died, and his wealth, which was a great matter, fell to his son. The young man had not

patience to wait till he had made an end of that which was with him, but rose and opened the chamber, and behold, it was [empty and its walls

were] whitened, and in its midst was a rope hanging down and half a score bricks, one upon another, and a scroll, wherein was written, 'Needs must

death betide; so hang thyself and beg not of any, but kick away the bricks, so there may be no escape (225) for thee, and thou shall be at rest from

the exultation of enemies and enviers and the bitterness of poverty.'.52. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Merchant's Sister dcvi.As we stood, behold,

up came the lady, and with her a slave-girl. When she saw the young man, she said to him, "Art thou here?" And he answered, "Yes, O my lady."

Quoth she, "To-day I am bidden by this man. Wilt thou go with us?" And he replied, "Yes." Then said she, "Thou hast brought me [hither] against

my will and perforce. Wilt thou go with us in any event?" (184) "Yes, yes," answered he and we fared on, [all three,] till we came to Er Rauzeh and

entered the pavilion. The lady diverted herself awhile with viewing its ordinance and furniture, after which she put off her [walking-]clothes and sat

down [with the young man] in the goodliest and chiefest place. Then I went forth and brought them what they should eat at the first of the day;

moreover, I went out also and fetched them what they should eat at the last of the day and brought them wine and dessert and fruits and flowers. On

this wise I abode in their service, standing on my feet, and she said not unto me, "Sit," nor "Take, eat" nor "Take, drink," what while she and the

young man sat toying and laughing, and he fell to kissing her and pinching her and hopping about upon the ground and laughing..?OF ENVY AND

MALICE..There was once a king of the kings of Hind, who was goodly of polity, praiseworthy in administration, just to his subjects, beneficent to

men of learning and piety and asceticism and devoutness and worship and shunning traitors and froward folk and those of lewd life. On this wise of

polity he abode in his kingship what God the Most High willed of days and hours and years, and he married the daughter of his father's brother, a

beautiful and lovesome woman, endowed with brightness and perfection, who had been reared in the king's house in splendour and delight. She

bore him two sons, the comeliest that might be of boys. Then came fore-ordained fate, which there is no warding off, and God the Most High raised

up against the king another king, who came forth upon his realm, and all the folk of the city, who had a mind unto evil and lewdness, joined

themselves unto him. So he fortified himself against the king and made himself master of his kingdom, putting his troops to the rout and slaying his

guards..Algates ye are our prey become; this many a day and night, iii. 6..? ? ? ? ? How long shall I, in weariness, for this estrangement pine, What

while the spies of severance (106) do watch me all the night?.When the king heard this, he said in himself "How like is this to my own story in the

matter of the vizier and his slaughter! Had I not used precaution, I had put him to death." And he bade Er Rehwan depart to his own house..? ? ? ? ?

a. Story of the Chief of the New Cairo Police dciv.Druggist, The Singer and the, i. 229..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Physician Douban iv.? ? ? ? ? And

deemedst me a waif, a homeless good-for-nought, A slave-begotten brat, a wanton, witless wight..? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the

Sailor cclxvi.Then I arose and fared on a day and a night, till I came to the house of my master, who saw me pale and disfeatured for fear and

hunger. He rejoiced in my return and said to me, 'By Allah, thou hast made my heart ache on thine account; for I went and finding the tree torn up

by the roots, doubted not but the elephants had destroyed thee. Tell me then how it was with thee.' So I told him what had befallen me and he

marvelled exceedingly and rejoiced, saying, 'Knowst thou where this hill is?' 'Yes, O my lord,' answered I. So he took me up with him on an

elephant and we rode till we came to the elephants' burial-place..Caution was the Cause of his Death, The Man whose, i 291..Sailor and Hindbad

the Porter, Sindbad the, iii. 199..?Story of the Merchant and His Sons..68. Kisra Anoushirwan and the Village Damsel dcliii.When the evening

evened, the king sat in his privy closet and summoning the vizier, required of him the promised story. So Er Rehwan said, "Know, O king, that.? ?

? ? ? A good it is to have one's loved ones ever near,.? ? ? ? ? When in the sitting-chamber we for merry-making sate, With thine eyes' radiance the

place thou didst illuminate.When it was the eleventh day, the viziers betook them early in the morning to the king's gate and said to him, "O king,

the folk are assembled from the king's gate to the gibbet, so they may see [the execution of] the king's commandment on the youth." So the king

bade fetch the prisoner and they brought him; whereupon the viziers turned to him and said to him, "O vile of origin, doth any hope of life remain

with thee and lookest thou still for deliverance after this day?" "O wicked viziers," answered he, "shall a man of understanding renounce hope in

God the Most High? Indeed, howsoever a man be oppressed, there cometh to him deliverance from the midst of stress and life from the midst of

death, [as is shown by the case of] the prisoner and how God delivered him." "What is his story?" asked the king; and the youth answered, saying,

"O king, they tell that.? ? ? ? ? Nay, though ye read therein discourse that sure should speak To heart and soul, no word thereunto ye replied,.?THE

ELEVENTH OFFICER'S STORY..One day, as I was thus feigning sleep, I felt a hand in my lap, and in it a magnificent purse. So I seized the hand

and behold, it was that of a fair woman. Quoth I to her, "O my lady, who art thou?" And she said, "Rise [and come away] from here, that I may

make myself known to thee." So I arose and following her, fared on, without tarrying, till she stopped at the door of a lofty house, whereupon quoth

I to her,"O my lady, who art thou? Indeed, thou hast done me kindness, and what is the reason of this?" "By Allah," answered she, "O Captain

Mum, I am a woman on whom desire and longing are sore for the love of the daughter of the Cadi Amin el Hukm. Now there was between us what
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was and the love of her fell upon my heart and I agreed with her upon meeting, according to possibility and convenience. But her father Amin el

Hukm took her and went away, and my heart cleaveth to her and love-longing and distraction are sore upon me on her account.".? ? ? ? ? Full many

a man incited me to infidelity, But I refused, for all the talk wherewith they set on me..When the Khalif heard this, he laughed heartily and said,

"By Allah, O my brother, thou art indeed excused in this matter, now that I know the cause and that the cause hath a tail. Nevertheless if it please

God, I will not sever myself from thee." "O my guest," replied Aboulhusn, "did I not say to thee, 'Far be it that what is past should recur! For that I

will never again foregather with any'?" Then the Khalif rose and Aboulhusn set before him a dish of roast goose and a cake of manchet-bread and

sitting down, fell to cutting off morsels and feeding the Khalif therewith. They gave not over eating thus till they were content, when Aboulhusn

brought bowl and ewer and potash (16) and they washed their hands..169. Marouf the Cobbler and his Wife Fatimeh dcccclxxxix-Mi.?STORY OF

THE OLD WOMAN, THE MERCHANT AND THE KING..? ? ? ? ? a. The Christian Broker's Story cvii.Now the king of the city was dead and

had left no son, and the townsfolk fell out concerning who should be king over them: and their sayings differed and their counsels, so that turmoil

was like to betide between them by reason of this. At last, after long dissension, they came to an accord and agreed to leave the choice to the late

king's elephant and that he unto whom he consented should be king and that they would not contest the commandment with him. So they made oath

of this and on the morrow, they brought out the elephant and came forth to the utterward of the city; nor was there man or woman left in the place

but was present at that time. Then they adorned the elephant and setting up the throne on his back, gave him the crown in his trunk; and he went

round about examining the faces of the folk, but stopped not with any of them till he came to the banished king, the forlorn, the exile, him who had

lost his children and his wife, when he prostrated himself to him and placing the crown on his head, took him up and set him on his back..33.

Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Barber-Surgeon dxxxiv.When the day departed and the evening came, the king sat in his privy chamber and

summoned the vizier, who presented himself to him and he questioned him of the story. So the vizier said, "Know, O august king, that.Vizier Er

Rehwan, King Shah Bekht and his, i. 215..When the evening evened, the king sent after the vizier and when he presented himself before him, he

required of him the hearing of the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O illustrious lord, that.? ? ? ? ? My body is

dissolved with sufferance in vain; Relenting, ay, and grace I hoped should yet betide;.Meanwhile, Aboulhusn gave not over snoring in his sleep, till

the day broke and the rising of the sun drew near, when a waiting-woman came up to him and said to him, "O our lord [it is the hour of] the

morning- prayer." When he heard the girl's words, he laughed and opening his eyes, turned them about the place and found himself in an apartment

the walls whereof were painted with gold and ultramarine and its ceiling starred with red gold. Around it were sleeping-chambers, with curtains of

gold-embroidered silk let down over their doors, and all about vessels of gold and porcelain and crystal and furniture and carpets spread and lamps

burning before the prayer-niche and slave-girls and eunuchs and white slaves and black slaves and boys and pages and attendants. When he saw

this, he was confounded in his wit and said, "By Allah, either I am dreaming, or this is Paradise and the Abode of Peace!" (18) And he shut his eyes

and went to sleep again. Quoth the waiting-woman, "O my lord, this is not of thy wont, O Commander of the Faithful!".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story

of the Barber's Fourth Brother clii.? ? ? ? ? My heart belike shall his infect with softness, even as me His body with disease infects, of its seductive

air..? ? ? ? ? They have shut out thy person from my sight; They cannot shut thy memory from my spright..Money-Changer and the Ass, The

Sharpers, the, ii. 41..Journeyman and the Girl, The, ii. 17..The company marvelled at this story and the ninth officer came forward and said, 'I will

tell you a right goodly story I heard at a wedding..The Twelfth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Old Man's Story ii.? ? ? ? ? Whenas En

Nebhan strove to win my grace, himself to me With camel- loads he did commend of musk and camphor white,.12. The Waterfowl and the

Tortoise cxlviii.? ? ? ? ? e. Story of the Portress lxvii.Then said the Khalif to her, "I lie and my eunuch lieth, and thou liest and thy waiting-woman

lieth; so methinks we were best go, all four of us together, that we may see which of us telleth the truth." Quoth Mesrour, "Come, let us go, that I

may put this ill-omened old woman to shame (37) and deal her a sound drubbing for her lying." And she answered him, saying, "O dotard, is thy

wit like unto my wit? Indeed, thy wit is as the hen's wit." Mesrour was incensed at her words and would have laid violent hands on her, but the

Lady Zubeideh warded him off from her and said to him, "Her sooth-fastness will presently be distinguished from thy sooth-fastness and her

leasing from thy leasing.".I blessed him and thanked him and abode with him in all honour and consideration, till, after a little, the merchants came,

even as he had said, and bought and sold and bartered; and when they were about to depart, my master came to me and said, 'The merchants are

about to depart; arise, that thou mayst go with them to thy country.' So I betook myself to the folk, and behold, they had bought great store of

elephants' bones and bound up their loads and embarked in the ship; and my master took passage for me with them and paid my hire and all that

was chargeable upon me. (220) Moreover, he gave me great store of goods and we set sail and passed from island to island, till we traversed the sea

and arrived at the port of our destination; whereupon the merchants brought out their goods and sold; and I also brought out that which was with

me and sold it at a good profit..? ? ? ? ? "Take comfort, for the loved are come again,".? ? ? ? ? Though over me be the tombstone laid, if ever thou

call on me, Though rotten my bone should be, thy voice I'll answer, come what will..How long will ye admonished be, without avail or heed? iii.

40..The eunuch heard the smiting of the lute within the chamber and said, 'By Allah, that is my lady Tuhfeh's touch!' So he arose and went, as he

were a madman, falling down and rising up, till he came to the eunuch on guard at the door at the Commander of the Faithful and found him sitting.

When the latter saw him, and he like a madman, falling down and rising up, he said to him, 'What aileth thee and what bringeth thee hither at this

hour?' Quoth the other, 'Wilt thou not make haste and awaken the Commander of the Faithful?' And he fell to crying out at him; whereupon the
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Khalif awoke and heard them bandying words together and Tuhfeh's servant saying to the other, 'Out on thee! Awaken the Commander of the

Faithful in haste.' So he said, 'O Sewab, what aileth thee?' And the chief eunuch answered, saying, 'O our lord, the eunuch of Tuhfeh's lodging hath

taken leave of his wits and saith, "Awaken the Commander of the Faithful in haste!"' Then said Er Reshid to one of the slave-girls, 'See what is to

do.'.Indeed, many of the notables of the people have sought her of me in marriage, but I would not marry her to any, for that, one night, I saw, in a

dream, the balance aforesaid set up and men and women being weighed, one against the other, therein, and meseemed I saw thee [and her] and it

was said to me, "This is such a man, (217) the allotted portion of such a woman." (218) Wherefore I knew that God the Most High had allotted unto

her none other than thyself, and I choose rather to marry thee to her in my lifetime than that thou shouldst marry her after my death.'.There was

once, of old days, a king of the kings, whose name was Azadbekht; his [capital] city was called Kuneim Mudoud and his kingdom extended to the

confines of Seistan and from the frontiers of Hindustan to the sea He had ten viziers, who ordered his state and his dominion, and he was possessed

of judgment and exceeding wisdom. One day he went forth with certain of his guards to the chase and fell in with an eunuch on horseback, holding

in his hand the halter of a mule, which he led along. On the mule's back was a litter of gold-inwoven brocade, garded about with an embroidered

band set with gold and jewels, and over against the litter was a company of horsemen. When King Azadbekht saw this, he separated himself from

his companions and making for the mule and the horsemen, questioned the latter, saying, "To whom belongeth this litter and what is therein?". The

eunuch answered, (for he knew not that he was King Azadbekht,) saying, "This litter belongeth to Isfehend, vizier to King Azadbekht, and therein

is his daughter, whom he purposeth to marry to Zad Shah the King.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Until they left my heart on fire without allay..When the

company heard this story, they marvelled thereat with the utmost wonderment. Then the fifth officer, who was the lieutenant of the bench, (113)

came forward and said, '[This is] no wonder and there befell me that which is rarer and more extraordinary than this..53. King Kelyaad (231) of

Hind and his Vizier Shimas dcix.? ? ? ? ? Quoth Sherik, "On me be his warranty, may God assain the king!" So the Tai departed, after a term had

been assigned him for his coming..? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.90. The Apples of Paradise dclxxvi.As for the Khalif, he

swooned away for laughing and said, "O Aboulhusn, thou wilt never cease to be a wag and do rarities and oddities!" Quoth he, "O Commander of

the Faithful, I played off this trick, for that the money was exhausted, which thou gavest me, and I was ashamed to ask of thee again. When I was

single, I could never keep money; but since thou marriedst me to this damsel here, if I possessed thy wealth, I should make an end of it. So, when

all that was in my hand was spent, I wrought this trick, so I might get of thee the hundred dinars and the piece of silk; and all this is an alms from

our lord. But now make haste to give me the thousand dinars and quit thee of thine oath.".? ? ? ? ? Would God upon that bitterest day, when my

death calls for me, What's 'twixt thine excrement and blood (50) I still may smell of thee!.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Calender's Story xii.In my soul

the fire of yearning and affliction rageth aye, iii. 65..? ? ? ? ? Beard of the old he-goat, the one-eyed, what shall be My saying of a knave, his

fashion and degree?.? ? ? ? ? e. King Dadbin and his Viziers cccclv."Know, O my lord," answered she, "that I am a maiden oppressed of my father,

for that he misspeaketh of me and saith to me, 'Thou art foul of favour and it befitteth not that thou wear rich clothes; for thou and the slave-girls,

ye are equal in rank, there is no distinguishing thee from them.' Now he is a rich man, having wealth galore, [and saith not on this wise but] because

he is a niggard and grudgeth the spending of a farthing; [wherefore he is loath to marry me,] lest he be put to somewhat of charge in my marriage,

albeit God the Most High hath been bountiful to him and he is a man puissant in his time and lacking nothing of the goods of the world." "Who is

thy father," asked the young merchant, "and what is his condition?" And she replied, "He is the Chief Cadi of the Supreme Court, under whose

hand are all the Cadis who administer justice in this city.".The queen drank off her cup and bestowed on Tuhfeh a dress of cloth-of-pearl, fringed

with red rubies, worth twenty thousand dinars, and a tray wherein were ten thousand dinars..Old Woman and the Draper's Wife, The, ii.

55..?STORY OF KHELBES AND HIS WIFE AND THE LEARNED MAN..Presently, the sharper came to the ruin, rejoicing in that which he

deemed he should get, and dug in the place, but found nothing and knew that the idiot had tricked him. So he buffeted his face, for chagrin, and fell

to following the other whithersoever he went, so he might get what was with him, but availed not unto this, for that the idiot knew what was in his

mind and was certified that he spied upon him, [with intent to rob him]; so he kept watch over himself. Now, if the sharper had considered [the

consequences of] haste and that which is begotten of loss therefrom, he had not done thus. Nor," continued the vizier, "is this story, O king of the

age, rarer or more extraordinary or more diverting than the story of Khelbes and his wife and the learned man and that which befell between

them.".17. The Hedgehog and the Pigeons clii.Then she carried him up [to the estrade] and seating him on the couch, brought him meat and wine

and gave him to drink; after which she put off all that was upon her of raiment and jewels and tying them up in a handkerchief, said to him, "O my

lord, this is thy portion, all of it." Moreover she turned to the Jew and said to him, "Arise, thou also, and do even as I." So he arose in haste and

went out, scarce crediting his deliverance. When the girl was assured of his escape, she put out her hand to her clothes [and jewels] and taking

them, said to the prefect, "Is the requital of kindness other than kindness? Thou hast deigned [to visit me and eat of my victual]; so now arise and

depart from us without ill-[doing]; or I will give one cry and all who are in the street will come forth." So the Amir went out from her, without

having gotten a single dirhem; and on this wise she delivered the Jew by the excellence of her contrivance.'
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